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History of ULethoclism in ITlorewoocl

^d T IS impossible to compute the influences for good that are

^1 exerted through a period of years by any Christian com-
**-* munity, much less by any one institution or organization

within such community. The Kingdom of God is likened by
the Master to hidden leaven, a force silent but mighty and all-

permeating in its influences.

In contemplating the history of Morewood Methodism we
are immediately carried back to the small beginnings of human
activities in the Township of Winchester, when, about the

middle of the nineteenth century, settlers began the work of

home-building in this district. When there were but a few
homes established in the midst of the woods the voice of

Methodist itinerant missionary and preacher made itself

heard. These men were courageous and zealous shepherds of

the scattered sheep, and persistently followed them through

the forests, across streams, despite all hazards, and brought to

them the Word of Life. Among the first of these pioneer

preachers of sacred memory are the Reverends William

Modsley and William Howse. For these men there were no
fine churches or comfortable parsonages. They shared the

hardships and perils of the times, conducting the worship of

God in the homes and barns of the humble settlers. "The
word of God was precious in those days," and the hard-work-

ing people with hungering souls met together at every oppor-

tunity to hear the word of life.

At a very early period in the history of the settlement a

school-house was erected at Cannamore, where the cheese fac-

tory now stands, in which the people worshipped for some
years. Here a revival was held which was destined to have

far-reaching effect on the future life of the community be-

cause of the character of the people who were brought under
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its influence. A young lady, Miss Stevens, who afterwards

became the wife of Mr. Wm. Carruthers, was converted in this

meeting, as were also Mr. Wm. Stephenson, Mr. Wm.
McWatters, and others.

As time went on the gradual process of development in the

life of the community revealed itself in the provision of an

ampler place for community gatherings for social life and for

worship, in the form of a building known as 'The Temple,"

erected on Lot Twenty-three of Concession Ten. In this build-

ing worship was conducted for a number of years. Its even-

tual destruction by fire resulted in leading our fathers, men
of deep devotion and keen vision, to take steps to provide for

themselves and for us a house of God, a place of prayer in the

present church, in which we, their children, are still glad to be

found worshipping their God and ours.

The first official meeting for planning the building of a

church was held in the home of Mr. Hodson Reveller in 1872

under the chairmanship of the Rev. John Holmes. There were

present at this meeting Mrs. J. McConnell and Messrs. Hodson

Reveller, Robert McConnell, Thomas Barrington, Simon Bogart,

Wm. McWatters, and Edwin Gardner.

The zeal and self-sacrifice of these stalwarts would brook

no difficulty, and it was decided to build a church. The chosen

site, where the church still stands, was deeded gratis by Mr.

Thomas McConnell, whose father, John C, a native of Ireland,

had come to Winchester in 1850 and settled on Lot Twenty-

three of the Tenth Concession, a farm still in the family, and

at present owned by Mr. Ernest McConnell, grandson of the

original proprietor.

The members of the original Trustee Board were Messrs.

Thomas Barrington, Alexander C. McConnell, Robert McCon-

nell, Hodson Reveller, Thomas Reveller, Andrew Elliott, Edwin

Gardner, James McConnell, John Hughes and Thomas Stephen-

son. The Building Committee included Messrs. Thomas Mc-

Connell, James Reveller and Edwin Gardner.

The building of a church, such as the Morewood Methodist

Church, was no light undertaking for those times, and it was
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clearly recognized that all must bear their share according to

their ability. The original subscription list, taken at the first

meeting when it was decided to build a church, reveals the fol-

lowing names and amounts

:

Mrs. J. McConnell $400.00

Mr. Hodson Reveller 400.00

Mr. Wm. McWatters 100.00

Mr. Thomas Barrington 100.00

Mr. Simon Bogart 100.00

Mr. Edwin Gardner 100.00

Besides these contributions Mr. McWatters gave free ac-

cess to his bush for any timber or lumber needed in building,

while James Reveller and Robert McConnell gave a year's

work with their horses drawing materials, and when a second

subscription was taken each of the original subscribers gave

$100 more, while others gave as high as $125. Provision was
made for the erection of what was generally recognized as the

finest Methodist church in rural Ontario in its day. This splen-

did brick building, with its fine steeple and beautiful interior-

frescoed walls, arched pulpit with hovering dove, stood, free of

debt, a monument indeed to the men and women who built it,

when it was dedicated to the worship of God in July, 1875.

The Service of Dedication was conducted by the great Dr.

James Elliott, who chose for his text the very appropriate

passage from Psalm 122 : 1 : "I was glad when they said unto

me, let us go into the house of the Lord."

The work thus so well begun was most successfully car-

ried on by the Rev. T. G. Williams, who was superintendent of

the circuit at this important time, and by a long line of worthy

successors.

It is interesting to note that during these early days this

church was one of seven appointments comprising the Win-

chester circuit, and was known at that time, not as Morewood
Church, but as "McConnell's" Class. The order of classes com-

prising the circuit was as follows:
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1. Winchester, now Chesterville.

2. Becker's Chapel, now Elma.

3. Summers, now Summers' Settlement.

4. Hughes, now Melvin's.

5. Bates' Corners, now Winchester.

6. McConnell's, now Morewood.
7. Henderson, now Near Grantly.

In 1878, under the superintendency of Rev. John Scanlon,

the name was changed from McConnell's Class to Morewood
Church. The membership at this time Was fifty-two, and the

amount paid to minister's salary was $165. In 1879 the boun-

daries of the circuit were changed by the removal of three of

the appointments, leaving Morewood, Chesterville, Grantly

and Dunbar in one circuit, which arrangement continued till

1884, when Chesterville and Morewood became a circuit by
themselves. In 1903 Morewood was separated from Chester-

ville and made the head of a circuit, having associated with it

Berwick and Cambridge. Other changes have been effected,

and since 1915 Morewood has been a single station.

During all these years a large number of individuals have

been associated with the work of the church who are highly

deserving of personal mention did space permit—men and

women whose very lives were closely entwined with the inter-

ests of the church. Foremost among these, standing out like

brilliant luminaries, are the names of John Hughes and

Thomas Barrington. The first of these, Mr. Hughes, was' a

great spiritual leader, who put the Church and the Kingdom
of God always first. To him for many years was committed

the responsibility of leading the Sunday School, the Class

Meeting, the Prayer Service and the Choir. Upon these insti-

tutions he left his mark, having given of his very best for

them. Mr. Barrington was a man' whose talent lay in a ^dif-

ferent direction, but who, as steward of the church, brought

his splendid ability as a financier to bear upon the life of the

church, giving always of his best for that institution which he

loved as his own life. As these men, with others who shared

with th^m the toils and joys of labour in the Church of God,
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look down over the years and watch our course, will they not

feel with the mother of the great Egerton Ryerson, who said

:

"Nothing so compensates for all my trials as that God of His

goodness should have inclined so many of my dear children to

seek His face and to testify that the ways of God are pleasant-

ness and peace. " Or with the Beloved Disciple when he said:

"I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in

truth."

FORMER PASTORS

1874-1876—Rev. T. G. Williams

1876-1878—Rev. J. B. Saunders

1878-1879—Rev. John Scanlon

1879-1882—Rev. Wm. Raney
1882-1885—Rev. G. G. Huxtable

1885-1888—Rev. H. W. Knowles

1888-1890—Rev. John Furgeson

1890-1893—Rev. J. E. Richardson

1893-1897—Rev. T. B. Conley, B.A.

1897-1900—Rev. W. T. Smith

1900-1903—Rev. Wm. Pearson

1903-1906—Rev. Wm. Beamish

1906-1907—Rev. A. G. Robertson

1907-1911—Rev. A. E. Hager, B.A.

1911-1912—Rev. Wm. Knox
1912-1914—Rev. E. C. James, B.A., B.D.

1914-1917—Rev. D. D. Elliott

1917-1922—Rev. Wm. Philp,D.D.

1922- Rev. H. S. Cooke
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RECORDING STEWARDS

1874-1881—A. C. Allison

1881-1884—Wm. R. Allison

1884-1903—Thomas Hamilton

1903-1909—Wm. Campbell

1909-1918—A. W. Reveller

1918- J. W. Smith

CHURCH ORGANISTS

Miss Anna Belle Hughes

Miss Amanda Smith

Miss Essie Glasgow

Mrs. A. W. Reveller

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS

Mr. Edwin Gardner

Mr. John Hughes

Mr. L. E. Shaver

Mr. Ezra Countryman

Mr. J. W. Smith

Mr. A. W. Reveller

Mr. J. W. Smith (second term)
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OUR PRESENT POSITION

A fully organized church, having the following depart-

ments: Sunday School, Ladies' Aid, Woman's Missionary So-

ciety, Mission Circle, Mission Band and Young People's League.

MEMBERS OF THE QUARTERLY OFFICIAL BOARD

Chairman—Rev. H. S. Cooke

Stewards—J. Wesley Smith (Recording Steward), Ira Barrington,

A. W. Reveller, J. T. Smith, G. A. Bogart, Wm. Irvine,

Allan Swerdfeger.

Local Preachers—J. W. Smith, D. Collison, H. Loucks, B.A.

Class Leaders—A. B. McConnell, J. T. Smith.

Trustee Board Representatives—Ernest McConnell, James Fetterley.

Society Representatives—A. B. Allison, Robert Kenny, Jacob Swerdfeger,

E. L. Munharvey, Joseph Moore.

President W. M. S.—Mrs. J. W. Smith.

President Ladies' Aid—Mrs. A. B. McConnell.

President Circle—Miss G. Faulkner.






