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The Grand QUESTION,

Whether War, or no War,

with SPAIN,
Impartially Confider'd, &c.

TH E Endeavours that have been

ufed to inflame the People into an

high Diflike of the prefent Mea-
fures, are (o flagrant, are fo full of

an incendiary Spirit, have fo manifeft a Ten-
dency to Sedition and Rebellion, and are in

every View fo very criminal, and fo big with

Mifchief, that an honelt Man, who means
nothing but the publick Good, the Honour
of the King, and thelntereft of his Country,

can't think of them without the greateft

Indignation. This has induced me to

enter impartially into a particular Dif-

cuffion of the prefent Meafures, to un-

deceive thofe who are defirous of the bed
A 2 Informa-



U)
Information they can get, in Matters relating
to the Publick, and to recover the Well-
meaning from the Infatuation great Num-
bers have been deluded into. 'Tis to thefe I
write, not to thofe who have been their De-
ludes

;
that, I'm fenfible, would be a vain

Attempt
:
Nor to thofe in the Oppofition

who are of fuperior Rank; they need no
Conviction, their Experience and Knowledge
inBufmefs enables them to make a true Judg-
ment of ArTairs, and they, I am fure, are in
their real Sentiments with me, whatever they
may pretend, or however, for Reafons known
to themlelves, I may, I think/ay now known
to every Body elfe, they may act a counter
Parr, and feem mighty zealous for a War,
unlefs fuch Terms can be obtain'd of Spain,
as they are from all pan: Experience fully af-
fured never can. To thefe, therefore, I do
not write, but to Men of lower Rank, to
the Body of the People, particularly to the
People of this City, and more efpeciallv the
mercantile Part, as thofe who are more'par-
ticularly intererted in the prefent Queftion,
Whether War, or no War, with Spain, m the
prefent Situation of Affairs. 'Tis no Refle-
ction on Perfons of this Rank and Chara-
cter, to iuppole they are not of themlelves
well qualified to judge of Affairs of State
of Peace and War, of Treaties and Allian-
ces with foreign Powers, and, confequently,

what
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what is moft prudent and advifeable, moft

for the Honour of the Crown, and Intereft

of the Nation, in Matters of this high Na-
ture; 'tis no Reflection, I fay, upon the Un-
derftandings of fuch Perfons, to fuppofe

them incompetent Judges in thefe Affairs,

and that therefore they are liable to be im-
pofed on by the Mifreprefentations of falfe

Patriots, and work'd up into a Heat againft

their Governors for not purfuing fuch Mea-
fures, as, if purfued, would very probably

end in the Ruin of thofe very Interefts, for

the Sake of which they have been work'd up
into fo great a Heat, as if they were going to

be betray 'd, given up, and loft, by thofe who
are their trueft Friends, and are fteadily pur-

fuing the wifeft and fafefr. Counfels for ^he
Defence and Prefervation of them. To thefe

then I addrefs, and for their Information,

that they may be able to form a true Judg-
ment of Things, and know who are their

real Friends, and who only pretended ones;

who mean in earneft the Good of the Na-
tion, and who mean nothing but themfelves;

I will, as briefly, and yet as clearly as I can,

lead them into a true View of the prefent

Meafures.

The Points I mall confider are thefe two:
Firif, Whether the Advice of the two

Houfes of Parliament to the Crown was
right. And, next, Whether the Minifters

have
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have acted in Purfuance of, and Conformity

to this Advice.

The Advice of the Parliament was, that

his Majefty would ufe his Endeavours with

the King of Spain to obtain effectual Relief

for his injured Subjects; that is, in other

Words, to procure Satisfaction to our Mer-
chants, and Security for the future for the

Trade and Navigation of his Subjects in the

American Seas, to which we have an un-

doubted Right by Treaty, and the Law of

Nations; and that if his Majefty (hall not

be able to obtain, from the Equity and

Friendship of the King of Spain, fuch Satis-

faction as may be reafonably expected from

a faithful and good Ally, they will effectu-

ally fupport his Majefty in fuch Meafures as

fhall be found neceffary.

This is the Subftance of the Senfe of the

Houfes upon this Subject : They advife, firfr,

to try in a friendly Way to obtain Juftice to

our injured Merchants, and Security for the

Time to come ; thefe are the two Points pro-

pofed to be obtained, firft, if poffible, in an

amicable Way, Satisfaction and Security.

The Queftion then is, Was this right, or

not ? And here fure I may be allowed to fay

it was right Advice, becaufe it was the Ad-
vice of Parliament ; this all reafonable Men
muft allow, is a ftrong Prefumption in fa-

vour of the Advice they gave. Miferable are

the
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the People, if they can once be perfuaded

they are not fafe in the Hands of their own
Reprefentatives ! This is fo monftrous a Sup-

poiition, that I (hall fpend no Words to mew
the Abfurdity of it, in a Cafe where Reafon

and Experience are againft them, in all quiet

Times, when the Nation was not univerfally

in an unnatural Ferment and Rage. Even in

the Reigns preceding the Revolution, as cor-

rupt as the Courts then were, and as dcfirous

as Members might be of the Favours of
thofe Courts, they never could be prevailed

on to go into Meafures contrary to the Inte-

reft of their Country, when they faw their

Tendency, and were not impofed on firfi:

themfelves. 'Tis then a moil reafonable

Prejudice in favour of the Advice given by
Parliament, that it was theirs, upon full Exa-
mination into Matters, and after mature De-
liberation. But their Advice, as I have faid,

was to proceed by way of Treaty firft, and
not immediately to plunge the Nation into a

War, if Redrefs of Grievances could be had
without it. But not to retrench myfelf un-
der the mere Authority of Parliament, and
reft in Prejudices, in Favour of it, however
reafonable, let us enter into the Merits of the

Caufe, and confider diftin&Iy whether this

really was right Advice, or not. To judge

of this, we muft take this along with us,

That the Event of War in general is always

uncertain
$
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uncertain; and if fo, we mutt confider not

only what might be the Confequence of a

fuccefsful War, with which we are very apt

to flatter ourfelves; but likewife what would
be the probable IiYue of an unfuccefsful one.

Fighting pitched Battles in the Field, or en-

gaging in a great Fight at Sea, are very dif-

ferent Things from Battels fought over a

Dim of Tea, or a Glafs of Wine, as all know
who are in the leaft acquainted with Hiftoiy,

or can remember only the Wars ourfelves

have been engaged in fince the Revolution.

This, then, is the firft Thing to be confider'd,

the Uncertainty of War, when once begun.

Next, we mould confider that War is

particularly difadvantageous to a trading

Nation ; and of all Wars, a War with Spain

is mofl fo to the Britift Nation, as itdeprives

us of our mod valuable Commerce, as our.

Trade with Spain is by all confefs'd to be.

How much the Merchants would fuffer by

it, nobody wants to be told ; but what fo

much hurts the Merchants, is not lefs pre-

judicial to the Publick, fince Trade is the

ereat Source of our Revenues, without

which, 'tis impoffible to make War with

Succefs, tho' all things elfe were favour-

able and promifed well. But farther,

A War is more than ordinarily difadvan-

tageous at prefent, conlidering the Situation

of Affairs in Europe, and that of our natu-

ral
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ral Allies. For the Emperor has work
more than enough upon his Hands, how-
ever defirous he might be to affift us; and if

the prefent War he is engaged in were at

an End, this War and the laft have fo ex-

haufted his Finances, that all the Afliftance

he could give us, muft needs amount to a

very little ; and if we can't find the Money,
'tis in vain, if he, or the Princes of the

Empire could find Men for us. And as for

Holland, I prefume, nobody expects in the

prefent Situation of Affairs, much help

from them ; 'tis eafy to fee they are in no
Difpolition to join in War 3 they ftill feel

the Expence they were at in the laft, and

remember how they were betray'd at laft

by the Ally from whom they leaft expected

it. This made them, when the late War
was breaking out between France and the

Emperor, agree to a Neutrality for the Low
Countries, that they might not be drag-

ged into a War- againft their Wills, and

which they knew they could fo very ill bear.

This makes them, under the ill Ufage they

have received from the Spaniards in the

Weft-Indies (for they have their Share, we
are not the only Sufferers) this, I fay, has

made them decline all hoftile Meafures, and

the endeavouring to do themfelves right by
the way of Arms, and to content them-

felves with trying what Redrefs can be ob-

B tained
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tained by fair Means in the Way of Treaty.

But if they will not purfue forcible Methods

in defence of their own Rights, can we ex-

pect they will go intoaWar to defend ours ?

If therefore we go into a War, we go alone,

and without the Affiftance of our Allies;

for thefe are the only two of any Confe-

quence. As to the Northern Crowns,

France has already bought one, by large an-

nual Subsidies, and is in Treaty with the

other. And if it were not fo, what is it

we could expect from them, but to be fur-

nished with Men, if we can find Money ?

But is it fo with Spain f Are they with-

out Allies alfo? Are we fure Fra?ice will

not afliit Spain, when a Branch of the

Houfe of Bourbon is upon the Spani/b

Throne ? Was not the ftrong Appreheniion

that we and all Europe had of this, the great

Reafon of the Grand Alliance, to prevent

the Union of thefe two Crowns in one and

the fame Family? And has any thing hap-

pened lince to leffen thefe Apprehenfions,

or to fhew they were ill founded? Is not a

double Match between the two Crowns e-

very Day talk'd of as a Thing done? And is

it any extraordinary Suppofition, to fup-

pofe fuch Matches would be attended with

an offenlive and defenfive Alliance, if there

be not one already ? Would not France be

glad of an Opportunity to reconcile itfelf to

the
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the Court of Spain ; and make it fome a-

mends for the Chagrin they have given it by

their late Treaty with the Emperor ? And
for purchafing to themfelves Lorain at the

Expence of Tiifcany, and the other Italian

Dominions, which thereby are given away
from Spain? Suppofe then we could in other

Refpedts make War with Spain upon an e-

qual Foot, are we alone a Match for France

and Spain both ? They that think fo, {hew
themfelves to be extremely ignorant in the

Hiftory ofthe two great Wars we have been

engaged in lince the Revolution. Is it not

then highly reafonable, is it not abfolutely

necerTary we fhould be fure, France won't

take Part againfr. us, before we enter into a

War with Spain? But that is what we arefo

far from being fure of,thatIthink,Imay fay,

we are morally fure of the contrary, from a

Confideration of the mutual Interefts of the

two Crowns, which is the only firm Cement
in all Alliances : '.Twas not for nothing,'twas

not for a mere Point of Honour, it was to

promote the lafling Interefts of France, that

they were at fo vaft an Expence to fettle

Philip, on the Throne of Spain.

But fome People will fancy, or at leafl

pretend to think, that France will not en-

gage in a new War, at leafl while the Car-

dinal lives.

B 2 But
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But firft, what Affurance have they of

this ? This Opinion may prove to be a fatal

Miftake to us, as it has already done to the

Emperor. It was the ftrong Perfuaiion the

Imperial Court had of the Cardinal's paci-

fick Temper, and that nothing could bring

him into a War, that made them venture to

give Trance the Provocation they did in Op-
pofition to Stanijlaus, the Father of xhtFrench

Queen, and that at a time, when the Em-
peror was in no Condition to defend him-

felf againft France and its Allies in any one

Part of his Dominions, neither in Germany

nor Italy. They thought themfelves fure

that they might do what they would in the

Polijh Affairs, and that nothing could rouze

the pacifick Cardinal into a Refentment of

it, foas to advife a War. But they foon found

themfelves mifiaken, and paid dearly for

it j either the Cardinal's Temper was

not fo pacifick as they had imagined, or

it was over-ruled by the Counfels of the o-

ther Minifters. And what Security have

we, it will not be fo again, if we mould at-

tack the Crown of Spain ? The Contrary is

from Reafons of State infinitely more
probable.

But for Argument fake, we will fuppofe

the Cardinal is as pacifick as they would
have him; and that by his great Influence.

he can over-rule all Counfels for contrary

Mea-
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Meafures. I would ask, how long is the

Cardinal to live ? Is it not aimed a Miracle

that he is now alive? Has he not had with-

in a few Months fuch fevere Attacks, and

fiich Returns of them, as make it impoffi-

ble, that at his great Age, he fhould be a-

ble to hold out much longer ? And is any-

one who knows any thing of Foreign Af-
fairs, fo little acquainted with the Spirit of

the French Court at this time, as not to

know, that when he dies thefe pacifick Mea-
fures may die with him ? But I will again,

in compliment to thofe I am arguing with,

fuppofe, it will not be foj that France, as

well as the reft of Europe, will look on, and
leave England and Spain, like two fingle

Combatants, to ftand alone, and fight it out

between themfelves.

Let it then be refolv'd, at all Adventures,

to go into War with Spain j I would hum-
bly afk, where it mall be made, by Land or

by Sea ? Not by Land ; I take for granted no-

body means that on our Part. We have been

taught to have athoro'Diflikeofconfuming

Land Wars ; nor indeed is it at all practicable

with regard to our making War on Spain.

For to do this, we muft have a good Land
Army, which will require an infinite Num-
ber of Tranfports; a thing not to be had but

at a vaft Expence, and which if catched in

a Storm, would in great part probably be

loft,
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loft, or at leaf! fo ffiatter'd and difperfed
as utterly to defeat, for that time, the in-'
tended Expedition. Befides this, we muff,
have a good Body of Horfe, a thing not pof-
fible to be carried by Sea to fuch a Diftance

:

the Bay of Bijcay would foon deftroy them
all, or render them unfit for Service Then
where have we a Port to land our Forces at,
what Place of Arms ? Where our Maga-
zines for the Subfiftence of our Troops
where.aSufficient Quantity cf Ammuniti-
on and Artillery to undertake a Siege? And

™e ^d them all, what Place mail be at-
tack d? Shall it be Cadiz? Can we take it
by Surprize? If not, mall we not find it in
a good Condition of Defence at Land and
impoffible to be attack'd by Sea? Have we
iorgot the Duke of Ormonde Expedition a-
gainft Cadiz in the Beginning of the laftWar The Succefs of which depended
wholly on the Hopes of a Surprize, but
which the Execution of that Defign ren
der d impoffible, and the whole proved amoft ridiculous Affair, and would have
prov d a very unhappy one, had they not
by great good Fortune in their Return fal'knm with the Galeons at Vigo, without
which

,
all the Glory they had broughtnome to anfwer the Expence of the Expe-

dition, had been the infamous plundring of
Porcbt. Mary. In fhort, we want every

thing
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thing necefTary to make a fuccefsful Land
War in Spain. A Land-war therefore, I

prelume, is what no body thinks of on the

Part of E?igland againft Spain. But is it

clear it will be fo on the Part of Spain ?

May not they attempt a Land-war upon us?

Have we forgot the Year 17 19? When by
the vigorous and unexpected Efforts of Al-
beroni^ a Spanift Squadron with Tranfports,

and a Body of 5000 Men, were almoft

upon our Coafl in favour of the Pretender,

before our Court knew they had left their

own Ports ? Have we forgot the Confirma-
tion the Nation was then in , when the

late King communicated to his Parliament

the Intelligence he had receiv'dj at which
very time the Spaniards had probably been

landed in Scotland (and fome actually did

land) had not aStorm providentially difperfed

their Fleet in the critical Minute, when they

v/ere almoft, in Sight of us ? and thereby o-

bliged their fhatter'd Ships to return re infe-

c~la to their own Coafts. Well then, Spain

may makeWar upon us by Land, and engage

us in the worft of Wars, a War among our-

felves in Support of the Pretender. But if

we make War, 'tis allow'd it mufl be by
Sea. But I would ask how, and where ?

Where fhall we begin ? In Europe or the Weft
Indies? Say in Europe : What is it we pro-

pofe to do ? Do we propofe to nght the

Royal
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Royal Navy of Spain in a fair Engagement,

and thereby give a decifive Stroke ? We
may intend it, but Spaifi begs to be excu-

fed; (he knows our Strength, and her own
Weaknefs too well, to put the Event of a

War with us upon fuch a foot ; they will

not be at the Expence of fitting out a Fleet

to cope with us in a fair Sea Fight ; and if

they would, I much queftion if they could j

they might build Ships, but I hope and be-

lieve they could not iufficiently man them ;

they therefore will fave the Expence, and

fo far will let us ride Matters of the Sea.

But tho' Spain do not come into the Ocean

with a great Fleet, will they be idle all the

while? Will they leave the Ocean quietly to

us ?See what they did in the Years 18 and 19,

and from thence learn what they will do a-

gain : They will make a pyratical War up-

on us, and infeft all the Coaft from Bayone

to Cadiz with Privateers of their own, and

of other Nations under Spanijh Colours

;

they will fwarm about the Mouth of the

Tagus, and the Port of Lijbo?:-, and nothing

will be able to pafs from hence to Lijbon

or the Mediterranean, or from the Mediter-

ranean and Lijbon hither, but there will be

great Danger of its falling into thofe Hands?

This is of all ways of making War with

Spain the moft unequal, becaufe that Part

of the Seas is always full of our Merchant

Ships, of which, confequently, we may lofe

great
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great Numbers, as in fad: we have formerly,

But what Reprifals can we make? In Eu-
rope none, or next to none. For their.

Trade in the European Seas is fo little, that

there is no room for Reprifals, no proporti-

on of Commerce between the two Nations.

Were we as fuccefsful in Captures as heart

could wifh, we mould, upon an even Lay,

lofe 40 Ships before we could take one. Be-

fides that, the Nation is not a jot the rich-

er for what we mould take, but we fhould

be the poorer for every Ship we lofe. Be-

caufe what was taken would be the Perqui-

lite of the Captors, and none of it Would
come into the publick Treafury. And yet

this is all our Fleet could do; it might pre-

ferve Gibraltar in cafe of a Siege, and in

fome little degree, but at a prodigious Ex-
pence, protect our Trade. But what could

it do more? 'Tis impoffible, without a con-

fiderable Land Force to take any Place of
Confequence , as I have before obferved ;

and if we could, what lhould we do with
it ? Two or three fuch Acquifitionsas Gibral-

tar^ would be the fplendid but certain Ruin
of us. But could we do nothing? Yes, we
might ravage and burn their Coaft, and
make a Number of poor People in the open
Country very miferable : But what Good
would this do? Would it make the Mer-
chant any amends for his great Lories?

Would it enable England to carry on a fuc-

C cefsful
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cefsful War, contribute any thing toward*

a good Peace? Certainly not. JBefides, I

would afk what the Expence of fuch Bom-
bardments is ? Let the Expence of Lord
C 's Expedition to Vigo in J719 be

computed, and compared with the Damage
we did the Spaniards there, and then tell

me what we gain'd by it, or if we had not

much better have ftaid at Home. ' The
Commander indeed would have loft the

Glory of that Expedition, but the Nation
would have faved the Money, and that norun
imall bum.

Let us now fee, if the Matter would be

at all mended by carrying the War into the

Weft-Indies. What is it we could do there ?"

Could we get any Settlement there from the

Spa?iidrds? And if we could, do we defire

it ? I don't knowwe doj but if we did, it

is forbidden Fruit j this can't be done with-

out a Land Force ; and the Havannab, if I

am rightly inform'd, is as well fortify 'd as

Cadiz. But we may take their Galeons,

or hinder them from coming to Europe,

which is next to taking them. Let us then

confider each of thefe.

Firft, How (hall we take them ? If we
fit out a large Squadron to fend into thefe

Seas, can it be kept a Secret in a Nation

where nothing can be done without confent

of Parliament ? And where' by the Libetry

of the Prefs every thing is made publick ?

Have
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Have not all the foreign Minifters Admit-
tance to hear our Debates in Parliament ?

Does not Gcraldino, or hisAgents, know eve-

ry Word that is laid in either of theHouks
of Parliament? How then can any Prepa-

ration for War be a Secret ? Bat if Spain

knew it, is any body fo ignorant as not to

know, that the Spaniard can difpatch a

light clean Frigat or two to the IFefl-lndies

in half the time we can fend a Squadron

thither? And if fo, what will be the Con-
fequence ? Undoubtedly this ; that if the

Galeons were loaded, they will immediate-

ly be unloaded ; or if not already loaded,

the Loading will be put off to a more con-

venient Time, and when it can be done

with Safety ; fo that all we can in fuch Cafe

hope for is, that we may poflibly burn the

Hulks: A mighty Bufinefs, and well worth

all the Expence we muft have been at to do
it ; and even that may not be in our Power,

they may be drawn up into fo fecure Ports,

or into fo mallow a Water, that our Ships

of War can't come within the reach of

them; 'tis therefore. a very wild and chime-

rical Project, to fit out a great Squadron

with the fole Profpecl: of taking the Gale-

ons with their rich Lading on board them.

But if v/e can't take 'em, yet we may
hinder their Return to Europe, and that

Would greatly diftrefs the Spaniards; and fo

certainly it would, if their Return could be

C z hinder'd
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binder'd for any long time. But how is that

to be done ? Why, by lying a long time in

iome convenient Station to intercept them,

againft they (hall come out. But where is that ?

At the Baftimentos? Have we forgot the Out-

cries and Clamours on the account of aSqua-.

dron lying there in the Year 1726, as if our

Men and Ships were ruined by it ? And can

thofe Gentlemen who were then fo loud on

that Occafion, and who are now fo eager for

a War, tell us where a Squadron may be fta-

tion'd with better Succefs? If they can't, all

we {hall get in thisway,will be to incommode
the Spaniards by a Delay of their Weft-India

Treafures for fome fhort time, with a thour

fand times more Damage to ourfelves. What
is it then we can expect from a War in thofe

Parts, if we can neither make ourfelves

Mailers of any of their Settlements, nor of

the Treafure they bring from them ? Two.

or three Men of War plying in thofe Seas

may chance to get now and then a rich

Prize, but 'tis a much greater Chance they

will not. A Squadron, 'tis I think evident,

cannot, becauie the Spaniards can't fail

of Notice, and having notice will be upon

their Guard. But admit 'twere thus, that

we could have the good Fortune to take a

rich Fleet coming from the Weft- Indies
t

whofe Riches are they laden with ? Does

any body want to be told, that two Parts

in
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in three, or at lead one half of that great

Treafure belong to the French; the Remain-
der to the Englifi, Dutch, Italians, and
Spaniards ; and that the Share of the Spa-

niards does not exceed a tenth Part : And
can it be imagin'd that other Nations, and
above all the French, the moft concerned,

and the mofl powerful of all, would bear

that their Properties on board thefe VefTels,

when to fo greatValue, mall become a Prey

to England? But might we not fave their

Shares for them, and confifcate only the

proper Goods and Riches of the Spaniards

2

To talk thus, is talking like Children. This
fuppofes fuch Care, and Virtue, and Self-

denial in Seamen, and fuch a Complaifance

towards us, and fuch an Indifference in the

French and other Nations for their own
Properties, as is not to be expected. The
Treafure will be embezel'd ; and if it were
not, it would be impoffible to perfuade the

Parties concerned, that no Injury was done
them; and their refpective Shares, after all,

could not without the greater!: Difficulty be
afcertained.

Suppofe us now for one Year to have

made War with no better Succefs, or to no
better Effect, than I have here reprefented,

what mall we do the next ? Shall we have

any Stomach to go on another Year ? Is

there any better Profpect of Succefs ? Shall

we have an'y new Refources to carry on the

War
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War with moreVigour ? Whence mull they-

come ? A great Expence has been incurred,

the Merchants have fuffer'd extremely, by
many Captures, by high Infurances, and
theExpence for Convoys j the Revenue in the

m an time is greatly leflen'd, the Intereft on
Loans rifes, and the Expence of the War is

in every Article by that means increas'd,

while our Abilities every Day grow lefs ;

and there is not the lean: Profpecl of carry-

ing on the War a fecond Year with more
Advantage than the firit. I am apt to think,

thofe deluded Citizens who are now fo hot

for a War, would be amongft the forwardeft

to cry out againft it, and would be very co-

pious in fetting forth the Mifchief of an in-

effectual and yet ruinous War, and be ve-

ry impatient for a Peace upon almoft any

Terms. Certainly, when we have for two
or three Years made fuch a War as this, we
ihall all unite in moft heartily wifhing for a

Peace. But what a Peace can we expec~t,when

we have {hewn Spain how little we have

been able to hurt them, and how greatly we
have hurt ourfelves ? Will they reimburfe us

the Expence of the War, or give us better

Terms then, than they are willing to agree to

now ? Can the firit. be imagin'd ? Can it en-

ter into any body's Head ? Why then was it

not infifted on at the End of the lafl War,
when we had a better Opportunity of ha-

ving any Demands we mould think fit to

makej
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make, compiled with, than we can ever

hope to have again ? Why was not a Treaty

for our Weft-India Trade made then upon
the high and advantageous Terms it is now
demanded ? Now, I fay, when we have no
Pretence from Conquefi, or upon any fcore

whatever, to expect any other Favour from
Spain, but what we are entitled to by the

Treaties now fubfifting between the two
Nations; which I defire may be remem-
ber'd, fince it feems to be entirely forgot;

That we have no Pretence to afk. any Ex-
tenfion of Commerce, or any Connivance
or Indulgence from Spain ; in fhort, to no-

thing but what we are flrictly andjuftly en-

titled to in virtue of our Treaties with them.

If fuch a Treaty as is now infifted on by
thofe who are fo eager for a War, if all

their Demands be not immediately complied

with, could not be obtain'd then, when we
had Spain, as it were, at our Mercy, and
could bribe King Philip, with Spain and both
the Indies, to come into our Meafures, how
vain is it to expect it now, when we have no
fuch Advantage over that Crown ! If it could

be obtained then, why was it not ? If it

could not then, why is it ask'd now r

But, once more, let us fuppofe we had
gone into the War, and that with better Suc-

cefs than can reafonably be expected; an
End, fooner or later, muft be put to it, the

fooner the better for England, as we are a

trading Nation. But
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But how is a War to have an End ? Why
certainly by a Treaty of Peace. A Treaty,

then, of" one Kind or other, fome Time or

other, mutt be made. To argue, therefore,

againft the prefent Convention, upon a Pre-

tence that all Treaty with Spain is to no

Purpofe, and that no Treaty with that

Crown, fo far, at leaft, as relates to the Wejl-

Indie5y
will ever be obferved, is faying no-

thing ; fince that will equally hold againft

all Treaties, let them be made with or with-

out a previous War, and is, in Effect, decla-

ring for eternal War ; which, I prefume, is

not the Meaning of the Gentlemen I am
now arguing with, and who feem to be fo

angry that a War is not already enter'd into.

Their Leaders, I am perfuaded, will be very

willing to end theWar as foon as it is begun,

or rather before it is begun, if the Clamour

they have raifed for a War will but help

them to put an End to the prefent Admini-

ftration, and let thofe in who have been fo

long excluded from a Share in it. Mortify-

ing Thought ! and the more, as fome have

loft, by their Oppofition, all they aim'd at

;

who, had they been quiet, could not have

mifs'd what they have fo much fet their

Hearts upon. That this is their true and

only Meaning, is evident from hence, that

they have laboured fo much to have the Peo-

ple believe that the Counfels that have pre-

vail'd, and the Meafures that have been pur-

sued,
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fued, have been the Counfels and Meafures
of one Minifter only, who has taken the

whole of this weighty Affair upon himfelf,

excluiive of all the reft, who have the Ho-
nour to be in the Secret of his Majefty's

Counfels, and in the high Offices of State.

This they tell the People with great AfTu-

rance, tho' they well know nothing is more
falie, and that the Minifter they {hew fo im-
placable an Ill-will to, has, in this impor-
tant Affair, done nothing of his own Head,
taken nothing folely upon himfelf; but that

every Thing has been duly confider'd, and
upon very mature Deliberation refolved and
agreed to in Council. This is Fact; this they

know to be fo, and yet are not afham'd, in all

Company, and in all their Libels, moft
ftrongly to affert the contrary.

In lhort, the Meafures taken,be they righr,

ot-be they wrong, are not the Meafures of a

fingle Minifter, but the joint Counfels of aU
moft all the great Perfons who furround the

Throne, and- are chief in Dignity and Office

about the King.

But to return from this Digreffion, in

which I have been infenfibly drawn : I have

plainly and clearly (hewn, what it was the

Parliament advifed, and what I apprehend
were their Reafons for fuch Advice; that \s

i

why they were for trying the way of Treaty

once more, before they plunged the Nation

D in
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in a War, which 'tis eafy to get into, but not

fo eafy, when once begun, to get well out of.

The next Point to be confider'd is, Whe-
ther theM rs have acted in Purfuance of

the Advice given by Parliament, as it was
their Duty to do. The two Points the Par-

liament recommended to the King, as 1 have

already obferved, were,

Satisfaction to our Merchants,

And a future Security for our Trade
and Navigation.

Thefirftof thefe Points is finally fettled and

adjufted by a Convention which has been laid

before the two Houfes. But the Gentlemen

in the Opposition, were not pleafed to wait

to fee what it was before they paffed ajudg-

ment upon it ; they pronounced it a damn'd
Treaty, before they certainly knew any one

Article of it. A Behaviour extremely dutiful

and decent no doubt. To judge of the Sa-

tisfaction to the Merchants ftipulated in this

Convention, we muft remember, that the

Spaniards have Demands upon us, as well as

we upon them, for the Ships of War taken

from them in the Battle off Syracufe in the

Year 1718 ; and that when the Demands
on both Sides are ftated, all that is to be

paid by the King of Spain, is the Difference

upon the Balance of that Accompt. I

have indeed heard a Perfon of Diftinction

fire extremely upon this Head in a very large

Com-
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Company ; I think it was the Day the

Parliament met, or the next ; he told the

Company, he had heard a Sum was ftipu-

lated to be paid the King of Spain for the

Ships then taken by the Englijh Fleet, but

he hoped in God, it was not true j it was
fuch a Dishonour to the Nation, that he
thought it impoffible it could be true ; it

was fo ftrange a Thing, fo mean, fo disho-

nourable, as never had been done by any
Nation ; with a great deal more to that Pur-

pofe. Now I would ask this Gentleman,
whether he was in earnest or not, and really

meant what he faid : If he did not, where
was his Sincerity ? If he did, where his

d^ep Knowledge in Political Affairs, not to

know Tranfaclions fo publick, as the Trea-

ties of 172 1, and of Seville 1729, or fo

foon to have forgot them, and in fo capital

a Point as this, the Satisfaction to be gi-

ven to the King of Spain for thofe Ships ?

But, to refrelh the Gentleman's Memory,
I will infert the Fifth Article of the Treaty

made at Madrid in 172 1.

" It is alfo agreed, that his Britanniek
" Majefty (hall caufe to be reftor'd to his Ca-
" tholick Majefty, all the Ships of the Spa*
" nijh Fleet which were taken by that of
*' England in the naval Battle that was
" fought in the Month of Augujl, 17 18, in

" the Seas of Sicilyt
with the Guns, Sails,

" R-iggin§> anc^ other Equipage, in the Con-
D 2 " diuon
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" dition they arc at prefent; or elfe the Va*
" lue of thole which may have been fold,

" at the fame Price that the Purchafers (hall

" have given, according to the Proofs and
" Vouchers." The Articles preceding this

relate to the Reftitution and Satisfaction to

be made on the Part of the King of Spain

to his Britannick Majefty and his Subje&s;

all which, is, in Subftance, the fame with the

Articles importing Reftitution on both Sides

in the fubfequent Treaty of Seville.

By this we fee the Demand of Spain for

Reftitution of thofe Ships, is no new De.=

mand ; it is not now begun ; it did not be*

gin at the Treaty of Seville, it was an old -

Demand ; it was allowed and agreed to &
the Madrid Treaty in 2 1, a Treaty made by

thofe who were the chief Minifters at the

Time when that extraordinary Tranfaclion

happen'd, who were the beft judges that

could be, of the Juftice of the King of

Spain's Demand, and thought it no Refle-

ction on their own Honour, or the Honour
of the Nation, to comply with it ; and fince

they thought fo,who were then in the Secret

of Affairs, and had all the Biafs Minifters

could poflibly have, for very obvious Rea-

fons to difpute that Demand, fince they, I

fay, thought it reafonable to be complied

with, we may be very fure it. was fo.

But if this be fo, on making up Accounts

on both SideSj nothing can be due from Spain

to
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to England^ but what, upon the Balance, ap-

pears to be the Difference between them;
and as this Sum is fpeciiied in the Conven-
tion now made, and a fhort Term fix'd for

the Payment in Money here in London, there

is no poiTible Room for Complaint gn this

Head, or for faying the Minifters have not

clearly purfued the Advice given by Parlia-

ment.

As to the other Point, the future Security

of our Trade and Navigation in the Ameri-
can Seas ; that, with feveral other Points, is

agreed to be fettled by Plenipotentiaries na^
mcd in the Convention, who are to begin tp

treat within fix Weeks from the Ratification

of the Convention, and are limited to the

Space of eight Months j no long Term for

the Bufinefs that will be before them! And,
till that Term is expired, can any Body fay

that all the juft Demands of Great-Britain

will not be complied with, and fettled to our
Satisfaction? I fay juft Demands, becaufe

fome People are taught to think they ought
to have every Thing complied with they
think fit to ask ; they fancy Things are in

the State they were at the Treaty of XJtrecbt

that Spain lies at our Feet, and muft refufe

nothing that we can think will be further

advantagious to our Trade. But this is a
Part Miniilers even at thatTime did not think

fit to take, when Spain was in its loweft State,

%dz, at the End of the laft War; they were fo

tender
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Conceflions even then, that could be thought

extraordinary and exorbitant, that they gave

up our mod valuable Privileges of Trade,

(which was rectified by fubfequent Treaties

after his late Majefty's Acceflion to the

Throne;) and they gave up the moft

reafonable Demand in the World ; they

did not omit it, but receded from it af-

ter they had asked it, and that is a Diftrict

of Land adjoining to Gibraltar. This they

ask'd of the French Miniftry, who treated

for Spain, as well as France. Thefe tell them
gravely, they dare not fo much as ask fuch

a Thing of King Philip; and they acquief-

ced in the Anfwer. Did our Minifters act

thus, then, in thefe Circumftances of Affairs,

at the End of a mod glorious War; and is it

now expected that Spain mould grant Things

that were not asked then ? Can any Man of

Understanding have the Face to fay and infift

on this? I mould be amazed to fee this. No,
'tis impoflible. What we complain of is the

Infraction of Treaties; and all wecanjuftly

demand, is, that thofe Rights mould be

fecured to us, which by our Treaties we are

entitled to. If we aik any thing farther,

the King of Spain will be well-warranted to

fay, we have no Right by any Treaty fub-

lifting between the two Crowns to fuch De-

mand; and if he gives this Anfwer, and it

be a true one, mail we go into a War rather

than
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than acquiefce in it? Shall we go to War
for Claims we are no way entitled to ? Will
any Perfon of Figure and Diftin&ion advife

this? Would any Perfon in the Oppofition,

were he in the Miniftry, act fo extravagant

a Part, as to plunge the Nation into a moft
pernicious and expenfive War, to fupport

unprecedented and unwarrantable Claims ?

Or if any Minifter could be hot- headed e-

nough to purfue fnch Meafures, would not

thefe Gentlemen who are fo eager for a War
now, be the moft forward to condemn him,

as a fooliih and wicked Minifter ? Moft
certainly they would, and with the greateft

Juftice.

All then that is more than what by Trea-

ty we are entitled to, is out of the Quefti-

on ; the King of Spain can't be expected to

grant more, no wife Minifter will afk more,

that he may not have the Mortification to be

denied what he has no Pretence to afk.

As far as yet appears, the Minifters have

conformed to • the Advice of Parliament
j

they have tried the friendly way of Treaty

iirft. They have obtained Acknowledg-
ment of the paft Injuries fufFered by our

Merchants, with Reparation to them: They
have obtained a Stipulation that all Caufes

of Complaint fhall be removed for the fu-

ture : And they have laid as good a Foun-
dation for fettling that Security by Treaty,

and
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and according to Treaties, without a War,

as could be reasonably expected from a War.
And if they can do this, they {hall have my
Thanks, and I hope will have the Thanks
of every true Briton.

FINIS.










