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B SER VATIONS
O N T H E

Swedifh Hiftory.

HE Swedes, like moft other

Nations, pretend to great An-
tiquity; and, probably, their

Pretentions are better founded

than thofe of a great many
others: But their Hiftory, according to

Puffendorf, is very obfcure for many Ages.

Till the XVIth Century, their foreign

Tranfadtions hardly extended farther than

Ruffid, Denmark, and Norway. The Suc-

cefs of the Wars carried on among thofe

Nations,
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Nations, was various j fometimes one, and

fometimes another, was Conqueror: In

thofe Times we mud not imagine that

their Kings were inverted with fo much

Power as they were in After-ages ; they

were then obliged to confult the Inclinations of

the Subjects, who often dethroned, and put

them to Death, for bad Government. In

primitive Times , Mankind contracted the

Power of their Kings within narrow Limits

:

They had a Notion, that Kings were infti-

tuted for the Good of Society; and that if

they acted contrary to this End, they were

no longer Kings. In thofe early Ages, Power

was looked on as of an encroaching Nature,

which,unlefs timely reftrained,would become

unlimited. Divine hereditary Right was in

Referve for politer Taftes than at that Time

prevailed in the northern World. They had

a Notion, likewife, that Power followed

Property ; and, for that Reafon, they would

not allow their Princes much of the latter,

for Fear of the former.

In this Manner they lived, and were go-

verned, for many Ages. Thofe Kings who
attempted to be abfolute, always loft their

i Crowns,
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Crowns, if not their Lives. It would be

too tedious to go through the whole Swedifh

Hiftoryj I fhall therefore begin my Remarks

no higher than the Year 1365, at which

Time Albert, Duke of Mecklenburg, was

chofen King, in the Place of Magnus Smelch,

who was depofed.

This Magnus was the laft King of Sweden

of the Line of St. Eric, whofe Defendants

had inherited the Swedl/Jj Crown for above

220 Years.

The Reader is to obferve, that a Spirit of

Liberty prevailed among the Swedes, and that

their Kings were happy or miferable, as they

protected or violated the Laws and Conftitu-

tion -, to prove which, is the chief Defign of

the prefent Work.

King Albert did not confider this, his Aim
was to be abfolute; and, to that End, he

flighted the Swedes, feized their Properties,

and gave to Foreigners, tho' void both of

Capacity and Honeity, the beft Polls of the

Kingdom. The People groaned under an in-

tolerable Load of Taxes, and had the daily

B 2 Marti-
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Mortification to fee their Laws and Liber-

ties trampled upon, and infringed. Their

humble Remonftrances were in vain, the King

regarded them not j therefore he was at laft

told, in plain Terms, that if he would not

govern according to the Laws of the King-

dom, other Meafures fhould be taken. They
kept their Word, and made Margaret, Queen

of Denmark and Norway, their Queen ; who
defeated Albert, and took him Prifoner. He
then probably repented of his bad Conduct,

and, when too late, faw the Folly of hark-

ening to Flatterers and Court Minions, the

greateft Enemies of Princes.

Margaret got Erie, her Sifter's Son, elected

King. When he came of Age, he married

Philopot, Daughter of the King of England.

Eric was not wife enough to govern as he

ought

;

v
his Inclination was to be arbitrary:

In Confequence of which, he opprefTed his

Swedijh Subjects in a very grievous Manner,

and almoft ruined them by a War with Hol-

Jleln. But what chiefly difgufted them was,

the Infolence and Arrogance of the Danes,

who were in mod Pofts of Value, and go-

verned with a very high and oppreffive Hand.

Princes
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Princes cannot be guilty of a
p
greater Fault

than preferring Strangers, in Cafes where the

Natives are equally capable and knowing.

Thefe Governors were cruel, proud, and ava-

ricious, and were continually inflicting Hard-

fhips and Barbarities upon the Swedes, of all

Ranks and Conditions.

At this Time there was a Gentleman

whofe Name was Engelbrecht Englebrechtjon
y

who undertook to free his Country from its

Miferies, which he in a great Meafure ef-

fected, but at laft fell a Sacrifice -to Marmal

Charles Knutfon -

3 who, from a Patriot, endea-

voured to be Tyrant of his Country. Eric,

by his ill Government, loft the three King-

doms. After whom, his Nephew, Chrifto-

pher, Duke of Bavaria, was ele&ed King.

He died in January 1448. After his Death,

the Union of the three Kingdoms was broke,

and the Swedes elected the Marfhal Charles

Knutfon for their King, and the Banes elected

Chriftian of Oldenburg, Nephew to Adolphus,

Duke of Holftein and Slejwick, which they

had a Mind to annex to the Kingdom of
Denmark.

Tujfendorf
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Taffendorj tells us, that Charles ' was na-

f
tu rally of a haughty and proud Temper ;

1
that he contemned all the World,and never

« could treat any Affair with gentle Meafures,
c but was always for carrying Things by
' Force, which was the true Caufe of his

« Ruin.'

The Swedes elected after him Chriftian,

King of Denmark^ who likewife oppreffed

them by heavy Taxations, which had ruined

many of his Predeceffors. There is a De-

gree, beyond which, if Taxes are raifed, they

muft end in the Deftruction either of the

King or People. If a Spirit of Liberty fub-

fifts, the fatal Blow will fall upon the former j

and it is reafonable that it fhould. The Pre-

fervation of many, is preferable to that of one,

or a few. There is fcarce a People but will

chearfully raife thole Taxes which are necef-

fary for the Good of the Society, and for fup-

porting a Prince who makes fuch Good the

End of his Government. But they will cer-

tainly become difarFected, if Taxes are laid

to maintain unnecerlary Wars, to fupport ab-

folute Power, or hungry Courtiers in Luxury

and
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and Pride. Men can never be fatisfied to

have their Fortunes taken from them, in or-

der to be employed in rendering them mife-

rable ; and yet this is generally the Cafe when
extraordinary Revenues are demanded : And
therefore People mould be very cautious,

and well advifed,befofe they grant them. Re-
membring the old Opinion,that Power always

follows Property. It is a bad Sign, when a

Nation is inclined to truft too much to the

Goodnefs of their Prince. The Foundation

is weak and fallacious; the bed: Way to make
and continue Men good, is, to put it out of

their Power to do 111. Thus in Britain the

King can do no 111, becaufe he has not the

Power. Happy is the State of thofe Princes,

who are enabled to do Good,but are retrained

from doing Evil

!

I might here {lop, to make fome Reflec-

tions on the Conduct of Slern Sture
i but I

choofe to proceed to the Life of King John,

the Succeffor of Chrijt'wn ; only firft obferv-

ing, that we mull often beware of Men
who aim at a general Popularity. Under

the fpecious Name of Liberty, lie often hid

the moft wicked and deftructive Schemes.

Fujj'endorf
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Pujfendorf lays, that John c was a brave

* and honeft Prince, of a fweet and patient

c Temper, and no way given to Revenge.
c But, neverthelels, at the Inftigation of fome
1 of his Courtiers, he committed the fame

* Fault which had been the Ruin of the

c Kings his PredecerTors/

Bad Miniflers have often ruined good Prin-

ces ; and a greater Misfortune cannot befal a

King, than to give himfelf over to Prime

Miniflers. When thofe Gentlemen have

engroffed their Mailer, he muft no longer

expect to have Things reprefented to him as

they are. He from that Time takes a Fare-

wel of Truth, and muil fee and judge as is

fuitable to his Favourite's Humour or In-

tereft. He'll perhaps be told, that all his

A&ions conduce to the publick Good ; and

that the People are entirely fatisfied with his

Government, at the fame Time that his

Actions are deftructive to the Society, and the

People are generally difarTe&ed. The great

Point a Prime Minifter has to manage, is, to

hinder all Accefs to his Mailer, either per-

fonal, or by Writing; except fuch as is agree-

able
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able to him and his Creatures. Thus the

poor deluded Prince is kept ignorant of what

ought to be his chief Care ; he becomes the

Nation's Curfe, and the Miniiter's Tool.

For thefe Reafons, a wife Prince will make

Ufe of feveral Means of Information, and

not meanly fubmit to the Determination of

a Creature whofe Advantage is to deceive.

A Minifter who engroffes the Ear of his

Mailer, will reprefent the moft honeft and

virtuous Men as difafFeCted Villains j the mod
'knowing and capable, as ignorant and un-

able. But when a Prince is wife enough

not to fuffer a Minifter to monopolize him,

then the Minifter will not dare to make

thofe falfe Relations, but will be obliged, for

his own Safety, to relate Things as they are.

A Prince fhould likewife confider, that the

Enormities of his Minifters are laid at his

Door. He muft bear the Blame of them.

The Cruelty of the Danifi Governors, our

Author tells us,
c rendered the King odious

1 to the People, who imagined that they

C < did
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c did nothing bat by his Order or Allow-

ance.

Sweden, at this Time, was in a very cala-

mitous State. All the IMiferies of a Civil

War prevailed, which were the Offspring of

the Miiiiilers to whom King John had given

Jiimfelf upj but the Punifhment of them

fell upon him. Many of his Subjects with-

drew their Allegiance , and gave the fol-

lowing Reafons for their riling in Arms

:

1 Fir/i, That the King had not kept to the

c Treaty of Calmar -

y
that he had not put an

' End to the Difference that had happened

c upon Account of the Ifland of Gothland;

* that he had deprived the Swedes of the Of-

* fices and Fees of the Kingdom, to give

c them to Strangers, who treated the Natives

* with the utmoft Barbarity -, that all the

c Revenues he received from Sweden, were

carried into Denmark

-

} that he had alto-

' gether exhauiled the Royal Treafury -

3 that

* he had not given Orders to coin better

.

c Money ; that he had taken away the Swe-

' dijh Standards at Rotebrco, and made them

to
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'< to be hung up in the Church of Copen-

c
hagen

y
to affront the Sivedifi Nation, and

c
to teftify the little Efteem he had for

* them : And, lajlly, that he had amufed,

c and alfo incommoded them, by feveral

c AfTemblies which he had called together ;

* and therefore fince he never gave over his

* Tricks and Artifices, never kept his Word,

' nor flood to what he had promifed by Let-

' ters fealed with his Seal , they were no

1 longer bound by the Treaty of Calmar

' than the King himfelf obferved the Ar-

* tides of it.'

Thefe Reafons contain excellent LefTons

for Princes. From hence they may learn

how odious it is to a Feople for their Prince

to violate his Promifes ; how their Spirits are

raifed to Revenge, when Foreigners are pre-

ferred to the Natives. What Grumbling and

DifafTection is begot by fquandering and ex-

haufting the publick Treafure, which fhould

be applied to no other Purpofe than to the

Good of the Publick. Ail which LefTons,

King 'John would probably have obferved,

G 2 had



had he been wife enough to have difcarded

thofe felfifh, infolent Minifters, who fur-

rounded him. But his adhering to them

produced a general Revolt, and Stem Sture

was chofen Governor. He died in 1503,

and in the next Year Suante Niljon Sture was

elected in his Stead. The Swedes were refo-

lute in oppofmg King John. It was in vain

that the Emperor threatened, and ordered

them to receive him ; they were a free Peo-

ple, and fuch a People will never part with

their Liberties, unlefs accompanied with their

Lives and Fortunes ; they muft be corrupted

before they will be Slaves. Suante Sture died,

after having been Governor about eight

Years. He was fucceeded by Steen Sture

the Second
v

Not long afterwards, King 'John likewife

departed this Life. Sweden, all this while,

fufTered very great Troubles : Interline Broils

reduced her very low, in which Archbifhop

TroIIe was a principal Actor. But as Anarchy

cannot be of long Continuance, a Change

could not but happen ; and, in fine, Chri-

Jlian,
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ftian, Son of King John, was crowned King

of Sweden j during whofe Reign the greateft

Miferies that Sweden ever laboured under

were deftined to be her Lot. Now, the Ef-

fects of Queen Margaret's Union were to ap*

pear in their mod dreadful Light. Indeed

Sweden could not boaft of much Felicity

from the Time that the Kingdoms were

united in Eric her Nephew, though Tyranny

had not raged fo furioufly as in the Reign

now under Confideration. It was equal,

perhaps, to the moft barbarous Times of the

Eaft. Innocent Perfons of all Ranks were

tortured, maffacred and butchered. After

having glutted himfelf with thefe (in Sweden)

unheard-of Inhumanities, he returned to Den-

mark, and in his Way c caufed Gibbets to be

* erected in ail Places as he went along, and

* every where exercifed the mofr. horrid Ty-
' rannies. As he parted by Lindkoping, he

' made two young Boys, of the Family of

' the Ribbings, to be whipped to Death;

* one of which was but nine, and the other

* but feven Years old. In the Cloyfter of

' Nydala, he made the Abbot, and nine Re-

* lieious
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< ligious of the fame Canvent,to be drowned.'

While thefe Enormities were tranfa&ing.

Heaven raifed up Guftavus Erich/on, to free

his Countrymen from the intolerable Mifery

into which they were involved ; and finding

him worthy, they elected him King.

It might not be amifs to obferve here, the

lamentable State of thofe People who bow

under Arbitrary Governments where their

Lives, Fortunes, Chaftity and every Thing

that is dear and near to them are at the abfo-

lute Difpofal of Men void of all Reafon and

Humanity. It is very flrange that Men

whom God has created free, can be brought

to bear Slavery ; and yet we fee the greateft

Part of the World in this abjedt and mocking

State j a State, the Confideration of which

is Efficient to deter Men from being enticed

to it by ever fo fpecious Pretences, and to

animate them to oppofe with all their Might

any Attempts to force them to it. It is cer-

tain Virtue muft be greatly extinguifhed

from among that People who part with their

Liberty, and embrace Slavery. They muft

be
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be firft vitiated ; but this was not the Cafe in

Sweden ; and therefore they freed themfelves

from the Tyranny of their cruel Prince.

During the Reign of King Guftavus, the

Lutheran Religion was eftabliihed. Itiseafy

to perceive, that the Church of Rome would

make great Oppofition thereunto ; but Guf-

taims was a wife Prince, and Rome's Oppo-

fition proved vain. The Clergy at this Time

were arrived in Sweden to an extravagant De-

gree, to lower which, Guftavus took upon

him a bold Defign, confidering the Super-

flition of the Times. He brought them

down, by reducing both their Rank and Re-

venues. ' When the Prelates inlifted on
c

their Immunities and Privileges, the King
c anfwered them very well, that fince they

c had not received them from Heaven, but

c from the Secular Power, they might with-

* out a Crime be changed and altered, ac-

1 cording to the Circumftances of Time, and
1 the Neceflities of the State.' That Nation

muft be in a wretched Condition, where the

Clergy are too powerful 3 for they never fail

to
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tj drive the Nail to the Head. They arc

**mfiE*ready to enter into any Measures, tho' (

y (o definitive to. their Kincr and Country,

p
;':. \\ id 'thereby make any Addir

their Wealth or Authority. N
v will make Ufe i : emendous Name

:rther their lllfr.h I Thcre-

fbi vile and rt in

diminifhing their ufurped Power. After which,

v well fettled domeftick Af-

he turned his Thoughts Abroad

,

towards promoti v Till this

Prince's R ' but obfavdy

to the more louthcrn Court : / but

he entered into an Alii th J mcii I.

of France
y
and enlarged the Dignity both

his Country and Crown \ the latter he got

the - to declare hereditary in a .V

Line. Thev were lb lenfible of his
y

_:vices and good Intentions, that they fecmed

to be in a Temper to grant any Thing. And

this is often a dangerous Error of free States ;

they frequently carry their Gratitude too far,

even to their own Ruin. When they are

delivered from great Dangers, or find an

eminent
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eminent Patriot, they think, that they can

never fufficiently rewardJimj^t to be

really fecure and happy, lliilj "* not trult

too much even to the beft of Men. I do

not fay that Swdtn did too much for the

King, but they feemed to be in a very yield-

inc Humour.

King Gufiavfis was now in an advanced

Age,and therefore reiblved to make a princely

Provifion for his Sons. The elded was to

fucceed him. ' To the fecond Son, Duke

John, he gave Finland. To Duke Mag-

nus, his third Son, he gave Weft Gothland.

And to Duke Charles, the youngeft, the

• Provinces of Sudcnnanca y
Kericia and

Wermelmd. To every one of his Daugh-

*
ters he amgned an hundred thouiand

Crowns, with ibme Moveables.'

Of fuch Divihons I cannot at all approve;

they have often proved the Caufe of very

great Troubles in many Kingdoms. When

Men of equal Birth think thepfelves pow-

erful enough to make Head againft their

E> Prince,
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Prince, they feldom fail to break through all

Ties of Blood, Allegiance, and even Love

to their Country. Hence arife Civil Wars,

of all Wars the mod direful.

Guftavus died in 1560, and was fucceeded

by his Son Erich, who fell far fhort of his

Father's Virtues j for he was a very fickle,

inconftant Prince, fond of being flattered,

and confequently eafily deceived. Evil Coun-

fellors got the Afcendency over him, and go-

verned him according to their Humour and

Intereft. In his Amours he was changeable

beyond Parallel, and at laft married his Con-

cubine, Katherine
y

a Woman of very mean

Extraction. He was very miltruftful, and

jealous of Confpiracies: The Imprifonment

of Duke JoLm was a very wrong Step, unlefs

he has entirely followed the Directions of

Machlarcel. Groundlefs Sufpicions are very

hurtful to a Prince ; they alienate from him

his Subjects Love, and do reciprocally beget

in them Sufpicions of him. They lead him

to Cruelty, and generally end in his own

Ruin.

This
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This Erich experienced ; though could he

have flung off his Favourite, Joran Peerfon,

he might have reigned quietly, even after the

many Cruelties he had committed, and the

Injuries he had done to his Brother John,

who was freed from Prifon, and reconciled to

the King. But fo infatuated are Princes,

that they feldom can part with their bafe Mi-

nions till they are forced to part both with

them and their Crowns, and often with their

Lives. This infolent Minifter, after having

ruined his King, who was no longer able to

protect him, was delivered up to Juflice :

And, for a Warning to all over-grown Mini-

fters, who think themfdves beyond the Reach

of an injured People, I will tranfcribe an

Account of the Fate of this great wicked

Man. ' He was condemned to Death, as a

* Traytor to the King, a Robber, Murderer
1 and Adulterer, and as a Difturber of the

c publick Peace. Fzrft, His Ears were
c cut off, and nailed to the Gibbet with his

c Patent of Nobility -

} and being afterwards

' hanged, he was immediately cut down,

« and put upon the Wheel, where his Arms

D 2 * and
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and Legs were broken, and his Head was

' cut off with a Hatchet ; and at laft his

6 Body was cut into four Parts, and put
1 upon four Wheels at Brunkenburg* The
deluded Erich was depofed, and after fome

Years of hard Uiage, poifoned.

He was fucceeded by his Brother John,

in the Year i •
. , whofe Minifters in

that fame Year concluded a moft difho-

nourable and fcandalous Treaty with Den-

mark* During the Reign of John, reli-

gious Difputes often prevailed, which the

King encouraged, having a Mind to bring in

again the Roman Catholick Religion ; but the

People were too much freed from the old

Superflition, and after many vain Attempts,

King John returned to the Aujbnrg Confef-

fion. As to the Wars which this Prince car-

ried on, he had Fortune on his Side, efpecially

again ft the Mufcovites, over whom he got

feveral eminent Victories. He died the 17th

of September, 1592; and was fucceeded by

his Son Sigifmund, who was then King of

Poland.

It
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It feldom happens that a Prince governs

feveral Kingdoms to the Satisfaction of the

refpective Subjects. Jealoufy and Envy pre-

vail among Mankind, who cannot bear to

fee their Neighbours ufed as well as them-

felves. Always full of their own Merit, they

think too much cannot be done in their Fa-

vour, and at the fame Time are dirTatisfied

at any Good done to others.

Sweden was much difpleafed at the Govern-

ment of Sigifmund ; they complained of his

long Abfence -, of his arbitrary Intentions

;

but, above all, fl£ his Defign to re-eftablith

the Roman Catkolick Religion, gave a Dilguft

which, in the End, deprived him of the Swe-

dijh Crown. Duke Charles knew very well

how to take Advantage of thofe Troubles,

and to prepare for himfelf a Way to the

Throne. This he did, not only by pretend-

ing, but by really advancing the publick Good.

Sigifmund had not indeed acted io tyrannical

and arbitrary as fome of his Predeceffors ; but

he plainly demonrlrated his Defign of govern-

ing more defpotically than the Conftitution

I allowed^.
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allowed, and of introducing Popery, which

the States thought were fufficient Reafons to

difpofe of the Crown to another. His hoftile

Intention, did likewife as plainly appear, as

his Incapacity of conforming to the Laws of

the Nation. His Breach of the Articles of

Accommodation concluded at hindkoping be-

tween him and Duke Charles, and his hafty

Retreat to Peland, did all conipire to alienate

his Subjects Hearts. They indeed feem to

have kept Temper very well; they were

willing to ufe moderate Means, and prevent

coming to Extreams ; as may appear by their

following Reprefentation : £ That tho' they

1 were fenfible he had not ftood to the hind-

* hoping Treaty, and had encouraged the Se-

« dition and tumultuous Actions of the Fin-

' landers, they intreated him to perform his

1 Promifes, to pacify the Troubles of Fin-

1
land, to put all Things in the Condition

1 they were in formerly, to puniih thole who

1 were criminal, purfuant to the Laws of

Juftice, to embrace the Proteftant Religion,

* and to return to his Kingdom, where he

c might rule in Peace and Tranquility ; or,

< if
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5 if he would not liften to fuch Propofals,

1
to fend Prince Uladijlaus into Sweden, to

1 be bred up to the Reformed Religion, un-

' der the Guardianship of Duke Charles:

* In fine, if he would condefcend to neither

1 of thefe Propofals, they protefted, that

* King Sigifmund and his Pofterity mould

' for ever forfeit their Right to the Crown of

1 Sweden, and that they would prefer ano-

1 ther to the Throne, who fhould form his

* Government according to the Laws of the

* Kingdom.' This Advice had no Effect on

his Majefty ; he could not bear to fubmit to

the States -, therefore they offered the Crown

to the Prince, provided he would come to

Sweden, and be brought up in the Religion

which they were refolved to live in. But he

not coming, both Father and Son were de-

prived of the Crown -, which being refufed

by Duke John, was fettled on Duke Charles.

The States, willing, or rather refolving to

have the Government fettled to their own
Mind, they « obliged the King of Sweden to

\ marry a Froiejlant Queen, and excluded

< the
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* the Hereditary Prince from the Crown, if

' he mould be poiTeiTed of a foreign King-

4 dom ; nay, they ty'd up the King of Swe-

* den from accepting of any other Crown,

unlefs he refolved to make Sweden the

' Place of his conftant Refidence.' Charles

was not near ib fuccefsful after he became

King, as he was before ; Fortune feemed to

have quite forfaken him both by Sea and

Land: But the young Prince Gujiavus re-

ceived early Proofs of her Favour. Charles

was very willing to prevent a Rupture with

Denmark, but Chrijlian would not hearken

to any reafonable Propofals, and at laft de-

clared War againft him, for afTuming the

Title of Lord of Lapland -

} for building Forts

upon his North Frontiers, and granting them

Privileges to the Prejudice of Norway; and

for difturbins; the Commerce of the Baltick

Sea.

But Pujfendorf looks upon thefe Reafons

as invalid ; and fays,
£ The King of Sweden

1 had juft Reafon to declare War againft

* Denmark -, lince, contrary to all Jultice,

' Khz
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c King Chrijlian bore in his Arms the three

c Crowns, made Pretentions to the Caftle of

' Sonnebourg in the Ifle of Oefel, and raifed

c Taxes from the Laplanders
% who were un-

* der the Dominion of Sweden

;

' with many-

other A(fts of Injuftice.

This War exhaufted both Nations, drain-

ing them of their Treafure, which might

have been employed to Ufes far more bene*

ficial. UnnecerTary Wars are a dreadful

Curfe upon a Nation, and the Promoters of

them have a black and odious Catalogue of

Crimes to be purged from ; all the Defo-

lation and Calamities which happen in fuch

Wars, are to be laid at their Door.

King Charles did not live to finim the War -,

he died in 16 n, leaving the Crown to his

Son Gu/lavus Adolphus, between whom and

Chrijlian a Peace was concluded, by the Me-
diation of "England\ in January 1613. Cal-

7Jiar
y
Oeland, the Caftles of Kifby and Eifj-

bourg, with all their Dependencies, were re-

ftored to the Swedes, upon the Payment of a

E million
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million of Crowns. Now Gujiavus turned

his Thoughts more entirely upon Mufcovy -,

but, through Delay and Doubt, he loft a fine

Opportunity of fettling the Affairs of that

Country on a Footing very advantagious to

Sweden.

This War, with that of Poland, employed

him for fome Time ; notwithstanding which,

he did not neglect his domeftick Affairs, but,

as became a wife and good Prince, he en-

acted wholfome Laws, regulated the Finan-

ces, fettled feveral Points relating to Com-

merce, making the Good of his Subjects the

End of his Government, and laying to his

Country the Foundation not only of Hap-

pinefs during his Reign, but for Ages to

come, very different in this from many of his

Predeceffors, who only ftudied mean Shifts

to get over prefent Difficulties; which is al-

ways the Method of weak Princes. They
are not able to form great Projects, or extend

their Care to Pofterity
; their Souls are too

narrow -, all their Care is for the prefent Mi-

nute, and by blundering inconfiftent Mea-

fures,
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fures, they juft keep themfelves from finking,

and entail on Posterity Loads of Trouble and

Inconveniencies. Thus infamoufly do they

live to themfelves, and detrimentally to Man-

kind. But Adolphus had a nobler and higher

Genius ; he knew how to govern both in

Peace and War, and always had in View the

End for which he was made a King, that is,

the Benefit of the Society 5 a Consideration

that flips many Princes, who are foolifh

enough to imagine that Society is ordained

for them, inftead of their being inftituted for

Society.

After Variety of Battles, and many other

Incidents, the conftant Concomitants of War,

his Majefty concluded a Peace with Mufcovy,

and a long Truce with Poland, to his own

and Country's Glory and Advantage. And

now let us attend him in his great Scene of

Action, which was in Germany. His Mo-

tives for which, are in his Manifefto faid to

be, * £ The Publick Good, his own Safety,

* See Collection of Treaties &e.

E 2 ' and
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and the Preferation of his Friends, whom
he defired to put in the fame State and Li-

berty which they were in before that War,

and by the fame Means to fecure for the

future the Neighbourhood of the Baltick

Sea, and his own Kingdom of Sweden,

againft all Violence of Pirates and Robbers.'

n the fame Manifefto he likewife complains

that his Letters fen t to the Prince of Iran-

fyhania were intercepted -, and after they

were opened, faJfe GlofTes were put upon

them, to lead him with the Peoples Ha-

tred, and render him odious every where
;

that they were malicioufly published, and

the Courier who carried them was put in

Priibn, and treated as a Criminal, by open

and publick Violence, contrary to the Law
of ISations. Moreover, (fays the Mani-

fefto) the Enemies of the publick Quiet

hindered the Peace, which was then treat-

ing, from being concluded between his faid

Majefty and the King of Poland ; although

there was great Appearance of its being in

a fair Way to be brought to a Conclufion ;

infomuch that they practifed upon and cor-

* rupted
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rupted the chief Miniiters of the States of

Poland by Prefents and Artifices, with an

Intention ftill to continue and keep up that

War, until they had executed their Defigns

in the Empire ; by 7making the Polajiders

hope, that after they had fubdued the Pro-

teftant Party in Germany^ they would not

fail to aiTift them to invade and take Pof-

feffion of the Kingdom of Sweden. For

Confirmation of which Promife, and to ac-

quit themfelves of their Obligation by real

Effects, which tended only to animate the

Polanders, and weaken Sweden ; they for-

bid any Levies to be made in Germany for

Sweden j and on the contrary allowed the

Enemy to levy Soldiers openly, and to make

Ufe of all the Provifions they could draw

from thence. But perceiving, that notwith-

standing all their Prohibitions Soldiers flock-

ed from all the Countries of Germany into

the Service of the King of Sweden ; the

following Year 1627. ^Y difpatched the

Duke of Holface with a powerful Army, to

make Head againft. him in PruJJia, and

that under the Colours and Banners of the

< Em-
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* Emperor himfelf. Beiides this, they forbid

* the Merchants all Freedom of Trade and

1 Commerce, taking away all their JVI ., an-

' dizes, and even fuch whereof the Carriage

* had been paid in the Towns of Germany,

* and confiscated the Swedijh Ships on Pretext

c of eftablifliing a general Commerce in L»-

* beck for the Hanfe Towns.' It would be

tedious to tranferibe more of this Manifefto -,

therefore let this fuffice.

It was foon followed by Guflavus himfelf,

at the Head of his Army; and an Alliance

having been made with the Duke of Pomc-

ram'a, his Troops took PofTeilion of the

Towns of Stargard, Anklauc
i

Vkermonde

and JVolga/l ; after which, he defeated the

Imperialijh near Greiffcnhagen and Gratz,

and in a fhort Time turned them out of all

Lower Pomerania. He made an Alliance

with France, by which that Crown was to

pay him every Year 4000^0 Crowns by way

of Subfidy.

Gufiavus-'s
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Gujiavus*s Reputation being now very great,

the Emperor did not think his own Officers

fit to oppofe him ; and therefore gave the

Command in chief to Tilly the Bavarian,

who was an experienced, knowing, and for-

tunate General. He foon diftinguimed him-

felf, but committed a great Error in the Af-

fair of Leipjig, thereby caufing the Elector

of Saxony to embrace an Alliance with Swe-

den, which he till then refufed j but after that

Action they joined their Forces againfl the

Imperiali/ls , and, by the great Courage and

wife Conduct of his Majefty, and Bravery

of his Troops, Tilly was defeated in a Battle

near Leipjig, in which he loft above 70C0

Men ; the Saxcns loft above 3000, and the

Swedes 2000.

This Victory gave a great Turn to Affairs

in Germany y the Imperiali/ls became depreffed,

and the Proteftants elevated. Fickle Fortune

forfcok the Bavarians^ giving a Leffon to all

Generals not to be too confident of their good

Luck, but to keep themfelves prepared as well

for Adverfity as Profperity j for, as the La-

cedt monian
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ced \n Ambafiadors in Tbucydides fay,

W i do not think that War will lb far

follow, and no further, as one fhall pk.iib

more or lefs to take it in Hand ; but rather

ib far as Fortune fhall lead it. The King of

Swed l might certainly have improved this

Victory better than Ik- did, if he had marched

directly to the Kmpcror's hereditary Coun-

tries
;

inilcad of which, he went to //•<:;:-

cc [owever, he had no Reafon to com-

plain of his Fortune till the Battle of Lutz

which though favourable to his Army, was

fatal to himfclf, he being killed, and, as

Pujj'cndorf thinks, by the Treachery of the

Duke ot Saxe Lawenburg,

Thus was this wife and warlike Prince ta-

ken away in the midil of Victory, furrounded

with Glory and Honour: And, to his ever-

killing Fame be it remembered, that even

during the Confufon and Fury of War,

while a thoufand different Dangers required

his greatetl Attention, he attended to them,

and at the fame Time remembered, and took

Care of the domeftick Affairs of his Coun-

i try>
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try j knowing that Victories could not make

his People happy without proper Care was

taken of their Bufinefs at Home : hereby

teaching the Way, and leaving a noble Ex-

ample to all Princes how to govern in Time

of War.

How unlike to this generous Swede has

been the Conduct of many Kings fince his

Time ! who have, during a mod profound

Peace, let their Subjects be infulted by Fo-

reigners Abroad, and opprefTed by Courtiers

at Home j who have fcandaloufly feen, with

Indifference, their People degenerating to Po-

verty, Mifery and Diftreis

!

It is eafy to believe that the Death of Guf-

favus Adolphus caufed great Alterations in

Germany, However, the Swedes carried on

the War, trufting the Management thereof

to Chancellor Oxettftern, who was one of the

Regents during the Minority of Queen Chrif-

tina. Envy and Miftruft hindered the Allies

from acting fo vigoroufly as they might have

done j neither was the great Power of Qxen-

F ftern
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Jtern at all agreeable to them. NotwitMand-

ing thefe Obftacles, the Arms of Sweden

were at firft profperous, but their good Luck

changed for a While very fail. The Defeat

of the Swedes at Nordlingne, greatly changed

the Face of Affairs ; and many of the Pro-

teftants making feparate Peaces for themfelves,

promifed no Good to the Swedes, who had

alfo another Difficulty to manage in Relation

to Poland, with whom a Truce they had for-

merly made was near expired. In fhort, to

be able to manage with greater Eafe their

Affairs in Germany, they made a twenty-fix

Years Peace with the Poles, by yielding to

them Pruffia. After this, they in fomeMea-

fure retrieved their former Condition, tQ

which the Victory at Domitz greatly contri-

buted j and at length their ancient Glory

fhone with its wonted Luftre, by the good

Fortune of General Banter> who gained many

notable Victories, and in whom Prudence and

Bravery were united, as alfo in his Succeflbr

Torfienfin,

it
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It is certain, Sweden was very happy in her

Generals. They had great Capacity, and

great Inclinations to ferve their Country ; the

Amor Patrice prompted them to many noble

Exploits, and glorious Atchievements, to

enumerate which, is foreign to my prefent

Defign. Let it therefore fuffice to fay, that

after a long and tedious War, in the Event of

which all Europe was concerned ; after an

Ocean of Blood fpilt in many Encounters,

Battles and Sieges, which were carried on and

fought with various Succefs, a general Peace

was concluded in Wejtphalia in 1 648. I will

not enter into a Detail of the Particulars of

this Treaty of Munjier and Ofnabrug, but

cannot omit tranfcribing an Account of what

was ftipulated in Favour of Sweden. Befides

five millions of Rixdollars which were to be

paid for difbanding her Soldiery, the Emperor

and the Empire yielded to Queen Chriftina^

her Heirs and SuccelTors, 1. * All the hither

Pomerania, commonly called Vor Pomeren,

together with the Iile of Rugen, included in

* See Collection of Treaties, &c.

F 2 the
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the Limits wherein they were bounded under

the lafl Dukes of Pomcrania. Be fides, in

further Pomcrania the Towns of Stetin ,

Garlz, Dam, Gohmu and the Ifle of JVolin,

with the River Oder, and the Arm of the

Sea commonly called the Trifchchauff. Like-

wife the three Mouths of "Peine', Sivine and

D and the adjacent Land on both

Sides, beginning at the Royal Territory, and

reaching to the Baltick Sea, in fuch an Ex-

tent on the eaftern Bank, as mall be amicably

agreed betwixt the Royal and Electoral Com-

Biifiioners, who mall be named for the more

exadt Regulation of the Limits and the other

Particulars. Her Majefty, and the Kingdom

of Sweden, mall hold and polTefs them for

ever, with all their • Territories, &c. in the

fame Manner that the former Dukes of Po-

mcrania had porTefTed and governed them.

Her Royal Majetty, and the Kingdom of

Sweden% mall alio have for the future, for

ever, all the Right which the Dukes of hither

Pomcrania had in the Collation of the Dig-

nities and Prebendaries of the Chapter of

Camin, with Power to extinguish them, and

incor-
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incorporate them into the Ducal Domain

after the Death of the prefent Prebends:

But as to what of thefe belonged to the Dukes

of further Pomerania, that fhall remain to

the Elector of Brandenburg. The Male Line

of the Family of Brandenburg coming to fail,

all others, except Sweden, mall abftain from

taking the Titles and Arms of Pomerania ;

and then alfo the whole further Pomerania^

together with the hither Pomerania, and the

whole Bifhoprick, and entire Chapter of Ca-

min, together with all the Rights and De-

pendencies of the former PoffefTors that fhall

be united thereto, fhall for ever belong to

the Kings and Crown of Sweden only, who

in the mean Time fhall enjoy the Benefits of

an apparent Succeffion and fimultaneous In-

veftiture. The Emperor, with the Confent

of the whole Empire, yields alfo to the mofl

Serene Queen, and her Heirs and SuccefTors,

and to the Kingdom of Sweden, in perpetual

and immediate Fief of the Empire, the

Town and Port of Wifmar, with the Port of

Walfifch, as alfo the Bailliage of Poel, (ex-

cept the Villages of Schedorf, JVeidendorf
y

Bran-
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Brandenhufen and Waugerii) and that of New*

enchfter, with all their Rights and Appurte-

nances, in the fame Manner that the Dukes

of Mecklenburg have polferTed them to this

Day. The Emperor, with the Confent of

the whole Empire, likewife yields the Arch-

bifhoprick of Bremen, and Biflioprick of

Werden, with the Town and Bailliage of

Wiljhufen%
and the whole Right that did be-

long to the late Archbifhops of Bremen, over

the Chapter and Diocefe of Hamburg ; fay-

ing, however, to the Houfe of Holftein, as

well as to the City and Chapter of Hamburg

refpedtively , their Rights, Privileges, &c.

The Emperor and Empire do receive upon

Account of all the forefaid Provinces and

Fiefs, for an immediate State of the Empire,

the mofl Serene Queen and her SuccerTors to

the Crown of Sweden ; fo that the forefaid

Queen and the faid Kings ihall from hence-

forth be called to the Imperial Diets with

the other States of the Empire, under the

Title of Dukes of Bremen, Werden and P<?-

tnerania, as well as under that of Princes of

Rugen, and the Lords of Wijmar-, and there

(hail
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fhall be affigned them a Seat in the Imperial

AfTemblies in the College of Princes, &c.
Notwithstanding all thefe Advantages which
Sweden got, and the Honour and Glory of
reftoring and confirming the Privileges of the
States of the Empire and the Froteftant Re-
ligion; yet, as Puffendorf fays, < Some Peo-
' pie imagine the Swedes made this Peace too
'' haftily, and that they fold the Advantages
c they had gained at too low a Rate, and
« might have ftipulated more advantageous
E

Conditions, as well for themfelves as their
1

Allies, if they had continued the War for
: fome Time, inftead of being forced to per-
« mit themfelves to be ill dealt with after lay-
ing down their Arms/ For my Part, I

am of Opinion, with the fame Author, that
' Queen Chriftina had very ibong Motives
< to put an End to a War, the Events where-
' of are ufually very uncertain. For, Firft
' Holland had left the Allies, and made Peace
4 with *». ^ Troubles began to break
< out in France

; f that Sweden ran the Riik
* of bearing the whole Burden of the War.
!
And again, had the Swedes loft but one

x
c
general
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< o-eneral Battle, which was ever the Aim of

c the lmperialijts, they would at one Stroke

c have loft the Fruit of fo many Toils, and

« fo much Time. Befides, the States of Ger-

' mam were weary of War, and might have

* taken fome defperate Refolutions, had they

« deferred the Peace too long ; to which may

« be added, that the German Soldiers, who*

« made the greateft Fart of the SwediJJj Army,

« were fo tired out, that they had very little

< Fear or Regard to their Officers. In fine,

4 Queen Chriftina was willing to live at Reft,

c an(j could not any longer endure that her 1

c Eftate fhould depend upon the uncertain

* Succefs of War, or the Humours of other

« People.' But if thefe Reafons do not fa-'

tisfy thofe who think the Advantages Sweden

got in this War entituled them to more pro-

fitable Terms s
how muft they blame a Mi-

niftry, who, after a long and continued Series

of Succefs ; who, after the Enemy was redu-

ced to the lowed: Condition, yielded to the

fame depreffed Enemy Articles as honourable

and beneficial as he could have defired had he-

been Conqueror, yielded the very Points

\ which



(4i )

which were the chief Caufe of the War!
How, I fay, muft thofe who blame the Swedes

for agreeing to the Terms of the Wefiphdian

Treaty, condemn the Englifi for agreeing to

the Terms of the Treaty of Utrecht ! and
other Treaties which they have made fince

that Time! It is generally known, that Queen
Chriftina being diflatisfied with her Subjecls,

and a fincere Roman Catholick, refigned her

worldly Crown, in order to prepare herfelf

for a heavenly one. She was a Princefs en-
dowed with many excellent Qualities, was
very learned, alfo witty ; and, what is not al-

ways a Confequence of either Learning or

Wit, (he was very judicious; though perhaps
fome may think, that to refign a Crown vo-
luntarily is not a great Sign of Judgment.

Her Coufin, Charles Gufiavus, Count Pa-
latine, fucceeded to the Throne. He was a
brave Prince, and always had Subject enough
on which to exercife both his Wifdom and
Courage. He was in continual Aclion du-
ring his whole Reign. Poland fell under his
conquering Sword; the Progrefs he made in

GK
fub-
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fubduing this Country, was furprizing, and

gave Umbrage to feveral States, that were jea-

lous of his great Succefs. Denmark declared

War againil him, but paid dearly for the

fame j and had not the Dutch refcued Copen-

hagen, after a fharp Engagement with the

Swedifi Fleet, the whole Country would

have been at the Mercy of King Charles.

This brave Prince, in the midft. of his Ca-

reer and Preparations, was, in the Year 1660,

feized by Death, from whom, neither Wif-

dom, Wealth or Power, can preferve us.

To him we muft all bow; and happy are

both Prince and Peafant who are ready to

pay this unavoidable Homage.

Charles placed his Greatnefs in being bene-

ficial to his Country. And here it will not

be amifs to obferve, that the greateft Princes

have been thofe who have moft confulted

their Subjects Intereft, and fquared their Go-

vernment by Law. To fuch Princes a free

People are ready to part with any Thing, be-

lieving that what they give will be employed

to their own Advantage. Therefore the beit

1 Way
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Way that a Prince can take to be truly great,

is to be good ; that is, to make the Publick

Good the End of his Government : Such an

one cannot fail of having the Applaufe of all

good Men.

Charles XI. being a Minor of five Years old,

the Regents did not care to carry on the

War ; therefore they concluded the Peace of

Oliva, and compofed their Differences with

Holland and Mufcovy. This Peace did not

procure long Reft to the Swedes, who became

foon engaged in War again ; which, however,

at laft ended to their Advantage. Charles him-

felf defeated the Danes at Hahnjladt, at Lund

and at Landjkroon, and that within the Space

of a Year and a Day. Thefe SuccerTes pro-

duced to Sweden an honourable Peace, and

the King, to fecure Affairs on a firm Foot-

ing, married the Prince fs Royal of Denmark.

After this, he applied himfelf to the Arts of

Peace,but neverthelefs kept prepared for War.

Among other A<fts, he reftored to the Crown

fuch Lands as his PredecefTors had difunited

from it, we may eafily believe to the great

G 2 Dif-
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DirTatisfaction of the then PofTefibrs. His

Views were very extenfive, and he would,

probably, have rendered his Country both

rich and powerful, had he lived any confi-

derable Time' longer j but Death took him

away in the Prime of his Age. He had

three Children ; i . Hedwig Sophia, who was

married to the Duke of Holjlein. 2. Charles

XII. who fucceeded him. 3. Ulrica Eleo-

nora, the gggfiS Queen of Sweden.

Charles, after a Life fpent in continual

War, was fhot, in 171 8, before FredrikJhalL

His Sifter, Ulrica Ekonora, fucceeded him,

and Liberty fucceeded with her. This Prin-

cefs chearfully agreed to abolifli abfolute

Power, chufmg rather to govern Freemen

than Slaves ; and having with the Diet fet-

tled the Government on a proper Footing,

with Confent of the States fhe refigned to

her Confort Frederick, then hereditary Prince

of Hejfe Cajjel, who agreeing to the Inftru-

ment of Government eflablifhed by the faid

States, was crowned King, in April 1720.

After
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After fo long a Series of Wars as Sweden

had been engaged in, it could not but be

drained of Money, and, in fome Meafure,

exhaufted of its People. Its Enemies got

the better in their Negotiations, and at lafl

left it in a low Condition j but by a prudent

Adminiftration of the Finances, by encou*

raging Induftry and Manufactures, by whol-

fome Laws, and good Policy,is now wonder-

fully recovered.

It might not be amifs, before I conclude,

to prefent the Reader with a View of the

Extent, Soil, Produce, Policy, Religion, In-

terefts, Trade, &c. of the Nation on whofe

Hiftory are made the foregoing Obfervations
$

but it does not feem a very proper Time to

the Author to treat on thefe Subjects. He

therefore follows the Advice of Solomon
,

and refers himfelf to a proper Seafon. * To
' every Thing there is a Seafon, and a Time
' to every Purpofe under the Heaven.'

FINIS.
















