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CO

A Healing Quejiionpropounded
and refolved upon occajion of the late fuhlique

andfeafofjable Call to Humilidtion , in order to

love and union amongjl the honeji party ^ and

mthadejireto apply Balfometotherxfound^hc''

fore it become incurable*

^^g^^HE Qaeftion propoun^kd is, \Vh?t pofEbi-

•^ 'p^ i^ lity doth yet remaiii(allthings confidered)

•6^ 1 ^ ofreconciling and uniting the diflenting

^^^^^ judgments ofhoneft men within the three

Nations^ who flill pretend to agree in the

/pu»tx i*»^»cVr5 ai^ctr^aCMi c»ftii/» (\mp ©ood ca.u(e 1 and
r/hat are the means to eflfeO: this >

An[w, If it be taken for granted(as on the Magiftratcs
• art, from the ground inviting the people of England

and fFales to a (blemn day oF Fading and Humiliation,

ix»ay not be difpaircd Qf)that all the diffenting parties

agree ilill in the fpirit and reafbn of the fame righteous

caufc, the refolution fccnis very cleer in the affirmative

;

arguing not onely for apodibilityj but a great proba-
iiityhereo^^nayaneccflity daily approaching neerer

ttudnecrertocompcUitjif any or all of the difleming

parties intend or defire tobe fafc from the danger bfthe

common encmy^who is hot out ofwork^though at pr6*

Tent much out or fight and ob(ervation.

The grounds of this are briefly theft. Firft the caufe

nathftiilthe fame goociners in it as ever; anJ is o^
ought to te as much in the hearts cjfal good people that

^nive adhe- ed to it h is not leift to be valued now^tliefi

vv'hen neither blood nqrtreafure were thought too dedi*
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(2)
to carry kon, andhold it up from finking*, and hath

the fan^eOmn'potent God, whofe great Name is con-

cernei in it 5 as well as his peoples outward fafety and
wellfarc •, Who knows alfb how to give a revival to it,

when fecondary inftruments and vifiblcmeans Lil^ or

prove fleceitiul.

< Seconvily, The Perfbns concerned ancl engiged in

this Caiife, are ftill the fame as I e'bre ; wkh the advan-

tage of being morf tried, more enured to danger and
hard{hip5 and mere endeared to one another, by their

various and great experiences 3 as well of their own
hearts as their fellow-Erethrens Thefe are thefiinic

ftUl in heart an ' delire after the fame thing , which 's,

that being freed ont oft^e hands of their enemies, they

jnny Terve the I ord wltho'it feare, in holirieflt and righ-

teoufnenTe all the daies oftheir life.

As they have hid th's great goo 1 finally in their aims

Q if Declarations to nicn 5 and Appeals to God fignifie

any th'neXo, as a re-iuiflteto att;>in this they Al ! with
great cbeerfulnes & unanimity draw out themfelves to

the utmoft, in the maintenance ofa warAvhen all other

nieanes,firft eflaye 1 proved ineflfe^nnl. In the tnati ge-

ment ofthis war, it pleafed God Q the ri^hteos'S TudeC)

who w:.s appealed to in the controver fie ) o to blefs the

Council and Forces of the perfons concerned and e ga-

ged in this caufe , as in the end to make them abfolute

and con^pleat Conquerors over their common Enemy.
And by this me mes they had adde i unto the naturall

right which was in them before (andfo decWelby
their Representatives in Parliament aflembleb) t'?c

fight ofConqueftfor the ftrengthenlng oftheir juft c'ai 11

to be governed by National (Councils, and fucceUve Re-
prefentatives oftheir own eleftion and fetting up. This
they once thought they had been in pofl&'Tion of, when
it was ratified, as it were, in the blood ofthe laft King :

But of late a srreat interrupt'^on having happened unto
Micmin their formercxpcftiitions, and inftead thereof

(bmc



CO
/bmctbing rifing up thit fecmsrathcr accom mo dated to
the private and fcIHfh intcreft of a particular part (in
comparifon) then truly adequate to the common good
and concern ofthe whole Body engaged in this Cau^e:
Hence it is that this compared body is now ^ailing a{^

funder into n-'anydifTenting parts (a thing unforcf^en,

nor unhoped for by the common Enemy all along as
theT lall relief and if the'e breaches be not timely
hcaledjand the ofFences(V e'bre they t^ke too deep root)
removed, they will certainly work more to the advan-
tage ofour cornmon Enemy, then any of their own un-
wearied en.Icavours, & dangerous contrivances infor-
reign parts put altogether.

A ferious difcudion, and foVer enlarging upon theft
grounds

5^
will quickly give an infight into the ftate of

the Qiieftion^and naturally tend to a plain and familiar
refolution thereof.

That which is firft to be opened 5 is the nature and
goodnes ofthe Caufe •, whicn u.a : ^^^ carried in it its
own cvidciicc> would fcarce nive toun 1 }o -

ofthe
people ofGod adherers to itiwithin the Three Natioi,.^

contributing either their counfels^their purfcstheir bo-

dily pa'ns, or their afFeftions and pravers?^ as a combi-

ned ftrength ; without which, the military force alone

would have been little available to fubdue the common
Encry, and reftore to this whole bor^y the'r juft n.itu-

r 11 Rights in civil things^and true freedome in matters

of conscience.

Thetwolaft mentioned particulars, rightly dated,

will evidence fufficiently the nature and goodnefle of

this Cau(e
For the firft oFthefejthat is to fay, the Natural rights

wh'ch the whole party of Honeft men adhering to this

Ciujfe, are by fucceffe o^ their Arms reftored unto , for-

tified in, andmayclaime as their undeniable privi-

led^C;) that righteoufly cannot be taken from them,nor

A 2 they



C4>
they debarred from briaglng into cxercife , It lies in

this.

They are to have and enjoy the freedome ( by way
ofdutifuli compliancy and conditeention from ail the

parts and nierabers of this fociety ) to fet up meet

perfons in the place of SupremeJudicature andAutho-

rity amongft them; whereby they may have the ufe and
benefit of the choice ft light and wifcdome of the Nati^

on that they are capable to call forth, for the Rule and

Governnient under which they will live; and through

the orderly exercifc of fuch measure of wifedome and

Gounfel as the Lordin this way (hall pleafe togive unto

them 5 tofhapc and forme all fubordinate aftingsand

admmiftr^.tion* or Rule and Government , fo as (hail

btft ai)fwer the pubiique welfare and fafety of tbt

whole. . '

Thisj in ftibftance, is the right and freedome contain ,

ned in the nature and.^^'*'^*'^'^^ uf cde caufe, wherein

the Honeft -7 ' '''^^^
^f5"

5"ga^^^' For in thij, all the
^^, ...liars of Durcmll right and freedome arc com-
prehended, confervcd in and derived from their proper
root; In which whilft they groWjthey will ever thrive,,
flourifh and increafe : whereas on the concraryjifthere
be never fo miny fair branches of liberty planted on
the root of a private and felfih intereft, they will not
long profper, but niuft, within a little time^wither and
degenerate into the nature of that whereintochey are
planted. And hence indeed fprung the evi of that Go-
vernment which rofe in and with the Norman Con-
queft.

The root and bottome upon which it ftood,was not
pubiique intertft, but the private luft and will of the

Conqueror , who by force of amies did at fir ft deeein
the right and freedome which was , and is 5 due to the
whole body of the people; For ij^hofe fafety and good,
government it fclfisordainedbyC^od^ not for the par-

ticular
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ticiila*' benefit ofthe Rwlc-s.as a (lifting and private fft*

tercft of their own ; which yet.for the mofl pdrtjs not

onely preferred before the common ^oo; -.jbiit uphel i in

oppoittion thereunto.And asn fir ft theConqueror di^
by 'Violence and forccjdeny thfs freedoine to the people*,

wh'ch was their natural right and priviledge; fo he,

and his Succeflbrs all alongjay as bars md iniped'oients

to the true National intercft and publique good, in the

very Nation;! Councils and AfTemblies thenfelves;

which were conftitutcd in fuch a manner3as moft ferved

for the upholding ofthe privjte intereft of their Fami-

lies Ani this being challenged by them as their Pre-

rogative:, was found by the people affemllerl in Parlia-

menL,moft uuii ^hteou.sburJenfome, and deftruftiveto

their liberty And when they once perceived^ that by
this Engine nil their jurt rights were like to be deftroy-

.

cd, efpecially ( being backed, as it w;s, with the power
pfthe Militik.) which the late King, for that purpofe,

hid aflTumeiintohish'ndS:^ and would not, upon thj^

peoples application to him inParliament.part with in-

to the hands of that great Councill, who were beirto be

cntrufted with the N:.tion3 Safety) th*s was the ground
ofthe quarrell:, upon a civil account, between the King
and his p

' rty^j and the whole tody of adherents to ti e

cau^e ofthe peoples true liberty; whereof this fhort

•touch hath been given, and (hall fuffice for the opening

of the fir tl Branch of this Ca u 'e.

' The fecond branch which remaines brieOy to be hand-
led, is that which alfo upon the grounds of n.;tural

right is to be laid claim unto; but dif^inguifhes it felf

froii the former, as it refpeif^s a more heavenly apd ex-

cellent objeft , wherein the freedom e is to be exercifed

and enjoyed, tht is to fay, matters of Religion;>or that

concern the fervice and worfhip of God.
Unto this freedome the Nations of the World have

right and title;, by the purchafe ofChrifts blood 5 who
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ly vcrtue ofh's c^enli an J lefurrc^ion h become the

{ I Lord and Ruler in and ovei the confcience \ for to

thi> end ( h i*^ ded, ro e and revive % that he mi^ht be

Lord both ofthe deid an .^ ofthe living ; and th t every

one might 8;*ive an accovsnt of himfeH. in all matrersof

Gods worfhipjunto Go i and Chnftalone5as the'r own
'Mailer, unto whom they ftand or fdl in judge 'tent^-'^nd

are not inthe'e things to be opprefl^e ^^ or brought be-

fore the Judgment -feats of men. For why fhouldeft

thou fet at nought thy Brother in n^atters of his Faith

and confcience, and herein intru-e into the p ope r of-

fice ofChrif}, lince we are all to ftand before the fudg-
nient-feat of Chrift,whether Governours or governed,
and f y his decilion onely are capal le ofbeing declared

with certainty, to be in the right or in the wrong >

By vertuethen cfthis Supream Law, Cahd and con-
firmed in the blood ofChrift unto all men(whore (bu's

he challenges a propriety in, to bring under his inward
rule in the fervice an 1 worfhip ofGod) it isthitall

Magiflratesareto fear and forbear intermedling with

giving rule or i T)poling in thofe matters They a e to

content themfelves with what is pliin in their co n-

mi[fion,as ordained of Go j to be his Minifter unto men
for good, whileft they approve themfelves the doe s

of that which is good in the fi^ht ofn-en, and where-
of earth y and worldly Jud catares are cap .ble to make
a cleare andpcrfeft judgement : In which c^fe the Ma-
giftrate is tobe for praife and prote^ion to them. In

like manner he is tobe a Minifter ofterrour and re-

venge io thofe that doe evill in matters of outward
prafticejconverfejand dealings in the things ofthis life

between man and man^ for the caufe whereof the juci-

catures ofmen are appointed and frt up But to exceed

thefe limits,as it is not fafe nor warrantable for the Ma-
giftrate (in thit he vvho is higher then the higheft, re-

garJs, and will (hew himfel( difpleafed at it) fb nei-

ther
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ther is it good for the people, who hereby are nourinic4*

up in a biting', devouring, wrath ^iill fphit one agauift

another, and are ^onnd tranfgrelTors of that Royal la\V

which forbids us to doe that unto another, which we
woul J not have them do unto us,were we in their con-
dition.

Tbis fi eedo v.c then is ofhigh concern to be had and
cnioy, as well for the Magiftrates (akc, as for the peo-

ples oinrron good ^ and it confifts, as hath been iaid,

in the Matfiflrates for' e^iring to put forth the power of
rule rnd coercion in things hat God hath exen pteJ out
ofhisComrrilfion. Sothat all care requifite for the

peoples o* ta'ningthis,may beexercifed with gre. t eafe,

if it Ve tiken in its proper feafon and that this reftraint

be laid upon the S*upren^e Power before It beere£^e;^5as

afundimentalConflitiition smong others,i)pon which

the free confent of ihe people is given, to have the per-

fjns brought into the exercife ofSuprcmAuthority over

them, and on their beh If, and if besides, as a fuither

G:)nfirii ation hereunto , it be acknowle :'ge 1 1 eihe vo-

luntary ai^ of the ruling Power, when once brought

into a c p city ofafting legiflatively, that herein they

arc boun 1 1 p , anrl ju^ge it thei^ duty fo to be (both in

reference to Go I the Inflitutor ofM giPracyjand in re •

ference to the u hole Body tywhom they arc entrufted)

this great Melljng will here' ybefo well provi.'ed for,

that we (hall have no ciufe to fe.^e, as it may te orde-

red

By this meanes a great p.rt o^tbe outw rd exerclfe

ofAntichriftian Tyra ny . nd bondage wi Hire pi u eke 1

tjp by the very roots, which till fon>c fuch courfe be
held in it, will be iilwayes apt to renew and fprout out

afrefh, under fome new forme or refined appearances,

as I y late ye ^ res experience we have been taught. For
fince the fall o 'theBifhops and perfecutingPresl yteries,

thefan'e Spirit is apt to ari'~e in the next fort of Cler-

gy
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8^3 ^^^ ^^" getthe ear ot ihe Magiftrate, and pretend

Vj ihc keeping and ruling the confcicnce of the Gover"
nv>r8. Although this fpiric and praftiee hath been alt

along decried by the faithful adherents to this Caufe,

as a moft fore opprcflion, and infufferable yoke ofi)on-
dage, moft unrighteoufly kept up over the confciencej

ot-chd people-, and therefore judged by them mofl need^

full CO be raken out ofthe way. And in this matter th^
pteftnt Governors have been willing very eminenxly,

to give their Tcftimony ^ in their publique Declarati-

ons, however in praftice there is much of grievance

yet found among us 5 though more , in probability,

from the officioufnefTe of fubordinate Minifters , then
any clear purpofe or defigne of the chief in power.
Having thus fbewcd what the true freedom is, in both

the Branches of it , that fliines forth in the righteous

Caufc, wherein the good people ofthefe Nations have
fo deeply engaged : It will not be improper in the next
place to confidcr two particulars more that give ftill

further light into the matter in queftion ; as firft The
qaalifications of the Perfons that have adhered to this

Caufe. Secondly, the capacity wherein they have been

found from time to time carrying it on.

As to their Qualification, they have in the general

,

diftinguifhed themfelves and been made known , by a

forwardnefs to affift and own the publique welfare and
good of the Nation , for tbe attaining and preferving

the juft rights and liberties thereofjaflferted and witnef-

fed unto m the true ftating of this Caufe, according to

the two branchesthereofalready fpoken to. They have

fbewcd themfelves, upon all occafions, defircrs and lo-

vers oftrue frecdom^cither in civilSjor in fpirituals,oc

in both.To exprefs their value thereof, and faithfulncs

to the fame^they^have largely contributed, in one fcind

or other what was proper to each in his place to do;

v/^}^ tt&iQnt of their&^procecdtng irom heartfi fincerely

afFcaed
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affcftcd to the caufcj created In them aright to bo
of an Incorporation and Society by thcmfclves , un-
der the name of the ^od Party; having been from
the beginning unto «his day publiqiiely and commonly
lo acknowledged, by way ot diftinftion from all Neu-
ters, clofe and open Enemies , and deceitful! Friendc

or Apoftates. 1 hefe, in order to the maintaining of
this Caufe, have flood by the Army, in defence and
(upport thereof, againft all oppolkion whatever, as

thofe that, by the growinglight of thefe times, have

been taught and led forth in thdr experiences, to look

above and beyond the letter, forme, and outward cir-

cumftancesof government, into the Inward reafoa

and fpirit thereof, herein only to fix and terminate^

to the leaving behind all empty (hadows, that wou'd
pbtrude themfelves in the place of true freedomc-

Secondly, as to the capacity wherein theft perfons,

thus qualified, have afted, it hath be^ very variable,

and (iibjeft to great changes : fbmetimeS in one form,

and fometimes in another, and very fel^ome, if ever

at all, foexaftly, and in all points cprifonant to the
rule of former Lawes and Confiitotions of Govern-
ment, as to be clearly and fully juftifiedby them, any
longer then the Law of Succefle and Conqueft did
uphold them who had the inward warrant of Ju-
(lice and Righteoufhefle to encourage them in fuch

their aftings.

The utmoU and laft referve therefore which they have
had, in caft all other failed, hath been their military

capacity, not only ftriftly taken for the ftanding Ar^
my, but in the largeft (eoft, wherein the whole party

may ^with the Army,and under that miliary conflitu-

tion and conduft , which by the providence of God
they lh~ 11 then be found in) afTociate themfelves in the

beft order they can, for the common defence and raf>

tyof the whole. As not ignorant,diatwhen once cm-
B bodied



bodied ill thiis their Military pofture, in fuch manner

-

a^by common con{entfhaIl be found requiiite for the

fdlfety of the body, they are moft irrefiftible^ abfolute,

and comprehenfive in their power ; having that where--

in the fubftance of all Government is contained , and
under the protcftion whereof, and (afety that maybe
maintained thereby, they can contrive and determine,

in what manner this irreiiftiblejabfoliite, and bound-
!e(s power, unto which they are now arrived in this

their Military capacity (hall have juft and due limits

let unto'it, and be drawn out in a meet and orderly

way of exercife, for the Comaionweale and fafety of
the whole Body, under the rule and ovcrfight of a Su-
preme Judicature ; unto the wifedome of whole lawes

and orders,the fword is to become moft entirely (ub-.

jeft and flibfervient : And this without the leaft cau(e

of jealoulie orunfafcty, cicher totheftanding Army,
or any member thereof or unto the good people adhe-

ring to this Caufe, or any one of them ; imce the in-

tereft of both, by this mutual adion of eithsr^ will be
fo combinedtogether in onefeven in that wherein be-

fore they were diftinftjthat all juft cau(e ofdifference,
fear, animoSty emulation^ jealoulie^ or the like , will 1

be wholly abolilhed and removed.

• For when once the whole body of the good people

find that the Military intereft & capacity is their ow%
and that into which neceility at the laft may bring the

whole Party
jf
whereof of right a place is to be refer-

Ted for them) and-thatiierein they arefb far from be-

ing in (iibjeftion orflavery. that in this pofture they

are moft properly foyeraign, and poflede their right

«f natural foveraignty, they will presently (ce a necef'

fity ofcontinuing ever one with their Army raifed and
itiaintained by them, for the promoting this Gauife a-

gainft the common Enemy 5 who in his next attempt

will put for all with greater defperatenefle and rage

ihenever* AgaiO'



Again, when once the (landing Army and their Go*
vcrnoiirs fhall alfo find, that by fetting and keeping up

thcmfelves in a divided intcreft from the reft of the

Body of Honed: men , they withhold from themfelves

thofc contributions in all voluntary and cheerful afli-

ftanccs, by the iifeftions and prayers, by the perfoni

and purfes of the good party, to the weakening them-

l^ives thereby, as to any vigerous fupport from thenijin

the times of moft imminent danger (whereof the late

King had an experience, that will not fuddenly be oia

ofmemory,\vhen he undertook the war in the begin-

nina; of thefc troubles, againft the Scots, and was, in a

iranner, therein defcrted by all the good party in £??g-

land) they vaiW then find fif they ftay not till it be too

latej that by efpouiing the interefl of the people, in

lubmitting themfelves with their fellow adherents to

the Caiife, under the rule and authority of their own
Supreme Judicature, they iofc not their Power or So-

veraignty 5 but becoming oac Civil or Politique In-

corporation with the whole party ofhonert men, they

doe therein keep the Soverai^nty, as originally feai*

ed in themfelves, and part wich it only but as by de-

putation and repre(entation of themfelves, when it is*

"brought iato an orderly way of cxercife., by being put

into the hands of perfons diofen and entrufted by
themfelves to that purpofe.

By this mutual and happy traniltion which may be

made between the party of Honeft men in the Three
Nations virtually in Arms,and thofe af^uaHy fonow in

powerat the Head of the Army, how fuddenly would
the union of the whole Body be confolidatedjand made
fo firm as it will not n^'ed to fear all the defigpcs and
attempts of the common Enemy , efpecially if herein

they unite themfelves in the f rft place to the Lord, as

-willing to follow his providence, and obfervthis will

in the way and m^iftei? <^ bringing this to pafTf. In

•B a which



which cafe wc (hall not need to fear what all ^hc gata

of hell are able to do inoppofition thereunto.

:, It is not then theftanding and being of the prcfent

Army and Military forces in the three Nations, that is

lyable to exception or oifence , from any diffenting

judgements at this lime amongft the honelV well affe-

fted party. In and with them, under God, ftand the

welfare and outward fafety of the whole body 5 and
to be enemies to them or wifh tbem hurt , were to da
it to themfelves j and by trying {uch concluiions to

play the game of the common enemy^to the utter mine
and deftruftion, not only of the true freedome aymed'

at and contended for in the late wars, but of the very

perfons themfelves that have been in any fortaftive or

eminent promoters thereof.

The Army confidtrcd as it is in the hands of an
honeft and wife General, andfbberfaithfull Officers,

embodied with the reil of the party of hondl men

;

and efpoufmg flill the fame caufc, and a^ing in their

primitive iimplicity, humility, and trurt, in reference

to the welfare and fafety ofthe whole body,is the only

juftifyablc and moft advintagious poflure and capaci-

«y that the good party at prc&nt can finde themfelves

ina in order to the obtaining that true freedome they

have fought for , and poflelling of it in the eftablifh-

ment thereof upon the true Bafis and foundation, as"

hath bcciv (hewed of right Government
That wherein the offence lies^and which caufcs fuck

great thoughtsof heart amongft the honeil party (if it

may be freely exprefled, as fure it may, when the Ma-
giftratc himfclfe profdies he doth but defirc anfd wait

forconviftion therein) is in (hortthis.

That when the right and privilcdgc is returned,

nay is reflored by Conqueft unto th« whole Body (that

forfeited not their intereft therein) of freely difpofing

themfelves in.fiich a ccnftitution of righteous Go-
vernment^,



i^ti\\\\mti asmiybeft anfwer the ends held' forth lI^

this Caufe; that nevertheleile, either through delay

they (hoald b: withheld as they are, or through delign

theyihodldcomeat laft to be utterly denied the exer-

cife of this their right, upon pretence that they arc

not in capacity as yet to ufe it j which indeed hath

(bmc truth in it, if chafe that are now in power, and
have thecoiimand of the Arms, dot not prepare all

tubings requiiite thereunto, as they may, and like faith-

ful Guardians to the Commonwealth, admitted to be

in its nonage, they ought.

But if the bringing of tme freedome into exercife

amongftraenj yea, io refined a party of men, beim-
pplible ; why hath this been concealed all this while ?

and why was it not thought on before fb much blood
was fpilt^ and treasure fpent ? furely, fuch a thing as^

this was judged real-ami prafticable, not imaginary

and notional.

Bolides, why may it not fuflke to have been thus

long delayed and withheld from the whole body, at'

leaft as to its being brought by them into exerciie

now at laft.*" fiirely the longer it is withheld , the

ftronger jealouSesdo increafe, that it is intended to be

aflumcd *and ingroffed by a part only , to the lea--

ving the red of the body (who in all rea(bn and ju-

fiice ought to be equally participants with the other in-^

the right and benelit of theConqucft,foras muchas^

the war was managed at theexpence and for the fafety-

of the whole) in a condition almoll as much expofedy

and fubjeft to be impded upoa , as if they haa beer^

enemies and conquered, not in any (enfe Conque-
rors.

Ifever fuch an unrighteous, unkind and deceitful

dealing with brethren (hould happen, although h
might continue above the reach of^ queftion from bu*

mane judicature, yet can we think it poffiblclc (hould

^ dcape-
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^fcafeand go unpunifhcd by cue immediate hand ef
the Righteous Judge of the whole World, when he a-
rifeth out of his place to do right to the opprefled ? V

^

Nay if in ftcad of favouring and promoting the*

peoples eommon good and welfare, felf-interefl: and
private gain Oould evidently appear to be the things

'U'chave aymed at all along 5 if thufe very Tyranni-
cal principles and Antichriftiaw reliqueS; which God
by us hath punllhed in our predeceflbrs, (hould again
revive, fpringup alrefh, and (hewthemfelves lodged
alfband retained in our bofomes j rendring us of the

number of thofe that have forgot they wtre pirged
fromtheir old r/nsj ani declaring i.sto befuchas to
pleafe a covetous mind, doe withhold from deflruftion

that which God hath defigncd to the curfe of his ven-

geance : If all thofe great advantages of (erving the

Lords will and defign in procuring and advancing his

peoples true welfare and outward fafety, which (as

the fruit of his bleding upon our Armies) have fo mi-
raculoufly fallen into our hands 5 Oiall at laft be

wrefl^ed and mif^ improved to the enricliing and
greatning of our Jelves : If thefe things fl:ould ever

be found aniongft us (which the Lord in raer'cy for-

bid) [hall we need to look any further for the ac^

curfed thing? will not our Confciepcesfhewus from
the light of the Word and Spirit of God^ how neer a

conformity thefe anions wou-ld hold therewith?

which fin, Jc'A 7- became a curie to the C a "np, and
withheld the Lord from being any nicr- amongH
them, or going out wnli their forces. And did tlic

aftion ef Jchan imrpit any nnore then thefe two
things. Firfl:, he faved and kept from deilruftion the

goodly Babylonifh garment, which was devoted by
Cod thereunto. Secondly, he brought not in the

frill t and gain of the Cohqueft into the Lords Trca^*

Cury, bot covctoufly went about to eonvert it to his

own



dTiirn proper life. To doe this, is to take of tHe accur-

itd thing, which 7e/^« ?• all Ifrael was faid to do, in'

the fin of Ackan^ and to have ftollen and diflembled

likewife, and put it amone;ft their own ftuffe. This

cau^d the anger the Lord to kindle againft Ifrael,

and made them unable to iland before their enemies^

but their hearts melted as water. And thus far the

Lord is concerned,iffuch an evil as this (hall lye hid in*

the midft of us. But to return to what we were upcn

before.

The matter which is in queftion among the diflen-

tingpans ofthe whole body ofhoneft men, is not fo

trivial and of fteh fmall confequence, as fbmc would
make it. Tis in cfFe<S, the main and whole of the

Caufe; without which all the freedonie which the

people have or can have, isin conipari(bn but(hadow'

and in name only, / and therefore can never give that

peace and fatisfafbron to the body, which isreqnifitc

unto a durable and folid (etdcmcnt. This is that which
makes all (bund & fafe at the root, and gives the right

ballance neceHary to be held up between foveraignity

and (ubjeftion, in the cxercifeof all righteous Go-
crnment ; applying the ufe of the (word to the pro-

moting and upholding the publike fafety and welfare

df the whole body, in preference and if need be in op-
pofition unto any of the parts j whilft yet by its equal

and impartial adminiflration in reference unto each>

it doth withal maintain the whole Body in a mo(l
delightfull harmony, welfare, and correfpondency.

The {word never can,nor is it t6 be expelled ever will
'-

d6: thisj while the fovcraignity is admitted and pla-

ced any where elfe, then in thd whole Body of the

people that have adhered to the caufe, and by them be
derived unto their fucceffive Reprefentatives, as the

moH equal and impartld Judicature for the eifcfting

hereof,

Wher^:



"Where there 1$ then a rlghtccviis and good confti^

tiitlon or GovernmentJ there is firft an orderly union

of many underftandings together, as the publique and
common Supream Judicaturjc or vilible Soveraignity

,

fctin a wayof free and orderly exercife, for the dire-

Sdng and applying the ufc of the ruling power or the

fword, to promote the intereft and common welfare

of the whole, without any dlfturbance or annoyance,

froni within or from withoat. And then fecondly,

there is a like union and readinefs of will in all the

Individuals, in their private capacities, to execute and
obey (by all the power requiiite, and that they are a-

ble to put forth) thofe fovsraign Laws and Orders iffiir

cd out by their own Deputie?^ and Truftces.

A Supream Judijcature thus made the Repreftnta-

tive of thewhole, is that which vfjs fay, will moft na-

turally care , and moft equally provide fOr the Com-
mon good and fafety. Though by this it is not

denied, but that the fupream power, when by free

confent 'tis placed in a fingle perfon or in fome few
perfons, may be capable alfb to adminilkr righteoug

CoVvFnment 5 aticall the Body that gives this liber-

ty, when they need not, are to thank themfelves if ic

prove otherwise. But when this free and natural

acceflc unto Government, is interrupted and declined,

ib as a liberty is taken by any particular member, or

number of them, that are to be reputed but a part in

comparifbn of the whole, to aflume and engrofle the

office of (bveraign riile and power , and to impofe

themfelves as the - competent publique Judge of the

iafety and good of the whole, without their free and
due confent ; and to lay claim unto this, as thofe thai;

Und themfelves poflcfled of the fword (and that fo

advantagioufly, as it cannot be recovered again out of
their hands , without more apparent danger and
damage to the whole body, then foch attempts are

worth)
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trortth) this is that Anarchy that if the firft rife and
^ep to Tyanny ; and laics the grounds of manifeit con-
feiiion and dKordcr j expofing the ruling power to' the

next hand that on. the next opportunity can lay hold

on the fword ; and fo, by a kind ofneceffity^ intro-

duces the higheft impofition and bondage upon the

whole Body, in compelling all the parts, though never

fo much againft the true publique intereft, to ftrve and
obey, as their foveraigne rule and fupream Authority,

the Arbitrary will and judgement of thofc tha^brmg
themfelves into rule by the power of the ifwordjln ^hc

right only of apart that fets up it felfe in preference

before, oratleaft in competuion withthc welfare of

the whole:

And ifthis, which is {bellential ,to the well being

and right coniVuution of Government,
^
were once ob-

tained, the diiputes about the forme would not prove

fo difficult^nor find fuch oppofition, as to keep up the

bone of contention and difunion, with much danger

to the whole. For if as the foundation pf all> the

Ibveraignty be acknowledged to relide originally in

the whole body of adherents to this Caiifc ( whgfc

natural and inherent riglit thereunto is of a far an-

cienter date then what is obtained by (uccefs of their

arms, and fo cannot be abrogated even by Conqueft it

fclfe if that were theea{e) and then if in confequei^cp

hereof, a (iipream Judicature be fet up and orderly

cjonflitutcd, as naturally arifing and refuking from
the free choice and conlent ofthe whole Body, taken

out from among themfelves, as flefh of their fltfti, and
bone of their bone, of the fame publique fpirit and
nature with themGIvcs 5 and the main be by thii

means fecured 5 what could be propounded afterwards,

ai to th^ form of adnuniilratign that would much
ftick>

€ Would
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WouHa ftandxng Council of State fetlcd forlife^

in reference to ths fafety ol the CommonweaIth,aircI for

the maintaining intercourfe and commerce with For-

reign States > under the infpeftion and overiight of
the Supreme Judicature, but of the fame fundamental

conftitution with themfeb^cs, would this be didi^cd?
admitting their orders were binding, in the intervals

of Supreme National Affemblies fo far only as con-
fonant to the (ettled Lawes oi the Common-wealth
the vacancy of any of which by death or otherwife

might be fupplied by the vote of the major part of

themfelves. Nay would there be any juft exception

to be taken^ if(befides both thcfe) it Ihould be agreed

fas another part of the fundamental conflitution ofthe
Government) to place that branch of Soveraignty

which chiefly refpefts the excaition of the Lawcs^ in a
diftinft oihce from that of the legiflative power (and
yet fubordinate to them and to the Lawes^ capable to

be entrufted in the hands of one iingle perfon, if need
require, or in a greater number , as the legiflative

power fhould thinK frt ; and for the greater flrcngth

and honour unt€^ this Office , that the execution of

all Lawes and Orders (that are binding) may go forth

in his, or their name; and all difobedienee thereon*

to, or contempt thereofj betaken as done to the peo-

ples Sovehiignty wh|?reof heor they bear the Imageor
Reprefentation, (ubordinatc to the Legiflative Power,
and at their will to be kept up and continued in the

hands of a fingle Perfon or more, as the experienceof
die future good or evil of it (hall require.

• Would (uch an office as this, thus fliatcd, carry in

it any inconiiflcncy with a free State ? nay, if it be
well confidercd, would it not rather be found of ex-

cellent ufe to tbc well-being of Magiflracy founded up-

on this righteous bottome, that fucha Lieftenancy of
thepeople* (bveraignty in thefc three Nations 5 may
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alwaycsrefide infomeonc or morepcrfons, in who£
adminiftration, that which is reward and puniflinicnt

may (liinc forth ^

And ifnowitfliallbeobje^ed, that ("otwith/lan-
ding all thefc Cautions) fhould once the Soveraignty be
acknowledged to be in the diltufed body ofthe people
(though the adherents to this CdwCcy not only as their

natural, but as thtir acquired right by Conqueftj
they would fuddenly put the u(e and exercife of the

Legillative power into hjch hands, as would, through
their ill-qualitiednefle to the work ^oil all, by male-
adminiilration thereof^ arid hereby lofe the caufe in

ftcad ofupholding and mantaining it.

The Anfwcr unto this is, Firil that God by his pro-
vidence hatheafed our minds much of this folicitude,

bythecourfe he hath already taken to fie and prepare
a choice andfclefted number ofthe people untothii
work, that are tried and refined by their inward and
outward experiences in thif great quarrel),and the ma-
ny changes they have pafled through : In refpeft

whereof well qualified perfons arc to be found, ifdue
care be but taken in the choice ofthem. And if here-
in the people ofthe Lord (hall be waiting upon him for

his guidance and pretence with them , we may have
grounds to hope that God (whofe. nai^e hath all alona
been called upon in the managing ofthi? Caufe) will
pour out fb abimdwintly of hisfpirit upon his people

attending on him in righteous waycs, and will alio (a

move their hearts to choofe perfons 1>earing his

Image into the Magifiracy, that a niore glorious prp;^

dud may fpring up out of this then at firft we caa

expcft, to the (etting up ofthe Lord himfelfe as chiefe

Judge and Lawgiver amongftus. And untp this the

wifedome and honefty of the perfons now in power

May have an opportunity eminently to CQnie into dif^

covcry. For in this cafe, and upoa the grq^nd^.a^^"

C3 tiy
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dy laycdi the very pcrfons now in power ar« they unv
to whofe lot It would fall to fee about this preparato-

ry works and by their orders anddire^ions to dlf-

pofe the whole Body, and bring them into the mcctcft

capacity to efFed the fame. The moft natural way for

which would feem to be by a General Council, or
Convention of faithful, honeft, and difcerning mcn^
chofen for that purpofe by the free confent of the

whole Body of adherents to this Gaufe in the fevcral

parts of the Nations, and obferving the time and place

of meeting appointed to them fwith other circum-

ftances concerning their Eledion} by order from the

prefau Ruling Power, but coniidered as General of
the Army.
Which Convention is not properly toexercrfc the

Legiflative Power,but only to debate frcely,and agree

upon the particulars, that by way of fundamental
Conftitutions fhall belaid and inviolably obfervcd, aj

the conditions upon which the whole body fo rcpre-

fented, doth cbnfcni to caft it felfe into a Civil and
politique Incorporation, and under the vifible forme
and adminiftration of Government therein declared^

and to be by each individijal member of the Body
fubfcribed in tcftimony of his or their particular con-

tent given thereunto. Which conditions fo agreed(and

amongft them an Aft ofOblivion for one} will be
without danger of being broken or departed from 5

confidering of what it is they are the condition^
and the nature of the Convention wherin they are

made ; which is of the people reprcfcnted in their

higheft ftat^of Sovcraignty, as they have the fword in

tkeir hatids unfubj cted unto the rules of Civil Go-
vernment, but what themfelves orderly alTcmbled for

that purpofe, doe think fit to make. And the fword
uplon thefc conditions fubjefting it feJfto the Supreme
Judicature) tbuito be fee up } how fuddenly might

harmony
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harmony, righceoufncf?, love, peiice, and f^fcty unto
(the whole Body follow hereupon, as the happy fruit

pf fuch a fettlemeut, if che Lord have yet any delight

tobeamongft us I
And this once put in a way, and declared for by the

General and Army (as that which they are clearly

convinced in the fight of God is their duty to bring

about, and which they engage accordingly to fee

done ; J How firmly and freely would this oblige the

hearts and perfons^thecounfeis Scpurfes^the affeftions

and prayers,with all that is in the power of this whole
party to do, in way of afliftance and ftrenthning the

hands ofthofe now in power, whatever ftraights and
difficulties they may meet with In the maintenance of

the publiquc fafety and peace i^

This then being the ftate ofour prefcnt affairs and
diiFercnces, let it be acknowledged on all hands, and
let all be convinced that are concern cdi, that there is

not only a poffibility, but a probability, yea a com^
pdling neceffity of a firm union in this great Body,
thefcttingof which in joy nt and tune againe, by a

(pirit of meeknefs and feare of the Lord, is the work
ofthe prefent day, and will prove the onely remedy,

under God, to uphold and carry on this bleffed caufe

and worke of the Lord in the three Nations,that is al-

ready come thus far onwards in its progreflTe to its

defired andcxpeftedend of bringing in Chrift, the

Defire of all Nitionj ,, as the chicfc Ruler amon^ft'

us.

Now unto this re-uniting work let there be a readi-

neffe in all the diffeniing parts from the higheft to the

lowcft, by cheerfully coming forth to one another in^

^ ijpirit of felf-denial and love in ftead of war and

wrath, andtocaftdownthemfelves before the Lord^,

who is the Father of all their fpirits, in {elf*abafemcnt

and humiliation^for the mutual offence they have bcea
iiv



in f(W Come time paft, one unto another, and great pro-

vocation unto God, and reproach unto his mod glori-

ous name > who expefted to have been ferved by them
with reverence and godly fear 3 for our God is a con-

fuming fire.

And, as an inducement unto this, Let us aUtireour

.fclves, the meancs of effeQ:ing it will not prove fb dif-

ticulc as other things that have been brought abotit in

the late war, if the mtnds and fpirits of all concerned

were once well and duely prepared iiereunto^ by a
kindly work of felf- denial and felf-abafemcnt , (et

home by the fpirit of the Lord upon their confciences;

which if he pleaie, he may doc we know not how foon.

Nay if we (hall behold with a d^fcerning eye the in-

lide ofthat work which God hath been doing araongft

us the three years laft paft , it would fcein chiefly to

have been his aime,to bring hw people into fuch a frame
as this is. For in this traft of t'mc , there hath
been fas weniay fay) a great filence in Heaven, as

if God were pleafed to ftand ftill and be as a looker

on, to fee wbaCt his people would be in their latter end,

and whatrwork they would make offt, if left to their

own wifedomc and Politick contrivances. And as

God hath had the filent part ^ (b men , and that good
men too, have had the a^ivc and bufie part, and
have like themlelves made a great found and noi(c,

like the fhout of a King in a mighty Hoaft; which
whiltl: it hath been a found onely and no more , hath
not done much hurt as yet; butthefeare and jeilou-

fie thereby caufed , hath put the whole Body out of
frame, and made them apt to fall into great corifufions

and diforder.

^
And if there be thus arlftn a general diffent and

difagreemcnt of parts (which is not, nor ought tobe
accounted the lefle confiderable, becaufe it lies hid
and kept in uader a patient filence) why fljould there

not
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flat be as general a confeffion and aclmow ledgcmcnt oi

wluc each may find thcmfelves overtaken in, and can-

not but judge thcmfelves faulty for? This kinde of
vent being much better then to have it break our-

in liames of a forward and untimely wrathful fpirit

,

which never works the righteouflielle of God. Efpe-

cially llnce what hath been done amongft usj may pro-

bably have be*n more the effect of temptation then

the prod.ii!t of any malicious deSgne ; and this fort

of temptation is very common and incident to men
in power (how good (bever they may be^ to be over-

taken in, and thereupon doe fudden and unadvifed

aftions, which the Lord pardons and over rules for the

beft : evidently making appear that it is the work of
the weak and tiefhly part, which his own people car-

ry abait with them too much unflibdued. And there-

fore the Lord thinks fit by this meaner, to (hew them
the need of being beholding to their fpiritual part^

to rcftore them again, and bring them into their right

temper and healthful conftitution.

And thus whHft each diflcntfng part is aggravating

upon it felfe faultineile and blatne , and none excu-

Gn^j but all con felling they defer ve, in one (brt or

other, reproof, if not before men, yet to Gods fight

:

Who knowes how fbon it may pleafe God to come
into this broken , contrite , and (elf denying frame

of Spirit in the good people within the three Nati-

ons, and own them thus truly humbled and abafed,

for his Temple and the place of his habitation and

reil 5 wherein he will abide for ever ? of whom it

may be faid God is in the Midft of her , ftie (hall

not be moved ^ God (hall help her and that right

early, or with his morning appearance. At which

time he will (it fiknt no longer , but Heaven wilL

{peak again> and become aftive and powerful in the

(pirits and hearts of Honeft men^ and ia the works
of:



ofh!8proyldfncc8| when dcher they goc oui t©jigh|
by Sea orby Landi or.rcmaine in counfel and de^
bates at home for the publique Weak , and again©
heare the prayers of bis people, atid vifibly own them
as a flock of holy men, as JerjifaUm in herfolema
Fcafts, I Will pt fir this be enquired ofby the Hcufe &f

Jfrael^ faith the h^rd^to doe it for thmi And then
they (hall know that I,the Lord their God
am with th^m^and that they are niy people^

and that ye my flock the flock of my pa-
fture, are men that have (kewed youf
fehcs weak finfnl men, and I am
yoar God that have declared

my felfan all^wife and po\y'»

erfulGod, faith the

Lord Oodp

^oflfcHpi
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If

Poftfcript.

Reader,

UPoft the periffal ofibis Dtfceurfe ihon wilt

qmckljf perceive fhstthefe fvpa things are

frwcipaUf aimed at in it by tke Author. Wirfi to

anfpptr in (otne meafure that vhich is calledfor

h '*?/* i^p^^er^ vshtn they pnbliqHelp proftffi

they defire nothing more then ccnviSicn^ and to

find ont the biddenprovocations lohich eitherhav$

or yet may bring forth the Lord againji thefe

fiaiionsp in thevpay vhich atprefent they aro

in.

Secondly^ toremoveont of tbemindsandJpU
rits of the honeft vartie , thatjiill agree intbo

reofon and jtf/iice of the good Old Canfe^ all

things ofa privateNature andfelfifh Concern (the

imdency whereofferves but tofoment andjireng-^

then wrath anddivifions amon^Jl them^ andin

Flace thereof tofet bejore them that common and
publique intereji^ which (if with Jinceritie em-

braced) maybethemeanesofnot onlyprocuring

afirm union amongfi them^ tut alfo ofccnfervifsg

them herein.

In order to this^ the Author hath not bteti wil-

D Hng^



tingf^itchtdMttdf^efiis^^^^ or deU'Oi¥

an^ Vo^itve CdHclijlofsSy as tb difcnffe the bujlneft

hyway^fquejiim nhnlaf^jpery dnd fherebfmak^

as neer a conjeSure at hecan^ of that^ wherein

thefeveral diJfentiHgf^U May with better fdtif"

fa&U>n meet together^ andagree unnn ^Ctfi* ^**^

righteous bottome^ then to re, ;

.

they doe^o the apparent advantage offi-

Bhemie y the approaching mine &J ihentfelves

L

and ne^leffe hazzard (ifnotlqffej cfthtCa]ij^

they havebeenfodetply engaged ini Effleially

^

coHfideringthatiphenoK ''' ^ " ^- ^- --'
'

"

ginning to eo^^ forth t

^ondifcenAingfelf-denyi

$heflaifi ofhypovrijie andd^t^it^ they mitybe welt

affured thai light willfpring $fff amongfi them
m^re andmore mto a perfiSdny^ andt]hen ihofe

things which atprefent we have next in view^ will

prov^e MS fljadowes Hady to flee m^ay hfore the

morning brightnefeofchrifit tfeavbnfy Appied'^

ranee andfecondoomming 5 throughwhich ihef

willbthtighfened khd improved to fheirfitUma^
iuritit^ to the bringing in that Kingdame "efkit

thatJhallnever be movedi.

And bttaufe an Efay hdtb ifim kke^dy
niade^ mapri'^4teway to obtain thefirjifkimg^

that is tofay , Convi^ion $ which thiefly is im
thehdndof the Lord to give ^ the fa^e obliga^

^on lies upon the Author^with refpeS totbefecmd^^
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