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December the 13th, 1709.

Complaint being made, this Day, in the Houfeof Commons,
of Two printed Books, the one entituled, The Communication

of Sin ; A Sermon preach'd at the Affizes held at Derby, Au-
guft 15, 1709 ; ByDotfor Henry Sacheverell : And the other

entituled, The Perils of Falfe Brethren both in Church and State $ Set

forth in a Sermon preach'd before the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor,

Aldermen, and Citizens of London, at the Cathedral Church ofSt.VauYr,

on the <}th 0/ November, 1709 5
preach'd alfo by the faid Dr. Henry

Sacheverell; and both printed for Henry Clements : Which Books were

deliver'd in at the Table 3 where feveral Paragraphs in the Epiftle

Dedicatory preceding the firft-mention'd Book; and alfo feveral Para-

graphs in the latter Book, were read :

Rejoined,

That a Book, entituled, The Communication of Sin 3 being a Sermon-

preached at the AJJizes held at Derby, Auguft 15, 1709 : And a Book,

Cntituled, The Perils of Falfe Brethren both in Church and State 5 Set

forth in a Sermon preach'd before the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor,

Aldernien, and Citizens of London, at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul,

on the $th of November, 17095 are Malicious, Scandalous, and Sedi-

tious Libels 3 highly Reflecting upon Her Majefty and Government,

the late happy Revolution, and the Proteftant Succeffion as by Law
Eftablifh'd, and both Houfes of Parliament ; tending to alienate the

Affections of Her Majefty 's good Subjects, and to create Jealoufies

and Divifions among them.

, Ordered,

That Dr. Henry Sacheverell, and Henry Clements, do attend at the

Bar of the Houfe to-morrow.

John Do/ben, Efq; made the firft Motion againft theTwo Sermons,

and W3S feconded by Spencer Cowper, Efq;

They were oppos'd by feveral Gentlemen, who faid, they did not

perceive there was any thing in the Sermons, Malicious, Scandalous,

or Seditious ; nor Reflecting on Her Majefty and Government, the late

.happy Revolution, and the Proteftant Succeflion as by Law Efta-

blilh'd- of which they did not obferve any Mention; neither had the

Paragraphs the leaft Relation to it. What concerned both Houfes of

Parliament, was fuppos*dto be the Vote palled four and five Years be-

fore, about the Church being in Danger : And as to that, it was af-

firm'd, the Church was then in Danger, was ftill in Danger, and, it

was to be fear'd, would always be in Danger 3 not from Her Ma-

jefty's Adminiftration, but from Papifts on the one Hand, and Fana-

ticks on the other 5 from thefc Her profefs'd Enemies, and from Falfe

Brethren. It was own'd, there were fome warm Expreffions in the

Sermon preach'd at St. Paul's : And no wonder that a true Son of the

Church of England mould exprefs himfelf with fome Warmth and

Vehemence, againft the Liberties that were taken, and with Impu-

nity, to revile the Church, her Doctrines and Minifters, to blafpheme

the Name of God, and to infult, and treat with Contempt, every

thing that is Sacred. To this, little was return'd, betides bitter Inve-

ftives againft the Sermons • and particularly, againft the Doctrines of

Paffivc-Obcdience and Nov- Reffiance.
ft December



December 14.

TH E Hbufe being inform'd, that Dr. Henry Sachevercll and Henry

Clements attended, according to Order $ Dr. Sachevercll was call'd

in, and, at the Bar, was examin'd touching the Two Sermons yefter-

day complain'd of to the Houfe : Where he own'd the Preaching,

the.Dircfting of the Printing, and Publifhing the Sermon preach'd the

5th of November, 1709, at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, and

the Dedication of it 3 And alfo, that the Epiftle Dedicatory to the

Sermon preach d at the Affizes at Derby, the f^th of--Atgufi, 1709,

was agreeable to that which he put to the Impreffion of that Sermon,

which he direfted to be printed and published. And being with-

drawn, and a Qieftion being propofed, That the faid Dr. Henry Sa-

chevercll be Impeach'd of High Crimes and Mifdemcanors, he was

call'd in again, and ask'd, If he had any thing to offer to the Houfe ?

When he fpoke to this Effect. :
" Mr. Speaker, I am very forry, I am

" fallen under the Difpleafure of this Houfe 3 I did not imagine, any
" Expreffions in my Sermons were liable to fuch a Cenfure as you
" have pafs'd upon them. If you had been pleas'd to have favour d
" me fo far, as to have heard me before you pafs'd it, I hope I fhould
" have explain'd myfelf, fo, as to have prevented it. And after be-

ing heard, he was directed to withdraw. Then the Q^eftion was
indited on, for Impeaching the Doctor of High Crimes and Mifde-

meanors. And feveral Gentlemen fpoke againft it, defiring he might
rather be profecufed by the Attorney- General ^ and if the Sermons
were Seditious, if they did refl.ft on Her Majefty and Government,
the happy Revolution, and the Proteftant Succofficn as by Law Efta-

blifh'd, the Doftor would be convifted, and punifhed for them ac-

cording to his Demerits. But if (as common Fame faid) the Judges,

and the Queen's learned Counfe!, had been confulted, and were of
Opinion, the Doftor could not be punilh'd for them by the ordinary

Proceedings in the Courts of Law 5 they thought it was very Unrea-
fonable, by an Impeachment in Parliament, to endeavour to make a

Man Guilty, and a Criminal, that, by the Laws of the Land, was
Innocent. However, it was

Rcfolved,

That the faid Dr. Henry Sachevercll be Impeached of High Crimes
and Mifdemeanors.

Ordered,

That Mr. Dolben do go to the Lord-, and, at their Bar, in

the Name of all the Commons of Great- Britain, Impeach the faid

Dr. Henry Sachcverell of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, and ac-

quaint the Lords, that the Houfe will, in due time, exhibit Articles

againft the faid Henry Sacheverell.

Ordered,

That a Committee be appointed to draw up Articles of Impeach-
ment againft the faid Dr. Henry Sachcverell.

And a Committee was appointed accordingly. And they have
Power to fend for Perfons, Papers, and Records, and to fit de die

in diem.

Then Henry Clements was call'd in, and, at the Bar, was examia'd,

touching his Printing and Publifhing the faid Two Books : Which
he own d, and that he had the Copies of them from Dr. Sachcverell.

After which, he was directed to withdraw.
Ordered,,

That the faid Dr. Henry Sacheverell be taken into the Cuftody of the
Serjeant at Arms attending the Houfe.

Sir



c n
Sir Samuel Garrard, Bar. Lord-Mayor of the City of London, Was

in the Houfe, in his Place : And the Speaker obfervihg to the

Doctor, that the Houfe took Notice, he had aifirm'd, in the Epi-
ftle Dedicatory to my Lord- Mayor of London, before the Sermon
preach'd at St. Paul's, that he had publifh'd it by his Lordmip's
Command, he was ask'd, Whether my Lord-Mayor did command
him to publifh his Sermon > To which he anfwer'd, " That, iri

** the ftridi Senfe of the Word Command, he did not; but in the
" common Acceptation of the Word, as the Defires of Superiors to
" their Inferiors are faid to be Commands, he did command him ; for
" he did defire and prefs him to print it. Then he gave a particular

Account of the Converfation he had, at feveral times, with my Lord-
Mayor, about it. Which was attended with fuch Circumftances,

that tho' his Lordmip thought fit peremptorily to deny it, yet every-

one that heard what the Doctor faid, feem'd to give him Credit.

After this, the Two following Refolutions pafs'd.

Refolved,

That the Reverend Wit. Benjamin Hoadley, Rr&or of St. Peters Poor,

London, for having often ftrenuoufly juftify'd the Principleson which
Her Majcflry and the Nation proceeded in rhe late happy Revolution,

hath juftly merited the Favour and Recommendation of this Houfe.

R efolved,

That an humble Addrefs be prefented to Her Majefty, That She
will be gracioufly pleafed to beftow fome Dignity in the Church on
the faid Mr. Hoadley, for his eminent Services both to Church and
State.

Thefe were propos'd by Mr. An. Henley,and feconded by SirJof.Jekyff.

The Houfe was in great Confufion, it being Late, and every one expe-

cting immediately to rife. However, there were feveral Negatives to

thefe Refolutions : And when they came to be confider'd, they were
generally thought to be ftrange Refolutions, with regard to Her Mar
jefty, who had approved a Sermon preach'd before Her by the Bifhop

ofExcn, and defir'd him to print it. Againfr. That Sermon Mr. Hoadley

writ, and engaged in Controverfy with the Bifhop ; in which he

avow'd very Loofe and Republican Principles, inconfiftent with the Se-

curity of Government. Yet he isdeclar'd to have juftly merited the

Favour and Recommendation of the Houfe 5 and the Queen isdtfir'd

to beftow fome Dignity in the Church on him, for thefe eminent

Services. This Proceeding was thought fo improper, fo indecent to

Her Majefty, that feveral, who wereotherwife againft Dr. Sacheverelt,

blamed it very freely. And it was obfervable, Mr. Lechmore took an
Occafion, fome time after, upon another Debate, to cenfure it.

December 15.

Ordered,

TH AT Mr. Dolben (when he goes to the Lords, to Impeach Dr.

Henry Sacheverell of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors) do ac-

quaint the Lords, That the faid Henry Sacheverell is in Cuftody of

the Serjeant at Arms attending the Houfe, ready to be delivered to the

Gentleman-Ufher of the Black-Rod, when the Lords (hall pleafe to

give Order therein.

Mr. Dolben reported to the Houfe, That he had, purfuant to their

Order, been at the Lords ; and, at their Bar, had Impeach'd Dr.

Henry Sacheverell of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors 5 and had alfo

acquainted the Lords with their other Order.

December
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December 17.

A Petition of Henry Sacheverell, D. D. in Cuftody of the Serjeant

at Arras attending the Houfe, was prefented to theHoufe, and
read 5

praying, that the Houfe will be pleafed to order him to be ad-

mitted to Bail, that he may have an Opportunity of making his De-
fence, being inform'd that he is Impeach'd at the Bar of the Houfe
of Lords, for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors.

Ordered,

That a Committee be appointed to fearch Precedents concerning

the taking Bail in Cafes of Perfons committed for High Crimes and
Mifdemeanors ^ and that they do. make their Report thereof to the

Houfe upon Monday Morning next.

Ordered,

That it be referr'd to the Committee who are to draw up the Arti-

cles of Impeachment againft Dr. Henry Sacheverell, to fearch Prece-

dents, and make Report thereof to the Houfe.

There was fome Debate before the Houfe order'd a Committee.

December 1 9.

JUlK.Dolbcn acquainted the Houfe, That the Committee who were
'"-*' upon Saturday laft appointed to fearch Precedents concerning

the taking Bail in Cafes of Perfons committed for High Crimes and

Mifdemeanors, and to report the fame to the Houfe this Day, had

made all the Progrefs they could in fo fhort a Time ;
but that they

found, it requir'd more Time, and had directed him to move, That
they may have farther Time to make their Report.

Ordered,

That the faid Committee do fearch the Lords Journals, in relation

to the Proceedings upon Impeachments by the Commons, and make
their Report thereof to the Houfe, with all convenient Speed.

Ordered,

That all Committees be adjourn d, except the Committee who are

appointed to draw up the Articles of Impeachment againft Dr. Henry
Sacheverell $ and who are to fearch the Lords Journals in relation i*t

the Proceedings upon Impeachments by the Commons.

December 22.

A/IR. Dolben reported from the Committee appointed to fearch Pre-
"**'*• cedents concerning the taking Bail in Cafes of Perfons commit-
ted for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, and to fearch the Lords Jour-
nals in relation to the Proceedings upon Impeachments by the Com-
mons, and to make their Report to the Houfe, That they had fearched

Precedents, and the Lords Journals, accordingly ; and had directed

him to report what Precedents they had found $ which he read in

his Place, and afterwards deliver'd in at the Table, where the fame
were read.

And a Motion being made, and the Queftion being put, That Dr.
Henry SachevereB be admitted to Bail, according to the Prayer of his

Petition, it paffed in the Negative.

Teas 79. No's 114.

In
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In the Debates on this Matter, there was a great Variety of Opinions f

Some thought, the Commons might bail a Perlon committed by them
but not in this Cafe : Others, that it was difcretionary in them, whether
they would bail, or not ; and that this Perlon deferved it not from them •

and one, that the Commons could never bail in any Cafe. Others
infilled, in favour of Liberty, that if they could bail, they ought
to bail ; and that they could bail, argu'd from the Equity and Reafona-
blenefs of the Thing, that thofe who could commit, might bail: They
fhewed Precedents in the Cafe of Mr. Seymour and the Smugglers im-
peach'd for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; in one of which, the'Per-
fons impeach'd and committed by the Houfe of Commons, was admit-
ted to Bail ; in the other, the Commons, upon their Petition, contented to
bail them

; and they had been bailed, but their Sureties made Objections
to the Condition of their Bonds, and would not fubmit to it. Befides
it was urged, that this Cafe was in itfelf bailable, and fo agreed by all
Gentlemen

;
and that the Dr's Hardfhip might be the greater, becaufe

it was probable, if the Commons did not bail him, he muft lie in Cufto-
dy, when bailable by Law, till after the Recefs of Parliament: For the
Articles not being exhibited to the Lords againft him, it was'thouaht
the Lords would not take him out of the Cuftody of the Commons'
and commit him upon a General Charge; and till they committed him"
they could not bail him. This was his Cafe ; for upon Application to
the Lords, they refufed to commit him, till the Commons had exhibited
their Articles

: The Lords faid, The Commons might never exhibit any
3

and they would not do fo unreafonable a Thing, as to commit any one'
on a General Charge. And fo he lay a Prifoner by the Commitment of
the Houfe of Commons, in a Cafe bailable by Law, and for which there
were Precedents for the Commons admitting to Bail, from Dec. 14. to
Jan. 12. It is fitting to obferve, That fome urged, againft the*Bailing
the Doctor, one Part of the Meffage deliver'd by Mr. Dolben to the Lordf
when he impeach'd him at their Bar,' that the Doctor was in Cuftody of
• the Serjeant at Arms attending the Houfe, ready to be deliver'd to the
' Gentleman-Ufher of the Black- Rod, when the Lords fhould pleafe to
* give Order therein : But others, that agreed with them againft admit-
ting him to Bail, approved of Expedients to get off that, and did not
think it reafonable to preclude him from it by their own Meffage.

I have heard, there was one Thing in the Debates gave fome Diver-
fion to the Houfe. An Honourable Member declaring himfelf againft
bailing Dr. Sacheven/l, faid, He would put them in Mind of the Cafe of
Mr. Thompfon. He Was a Parfon too ; he was Impeach'd by the Com-
mons for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; he was bailed by them • he
afterwards ran beyond Sea, turned Prieft, and fo evaded their Juft'ice

•

and, he believed, this Fellow (as be was pleafed to call him) would do fo
too. To this, another Gentleman anfwer'd, He believ'd the Noble
Lord was as much miftaken in his Conclufion, as he was in his Premifles.
He did not believe the Doctor would run away, if he was bailed. And as
to the Precedent of Mr. Ibompfon, the Noble Lord was miftaken in
every Part of it, except that he was a Parfon ; for he was not bailed by
the Commons, he did not run beyond Sea, and turnd Prieft, and fo
evaded their Juftice. The Parliament that impeach'd him was foon after
diffolved j he was made Dean of Bnjlol, and lived and died fo.

C January
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January 9.

R. Dolben reported from the Committee appointed to draw up Arti-

cles of Impeachment againft Dr. Henry Sachevereff, That they had

drawn up Articles accordingly, which they had directed him to report

to the Houfe : And he read them in his Place, and afterwards deliver d

them in at the Table, where they were read.

It was then propos'd, that it being impofTible the Members could

make their Obfervations on the Articles in fuch Readings, and the Ho-

nour of the Houfe being concerned to have them fuch as might be jufti-

fied a little Time fhould be allowed, before they were read the fecond

time, to conlider them ; and to convince others, they intended not De-

lay by it, they only asked till Wednefday. This was order'd ; but then it

was moved, that no Copies might be taken of the Articles, becaufe it

was not proper they fhould be made Publick in the CofTee-Houfes, nor

fhewed to the Do&or, before they were agreed to, and carried up to

the Lords. On the other Hand, it was urged, This was precluding

Members of their Right, by unreafonable SuppoHtions ; that they had a

Right to take Copies of any Papers before the Houfe, for their Informa-

tion; and it was not to be imagined, they would publifh the Articles in

CofTee-Houfes, or fhew them to the Doftor. And, what if they did

fhew them to him ? Were they to be kept a Secret from him ! Would
he not have a Copy of the Articles order'd him by the Lords, as foon as

they were carried to them ? And, what Advantage would it be to him,

or Difadvantage to the Commons, to fee them fooner ? But, if Copies

were not to be taken of the Articles, it was no Favour, no Benefit to

put off the Confideration of them ; it had an Appearance of doing what
was fair and reasonable, but would, in Truth, be doing nothing ; for

without taking Copies of them, they could rot be conlider'd. And it

having been faid, by one Gentleman, That this was an Extraordinary

Thing, and what had never been done before ; another reply'd, He
thought it Extraordinary, but could not agree, it had never been done
before ; he remember'd the like, when Sir 3^ Fenmck's Confeffions had
been read in the Houfe of Commons ; they were order'd to be fealed up
by the Speaker, that no Copies might be taken of them. He did not

approve that Precedent fo well as to follow it ; he wifhed Copies had

been taken of thofe Papers, and that they had been printed ; he believ'd,

the Kingdom would have been the better for them, at this Day.

After thefe Debates, this Motion was waved.

January 11.

' I ''HE Order of the Day being read, for the Reading a fecond time the
•*- Report from the Committee to whom it was referr'd to draw up
Articles of Impeachment againft Dr. Henry Sacbeverell

;

Ordered,

That the Report be read Paragraph by Paragraph.

Then the firft Paragraph (being the Preamble to the Articles) being
read, and a Motion being made, and the Queftion being put, that the
Report be recommitted, it paffed in the Negative.

Teas 131, No's 232.
Ordered,

That Candles be brought in ; And Candles were brought in accor-
dingly*

Rejb/ved,
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Rcjolved,

That the Houfe doth agree to the fald firft Paragraph.

Then the Articles being feverally read, one by one, were (upon the

Quell ion feverally put thereupon) agreed, unto by the Houfe, to be the

Articles to be exhibited againlt the faid Dr. Henry Sacbeverell.

Then the latl Paragraph being read, the fame was alfo agreed unto by

the Houfe.

Ordered,

That the Articles be Engrafted,

There were great Debates in relation to the Recommitting the Articles

of Impeachment. In which, great Miftakes were fhewn in the Pre-

amble to the Articles, the Recitals partial, and wrong Inferences drawn
from them. And the Articles were faid to be fo loofe and uncertain, it

was impoflible any one cculd plead to them ; arid it was preffed, that

thofe who drew them up, would let the Houfe know, on what Para-

graphs in the Sermons they were grounded. To this was anfwer'd,

That was too Early, when they only had the Preamble under Confide-

ration ; when the Articles were read, they would produce the PafTages

in the Sermons. But then, tho' the Railages were defu'd, they called

for the Queftion, and never perform'*.! what they had promis'd.

"January 12.

'"F'HE EngrofTcd Articles of Impeachment againfi: Dr. Henry Sacheve-
"*• rell, were read.

Ordered,

That the faid Articles be carried to the Lords, by Mr. Dolben.

At this time, there was no Debate nor DiviQon upon the Articles,

only a loud Negative to the Queftion of carrying them up to the Lords.

Gentlemen faw how hardly they had been treated the Day before by
the Majority, and, therefore, contented themfelves with (hewing their

Diflike of thefe Proceedings, in this Manner.

Mr. Dolben carried thele Articles to the Lords, who read them the

firft time, and took Dr. Sacbeverell into the Cuftody of the Black-Rod.

'January 13.

THE Serjeant at Arms acquainted the Houfe, that, in purfuance of

their Order of the 15th of December laff, he did, yefterday, deliver

Dr. Henry Sacbeverell to the Deputy of the Gentleman-Ufher of the

Black-Rod ; and had taken a Difcharge for him.

Dr. Sacbeverell petition'd the Lords to be bailed. Their Lordfhips

order'd a Committee to enquire into the Validity of his Bail. Council

is allow'd him, and a Copy of the Articles,

D'

January 14.

iR. Sacbeverell is order'd to give in his Anfwer to the Articles next
'
Wednesday, The Lords accepted of Dr. Lancajler V ice-Chancellor

of Oxon, and Dr. Bowes, for his Bail. And accordingly, he was bailed;,

himfelf in a Recognizance of 6oco /. and his Sureties each in 5000 /.

Serjeant Prat, Sir Symon Harcourt, Mr. Raymond, and Mr. Phipps, are

allowed, by the Lords, tobeCounfel for Dr. Sacbeverell: And Mr, Hug-

gins to be his Solicitor-

fdtoMrj
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'January \6.

DR. Sacbeverell, upon his Petition, has farther Time given him, to

put in his Anfwer.

January 25.

DR. Henry Sacbeverell attended the Houfe of Lords, and delivered in

his Anfwer to the Articles of Impeachment againft him ; which

was read. And being ask'd, Whether or no he would abide by it ? He
anfwer'd in the Affirmative. And then the Do&or was order'd to with-

draw. Their Lordfhips fent his Anfwer down to the Commons.

A Meflage from the Lords, by Mr. Rr.gers and Mr. Hiccocks, That

they were commanded to acquaint the Houfe of Commons, that Dr.

Henry Sacbeverell hath put in his Anfwer to the Articles of Impeach-

ment, fent from the Houfe of Commons againft him ; which their

Lordfhips communicate to the Houfe, and delire that the faid Original

Anfwer may be return'd with convenient Speed.

Ordered,

That the laid Anfwer of Dr. Henry Sacbeverell, now fent from the

Lords, be read to-morrow Morning.

January 26.

THE Anfwer of Dr. Henry Sacbeverell, fent from the Lords yefterday,

was, according to Order, read, and
Ordered,

That the Anfwer of Dr. Henry Sacbeverell, fent from the Lords yefter-

day, be referr'd to the Committee who were appointed to draw up Ar-
ticles of Impeachment, which were exhibited by the Commons to the

Lords, againft Dr. Henry Sacbeverell, for High Crimes and Mifdemea-
nors ; and that they doconfider thereof, and report their Opinion, what
is moft proper to be done towards the farther Proceedings thereon. And
they have Power to fend for Perfons, Papers, and Records. And they

are to meet at fuch Times and Places as they thill think fit.

February 2.

MR. Dolben reported from the Committee to whom the Anfwer of
Dr. Henry Sacbeverell was referr'd to conGder of the faid Anfwer,

and report their Opinion, what is moft proper to be done towards the
farther Proceedings thereon, That they had confider'd the fame, and that
they do find there are contained therein many Things not warranted by
the Courfe of Proceedings upon Impeachments, foreign to the Charge,
unbecoming a Perfon impeach'd, and plainly defign'd to reflect upon the
Honour of the Houfe ; and do humbly fubmit to the Judgment of the
Houfe their Opinion, That, for avoiding any Imputation of Delay to the
Commons in a Cafe of fo great Importance, a Replication be forthwith
fent up to the Lords, maintaining the Charge of the Commons; and the
Committee have accordingly prepared the fame ; which they had directed
him to report to the Houfe ; and he read the fame in his Place, and
afterwards deliver'd the Report in at the Table, where the fame was
read. And the Replication being read a fecond time,

Refolved,
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Refolded,

That the faid Replication be the Replication of the Commons to the

Anfwer of Dr. Henry SackvereH.

Ordered,

That the Replication be EngrafTed.

There were Debates in relation to the engrafting of the Replication;

when the Committee were defir'd to fhew, what there was in Dr.&«-

cheverelfs Anfwer, not warranted by the Courje ofProceedings upon Impeach-

ments, foreign to the Charge, unbecoming a Perfon impeached, and plainly de-

ftgtid to repel on the Honour of the Houfe. The entring into thefe Parti-

culars was declined ; for which reafor, and becaufe the Anfwer appear'd

Full and Satisfactory, there was a Divifion upon engrailing the Replica-

tion, in which the Teas were 182, the No's 88.

February 3.

THE engrafted Replication of the Commons to the Anfwer of Dr.

Henry Sacheverell was read.

Ordered,

That the faid Replication be tent to the Lords.

Ordered,

That the Original Anfwer be return'd to the Lords.

Ordered,

That Mr. Dolben do carry the Original Anfwer of Dr. Henry Sacheve-

rell, and the Replication thereunto, to the Lords.

A
February 4.

MefTage from the Lords by Sir Richard Holford and Mx.Gery, That
they were commanded to acquaint the Houfe of Commons, that

their Lordlhips have appointed Thurfday next, at Seven of the Clock in

the Morning, for the Tryal of Henry Sacheverell, Doftor in Divinity, at

the Bar of their Houfe ; and that their Lordlhips will take Care, that

there will be Conveniences made there for the Managers of the Houfe,

at the Tryal, upon the Impeachment againft him.

Refohed,

That the Managers be appointed to make good the Articles of Im-
peachment againft Dr. Henry Sacheverell.

Ordered,

That the Committee to whom it was referred to draw up the faid

Articles, be the faid Managers.

Rejblved,

That this Houfe will be prefent at the Tryal of the Impeachment
againft Dr. Henry Sacheverell, as a Committee of the whole Houfe.

Ordered,

That a Meflage be fent to the Lords, to acquaint them with the faid

Refolution, and to defire that a convenient Accommodation may be pre-

paid for them. And,

Ordered,

That Mr. Bromley (who moved this Matter) do carry the faid Meflage

to the Lords.

The Houfe divided on this Queftion, Teas 192, No's 180.

D Then
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There was a long Debate upon this MeJTage ; in which ths feveral

Precedents of the Cafes of the Earl of Strafford, and the Lord Vifcount

Stafford, were cited, whofe Tryals were in the Court prepared in Weft-

mir.fier-Hall : And the Cafe of the French Smugglers, impeach'd 1698,

for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, when there were Conferences, and

free Conferences, between the Two Houfes, about a convenient Accom-

modation for the Commons to be prefent at their Tryal ; which the

Lords agreed to, being convinced by the Reafons of the Commons. It

was faid, that the fir ft regular Tryal upon an Impeachment in Parlia-

ment, in the prefent Method, was the Tryal of theEari of Strafford
;

and the Commons declared and infilled, they had a Right to be pre/ent at

the Tryal , as an Houfe, or a Committee of the whole Houfe, as they thought fit ;

and that they held it neceffary andfit, that all the Members of the Hot/Je/hould

be prefent at the Tryal, to the end every one might fatisfy his own Conjcience,

in the giving his Vote to demand judgment. In the Cafe of the Lord
Vifcount Stafford, the like Accommodation was never difputed ; bur in

that of the Smugglers it was ; and the Lords would have diftinguifh'd

betwixt an Impeachment for High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, and for

High Treafon. Which the Commons anfwer'd, iheu ing, That the dif-

ferent Nature of thofe Crimes related only to the Punifhment, and did

not alter and change the Nature of the Court. And by the Strength of

this and other Arguments, which may be feen in the Reports of the Con-
ferences and free Conferences entred on their Journals, they did, at lalt,

prevail.

February 6.

AMefTage from the Lords by Mr. Gery and Mv.H'ccdch, That the

Lords had commanded them to acquaint the Houfe, that their

Lordfhips have ordered the Lords with White Staves, humbly to move
Her Majefty from their Houfe, that She will be pleafed to give Order
for a Place to be prepared in Wefiminfter-Hall, for their Lord Chips to

proceed upon the Tryal of Henry Sacheverell, Doftor in Divinity, who
now Hands impeach'd before their Houfe.

February 7.

THE Lords receiv'd a MefTage from Her Majefty, That Her Majefty

would give Order for a Place to be prepared in Weftmtnfler- Hall,

for their Lordfhips to proceed upon the Tryal of Henry Sacheverell, Do-
ftor in Divinity, who now ftands impeach'd before their Houfe.

February 8.

AMefTage from the Lords by Mr. Medlycot and Mr. Fellows, That they

were commanded by the Lords to acquaint the Houfe, that Her
Majefty hath given Order, that a Court be prepared in Weftminfier-HaU,

for the Tryal of Dr. Henry Sacheverell ; which will take up fome Time
;

and that, therefore, the Tryal cannot be at the Time appointed, but

that as foon as the Place is prepared, the Houfe (hall have Notice of the

Day of Tryal.

February
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February 10.

Ordered,

THat the Managers appointed to make good the Articles of Impeach-

ment againit Dr. Henry Sacheverell, have Power to fend for Per-

fons, Papers, and Records.

Ordered,

That Mr. William Borret be appointed Solicitor to the faid Managers,

for prolecutiiig the faid Impeachment.

Ftbruary 15.

SErjeant Prat, and Mr. Raymond, having declined being Counfel for

Dr. Henry Sacheverell, the Lords, upon his Petition, affigo'd him

Mr. Dee, Mr. Dod, and Dr. Henchman, for his Counfel ; as alfo, Sir Sy-

mon Harcourt, and Mr. Phipps, before allowed by their Lordfhips ; and

Mr. Huggins his Solicitor.

February 18.

TH E Lords appointed Monday come Sevennight for the Tryal of

Dr Henry Sacheverell.

The Tryal, accordingly, begin on Monday the 27th of February.

Which Day, and the following Days, a great Concourfe of People at-

tended Dr. Sacheverell from his Lodgings at the Temple, to Weflminfier,

and at his Return, with great Acclamations and Shouts of God blefs the

Queen, God preferve the Church of England, and Dr. Sacheverell j with

fome Imprecations on the Wbm and DiJJenters, whom they called the

Doctor's Enemies ; flopping alfo Perfons in their Coaches and Chairs

in the Streets, to pull off their Hats to the Doctor ; to examine them,

whether they were for him ; and to make them cry, God blefs him.

After this, followed great Tumults and Diforders every Evening, pulling

down Meeting-houfes, and threatning a certain Prelate's Houfe, (as he

inform'd the Lords) calling him the Presbyterian B— p. A Complaint

was made in the Houfe of Commons of thefe Riots. And,

March 2.

Rcfolved,

THat an humble Addrefs be prefented to herMajefty, Thatfhe will

be gracioufly pleafed to take effectual Meafures to Supprefs the

:fent Tumults, fet on foot and fomented by Papifts, Non-Jurors,

and other Enemies to her Majefty's Title and Government ; and to Iffue

her Royal Proclamation, promifing a Reward to fuch as fhall difcover

and feize thofe Incendiaries, as have been the Occafions of the late Tu-

mults and Diforders.

No Member, in the leaft, juftify'd thefe Tumults ; and all profefTed a

Readinefs to concur in an Addrefs for the fuppreffing them ; butdefired

the Addrefs might be fo framed, in fuch general Words, that it might

pais unanimouily. They excepted to thofe Words, Set on foot and fo-

mented by Papifts, Non-Jurors, and other Enemies to her Majeflfs Title and

Government ; becaufe it did not appear, any Papifts or Non-Jurors were

concerned in them, and there was no Reafon to believe they were ; but

if they would be particular, it was moved Republicans might be added
;

becaufe it was certain, there were fuch Perfons ;
and as certain, that,

by
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by their Principles, they would lay hold on any Opportunity, and join

with any People, to didurb the Peace and Quiet of the Government

;

for they hoped to fifh in troubled Waters.

There was a Debate upon adding that Word •, in which, a certain

Gentleman argued againft it, becaufe it was not to be imagined, they would

be for fulling down their own Meeting- hotifes. A plain Conceffton, that the

Diffenters were Republicans ; for which his Party blam'd him.

The Houfe divided upon the Word Republicans, Yeas 1 14, No's 279.

The fame Day, Mr. Secretary Boyle reported to the Houfe, That he had

attended her Majefty with their Addrefs. To which her Majefty had

been pleafed to give this very gracious Anfwer.

Tl E R Majefty is extremely fenfible of the great Care and Concern of the

* * Houfe of Commons, for the Publick Peace, upon this Occafion ; and as

Her Majefty has a juft Refentment at thefe Tumultuous and Violent Proceed-

ings • jo She will take immediate Care for fuppreffing them ;
and will lofe no

Time in endeavouring to find out the Authors and Abettors, in order to bring

them to Punifiment : And to that Purpofe, will caufe a Proclamation to be p-.-b-

lifb'd, according to the Defire of this Houfe.

Refolded, Nemine Contradicente,

That the humble Thanks of this Houfe be return'd to her Majefty,

for her moll gracious Anfwer to their faid Addrefs.

Ordered, Nemine Contradicente,

That a Committee be appointed to' draw up an Addrefs upon the faid

Refolution.

And a Committee was appointed accordingly.

And they were ordered immediately to withdraw into the Speaker's

Chamber, to draw up the faid Addrefs.

March 3.

Sir Thomas Parker reported the Addrefs, which was as follows.

The humble ADDRESS of the Houfe of Commons to the

Q.UEE N.

Moft Gracious Sovereign,

J17E your Majefty s moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Commons of Great-
'" Britain, in Parliament ajfembled, out of a deep Senfe of the repeated In-

fiances of your Majefty
1

s unparalleled Goodnefs, beg Leave 10 return our moft
hearty Thanks for your moft gracious Anfwer to our late humble Addrefs, and

for your effectual Care in fuppreffing thofe rebellious Tumults, which were fit on

Foot and fomented by Papifts, Non-Jurors, and other Enemies to your Ma-
jefty's Title and Government, in Defiance of the juft Profecution of the Com-
mons againft Dr. Henry Sacheverell.

And we mufl humbly befeech your Majefty to believe, that as this Profecution

proceeded only from the indifpenfable Obligation which we, yourfaithful Com-
mons, looked upon ourfelves to lie under, not to fit ftill and patiently fee the

Juftice of the late happy Revolution, and the Glory of our late Royal Delive-

rer reflttied upon, your Majefty s undoubted Title (truck at, your Adminiftra-
tion, by which fo many Blejfings are derived upon us, endeavoured to be ren-

dered odious to the People, and reprefnted as Deftruclive of the Church and

Conftitution, the prefent Eftablifhment and Proteftant Succeffion undermin^d^

the Refolutions of Parliament treated with Contempt, the Governors of the

Church,



Church, and your Majefly as Supreme, afperfed and vilified, the Toleration-

exooftias Wicked, and Sedition indolently invading the Pulpit.

'So the Maintenance ofyour Majejlfs Right, the Safety of your Per/on, the

Quiet of your Government, the Continuance of our Happmefs under your ex-

cellent Adminiflration, the Succeffion in the Protectant Line, the Support and

Honour of the Church of England as eftablifrd by Law, with that Toleration

which is 'byM of Parliament allowed to Proteflant Diffenters, (hall be our

conjhnt Care and Concern : And we will, upon all Occasions, venture all that

is dear to us, in Defence offuch ineflimable Bleffings.

Great Exceptions were taken to the Addrefs ; and it was moved, That

it might be Recommitted, becaufe the Committee had exceeded their

CommilTion, which was only to return her Majefty Thanks for her

moll Gracious Anfwer •, but they had taken upon them in this Addrefs,

to ftate the whole Matter of the Impeachment, and to give their Opi-

nions upon if, which was not only Irregular, contrary to the Orders of

the Houfe, but prejudging a Cafe then depending before another Judi-

cature. And in the laft Paragraph, there was a Promife, to venture all

that was dear to them, in Defence of the Toleration, as well as of the

Church of England. This was faid to be putting them upon a Level,

upon an equal Foot, which as many Gentlemen could not think proper,

and never intended, fo it was not true ;
for tho'they fhould be always

willing to maintain the Toleration, yet they would not venture fo much

for that, as for the Church of England. But all thefe Exceptions were

over-rul'd 5 and tho' the Addrefs was drawn up manifeftly contrary to the

Rules and Orders of the Houfe, yet the Majority agreed to it, as it was

TheTry al proceeded, and the Lords gave their Votes feriatim, Whether

Dr Henry Sacheverell was guilty of H/gh Crimes and Mi/demeanors, charged

upon him by the Impeachment of the Houfe of Commons ? And a Majority

voted him Guilty.

March 2t.

Refolved,
' "

(

>-f->Hat the Thanks of this Houfe be given to the Members who were

appointed the Managers of the Impeachment againft Dr. Henry

Sacheverell, for their faithful Management, in the Difcharge of theTruft

repofed in them.
. t . L

And Mr. Speaker gave them (they (landing up in their Places; the

Thanks of the Houfe accordingly.
#

•*
..

There W2s no Precedent pretended for this, befides the giving the

Thanks of the Houfe to the Attorney-General, Sir Hewage Finch, (after-

wards Lord- Chancellor, and Earl of Nottingham) and the Motion was

farther fupported by fome Encomiums on the Managers Performances.

This Matter was oppofed by feveral Gentlemen, who fhew'd a wide

Difference betwixt this Cafe and that of my Lord- Chancellor Notting-

ham, who had the Thanks of the Houfe for maintaining their Rights and

Privileges at a Conference between the Two Houfes, in 167 1, concern-

ing the Commons fole Right of giving Money ; which was the more

Remarkable, becaufe he was, at fir ft, of Opinion, That in the particu-

lar Point then in Controverfy, the Commons were in the Wrong. But

the Houfe having determin'd againft his Opinion, and appointed him to

be a Manager at the Conferences, he apply'd himfelf to the fearching

the Records ; and with indefatigable Labour and Study, difcover^d fuch

Precedents, and (o iirenuoufly fupported the Commons Right, that the

E Commons
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Commons thought it proper to make him that honourable Acknowledg-

ment. It was alfo urged, That there were Managers upon former Tryals,

that had not the Thanks of the Houfe ; And tho' thefe Gentlemen might

have done their beft in the Difcharge of the Service the Houfe requir'd

from them, yet they deferved not fuch Diftinction. Many declared, the

Managers did not fpeak their Senfe, and that they could not approve

what they had advanced, particularly, in juftifying Refinance, and

declaring againft Pajjive-Obedience and Non-Refiftance, which was the

Doctrine of the Gofpel, and of the Church of England,, and unaltera-

bly eftabli/h'd by the Union of the two Kingdoms ; and fome of them

denied the Queen's Hereditary Right, affirming, that (lie had only a Par-

liamentary Right; and that as to the Hereditary Right, the Pretender

had a much better Title to the Throne. That in thefe Inftances, they

exceeded their Commiflion, which could not be underftood to allow

them in any thing mere, than fpeaking in Defence of the Reiiftance at

the Revolution, much lefs to meddle with the Queen's Title, which gave

Offence to many that heard them.

Another Reafon againft giving them Thanks, was, becaufe of their

railing and reviling Language to the Doctor, unbecoming any Counfel

in a Criminal Profecution, and much unbecoming Managers of the Houfe

of Commons. In which it was hard to fay, whether they fhew'd more

Bitternefs or Inconfiftency.

And becaufe of their giving up the Honour of the Houfe, in fuffering

of Mv.Dolben to explain himfelf, when the Lords requir'd it. In which

Cafe, he fhould not have complied, without confulcing the Houfe, and

taking their Directions.

And one Gentleman fpoke to this effect, juft before the Queftion ; That

tho' he was againft giving them the Thanks of the Houfe, yet he could

not forbear mentioning one Reafon for it, that had been omitted by

others, but was, in his Opinion, ftronger than any they offer'd} and that

was, becaufe he was fure they would have Thanks no where elfe.

There was a Divifion of the Houfe, the Teas were 175, No's 116.

And it was obfervable, that in this Queftion, all the Managers prefent

in the Houfe (except Mr. Dolben, whofe fingular Modelty was the more
remarkable) voted for their having Thanks.

March 22.

AMeflage from the Lords by Mr. Rogers and Mr. Hiccocks, That the

Lords had commanded them to acquaint this Houfe, that their

Lordfhips are now ready to give Judgment againft Dr. Henry> Sacheverell,

if this Houfe, with their Speaker, will come and demand the fame.

Refolved,

That this Houfe will demand Judgment of the Lords againft Dr.Henry

Sacheverell.

Some Gentlemen fpoke againft demanding Judgment, laying down
thefe Pofitions.

That the Lords could not give Judgment, unlefs the Commons de-

manded it : And that the Commons were at Liberty, whether they

would demand it or not, according to the Reafon given by the Com-
mons, when they infifted to be prefent at the Tryal of the Earl otStraf.

ford, as a Committee of the whole Houfe, That they held 'it fit and tiecef.

far), that all the Members fhould be prejent at the Tryal, to the end every one

might fatisfy his own Confidence , in the giving his Vote to demand Judgment.
And when that Tryal was over, no Judgment was demanded. In the

prefent Cafe, they were againft demanding Judgment, becaufe of the

Precedent
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Precedent of this Proceeding, which might be very dangerous to inno-

cent Men hereafter ; fo;- none could be fafe, if meer Innuendo's, the

mod forced and ftrain'd Conftruttions, and Paflages mifapply'd, fhould

be admitted for Evidence. They thought, the Lords had made dange-

rous Precedents, in taking upon them to declare the Law and Ufage of

Parliament, without one Precedent for it ; and directly contrary to ma-
ny ; for the Cafe of Dr. Mamvarmg could not be a Precedent, he fubmit-

tingand pleading Guilty. The Lords alfo put the Queftion of Guilty

upon all the Articles together, which is fuch a complicated Queftion, they

could not give their Votes freely. And it was faid to be a Reafon, why
fome of them did not vote. And the Lords, who are both Jury and

Judges, were not under the Obligation of an Oath, or upon their Ho-
nour. To thefe Reafons, one other was added, That it would be a

great Reflexion on this Parliament, to have, in the fame Seffion, one of

the Minifters of the Church of England fufler'd to lie in Prifon without

Relief, upon his Complaint, for reading her Prayers ; and to have another

punifb'd for preaching her Doclrines.

Thefe Arguments were urged againft demanding Judgment, by thofe

Gentlemen that oppofed the Profecution in every Step of it ; but fome

of thofe that had been forward in it, were now againft demanding Judg-
ment, out of great Difpleafure and Indignation at the Judgment they

heard was to be given ; which they call'd a Scandalous, Ridiculous

Judgment, and a Reflexion upon the Proceeding; and therefore they

were againft demanding Judgment. And it is faid, feveral of thofe

Gentlemen withdrew, and would not vote in this Queftion. The Houfe
divided upon it ; the Teas were 165, No's 117.

March 2 J

1

THen the Commons, with their Speaker, went up to the Bar of the

Houfe of Lords, and, by their Speaker, demanded Judgment a-

gainft Dr. Henry Sacbeverell. And being return'd, Mr. Speaker reported,

That he had, in the Name of the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, in

Parliament afTembled, and of all the Commons of Greateritain, de-

manded Judgment of the Lords againft Dr. Henry Sacbeverell, for High

Crimes and Mifdemeanors, for which he was Impeach'd.

The Judgment was,

That Henry Sacheverell, Doctor in Divinity, fhall be, and is hereby en-

joined not to preach during the Term of three Tears next enfuing. That

Dr. Henry Sacheverell'^ Two printed Sermons, referred to by the lm*

feachment of the Houfe of Commons, (hall be burnt before the Royal-

Exchange, in London, between the Hours of One andTtvo of the Clock,

on the 2"]th ofthis Infant March, by the Hands of the Common Hang-

man, in the Prefence of the Lord-Mayor, and the Two Sheriffs of Lon-

don and Middlefex.

Thus ended this mighty Profecution ; to which, I hope, without Of-

fence, may be apply'd, Parturiunt Montes, &c.

Whatever good Intention the Commons might have in the bringing

it on, it is plain, from the Lords Judgment, that if it had not been out

of Refpeft to fuch Profecutors, no Sentence, no Punifhraent had been

inflicted, but the Doctor would have been acquitted.

This
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This Profecution gave great Satisfaction to tbeJV*-rgs in general, to

the Deifls, Atheifls, and to fome among the Dijjenters
,

(the Wifer a-

mone them difliking it from the Beginning, elpecially their Teachers,

who are ufed to take greater Liberties in their Pulpits, than the Divines

of the Church of England) it was very acceptable to thofe that had no

Religion or that were Enemies to the Church of England
;
they con-

cluding 'this was a good Handle either to bring all Religion into Con-

tempt or to injure the Eltablifh'd. But it pleated God, who has pro-

mis'd,'that even the Gates of Hell Jbould net frevtil agrinfl his Church,

to difappoint the Defigns thefe Jcbitophets had projected ;
and to {hew

thofe that boafted of their Numbers, or that doubted it before, that the

Strength of the Nation, among the Nobility, Gentry, and Commonalty,

was heartily for our happy Eltablifhment both in Church and State

;

and that whatever Arts had been ufed to divide them, and create

groundlefs Jealoufies and Fears, of late Years, among them 5 yet when-

ever the Rights of the Crown, the Doclrines of our holy Religion, and

of the Church of England, were attack'd, they would unite for their

Maintenance, Support and Defence. There was fuch a Zeal fhewn on

this Occafion, and this Matter took fuch a different Turn from what was

expected, that every one wifh'd the Profecution had never been begun
;

many condemning it ; fome even of the Man— -rs declaring, They would

never be concerned in roafting a Par/on again ; And what was moft ftrange,

every one difclaiming the bringing this into Parliament. Which puts me
in mind of what a noble Hiftorian fays of the great and fudden Change

was in this Kingdom upon Sir J.Greenvile's bringing Letters from King

Charles II. to the Two Houfes of Parliament, to the Lord- Mayor, and

to the Army and Fleet :
" From this time, fays he, there was fuch an

" Emulation and Impatience in Lords and Commons, and City, and
" generally over thejgi^dom, who lhould make the moft lively Ex-
" preflions of their dHJPfThd of their Joy, that a Man could not but

" wonder where thofe People dwelt.who had done all the Mifchief, and
" kept the King fo many Years from enjoying the Comfort and Support

" of fuch excellent Sabje&s.

May it always happen thus ! May the fame good Providence ever

watch over us, to fave and deliver the Church and Monarchy from the

Hands of their Enemies ! May it abate their Pride, affwage their Malice,

And not only confound, but make them afhamed of their Devices !

Lately printed in Folio, and may therefore be bound

with the Tryal,

TH E Names of the Right Honourable Peers, who protejied

againft Some Proceedings in the Cafe of Dr. Henry Sa~

cheverell : Together with their LordJhij>s Reafons for fuch their

Protefiation.










