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REMARKS
On the

P R ET E N D E R'&

Declaration and Commission.

H E Poll that came laft Week from

Edinburgh brought a great Number

of printed Copies of two treafona-

ble Papers difperfed there, purport-

ing to be the Pretender's Commiffion

appointing his Son Regent, and the Son's Decla-

ration, inviting People to join and affift him in

the prefent unnatural Rebellion.

Thefe Papers are liable to fo many Objections,

that nothing; but the Notoriety of the Fact would

induce one to believe them to be Genuine.
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The Commiflion is dated at the Pretender's

Court at Rome the 23d Day of December , 1743$

in the forty-third Year of his pretended Ma-

jerty's Reign, and begins with reciting, that he

had then a near Profpecl of being reftored to the

Throne of his Ancejlors, and ends with a Claufe,

'hereby he, in Terms, Dispenses with all For-

malities and other Omiffwns that may be therein

'ontained, and declares the [aid Commiffwn to be as

firm and valid as if it had paffed his Great Seal9

and as if it were according to the ufual Stile and

Forms.

The Power of Difpenfing with Law by Regal

Authority was one of the great Grievances the

Nation laboured under during the arbitrary Reign

of King James the Second, and was afterted to

be illegal at the Revolution by the Declaration

of Rights.

The incerting this Claufe in the Commiflion

appears therefore to be injudicious, unlefs it was

meant to boulfter up the Proofs of the Pretender's

Legitimacy, by letting Mankind fee he is deter~

mined to tread in his pretended Father's Steps,

and that he inherits his word Qualities.

As to his pretended Title to the Crown in

Right of his Anceftors, were we to allow him to be

-.he Son of the late King James, which many
Jeople doubt, yet, as he and all his Children

are Papifts, he and they by the Laws of the Land,

which
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which in his Declaration he lays fhall be the Rul

of his Anions, are abfolutely barred from any

Right or Pretentions to it; the Legislature at the

Revolution having wifely declared, that it hath

been found by Experience to be inconfiflent with the

Safety and Welfare of this Protejlant Kingdom to be

governed by a Popifi Prince, or by any King or Queen

marrying a Papiji, and therefore enabled that all

Perfons within thofe Defcriptions Jkould be for ever

incapable from reigning over us.

The Date of this Commiflion, and the Ex-

preffion, that he had a near Profpeci of being

reflored, puts the Reality of an Invafion in his

Favour having been intended in 1743 out of all

Queftion, and ought to reflect Shame and Con-

fufion on thofe Perfons who induftrioufly repre-

fented that Defign as a political and minifterial

Fiction, a Thing that was never thought of or

intended.

The Declaration bears Date at Paris the 16th

Day of May, 1.745. It begins with affcrting

his hereditary Right to the Crown, and a Promife

of a free Pardon of all Offences committed before

the Publication thereof; the Benefit whereof, by

fubfequent Words, leaft it mould be too general,

is reftrained to fuch Perfons as feould teflify their

Willingnefs to accept of it, either by joining his Forces,

by fetting up or repairing to his Standard, or at haft

by openly renouncing all Allegiance to his Majejly, and

all
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nil Obedience to'bis Orders ; and he leaves to the

Rigour of the Law all thofe who from thenceforth

[i. e. after the 15th of May, 1745, N. S.] Jhall

oppofe hint\ or wilfully and deliberately do or concur

in any Act or Ails, Civil or Military, to the Let or

Detriment of him, his Caufe or Title, or to the De-

finition, Prejudice 1 or Annoyance of thofe whofoould

declare and acl for him.

So that all Neuters and Lookers-on, as well as

all thofe who, fince the 15th of May, 1745, N.S.

have given, or hereafter fhall give, any Tefti-

mony of their Loyalty to his Majefty King

George, are abfolutely excluded the Benefit of this

mock Pardon, and, fhould the Rebels fucceed,

would be, literally, expofed to be the Objects of

their Plunder and Cruelty.

As to his Pretence of hereditary Right, can this

Gentleman imagine the People of England, after

the happy Experience of being 6y Years quietly

governed by Kings and Queens of their own

chilling, whofe Title to the Crown, and that of

the People to the Enjoyment of their Liberties

and Properties, is mutual, and depend on the

fame Parliamentary Sanctions, will be fo foolifh

as to part willingly with this glorious Settlement

of their Liberties •, and fubmit to be governed by

one whofe Claim depends fingly on the flavifh

Principle of an indefecjlble hereditary Right, which

no Cruelties, no Injustices, no Acts of Violence

®r Tyranny, can forfeit, or make alienable, and

whofe
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whofe neceflary Confequences are PafTTve Obedi-

ence and Non-Refiftance.

The prefent Parliamentary Tide hath fubfifted

without any Interruption, or any Acts of Vio~

Jence, or Attempts by the Crown on the Liber-

ties of the People, upwards of 6y Years, and
there is not an Englijhtnan under 88 Years of Age
that ever entered into any Agreement to fupport

any other.- It is not therefore to be imagined

that the prefent Race of Englijhmen, who were

born or attained their Age of Difcretion under

this happy Settlement of the Crown, and who
are all engaged by the ilrongeft Ties of Intereft,

and bound by the mod folemn Oaths and AC
furances to fupport and defend it, and who, as

they never entered into any Engagement to any
Perfon claiming under any other, can have no
Scruples concerning the Methods by which this

Parliamentary Title was firft introduced, will

ever be fo weak or wicked to give it up, or

furTer it to be wrefted from them, in favour of
on. vhofe Pretence of Title is abfolutely incon-

Ment with true L ::

:>erty.

The Doctrine and Principles, upon which the

Revolution proceeded, may with the greateft

Eaie be juft iBcd againfl every Objection that was
ever made againft it : Bjt it is immaterial to the

prefent Qj.. ion, fince if it had been brought
about by Steps ever fo irregular, yet, as it has

been the happy Means of making us who were
born fince, and had no Share of the Guilt, a

happy
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happy and a free People, -it would be Madnefs for

us to let it be altered, and thereby wilfully con-

cur in the Deftru&ion of ourfelves and our

Pofterity.

He then declares, that, as joon as ever the King-

dom Jhall be in a State of 'Tranquility , he will by

and with the Advice of a free Parliament, wherein

no Corruption, nor undue Influence whatfoever, Jhall

be ufed to byafs the Votes of the Eleclors, or Elecled,

fettle, confirm, and fecure all the Rights Ecclejiajli-

cal and Civil of each of his rejpeclive Kingdoms ; He

being fully refolved to maintain the Church of Eng-

land as by Law eftablijhed; and likewife the Pro-

tefiant Churches of Scotland and Ireland, confor-

mable to the Laws of each rejpeclive Kingdom, toge-

ther with a Toleration to all Proteflant Diffenters ;

He being utterly averfe to all Perfecution and Op-

prejjion whatfoever, particularly on Account of Con-

fciencc and Religion ; and his Son being perfeclly con-

vinced of the Reafonablenefs and Equity of the fame

Principles, in Confequence thereof thereby declares,

that all Perfons jhall be maintained in thefull Enjoy-

ment and Pcjjejfion of all their Rights, Privileges

md Immunities, and ejpecially oj all Churches, Uni-

verfities and Schools, conjormable to the Laws of the

Land, which he declares fhall ever be the unaltera-

ble Rule of his Government.

The reading this ridiculous Rhapfody mult fire

the Breaft of every one, who deferves the Name

of an Englijhman, with Indignation ; a greater In-

fult furely was never offered by the Pen of a Je-

iuit
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fait to the common Underftanding of every Pro-

tectant and Freeman in the Kingdom.

As to the Freedom of a Britifli Parliament to

be called by the Pretender, my Countrymen will

all agree, its Freedom will equal that of Paris,

where this Declaration was prepared, and from

whence it is dated : As to its being chofen .

out Corruption, or any other undue Influence, without

being a Prophet, one may foretell it will be in

this Refpect on a Par with that chofen on a

like Occafion in the Reign of Queen M:ry, in

which Gardiner took effectual Care, that none

fhould fit but fuch as he was allured would

concur in reftoring Popery.

As to his fettling, confirming and fcuring the

Rights Ecclefiaftical and Civil of thefe Kingdoms ;

they are already fo well fettled and fecured, in

Oppofition to hereditary Right, and every other

flavifh Principle, that they (land in need of no

new Settlement, and it will not be in the Power

of the Pretender, againft the univerfal Senfe and

Opinion of a free-born and brave People, to

unhinge them. The Word Rights, as ufed in

this Paragraph, is entirely Equivocal, and a Piece

of Jefuitical Legerdemain, to impofe on plain-

meaning Men : If the Pretender had meant,

that he was ready to fecure to us the quiet Pol-

feflion of all the Rights and Properties we en-

joy under his prefent Majefty (which is what he

would have every Engli/hman underftand by it)

he mould have added the Words, as at p
B Pol
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pffeffed and enjoyed, or others of die like Import,

there not being a Liberty or Property we are

in Pofleffion of, which, under a Popifh Prince,

who will underftand thefe Words in a quite diffe-

rent Senfe, we fhoukl not, by Virtue of their

Doctrine of Equivocation and mental Referva-

tion, be told we have no Right to ; as our Title to

them depends chiefly on Laws, which he will

fay were made by Rebels, or are of no Autho-

rity : The Uti Pojfidetis was not intended by the

Perfon who penned this Declaration, Laymen

continuing in PofTeflion of Abby-Land, and Lay

Impropriations, &c. being inconfiftent with

Popery.

As to his maintaining the Church of England,

as by Law ejlablijhed j — The Pretender certainly

intends it in the Jefuitical Meaning of the Words.

— The Expreflions, the Church of England, as

by Law ejlablijhed, and the Laws of the Land, ufed

in this Declaration, are equivocal Terms, and un.

derftood by Papifts to mean a different Church,

and different Laws from thole which Englijhmen

and Proteftants always apply them to. Had he

intended thefe very material Words in the Senfe

he would have us underftand them in, he mould

have added, and as at prefent ufed and exercifed.

The following Quotation from the Speech of a

late Reverend Prelate made in the Houfe of

Peers in the Year 1704, will fet this in the

cleared Light

" I knew
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" I knew, faid he, one of the mod eminent

" Papifis of the Age, who ufed often to fay, he

" was for the Church <?/ England, as by Law efta-

" bh[h:d. I took the Liberty to ask him, how
" fuch a Profefiion did agree with his Sincerity?
1 ' He anfwered , He locked on the Laws of 0ueen

" Mary, as yet in full Force \ for he thought
ct Qjeen Elizabeth , who repealed them, had no
" more Right to the Crown than Oliver Crom-
" well had; lb that her Laws were no Laws."

There is not a Papiil in the Kingdom, who,

if the Pretender mould fucceed, would not argue

in the fame candid Manner.

As to his granting Toleration to Prcteftant Dijfnt-

ers\ his Friends, in the Year 1714, gave the

DifTenters a fure Earned of his good Intentions

towards them, in the Care they took, by the

Bill agiinft Schifm, of the Education of their

Children, whereby the DiiTenters were reduced to

the cruel Neceility, either of educating their

Children in a Way they did not approve, or

of leaving them without any proper Inllruclion.

As to the Pretender's being utterly averfe to all

Perfection and Oppreffwn, particularly on Account of
Conference and Religion, and the pretended Regenrs
being perfeclly eonvinced of the ReafmabUnef and
Epity of the fame Principle,— The<e are" I

doxes, which carry lb much-of.rhe Brogue, and
of .-.';. Omers with then, and are fuch an Infult

on Truth and cpromon Honefty, that they fcarce

delerve a fcrious Anfwer.

B 2 The
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The Pretender, and his Children, are avow-

ed Papifts ; they do not fo much as pretend to

be Proteftants ; they live in the public Exercife

and Profeffion of the Popifh Religion ; his Son

is attended in the prefent Expedition by a Fa-

ther Confefibr, who, it is faid, is a Jefuit, and

his Cabinet Council are all of them Irijh Papifts.

Circumftances that muft convince Proteftants

of their Inclination to Perfecution.

In 1714, fotne Feints were made of a diftant

Probability^ that the Pretender might turn Pro-

tectant; and in a Paper of Promifes, dated the

3d of January, 17 14, O. S. which was difperfed

in his Name, previous to the Rebellion, all over

England, he, wieh a Sincerity, of a Piece with

that which runs thro' every Line of his prefent

Declaration, was pleafed to exprefs himfelf in the

following Manner.

" The King having impartially confidered

" both the Sufferings of the Royal Family, and
i( the Troubles and difmal Profpect of thefe

tc Kingdoms; and being willing to remove all

'* Qbftructiohs, and to give the utmoft Satisfac-

" lion that is in his Power, not only to the juft

*' Expectation, but even to the Wiflies of his

if People.

" As to the chief Objection, the Difference of

" Religion, his Majefty hopes, that all good Men
" will confider, that he was driven out of his

* c Country in his Cradle ; and that every Body's

c-' Education being the Choice and Bufinefs of

" their
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* c their Parents, he was educated by his' Parents

" in the Religion, and in that Church they

f* themfelves thought to be beft. And now,

" fmce he has been thus educated, and never

" feen any other Church, if he fhould declare

" himfelf a Proteib.nt, very few, even of his

" Friends, would believe him; and his Enemies

" would be fine to turn it againft him, not only

tc
as a mean and difhonourable, but dangerous

" Dffimuktion.

" It is not pOiTible for him, in his prefent

" Circumftances, to enter into Difputes about

" Matters of Religion \ and public and formal

" Difputes are rarely attended with any real Ad-

«* vantage ; but as foon as it pleafes God to give

" him the full and free Opportunity of Con-

" verfation with his own Subjects, he promifes

" upon Bis Honour, that he will fairly hear and

" examine whatfoever any good Man, Church-

" man, or Layman, fhall reprefent to him in

" thefe Matters •, and whatfoever (hall be the

" Refult, as to his own private Opinion, his Ad-

" miniftration fhall be according to the Laws and

" Qmftitution, without giving the lcaft Ground

" of Offence, or making the lead Encroach-

" mem."

My Countrymen, in the Year 17 14, were not

to be impofed on by fuch tinfel Arguments

;

for which Reafbn they have now loft even this

glimmering Hope : And by the Pretender's Si-

lence in his prefent Declaration, concerning his

own
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cwn Religion, we may conclude, all Hopes of

his Converfion to out's are over, and, that if we

will have him, we mud have his Religion alio,'

without his promifing to fecure that which we
profefs to us, in any other but the equivocal

Manner above-mentioned.

General Cope's Defeat would, without Doubt,

have been attended and magnified by the Rebels,

by a Day of public Thankfgiving at Edinburgh,

had not this Bigotry of Religion prevented it

;

as a Papift, the Mock-Regent could not alfift

at an Act of Kirk- Worship •, and the finging

Te Deum, and celebrating High Mafs in Edin-

burgh, in thi prefent Situation of his Affairs, was

thought improper, and fomewhat too-foon.

Periecution, on Account of Confcience and Re-

ligion, was formerly efteemed to be the pecu-

liar Badge of the Roman Church ; but, if the

Pretender is to be believed, in Oppofition to the

Practice of the Court of Rome m this and all for-

mer Ages, Perfecution is entirely inconfiftent

with the Genius and Principles of Popery.— Nu-
.merous Decrees of Councils, the Confent of almofl

all the Doctors of the Church, the Bulls of Popes,

and the fettled Maxims of the Canon Law, af-

firm it to be the fundamental Duty of Catholics to

extirpate Herefy and Heretics by Fire and Sword
where-ever, and when ever they can; and their

Practice for many Ages hath been uniformly cor-

refpondent and agreeable to this Principle. No
Age,
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Age, no Country, in which Popery has pre-

vailed, is without fome very deep Marks of this

fuperftitious Fury, which never lets them reft

'till they have converted or deftroyed all the

Proteftants that are under their Power, and, what

is more terrible, they commit thefe horrid Cru-

elties with Joy and Calmnefs of Mind, without

lying open to the lead Remorfe from Nature,

believing they do God good Service by thus

butchering their Fellow-Creatures.

It is not infinuated, that our Invader hath

renounced thefe Doctrines, or fcperated from the

Church of Rome, in this, or any other Particu-

lar, which makes his attempting to palm this

impudent Falfhood on Mankind the more re-

markable. — To conclude, whoever can believe

the Pretender fincere in this Part of his Declara-

tion, is capable of believing the Doctrine of

Tranfabftantiation in its utmoft Extent.

As to his Declaration, that the Laws of the

Land/hall be the unalterable Rule of his Government -,

I have already taken Notice of the equivocal

Senfe, in which a Popifh Prince muft ufe thefe

Words.— But the Argument bears harder on the

Pretender, it being evident he cannot mean

thereby, the Laws we at prefent enjoy, fince many

of thofe Laws exclude him from any Title to dif-

turb us, were rmde agamft Popery, and have de-

clared him to Traitor, and as fuch fet a

Price upon . By Virtue therefore of the

laudable DoclrL Equivocation, mental Eva-

fion,
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fion, and fecret Refervation, he can mean there-

by only, thatfane Part of our Laws, fuch as he (hall

like ; or, in other Words, that his own arbitrary

Will (hall be the Rule of his future Govern-

ment ; FOR SUCH WILL BE HIS PLEASURE.

Inftead of afluring the ' Owners of the public

Funds, that, when this mighty Revolution fhall

be brought about, they fhall be quieted in the

Enjoyment of their Properties •, he fpeaks out,

and by a kind of fortunate Infatuation difcovers,

what in Policy fhould have been difilmbled, un-

til he was more fure of Succefs, and in exprefs

Terms directs his Commanders to feize the Revenues

of Cujloms and Excife, and all other public Money

to his own Use.

The Lofs of all the public Funds, the total

DeftrucrJon of public Credit, and the utter Ruin

of fo many Families, whofe Settlements and Bread

are embarked in them, is a Threatening that

might have been fpared. The Proprietors of more

than fifty Million Pounds Sterling of Property,

had he no other Oppofers, are alone fufficient to

defeat the Hopes, and difiipate the Force of the

Pretender, and his Adherents.

The Landholders, in his Intereft, have been

tantalized with Expectations, that after the pub-

lic Funds fhall be annihilated, the Land Tax will

be abolifhed, and the Produce of Part of the other

. Taxes applied to eafe the Land.—But this is a vain

Expectation, fince, to ufe the Words of an Au-

thor,
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thor, who formerly wrote on this Sub'ect,* Thefe

very T^xes, under a Popiih and Arbitrary Prince,

would be the Inftruments that would rivet our

Chains, and compleat our Deftruction. Under

/uch a Prince, our Taxes, and our Funds, will

be certainly continued ; but
3
inftead of being ap-

plied as they are, to the Payment of the Intereft

of lawful Debts, contracted for our Security, and

to prevent our becoming a Province to France,

and being the Slaves and Vaffals of the Pope,

and the Pretender, they will be feized by this

new Government as lawful Prize, and applied to

difcharge a long Roll of Foreign Debts, con-

traded by the Pretender, or his Family, fince his

Father's Abdication.

In Juftiflcation of this it will be faid, That

they were given to keep out our lawful King, and

ought to be made Uie of to keep him in : That,

if we were fo prodigal of our Wealth, for the

Support of Rebellion and Faction ; can we refufe

theic Revenues, which are now no longer our

own, but in Poffcffion of the Enemies of the E-

ftablifhment, who gained them at firft by Stock-

Jobbing and Extortion, and now keep them as

the Price of Difloyalty and Treafon : Can we re-

fufe Revenues (Co ill got, granted for fiich bad

Purpofes, and fo ill applied) to iecure the lineal

Government, founded upon a Succefllon of our

natural Princes? Thde Revenues, therefore,

C which-

* Cafe's Let
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which are now our Property, and the Property of

our Neighbours and Relations, will then be uni-

ted to the Crown, which will be thereby enabled

at Pleafure to intermit the Meeting of Parlia-

ments, without being diftreiTed to raife Money

by any of thofe illegal Methods formerly prac-

tifed -, the Law hath already prefcribed the

Payment of thefe Taxes, and the wrong Appli-

cation of them when raifed will be the natural

Confequence of an arbitrary Government.

The uniting thefe Taxes to the Crown would*

therefore, fix an abfolute Power there, deftroy,

at one Blow, the whole Property and Trade of

the Kingdom, and entail lading and irretrieva-

ble Slavery upon ourfelves, and our Pofterity.

At prefent, if prudent Methods be taken, thefe

great Debts may in Time be paid honeftly off,

and we again fee our felves a difengaged People.

But upon fiich a dreadful Turn, as France and the.

Pretender meditate, they will be thrown into a

free Gift, and our Taxes will be made perpetual,

to perpetuate our Slavery.

Having thus finifhed my Remarks on every

Thing I thought deferved Obfervation in thefe.

Papers, it will not be improper, if, to ufe the

Pretender's Words, I take Notice of fome Omif-

fions that are contained therein.

There are no Promifes or Aflurances given to

the Proprietors, of Church or Abbey Lands, of

the Irijb or other Forfeited Eftates; to the Bank,

South-
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South-Sea, or Eaft-India Company ; to thofe who,

fince 1688, have had any Grants of Titles, or

Eftates from the Crown, that, mould tins Preten-

der fucceed, they fhall be quieted in the Enjoy-

ment of their Honour?, Privileges, Properties,

or Eftates ;
—— they will, therefore, by the Let-

ter of this Declaration, lye abfolutely at the

Mercy of the Conqueror.

But. had the Pretender thereby, in the mod

exprefs Terms, promifed every Man in the

Kingdom, the quiet Enjoyment of their Re-

ligion, Titles, Eftates and Properties, in the

fame Manner as they now enjoy them; had his

other Promifes been ever fo clear and explicit, and

liable to none of the foregoing Objections in

Point of Extent or Exprefiion, no Proteftant, who

had the Ufe of common Senfe, could poffibly be

fo very weak, or foolifh, to be duped by them.

No Oaths, no Obligations we can give him, or

he can take, will be of any Security to us, or of

any Force with him. The Council of Conftance

declared, " That Faith is not to be kept with

" Hereticks : Our Obligation to God (fay they)

" is a prior and ftronger Obligation, which avoids

" and makes null every other Tye.'*— .-., And

the Actions of Roman Catholicks, in every Age

fincc, have proved this to be an invariable Article

of their Practice and Belief; infomuch, that — , a

great Prince, who was at the Head of theProteftant

Intereft, ufed to fay of the Proteftant Princes in

C 2 Germany,
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Germany, That they had left off taking the Oaths
of Popifh Princes on the Treaties they made
with them, becaufe they found that thefe Princes
reckon'd Oaths to be religious Actions, and, as

fuch, at the Difpofal of their Priefts ; and that there-

Fore they now only took their Word, which the
Popifh Princes fometinaes thought themfelves bound
in Honour to obferve, as they were Gentlemen.

This Principle renders all the Securities of
Oaths and Promifes from Papifts ineffedual, it

being their Duty to ad: contrary to them, and a
Difpcnfation from Rome, or a private Confefifor,
will at any 1 ime quiet any little Struggles of
Confcience or Honour which may rife in them
againft fuch Perfidy : It makes it unfafe to dwell
under the fame Roof, within the fame Country
with them

; becaufe their Superftition diflblves not
only all natural Ties, but all exprefs and volunta-
ry Engagements they can enter into, if they af-

terwards think them injurious to their Church.
This alone can account for the continual Breaches
of all Promifes and Oaths that Popifh Princes
make to their Proteftant Subjects, or from Popifh
Subjects to their Proteftant Princes, and is the
great Reafon why Popifh Governments are al-
ways arbitrary.

The Repealing the Edict of Nantes, fworn to
by the Kings of France at their Coronations, the
Maflkcresof Paris and Ireland, and the Cruelties
pradis'd by Queen Mary, mutt convince every

reafonable
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reafonable Man that the Roman Catholicks not
only believe, but pra&ifc this Doctrine.
The Proteftants of Suffolk took Part with the

Pnncefs Mary, a Papift, againft the Lady Jane
Gray, a Protcftant, upon Condition that (Be would
not alter the Religion eftablifiied by her Brother
King Edward the Sixth, which the Princefs Mary
folemnly promiied to perform, and to be content
with the private Excrcif of her own Religion

In lefs than one Month (he changed her Lan
guage, and declared in Council, that me would
not force Proteftants to change their Religion

She foon after advanced a Step further? and if
fued a Proclamation, in which (he declared (he
would compel none of her Subjects in Matters of
Religion, 'tillpublick Order Jhould be taken in it
by common Affent, or, in other Words, 'till fhe
could model a Parliament that would concur with
her fn it.

In lefs than three Months after her Promife to
the Suffolk Men the Parliament met, and repealed
King Edward's Laws concerning Religion; and
not long after another Parliament was called more
agreeable to the religious Views of the Queen in
which both Houfes addreffed the King and
Queen, that they would intercede with the Pope's
Legate to reconcile them to the See of Rome ; and
accordingly both Houfes, on their Knees, received
A.bfolution from the Legate, whofe Impudence
was fuch, that he at the fame Time denounced the

Judgments
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Judgments of God againft the Poflfeflbrs of

Church Lands, in which were included great Part

of the Nobility and Gentry prefent.

A cruel Perfecution was foon after begun, and

all England was filled with the Flames of Mar-

tyrs, of which 284 were burnt in this Reign with-

out any Regard had to Age or Sex •, and in a

particular Manner the Proteftants of Suffolk^ by

whofe Afliftance the Queen gained the Crown,

were the early Victims of her religious Zeal, and,

by the fiery Tryals they underwent, have taught

Poflerity that Proteftants ought not to put any

Truft in the Promifes of Papifts.

The Friends and Agents of the Pretender will

infinuate, that He is not of a Temper to take fuch

Cruel Meafures.——Were that true,——which

we have no Reafon to believe, 1 the fame

may be faid of Queen Mary ; the Cruelties in her

Reign are not to be attributed to the natural

Temper of the Queen, which her Enemies allow

wa3 not cruel, but to her Religion, which incul-

cated the doing fuch Actions as meritorious.

The Queftion at prefent is not, Whether

we will be governed by this or that Prince,

according to the Laws and Conftitution of our

Country? but, Whether we mail be the free

Subjects of a Proteftant King, or the Slaves of

©ne who will be a Slave to France-, of One who

has been educated in the Maxims of abfolute Ty-

ranny, who will not think himfelf bound by

Laws,
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Laws, which he will fay were made by Rebels, but

will deftroy thofe Parliaments which have declared

him to be a Tray tor-, who has been educated and

is zealous in a Religion, which ever thirds for the

Blood of Proteftants, and has been an Eye Wit-

nefs of the Succefs of extirpating Herefy, by Dra-

goons and Gallies ?

* What (as Mr. Addifon obferves*) can we ex-
8

pec~t. from an Army bleft by the Pope, headed

* by a zealous Roman Catholick, encouraged by
* the mod bigotred Princes of the Church of

' Rom:, fupported by Contributions, not only

' from thefe feveral Potentates, but from the
5 wealthiest of their Convents, and ofEcer'd by
1 Irijh Papifts, and Outlaws ? The Rebels have
« already (hewn us, that they want no Inclina-

' tion to promote their Caufe by Fire and
6 Sword, where they have an Opportunity of
* pradtifing their Barbarities. Should fuch a
' fierce and rapacious Hon: of Men, as that

* which is now near Edinburgh, fall down into

* our Country that is fo well peopled, adorned
* and cultivated, how would this March be di-

* flinguifhed by Ravage and Devaluation ! might
* not we fay of them in the fubJLme and beauti-

* ful Words of the Prophet, defcribing the Pro-

' grete of an enraged Army from the North'.

' Before them is as the Garden of Eden, and be-

hind them as the defolate Wildernefs j yea, and
' nothing fhall efcape them.

Will

* Freeholder.
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Will the Proteftant States of Europe (to ufe

with fome Variation the Words of an Author

who wrote in the Year 1714) fo forget them-

felves as to fuffer this great and mighty Na-

tion to fall into the Hands of a Popifh King ?

If they will not, Whence then can this Pretender

fccure himfelf, but by the Affiftance of France

and Spain ? And can any Man believe they will

venture their Treafure, and their Arms, where

they expect to reap no Advantage ?——Should

they infill on the moft extravagant Terms, fhould

Spain demand Gibraltar and Jamaica -, and France,

befides Cape Breton, infill that Plymouth and Portf-

mouth, nay Chatham itfelf, fhould be delivered

into their Hands, with what Face can the Pre-

tender refufe it ? He can refufe nothing to a

Family that protected his Father, educated and

maintained him, and made fo many Attempts in

his Favour, and by whofe Means alone he can

ever hope to poffefs thefe Kingdoms. Is it poffi-

ble to imagine he will hefitate in granting all they

afk, when he confiders he has no Profpect of ever

gaining the Crown but by their Affiftance ? It

is much more probable he will confent to any

Terms, and endeavour to fix his Government

here by a (landing Army of Paplfts. We (hall

be then told that Proteftant and Englifh ones,

which already betrayed the Father, will betray

the Son, and cannot be trufted : That our fre-

quent Rebellions render us unfit to be relyed on 5

and that if we turned out a Proteftant Prince

whom
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whom we ourfelves called in, we (hall be apt*

upon the leaft Difguft or Caprice, to turn out our

hereditary King, as we did his Father. Thus

fupported, if he follows the Dictates of his Edu-

cation, his Paffion and his Religion, he will flrip

us of our Properties, and root up, if poflible, the

very Memory of our Liberties and Religion.

This is what we are to look for if the Pre-

tender ever gets Pofleffion of this Kingdom, and

what elfe can be expected from one who has been

bred up by the Jefuits, the falfeft and mod inve-

terate of all our Enemies, in a Country where the

greateft Tyranny, both in Religion and Civil Go-

' vernment, is exercifed, and who comes full of

Revenge, and fired with Refentment againft a

Nation who have long excluded him from what

he has been taught to believe his Right.

All the Invafions in his Favour have been un-

dertaken more to fupport the ambitious Defigns

of France, whofe Tool and political Puppet he is,

than out of any Expectation of his conquering

thefe Kingdoms. The Invafion in 1708 was

calculated with that View •, and we all know the

prefent infolent Attempt is folely owing to this

Nation's having ^ feafonably and vigorcuQv un-

dertaken the Defence of the Houfe of Auftria,

and the Liberties of Europe, in Oppofition to the

ambitious Defigns France had formed for de-

prefiing the one and enflavirig the other.

We cannot therefore be drawn in to give any

Countenance cr AfMance to the les of

ourworft and xnoft inveterate Enemy.

D Let
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Let us not be impo'fed on by fulfe Notions of
tnjuftice, founded on the ridiculous Pretentions of
hereditary Right, and, out of a weak Compaffion
for one jPcrfon who is juftly and legally excluded,
be cruel to ourfelves, our Country, andourPof-
terity. What Right can this Pretender infill on ?

He can have no Right but what his Father could
leave him,—-which was none •, — (not to mention
the Grounds there are to believe he is but a pre-

tended Son).

^

We can never forget the many folemn Oaths
his pretended Father broke, the High Commif
fion Court he erected, which was little better than
a Court of Inqwfition\ his committing to Prifon,

and profecuting divers worthy Prelates, for hum-
bly petitioning to be excufed from concurring in

his arbitrary Proceedings; his levying Money, and
applying it to the Ufe of the Crown, by Pre-

tence of his Prerogative, without Authority of
Parliament ; his raifing and keeping a Jlanding

Army within this Kingdom in Time of Peace,
without Confent of Parliament, and quartering

Soldiers contrary to Law; his difarmingPr*-
teftants at the fame Time Papijls were illegally

armed and employed ; his violating the Freedom

of Election of Members to ferve in Parliament;
his taking away the Charters- from Corporations ;

his procuring corrupt Juries, taking exceffive Bails,

jmpofing exceftve Fines, inflicting illegal and cruel

Pmifnmmts, and making Grants and Promijes of

Fines
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Fines and Forfeitures, before any ComriSion or

Judgment againft the Perfons upon whom the fame

were to be levied*, and the innocent Blood he caufed

to be fhed during his fhort Reign ; and all this with

a View to perform the Promife he had made to

the Jefuits, that he would either convert the Nation,

or die in the Attempt.\ Did he not, upon the

lame Principle, afiume to himfelf an Authority

to difpenfe with thofe Laws which he had fworn

to obferve, and which were the Condition upon

which he was crowned, and the Terms on which

his Subjects fwore to obey him ? Did he not by

thefe, and innumerable other Ac~ts of Violence

and Injuftice, forfeit his Right to the Crown, and

declare he would no longer be our King, by thus

taking upon him the Power of a Tyrant? And,
after all this, Did he not abdicate his Crown,

after having, by a Series of Mifconduct and

Wickednefs, forfeited all Right to rule over us ?

Kings were intended for the Prefervation of the

People they were to govern, not for their De-

ft ruction. 1 No one will lay it is unjuft to de-

fend our Lives and Eftates againft a Robber, or

our Country againft an Invader : A Tyrant is

worfe than thefe ; he is one whom we have truft-

ed, and who has betrayed us; he is a Father who
has endeavoured to deftroy his Children ;

—— and

fuch a one was King James the Second, the pre-

* Vid. Declaration of Rights.

f Vid. the Liege Letter.

D 2 tended



1 28 ]

tended Father of oar Invader.—— It is ftrange

it mould ever enter into the Minds of rational

Creatures, to infift it is unjuft for Men to defend

the common Rights of Men, or to think it a

Crime for a Man to hazard his Life to preferve

his Country from Slavery and Opprefilon

Carifunt Parentes, cari Liberia propinqui,J"amiliares :

Sed otnnes omnium Caritates Patria una Compkxa eft

;

Pro qua quis bonus dubitet mortem oppetere, ft eiftt

Prcftiturus ?
*

We have received from our Anceflors Laws and

liberties, which they bravely purchafed, and

often defended with their Blood. We cannot be

lb degenerate as to tranfmit, in their Stead, Sla-

very and Tyranny to our Pofterity. The Laws

both of God and Nature oblige us to ftandfaft in

the Liberty wherewith he has made us free. We
begot o«r Children in Freedom ; mail we permit

them to be Slaves ? Let it not be ever faid that

a few defpicable Traitors at Home, and thofe

Enemies we have fo often triumphed over Abroad,

were able to accomplifh the Ruin of this mighty

Nation. It cannot be pofiible that we, who have

fo often and fo gloriouQy overthrown the Troops

of France and Spain in Battle, fhould bow our

Necks to a Viceroy they (hall fend us. Reflect on

the Confequence of fuch a Behaviour. Can we

bear to fee llich of our Friends or Relations, who

* Cicero.

will
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will not renounce their Religion, nor embrace

the impious Idolatry of the Church of Rome,

flaming in the publick Places of our Cities ? We,
who were once the Terror of our Enemies, who
were at the Head of the Confederacy in Europe

againft the Univerfal Monarchy that was at-

tempted by France, cannot live and fee ourfelves,

our Country, our Trade, our Liberties, and

every Thing that is valuable among Men, de-

voured by that ambitious Tyrant. It mud raife

the Indignation of every Briton, to think there

is a Pofllbility of our becoming Subjects to thofe

whom we heretofore trampled on •, of having our

Country ravaged, and our Cities deftroyed, by

thofe, whom, when we could have conquered,

we fpared % and of being treated with Contempt,

by thofe who once trembled at our Name.

I do not fay this from any Apprehenfions that

my loyal Countrymen will be flack in oppofing

our Invaders. I have reprefented to them. in-

deed, in a ftrong Light, what we have to appre-

hend, and how nearly we are threatened ; be-

caufe, to Men of true Courage, the greater Dan-

ger ftands before them, and the greater Shame

they fee will attend them if they do not fur-

mount it, the greater Valour and Refolution is

thereby raifed in them to bear up againft it.

I will never believe that Men, who, for theit

Bravery and Fortitude, have been the Glory of

Europe, and the Delight of all Nations, will at

this
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this Time, through Fear or Remiflhefs, fuffer

France and the Pretender to triumph over us. -

If they mould, they will defervedly become the

Scorn and Contempt of the prefent Age, and be

infamous and accurfed by lateft Pofterity. But

this can never be the Cafe of Men who will fhed

the laft Drop of their Blood, before they will

fubmit to fuch reproachful Terms. What is

Death, if compared to a Life led with Shame and

Ignominy ? And how much more will it become

Freemen and Britons to die glorioufly, in defend-

ing the Liberty of their Country, than to live

bafely beneath an inglorious Slavery.

Lincoln*s-Inn,

Oclober 12, 1745.
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