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DEDICATION.

THESE PAGES,

CONTAINING

EXTRACTS FROM THEIR OWN LAWS,

AND

FROM THE BILL

PERYERSELY MISREPRESENTED BY THEM»

ARE OFFERED TO THE

PRESENT MINISTERS,

AND MORE ESPECIALLY

TO

LORD ELDON,
AND

MR. PERCEVAL,

Who gave the Irish Papists so many

valuable rights in 1793, who opened the

British Army to Foreign Papists in 1804,



and provided for the accommodation of

ten thousand of them \x\ this Island ;-^who

now have been plotting an intrigue, and

raising a wicked outcry of *' Popery,"

against the best Friends of their King and

Country, for attempting to secure both

against the common Enemy.



PLAIN FACTS.

One man may steal a horse

and

Another may n*t look over a hedgi*

If any one doubt the truth of this proverb

let him look at the following bills in favour

of the Roman Catholics.

IRISH BILL OF 1793,

entitled An a6l for therelief of his Majesty's

Popifh or Roman Catholic fubjefls of Ire-
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land, and pafTed during Mr. Pitt's admini-

ftration, under Lord Weftmorlands go-

vernment of Ireland, all the reft of the

prefent miniftry being then in fubordinate

offices, either in England or Ireland.

The preamble of this bill declares, that

" various afls ofparliament have been pafTed

" impofingon his Majefty's fubjeds, profefT-

" mg the Roman catholic religion, many
•* reftraints and difabilities to which other

" fubjeds of this realm are not liable ; and

" confidering the peaceable and loyal de-

" meanor of his Majefty's popifh or Roman
" Catholic fubjeas, it is fit that fuch re-

" ftraints and difabilities fhall be difconti-

" nued." The enading claufes admit Roman

catholics to vote for members of parliament

in Ireland, if they have a legal qualification,

mtbout nnoW}cing popery, or taking the oaths
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of allegiance and abjuration. The fame afh

makes it " lawful for papifts, or perfons pro-

" fefTmg the popifli or Roman catholic re-

" ligion, to hold, exercife, and enjoy all civil

" and military offices, or places of truft or

«* profit, under his Majefty, his heirs and

" fucceffors, in the kingdom of Ireland,

" without taking or subscribing the oaths of

" allegiance, suprejnacij, or abjuration, or

" making or subscribing the declaration re-

** quired to be taken, made and fubfcribed,

** to enable any fuch perfon to hold any of

such places, and without receiving the sa*

crament of the Lord's supper according to

" the rites and ceremonies of the church of

" Ireland ;" with the exception of the fol-

lowing offices, " of lord lieutenant, lord-

deputy, or other chief governor or go-

vernors of this kingdom, lord high chan-

" cellor or keeper, or commiflioner of the
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great feal of Ireland, lord high treafurer,

" chancellor of the exchequer, chief juftice

*' of the court of king s bench or common

" pleas, lord chief baron of the court of

** exchequer, juftice of the court of king's

** bench or common pleas, or baron of the

" court of exchequer, judge of the high

court of admiralty, mailer or keeper of

the rolls, fecretary of Hate, keeper of the

** privy feal, vice treafurer or deputy vice-

*' treafurer, teller and cafliier of the exche-

'•' quer, or auditor general, lieutenant or go-

'* vernor or cuflos rotulorum of counties,

•* fecretary to the lord lieutenant, lord depu-

'* ty or other chief governor or governors

" of Ireland, member of his majefty's mofl

'' honourable privy council, prime ferjeant,

" attorney-general, folicitor-general, fecond

" and third ferjeants at law or king's coun-

" fel, maftcrs in chancery, provofl or fellow
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" of the college of the holy undivided Tri-

"nity of Queen Elizabeth near Dublin,

•' poftmafler general, mafter and lieutenant

" general of his Majefty's ordnance, com-

" mander in chief of his Majefty's forces,

" generals on the ftaff, and fherifFs and fub-

" fheriffs of any county in Ireland." And

the fame aft makes it lawful for any pa-

pifts, " pofleffing a freehold eftate of ten

" pounds yearly value, or a perfonal eftate

ofthree hundred pounds, to have or keep

" in his hands or pofleffion, any arms, ar-

** mour, ammunition, or any warlike ftores,

" fword blades, barrels, locks, or ftocks of

" guns, or fire arms."*

* At the same time that this bill was passed, a pro-

mise was made to the Irish catholics by Mr. Pitt's

government, that they should be admitted, oo the same

terms, into the army and navy ofEngland.

€(
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BILL OF 1804-^4 GEO. IIL CAP. 75.

This bill was pafled in Mr. Pitt's I aft ad-

miniflration, a few wt-eks after his return to

power, when the Duke of rortland was Pre-

fident of the Council ; Lord Weftmorland,

Lord Privy Seal ; Lord Harrowby, Lord

Hawkefbury and Lord Camden, Secretaries

of State; Lord Chatnam, Mailer-General of

the Ordnance ; Lord Melville, firli Lord of

the Admiralty ; Mr. Canning, Treafurer of

the Navy; Mr. Spencer Perceval, Attorney-

General ; SirVicaryGibbSjSolicitorGeneral

;

and Lord Eld on. Lord High Chancellor

of England, and Keeper of his Majeflfs con-

fcience. It is worthy of the greateft atten-

tion at the prefent moment.

By this aft, his Majefty is empowered to

admit an unlimited'^a.9jmber of foreign
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PAPISTS into his army, to form them into

regiments, battalions and corps, and to give

commiflTions, without any rejlridlions what*

ever, to foreign papilts to command them :

It declares, that no foreigner *^ fo enlifting

" or accepting a commiHion from his Majefly,

" (hall be liable to any pain, penalty or

'* forfeiture whatever, for having accepted

** any fuch commifiTionjOrenlifted as a foldier

" in any fuch regiments, battalions or corps

** as aforefaid, bij reafon of his having pro-

fejfed the FopiJJo religion, and not having de^

dared thefame at the time of his accepting

*'fuch commifjion or enlifling ;" and it further

enafts, " that fuch officers, non-commifTi-

*' oned officers, drummers and private foU

** diers refpeftivelyj^a// take fuch oath for

** their fidelity, during their continuance in

" his Majefly 's fervice, as his Majefly foall

" direct and no other,' By the fame ad his

((

((
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Majefly is empowered to flation "within any

" part of the united kingdom, ten thoufand

** meti ferving in fuch regiments, battahons or

** corps, at any one time;" and authority is

given to order thofe foreigners " to be bil-

•' letted and quartered, and to be received

" and provided for in quarters, in the fame

** manner, to all intents and purpofes, as any

" of his Majefty's regular forces in the uni-

** ted kingdom, now are or by law may be

" billet ted and quartered, and received and

" provided for in quarters.'*

BILL OF 1807.

This bill was brought into parliament,

under Lord Grenvilles adminiftration, by

Lord Howick, and withdrawn by Lord

Howick before his difmiffal from office.
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In the preamble of this bill it was declared

to be expedient, " that his Majefty (houldbe

" enabled to avail himfelf of the military

" fervices of all his liege fubje61s for main-

•^ taining the intereft, honor and indepen-

" dance of theBritifh empire; and that his

** Majefty 's fubje6ls, however employed in

* any of hisMajefty's forces, fliould be allow-

** ed the free exercife of fuch religious opi-

** nions as they refpeftively profelled
;''

and in the enafting claufes it was declared,

" that it fhall and may be lawful for his Ma-

** jefty to confer any military commiffion or

** appointment whatever upon any of his

** liege fubjeds without exception ;" and that

no perfon having taken the oath ofallegiance

to his Majefty and declaration to maintain

and fupport the fucceflion of the crown as

limited by law,* which are recited at length

*Tbe Kin^ was therefore enabled if he should choose
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in the bill, " (hall be liable to any penalties

** for having exercifed any fuch commifTion

" or appointment." And it was further de-

clared, " that no perfon employed in his Ma-

•* jelly's forces, and having previoufly made

** known to his commanding officer his diffent

*' from the doftrines and worfhip oftheefta-

'^ blilhed church, (hall under any pretence or

** by any means be prevented from attending

*' the worfhip in fervice of his religious per-

** fuafion at proper and feafonable times, and

" fo as fhall be confiflent with the due dif-

*' charge of his military duties, or fhall be

" compelled to attend any fervice of the

•* eflablifhed church."

it, to call to his service such persons, whether catholics

or protestants, as ofhis own free-will he might be dis*

posed to trusty hal he waii hound to exact from them

an oath of allegiance, and a declaration infavour of

the protestant succession.
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The Duke of Portland, Lord Eldon, Lord

Weftraorland, Lord Harrowby, Lord

Hawkelbury, Lord Camden, Lord Chatham^

Lord Melville, Mr. Canning, Mr. Perceval

and Sir Vicary Gibbs, v/ho pafTed the bill

of 1804, \w favour of foreign papists,

call themfelves friends of the eftablifhed

church, and have the afTurance to call Lord

Grenville and Lord Howick enemies to the

proteftant religion and friends to the papifts.

It is flill more flrange that there (hould be

found perfons who believe them. The fol-

lowing comparative ftatement ofthe concef-

fions made to the papifts by the three bills is

a clofeabftraa of the foregoing pages, and

will probably diminifli the number of thofe

ignorant perfons, whom fo much pains

have been taken to miflead.
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LORD GREVVILLE's LETTER

TO THE

SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN

KNOWLEDGE.

This Society having flated in an advertifemcnt
that the late Bill for the Relief of Catholic Offi,

cers was " an Innovation hoftile to the Eflablifhed

Church,- Lord Grenvilre, who is a member of

itaddrefTed the following Letter to the Secretary.

Sir, Downing.flreet, May 2d, i goy.
The Society for promoting Chriflian Knowledge,

of which I am a member, has thought fir to pub.'

lifh, during a general Election, a Refolution
declaratory of its opinion refpedling a political
meafure recently fubmitted to Parliament.

That meafure, brought forward for purpofes oi

peace, union, and public fecurity, by men who
yield to none of their fellow- fubjedls in loyalty

c
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to their Sovereign; and attachment to tlie Civil

and Religious Conftitution of their country, is

there ftigmatized as hoftile to the Eftablifhed

Church and Ecclefiaftical Conftitution of the

Realm, and as fubverflve of thofc principles

which placed His Majefty*s Family on the

Bririfli Throne.

It is natural for thofe whofe charadlers are thus

afperfed, to inquire by what right any perfons

have taken upon themfelves, in the name of fuch

a Society, to give countenance and currency to an

injurious and groundlcfs calumny, fabricated for

the watch-word of a party, and calculated only to

excite and to uphold a popular clamour.

The Society was inftituted, as its annual publi-

cations declare, for " theincreafe of the knowledge

and pradice of our Holy Religion,** by the fup-

port of Charity Schools, and by the diftribution of

Bibles, Prayer-books, and religious tradls. Thofc

who havediredled the prefent proceeding can beft

explain in what manner Chriftian Knowledge,

or Chriftian Pradlice^will be increafed by promot-
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ing Religious Animofitics and Civil Difcord, by

ftirring up the blind prejudices and ungovernable

paflions of the ignorant, and by circulating

amongft our fcUow-fubjeds, inflead of the word

of truth and charity, the libellous and inflamma-

tory calumnies of eledioneering contefts and party

violence.

As a Member of the Society, folicitous for the

promotion of its genuine objcds, I defire to enter

my dilTent to a refolution purporting toexprefs its

unanimous opinion. I objedl to the propriety of

its taking part at all in the political divifions of

the country. I objed: to its labouring to extend

and to prolong thofe divifions with refpcdl to a

meafurc publicly withdrawn, and of which there

is confequently no longer any queftion. But

moft of all I objed to the truth, and may Inot

add, to the decency of a cenfure, which, if it

were founded either in juftice or in reafon, would

apply equally to almoft every defcription of pub-

lic men, and would even implicate all thofe autho-

rities which are the moft entitled to our refpedl

and reverence.



If to permit the King's fubjeds of all perfua^

lions to ferve him in his army be ** an unconftitu^

tional innovation,'* with whom, and when, did it

originate ? It was fiift made the law in Ireland

fourteen years ago, at the exprefs recommendation

of the Crown, delivered from the Throne by one

of His Majcfly's prcfent Minifters, then Lord

Lieutenant of that kingdom.

If the adoption of a fimilarlawin Great Britain

would be " an ad: of hoftility to the Eftablilhcd

Church," to whom ihall that hoflility be afciib-

ed ? To thofe who have now propofed, or to

thofe who long ago engaged for that conccfTion ?

To the framers of Lord Howick's Bill, or to

thofe members and fupporters of the prefent Go^

vernment, who, in the year 1793, gave and autho-

rized that promife to the Catholics of Ireland ?

U the employment of Catholic Cfficers and

Catholic Soldiers in the general fervice of the

Empire ; if the permitting them to hold and exer-

cife, at His Majeftfs difcreiion, all military com-

miffions, the rank and ftation of a general not e^.



21

cepted J if the relieving them in this refpe(fl from

all penalties and difabilities on account of their

religious perfuafion—if thefe things be matter of

juft alarm " to the Ecclefiaftical Conftitution of

this Country," when was the moment for that

alarm? In the year 1804 all this and more than

this, was done in an ad propofed by Mr. Pitt

with the concurrence of his colleagues now in

Adminiftration, pafled by the Britifh Parliament,

and fandioned by his Majefty's royal aflent.

That adl legalized a long lift of military commif-

iions, antecedently granted by His Majefty with

the advice of the fame Minlfters ; and it enabled

His Majefty profpecftively to grant at his difcre-

tion all military commiflions whatever to Ca-

tholics not indeed to Britifti or Irifti Catholics,

but to foreign Catholics ; to men who owe His

Majefty no allegiance, and who are not even requi-

red to difclaim thofe tenets which all ourfeilow-

fubjeds of that perfuafion havefolemnly abjured.

What ground of difference will then remain to

juftify thefe outrageous calumnies againft the late
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propofal ? Is it that men were permitted to afpire

to the rewards and honours of a profeflion, to the

toils and dangers of which the Legiflaturc of

their country had long fince invited them ? Is it

that the fame indulgences which had been promif-

cd and granted to Catholics by others, were

not withheld by us from Proteftant Diffenters ?

Or is it, laflly, that we judged our own country-

jnen and fellow-fubjedls entitled, under His

Majefty's difcretion^ to the fame confidence and

favour which Parliament had fo recently extend-

ed to foreigners of all nations and all def-

criptions ?

And let me further afk if thefc concefHons,

all, or any of them, are fubverfive of the princi-

ples which placed His Majefly*s illuflrious Houfe

upon the Throne, what is to be faid of the

far more extenfive indulgences propofed in i8oi»

by that great Minifter, now no more, whofe name

I have already mentioned ? Were his principles

alfo fubverfive of the Eftablifhed Church, and of

the Civil Conftitution of the Monarchy ? And

\{be too muftbe involved in this undifcriminating
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and injurious cenfu re, what condemnation will not

thofe men deferve, who in the very moment of

pretended danger have advifed His Majefly to call

to his prefent councils the authors,the partizans,and

the fupporters of Mr.Pitt's plan ; a plan including

all that has been now propofcd, and extending

very far beyond our meafure ?

On the expediency of thefe meafures ftatefmen

may differ. To ftigmatize them as hoflile to our

eflablifhments or dangerous to our Conftitution,

is to libel both the Throne and the Parliament, to

calumniate the exifting laws, and to impute to the

mod confiderable public characters of our age,

both the living and the dead, principles and pur-

pofes difclaimed by themfelves, and contradi<fced

by the whole tcnour of their lives. It is for the

Society to confider whether fuch a conducl be

confonant to the character which it befits them to

maintain, or in any manner conducive to the ob-

jeds of a charitable and a religious inftitution.

I have the honour to be, &c, See.

GRENVILLE.
The Rev, G. Gaihn, D. D. Secretary to the Society for

promoting Christian Knouledrct
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