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WORD in I'IME, &c.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

MY firft Defign was to addrefs

you. Cap in Hand, with an

Air of obfequious Solemnity

;

to have begun by afTuring you, that I

was, by no means, to be ranked with

the common Herd of Pamphleteers

;

that, from my Situation in Life, I had

a Right to claim your Attention j and

that, fo difmterefted were my Defigns,

that I had no Objedl in View, fave

the Publick Weal, and the permanent

Felicity of my King and Fellow-Sub-

B jedis,
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jC(5ts. This was my firft Plan ; but, up-

on fecond Thoughts, confidering that

you have already, in this Manner, been

too often taken in, and that old Birds

are not eajily caught with Chaffs I have

concluded that it will better anfwer my
Purpofe to deal plainly and openly with

you. Know then, that I am interejled,

and greatly interefted too : Not for, or

againfl, the Militia-Bill, but with my
Bookfeller, who is to allow me a Guinea

for fcribbling a Pamphlet on this Sub-

jed:; fori am, alas! a Scribbler by Pro-

feffion. But now, having been fo un-

commonly ingenuous on my Part, I

have a Right to expe(5t an equal Degree

of Impartiality from you. I, therefore,

as you are Gentlemen, infift that you

will inftantly forget ivhat I am^ and at-

tend only to what Ifay. Thofe among

you who have been at Rome, may, now
and then, have found Things worth

reading, daub'd againfl: an ugly, mutila-

1 ted,
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ted. Statue -, and fuch of you as have

been converfant, tho' but a little, in low

Life, muft recoiled:, fometimes, to have

heard important Truth break its Way
through the Lips of a Beggar. If you

are, therefore, the impartial Men, of

which a Britifli Parliament ought only

to confift, I exped that you v^^ill proceed,

with Attention, to the End of my
Pamphlet : For I cannot help faying,

that there is a Duty incumbent on you,

which obliges you to have read every

Thing wrote on fo important a Subject.

In what Drefs this famous Bill will,

this Year, fhew itfelf, as I am no Pro-

phet, is impoflible for me to tell. Its

laft Year's Appearance you ail of you

recollecSt^ and therefore it were nowun-

neceflary to lay it before you. If I re-

member right, the Rock on which it

fplit, was the contefted Point, whether

the King, or the People, fliould nomi-

B 2 nate
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nate the chief Commanders : For (fay

they on the Country Side of the Quef-

tion) if the King is to have the Nomi-

nation of the principal Officers, it will

be giving him a greater Power than ever

was vefted in any of his Predeceflbrs,

which, in future Times, may endanger

our Liberty ; whilft thofe who ftand up

for the Crown, reply, that, by giving

that Power to the People, the Prero-

gative of the Crown will be greatly

endangered. The Difficulty of fet-

tling this important Point, I am in-

formed, was the chief Reafon why the

Bill did not pafs into a Law. It is indeed

a very important Point, and I fear will

be as difficult to fettle now as before -,

for no good Subjed: will attempt to en-

danger the Royal Prerogative, or, with

open Eyes, to rifque the Liberties of

the People J one of which, I am appre-

henfive, mufl be the Cafe, which Way
foever it mav be determined.

I have
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I have heard fome of the Sticklers in fa-

vourofthisnew Scheme (for Sticklersthere

will be in tavour of every new Scheme)

point out the Militia of Switzerland as

an Example worthy our Imitation. Be-

ing a Man of few Words, except when

I am paid by the Sheet, I feldom made

any Reply , but I could not help blufh-

ing, left there might be any one prefent,

who, per Chance, was acquainted with

the Nature of the Swifs Government,

and the Situation of their Country ; for

all Arguments, in favour of fuch an

Imitation, muft, of Neceffity, be drawn

from the fuppofed Similitude be-

tween the political Syftems of the two

Nations. They might, with as much
Juftice, compare us with the Chinefe.

The Swifs are not a trading Nation.

That they have hitherto preferved their

Liberty, is merely owing to the Nature

of their Country ; which is fo extream-

ly mountainous, and, confequently, fo

de-
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defended by narrow PafTes, that the

mort; infignificant Force would foon de-

ftroy the moft numerous Army. As

they are a prolifick People -, as the

inhabitable Part of their Dominions

are but fmall ; and as their Manufac-

tures are by no means fufficient to em-

ploy their Natives : They, therefore,

are under an abfolute Necefiity of dif-

pofing of them, in the Service of fo-

reign Princes; and for this Reafon they

find it neceflary to keep up a martial

Spirit among the People, that they may,

the more eafily, be perfuaded to em-

brace the Profeffion of Arms. I thought

it necelTary to be a little explicit upon

this Subjecft, as I have heard fo many

Coffee-houfe Politicians explain them-

feives fo ridiculoufly, in fpeaking of thefe

Matters.

Thkse Militia, or Demi-foldiers, arc,

I am inform'd, to be exercifed on Sun-

days,
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days, after divine Service ; but, being a

free People, are to be fubjed: to no penal

Laws. The civil Magiftrate, only, fhall

have the Pov^^er of correcting, fining, or, I

fuppofe, reprimandingthem : Now there is

fomething fo foolifh in carrying aMan be-

fore Mr. Mayor, becaufe he left his Rank,

laugh'd, or was loquacious under Arms,

that I cannot help wondering any Gentle-

man of Spirit will think of being con-

cerned in it. The Rcafon why the Pruf-

fian Soldiers are fleadier in their Ranks,

and confequently betterTroops than ours,

is, that their penal Laws are more fevere,

and more fpeedily executed. Therefore

it is very eafy to forefee what kind of

Troops thefe Gendemen Soldiers will

make, who are fubjedl to no military

Law. In fliort, every Cobler will per-

form his Exercife in what Manner he

thinks proper, and the Soldier and Offi-

cer will be h^il Fellow 'well met. I con-

fefs, with regard to my own Particular,

I ihould
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I fliould not be forry to have the Experi-

ment tried, as I am perfuaded thofe Fal-

ftaffians will aftord good Diveriion to

Spedators. My Father's Taylor in the

Country is a Man of much fheer Wit j

and, as he tells me, is refolved to ferve his

Kingj and he will, I dare fay, crack many

a dry Joke with the Squire, his Captain.

To be ferious, Gentlemen, you may as

well think of carrying an Eledion with-

out B y, as of forming an Army worth

Sixpence, without penal Laws.

There have been fome fewlnftances

in former Times, (though but few) of a

Body of Militia being of Service. This

I think is one of the Arguments ufed in

favour of this Projedl -, but unluckily, we
don't confider that military Difcipline was

then at a great Diftance from its prefent

Perfedionj that the IVIilitia had little

better than Militia to contend with ; that

our regular Troops were, at that Time,

very
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very little fuperior to Militia ; that the*

Mufket was yet a very imperfed: In-

ftrument, and that its Ufes were fcarce

known. Pikes and Swords were eafily

managed, and the ufe of them eafily

taught. But thofe among you who ferve

in our prefent Army, will inform the

reft, if you are defirous of Informa-

tion, that Difcipline, and the Art of Warj

are, of late, fo confiderably improved,

that they may be confidered as having

totally changed their Principles. The

whole Strength of a Battalion confifts in

the Cohefion (if I may ufe the Term)

of its Individuals 3 and their deflrudive

Power, in their quick, yet cool Manner

of Firing. Now, the Gentlemen of the

Army will inform you, that, to teach a

large Body of Men to adhere in fuch a

Manner as to bear being evoluted, with-

out difuniting into various Shapes, A-
fpeds, and Situations, fo as to bend to

every Emergency, and alfo, to load and

^
' C fire
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fire expeditioufly, yet coolly and eiFedlu-

ally, are with fo much Difficulty attained,

that nothing lefs than an uninterrupted,

daily Exercife, penal Laws, fevere Difci-

pline, military Authority, and Subordi-

nation, can poffibly accomplifli.

* Well, but (fay the Projedors of this

* patriot Scheme) tho' we fhould grant

' that our Irregulars may be greatly infe-

* rior to a {landing Army, in point of Dif-

* cipline, yet that, in cafe of an Invafion,

* they may be of fome Service, will cer-

* tainly not be denied/ I afk you Par-

don, Gentlemen Patriots, but it certainly

will be denied, and the contrary proved.

If indeed you could prevail upon the

French to promife faithfully, that when-

foever they think proper to invade your

Ifland, they will only tranfport their own
Militia j then, I confefs, that the Beef

and Pudding in the Belly of undifciplin'd

Johny will probably prove tpo many for

the



the Soop-meagre of Monfieur Jean ;
and

that even a FurGown may ftand a Chance

to gather Laurels in the Field of Batde.

If you could alfo perfuade them to leave

their Arms behind them, engaging, on

your Part, to do the fame, it would con-

tribute greatly to your Profpea of Sue-

cefs : For, I am fure, we (hould out-box

them, to a Man. This I would the more

eagerly recommend, as I am afraid, if you

fhould take your Fire-arms along with

you, that John in the Rear will be firing

his Piece into the Back-fide of his Friend

Tom in the Front ; or, which would be

flill worfe, blow out the Brains of his

noble Captain. To lome of your intre-

pid Patriots and Heroes, who are refolv-

ed, dam-me! to fight. Blood to the Knees,

in Defence of their Lives, Wives, and

Properties, thefe may feem Confiderati-

ons of no Importance : Not but it mufV

vex a Man, how fond foever he may be

of lying in the Bed of Honour, to be

C z fl^^t
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ihot in the Back; left peradventurc,
the Ball not happening to pierce quite
through his Body, might give Grounds
for Sufpicion of his having taken the
Poet's Advice'in endeavouring to preferve

himfelf for another Day's Fight ; vs'hich

would pro^'e a terrible Blot in the Fa-
mily Efcutcheon—But the Dangers to
which you are about to expofe yourfelves
are infinite.

^/j me I ivhat Perils do environ

The Man that meddles with cold Iron /

Serioufly, Gentlemen, I affure you, that a
Firelock, with a Bayonet fixed on theEnd
of it, is a very aukward Kind of an Inftru-
ment

;
and that it requires more Dexte-

rity than you may be aware of, to manage
It, without wounding your Neighbours.
Many and frequent are the Accidents of
this Sort, which happen even among re-
gular Troops, at common Exercifci and

yet
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yet many more in the Day of Battle
What therefore may be expefled from
half-difciplined Men, I need not inform
you. Aik any of thofe Officers who have
been in Battle, and they will tell you
that, without the greateft Care imagin-
able, they would have run as much Riik
of being killed by their own People, as
by the Enemy. As to my own Part, I
declare, that I had rather be fent on aMorn Hope with regular Troops, than
be obliged to continue in the Ranks with
Mihtia, for the obvious Reafons above-
mentioned

: Reafons which, one would
think, ought to be of Weight with
Gentlemen of Fortune.

Ip it aould be prefumed, that your
havmg a National Militia, would difcour-
age the French from attempting an In-
vafion, I anfwer, that it would certain-
ly be found to be a falfe Prefump-
tion

;
that it is the only Means to en-

courage
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courage an Invafion. The French are too

well Acquainted with the Infignificancy

of fuch Troops, to be in the lead afraid cf

them : Nay, I am convinced, that they

moft heartily wi(h to hear that this pa-

triot Scheme may take Place j in hopes

that you will one Day negled your ftand-

ing Army, and depend, for your Secu-

rity, on your own broken Staff. No-

thing would give them greater Pleafure,

as nothing you can undertake will fo

precipitately and efFedually render your

Power infignificant, and ruin your Trade;

But of that anon.

' Hold, Sir, fay they: You miftake

< our Intention. It is, by no Means, our

* Defign to reduce the Number of 1 8,000

' regular Troops, in Great Britain.—

I

muft again beg your Pardon, Gentlemen,

for taking the Liberty to fay, that I am

afraid you have planned this Affair with-

out criving yourfcivcs fufficient Time for
*"

Re-
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Reflexion : For, if you had thought, but

ever fo little, you mufl inevitably have

feen into the irreconcileable Incompati-

bility between a regular Army, and,

what you are pleafed to call a regular

Militia, that will always oppofe their

joint Exigence in the fame Kingdom.
They are two Weights fufpended at op-

pofite Ends of the fame Beam ; as one

rifes, the other muft neceffarily fink.

The firft, tho' leafl: Inconveniency that

will appear, is the incelTant Quarrels that

will unavoidably happen between thofe

Property Soldiers, and the King's Troops,

wherefoever the latter are quartered :

For, notwithftanding a thoufand Orders
from their Officers, it will be impoffible

to command, or reftrain, the rifible Muf-
cles of a difciplined Soldier, whenever he
happens to be a Spectator of the truly

comic Scene, which a Battalion of Militia

will always afford. I know nothing which
Mankind generally bear with fo little

Pa-
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Patience, as Ridicule ; the Confequence

therefore is obvious. The regular Troops,

confcious of their Superiority, will defpife

and play upon the Militia -, who, alfo,

from a Senfibility of their own Imperfec-

tion, will inveterately hate the Army

:

For, I dare fay. Gentlemen, there are

many among you, who need not be told

how natural it is for us to hate thofe, of

whofe fuperior Excellence in our own
Way, we are confcious.

But the evil Confequences of thefe

Animofities will not terminate here.

Lefs than the Sagacity of a Sena-

tor would be fufficient to trace the

Stream, from its Fountain, down to the

Sea of Troubles, into which it muft

finally carry us. Not to mention the

difagreeable, very difagreeable, Situation

in which thofe Gentlemen would foon

find themfelves, who would be con-

ftantly applied to, in order to decide

Quar-
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Ouarrels and punifli Offenders -, I be-

lieve it will be Tufficient to confider, for

a Moment, what muft naturally happen

whenever there fliall be a Neceffity for

thefe regular, or irregular, Armies to

adt in Conjun(ftion ^ and, even a Mo-
ment's Conlideration will difcover, that

they will either refufe to adlin Conjunc-

tion, or, at moft, ad: in fo feeble a Man-

ner, as to give their Enemy an Oppor-

tunity of deftroying them both; for there

would be fcarce a Man, in either of

thefe Armies, that would not have a

Pleafure in feeing the other beat. I am
even far from being convinced, that

many of thofe Patriots would not join

the French, for the Sake of revenging

themfelves on the King's Army. At

leaft I know that it is nothing new, to

fee Men facrifice every Thing to private

Pique. But, admitting that their Enmi-

ty to a foreign Foe would out-weigh

their Diflike to the King's Troops,

D which
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which I think improbable, 1 dare af-

firm, that, (hould Mr. Charles Stewart,

or any of his Defcendants, take it into

their Heads to pay us a Vilit, by much
the greater Part of your Militia would

repair to his Standard, merely for the

Satisfadlion of humbling the regular Ar-

my j and, on this Confideration, if he

has but Patience to wait till you have, in

fome Degree, difciplined his Troops for

him, I will venture to afTure him Suc-

cefsj nay, I will even advance one Step

farther, and afTure you, that, as foon as

he is informed that his Army is ready,

he will adlually land; for, under what-

foever Degree of Family-Weaknefs he

may labour, he is not fo great a Fool,

as to overlook fo plain a Road to a

Crown.

I believe. Gentlemen, I have opened

a new Scene, to fome of vou. ' You
who projected this Miiitia-Scheme, pro-

bably.
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bably, did not fufpeft that you would

be accufed of contriving Means to bring

in the Pretender; nor do I in Truth,

accufe you of any fuch Intention :
But

then I think you are fairly reduced to

confers yourfelves extreamly ihort-fight-

ed Now there are many Men m the

World who had rather be reputed

Knaves than Fools.

My Lords and Gentlemen :

If there be any among you who are

too ftrongly prejudiced in favour of theu'

firft Opinion, to be convinced by plain

Reafoning, let me intreat them to ac-

company me. in Idea, for a Moment

to America. Sorry I am to fay. that

there. I (hall have it in my Power to

convince them, by recent Fads, that

there is no Dependence on irregular

Troops, and that nothing but Confufion

is to be expeded from their attempting

to'aft in Conjundion with a difcipUned

D 2 Army.
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Army. Is there a Member of either

Houfe, who does not now fee, that all

our Difappointments and Difafters, in

that Part of the World, are entirely

owing to our injudicious Dependence

on irregular Troops ? If, at the firft, wc
had fent a fufficient Number of difci-

plined Forces, we fliould have faved an

infinite Sum of Money; and Things

would have wore a very different Af-
pedt.

The Truth of what I fay will appear

more evident, when you find that, as

foon as the Seafon will permit, notwith-

flanding the many fine Projecfls of the

native Americans to defend themfelves,

we (hall be obliged to tranfport a confi-

derable Number of regular Troops to

fupport them : Which if we omit to

do, we muft infallibly lofe every Foot
of Land of which we are now in Pof-

{ciTion. In fhort, you may lay it down

as
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as an indifputable Maxim, that, when
you are attacked by regular Troops, no-

thi?jg but regular Troops areft to oppofe

them.

I own, there is fomething very plau-

fible, and popular (particularly, if the

Speaker is careful to fix himfelf in a
proper Attitude, with his right Hand
clofe preffed to his Heart) in bawling
out the Words, conjiitutional Liberty !

able, and willing, to defend our King, our
Country, our Wives, our Children, our

Property, and every thing that is dear to

usI—loft Drop of BloodI—with, a pathetic,

Dulce et decorum eft pro Fatria mori, &c.
This is all very pretty, and very finej

but it is, at the fame Time, all Theory
and all Chimera.

The very Argument ufed to perfuadc
us that thefe Soldiers of Property will

fight ^^'^/'fr than commonjSoldiers, is a very

ftrong
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ftrong prefumption that they will fight

'worfe. li.at Anxiety which, it is pre-

fumed, would fpur them on to Adion,

would, much more probably, ferveonly

to increafe their ear, and deftroy that

€alm Refolution fo necelTary in an En-

gagement. That an honeft Country-

Gentleman lliould form his Idea of a

Batde from the confufed Pidture in his

great Hall, is not in the lead wonder-

ful ; nor is it at all furprifing that, there

feeing every Man fight for himfelf, he

fiiould conclude, that Rage and Fury

are the only Virtues requifite in a Sol-

dier : But the King of Pruffia, pr the

Duke of Cumberland (if he will al-

low them to be proper Judges) will in-

form him, that Patience is frequently of

greater Ufe in an Engagement than

Courage j that the Lofs of many a Battle

has been entirely owing to an ungovern-

able Impatience in the Troops to fall

upon their Enemy ; that the chief De-

ficrr, of all Military Difcipline is to
'^

bring
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bring the private Men to ad, in a Man-
ner, like fo many Machines, moved
only by the Command of their Officers;

and that, notwithf^anding the great In-

fluence of penal Laws, abfolute Subor-

dination, and daily Exercife, it is yet

found the moft difficult Thing in the

World to bring an Army to this. And
yet we are now for difciplining an Army
without Punifhment, without Subordi-

nation, and without Exercife. I won-
der no one ever propofed a Scheme to

blow Soldiers as they do Glafs-Bottles

:

It would certainly coft lefs Money, and
be of as much Service,

But let us fuppofe, notwithftanding

all this, that fome People's Obftinacy

fhould get the better both of their Rea-
fonand Opponents; that the Bill fhould

adually pafs, .and be vigoroully carried

into Execution. As we are to con-
tinue our ufual Number of regular

Troops,
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Troops, in cafe of an Invafion, I fup-

pofe the chief Command of the whole

would be vefted in whatever Captain-

General fliould then happen to be at

the Head of the regular Armyj which,

in all Probability, would be a Prince of

he Blood. Now the firft Step which

the Chieftains of the Militia muft take,

would be, to fend to know his High-

nefs's Commands.

But how great would be their Sur-

prize, when their Meflenger returned

with an Anfwer to the following EfFecft:

* I thank you for your kind Offer of

< Afliftance. Tho' my Army is but

* fmall, I hope we (hall be a Match for

' our Enemy. All the Service you can

* poffibly be of to me, is to lurk in

' the neighbouring Villages, in order to

* pick up Fugitives after the Battle.*

I 'pon the Receipt off fo contemptuous an

Anfwer, you immediately call a Coun-

cil
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cil of War, and like To many Dra:w-

cancers, refolve, ac once, to deflroy

both Friend and Foe.

From what I have faid, I prefume,

it is fufficiently evident, that your Militia

will aniwer no Purpofe. One lingle

Regiment of Foot, with two Troops of

Dragoons, w^ould, in lefs than five Mi-

nutes, difperfe them all. Your 70, or

80,000 Pounds, which, I think, you

purpofe annually to expend, would be

entirely thrown away. Though that

Sum would maintain but a fmall Num-
ber of regular Troops, yet I am con-

vinced that it would pay a Number,

fmall as it is, capable of defending your

Property better than all the Militia you

could pofTibly raife.

Your Scheme is, at leaft, a Century

It have done in Day;

E or

too late. It midit have done in Day;
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of Yore. Caft but your Eyes around

you, and you will fee all Europe regu-

larly under Arms, even in Time of

Peace. The whole Syftem is entirely

changed. Need I tell you, that there is

fcarcc a petty Prince upon the Continent

who is not obliged to maintain an Ar-

my of 8, or lOjOoo Men J and that for

no other Rcafon than becaufe his Neigh-

bours do the fame. It is the Humour

of the Times : And, believe me, we

mud comply with it, or we (hall feel

the ill Effcdts of our Obftinacy.

But tho' it were in your Power to

refute every Argument I have hither-

to ufed, there remains yet another Con-

fideration, which, one would imagine,

were alone fufficient to determine every

true Briton againfi: the Scheme in Quef-

tion. I mean, our Trade. Pleafe to

paufe here, noble Lords, and Gentle-

men, and refled a little

—

And
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And now let me afk you, whether

you do not plainly forefee, that, by en-

deavouring to make Soldiers of your

Manufacfturers, you will render them

much more profligate, and, confe-

quently, more idle, than they now are?

Is there a Lord, or Commoner, of you

all, who is fo little acquainted with

human Nature as not to forefee, that

as foon as Giles the Weaver has been

taught to poife his Firelock, he will

conclude himfelf a compleat Soldiery

and that he will do his utmoft to

imitate the Army in thofe Vices by

which alone he has been ufed to diftin^

gui(h its Members from the reft of

Mankind, and which even conftitute

his whole Idea of a miHtary Man.

From the very Moment he is enrolled,

he imagines himfelf metamorphofed,

and that an entire Change of Manners

E 2 is
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is the neceflary Confequence. His firft

Ambition is to curfe and fwear like a

Soldier : Then he muft drink hke a Sol-

dier : He muft alfo whore like a Soldier.

In Hiort, honeft Giles, who was one of

the fobereft Church-^oers in the whole

Farifh, in a very fliort Time becomes

an idle, drunken, profligate Fellow.

That this is no groundlefs Conjecflure^

may be evidendy proved from the No-

tion which the common People, in

general, entertain of a military Man.

Every Officer who has had any Ex-

perience in Recruiting, will inform

you, thnt mofl: of thofe Men who en-

ter the Service, are fo ftrongly prepof-

fed in this Opinion, that, were they not

retrained by penal Laws, executed

with the flri^Veft Severity, from being

grave, fober, fedate Lads, they would

inflantly be fufficient to corrupt the

Army itfelf. I believe, after what I

have.
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have faid, it would be needlefs to draw

any Conclufion with regard to the Ef-

fedts which this Projed: would have in a

manufaduring Country.

In fpeaking of our Manufadures,

there occurs to me aThing ofmuch more

Importance to the Nation, and, confe-

quently, more deferving of your Atten-

tion, than the Militia Bill. It is indeed

fomev/hat foreign to my Subjedl ; but a

very few Words will fuffice, and there-

fore I fliall make no Apology for intro-

• ducing it. Such of you as have latelv

traverfed the Continent, mufl: knew, that

• moft of the foreign Princes have, within

thefe few Years, been endeavourin? to

eftablifl:i, in their feveral Dominions, va-

rious Manufactures, particularly thofe

with which they have hitherto been fup-

plied from this Kingdom. The Confe-

• quence of this muft naturally be, that as

foon
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foon as they are arrived at a fufficient De-^
gree of Perfedion to under-fell us, we
rnuft gradually lofe our foreign Corre-
fpondence : And the gradual Depriva-
tion of that which gave us our Power,
muft gradually decreafe it. Now, I

humbly apprehend, My Lords and Gen-
tlemen, that it would be well worth your
while to confider of Ways and Means to

prevent a fatal Evil, which, if not pre-

vented, mufi: foon fall upon you. This
from what I know of the Matter, can be
no otherwife efteded, but by favouring

your manufaduring Parts of the King-
dom, fo as to enable them to work cheap,
er, and in confequence of that, to under,
fell our Neighbours. The Duties from
which they ought to be exempt are, na-

turally, luch as immediately aitedt the

Manufadurer. I own it would, in fome
Degree, leffen the Revenue, which, at

this Jundure, might polTibly be thought

jnv
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improper ; but then I am of Opinion,

it might be laid on where it would be

lefs fenfibly felt. But to refume my

Thread, that I may methodically finifh

with the Subjed with which I be-

gan. •

And noWj Gentlemen, let me afk you

ferioufly, what you think would have en-

fued from thofe Commotions which have

lately happened, in various Parts of the

Kingdom, on account of the Price of

Corn, in cafe thofe Mutineers had been

fupplied with Arms, and had, in any

Degree, been taught the Ufe of them ?

You will anfwer me, perhaps, ' That,

* according to your Scheme, the Men are

^ only to be intruded with their Arms on

* Sundays, and that immediately after

' Exercife, they are to be depolited in

* the Houfe of fome Magiflrate.' But I

-would then afk you, what Power you

will
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will contrive fufEcient to hinder them

from forcibly entering the Place where

their Arms are depofited, and from ufing

them when, and in what Manner, they

Ihall think proper ?

Upon my Word, Gentlemen, it is

aflon idling, that any Man in his Senfes

ihould ever think offuch a Scheme, in a

Nation fo unhappily fubjed: to Infurre(5li-

on.— * Well,' fay you, ' but the People

* in general are bent upon a National Mi-
* litia.'~-Who put it into their Heads ?

But tho' they are bent upon it, will you,

their ReprefentativeSjacquiefce in aThing

which will evidently be productive of fo

many bad Confequenccs, rather than

give yourfelves the Trouble to convince

them of their Error ? For the Sake of

your Country, and your own Creditj let

me perfuade you to drop a Projecft, from

which you will reap no other Fruit, than

that
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that of being laugh'd at by every fenfible

Man in the Nation. I have the Honour
to be

Noble Lords, and Gentlemen,

Your moft obedient.

and humble Servant,

NOBODY^

POST^





t35]

POSTSCRIPT.

SI N C E I wrote the above, I found,

by Accident, among other Papers,

a Pamphlet which I had entirely forgot-

ten, bearing this Title : A Treatife con-

cerning the Militia^ in four Sections, ift.

Of the Militia in general. 2d, Of the

Ro?nan Militia. 3d, The proper Plan of

a Militia^ for this Country. 4th, Obfer-

vations upon this Flan. By C. S.—Who
this Mr. C. S. may be, I neither know
nor care j but I fincerely wifh that every

Man in the Nation, who is an Advocate

for the Militia-Bill, may take the Trouble

to read his Pamphlet. It muft be the

Work of fome great Man i for he tells

us, in his Preface, that, ' at the Time
¥ z 'he
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5 he wrote it, he had the Honour to attend

' upon the Perfon of the beft, and moft

' truly patriot Prince, that (he believes) e-

' ver adorned, or blefl: any Country in the

' World ;' who (he alfo informs us) ' in-

* tended many excellent Regulations for

* the Happinefs of England.'—If this

Militia-Scheme, according to his Plan,

was one of his intended excellent Regular

ticJiSj I cannot help congratulating my
Country, that an efFediual Bar was put to

his carrying it into Execution.

Lest the Reader fliould run away with

this laft Sentence, without properly con-

iidering it, it may be advifeable to remind

Iiim, that notwithftanding his perfonal

Affediion to any Prince whatever, if he

fliould know that fuch Prince intended to

execute any Scheme which he (the Rea-

der) believed would be the Caufe of De-
fi:ru<5tion to his Country, it is his Duty,

as well as mine, to wifh the Removal of

that
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that Prince. TheTruth of this may have

required noExpIanation to manyReaders;

but really thole who are obliged to con-

verfe much with Mankind, muft have

been too often mortified with their ^enerai

Stupidity, not to fee the frequent Necef-

lity of explaining the moft obvious

Truths.

But to return to his Lordihip, I would

fay, Mr. C. S.—He alfo tells us, that the

Prince did him the Honour to approve

of his Scheme, in many Converfations

which he had with him upon it : I am
forry they could find no better Subjed: ',

and cannot help owning my Surprife,

that their Converfations were produdive

of no better a Plan. In Truth it is fuch

an old-faflaioned Btijinefs, that, had it not

been for its Date, in the Title-page, I

fliould have concluded it written in the

Reign of good Queen Befs, at the lateft.

Our
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Our Author's firft Sedtion tends chief-

ly to fliewj from trite thread-bare Ex-

amples in Hiftory, (fuch as Casfar, Crom-

well, 6cc.) the Danger of a {landing Ar-

my to the Liberty of this Nation. He

confefles, indeed, * that the Exiftence of

* a {landing Army is annual, and depends

* upon the Will of Parliament.*—If he

had intended to perfuade the People into

a Fear of lofing their darling Liberty, he

had better have palfed over this Circum-

flance in Silence: but then, fays he, tho'

the Parliament have this Power, ' if the

* People {hould refufe to continue the

* Troops in Pay, no Man alive can be-

* lieve that they will quietly difbandthem-

* felves.'— I own there are fome, who,

though they are alivey yet being unhap-

pily deprived of the Power of Recollec-

tion, may be very hard of Belief; but I

am firmly of Opinion, tha.t a Man, alivey

and in his perfeift Scnfes, may remember

that
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that at the Conclufion of a War, it has

always been the Cuftom to break, and

difband, the greateft Part of our land-

ing Army, and that without any Appre-

herifion of Danger in the People. Is

not, therefore, the Army in the Power

of the People, and do they not exert that

Power, even without the leaft Oppofi-

tion from the Army ? What, therefore,

is your Army, in efFed, but a regular

Militia ? Are they not a Part of the Peo-

ple, paid by the People, and reduced,

and difbanded, at > the Pleafure of the

People ? What the D— would the Feo^

pie have more ?

I CANNOT pofiibly take Leave of this

Sedtion, without acknowledging my Ac-

quiefcence as to that Part of it, where

the Author is of Opinion, that a Nati-

onal Militia would be the only Means to

get rid of Smugglers and Highwaymen,

I am entirely of his Way of thinking. It

would
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would certainly be the propereft, and

only Uie you could put them to.

Section the 2d, (of the Roman Mi-

litiaJ was folely intended for the Ufe of

Schools, and does not contain one fingle

Word relative to the Subjed: : for, the

Times and Conftitution of the Romans

beat no more Refemblance co ours, than

did the Brains of Sir Ifaac Newton to

thofe of this Author—the one having

been a Mathematician, and the other be-

ing a Politician.

The 3d Seel, which confifts oi 2. pro-

per Plan of a Militia, is fo very enter-

taining, that I would advife every one to

read it for his Amufement. I had fup-

pofed that the Militia were to be exercif-

ed, at leaft, once a Week ; but I find

our Author thinks once a Month fuffici-

cnt to make Soldiers of them. I dare

fay he has feen many an Army in his

Time.
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Time. A fine old Grecian, I warran^

him. The eighth Article of his Plan runs

thus :
' Neither the general Militia, nor

* the County Regiments, or any Part of
' them, fo as to make a Body of armed
' Men, to march out of their relpedtive

* Counties upoJj any Pretext, or by
c ANY Command whatsoeverj upon
* Pain of being declared Enemies to their

^^ Country, and guilty of High-Treafon/

Now, left any of my Readers, not

having a political Turn, fhould be at a

Lofs as to the Intent of this Article, I

will explain it. The Defign of it was,

in cafe your Enemies chufe to invade

you, to enable them to complete their

Conqueft without Let, Hindrance, or Mo-
leftation, at the fmall Expence of fend-

ing over one or two Regiments only. Our

Militia are to remain in their refped:ive

Counties, to the Intent that one Corps may
not affift another; but that the Militia

G of
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of each County may receive one feparate

Fire from the Eijemy, and fo run home.

For the Author wilely confidered, in

cafe the Militia of the whole Nation were

aflembled into one Army, that then one

fingle Fire from the French would do

for them all ; but by obliging your Ene-

my to fire as many Times as there are

Counties, you put them to a much great-

er Expence, by increafing their Confump-

tion of Powder. This it is to be a Poli-

tician 1
J

Perchance, noble Lords, and Gen-

tlemen, upon confidering this Matter fc-

rjoufly, you may think, that an Author,

having propofed a Plan, containing an

Article plainly tending to facilitate the

Conqueft of our Enemies over us, ought

himfelf to be accufed of High-Treafon.

But I allure you, from my Perufal of

his Book, I have obtained fo thorough a

Knowledge of what he is capable, that j

dare
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dare affirm it to be entirely the EiFedl of

a very innocent Caufe. Befides, were

you to look upon the Thing in this Light,

it might poffibly involve too many wor-

thy Gentlemen in Difficulties ; as all

thofe who favour this National Militia,

will be found, in reality, though per-

haps, not intentionally, to be equally

culpable.

The fourth Sedlion contains nothing

more than a few infignificant Obferva-

tions on the foregoing Plan.

Upon the Whole, after reading care-

fully over every Thing that has lately

been wrote in favour of this Militia-

Scheme, I cannot help declaring, that

it is the wildeft, and moft ill-concerted

Proje€l that ever was formed in this

Nation. In the firft Place, it will be

found impradicable ; and, fecondly,

even fuppofing it poffible to be carried

G 2 into
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into Execution, will be by no means

Sufficient to anfwer the End pro-

pofed.

By the lail: Year's Plan, fome Part of

the People were to be exercifed every

Cunday ; but they were to be alTembled

in whole P.egiments only once a Year.

That any Man, who has ever feen an

Army, fliould imagine that this would

be fufficient to make Soldiers ! Is it

pofTible to conceive, that thefe Civil-

Military Gentlemen fhould be fo ex-

treanily ignoran^ of their new, favourite,

frofeiTipn, as not to know that the ne-

ceffary Evolutions, and Firings, prac-

tifed in Battalion, are entirely different

from what is pradifed in the training of

fmgle Ranks, or Companies, and can-

not pofTihly be taught but by frequent-

ly affcmbling the Whole ? Not but, in

the main, it may be prudent to expofe

^he Field-Officers as fcldom as poilible,

to
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to the Derlilon of the Spedators : For

how can it be fuppofed that thefe honefl:

Gentlemen (hould know what to do

with a Battalion after it is drawn up ?

In the Standing Army it is found necef-

fary, even to infl:ru6l the Subalterns, to

have Field-Days two or three Times a

Week.

I am far from difputing the Capacity

of thefe Heroes ; but I think, that In*

flindt will hardly teach them what others

are not able to attain without Pradlice.

I fhould be glad to afk thofe Colonels

and Majors, what they think would be

the Confequence, in cafe they were at-

tacked by an Enemy ? Can they reafon-

ably expedl that any thing but Confu-

lion would enfue, in a Jumble of un-

difciplined People, whofe very Officers

can hardly be fuppofed to know any

thing of their Duty ?

One
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One very remarkable Thing in this

Bill is, that no Man is to ferve in the

Militia more than three Years at a

Time : So that, as the Whole are faifed

together, at the Expiration of three

Years, you will have an entire Army
of frefh Men to be inll:rud:ed from the

very Beginning. Nor will you ever at

any Time have one Man in the whole

Number who has feen more than two

or three Field Days. Good God! that

any Gentleman who experts to be

thought a rational Being, (houid fuppofe

that fuch an Army can be of any Service

in thefe Days

!

There is a Plan that would anfwer

every End propofed by the Bill in Quef-

tion, and which is attended with none

of thofe Inconveniences. It is this.

Efla-
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Establish your Army 20,000 cotn-

pleat in Great-Britain, as foon as there

fhall be a Peace. Let every private

Man be inlifted to ferve for the Space

of five Years only j and, at his Return

home, let him be authorifed to fettle in

any Town in his Majefty's Dominions,

and be, as long as he lives, exempted

from fome particular Tax that moft af-

fedts the lov^er ClalTes of People : But let

his Difcharge fignify, that, in cafe of

an Invafion or Rebellion, he fhall be

obliged to ferve again, fo long as that

may continue. Or if you think five

Years too long, let it be four.

I believe it were needlefs to fhew the

falutary EfFedls of this fliort Plan.

Would not this create a martial Spirit,

among the People ? And would it not,

in Time of Danger, afford you a much
better
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better and more numerous Army than

your national Militia ? and even at a lefs

Expence ? Confider, and compare thefe

two Schemes impartially and cooly, re-

colledting what I have, I think reafon-

ably, objedled to the one, with what

your own Reafon will naturally fuggeft ta

you in Vindication of the other.

r T N I s.










