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COPY OF

Lord George Sackvilk'^s

LETTER
T O

Colonel Fitzroj.

Minden^ Auguji 2, 1759.

Dear Sir,

THE Orders of Yefterday,

you may believe, affect me
very fenfibly. His Serene

Higbnefs has been pleafed to judge,

condemn, and cenfure me, without

hearing
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hearing me, in the rnofl cruel and

unprecedented Manner ; as he never

asked me a fingle Queftion in Ex-

planation of any Thing he might

difapprove : And as he muft have

formed his Opinion upon the Report

of others, it was ftill harder he

would not give mc an Opportunity

of firfl: fpeaking to him upon the

Subject: But you know, even in

more trifling Matters, that hard

Blows are fometimes unexpectedly

given. If any body has a right to

fay that I hefitated in obeying

Orders, it is you. I will relate

what I know of that, and then

appeal to you for the Truth of it.

When
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When you brought me Orders

to advance with the Britip Cavalry,

I was very near the Village o[ Haleny

I think it is called, I mean that Place^

which the Saxons burnt. I was

there advanced by M. Malhorte\

Order, and no further, when you

came to me. Ligonier followed al-

moft inftantly ; he faid, the whole

Cavalry was to advance. I was puz-

zled what to do, and begged the

Favour of you to carry me to the

Duke, that I might ask an Explana-

tion of his Orders:—But that no

Time might be loft, 1 fent Smith

with Orders to bring on the Britijh

Cavalry, as they had a Wood before

they could advance, as you direded

;

and
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and I reckoned, by the Time I had

feen His Serene Highnefs, I fhould

find them forming beyond the

Wood. This Proceeding of mine

might poflibly be wrong ; but I am
fure the Service could not fuffer, as

no Delay was occafioned by it. -

The Duke then ordered me to leave*

fome Squadrons upon the Right,:

which I did, and to advance the

reft to fupport the Infantry. This

I declare I did, as faft as I imagined

it was right in Cavalry to march

in Line. 1 once halted by Lord

Granhy to compleat my forming

the whole. Upon his advancing

the Left before the Right, I again

fent to him to flop : He faid,

as
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as the Prince had ordered us to ad-

vance, he thought we fhould move

forward. 1 then let him proceed

at the Rate he hked, and kept

my Right up with him as regularly

as I could, 'till we got to the Rear

of the Infantry and our Batteries.

—

We both halted together, and af-

terwards received no Order, 'till

that which was brought by Colonel

Web and the Duke of Richmond^

to extend in one Line towards the

Morafs. It was accordingly exe-

cuted ; and then, inftead of finding

the Enemy's Cavalry to charge, as I

expected, the Battle was declared

to be gained, and we were told to

difmount our Men.

B This



This, I proteft, is all I know of

the Matter, and I was never fo fur-

prized, as when I heard the Prince

was diffatisiied that the Cavalry

did not move fooner up to the In-

fantry. It is not my Bufinefs

to ask, what the Difpofition ori-

ginally w"as, or to find Fault with

any Thing. All I infifl: upon

is, that I obeyed the Orders I

received, as pundlually as I was

able ; and if it was to do over

again, I do not think I would have

executed them ten Minutes fooner

than I did, now I know the Ground,

and what was expedled ; but indeed,

we were above an Hour too late, if
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it was tlie Duke's Intention to have

made the Cavaky pafs before our

Infantry and Artillery, and charge

the Enemy's Line.—I cannot think

that was his Meaning, as all the

Orders ran to fuftain our Infantry :

And it appears, that both Lord

Graiiby and I underftood we were

at our Pofts, by our Halting, when

we got to the Rear of our Foot.

I hope I have ftated impartially

the Part of this Tranfadion, that

comes within your Knowledge.

If I have, I muft beg you would

declare it, fo as I may make Ufe of

it in your Abfence : For it is im-

\ poflible to fit filent under fuch Re-

B 2 proach,
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proacb, when I am confcious of

having done the beft that was in

my Power. For God's Sake, let

me fee you, before you go for

England.

I am, dear Sir,

Your Faithful

Humble Servant,

George SACKViLLBi



COPY OF

Colonel Fitzrqys

LETTER
T O

Lord George Sackville,

Minden^ Augufi %-, 1759.

My Lord,

HI S Serene Highnefs, upon

fome Report made to him by

the Duke of Richmond^ of

the Situation of the Enemy, fent

Captain Ligojiier and myfelf wifli

Orders
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Orders for the Britifb Cavalry to

advance. His Serene Highnefs

was, at this Inftant, one or two Bri-

gades beyond the Eiiglijh Infantry,

towards the Left. Upon my Ar-

rival on the Right of the Cavalry, I

found Captain Ligonier with your

Lordfhip.—Notwithftanding, I de-

clared His Serene Highnefs's Orders

to you : Upon which you defired

I would not be in an Hurry.—

—

I made Anfwer, that Galloping had

put me out of Breath, which made

me fpeak very quick. 1 then re-

peated the Orders for the Britip

Cavalry to advance towards the Left,

and, at the fame Time, mentioning

the Circumftance, that occafioned

the
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the Orders, added, " That it was

*' a glorious Opportunity for the

" Englijh to diilinguifh themfelvcsj

" and that your Lordlliip, by lead-

" ing them on, would gain immor-

" tal Honour."

You yet exprelTed your Surprize

at the Order, faying, it was impof-

fible the Duke could mean to break

the Line. My Anfwer was, that

I delivered His Serene Highnefs's

Orders, Word for Word, as he gave

them. Upon which you asked,

which Way the Cavalry was to

march, and who was to be their

Guide. 1 undertook to lead them

towards the Left round the little

Wood
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Wood on their Left, as they were

then drawn up, where they might

be little expofed to the Enemy's

Cannonade.

Your Lordfhip continued to think

my Orders neither clear nor exadlly

delivered ; and expreffing your De-

lire to fee Prince Ferdinand^ or-

dered me to lead you to him

;

which Order I was obeying when

we met His Serene Highncfs.

During this Time I did not fee the

Cavalry advance. Captain Smithy

one of your Aids de Camp, once or

twice made me repeat the Orders I

had before delivered to your Lord-

fliip ; and I hope he will do me the

Joftice
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Juftice to fay, they were clear and

€xa6t. He went up to you, vvliilil

we were going to find the Duke, as

I imagine, being fenfible of the Clear-

nefs of my Orders, and the Necef-

fity of their being immediately

obeyed. 1 heard your Lordfliip

give him fome Orders. What

they were I cannot fay but he

immediately rode back towards the

Cavalry.

Upon my joining the Duke, I re-

peated to him the Orders I had de-

livered to you, and appealing to His

Serene Highnefs, to know whether

they were the fame he had honoured

me with, 1 had the Satisfadlion to

C hear
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hear him declare, they were very

exadl.—His Serene Highnefs imme-

diately asked, where the Cavalry

was ; and upon my making Anfwer,

that Lord George did not underftand

the Order, but was coming to fpeak

to His Serene Highnefs, he expreiTed

his Surprize ftrongly,

I hope your Lordfhip will think I

did nothing but my Duty, as Aid de

Camp, in mentioning to His Serene

Highnefs my Orders being fo much

queftioned by your Lordfhip.

/ amy &c.



COPY OF THE

DECLARATION
O F

Captain S m i t h^

Aid de Camp to Lord George Sackville.

Minde7it Auguji 3, 1759.

WHAT I have to fay with

Regard to the Orders Co-

lonel Fitzroy brought, and

to their not being put in Execution,

is 1 heard Lord George Sack"

ville fay, on his receiving them, as

C 2 they



[20]

they differed from thofe he had juft

before received by Captain Ligojiier^

he would fpeak to the Prince himfelf,

and accordingly put his Horfe in a

Gallop to go to him. I immediate-

ly went up to Colonel Fitzroy^ and

made him repeat the Orders to me
twice.— I. thought it fo clear and po-

fitive for the Britifi Cavalry only to

advance where he fhould lead, that I

took the Liberty to fay to his Lord-

fliip, I did think they were fo; and

offered to go and fetch them, while

he went to the Prince, that no Time

might be loft. His Anfvver was, he

had alfo an Order from the Prince,

from Mr. Ligonier^ for the whole

Wing to come away, and he thought

it
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it impoflible the Prince could mean

that. I replied, that if he would,

allow me to fetch the Britip^ they

were but a Part, and if it was

wrong, they could foon remedy the

Fault.—He faid, then do it as fafl:

as you can.—Accordingly 1 went,

as faft as my Horfe could go, to Ge-

neral Mojlyn.—He knows the reft.

—This is all that paft, as near as I

can recollect.—It was fpoke as we

galloped, and could not be long

about, as I have been on the Ground

fince, and do not believe, when his

Lordfhip fent me back, I had above

fix hundred Yards to go to General

Mojiyn.

J.
SMITH
















