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The True

NOT
O F

Government^ ccc.

The Introducti on.

—^H(? Difco'very of our lafe Popifh,Plot

bath been (" though in its onm par-

ticular jignaland good^ yet j) jiot un-

lih^ fome bad Fhyftt\^ n-ihich raifes

more Humonrs than it can carry away ; and tho

perhaps working off' that for which it wa$ inten-

ded
,
yet leagues the reji in an unhappy fermenta-

tion. The Common People had their eafie (^ and

it may be now not altogether panichand nnnecejfa-

ry ^ Fears magnified to prodigio^/s feahnjies \

The Great ones feentd to be at a fland ^ hardly

A 2 ' h^iowing



CO
l^iompig ivhich wjy to fleer '-^ fome indeed of the

77j}dd!e fort rvould pretefid to be the ouely Fhyfi-

cians for thefe Epidemic Maladies, But the Gen-

tlemen were fvnervhat too eager in their Prepara-

tions^ too hot and fcry \ and their Applications

to the Feet^
j^'PP^'fi^^^

^^^^ Diftemper would fly

v.p fotrards the Head^ ivere hafly^ defperate^ and

dangerous.^ This temper of Body could ?wt but

make the face of things looh^ ill to all beholders.

I (who am but ^ Toung man ) though notfo 've-

ry timorous of Affairs^ yet could not but have^

when e-very one elfe had^ fome more than ordinary

apprehenflons. The Noifes were highj and the

Bluflerings great , which could not but at leafl

jeem to be the gathering of fome greater Storm :

In the appreJxnfwtis of which^ I could not but

judge it prudence to provide for fljelter
, fuppo-

fing the blacky and pregnant Clouds fljould pour

down their Tempefls in fwwers as great as were

threatned. To fly I thought mean , a?id indeed

below a Gentleman : To flay at home Neuter^

though fometimes prudent
,
yet would now be not

onely pitiful^ but difficult. My onely refuge then I

fuppofed would be^ by adhering floutly to one fide

or other in a ynanly refolution. Which that 1

might do flxedly^ a?id without waz/ering^ Ipur-

pofed with a fober and deliberate enquiry to looh^

inte



irjto the great Co7itro<verftc^ and baz>ing found the

jftjieji fide^ there to fix or fall for ez'er. I went

about it prefently , onely ftaid to foUoiv the Philo-

fophers ad-vice to his Novices^ of layi?ig ajide all

Prejudices. My circnmflaftces are notfuch^a^s that

they Jljould gi've me many '-, wherefore with fome

eafe^ flripping iny felf of all the prejudices ofO^
pinion^ Perfwafion^ and the mighty h?terejl^ I fet

about fearchingi?2to the truth of things^ withfome

hopes of finding the ineftimable Jewel. My de-

fign is to h^ow The true Notion of Govern-

ment, ( which hath of late made fo great dijiur-

hances in the worldj) \ which that I may do^I con-

fider thefe things : i. The Original of Govern^-

ment. 2.' The feveral Forms of Government.

And 5. The Obligations betwixt Governours

and Governed.

Thi
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The Original of government.

FIrft, for the Original of Government , I

fhall not trouble my felf or others with

a Philafophical enquiry into the ftate of Na-
ture, whether it was Love, Convenience, or

feai', that firft brought men into Society and

•Communion. We muft raife our thoughts

fomewhat higher, to find out the great Truth.

Which if wc do, we Hiall find God himfelf

-the fole Creator (as of all things ehe, fo) both

of Society and Government. God made Man
at firft indeed but one \ who when he was but

one, yet received from God the beft and one-

ly manner of Civil Regiment, in that Confti-

tution and Ordinance whereby he ordained

Man (hould propagate and multiply, inverting

fome with a natural Right and Dominion, o-

ver others j as the Man over the Woman, and

Parents over Children ; from whence it is rea-

dy and eafie to approach to a Communion, and

that with a Subordination. This Affertion

feems to me reafonable from the neceflity of

the thing , and the wifdom of God himfelf.

To what purpofe was Man created, and en-

dowed
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dowed with Principle, of Self-prefervation if

he mufi: al\va)'s live alone, whereby indeed he

could not be naturally long prefcrvcd ? But

to what piirpofe hath he company, oris joy n'd'*

in Society with others , if without a Supreami

Ruler, where every one mufi: be their own
Governour ? For by thofe means his Self-pre-

fervation would be as equally deftroyed , as if

he had lived alone. The continual Jars and

perpetual Animol7ties which muft neccffarily

arife amons^ men of different Minde?^ would

quickly have brought the beautiful Frame of

the new-created World into a Chaos as difmal

as the dark Confufion it but now came out

from. Wlierefore the Divine Providence in-

ftill'd into man, together with his Nature, an

Inclination to Society, the onely help proper

for his dei7pncd end ; and at the fame time or-

daincd a Supremacy and Government , the

onely way proper for the prefervation of Soci-

ety. From whence it is plain to me, that God
himfelt is the prime Author of Government,
and fole Inftitutor of Governours ( as fhall far-

ther appear in the Forms of Government ). I

cannot then but wonder how it comes in mens
Minds to affirm that the grofler Body of the

People did firft of all agree upon and confti-

tutc



in
tute their Ruler ; and from thence gather,that

it is in the power of the People to make and

unmake Princes as they pleafe ^ and being it

is fomewhere faid, Te are Gods ^ they will be lure

in this cafe to chalienc;e the Prerogative, and

difpofe of Crowns and Scepters, fct up, and

pulldown Kings, as if they were all Almigh-

ties ; which furely is the way , not onely to

confound themfelvcs and others, but to invert

the whole Order of Nature j which though it

be as ftrange as unnatural, yet is not more un-

natural than is commonly maintain'd and pra-

ftifed. Wherefore I (hall take care fo to con-

fute it, that my own Brefi: ( I wifli too that of

others ) may never harbour fo foul a Monftcr.

But that we may do thefe pretenders to fo much
Right, Juftice, let us hear their Plea, and how
their bold and daring Advocates can maintain

their Caufe. They fay they are made by God
and Nature free-born Denizons of the World,

and can be fubjefl: to none without a voluntary

refignation of their Freedom ^ but which yet

cannot be fo refign'd, but it may be revoked by

them when they pleafe. All which to me
feems extreamly falfe, upon thefe accounts:

That if there be any fuch natural Freedom,

it muft be either partial, and but given to fome,

or
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or total and given to all Mankind : Now which

of thefe focvcr they grant, it will be manifeft

there is no fuch freedom ^ For if it be but par-

tial, it altogether deftroys their Caufe , for

whatfoever we have by Nature ( efpecially in

fuch a cafe as this ) we have in common, and

without exception of the thing it felf, though

perhaps with fome difference in the Degrees

and Meafures , fo that to fay there is fuch a

partial Freedom , opens a way to prove that

there is no fuch Freedom at all. But if it be

granted to be Total, then they take away all

manner of Subjeftion, even that of Children

to Parents. But to make way for this great

Prerogative, they will fuppofe that men once

were all equally of years of Difcretion, and fo

equally free ^ which though it be moft uncer-

tain and unreafonable to fuppofe, yet fliall for

a while be fuppofed, and the confcqucnce too,

that men were once all equally free ^ which

will be affoon confuted as fuppofed : For fup-

pofing this Liberty to be fo univerfal and natu-

ral, it muft be as all other of Natures Inftitu-

tions, immutable, and not to be changed by hu-

mane advices. I would fain know then upon

what Authority they difpofed of this Freedom

to any other ? Who gave them leave to make

B fuch
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fiich a breach of the Law of Nature as this

miifl; be, that is, to part with their Birth-right

which God hath given them,together with their

Lives ? And furely it can be no lefs a crime

to embezle this than to difpofe of ones Life,

or mine one part at ones own pleafure. But

they have an Anfwer ready, that they do not

abfolutcly part with this their fo natural Right,

but commit onely the Adminiftration of fuch

Power as is radically in them to others, it be-

ins; neither convenient or podible but that it

fiiould be fo. But yet they retain to them-

felves fo much of this Right ^ as upon the

Male-adminiflration of the Power fo delega-

ted, they may revoke the Delegation, and take

all the Power into their own hands again , but

what is this, but mofl: notorioufly to traduce

the Divine Providence ? and to make the all-

wife God aft below the Principles of humane

Wifdom ? For would any man conftitute

fuch a Law which it is impofllble to keep, but

mufl: necedarily be broke alToon as made ? Shall

then Wifdom it felf commit fuch a grofs cr-

rour, as to make fuch a Sanftion to fuch ends

and purpofcs which it can never attain ? Such

an one is Supream Power naturally placed in

the People, which, according to them, is fo

placed



placed by God ; but yet muft immediately be

delivered over by them to a more capable vSub-

jed". Wherefore to reconcile the egregious

abfurdity of altering what Cod liath oidained,

and the neceflky of having power otherwifc

pofitedthan in the People, it muft be granted

that there never was any fuch power in the Peo-

ple at all ^ but that they have it derived to them

from another Power originally. And this may
ferve to confute the right of Revocation

i for

if they have no power to transfer, they have

none to take away : For who can juftly take

away what he hath no power to give ? Thus
abfurd are thefe mens Opinions ; Thus abfurd

muft be their confequent Aftions. But being

they are the fond Sentiments of many , and

darling crimes are hardly left, I fliall farther re-

prefent the thing in all its colours, and fhew it

is not only abfurd, but facrilegious and ridicu-

lous, impoffible to be done, and moft pernici-

ous to the right governing of Kingdoms if at-

tempted. That it is Sacrilegious, is evident from

what hath been already faid. That God himfelf

is the fole Conftitutor ofGovernment and Go-
vernours. For can the People challenge that to

be their right which is God's peculiar, without

an aft of the greateft impiety ? and what can it

B 2 be



be better than Sacriledge at the the creation of

Princes, to mutilate that power which God hath

given to fiiprcam Rulers ? to pare and pill the

Supremacy like unjull: Guardians by Conditions

of their own making, as if they were not Kings,

or not to be fo, till they had moulded them in-

to Ma)cfty, and breath'd into them the Spirit of

Ruling ') whereas all the people can then pre-

tend to it under God to apply the pcrfon to the

place of Governing. Surely then it cannot be

but hugely ridiculous for them to pretend to a-

ny thing elfe ^ for it is a fober and found Ma-
xlme, That no one can create agreater than himfelf.

But they will reply , That though one can-

not, yet many may, which I will grant where

their Suppofition is true ; but that many in fuch

cafes as thefe have more power than one I whol-

ly deny, it being ridiculous to fuppofe that thofe

whofe only place it is to ferve,(hould more than

command, it being a very true faying,T6^^ it is

more to make a King than to be one. But they

would take offall this by fuppofing a total fai-

lure in the Succeffion, which they enforce by an

illuftrating Similitude , That as the Lord of a

Mannor re-afliiming the Eftate of a Tenant,

whofe legal Heirs are unknown to him, doth ar-

gue, that the Eftate firft of all proceeded from

him,



him ; for the right of a People to condhute a

Prince over them upon a total celiacion of law-

ful pretenders, doth imply an original Right in

the People of fomiding their Rulers ^ but this

furely infers no fuch thing : for it is not Choice

but Power that makes Princes , which Power

mufl: be receiv*d from God theonely Author of

itj who being (to anfwer their Similitude) the

true and proper Lord of the Maanor, this Do-
minion is devolv'd on him ^ and therefore the

Prophets, in cafe offailure in SucceiIion,receiv'd

from him altogether whom they iliould anoint,

and the People at beft are but Cod's Stevv'ards

in admitting a new Adminiftrator of Kingly

Power. But the ridiculoufnefs of this Opinion

will farther appear, if we confider the impodi-

bility of its performance ^ for how is it pofii-

ble, for the infinite variety of Humours and:

Minds of the Multitude, to agree in an unani*

mous confent in choice of a Ruler ? Nor indeed

did they ever agree in the election of any one?

Government or Governour. Now they are foF

a Parliament , and that muft be a long one :

Then for an Araiy , and that mull: be a great

one : and then again for a Parliament, but that

a Rump one. And then, forfooth, they muft

have fome Godly man to reign over them, till

at



at laft , wearied with their excentrical and ir-

regular choices , they begin to move in their

own Sphear regularly, and turn to the good,

the only way which they but now pull'd down,
but God hath fet up for ever. By this we may
fee (what Experience hath flie wed to all) how
pernicious thefe Opinions of the peoples ha-

ving a right to Conftitute their Ruler are to

all Civil Governments. For where it is once

infufed into peoples minds ( and how many
are to infufe^how many ready to imbibe the poi-

fonous infufion ! ) that Power is radically and

revokably in them , there can never be any

Peace or Unity, nothing but Tumult and Con-
fufion. This Opinion is, like Pandoras Box,

full of all manner of Evils, which being open-

ed difperfes its Contagions to all Conditions of

men 5 The Church is afflifted, and her Priefts

flain ; The Supream Power driven from his

Throne, and the Bloud of his Nobles ( and it

may be his own ) mixed with common Dufl: t

The Laws are afhamed, the Judges decreeing

Judgment according to Avarice and Fear ; The
whole Government perverted and confounded,

and the Kingdom overthrown and ruio^.

Of
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Of the Forms of Civil (joyernment.

THefe great imaginations of the People,

that Governoiirs are To much at their

difpofe, are heightned to a belief that Govern-

ment is fo too, that with the one they can pull

down the other , and Metamorphofe States

into what lliapes they pleafe. Monarchy they

hate , 'tis as loathfomc to them as Phyfick-

potions to Children , being the ftrength of

its Power can purge away the ill-aflefl:ed hu-

mours , and keep low and in fubjeflion the

unruly Heats of diftempered Bloud. 'Tis, they

cry, too near Arbitrarinefs for Free-born Sub-

jefts, and can prefently mount into Tyranny :

Wherefore upon the leaft commotion and di-

fturbance ( which an hundred to one but

themfelves have made ) they muft prefently

to the Royal Palace, and pull down the fup-

pofed Tyrant , and it may be the Palace to^

for being the Habitation of their King , and
they muft immediately be platform 'd into their

beloved Commonwealth , where every one
may have at leafc a Finger in the Government,
where every one may be a Governour , and
yet all Subjed-s. Thefc



Thefe things they pretend to juftific, by tel-

hng us , that though Government in general

might be inftituted by Divine Authority
, yet

the particular Sorts and Kinds were left by the

All-vi'ife Providence, to the Dilcretion of thefe

fo very wife men. But I would know of

them, to what mens dilcretion this great Pre-

rogative was given ? If to all, I have fliewed

already the great Inconvcniencies of fuch a

Propofition , for all or the major part have

not the Difcretion or Wifdom for fuch a

Choice, and few or many chufing doth mani-

feft Injufcice to the reft. All being free as well

as Some. But then moreover it is contrary

to God's Order or Method of Creation j which

is, firft to make Particulars, and from the Be-

ings of Individuals to occafion the general na-

ture of the thing to arife by a neceffary con-

fequence \ as he firft made Adam^ and fo mans

Nature was made , he firft made Sun and

Moon , and upon that followed that he made
great Lights ; and fo he proceeds in his Mo-
ral and Civil Inftitutions : For how could he,

according to humane Apprehenfions , make
Government before he had conftituted ibme

Governour to admin ifter it ? he muft firft or-

dain fome one Government in particular be-

fore



fore he could be faid to be the Author of Go-
vernment. But this will not flop the Mouths
of the many-headed Bcafl, they will flill be

Barking and Shewing their Teeth , and great

wiliingnefs to Bite '-, but if not, otherwife will

rail the Monarch from his Throne , or Peti-

tion him, and humbly de(7re him to lay down
his Scepter, to eafe himfelf of the great trou-

ble he takes in ruling them j whereas they

had rather , and could do it themfelves better

than his mofl Serene Majeflv- What would
be the difmal confecjuences of fuch wicked

Opinions as thefe few can prognoflicate } but

we may guefs at the evils by the Intentions of

this courteous and defiring Multitude , which

is by former Example apparent, and by prelent

PraLlife to be fear'd, no le(s than the breaking

the Throne in pieces , and dividing to each a

ihare, and then fancying themfelves to be the

v^aints of the Earth , and fo to have Authority

from God to pearch upon the pieces of the di-

vided Throne , 2nd there fct with Apoftolick

Juiiidifrion judging the Tribes of our ifrad.

Thefe things I do not love lb much as :o think

of, but only to root in my mind the quite con-

trary opinions, and learn not only the unlaw-

fulnefs of fuch intents , but the abfurdity of

C them
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theln 5 which 1 fhall do by a ftioft coiiiparilbn

of the fundamental Jiifirice of the fcveral forts

of Government which have been in the world.

And firft for the darling Whelp of the Beaft

iJemocracy ; which, be it never fo well lick'd,

I fear, will prove but an ugly Monfter. It is

in the proper and genuine Notion ofthe thing a

comprehenfion of the people generally without

exception ofany \ but according to the affertors

of ic (who can alter any thing as they pleafe)

the meaning of it is, that many of the Inferi-

bur and Ignobler fort of people are taken into

the numerous Counfel, and Court ofJudicature,

adminiftring the Publick. By this are people

doubly choufed ^ firft, by being made believe

that they have a right in the Government, and

then by being forced to be content to ufe it on-

ly figuratively, and by a large Synecdock alone

to have any fhare in what they fo mudi pre-

tend to , which in the end will prove to be

none at all, and Democracy come at length td^

i3e nothing but a great contradition. Bat they

will fay for themfelves, ic cannot be othcrwife

but that fome muft be fubjefi:^ tliat there wwA
be fome fuperiour Power to bring things into'

fettlement and Order : All which I do readily,^

grant, and from thence gather, that Democra-

cy
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cy is ill its genuine fenfe a thing impofllble, in

their own ridiculous. The unfortunate and

fatal pretences of the Creedafi ditid K^;;;j« peo-

ple to raife themfclves to have a fliare in the

Government are manifeft tcftimonies of the

Confequcnccs of fuch attempts , who havmg
no foundation ofhumane or divine right^quick-

•ly fell DeftruSion and Ruine, like the Dra-

gon's Teeth which Cadmus fowed , they are

from their very birth at war one with ano-

ther, and can never agree till they have with

their Bloud manur'd that Ground, and are re-

fownin thofe Furrows they but now came out

from. Neither will Ariftocracy find itfelf to

be built upon any more Right, ( or aft^y o-

thjer fort of Commonwealth) thougjh t\^ flou-

riiliing of fome States thus governed may giVe

a fliew of more reafon. For either thefe per-

fons thus Ruling obtain their Authoiity by
their powerful Ufurpations over the People,

who are by nature, and ought to be continued
ft ill, as free as thcmfcfvcs, and fo their Autho-
rity isuniuft ; or eke they receive it from the

People delivering up their Right into their

hands and confiituting them their Rulers ^ but
whilf} the People have(as I have already fliew'd)

no fuch power to give, or if they had, could

C 2 not.



nor, or ought not, to part with it, this their Au-

thority mufl: alfo be unjuft and unnaturah Nei-

ther can thcfe Forms be to themfelves fafe ^ for

ifthcPcopIe can make they can too unmake both

Government and Governours , being they can

rccal that they do but lend upon Conditions,

whenfoever thofe Conditions tail j wherefore

\vc muft feekfome better Government and fet-

led upon more unalterable Foundations. Which
we liiall find Monarchical Government to be,

if we rightly confider its true Conftitutions*

That God is the Author of fome particular fort

of Government muft be granted by them who
acknowledge him to be Author of Government

at all 5 if of any, that he muft be the Author

of a Government lawfully unalterable, is plain

from the end of all Government, Peace, and

Unity : for if it was left to the People to alter

Government as they plea fed upon Inconveni-

encies that mighc happen, every Difcontent

Vv'ould ftrait be bufie in inventing new Models,

or atleaft fancy one, fo they might be but fin-

gering the old , and State-making might turn

to be a Trade among them , and alter as Fa-

fliions according to the fancy of the Inventor.

But Providence, if we would know it, hath bet-

ter provided for our peace by conftituting one

par-
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particular Form of Government above the rcfl:.

And if we can find any one particular Form of

which he hath given any inftanccs and intimati-

ons of his choice ^ and nothing can be brought

to maintain any of the other Forms proceeding

from him in a dircft fpccial manner, then may
that Form ofGovernment, and that onely chal-

lenge the prcheminencc. That Monarchy bears

thefe Characters of its divine Infticion may ap-

pear to every unprejudiced mind that confiders,

firft, that the Original of Government ( which

I hope is by this time granted to be from GodJ
was • Monarchical : The Paternal Regiment
beincj Co , the Re2[al and Paternal differing

only as Magls and Minus , which one would
fuppofe to be proof enough that Govern-

ment in its firft Origine was Monarchical ^ but

they fay there is a greater difference than fo

betwixt them ^ for the Paternal Regiment
was purely Natural ; but the Regal of Civil

Inftitution : that indeed confiituted by God
whilft the World was fcarce of People, but

this by confent of the People altogether, the

beginning of it being to be afcribed to humane
reafon and neceility : For when Men and Im-

piety began to multiply , Ambition and Ava-
rice, Injuftice, and Robbery incrcafed too;ether

with



the World, tlic foft and gentle bands of Pater-

nal perlwafions were too weak to oblige Man-
kind from their inclinations to evil, altogethier

incftcflual to reftrain tlie habit , (o that to

prevent the Inundation ot a flowing confuiion,

neceffity taught all to underfrand,that they muft

by a general Obedience fiibmit thenafelves to

Order and Dominion, fuppoilng that a tolera-

ble Bondage would be far better tlian the Li-

centious Dilorder.

From this Neceffity, fay they , arofe the

beginning of Civil Government , from which

it is plain that people chole then, and may
do ftill , what Government they pleafe. But

furelv though thefe Premifes be feemingly true,

their Conclullons are drawn up falfe : ,For

though ( CO fpeak humanely ) the beginning

of Empire may be aleribcd to Reafon and

Neceffity ^ yet it was God that kindled

this Light in the Minds of • merii, they fa

w

they could not be prcfcrved without a Ruler

and Conduftor : God himfelf having by his

Eternal Providerxe ordained Kiiigs , and that

in the inftitution of Paternal Authority :

For though the Supremacy of k% JurifdiSion

was deminiilied by the overgrown Dlfobedi-

cnce of the encreafing World, yet was it

not



not altogether abrogated , for from it fpriing

Kingly Power, and as it were from the Ty-
pical Idaea of Family, and oeconomical Go-
vernment proceeded the Form of Kingly Re-

giment ,• The one , being the Father of his

Family , the other , of his Country. One
the indulgent Proteclor of his Children, the

other of his Subjefis j they both having Mo-
narchical Jurildidion over both. Moreover,

the Law of Nature having thus written in

Miens Mindes , and inclined them to this fort

of Government onely does not a little prove

the hand of God in its InAitution, that beinp-

always accounted as an Inflitution ofGod and

•Nature , which all the World have withoot

mutual Combination confcnted to praftife,

which that they did, is evident from all Hi/lory.

And it is no fmall argument for Monarchy,

that at this day, in the latter difcoveries of

Countries, there ihould be found no other Gov
•vernment but Monarchical, and that alnioft

'Paternal being extended to a very few per-

ions ; and thouc^h there be found in thefc We-
ftern parts fome Commonwealths , yet they

are found onely here , and they fo few, that

they are of no force to cvalidate the Divine

InAitution of the other, they having nothing

but humane policy for their Foundation, and

no
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no more of God's than of a common hand in

their Inftitution, whereby evil as well as good

arifcs up in the World, they having moH: com-

monly by Gods permiil^on arofc by way of

Rebellion and Defteftion from their lawful

Soveraign as a puniHimcnt to their Offences,

and chaftifement tor their own Iniquities.

But if mens confent will not fatisHc their

curiol7tv, the meet inanimate Creature will tell

us that Nature inftituted among; them a Mo-
narchica! Power even in their Regiment: For

in the llmple and imperfccl Gorvernment

which w^c finde among them, there is a reafo-

j^able account oi: its being fo. But if wecon-

fider the State which God made more imme-

diately his Peculiar, iuiely the thing will be fo

evident that it mufi: be granted. For what was

the Patriarchal Government of the Children of

Ifrael hut (purely) j>aternal]y Monarchical ? In

j£gypt thf^y were under no other Government

that we read of, than that ofthc E'^\'ptian Kings.

From the rime oi their going out oi Egypt to

their more particular inauguration of their

Kings, rhouoh their Goverrmenr hath feem'd to

be only Republican,yct we (liall find that Mofes^

JofJma^ Vvirh the Judges were all in their kind

Monarchs , and io in all the progreis of their

State
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ftatc we lliall never finde the Civil Regi-
ment of the Jews to be otherwise

3 which
one would fuppofe to be enough to re-
commend the Government oi one above
that of many. As for Eledlive Govern-
ments and fuch-hke, we may draw a Con-
fequence from what hath been already
faid

5
But as for thofe Monarchies which

are Mixed and Temperated
, (it being no

Contradiftion to call them fo) muchniight
be faid

: But it will fuffice my Enquiry to
fay. That great is their Happmefs, who
live under fuch Government

5 But as great
IS their Unhappinefs, who not rightly un-
derftand this their good Fortune. And
tliey would in my mind do well to con-
fider thofe great Pnviledges, they fo much
boalt of and ftand upon, were at firft the
bountiful Donations of their Princes, gran-
ted to their Subjedls upon extraordtnary
Occarions3 Which diough bj length of
Time and continued Cuftome are grown
into Eftabhihed Laws

5 yet furely cannot
pretend to that Right or Priviledge, which
IS due to the Kingly Prerogative : and
irinces may be Princes without them ; but
they can be no Governors without their

D Princes,
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Princes, who may aft without any bodies

faying, What doeft Thou ? But,

The Obligations betwixt Governors and

Qoveryied^

Moft People will be ready to fay, what!

may Princes then Reign without controul?

are they fo Sovereign that they may do

what they lift without any Stop to be put

to their Wills when grown Extravagant&
Unjuft ? This is the great Queftion. This is

that which fo much works in the heads of

bufie bodies,and froths up in the Minds of

the vain Multitude. The Queftion is in-

deed great, but may be anfwered without

any great Difficulty; for that there is a

mutual Obligation of Obedience betwixt

Soveraign and Subjcd: , is fo undeniably

true, that Kings themfelves will grant it as

well as the People : But that there is a vaft

difference betwixt the Obligations of Prin-

ces and that of the People, muft be granted

by the People, as well as Princes. That

the m.oft Abfolute Prince is fubjecl to the

Laws of God, his own Confcience,and the

Rules of common Juftice,none Y\nll deny.

But that he moft pettyMonarch can forfeit

to any of his Subjects his Authority, upon
brcvich



breach of thofe Obligations , though it

hath frequently beenjpradtis'd, yet ought

by no means to be aficrted : For as it doth

not at all follow , that becaufe Princes are

not fubjed to their Subjeds, therefore

they are free from all Subjecflion 3 So nei-

ther doth it by any means follow, that be-

caufe they are not free from all Subje-

(ftion, therefore they are fubjed: to their

Subjects. For Princes are tied and cir-

cumfcribed in the exercife of their Power
by Laws

5
yet it is not to be underftood'.

that they are fo reftrained by the Efficient •

and Compulfive part of them, but by the

Exemplary only. For all Laws contain

in them two fpecial Caufalitics 3 the one
Efficient and Compulfive, whereby a Civil

Penalty being denounced, and impending
over the Head of the Infringers thereof5

they are liable to lofs either of outward^
Goods, or Life itfelf, according to the Me-
rit- of the Offence. The other Caufility is

Exemplary , whereby a Form and Rule is^

prefcribed, diredting thofe tliat are guided
thereby, to the obfervation of Juftice and
Equity^as well to Publick as Private Good

5

aad to this- Kings are no lefs bound than
D 2 their
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Subjects 3 thev ought to obferve entirely

and rcligiouily thcfe found and profitable

Laws , and that upon pain of Gods Dif-

pkafure 3 But furely it cannot confift with

the Laws of God , of natural Jutlice, or

Nations to inflicl Punifhments on Princes

Sovereign : Not but that the Breach of

Laws, Murder, unjuil Spoils, isrc. are as

great , or greater Crimes m them than o-

thers; But becaufe there can be no juft

Execution of Punilliment upon them. For

all Penalties muft be juftly inflid:cd,or elfe

they are mere Injuftice , though the Per-

fons upon whom they are inflicted never

fo much deferve them. Now there is none

can execute anv Malefaftor without Au-

thority from the Supreme Power of the

Sword 3 and there can be butone Iproper

fubjecl of this Power, (at leaft in Monar-
chical Governments ). Who then can with

any pretence cf Juiiice or Legality execute

any Penal Laws againfl: his Prince ? Who
can Authorife them for fuch an Attempt ^

Or give them power even to think ? I won-
der then at the preufinprion of thofe who
dare lift up the leaft of their Fingers a-

gainft their Soveraign , though but to

the
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dhe felling of one Hair from his Head.

But though, this hz fo great, fo iieccfTa-

rj , and fo convincing a Trutli , Yet the

Multitude will find a way to flip the yoak
oflp their own Necks, and put it upon
that of their Leaders ^ they will fay, Princes

were made for them , and may too be
made by them, but yet they'll bear fuch

Reverence to their King, that they'll main-

tain Him and his Honours,whilft he main-
tains them and their Priviledges : but it is

unreafonable to fuppofc they fhould do it

anylonger,that theylhould tamely laydown
their Necks , and let him tread and infuk

over them , is no Duty of Subjects. In

fhcrt, they will be obedient to his Rule,

while he is fo to their Humours , which
are very apt to rife upon the fufpition of
the growth of Tyranny , or Alteration m
Religion ^ either of which they aiTert , is

an account warrantable enough to juftific

the greateft Sedition: But whether it be fo

or no, let us examine. And firft for Ty-
ranny. And here firft let us fee, iippofing

Tyranny to be a jull Plea for Defection,

whether they underftand it aright, and do
not
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not often niiftake the thing, and look up-

on that to be Tyranny , which is not fo 5.

and fo raifc infinite Commotions upon no
account at all 5 and this we may find

them" very apt to do. For they look upon
any fort 01 Plenipotency , or Illimited

Power (nay and Limited too, when they

have a mind to it)immcdiately to beTyran-

ny 5 affirming, that it is not feparabiefiom

fome forts of Government, and tuat One
Man is not capable of fuch a mafs of Po-

wer without too near an approach to chat

kind. Upon thefe flender Apprehenfions

they will begin to think Treafons , and ia

little Surmifes hatch Seditious Opinions in,

their Minds, and then proceed to talk, and>

in Scandalous fuppofed Pohticks difFufe

their Poifons , till at length , having war-

med themfclves into a Temper fit for A-f

ftion, they'll not fcruple to perpetrate the

greateft Rebellions. But that all this is ex-

treamly Unjuftifiable will appear from

their Mifundcrftanding ofTyrannical Go-

vcrnmentj and moreover that fuppofing

this WIS manifcft Tyranny 5 they were yer

not to be jufliifyed . As to the jfirfl, Thjey

moft egregioufly miftake the Notion of

Tyranny



fyflhhy, fef fU{^p6fing it to h6 m infepa-

rabic coilcomitafit of Monarchy: For

there is no fuch thing as Government in

it felf Tyrannical, Tyranny being but the

Abufe an unjuft Excrcife of PoT^er, to

which any Po^t'^er is as obnoxious as Mo-
narchical : And I cannot fee, why the Go-
vernment of 0;2e fhould not be as far from
it , as that of Many 5 the Laws here being

commonly as kind and benigne as there,

or at leaft may be 3 and we may find the

Yoke ofObedience as heavy where Liberty

is moft alTerted among the credulous Mul-
titude , among whom a bold Affirmation

of Freedom goes for the thing it felf But
fuppofing it otherwife , that Monarchy is

of To near a kin to Tyranny, nay, and that

the Prince were an apparent Tyrant 5 the

People indeed arc unhappy A^ho are under
his Rule, and to be pitied, but no ways to

be remedied by their own Force : the Na-
ture of Government forbids it , and God
himfelf has nowhere allow'd it 5 but has al-

ways taught hisServantsObedicnce unto the

moft enormousofPrihcesJ canthen no ways
commend that fo highly applauded Aftion
of 3^umu6 Brutus with his Accomplices, in

Depofing
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Dcpofing Tarquinim , his Lawful , though

Cruel Sovcraign^ which though it lookt

hke Heroick, and was agreeable to the dif-

contcndcd Humours of the People, yet

without doubt was uiijuft and wicked : But

much more was he to be blamed , for not

only Depofmg the King , but the Govern-

ment too : For the Government being a-

bufed cannot be in fault, or for any Mif-

carriages of the Prince , or any external

accident lapfe to any other: For any Go-

vernment may be fo abufed, as is apparent

in Junius himfelf5 who expelling his Prince

who Reigned by lawful Power and Title,

Ufurped a Power to which he had no Ti-

tle 5 and then proceeded to an Act of as

great Tyranny as the Depofed Prince had

ever done 3 viz^. The thrufting out his E-

qual and Colleague , becaufe poffibly he

might have committed an Offence , not

that he had. And this is the Changing

K'uigly Government to that of Majiy :

Which, however it may be Difputed, fel-

dom proves more favourable to the People

than the other 5 and furely then it is better

living under One Tyrant , than ten Thou-

fands under a Wife Man that is Cruel,

than



than under the tboliih and barbarous Cru-

elty of the Multitude. The Tyrant is like

a Whirlwind, whofe Fury may over-

throw fome , may deftroy here and there

a Tree, a (lately Cedar , or fingle Town
5

but the Depofing this Tyrant, and the

Anarchy which follows it , deftroys whole

Cities, unpeoples and lays wafte Coun-
tries , makes Confufion evxry where, and
like a general Inundation, overflows all

with fad Deftrudlion. How miferably

then do People choufe themfelves, when
they are mad for a Change ? Little con-

fidering, that befides the Confuiion which
they make , they commonly change for

the worfe, and there is not one in an Hun-
dred , It may be a Thoufand , that attains

to what he aimed at , or betters his Con-
dition. So that thus to ftab real or fup-

pofed Tyranny and Monarchic at once ,

IS not only againft the Law of God, but

Intereft of moll men 3 which it may be
many will grant , and will bear to Extre-

mity, at lead upon force, die Oppreflion

of their Goods, Perfons and Fortune : But
when their Religion is m Danger,(& no one
but looks upon his ovv^n as bell) then rhey

judge that even God himfcit is not inte-

E relied
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reftedfor civil Govei nment,but he will per-

mit them to ftir 5 they can willingly bear

the former-Tyranny, but to have their Con-
fciences oppreft,truly is a burden too intol-

lerable for them to bear or crouch under,

and even Chriftianity it felf will afford

them liberty here to cancel all other Obli-

gations. A plaufible Pica 5 but of no more
force than the other, if not indeed lefs. For
that Religion fliould permk thofe things to

be done, which its precepts every where

forbid, is fo abfurd an opinion that none
Will admit of, without making God himfelf

command contradihons. That Religion

doth forbid , and no where allow of fuch

proceedings, is evident from that all its pre-

cepts and commands of Obedience, are de-

livered in general terms without any the

leaft exception : from whence I gather, and

declare, that were my Prince a Jew, Turk,

Infidel, or Pagan 5 I would and ought in

all things not abfolutely unlawfully obey

him. And fiirely the firft Ages ofChriftia-

nity judged fo too, whileft under the Go-
vernment of the greateft Enemies to Chri-

ftianity, (even x-ci its purity) and moil bar-

barous executions , they did not only not

refift their power , but even embraced

their cruelties, kift thofe hands that



crht them off, and in the midfl of Flames aid greateft Tor-

tures continued good Subjects. I would tcign learn then

how our Age comes to be fo much better, or the Religion

of our days fo much wifer : or what Religion it is that is

thus extraordinary pure , and yet teacheth fiich dilmrJ Do-

dlrines ? The Romanilb we all know do afiert the Opinion,

and pradife it, but dare not own it ; and there are ethers

(who pretend to hate fuch Doftrines, and the Abbettours of

them) who do not always ailert it, nor own it, but yet

hav^e pra£lifed it. But I would fain have thefe People

fpeak out, and tell the world plainly their meaning, whe-
ther they do look upon it as lawful to Dethrone tlieir Prince

upon the account of Religion , or not lawful ? ii^ they do
not account it lawful, why do they fuffer themfelves to be
tranfported with prejudic'd and miftaken zeal, as to com-
mit upon fach accounts the greateR: Viilanies ? But if they
allow it to be lawful, let them fpeak out I fa}'. A id they
give Anabaptids, Independents, &c. to make War upon them
upon their pretences to Religion, and fo make away for all

Se3:s and Opinions to be lawfully at Enmity one with ano-

ther. And I cannot fee how, whilell they depofc or decol-

late their lawful Prince for not being of their perfwafion,

they do any thing le(s than their greatefb Enemies, the Pa-
pifls, for Dethroning thefe they judge and call Hereticks.

Methinksitwouldbe a greater teftimony of their Sincerity

and Religion,to obey in all things not abfolutely unlawful;
and in the reft , to Ihew their Obedience by fubmilhon. 'Tis

indeed a fine thing to fit in Thrones, and appear in the va-
cant feats of depofed Princes; but tne purity of the Religion
they fo much pretend to, might teach them that th^.re is a
greatnefs which is not giz^d at, and he that fuljugates his will
to his lawful Soveraign, hatha foul commanding that no
Prince can force, nay, and in fomemeafure is as great as his

King,while(lhe is as able to obey, as the other to command.
In ihort, to obey in all things may l.e highly Crimminai; to

refill
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and Peace.

I ihould here make an end of this, it may be imperti-

nent Harangue ; but that there are another fort of Peo-
ple I cannot pafs by, who would afiert againfl: fix^d Obe-
dience, That Dominion is founded altogether upon Pou er,

and not Judice. Which to me feems altogether unrea-

fonable, from the notorious Mifchiefs that would croud in

upon ail Societies, where this Tenet is maintained. For
what a pov/erful Motive would this be to all difconten-

ted perfons , to invade and difpoflefs others , when there

lyes no other difficulty before them, but the Means to At-

tach fuccefsfully whom they intend to Deftroy ? But ha-

ving overcome that by whatever Villanies, they iliall be-

come as Legal Owners of \\diat they are become Maflers,

as the moft Innocent and Juft. But can there be ever

any hopes of Peace or Security where this is allowed ?

But fome will fay, Power Acquired and Poflefs'd doth give

Right to tlold, though not jullifie the A£t of acquu'ing it ,-

But furely no unjufb Caufe can produce a juft Efieifi, nor

any Tnveteratenefs of the Evil or Trad: of Time wipe a-

waythe Injuftice. And moreover then one could never

tell how to obey. For the Obligations of Obedience mufl
of neceifity vary according to the mcafure of the Power
of the Ruler ; and Subic£fs ahvays be ]")erplexed and un-

dermin'd in their Refolutions. Many more are the In-

conveniencies of this Opinion , and many Arguments

brought for it, from God's Omnipotence- and power o-

ver the Creatures, ^c. But I am weary of troubling my
Reader, ^.ni fliall only fay, That thefe are in my Opinion

the real and true Notions of Civil Government ; and I

hope 1 ihall never be of any other. Not that of the Peo-

ples having Pov/ertoConftitute their Ruler,of being abfurd

and ridiculous : Not that of changing Governments, being

Sacr-ilegious and Impious. Not that of Depofing Princes

upon any account, as being Unnatural, Unjull, Unrealbn-

able, Unchriftian. FINIS.
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