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An Humble

ADDRESS
TO THE

KNIGHTS, CITIZENS
AND

BURGESSES, ^c.

Gentlemen,
O U are now invellcd with the

whole reprefentativc Power of the

ifcvS^^ Commons of Great Britain'^ a

\^f% Truft, the moft honourable and

hnportant, that can be conferr'd

upon Subjc(5l:s and Freemen. Not
only our Lives, our Liberties and

our ElVates are at your Difpofal, but even the

Prefervation of our excellent Conjftttition^ and the

very Being of the Britijh Name depend upon your

honeft and prudent Condud, at this critical Con=»

juDdture,
A «^ T mn{^



(4)
I mull therefore beg Leave, with great Humi-

lity, to offer you (bmc Confiderations on the Part,

which a Britijh Houfe of Commons ought to take at

fudi aCrilis ; for though you are certainly invefted

with a plenary Authority, and cannot be controul'd

in your Conduct by any Perfons without Doors,
after your Eledion

;
yet every good Man will be

glad to know the Sentiments of Thofe, whom he

rcprefcnts, and to give their Arguments a fair

Hearing, at leaft, whether they may have Force
enough to convince his Judgment, or not. This is

all the Privilege we claim, by applying to our Re^
frcfeiitati'ves ; and as it hath been frequently exer-

ciied, upon extraordinary Occafions, without gi-

ving any Offence, I mull rely on the fame Indul-

gence on the prefent Emergency, which is as great

and important as ever awakened the Attention of
this Nation.

In the firlt Place, you will do well to confider

that you are a 7iew Reprefentati've of the People ^ and
every Gentleman ought to look upon Himfelf as

fuch, whether he hath ever fate in former Parlia-

ments, or not. All pall Errors and Mifcarriages

are now cancelled, as far as your Parliamentary

Capacity extends, ( tor That is very different from
the minijlerial Office^ and you now fet out again

with frclh Powers, as new Men. Nothing there-
- fore, which was done in the lajl Parliament, ought
to preclude your Freedom of Judgment in the en-

fiLUJg ; nor determine you, right or wrong, to per-

fevcre in the fame Gourfe. Some Gentlemen, per-

haps, may have been formerly governed too much
by Party Confiderations, and others by ptrfonal At-
tachmcnts, or Prejudices ^ but Time and the Event
of Things mull have now convinced Them that

theyfollovv'd falfe Guides, and will induce them,
no doubt, to call them off' for the future.' If
any others lliould have fuffer'd Themfelvcs to be
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flucnccd by worfe Motives, They have now an Op-

portunity of purging their Charafters, and making

Ibme Atonement to their Country, by a more jult

and honourable Condud.
, r ^

Thefe Contiderations relate only to thoje (^ch-

tkmen, who have already enjoy'd Seats m Parlia-

ment. But there are amonglt you great Numbers

of mw Members, ftriftly fo call'd, to Nvhom this

Addrefs is more particularly, and indeed more

chearfuUy diredcd- forasThefe conlift chiefly ot

voiw^ GeutJemen, who have hitherto had no Share

in the Guilt, or Folly of any former Meafures, We
may apply to Them with more Freedom, and

Hopes of Succefs.
n ^ r^ •-

To you, Gentlemen, in this fatal Grilis, to you

does the Nation commit her Interelb, and from

you docs fhe hope her Prefervation. \ ou arc come

up, as it were, to a Trial of your Charaaers ;
and

they will forever retain the Impreifions, which

you now ftamp upon them. If you keep them

pure and unfullied, their Currency will be univer-

fal; but if you mix them up with the bafe Allay

of a Minifler, you tarnilli their Luftre, and leflen

their Weight- they will generally be returned upon

your Hands, or pafs only within the Verge of Cor-

ruption. ,

You are at prefent unengaged, uncorrupted, and

we hope uninfluenced. Two Paths lye before you.

Which to follow, is a very ferious and important

Confideration. If, at firll fetdng out, you chufe

the wrong, you will foon be bewilder'd, and it

may never be in your Power to quit it more. The

Paths ofCom//)?/o;;infenfibly lead to the Precipice

of Infamy, from whence there is no Return. But

we depend on your making a right Choice. There

is an Honcfty natural to 7l!ith -, there is a Spirit |

unbroken by Complaifance ; there is a Senfe of
'

Shame,
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Shame, and a generous Regard to Reputation. All
Thefe are fo many Warrants of your behavino-
in a Manner, that becomes you ; and till you lole
Thefe, your Country will not lofe you. But be
allured, no Artifice will be wanting to diveft you
ot them

; and fuch Methods have formerly been
too fuccefsful, not to give us fome Apprehenfions
of their prevailing to your Dilhonour, unlefs you
are premonillicd and forearmed againlt them.

It Luxury^ if Pleaftire can make you facrifice

your Morals to your Appetites ; if the childiili

Pomp oi^ Strings and empty Names can flatter your
Imaginations

; they will all be employed to draw
you off from the honeft Bent of your natural Dif-
pofition. But if the Candour of your yet-untain-
ted Minds fhould rejed thefe Allurements with
Difdain

; then a more artful Attempt will be made
upon you ; then you will be told that this Horror
of Corniptiov^ this Spartan and Roman Virtue, is

the Effcd of your Ignorance of the World, and a
Speculation only fit lor School- boys. The Force
oi Ridicule will be likewife try'd, and you'll be fa-
cetioufly call'd hopeful young Saints and Patriots.
Men of reputed Abilities will be fet on to warn
you of the Uielefsnefs and Folly of thefe high-flown
Notions. You will be told they are romantick, im-
pradicable, the Bane of all Bufinefs, and the Con-
tempt of every Man of Senfe. Little falfe Con-
fidences will be made you of the private Views of
Gentlemen in Oppofttion ; Bits of Scandal thrown
out upon their Charaders ; and an Opinion incul-

cated, that the Difpute on either Side is only for
Pcwer^ not Principles. Thus, by Degrees, They
will hope to bring you to an Indifference for both
Sides^ and a Regard for nothing but jourfclf:^ a

,
ncceflary Confequencc of which is a devoting of all

your
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your Adions to prefejjt Profit, and joining with

Tbofe^ who offer moft.

Should This fail ; fhould you be firm enough to

maintain, againll the F^lhion of the Times, againll

the Example of many of your Acquaintance, and

againft the Weight of fuperior Authority, that

there is fomething real in publick Spirit, Integrity

and Freedom-, you will be laugh'd at for hovefl^ftm'

ph Fello-iH^s, and a quite different Language will be

ufed to you. You will then hear ot nothing but

the Caufc oiWhiggifm ^ the Danger wc are in from

the Tories ; the Necelfity of uniting, under the

Standard of the prefeiit M r. You will be told

that Liberty and Property, the Protefiant SiicceJJion,

the Peace of Europe, Religiou, Toleration, Trade

and puhlick Credit, arc all featcd and center'd in

his PerfoH', all fupported, and fupportable alone,

by the Continuance and Increafe of bis Pozuer.

Unhappy Nation! where all thefe BlelTings depend
upon the fingle Thread of cne Mati's Life, ib

near being fpun out.—If not cut off'! Should

you ask the Reafon of this wonderful Connection

between •xfingU Man and all thefe Things • Ihould

you enquire why the Nation is reduced to an in-

tire Dependance upon one Suhjeil, "and what Proofs

of Ability, or Virtue, that SuljecJ hath given to

deferve fuch a prodigious Degree of Trurt, fuch a

Delegation of more than Roya-l Poicer; it will be

anfwered that he was a iVhig {o long ago as in

Queen Anne's Reign, and hath never acted with

the Tories but once, when he was o'lt of Place.

It This fhould not convince you ', if you lliould

examine his Principles by his Conduct^ and conclude

on good Proofs that this boafted IFhiggifm is no-

thing more than a vain and fallacious Name to var-

nifh over the Ads ot arbitrary Pcujer; you will

be colkd Jacobites by all the fo^d-moiith'J Tools of
f/iinifferial
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ininijlerial Defamation ; whilfl: many of T'hefe^ to

whom that Appellation notorioufly belongs, arc gra-

ced with the Favour of the M r, and are the

mofl zealous Agents for his luterefls. Perhaps too

Frowns may be play'd upon you, and you may
be mark'd out for all thofe Mortifications^ which

the befl Subjects have been forced to undergo for

the Sake of the worji. But let not This difcou-

rage you. Such Delulions cajnnot, mull not long

prevail, even where They have taken the decpell

Root. Difgrace and Favour will recover their pro-

per Channels. A lliort Time mull turn the former

upon Thofe, who fo indecently triumph in and

abufe the latter. And then what will be the Cir-

cumllances of Thofe amongll you, who have min-

gled your felves with the Dregs of this Iniquity,

and decked your felves vainly in the worn-out Robes,

the foil'd and dirty Purple of a defpifed and detejed

Facfion againji their Country F Surely, nothing can

be more wrong, in Point of Interefi, ( if Intereji

ought at all to be conlidercd, where Duty is con-

cerned) than for a young Gentleman^ in the open-

lyng of his Life, to forfeit all Claim to the Reward
of Merit to his Country in better, and probably

not diilant Times, for the Sake of a little, prefenc

temporary Gain, obtain d and prcfervcd on the

moll fervilc Terms. Jruch a Condudl would re-

fcmble That offomejjw//;^ A^v/, who are in fo

much Halle to be fettled, as They call it, that

They marry a common Whore, rather than wait for

a proper Ellablilhment.

Jf then the Reafons, which might induce you

to forfake the Interells ofyour Country, are fo weak

and unconvincing; how much may be urged on

the other Side to encourage you to a6l agreeably

to your own unbyals'd Sentiments ? Toung Minds

are generally moved by great Examples ^ and the

greatej}
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greatep are not wanting, on this Occafion, to ani-

mate and inftrutt you. Look round the Nation

for the jMen of the highcfi Dignity^ the moft ac-

kvowIedg'dlVifdom^ and tryd hitegrity^ you fhall

find Them engaged in the fame Caufe, to which

you are now invited to accede, and ready to afTift

you with their Lights, their Credit, and their

r riendfliip. By the Advantage of this Participa-

tion, you yourfelves will foon become conlidcrable

too ; far more conliderable than the higheft Mi-
nions of Him you oppofe. Thofe amongfl you,

who are born to great Eftates, are, by the Inde-

pendency of your Condition, fuperior to any, that

hold the proudeft Fortunes at the Pleafure, and by
the precarious Favour of a Court. And Ihould

there be any in lefs affluent Circumftances, what
immortal Honour will They gain, if byOeconomy,
and a generous Contempt of fuperfluous Pleafures,

They can withlland the Force of that Temptation?

What will They lofe by fo doing? Will They be

received with lefs Eftcem and Regard in the beft

Companies, becaufe They are not brought there

in an Equipage, purchafed at the Expence of their

own Virtue.^ and the Chnl Lift ? Or will They not

be diftinguiilied and recommended by that Virtucy

more than They cculd by their Expence ? Is the

Sprit of a Man of ^laltty a worfe Mark of good

Birth and Breeding, than fuperfluous Expence., and

tawdry Pomp ^ in which too, at bell, you will be

cclypfed by twenty Sharpers about 1 own, who are

as juftly proud of their lucky Hits at White's^ as

you can be of yours at St. James 2,.^ and who ftand

equal with you in real Merit, as well as in the

Opinion of Mankind ? What then is this mighty

Sacrifice, that your Country requires from you ? It

is only to give up fome trifling Vanities, which tall

to the Share of every Couoriih^ to feparate your-

B fclves
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fclves from the Herd of T'hofe^ who are even the

Contempt of the Maflers they ferve ; and to place

your Pride in the folid Superiority of a Mind a-

bove Dependance, and a Reputation without At-
taint. Different, very diiierent, is the Sacrifice de-

manded from you by the Man^ that would cor-

rupt you. Honour, Gonfcience, and the Elleem
of honcll: Men, prefent Peace, and future Expecla-

tions, all mult be given up to fleeting Favour, and

perhaps to a bare Proniife of Preferment. Judge
therefore which is likely to colt you molt ; and if,

when the Account is rightly ballanced, you find

Virtue more eligible than Vice^ you will leave all

Thofe without Excufe, who in higher Fortunes

iliall make a meaner Choice, and part with real

Advantages to fupport imaginary Wants.
If I may be allow'd to add a lighter Argument

to the many ferious and folid ones, which I have

already urged
;
give me Leave to tell you that,

upon this Choice, depends the Opinion Mankind
will entertain of your Parts, as well as of your
Probity. Would you make any Figure in the gay^

the politCy and witty Part of the World, you mull
not unite yourfelves to 'Thofe, who have fo long

iDcen the Objc(!n;s of their Mirth, and whofe Ridi'

^///^jjultly acquired and indelibly fixed, Iheds it$

ridiculous Influence over all their Dependents.

There is one Caution more to be obferved,

without which all the reft will be inefiedtual, and
you will flint in the Midit of your C-ireer. If it

fliould happen that your Ardour, in purfuing this

glorious ( vaule, docs not meet with immediate Suc-
cels ; if Difficulties and Obltrudions Ihould arife

;

do not therefore conclude that all is lolt, and fit

down with an Opinion that it is ufelefs to contend

any farther. . Such a defponding Turn of Mind
cannot poihbly do you Siwy Good , but it may ren*

dcr
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der thofe Diilcmpers palt Recovery, which it i$

yet in your Power to cure. Remember the wile

Maxim of anticnt Rome ; mJite dcfperare de Repub-'

licL No, Gentlemen, all is not lort, till you lole

yourfelves, and enervate your Strength by a forlorn

and pufillanimous Deipair. Do but hope, do but

llruggle, and you will conquer. When in the Con-

fternation and Affright, that feiied the Ro7?tafis^

after the great Defeat at C:wn£^ the Senators were

io difcouraged as to deliberate whether they lliould

not leave the City, and retire immediately to fome

Place of Safety ; Scipo^ then a Youth, being in-

formed of their Gonfultation, came into their Af-

fembly with his Sword drawn, and obliged Them
by Force to take an Oath mt to abandon the

Commonwealth, This Adion of Vigour had a fud-

den and ftupendous Effed • the Roman Intrepidity

revived \ and the Enemy ceafed to be formidable,

when He ceafed to be fear'd. In like Manner, it

becomes you, Gcntkmin^ to undertake the Defence

ofthe Commonwealth, in this nice and dangerous

Conjuncture, if }-ou fee it abandoned by oMer^ or

greater Men, The Example of your Courage will

revive their fainting Spirits, and Ihame Them into

a more generous Refolution. You are certainly to

look upon yourfelves as the laft Refource of this

Conftltution. Amongll Thofe, who have been

lono-er verfed in Bufinefs, many are harden'd in

Guilt by familiar Practice; many infatuated by an

habitual Courfe of Blunders ; and too many funk

deep in a fupine^ unrejijling Indolence, When Hi-

ftory Ihall fpeak of the prefent Age, in what Colours

will it paint the lo'-jo i)epra'Dityy to which we are

fallen ? How corrupt^ how effeminate,, how prone

to Slavery w ill it reprefent us ? And how j.uftly

Ihall we fuffer the Reproach of all Poftzrity? But is, ^^

in this black and inglorious- Scene, what a noble \'^

B 2 . Con-
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Contraflc, what a fhining Figure will you make, if

the fame Hiftory fliall relate that tPjis Corruption

was check'd, this Slaihry and Rnhi prevented, by
the Virtue of an hundred young Mejjy who Hood in

the Gap, and faved their Country ?

Having addrefs'd you thus far in general, it may
be expected that I fhould defcend into fome Parti-

culars, relating to the Parliamentary Fun^ion^ as

well as the prefent State of Affairs, both at home
and abroad.

The firlt Step to be taken, at the Opening of
a new Parliaimnt^ is the Choice of a proper Per-

fon to fill the Chair, and preiide over that illu-

llrious Aflembly ^ but as there will probably be

no Contention, upon this Account, I fhallnot trou-

ble you with any Conliderations upon it.

The Practice of fummoning the Members to the

Cock-Pit, by a minillerial Writ, and haranguing

Them there, before his Majefty opens the Sellion

with a Speech from the Throne, is but of modern
Date, and may be jultly ranked amongfl thofe Im-
provements, which have been lately made on our

Con/Iitution. I don't know exactly how long this

Cuflom may have prevailed, nor is it ofmuch Im-
portance to the Publick ; but I may venture to af-

firm that it hath been carried farther, within a very

few Years, than it ever was before ^ having not

only been punctually obferved at the Beginning of

every Sellion, but even prollituted to the Service

ciparticular Jobs ',
to flop Enquiries into Frauds

of the moft pernicious Nature • to fcreen Delin-

quents of the worftKind* and infringe that Liberty

of 'Doting, which is always peculiarly intended by a

Ballot.
There Is fomething very ridiculous, as well as

unparliamentary, in thcfe minificrial Conventions,

Their firlt Aflembly is commonly held at the Mi-
ni(let's



( 13)
litIter's own Houfe, three or four Days before the

Meeting of Parliamevt^ and conhfts only of a few
trtijiy Creatures., who are called together, in order

to perufe the Kings iSpeech, and conlider of proper

Pcrfons to move tor and fecond the Addrefs. Thefe

Geiitkj-aeii^ who are generally propofed by the A//-

fiijier Himfclf, after a fclf-denying Speech, moticfl-

\y declining fo great an Honour, and deliring it

may be put into abler Hands, arc at lall overcome

and prevailed upon to undertake it. At the fame

Time, thefe choice Friends are let into the State

of Affairs, as far as is neceflary, and inftrucSled

what to fiy, in Cafe of a Debate, upon feveral

particular Points. ——— But to refume the Buli-

nefs of the Addrefs-., which, perhaps, is likewife

drawn up and fettled, long before They met, as well

as the Speech'., for it hach been the Pradice cttTome

late Minifiers not only to put whatever They think

fit into their Mafiers Mouth, (which is commonly
a Panegyrick on Themfelves, or a Juftification of
their Mcafures,) but likewife to do the fame kind

Office for the Parliament., and make Them eccho

back the Subltance of it, by Way of Addrefs.

When thefe Points are fettled in the minifterial Ca-
linet., for fo I may call it, a general Atlembly of

all the well-affe6ied is fummoned to meet, a Day
or two afterwards, at the Cock-Pit'., where the

fame Farce is adled over again, in a more circum-

ftantial, and folemn Manner. The Minifier produ-

ces a Copy of the Speech ; which beins; read and

received with great Applaufe, it is rcfolved, nc-

mine contradicente., to promote a loyal and dutiful

Addrefs to his Majefty upon it, not only to return

Him Thanks for fo gracious a Speech, but to ap-

plaud the IVlfdom ofall his Meafares., and to aifure

Him of their chearful Concurrence to any Sup-

plies^ that may be judged neceffary, in the prefent

Exigency;
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Exigency ; in this Manner deviating from the an-
ticntPradice of Parliament, which conlifted only
in returning his Majefty Thanks for his Speech, in

general; whereas This is a previous Engagement
to fatisly all the Demands of a Co'irt-^ and though
it may be underftood at home to be only a Com-
pliment of Courfe, it certainly carries a diflcrent

Afped abroad, and looks as if the Parliaraem had
in a Lump approved of all the Meafures of the Ad-
miniflration. Then the PerfotJSy agreed upon before
to move and fecond this Adirefs^ are propofed by
another -worthy Gentleman^ who is likewife let into

the Secret, and unanimouily approved. Here again
They modeflly decline it, as if there had been no
previous Meetings and again with great Importu-
nity are prevailed upon to accept it.—What makes
this Scene ftill more diverting is, that when the
Commons return to their own Houfe from the Honfe
cf Lords^ after his Majelty hath made his Speech,
the Speaker always tells them, in a formal Manner,
zhat He hath, with great Difficulty^ obtain'd a Copy

of it; when above halfthe Members, perhaps, had
feen, or heard it read, a Day or two before.

That there have been fuch PraSiices^ in former
Times, cannot bedeny'd; but as They are cer-
tainly unparliamentary^ and anticonfttttittonalj they
ought to be prevented for the future ; at leaft, it

behoves every Gentleman, who hath the Honour to
be fent up^ with a Gommiffion from the People^ to
beware of the Artifices made Ufc of in thele no'vel

Jfemhlies^ and to keep Himfelf unengaged till the
whole Merit of every Point, that is to come be-
fore Him, is fully opened and explained by a free
Debate on both Sides.

The next Point to be confider*d in Order, as
vf^tM as Importance, is the Committee of Privilege^
and EWions \ which is a Sort of a Cmrt ofjii-

dicaturc.
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dicature^ for the Decifion of Parliamentary Di/puteSy

and therefore all Proceedings in it ought to be

conduoled with the utmoll Regard to Jultice and
Honour. Yet I am very forry to obferve that, in

fome former Parliaments, thefe Committees have

been moll fcandaloufly abufed, and made the fer-

vile Inflruments of a prevailing Fa^ion in the

Houfe, or an infoknt^ domineering Minijler. The
Misfortune is, that Gentlemen are apt to think

ThemfeKes at Libert}- to vote, upon thefe Occaftons^

juft as their Interefts, or Inclinations, or Friend-

lliips, or Allyanccs, or other private Conliderati-

ons, may direct Them, without any Regard to the

Merits of the Caufe. Nay, it is become a com-
mon Practice to foUicit thcfe Points publickly, and
to beg the Votes and Intereil of particular Mem-
bers for fuch or fich an Eledion, if Thev arc not

pre-engaged. To This We mull add that the

Examinations, in fetch Cafes, not being upon Oatby
there is commonly too much Lying on both Sides

;

which gives the bad Part of the Houfe a Pretence

for favouring which Side They pleafe, and lays

even the moll impartial Judges under fome Diffi-

culty to determine where the Right lies. But
whatever fome Gentlemen may think, or pretend to

think, an equitable Determination of tbefe Difpntes
is fo eflential to the Freedom and Independency of
Parliament^ that as no private Influence whatfoever
ought to byafs your Judgments, fo no Attention
fhould be wanting to inform them. It is impolli-

blc to lay down any particular Rules for making a

right Judgment upon tbefe Occaftons \ but I believe

it will be too often found true that when Perfejns

in Office become Petitioners^ They have no other

Right to fit in Parliament, than what They expe6l
from the Power of a Mmijler, and the Partialit*x

oi the HouCc, Nay, many have been known to"
iland
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ftand Candidates with no other View ; for when a

Mifjijier finds the Country run {o llrongly againft

Him, that with all his Power and Corruption He
can get only a very incovfidenihk Ma'pnty^ nothing

is more common than to fend his Creatures about

to different Boroughs, with Orders to oppofe

Country Gentlemen at all Adventures. No Mat-
ter for the natural Inttrejl o] the Place, or the ap-

parent hjclinatious of the People ; no, nor even for

the Poll, Declaration^ and Return. 'Yh^irjianding

Candidates alone gives Them a Pretence of Petiti-

oning, and their Patron an Opportunity of weed-

ing the Houfc, as it is calfd, of obnoxious Mem-
bers. But This, Gentlemen, is a Practice of the

moil, dangerous Confequence, which may come to

affed you all, and ought to be effed:ually difcoun-

tcnanced before it is too late ; for what avails the

boafted Right of Englipmen to chufe their own
Reprefentatives, if their Elcdlion is to be fet afide,

in this Manner ? All Members brought in by fuch

Means, are certainly the Reprefentatives of the Mi-
NisTER, not of the People. Alas! without

any fuch Proceedings, every Mmifry hath too

much Influence in the Choice of a Parliament ; nor

have They any great Reafon to triumph in their

Succefs, as a Mark ofWifdom or Dexterity, when
We look either Northward, or Wejlward, and fee

particular Agents, or Undertakers, lent down to ne-

gotiate for whole Counties, in one Place, and for

all the Members of both Houfcs of the Legiflature,

in the otPjer, Belidcs This, there are Numbers of
Boroughs, which are diftinguillied by fe-ceral Offi-

ces, and arc thought to be lb much the Properties

of them, that They are called 'Treafury-Boroughsy

Admiralty-BGrougbs, Ordinance-Boroughs, ViSlual-

J^png-Boroughs, ^c. Nay, every Go'vernor of a
Town, that fends Members to Parliament, thinks

H»
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He hath a Right to be one, and hath fuch a Pow
er of diitrefhng and haralling Them, that They
arc commonly obhged to gratify Him in his Ex-
pedtations.

Attendance is fo necefTary a Duty in Members of
Parliavient^ that it may feem almoft impertinent

to put you in mind of it ; and yet it hath been fo

commonly neglected, in tormcr Parliaments, that

the warmeft Exhortations on this Head defcrve

your Excufc. If Gentlemen would but ferioufly

rcflc(5l on the Nature of the Trull, which is rcpo-

fed in Them, and which They have undertaken

to execute, nay perhaps foUicited it with great Im-
portunity, and at lall obtained it in Exclulion of
others, who would have been proud to execute it

;

if they would be pleafed to conlider that the Peo-

ple have chofen I'hem their Mtornies^ to tranfadt

Matters of the higheft Importance between T'han

and the Crozvn, in Conjundiion with the Peers of

the Realm • and that the Liberties and Properties

of a whole Nation depend on a faithful Execution

of this Truft ; it Gentlemen, I fay, would give

themfelves Time to make fuch Rcfledtions asThefe,

they muft think Themfelves bound by all the Ties

of Confcience, Honour and Gratitude, to perform

their Engagements, by a ftri(5t and conftant Atten-

dance on the BuJinefs of the Publick ; for what

Excufe can any Gentlem.an make to Thofe, w^hom

He reprefents, if a Point of the utmoft Confequence

to the Nation fliould happen to be loft by a jJngle

Voice^ whillt Pic was in Purfuit of a Fox in the

Country, or perhaps loitering away his Time in

Town ? Such Things have frequently happened in

Parliament ; and it is incumbent upon every Gen-

tleman, who willies well to his Country, or evenfy^ ^

pretends to any Regard for it, to take care that

they do not happen again. It is always the Duty
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the Houfe ; becaufe They don't know what De-
figns may be iecretly in Agitation, or when They
may break out ; but at fuch a critical Time as

This, confefs'd to be fo on both Sides, the Ab-
fence of any Gentleman, whofs Health will per-

mit Him to do his Duty, would be abfolutely in-

excufeablc. It hath been juftly compared to the

skulking of a Soldier on the Day of Battle^ and

win appear the more fcandalous, when we conli-

der that iU'deJigniug Men will be always fure to at-

tend, in Hopes of enriching Themfelves on the

Spoils of the Publick.

There is no Occalion to make ufe of any far-

ther Arguments to enforce the Obligation of this

Duty on the Gentlemen, who compoie the prefent

ParUariient • for I prefume that even Curiolity

itfelf will excite Them to give their Attendance at

the opening oi a new ParUametit j in which the

great Affairs oi Peace and War^ as well as fome
other Matters equally important, will in all Proba-

bility come before Them. But let no Gentleman

think that He hath done his Duty to his Coun-
try, by being, perhaps, pretty conftant in his At-
tendance, at the Beginning of a Seliion, or even

till all the great Points, as He imagines, are over.

No, the Nature of his Duty requires a conftant

Attendance, not only every SefTion, but during the

whole Scilion ; lince his Abfence may prove as de-

trimental to his Country at the latter End, as at

the Beginning. Thofc are the Times, to which
Minijiers commonly rcferve all utipopular Points^

in Hopes of a thin Houfe \ and the Succefs of this

Policy, in too many Inltances, ought to determine

you not to give Them the fame Opportunities for

&it future. I ihall only put you in mind that the

Excife-Bill was thrown out by the llrid: Atten-

dance of thofc worthy Manh^rsy who oppofed it,

^nd
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and that the late Tof^ of Credit Wis facilitated, aC

Icaft, by Non-AttetidaJice.

The prefent State of Affiirs, both at home and

abroad, is fo fully explained in two Pamphlets.

lately publilhed, which are now in almoll every

Body's Hands, that I ihall have but very little to

add upon thofe Heads. ^ , . j
In * one of thefe Pieces you will hnd a minute and

exad Dedudtion of our foreign Negotiations from

the Year 1724 to the breaking out ot the War

between F/^we^ and the Emperor; with the difte-

rent Sentiments of loth Partus upon the Progrefs

of them, from Time to Time, and the Events,

with which They have been attended -—i^rora

hence. Gentlemen, you will immediately dilcern to

'Whom the prefent Diitradions oi Europe are owing-

and whether thofe, who abetted, or oppoled theic

Tranfactions, in the laji P-arliament, were the tru-

ell Friends to the Intereft and Honour ot thefe

Kingdoms. From hence you will likewife be able

to form a Judgment of ^ny ptirre Treaties, or Ne^

ro?/^f/o;;i, which may happen,tobelaid bctore you,

and how far it will be your Duty to approve, or

difapprove them^ That is, whether they have a

natural Tendency to extricate us out ot that Maze

of Engagements, in which We are already invol-

ved, or to plunge us into frelh Difficulties, and

render our Cafe abfolutely irretrievable.

What may be the prefent and immediate Situa-

tion of our Affairs abroad, I lliall not pretend to

determine • nor is it poihble for any Man to

form a reafonable Conjcdure upon it trom thole

Lights, which have been hitherto aHorded us. V^q

fee indeed, the Ballance ofEurope quite overturn d,

and the Labour of half a Century, as well as that

C 1 in^.ite

* Tbe PQlUkb on bth ^ides, ifc-
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infinite Expence, which hath attended it, almoft
thrown away. It is extremely difficult for Thofe,
who view only the Outfide of Thines, and
are not let into the Secret of Affairs, to jud^^
what IS proper and expedient for us to do, in
luch a Conjuncture; but an homji ParHamevU
which hath a Power to call for, and infill upon
any Lights, will foon be able to dhcover the ri^ht
Path II any right Path is flill left us in fuch" a
bewilder d Situation of Affiirs, and will not do
any Thing, without the fullell Information. I wilh
It may not appear, upon this Enquiry, that we
have been officiouHy dipping our Hands in many
} hings, which did not bclona: to us, and thereby
involving our felves in a Multitude ofneedlefs Ex-
pences.—How different from This is the Gondudi:
of the States General, who have not only avoided
all thcfe Difficulties and Expences, for the Time
pall, but have taken their Meafures fo prudently
as to avoid them for the enfuing Year t

In the * other Piece, which I mentioned, the
Condud ot our domejick Jfahs is laid open, in
the fame plain Manner, by a particular Enquiry
into the Cafe oi <iUY mttonal Debts, the //a;W
ttwd, and all extraordinary Grauts of Money, from
the Year 1721 to Chrifimas i733^'~Bcrc,Gemle.
men,^ you may fee to what a deplorable State our
Affairs are reduced at home:^ that nezv Debts have
been heap'd upon us, as fall as any Part of the old
c;;^5 was paid off; that the Progrcfs oUhcfinkw^
tund in that good Wr^-k hath been frequently in-
terrupted, and at length intirely liopt; that fuch
unprecedented Grants ofMoney h-dxt been made, and
all the Revemies fo far anticipated, in Times of
Peace, that it fcems almolt impracticable to raife

*y .
^ ^^ Supplies,

' - * jIu Enquiry into tbe C-.ndua of eur domcJiUk Jfain, &c.
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Supplies, for fupporting the moft juft and neceflary

War, without fuch new and grie'vctis Impcjitions as

neither We nor our Children fhall be able to bear.

For this Reafon, you will think it highly incum-

bent upon you, as t'aithml Guardians oi the People,

not to authorize any Meafures^ nor to grant any

extraorduiary Sums of Money^ nor to iinpofe any

flew Taxes upon them, without the ftrid:eft Exa-
mination into the Reafons alledg'd for them, and

the fuUelt Convidlion that they arc ablblutely ne-

ceflary for the Safety, or Profperity of the King-
dom. You will not, Xikciomz former Parliametits

J

carry your Complaiiance to the Crown fo far, as to

extinguish all Regard for the Interefts of Thofcy

whom you reprelent ; nor iuffer your felves to be

catch'd by that Itale Artifice, of making an im-

plicit Concurrence with all the Propofals of a Mi"
mjier the only Criterion of Loyalty to your PriticCy

and Zeal for his Go'oermmrit. No, Gentlemen^ you
have already feen too much oithefe Dchijions^ and
the unhappy Confequences of them ^ for as they

have undeniably impoveriih'd the Nation, fo I wilh

I could not fay that They have tended, at leaft,

to alienate the Affections of the People from that

augnji Hoafe^ for whofe Intercil the Deliiders pre-

tend fo great a Concern. Nothing therefore can

demonflrate your Regard for the Safety oixhcpre-

fent Efiahltfhmeiit fo effeclually, in our prefent Cir-

cumltances, as the moji rigorous Frugality^ and the

Redrefs of all thofe Grievances^ which have made
the People in general fo uneafy, not to fay cla-

morous, Belidcs, none of you can now want to be

informed that the Multiplication of Taxes^ and the

vail Number of additional Officers for the Collec-

tion and Management of them, have increafed th^
Power of the Crown to fuch a Degree, that they'

are become formidable to our Liberties^ as well as

a conftant
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a conftant Drain for our Properties^ and might
foon be made to abforb both, under any other Reign
than the prefent. Every Circumllance therefore

concurs to diifuadc you from increaling thefe Taxes
and OJjiccrs^ without the utmolt NecelBty ^ and it

mull oe fome extreme Emergency indeed, which can

conllirute fuch a Neceffity, in our prefent Situa-

tion. You will rather endeavour to give the Peo-
ple fome Eafe from thofe heavy Burthens ^ under

which They have groan'd fo long, by putting a

Stop to all unmcejjary ExpemeSy and ellablilhing a

more thrifty Oeconomy for the future. It hath

alwa)s been tiie Practice of wife Nations, in Times
of Danger, or Neceffity, to fupprefs all ufelefs Of-
fices of State^ and to retrench the Salaries of o-

thersy as well as tollrike oft' all medlefs^ unmerited^

and exorbitant Pen/tons^ in order to make a Saving

for the Support of the Government, without opprel-

fing the People. As the State of our Affairs calls very

loudly forfuch a Reducfio?]^ it deferves your impartial

Conlidcration whether the prefent Forms of our Ad-
minijiratio-n would not admit of it, in fome Degree.

"Why may not one halfof the Salaries oigreat Em-
ployments^ Sinecures^ and Penjions (excepting Thofe
of real Charity) be cut oft", and given in Eafe ofa di-

Jlrejfed People^ who have long bo'rn the Burthen of
the Day ^ whilfl thefe Officers and Penfioners have

been rioting in all the ExcefTes ofLuxury, and many
ofThem in a fcandalous Manner repaying Them-
felves that fmall Proportion, which is allotted to

Them in the publick Expences ? But whether you
Ihould find it practicable to T[vi!)^t'^Viy fuch Retrench-

ments^ or not. We may alFure ourfelves that you will

not encourage, or connive at any Addition to fuch

unmcejfary Expences^ in our prefent Circumllances,

'^or fuller us to grow mere extravagant at a Time,
when
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whenWe have the moil Occafion for FVugality. This

would be like the Condud: of feme private SpefnU

thrifts^ who increafe their Expences as fall as They
mortgage their EJlates^ and let their SeriaHts grow
rich, in Proportion as They grow poor. You
will, at Icaft, think it your Duty to infill upon '^fc-

UB Comjnittee^ with full Powers, to enquire into the

Difpolition oi thofe immeufe Smns^ which have been

raifed upon the People within thefe thirteen^ or

fourteen Tears pall. Such an Enquiry, properly

condudted, would fully anfwer the Trouble it

would give you, and clear up fome Points, v\hich

might be of infinite Service to the Publick ; for

thofe mean Arts, of various Kinds, which a cer-

taiti Gentlerdan hath employ'd to obllru'it all En-
quiries into his Conduct, amid It the loudell re- ^

peated Defyances to examine it, are tacit Confci^

fions that there is fomerhing at the Bottom, which
He dreads to have difcovered, and ought to excite

all your Indullry and Application to find it out.

But above all Things, Getjtktnefj^ we flatter our-

felves that you will never give your Gonfent to

thofe iwJmited Grants of Money and Power^ which
have been lately introduced amongll us, and fo jull-

ly alarm'd all the true Friends of our Conftitm ion.

Hiftory Ihcws us that to fuch ConceJJions hath been

owing the Lofs of Liberty^ in many Countries; and
I believe no Inllance can be produced of any fres

People^ who were long able to preferve their Con-

Jiitution in Vigour, after fuch Coiiccjjtons became
frequent and familiar to them. The Cafe of the

Spanip Ck)rtes is fo well known, and hath been fo

fully explained of late, that it would be imperti-

nent to detain you long upon it, in this Place.

Give me Leave therefore only to obferve, that al-
though the Confidence repofed in Henry the a6^«*«»^v,

/
by .•
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by the Cortes of Cajile^ had not an immediate Ef-

fect in deftroying the Freedom of that Govermnefjt,

yet the Credit and Authority of the Cortes began

immediately to decline, and continued dech'ning,

till the Liberties of Caftik were intirely extinguiih-

ed. The Poifon was fure, though it was but llow
;

and, having w^ork'd itfelf into the Bowels of the

Conftitution^ wafted it away by Degrees, and ren-

der'd it unable, when the Attack was made, to re-

fift it with any Eftcd.

Such a Vote of Credit^ as T am now fpcaking ofj

is at beft a temporary Sufpenjion of our Coiijiitution^

and hath a natural Tendency to abolilh it for ever.

It is not only putting the Liberties and Properties

of the People to the laft Hazard, but voting your

felves ufelefs, in the moft effedual Manner ; for

what Influence will an Houfe of Commohs have, when

They have not onl}- parted with the Parfe of the

People^ but diverted Themfelves ot the Power to

call Miniilers to jiccount^ and examine their Con-

du5iy as They effectually do by repoling fuch a

Confidence in the Crown to ad at Dilcretion. This

is laying violent tlands upon Themfelves, and may-

be called political Self-Murther.

What therefore can be a greater Indignity to

your Characflers, as wife and honeft Men, than to

fuppofe that you willtruft any Court with a Pozver^

•which hath proved fatal to Liberty in other Coun-

tries, and muft be allow'd extremely dangerous to it

in all ? No, Gentlemen^ give us leave to wifh, as We
have Reafon to hope, that you will rather come to

a Refolution to eraze out of your Journals aWthofe

Precedents y which have been already made of fucb

Grants^ inftead of adding any new ones to them,

and giving future Kings, or Mini/lers, a Pretence

^^w . -^/drawinii!: them into common Ufagc.

^Oli
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You will be toid, no doubr, as feme of your

Predeceffcrs have been, that no ill Ufe hath been

hitherto made of tbcfe Poncrs^ and that \\ e nr.iy

never be afraid of trufting them again to i'o gra-

cious and benevolent a Prince as his preftit Ma~
jefy.

I don't know what the Gentlemen, who have al-

ready preachVi up iuch Doctrines, may intend by
faying that m ill Use hath been hithtrto made of
THESE Powers. If 7'hcy mean only that the

Form of our Conftittttioii is not yet I'ubverted, nor

our Liberties abfolutely dcltroyed, I readily agree

with Them ; and, indeed, it would be abl'urd to

addrefs you, in this Manner, if \Vc were adlualiy

reduced to fuch an Extremity. But 1 hey n^^uit

cxcufe my Apprchenlions that theft Po-ji'crs have

already been attended with fomc lUEff'ejrs^ though
not of fo defpcrate a Nature, and that they are

big with many others. Let me ask Them,, for In-

Itance, whether none of the Zvloney, granted in

this Manner, was ever employed in Peffons^ and
other fecret Services^ of a more pernicious Nature,

againft the true Intereft oi thcfe Kingdoms ? Will

1 hey pretend to fay that the Power oi gr^mting

Siihftdies to foreign Princes^ and of making Coutracfs

for foreign Troops^ as well as of augmentivg our

oijcn national Forces^ both by Sea and Land^ 'joith-

out any Limitation^ was never attended, or likely

to be attended, with any had Eff'ecfs ? Let Them
examine their own Hearts upon thefe Queftions,

and I believe They will find it fomewhat difficult

to give them an honell Anlwcr. But fuppoling

fuch Powers not to have been hitherto attended

with any bad Effects whatfoever, or even to have

been attended with fome good Efflcls-^ yet the ill

Ufe^ that may be made of Them hereafter, is fu^r.

ficient to determine you againft them j for whilft '

D they

^^.
^



(26 )

they fubfift. We can only be faid to hold our Li-

berties by Conrtefy, and at the IFill of the Prime,

As to the Virtue; ot" his prefent Majefiy^ which

lam always ready to acknowledge, they are fo

far from juilifying fuch Grants^ that they will

furnilh you with a very good Argument againft

them ^ fnee Experience hath fufficiently taught us

that whatever Coi:ceiIions are made, at any Time,

to a gooii Prince^ in Confidence that He will make

ufe of them for the Intereft of his People, will be

alwa)'S claimed by had Princes^ for other Purpofes,

and not cafily deny'd, without offering Them a

kind of perfonal Affront. A good Prince there-

fore, who hath the Happincls ot" his People really

at Heart, w^ill not defire to be truftcd with any

Pozi'ers^ which fome of his Siiccejfors may turn to

their Dcitrudtion. Indeed, this Argument, drawn

from the perfonal good ^lalities oj the Prince^ is

fo mean a Piece of Sophiftry, and hath been fo

fully exploded, that I am afhamed to attempt any

farther Confutation of it. Befides, fnch tmlimi'

ted Triijis are really of no Ufe to -a good Prince^

who is authorized by his Prercgati'ue to exert fome

extraordinary Powers, in Cafe of any fudden Emer-
gency, for the Defence of the Nation, without any

dire(^l Warrant of Parliament. Our Coii/iitution

fuppofes the Croijun to be inveiled with fetch a Pow
er, in Cafe of NecefTity, and the Exercife of it

mufl be juftify'd by the Occafion. In fhort, a Vote

of Credit ought to be look'd upon as a previous

Indemnification for alltheMeafures of a Adinijler,

by arming Him with a Sort of diSfatorial Power

to adl as He pleafes, without any Controtil, or Ac'

count ; for though Mtnijlers are generally liberal

enough of their Promifes, when They ask {orfetch

Grants^ you v/ill find upon Enquiry that They
^v» «' ^iiave always defircd to be excufed, when call'd up-

on
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on to perform them, and never yet obliged us with

any Account ; I mean luch a particiiLrr and diJiiuB

Account^ as ojght alone to give honell and reafonable

Men any Satistadion. Indeed, the laji Vote of Cre-

dit fo far exceeds all former Trufts of the fame

Kind, and a certain honourahk Gentleman was

pleafed to bind Himfelf in fo folemn a Promifc that

whatever Ufc Ihould be made of it, He would lay

an Account of it before the next Parliament, that

We hope you will infill, with more than ordijiary

Earneftnefs, on a di(itn6l Account of all Sums of

Money^ which may have been expended by Virtue

cfthis Grant^ and of the particular Ser^vices, for

which they have been expended. I Ihall clofe this

Head with obfcrving that \{ fuch an Account ihould

be now refufed you, no Credit Avhatfoevcr ought

to be given to any x-\ffurances, or Protellations of

that Kind, for the future.

But giving Moneys under any Shape, was
^
not

formerly the only, nor indeed the principal Bullnefs

of a B-itifh Parliament ; for it appears very evi-

dent from the whole Tenour oi our Hillory that

Aids and Suhftdies were commonly granted by Way
of Remuneration to the Cro^jon^ ibr the Removal of

evil Minijiers^ the Puniihmxnt of enormous Crimes^

the Kedrtkoi publick Grievances, and the Confir-

mation of popular Liberty by good Laws. Thcfe

were the Points, which always took the firft Place,

in the Parliamentary Counfels of thofe Times; and,

however the Cafe may have been fince altered,

ought ftill to prevail on the Minds of thoCc Gentle^

men, who think themfeUcs obliged to fulfil the In-

tentions of their Conjlituents, and prefer a generous

Regard for their Country to any mean Gonfidera-

tions o\^private hiterejl.

Let me therefore exhort you to t.ijce a View *of ^^
the la/l Parltame-f^t, in this Light, and 'to form ^

**"*
'
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Judgment of the fzc'o Pjrties^ who compos'd it, by
xhc different Ends They purfucd, and the different

ASis^ or Proceedings^ which Ihcy either promoted,
or oppolcd.

Should you obfcrvc, on one Side^ a continued

Scheme for loading the People with Tcixes and Ar-
mies^ in Times ot Peace^ for bridling Them with

oppejfrce La-jus^ and fubjed:ing 1 hem to the Power
oi infcknt Tax-gatherers ; Ihould there appear a-

mongft Them an implicit SubmilTion to all the Dic-
tates of a Munjhr^ and a conftant Readinefs to

jultify not only all his Meafures, and ward off all

Enquiries into his Condud, but even to fcreen hit-

qtiities of cnjery Kind^ and to convert that Place,

which ought to be the Scourge and the Terror of
great Offenders^ into a Kind ot Sandtuary and A-
lylum lor Them ; Ihould thefe Perfons have difco-

vered a deternuned Refolution to oppofe all Laws
and all Provilions for preventing that devouring

Kvil Corruftion^ for advancing the Caule of Lt-

ierty, and guarding the weak Parts of our Conjiitii'

tion againit the Jncroachments of the Cro'jjn, in fu-

• ture Times \ in lliort, Ihould it be manifeft, from
their Ibrmer Condud:, that They confult only their

vivn hiterej}^ their oivn private^ corrupt Interejiy

without any Regard to the Happincls of their

yelhw-Suhje^fs^ or the great Truit repofed in

Them ; Ihould This, I fliy, appear to you, upon
a Review oi the Proceedings of the laji Parlia^

7nent, you will fcorn to follow fo deteilable an Ex-
ample, or to adopt the Crimes and the Infamy of
fiich Men^ by treading in their Steps, and giving

a San6t:ion to thrir Mealures. No, Gentlemen,^

you will rather think it your Duty to concur with

Thofc on the other Side^'m oppoimg fiicb Adfeafarcsy

and calling the Authors of them to a llrid: Account,

as well as in promoting thofe good and whokfome

Laws
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LaiiDs for the Eafe and Benefit of the People, the

Protedion of Liberty^and the Security ofour Cofi-

Jiitntton, which the Revolution gave us a Right to

cxpedb, and which are Ihll wanting to compieat it.

Give nie Leave, Gentlemen, to be a little more
particular on this Head, and to refrelb your Me-
mories with a few Inllances on both Sides.

Do you think that it would have been any
Diflervice to your Country, if fo large a Jlanding

Army had not been kept up at home, in 1 inics

of abfolute Peace, at the Expence oiftieral Mil-
lions of Money ; or if tijuehe thoiifavd Hcffians had
not been maintained abroad, for almofi ^^ue Tears

together, at the Expence ofabove a Million more,
fcnt out of the Kingdom, if all of it did ad:u-

ally go; belides other Subfidics and Penlions to

foreign Princes-, for fome of them do not defervc

even the Name of Siihftdies ? Do you be-

lieve that all thofe 'various Treaties, in which We
have been lately engaged, have really been of any
Advantage to the Nation ; or that our na~jal Ex-
peditions, in Purfuance of them, (to fay nothing of
our doTtieJiick Armadas) have been attended with
any other Efieds than rotting our Ships.^ deftroy-

ing Multitudes of cur Seamen, and driving others

into foreign Service ? Are you of Opinion that

the fraudulent Management of the Charitable Cor-

poration, or the Sale of the late Earl of Uer^went-

paters Eflate, ought to have gone unexamined ; or
rather are you not convinced that fuch flagrant Ini-

quities ought to have been punilhed in a much
more fevere,and exem.plary Manner?—Are you not
as firmly convinced that if the Enquiry into the

Frauds of the Cujloms had not been defeated, in fo

fhamelefs a Manner, by the very Perfon, who firfl

fet it on Eoot, a Difcovery might have been made
of Abufes no lefs enormous and unjuflifiable than

the
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the others ?—Laftly, do you in your Confcienccs
believe that the late Eacife'Scheme was calculated
for the Interelt, Happinefs and ^-xitty of a/r^e
People-^ or even that it did not contain a whole
Sypni of Oppreffion^ and llrikc at the very Vitals

of our Conjlitution ?
On the other Hand, do you think that a vigo-

rous Oppolition to fdch Meafiires as I have jull

mentioned, and the moft ilicnuous Endeavours to
bring the ^//^/?&rJ of them to Jullice, were either

unfeafbnable or iilaudable ? Lay your Hands upon
your Hearts, Gentlemen^ and declare whether you
do not believe that tPjis Oppofitlon and theft Endea-'

votirs have been of Service to your Country, in fe-

veral Inftances, though they may not have pro-
ved fo efiedual as could have been wiih'd.—But be-

iides the bad Things^ which the Gentlemen in the Op-
pofition either prevented, or oppoled, We mufl not

pafs over thofc good Things^ which they have adlually

obtained, or attempted to obtain for us. Don't
you think that the AB^ to prevent Bribery and
Corruption, /';; the EleBions of Members toferve

in Parliament^ was a well-intended, a falutary,

and a truly glorious Law ? I am afraid, indeed,

that it hath not had all the Effed propofed

by the Legiflators; and, what Law may not be

evaded, when the Evalion of it is countenanced,

and encouraged by Thofe, who ought to put it in

Execution ? But I have the Pleafure to obferve, at

the fame Time, that the Delign of this ASi hath

not been intircly defeated, notvvithllanding all the

Artifices of the Agents ofCorruption. It hath, atlealt,

put a Stop to their dealing publickly for Boroughs

here in Town, and rendered that iniquitous Mer-
chandize more (iifficult, dangerous and expcnlive.

\Vc know, indeed, by fatal Experience, that there

arc
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are Men, even of plentiful Fortunes, who are not

alhamed to undertake this dirty Office, and to de-

grade Themfclves into the lowe/} Siihorntrs vf Per-'

jury ^ for That is now the Caf:* of every Man, who
bribes another to vote againll his Confciencc, and

to fwear that He docs it without Gift, or Reiijard.

But bclides the Projiitution and hifamy oi fuch an

Undertaking, it is likewife attended with Hazardsy

which no wife Man in tolerable Gircumftanccs would
run, upon any Account ; for however thcfe Eo^

rough-Brokers may flatter Themfclves with Hopes
of Protection from Him, who employs Them, They
will certainly find Themfclves difappointed, when-
ever the Parliament fhall think fit to enquire into

fuch PraBices ^ which are grown fo notorious,

and have been fo loudly complain'd of by all Par-

ties, in their Turns, that I hope the Day of En-
quiry is not %r off Again, can you deny the

late Aciy for preventing the infamous PraBice of
Stockjobbing, to be a wife, an honeft, and an

efficacious Law ? Hath it not been already attend-

ed with furprizing Succefs, in clearing the Alley of
thofe Swarms of Locufis^ which ufed to infclt the

Center of Trade, and prey upon the Properties of
an induftrious People ?—

- Both thefe beneficial A6is

are owing to the Alliduity and Vigour oi thofe Gen-
tlemen, who pafs'd under the Denomination of the

Country Party, in the lalt Parliament; nor are We
lefs indebted to Them for their Endeavours to pro-

cure us feveral others, o\^ the fame publick-fpirited

Nature. Do you think, Gentlemen, that the

Nation would have fuf^crcd any real Damage, or

Inconvenience, if the Penfion-Bill, the Place-Bill,

and the .^lalification-'Bill had been palled into

Laws ? Are not fich Laws ftill neceflary to pre-

ferve that Independency of the Houfe of Commons
OH

^
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m the Crozufiy which is the Bafis of our Co/jJ/tti-

tiojiy i'.nd without which it would foon degenerate

into the worft Kind of arbitrary Govermmnt ^ That
is, a Gover?]merit by Will^ fuch as l^tberins cxercifed,

with a projfitute^ dependent Senate^ to palliate all

his tyrannical Meafures, and even to enforce the

Execution of them ? Nay, are not fuch Laws more
neccllary at this Time, than in any former Age

;

lince the iVIeans of deilroying this Independency^ by
Places^ PenftonSy and Bribes^ are infinitely more ex-

tenlivc than they ever were before ; and even the

Morality of employing thefe Means hath been pub-

lickly avow'd and defended ? When Things are

brought to fuch a Pafs, it is high Time for a Bri-

tijh Hotife of Commons to exert Themfelves; to vin-

dicate their own Charaftcrs:; and to fliew the

World that They are really the Guardians^ as well

as the Reprefejitatives of the People. Is it not

abfolutely neccffary, for Inftance, that fome Enquiry

ihould be made into the Manner of the lateEledi-

ons in Scotland \ and if the Charge laid in the Pro-

tcjis of feveral noble Lords, upon that Occafion,

fhould appear to be as well-founded, as it is plau-

fible, ought not fuch PraBices to be feverely pu-

niihed, as a downright Invafion ofour CoiiJJitution ?

In what Shape this Affair will come before you, or

how you may think fit to proceed upon it, I Ihall

not pretend to conjedlurc ; but as it will probably

come before Parliament, in fome Shape or other,

We may allure ourfclves that you will examine it to

the Bottom, and do fomething at lead to prevent,

for the future, the abfolute Nomination oi fisteen

Members to fit in the other Houfe of Parkament^

and perhaps double the Number in your own.

Give me Leave, Gentlemen., to repeat and incul-

cate it on your Minds, that you ought not to give

up io glorious a Gaufe, if you lliould happen to meet

with
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with fome DiTcouragementsat yourfirfl fctting ou
but topurfuc it with invariable Zeal, and indefatiga-
ble Application. You mud conlider that the Evils, of
which V\'c complain, are grown very obftinate, and
cannot be eradicated without Time and l>ou-
ble. But do not therefore defpair, nor fuiier your
felves to be tired out of the Attempt. It may
give you fome Confolation to refied that even /;;-

couftderahle Mtmrities^^ heartily united amonglt
Themfelves, and inflexibly refolved to purfuc the
Interelt of their Country, have frequently work'd
Themfelves up to Majorities. Nay, you cannot
iorget that about /e;w;;rjj', or eighty Gentlemen^ in
the lail Parliament, gain'd fo much Strength by
their Steadinefs andRefolution,as to throw out the
moji pernicious and execrable Bill^ that was ever offe-
red to a Brittfr Parliament.

Upon the whole. Gentlemen^ as This is one of
the mofl critical Conjundlures,' t\\^t zstx England
law, We rel;^' upon your Prudence, your Imparti-
ality, your Vigour, and your unwearied Perfevc-
rance in the Difcharge of that high Truft, which
IS committed to you, and which you have fo maoy
Obligations to difcharge with the ftric^clt Integrity,
lou arc lately come up from different Parts of the
Kingdom, where you have heard the Voice of the
People^ and can be no Strangers to the Senfe of ths
People. You know their Wants too ; as well as the
Fallhood of thofe confident AiTertions, that the
Nation was never in a more fouriping Condition
than at prefent, and that all our Complaints pro-
ceed only from -xf^ious Difpojition in the People^
without any juft Caufe, or Reafon, in the Circum^
Itances ot Things. You have feen in what Manner
fome Members ofthe late ParliametJt have beenhifs'd
out ol their Counties, or Boroughs, with the flron-
gclt Marks of Refentraent, for ading contrary to

^
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the known Scnfc and Intereft of their Ccfjftituems.

You have feen how others have been received with

univerfal Applaufe, and almoft Adoration, for con-

fulting and purfuing both. In fhort, Gentlemen^ you

cannot plead Ignorance of our Misforturns ^ or of

our Grk'vames ; and therefore We have the flron-

gcll Rcafons to hope and exped that, if you have

any Regard for the publick Good^^ or even for your

own private IntercJ}^ righdy confidered, you will

immediately take our unhappy Cafe into your Con-

fideration, and apply fome cfiedual Remedies to it.

If you do This, the BlelTings of the prefent Age
will accompany all your Endeavours, and endear

your Names to the lateft Pofterity. If you take

another Courfe— but I am fj loth to fuppofe that

any Conliderations will prevail upon you to adl

fuch a Part, that I chufe to fupprefs the Confc-

quences of it ; and fhall conclude in the Words of

the late Mr. Trenchard, who not only took the

Liberty of addrclllng you, on a like Occafion, (tho

far lefs momentous than the prcfcnt, and when We
were in much better Circumftanccs than at prefent,)

but was Himfelfa Member of your illullrious Body.

This G^;;r/^w^7/, having Hiew'd that the Dabblsrs

in Corruption are Lofers by it, in the main, when

They come to caft up their Accounts, proceeds

thus.

* " But even thefe corrupt Advantages are no

longer to be had upon the fame Terms. The

Bow is ilretch'd fo far, that it muft break, if it

goes farther. Corruption^ XiVt ^W other Things,

his its Bounds, and muft at lad deftroy it felf,

or deftroy every Thing elfe. We are already

almoft mortgaged fiom Head to Foot. ^There is

fcarcc any Thing, which can be taxd, that is

not tax'd. Our Veins have been opened and

drain'd fo long, that there is nothing left but

our
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" our Heart's Blood • and yet every Day vew Oc'
*' caftons arile upon us, which mull be fupply'd
** out oi exhqiifed Chaimels^ or cannot be fupply'd
*' at all. How think you, Gentlemen^ This can be
" done ? What has been raifed within the Tear^

" has not been found fufficient to defray the £x-
" peaces of the Tear ^ and will any one amongll
" you, in Times of full Peace, confent to new
*' mortgage the Kingdom to fupply the current Ser-

" 'vice ? And if you could be prevail'd upon to
" confent to it, how long do you believe it can
" laft, or that you can find Creditors ? And what
" can be the Confequence oi fuch Credit ? Sure it

" mull make the 'Payment defperate and if ever
'' That grows to be the Cafe, what think you
" will be the Event ? Who do you imagine will

" have the /weeping of the iStakes ? Do you be-
*' lieve Thofe^ who brought your Misfortunes up-
" on you, will pay the Reckoning at laft, or iave

" themfelvcs by endeavouring to compleat their

" Wicked nefs ? There is no Way, G^;;?/^w^;;, t©
" prevent all thcfe Enjils^ which lour over and
" threaten you and us, but by preventing, or re-

" moving the Caufes cf them ; and I hope you
*' will think it worthy your bell; Confidcrations,
" and moft vigorous Enaea\ours to do fo, rather

" than to fulier under, and be undone by them.
" By doing this great Service to your Country,

^* you will not only confult your Reputation^ your own
" Interejis^ and the Interefts of 'Thofe^ whom you
" reprefent ; but, in the moft efiedual Manner, will

*^ ferve your Prince^ by making him a glorious
" King over an happy, fatisfy'd, dutit'ul and grate-

" ful People. A great and rich People can alone

" make a great King \ their diffulive and accumu-
" lative W ealth is his W'calth, and always at his

" Commandj when employ 'd for his true Glory,

_ _.__ "_ivhich
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*^ which is ever their Happincfs and Security ; and
*' the Figure he does, or can make among foreign
*' States^ bears exadl Proportion to the Affedlions,
*' which he hasamongft \\\&ow}i People. l(]\\s People
*' are difaffe(fted, his Neighbours and his Enemies
** will defpife him ; and the Utter will infult him, if
^* they think his Subje^s will not defend him ; and
*' therefore fince nothing is wanting on his Maje-
^^ Jiys Part to make him belov'd, honoured, I had
*' almofl faid ador'd, by \iis People-^ it lies upon
'^ you, GeTjtlemen^ to remove all thofe Caufesy
*' which at any Time hereafter, by the Fault ot

" others, may fully and blemifh his high Chara(5ter.

*' It is your Duty, and your Intereft too, to ac-
*' quaint him with all Mifcarriages in the inferior

" Admitiijiratiotj^ which you have frequent Oppor-
*' tunities of knowing, and which 'tis next to im-
" pofTible he fhould otherwile know. Princes are

" fcatcd aloft in the upper Regions, and can only

" view the whole of Things, but muft leave the

" Detail and Execution of them to inferior A-
** genis. I amy Gentlemen,

Tour affeSiionate FelloW'SubjeSi,

and moji obedient, bumble Seroatity
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