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A SERIOUS

ADDRESS
TO THE

ELECTORS
O F

GREAT-ERITAIN.
Gentlemen,

M O N G the various Ap-
plications that already have

beer., and undoubtedly will

be, made to you, both in

your feparate and colled:ed

Capacities on this great Occafion ; I hope

I fhall not incur your Cenfure, for increaf-

ing the Number, and calling on you for

your moft ferious Attention to the Addrcfs

A offered



CO
offered to you, and the Advice propofed

to yoQ ill the following Sheets.

This I have the greater Right to de-

mand from you, as I am attached to 710

Party whatever, have no private Intereji to

ferve, have neither ExpeBations from the

FriendJJjipy nor Fears from the Power of

any />r^/«?/?/ Minifler, or 2LY)yJuture one ;

but am aduated only by a Zeal to ferve

my Country, and that not in a trifling In-

flance ; but, if I am fo fortunate as to have

\'o?.£ (in whofe Power only it is) heartily

concur v/ith me in ny Wifhes, perhaps to

fave it from the impending Ruin, with

which on all Sides it feems to be environ-

ed. For the Sincerity of my Intentions,

and the Truth of this Afleveration, I ap-

peal to that great GOD, who is the

Searcher of all our Hearts, and penetrates

into our mofl: fecret Thoughts. To His

Judgment I fubmit myfelf at prefent, as, at

the End of this Addrefs, I fhall be willing

to do to that of the whole World : For as

no private Ends can be ferved, and no Sid/e

can bear to hear the Truth, I may fafely

predid:.
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predid, that no Tarty will adopt me as a

Writer on their Side the Queftion.

The great Occafion I fpeak of, which

is the Reafon of my addreffing you at this

Jun(5lure^ is the approaching general Elec-

tion of Reprefentatives of the People of

this Nation, to fit in the grand Council

of the Kingdom, and there, as one of the

three Bodies diat compofe the Legiflative

Power, to enadl fuch Laws as may tend

either to the well governing, or overthrow-

ing of the Common-weal. The Choice

of thefe Reprefentatives of the People is

vefted in yoii : A Trufh great and impor-

tant at all Times, and which always de-

mands your utmoft Care and Vigilance to

execute with Fidelity, and which perhaps

never more loudly called for both, than at

prefent.

This Power, fo lodged in your Hands,

fets you in a Point of View, that draws on

you the Eyes of all Europe^ which is at-

tentive to your prefent Condud: ; and

much more the Eyes of all your Cowitry-

men^ who ^re mgre nearly concerned, for

A 2 by
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by it their Properties, their Liberties, nay

their Lives, may be faid to be committed

to your Charge ; they have a Right to de-

mand them 2iX.your Hands, and furely will

no longer neglcd to aflert that Right.

Yourfelves are ftill more deeply engaged

for, befides thefe common Privileges of your

Brethren, your Honour is at Stake, and the

future Share you will have in the general

Ejieem^ or Odium, of Mankind will, and

• ought to, depend on your Choice in this

Crifis. You are the immediate Guardians

of all that is dear to us. To YOU we
lift up our Ryes and our Hands for Pre-

fervation and ProteBion : For it will be in

vain to expedl Redrefs from thoje, to

whofe Charge you are pleafed to confign

ns, if you betray us ; if you, blinded by

Party, Pique, Friendfiip, or, what is cs

powerful as any of thefe. Intereji, fuifer

yourfelves to be fo far milled, as to make

Choice of unworthy Truftees. With

what Face can you blame them for Corrup-

tion (fliould it enfue) if Tto is their [ok

Recommendation to your Favour, and is

the only Means of their Election ? Do not

you fet them the Example, and will the

felling
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felling their Vote be a worfe Crime in

them^ than it is in you at their Elecflion ?

What elfe can you exped: from Men, who
have given you fuch convincing Proofs, of

their not holding a Bribe in that Detefta-

tion, which the Nature of the Thine

exadls from all hojiefi Minds ? A Man that

can prevail with Himfelf to buy the Con-

fcience of another^ will not long helitate

about the felling his Own. It is the very

next Step in the Scale of Corruption

:

It is your Duty, therefore, to pitch upon

fuch Men, who, by their declining the

jirjl^ at leaft give you Reafon to hope, that

they abhor the lajh

I AM fenfible it is a very difficult Tafk

to get quit of Prejudices; and yet, per-

haps, it is fliill more difficult to perfuadc

one's felf to forego, what appears to be, a

prefent Advantage. But, for God's Sake

Gentlemen, what Reward is fufficient to

compenfate for the Ruin of one's Country ;

in which every Man's private Ruin is fo

clofely connedted, that he mufl ultimately

ftand or fall with it ? Is T^en, or Twenty^

or Fifty Pounds, attended with Poverty^

Dijirejs,
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Dijirefs, Shame, and Slavery afterwards,

an Equivalent for a jlourifiing Tirade, a

projperous Conditiofj, Honour , and Liberty ?

Will fuch a Sum, or even a much greater

^

provide Bread for your Families for the

Remainder of your Lives ? Will it deafen

your Ears againfl thejufl Reproaches, the

Taunts and Infults of your betray'd

Townfmen, Neighbours, Friends, and

Relations ? Will it ftop the piercing Cries

of your Children, when Begging for Bread,

and Curfing you as the Authors of their

then miferable Condition ? I would not

be underftood to fay, that this mufh z/«-

nvoidably be the Cafe, for I would not

aggravate our Misfortunes ; but I do

aver that it may be the Cafe, and it is the

Part of prudent and honeft Men, to pro-

vide againfl every the leaft Chance of fo

calamitous a Condition, by a wife and

well-concerted Choice of Members, to

lerve in the approaching Parliament.

I HAVE fet the Confequences that may
poflibly, nay, will, very probably, arife

from a contrary Choice, in a ftrong Light,

on purpofe, if poffible, to awaken you

from
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from that general Supinenefs, that univer-

fal Lethargy, in Regard to the Public

Good, which feems in a ftrange Manner

to have infe(5led, and lulled alleep the

whole Kingdom : And to rouze you to a

becoming Refolution, to oppofe (now you

have the Power) thofe Dangers that threa-

ten us from our prefent Situation : Which
I fhall endeavour to reprefent to you, as

impartially as I am able.

Ou R prefent Circum{lances, it muft be

acknowledged, afford but a very unplea-

ling melancholy Profped:. We are already

at open War with one Foreign Enemy

:

How foon we may be engaged with ano-

ther, or whether we are not already, is

not for me to determine, from Want of

a fufficient Knowledge in our Foreign Ne-
gotiations : However, thus far we may
fay, that it deferves our Coniideration.

We are abandoned to Vice and Corrupti-

on, devoured by Luxury, and divided by

Fadions at Home. As to our Foreign

Dangers, I fhall pafs them over, not be-

ing verfed in the Politicks, Interefts, or

Defigns of the Courts at Home or Abroad

:

Befides,
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Befides, I apprehend but little Danger

from that Quarter at prefent, in Compa-

rifon of what threatens us from ivithin j

unlefs the joint Concurrence of our intef-

tine Miferies, which prey upon our Vitals

at Home, by weakening ourfelves, may
make that Enemy comparatively ftrong

enough to annoy us, who was formerly,

and Itill ought to be, our Contempt.

Our Dangers from within are of ano-

ther Kind ; and are of a much more poi-

fonous and deftru(5tive Nature. They are

fuch, as ifnot timely prevented, will wear

out our Conftitution, and our Body Poli-

tick muft yield to them, as our Natural

Bodies do to mortal Diftempers negledted

and trifled with. The chief Spring and

Fountain-Head, from which all our other

dangerous Symptoms derive their Origin,

is, that total Difregard to Virtue, which

reigns among us in this degenerate Age to

fuch a Degree, as to make it, if not fcan-

dalous, at leaft ridiculous, for a Man to

fhew he pofTeffes any Share of it. All Ap-

pearances of it, and any Pretenfions to it,

muit be laid alide, to become fafliionable.

The
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The utmoft Licencioulhefs is no longer

infamous. He that fliews any Regard for

his Fellow-Creatures, and does not turn

their Wants to his own private Advan-

tage, is treated as an Idiot, and one that

does not know how to live in the World.

To fneer indifcriminately at Things lau-

dable, or reproachful, is the reigning

Tafte among the Wits of the Age ; and

he that excells mofl: in it, is efteemed the

Man of the greateft Parts. Publick Spirit

is in a moft languifliing Condition, it is

almoft laughed oat of Doors, and dare

fcarce fnew its Head. Any Attempt to

reform the Manners of the Age, or re-

drefs the Grievances of the State, is look-

ed upon as a romantick Piece of Don^

^.ixotifm. The Laws, perhaps, fome

of the befl among them, are trampled

Upon ; and the endeavouring to put them

in Execution, is fure to draw on the Per-

fon, who engages in fo laudable a Delign,

the moft opprobious Names known in our

Language. He is immediately compared

to the publick Informers, employed by

fome of the Roman Emperors, to be Spies

B on



on the few great Men left at that Time

among the Roman People j and meets with

worfe Treatment than the greateft Ene-

my of the State : By thefe Means, wor-

thy Men are frightened from exerting their

Authority, and the Execution of our Laws

is left to the loweft of the People. To
incur the Penalties inflidted on thofe who
break the Laws, immediately becomes a

Merit, and meets with Pity, not only

from the Multitude where one might

expeSi it, but even from Perfons of a more

exalted Station, from whom one ought

7iot to expe6t it : But this, perhaps, is in

fome Mcafure owing to the Parties, into

which we are unhappily divided, and of

which I fhall fpeak at large hereafter.

Th I s Depravity of Manners, attended

with a Difregard to Religious Principles of

any Sort, is not confined to the inferior

Part of the Nation ; but fpreads itfelf

like an Infedion through all Ranks. The
greatcjl among us are not exempt from

the Charge of it. Our Magijirates and

Governors^ far from fetting the Example

their
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their Station requires, live In an open

and avowed Contempt of Religion. The
very Appearances are not preferved with

any Decency. Not to trouble you with

many Inflances, let it fuffice, to take

Notice only of the fhameful Negled: in

the Obfervance of Sundays. A due At-

tendance to the Duties of that Day,

would probably keep Mankind tolerably

right 3 from their having (one Day in

feven, at leaft) the Senfe of their Duty

to their Creator, and their Fellow-Crea-

tures, frefli imprinted In their Minds, 6f<r.

Here I am at a Lofs, whether, more to

deplore our unhappy Circumftances, or

admire at the Abfurdity of this very im-

politick Proceeding. The wifeft Legllla-

tors, and Minifters, of all former Ages,

and all Countries, have found it necefTary

to encourage Religious Notions, and efta-

blifh fome Sort of Religion among the

People they governed. They knew that

Human Laws could only affed: Fadls of

which they could get Evidence ; and

therefore it was necefTary to have forpe

fuperior Tie on the Minds of Men, which

B 2 might



might influence their Inclinations and In^

tentions j otherwife. Society would be

but very ill preferved. To this End, they

even encouraged and propagated Notions,

among the Vulgar, which from Reafon,

one would fuppofe, Men of their Wifdom
could not believe themfelves ; and which,

from nicely comparing their Writings, it

is fuppofed they did not. Of fuch Ufe

did they unanimoufly think Religion to

be of, to make Men better Subjects, that

for Want of a Good one, rather than have

none, they took Pains to inculcate a Bad
one. If we allow their concurring Au-
thority to be of any Weight, we mufl be

acknowledged to be in a very wrong Way.
If they had any Knowledge in the Arts

of Government, every Community, or

Society, will find themfelves but little

obliged to fuch Perfons, as fhall endea-

vour, either by their Writings, or Exam-
ple, to root out any Set of Opinions^

whether true or falfe, that have a Ten-

dency to promote Virtue in the Minds
of Mankind, without eflablifhing fome

other, equally efficacious to that End, in

their



their Stead. It is pulling down our

Hedges and Fences, and laying all open

to the Violence of the Robber. The Au-
thors and Abettors of fuch Practices,

ought juftly to be looked upon, and treat-

ed as the very worft, and mod dange-

rous Subjects, to the Government to w^hich

they belong.

Th I s naturally leads me to fay fome-

thing of that Religion, v^hich, by repeat-

ed Acts of our Government, is eftabliilied

among us in thefe Kingdoms. As to the

Truth or Falfhood of the Chriftian Reve-

lation, I fhall not take upon me to dif-

courfe of here, as being befide my pre-

fent Purpofe j but fhall leave it for every

Man to determine upon for himfelf, as

he fhall fee Reafon, after a flridl and im-

partial Examination of the Credibility of

it. This is every Man's Duty to enquire

into, and I apprehend it will not fuifer

by fuch a fevere Scrutiny. Hov^ever, thus

much mufl: be faid for it, even by its Op-
pofers ; that it undoubtedly contains a Set

of Precepts and Maxims, which have a na-

tural
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tural Tendency to promote Morality among

us ', to make Men better So?7s and better

Fathers, better Servants and better Maf-
ters, better StibjeBs and better Gove?y2ors,

than we fliould be without it : And, on

that Account at leaft, ought to claim the

Protedion and Encouragement of thofe,

whofe Charge it is to condudl us ; till

they fupply the Want of it, with fome-

thing at lead as producftive of thefe good

Ends. I may further add an Argument

of another Kind, which perhaps may have

more Weight than the former, which is

this : That it is at prefent fo blended with

our Conftitution, as not to be feparated

from it, and is fo principal a Part of the

whole Structure, that it cannot fliil, with-

out drawing the other in Ruins after it.

It is a commonly received, but erro-

neous Opinion, that the World is deeper

immerged in Vice and Iniquity, every

Day than other : But this I hope and be-

lieve is not a FacTt : God forbid it fliould !

The Cafe rather appears to be this : Vir^

tues and Vices, like all other Things,

have
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have their Periods and Faflilons : And if

fome Vices grow enormous, and flare us

in the Face, other Virtues flourifti and

charm us with their Beauty : But fome

Kinds of Vices are more deftrudlive of the

Liberties and Happinefs of Societies than

others ; and of this Sort, I fear, are the

Vices of the prefent Age : Of tliis Sort were

the Vices that deilroyed the Roman Com-
mon-weahh. \i Liberality and Clefne?icy did

then and do now prevail, they were then,

and are now, attended by their concomi-

tant Vices, Luxury and Corruption : Thefe,

at that Time, proved the Ruin of the

Komans, and we have too much Reafon to

fear, thefe threaten the Ruin of the Bri-

tons at prefent : But of each of thefe I

fhall fpeak particularly in their Order.

An d firfl of Luxury^ which is a lead-

ing Step to the other, and is become uni-

verfal among us. This was at firfl: a Vice

belonging to the Great only ; but as Man-

kind naturally tread in the Steps of thofe,

whom a large Fortune, or any other Ac-

cident, has fet in a Rank of Life, which,

in
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in the Eye of the World, is fappofed to

be fuperior to their own, and take fuch

for their Patterns ; it has now, by a flow

Progrefs, crept through all Degrees of

Men, and has at laft defcended to the ve-

ry loweft of the People, which it has in-

fected to a Degree fcarce credible in any

other Country. The Art of living well,

and indulging our Appetites of all Kinds,

is now, I fear, the only Study of the

Great. The Welfare of the State, and

the Happinefs of Mankind, are Confidera-

tions not worthy the Care, or fit to inter-

rupt the Pleafures of any Man who knows

how to enjoy Life. Is not a Soope's be-

inp- well made of more Confequence,

than the Poor's having or not having a Bit

of Bread to eat ? Is the adorning of a Coat

in the Parifian Tafte, or any French Fop-

pery to be negleded, that our own Poor

may have where withal to cover their Na-

kednefs ? Elfe why is our Money expend-

ed to import French Cooks, and French

Cloaths, to the Shame, Reproach, and

impoverifhing our own Nation, and the

enriching Theirs ? Was this profufe Ex-

pence
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pence confined to the People of the moft

affluent Fortunes, and higheft Stations,

there would not be fo much Room for

Complaint, as I fear there is at prefent ;

Though even thefe ought to confider, that

their Situation fets them as Examples or

Patterns, which the reft of the World

will unavoidably follow j and that thefe

Expences (if ever fuffered to be put in

Pradlice) ought at leaft to be confined to

the fuperfluous Part of a Man's Ellate,

and not be made the very Means of leflen-

ing it : But the Grievance does not flop

here, private Gentlemen of moderate For-

tunes muft ape their Betters, if not in

every Particular, at leaft in the General, fo

as to injure their Fortunes, and render

themfelves diftreffed, by out-living their

Eftates
-J

by which Means, the Indepen-

dency of the Yeomanry of this Kingdom,

which ufed to be the Glory and Support

of it, is fo far impaired, as to be in Dan-

ger of being utterly loft. The Poor have,

by imitating their Superiors, acquired a

Tafte of Pleafures, which their Callings

cannot fupply them with the Gratification

C ofs
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of ; therefore they muft make Ufe of any

Means, lawful or unlawful, to purchafe

them. If the moft ingenious among them

can in three Days furnifli themfelves with

a Sufficiency for fix, the Remainder of the

Week is fpent in Idlenefs and Debauchery ;

fo that they return to work again with

the fame Poverty, as when they firfl be-

gan in the World ; and, by fo doing, are

conftantly in the Power of the Great. By

what Means this at firft got Footing a-

mong us, I will not take upon me to de-

termine : Perhaps, as it is now vifibly con-

tinued, viz. by the Pradlice of Travelling,

which our Youth of greateft Quality and

Riches, at prefent, univerfally follow. At

their Entrance into Manhood, when they

iirfl throw off the Reftraint of School-

Maflers and Governors, they learn to live

at Eafe and Riot, in thofe Countries, where

the Policy of the Government encourages

the People in Pleafures, that they may

not think of their Condition 5 in Extrava-

gance, that they may not have Power to

mend it ; but by keeping themfelves poor,

they may, be deflitute of the Means of op-

pofing
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pofingthe oppreffive Scheme of their Go-

vernors. It is no Wonder that Youth, thus

educated, return Home intoxicated with

the Gayeties and Debaucheries of Foreign

Courts : With French Fafliions they im-

bibe French Maxims, fo that, however ab-

furd it may appear, it is no uncommon

Sight to fee a travelled Man fo ignorant of

the Blenings of Liberty, as to miftake the

very Ellence and Ufe of it ; and far from

confidering it in its true Light, that of fe-

curing the Properties of all Men, and giv-

ing the poorefl Man Redrefs, againfl the

OpprefTions of the moft powerful, look

upon that Man as the moft free, who can,

uncontrouled, debauch moft Women, and

commit moft Diforders of all Kinds : Thus

they confound Liberty with the greateft

Licentioufnefs. Nay, fome of them, and

I fear not a few, are fo mcan-fpirited, as

willingly to furrender their Liberty to their

Superiors, provided they may tyrannize

over their Liferiors ; and, what is ftill more

monftrous, are fo degenerate, as publick-

ly to avow this, in all Companies, to be

the moft eligible Situation in Society. Fit

C 2 Mem-



Members thefe of a Brifi/Ij Senate! If

any of this Stamp fhould at any Time
hereafter, unhappily for this Nation, fuc-

ceed to a Seat in the Upper Hotife, we have

in that Cafe no Redrefs, and can only la-

ment our Misfortune : But the bare Pof-

fibility of fuch a Thing's happening there,

ought to put you on your ftridefl Guard to

prevent, as much as in you lies, any fuch

from obtaining a Seat in the Lower Houfe^

from which you have a Power to exclude

them. I don't doubt but you will have

Numbers of this Clafs, who, with flrong

SoUicitations in their Behalf, will offer

themfelves as Candidates at the approach-

ing Eledion. How proper fuch Men are

to be Guardians of our Liberty, and how
long we are to expert it, if committed in-

to fuch Hands, yourlelves are competent

Judges. But to return : As this Inunda-

tion ofLuxury was firfl: brought in upon

us by the Example of Perfons in high Sta-

tions, it is to be hoped, that fome of thefe

will find the Love of their Country glow

in their Breafls with a fufficient Warmth,

to induce them to get one of a contrary

Kind;
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Kind ; for as the Evil evidently has done,

fo the Cure mufl come, from above. Did

they but confider the Influence a ftv/ of

the firfl Nobility, who Ihould heartily fet

themfelves about this Work, would un-

doubtedly have over the Minds and Man-
ners of private Perfons ; I cannot but

think they would ftrive, with as much
Ambition, to be foremoft in the promo-

ting this great and glorious Work, as they

now do to fhine at a Birth-Night Ball,

The Thing is as laudable in itfelf, and at

leaft as much Content will attend it at pre-

fent, and as much Fame hereafter. If

this (hould fail, we have ftill a Refourfe

left us in Tou^ which is to give us a Legi-

flature (fo far as you are concerned in the

compofing it) who, by wholefome Laws,

will reftrain this monltrous Profufenefs of

Expence amongft us ; and fo fave us from

purfuing this Road to our Ruin : For it is

but too evident, that the extreme Poverty

of the lowefl Sort, and the Incumbrances

and Diftrefles attending the Fortunes of the

Better, muft naturally tend to fubjed: all,

to that Bane of Liberty, Corruption. This

Effed:
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Effedt of Luxury is, I fear (as is generally

the Cafe) as epidemick as its Caufe, and as

publick too. Thofe Deeds which, when

practifed by our Anceftors, were always

aded with the utmoft Secrecy, and with

great Caution, for fear the Perfon, to

whom any Thing of that Kind was ten-

dered, fliould not with Patience bear the

Mention of fuch a Propofal, are now done

in the Face of Day -, neither the Giver ch:

Receiver blufliing at the Pradice. All

Laws, made to fupprefs it, are univerfal-

ly allowed to be of no Effecl:. It has ta-

ken fuch deep Root in our Conftitution,

as in fome Meafure to endanger the Con-

ftitution itfelf, to endeavour to extirpate

it J
and yet will moft certainly, like a

Gangreen, dellroyit, if fpeedy and effec-

tual Medicines are not applied. To fuch

a Degree of Venality are we grown, that

every Tradefman thinks it abfolutely ne-

celTary to bribe our favourite Servants and

T)epcndant^ for our Cujlonh ^ojecond Fa-

vour, no Civility is expedted from any

Man, where the Gratification has not fo

immcdiatelv and certainlv followed the
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Jirfl^ as by Cuftom to become, really tho*

not verbally, a Promlfe before-hand. In

mofl Affairs of a publick Nature, Corrup-

tion is the fecret Spring that moves the

whole Machine. And tho' it has not yet,

bleffed be God, invaded our Courts of 'Ju-

dicature^ and they are flill left free from

its baneful Influence, as far as our Jufticc

is concerned, fo that Punifliments are not

unjuftly inflidted, nor Offenders illegally

caff
J yet after fuch Convidion, I fear it

takes Place too much, in relation to our

Mercy. Is an Offender pardoned or Pu-

nifhment remitted, it is too frequently at

the Interceffion of thofe, who think fome

Intereji may be ferved by fuch Proceed-

ing, and make that the 'Terms of their Le-

nity.

Th e r e is not an Eledion of the mean-

eft Officer in the Kingdom, where Cor-

ruption does not fliew itfelf barefaced.

This Pronenefs to Venality and Proftituti-

on among us equals, if not exceeds, that

of all former Ages, and is fcarce to be pa-

rallel'd in Hiftory, except among the Ro-

?}ians
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fnans in Jugurfhas Time, who, on leav-

ing Rome, made this memorable Speech,

" Farewel, thou Venal City, how foon

" would'ft thou be enflaved, if a Man
" were found rich enough to buy thee."

It is remarkable, that this was but a fmall

Diftance of Time before they were enfla-

ved, and their Credit of Courfe began to

diminifh in the World. Let us take Warn-

ing by their Example ; fave us, you that

have now Power in your Hands to do it,

from being betrayed by Men that will fell

us ! The bare Thought, of the Ufe evil

and corrupt Governors might make of

this Difpofition in us, is enough to terrify

a fober Mind. If we are to be bought, the

Government have the Means in their

Hands wherewith to buy us 3 as muil ap-

pear to every one by the following Account.

They have in their Gift the Difpofal of

Places, to the Value of Three Millions a

Year; And if this fhould not be fufficient,

the Crown is provided with an exorbitant

Civil Lift, out of which large Allowances

may be made, not only for Prefe?its upon

emergent Occafions, but alfo for Annual

Fenfions^
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Penfiotn to fuch as have more Modefty

than Virtue, or whofe Situation and Of-

fice is of fuch a Kind, that they could not

perform the Services required at their

Hands, if they were know7i to receive any

Emolument from the Government. Out of

this, the Sum of -j- 422,356 /. 13^.4^.

a Year, at leaft, may be enjoyed, compa-

tibly w^ith a Seat in either one or the other

Houfe of Parliament, and may be fo dif-

pofed of: The refl may be difperfed a-

mong fuch, as either have in themfelves,

or can procure Intereft in the Ele<fl:ion of

Members to ferve in Parliament. Befides,

there is the Income of tv^enty-fix Bifhop-

ricks, which may be fo given, as to make

fure of at leaft twenty Votes in the Upper

Houfe ; and the whole Revenue of Church

Benefices and Livings in the Gift of the

Crown : Add to all this, the Influence the

Government has in Indulgencies and Re-

mittances on Excife Profecutions, in Sea-

Ports, and among the feveral Tradefmen

f This Sum is taken from the Lift of Placemen, pub-

lilhed after the Debate on the Con'vinhon.

D and
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and Hdndicraftfmen employed in the Ser-

vice of the Government and Governors.

What Havock this Weight of Powerj

lodged in V7icked and corrupt Hands,

rnight make, if applied to our Deftrudion,

among a People joftling and crowding with

gaping Mouths and open Hands, to re-

ceive every the leajl Price of Proftitution,

J own gives me Horror, as I think it muft

to every true Englijl:?7ian, whenever I re-

fled on it. NOW is the Time for you

to exert your Spirit, and fliew yourfelves

Hofieji Britons, by returning fuch Mem-
bers, as will with Scorn rejedl any Oifers

that may be made them to betray the

Truft lodged in them by their Country,

and with juft Indignadon fpurn at the

audacious Offerer.

I WOULD not be underftood to mean

here, that all Power fhould be taken out

of the Hands of the Government, as fome

violent Writers have infinuated. No, the

Affairs of Government cannot be carried on

without a fufiicient Power lodged in the

Head, to enforce the Execution of the

Laws,
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Laws, and even to reward thofe that defenre

well of the State. But here it is neceflary

to have a due Balla?ice preferved : It is to

be obferved, that the People of Grt-^Z-^r/-

iain are fo far vefted in the Supreme Au-
thority, that no Law can take Place with-

out their Concurrence, by their Reprefen-

tatives chofen by themfelves : It is the

Duty of thefe Reprefentatives of the Peo-

ple to delegate a fufficient Power to the

Chief Magiflrates, for the Purpofes above

mentioned, to protect and preferve their

Conftituents ; but if at any Time, by their

own Laviflinefs of Grants, or by any other

accidental Courfe of Things, this Power

fliould grow fo great as to endanger the

Liberties of the People, for whofe Sake

only, and not for the Grandeur of any one

QiNimibcr of Men, this Power ought to be

granted -, then it ' is Time for them to be

upon their Guard, and to reilrain their

Hands. A due Attention to thefe Circum-

llances will at the fame Time give Aiitho^

rity to the Mi?iiftry\ and Security to the

People,

D 2 Anoj
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Another Grievance we labour under

is, that Violence of Party into which we
are mifcrably divided. I may here be

thought to deviate from all Political Wri-

ters, who have confidered our Divilions as

our greatefl: Security. I am ready with

them to grant, that a well-formed Party

founded on good Principles, who have al-

ways their Eye attentive to the Welfare of

the People, is our greatefl: Security againft

any deftrudtive Schemes, whicli may be

projeded by any v/icked Member of the

Common-wealth, who has Art enough to

get admitted into the Adminiftration of

Affairs ; to which every Government, as

well as tkis^ is liable. Nay, I will allow,

that the moil unreajonable 2X\.^ja5lious Op-

pofjioUy that ever was formed againft an

Adminiftration, is better than no7ie at all,

as it is always a Bugbear to a Minifter,

and may prevent his attempting any violent

Meafures. But then, becaufe we have

Jbmething which is better than iiothiiig^ let

us not be content with it iii its iJDorJi Shape,

but be emulous to have it in its beji^ and

fet
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fet it on a right Footing. In what State

our prefent Parties are, a clofer Examina-

tion will lead us to determine.

Whatever Diftindlions our Party

Divifions have formerly bore, the whole

Nation feems now divided into two leading

Fadions, which are diftinguiihed by the

Names of the Court and Coimtry Parties,

or Minijierialijls and Patriots^ as they are

fometimes called. In thefe two are con-

fufedly blended together all other former

Diftindtions. The firft is compofed, part-

ly of fuch who by Intereft are linked to

the prefent Adminiftration ; far be it from

me to imagine the whole Strength of the

Party lies in thefe : No, to them are join-

ed many of the Old Whigs^ who were

zealous in promoting the Hanover Succef-

fion, and now fland by the prefent Admi-

nirtration, even in fome Things which,

perhaps, they do not approve, as the furcft

Means of fupporting the prefent Family on

the Throne. The other Party is flill a

greater 'Jumble 3 it being compofed of all

the difcontented Men in the Kingdom ;

fome
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fomc of the fame Old JVhigs, who flick

fleady to their former Principles of oppo-

fing any Encroachments ofthe Crown, on

whofe-ever Head it is placed ; to thefe are

added all the I'ories and profefled Jaco^

bites. Thefe laft are a Set of People I can-

not fpeakofwith tolerable Temper : They

live under a Government, in which they

enjoy all the Privileges of the Community,

and to which they have not only ojtce

fworn Allegiance, but are ready to repeat

it when demanded > yet are conftantly at

Work to undermine it, (o may be faid to

live a perpetual Lye. An OATH is an

Appeal to the Omnifcient Author of Na-

ture for the Truth of what we are faying,

and is, befides, the only Security of a Bri-

tijh Subjed j our PropertieSy our Lives,

depend upon it, and are at the Mercy of

any who dares to violate it : What Credit

is then to be given to fuch Men, who,

through the whole Tenour of their Lives,

commit daily Perjury ? How much more

amiable is the Charadter of the Honeft

Nonjuror, who fubmits to fome temporal

Difadvantages, rather than hazard an Oath

he
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he cannot approve ? How infinitely lefs

dangerous to the Society and Government

Under which he lives ?

But to return from this Digreflion,

which perhaps has carried me into too

great Warmth. Thefe Parties, however

oppoiite they may feem, or may have

been reprefented to you, have the felf-fame

Views : Nothing is fo like the Condud: of

the one Party, as that of the other : They
both make Ufe of any unlawful Means to

attain their Ends : They are both ready

and a^ftive, to fcreen the mod enormous

Faults of their own Side, and to remark

feverely on the minuteft of the other,

without any Diftindion of Right or Wrongs

but only as it ferves the favourite Points

they have in View : They neither of them

ftick at any AfTertion, which feems to

forward any Scheme they are driving at,

tho* it is but a Lye of a Day^ Witnefs the

publick daily Papers wrote on each Side

the Queftion : They neither of them re-

quire any other Virtue, or any further Me-
rit in their Adherents, but a flricl At-

tachment
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tachment to their Caufe : In all publick

Aflemblies, wJiere they are to give their

Voice, you are fure to find them botbi

vote Plumb after their Leaders ; nay, a-

ny Man that dares to deviate from this

Rule, and vote according to his Confci-

cnce, becomes their Contempt. This na-

turally leads me to confider them in their

pi?blick and parliamentary Capacity. Here

the mofh ufeful and beneficial Ads have

been dropped, rather than either will add

one Jot to the Power of the other : Wit-

nefs the Poors and Regijiry Bills. So fure

is every Man's Opinion rated, that nothing

is more common, than for Members of

each Party, by mutual Compa(5t, to ftay

away from the Iloufe on any grand Quefii-

on, as previouily knowing how every Man
will vote, before the Qneftion comes to

be debated, or even before it is brought

into the Houfe : A fliocking Confiderati-

on this for their Conftituents ! But let us

examine the Condud; of each Party for

fome Years back a little more particularly,

-by which we maybe better able to judge

of the Merit of each, and their Defigns.

And
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And this will be doing no Injury to either,

for their Condud: in Parliament has been

fo often and publickly approved, by the

refpedlive Parties, that it may with great

Juftnefs be taken for the Senfe of the Par-

ties themfelves.

Th e Majority has for many Years been

compofed of fuch as are called of the Court

Part)\ and have never once deferted their

Loaders. They have been fo complaifant,

as to give every Tubing that has been asked

at their Hands, and have fliewed them-

felves hrmly attached to the Will of the

Miniftry, of that Miniftry,—who, during

their Adminiftration, have granted to the

Crown a larger Civil Liji than was known
in former Days—Who have introduced

and continued Septennial Farliaments

Who have never thought proper to repeal

the 'Riot A5f, which perhaps was necefla-

ry at the Time it was firft made—Who
have always found a Pretence for keeping

up a numerous Body of Forces^ during a

Peace of almoft thirty Years—Who, du-

ring that Time of Peace, have paid off but

a Trifle of the National Debt—Who have

E alwavs



always evaded any Enquiries into the State

of the Nation, or Abufes of the Reve?jues—
Who have always ufed their Endeavours

to fcreen any petty Officer from Parliamen-

tary Enquiry, and never once brought any

Plunderer of the Publick to Juftice—Who
have made a Seat in Parliament the only

Means of obtaining a P/«7^^, and the Voting

Right there the only Means of keeping

it—Who in moft of their Promotions have

never confidered any Merit, but have pro-

vided for People of infamous Charadters ;

and have even raifed to High Stations,

and Offices of Great Truft, fuch as their

Country have thought worthy of Punifh-

ment, and that to the Prejudice of People

of more Experience and greater Abili-

ties—Who have feldom or never regarded

the Voice of the Nation in any of their

Tranfadions—Who have conftantly reje(fl-

cd any Attempts made to take off the In-

fluence of Places in the Houfe of Com-
mons—Who have made it a Maxim, in

pafTing the moft Salutary Laws, to get, if

poffible, a frefh Acquifition of Power or

Profit to the Crow^n : Witnefs the Gin

A6i (a Reflraint fo neceffary for the

Healths,
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Healths, Morals, and Religion of the in-

ferior Sort, that, unlefs eitedual Care be

fome Way taken in Relation to it, our

Body Politick feems to be in great Dan-

ger)—Who, now that Ad: is pafTed, are

fo mean-fpirited, as to be deterred from

putting it vigoroufly in Execution, by the

infolent Oppofition of their Enemies

—

Whofe chief Favourites arc People of

debauched Lives and dillblute Charac-

ters—And who, to fum up all, have never

omitted any. one Adion, to ftrengthen and

preferve themfelves in Power, and make that

the 07ily Point they have in View. From
Parliaments thus difpofed to gratify the

Will of a Miniftry, and which have alrea-

dy gone fuch Lengths to do it, Why
fliould we fuppofe they would ftop fliort

here, if more was afl^ed from them ? Sa

that I can't help looking upon it as a great

Bleffing to this Nation, that the Prince on

the Throne and his Miniftry have been

fo reafonable in their Demands. If they

had afked for a Vote to enable his Majefly

to raife Money and levy Forces, without

the Confent of Parliament, and without

being accountable to it ; I would not have

E 2 anfwer-
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anfwcred for the Confequences. If that

had been the Cafe, and we had a Prince

of a different Temper on the Throne, one

who would have employed this Money

and thefe Forces againfl: his Subjed:s, How
fhould we have attempted to have helped

ourfelves, with a Riot, a Black, and a

Smuggling A(5t hanging over our Heads?

A(fts which the Flagitioufnefs of the Times

might make abfolutelyneceffary, but which

would neverthelefs be terrible Weapons in

the Hands of an Evil Minifter, and by

which any Deiigns to recover our Liberty

might be quafhed in the Beginning, and

our firft Efforts towards it made a Capital

Crime, by Laws of our own Enadting.

Where could we have looked for Redrefs,

or from whom could we hope it, unlefs

from that very Army of which we are jea-

lous, who, in former Days, have hi-

therto always adted like Men of true

Honour and Spirit, upon all fuch Oc-

cafions, and have deferted the Prince to

proted: the People, whenever their Inte-

refts have come in Competition. But if a

Practice fhould be introduced of making

a Vote in Parliament the Teft of a Man's

Honour
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Honour and Abilities in a Military Com-
mand, our Hopes would foon be cut off

there too.

The Diftrefs the Generality of this Na-
tion find themfelves under at prefent, is,

I know, charged upon the Miniftry, as

owing to their Mifmanagement. It has

always been the Practice of the People in

all Countries, when they find themfelves

opprelTed with Misfortunes, to lay the

Caufe of them on their Governors ; but

God forbid I fliould tax any Man with

what does not immediately concern him ;

let us not, for the Sake of throwing the

Weight from off our own Shoulders, load

them with what does not certainly belong

to them ; they have enough to do to fup-

port what ought juflly to be laid upon

them. This Grievance arifes from various

concurring Caufes, but chiefly from our

own not having Refolution enough to

retrench our Expences^ at the Time our

Incomes are leffening. Can the KeduEiion

of the National hitere/i be called a Crime

in the Miniflry, even in the Opinion of its

mofl profeffed Enemies ? Then how can

thi»
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tlois be imputed as a Fault in them ai\y

otherwife, than as they have indeed taken

no one Step to difcourage this Prodigality

among us.

The Oppofttion that has been made to

the Meafures of the Miniftpy, you may

perhaps think a fufficient Security againfh

any Dangers here fuggefted : To fet you

right in this Particular, let us, in its Turn,

examine this Oppofttion^ and the Condud:

of its Members, during the fame Term of

Years.

They are ufually ftiled the Country

Party, but more properly, the Members

in the Oppojition, for fuch literally and

truly has it been. Their Rule of Adion

feeming to be to oppofe any Queftion^

propofed by the Miniftry, be it what it

will. As the chief Aim of the Court Par-

ty appears to be to keep themfehes in

Power ; fo that of the Country Party is to

get into Power, upon the Ruin of the prc-

fent PofTeffors of it. To effed this, their

Scheme is to diftrefs the Miniftry as much

as poffible, and without confidering the

Merits



Merits of the Qvitflion in Debate, or ma-

king Rfghf and Wrong at all the Rule of

their Addon, are fure to vote on the con-

trary Side from the Miniftry. They are

equally ready to be fent for to vote w^hen

it comes to a Pinch, without ever learning

what the Queftion is. If it is objedted on

one Hand, that the Majority have on con-

troverted Eledions always voted in their

Friends as legally chofen 3 it is no lefs fure

on the other, that the Minority have as

conftantly voted fuch Eledions illegal : The

Merits of the Caufe are not regarded on

either Side. As it is highly improbable

that every Scheme, whether great or tri-

pling, of one Set of them fhould always be

rights fo it is much more improbable, that

they fhould always be wrong j yet have the

Country Tarty never failed to oppofe every

one. Foolifli Men ! not to confider that

in Policy they oughtycw^/zw^i, at leaft, to

come into the Meafures of the Adminiftra-

tion, meerly to add Weight to their Oppo^

fition^ when they do oppofe them. They

litde think, what Dignity a conftant Ad-

herence to Truth and Reafon in their De-

liberations refleds on thofe, who have

Virtue
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Virtue enough to put it in PracStice ; whiit

Force it adds to their Counfels and Opini-^

ens. A few, a very few in either Houfe,

who throwing alide all Party View, all

Pique and Refentment, and acknowledg-

ing no other Bond of Union among them-

felves, but tbu oi common Honejty znd In-

tegrity, iliould a<fl and vote, uniformly

and vigoroufly, according to the Didates

of their Reafon, and the true Interefl of

their Country, would, I am well per-

fuaded, have more Influence without

Doors, and carry more Terror within,

than the moft powerful Fadion, compofed

of the ableft Heads of the Kingdom, could

do, by ading in any other Manner. I

have always conlidered it, as one of the

greateft Pieces of good Fortune which has

attended this Miniftry, That they have

had to do withfuch an Oppofition, Would

a Mi?jorit)\ headed by Py?n'Sy Hampde?2's,

and Ludlow's, have flruggled for Years, and

got to be within fourteen of the Majority ;

would they, I fay, at fuch a Jundure,

fhamefully and ignominioufly have deferted

the Caufe, and left the Nation to be go-

verned by People whom they thought evil

and
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and wicked Governors, without any Con-

troul ? Would they even have continued a

Minority to the End of the Parliament ?

No, they would have fucceeded. The
Nation, at that Time of Day, lent them

their Affillance, becaufe it was confidently

believed, they had the publick Welfiire at

Heart. But this is not the Cafe now
(v/ould to God it was) and becaufe it is not,

the Men, the mofl eminent for Virtue and

Difintereftednefs in the prefent Age, fit

ftill and engage in no Party^ lend their

helping Hand to neither^ as thinking nei-

ther worthy to be ferved, or that it is of

any Confequence to themfelves, or the In-

tereft of the Nation, which Side is upper-

moft. Inftead of fuch a well-formed Op-

pofition, we have feen this Fence of our

Liberties fhamefuUy proftituted to private

Animofities, and a Thirft of Power. It

has through its whole Courfe been condudt^

ed with Heat and Violence, and has pur-

fued this Maxim, as the Rule of its Pro-

ceeding (viz.) to make bold Aflertions, and

deal in general Invedives, when Fa(5ls

have failed. Its Members have been urg-

ed to this, fome from private Refentment,

F others,
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others, from Party Zeal, which, ftrong

as it is, was not yet of Force enough to in-

fluence all of that Side (to their Honour

be it always remembered) in their laji me-

morable Attack ; than which nothing could

be more frivolous, nothing worfe concert-

ed. Befides, an Oppofition of fuch Men
is not a Security agninft a defigning Mini-

iler ; for if he finds he wants Numbers on

any emergent Occafion, To whom (hould

he apply ? To fuch as make the Guidance of

their Confcience the Rule of their Voting ?

No, thefe are not for his Purpofe j their

iRuleofAdion is ilubborn,and will not give

Way 3 but it is ilatural for him to make

Application to fuch, as give him daily

Proofs of their having Confciences which

will let them vote Plumb on that Side the

Queftion on which they are lifted : The
Tranfition from oPaC to the other is eafy,

and every Bay's Experience confirms the

Truth of this Obfervation.

Another Name this- Party is fome-

times diftinguiflied by, is that of Patriots :

A Name they feem extreamly fond of ap-

propriating to themfelves, and no Won-
der
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der they fliould, for it is one of the

moft glorious Appellations we can be di-

ftinguiflied by. It is a Name which im-

plies, that we, diverting ourfelves of all

private and interefted Views, have nothing

at Heart but the Intereft, Welfare, and

Happinefs of our Countrymen : For thefe,

a Patriot is fuppofed to ficrifice his owri

Pleafures, and, if Circumftances require it,

his own Fortune. It is a Name which

betokens univerfal Benevolence. But be

not deceived with empty Words and Ti-

tles : How well this Party deferves the

Name of Patriots^ let their Adlions declare

for them, for the Tree is beft known by

its Fruit. Patriotijht requires, that a Man
fliould lay afide all Heats, and perfonal

Animoiities, and heartily concur in the

true Intereft of his Country. If he finds

the Rulers of it are miflaken, that he

fliould cooly point out their Errors, and

the beft Method to amend them, and not

cavil and flill leave them in the wrong

Road : And this he ought to do, equally,

whether fuch Rulers happen to be of the

Number of his Friends, or not. Is a

Country over-run with Debaucheriesy

F 2 Luxury,
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Luxury, Corruption, and Difcord ? Pa-
triotij'm would ufe its utmofl Endeavours

to put a Stop to the growing Evils, and

would incline its Profeilbrs to fet the firft

Example of a Reformation. Is a Nation

injured by a Foreign Power ? A true Spi-

rit oi Patriotifm would join Hands and

Hearts to defend it againft the Common
Foe, and be far from expoiing its Weak^
nefs and intefline Diviiions to the Enemy.

Does this Party ad; in this Manner? Is

the Contempt of the Laws, the Pity fhewn

on the vile Mifcreants who fuffer for in-

fringing them, the ill Treatment the exe-

cutive Power are fure to meet with in put-

ting them in Execution : I fay, is this

Patriotifm ^ No, that requires Decency

and Order, and a due Submiffion to all

Laws the Legiflature iliall make, for the

Reformation ofour Manners, and the v/ell

Governing the State. Now let any one

confider the infamous Infinuations daily

publi{l:ed in the London E'-jeni?ig-PoJl^

Crajtjman^ Common-Sejife, &c. all Papers

profelledly and avowedly wrote in the Sup-

port of this Party, and accordingly patro-

piz'd by its Members ; let them fee whe-

ther
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ther they can reconcile thefe to the Spirit

of Patriotifm, Is the Defpifing our own
, Manufadures, and, for the Sake of a fup-

pofed Elegance, the Cloathing ourfelves

and Families with the Produce of Foreign

Countries, by which our own Poor are

flarved, and theirs employed ? Is the Ser-

ving our Tables with Wines, and all other

Delicacies, from Countries who take no-

thing from us but Specie, by which the

Nation is annually drained of immenfe

Sums ? Is this Pairtotijm ? Yet thefe ai'e

equally and as glaringly the Adions of this

Party, as of the other. But thefe are,

and mufl be Patriots ; and if thefe carry

their Elegance to fuch a Pitch, as to be

contented with nothing that is Englijh^ but

are fo delicate as to import every Trifle

from Abroad, even at the Rifque of a Sei-

zure, ftill by thefe it is done for the Love

of their Country. Is there a Man who will

deny his Palate, to fave his Country's Trea-

fure ? Who will difpenfe with thofe tri-

fling Niceties of Colour or Fafhion in his

Apparel and Furniture, that his own Poor

may be employ'd ? Who will, in himfelf

and Adherents, diicourage all Articles of

Luxury
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Luxury and Prodigality ? Who will facri*

iice his own Pleafures to the Happinefs of

his Countrymen ? And who will exert

himfelf to preferve the Liberty, and re-

ftrain the Licentioufnefs of the People ?

This Man, and this Man only, deferves

the Name of a Patriot.

I HAVE dwelt the longer on this Head,

becaufe it feems to be a vulgar Error, by

much Pains, eftablifhed and inculcated in

you ; that your Liberties will be fafe, if

trufted into the Hands of this Party. I

have endeavoured to undeceive you in this

Point J and if what I have already faid, is

not fufficient for that End, I hope the

following Fad:s will fully convince you of

the Truth of what has been faid, viz.

That both Parties are alike, and their only

View is to attai?i Power to make ih&fame

TJfe of it. The Fads I allude to, are

Tranfadions that pafTed in a publick Af-

fembly, where the Majority are notorioufly

lifted in this Party : An AfTembly, whofe

Praife has been trumpeted forth by every

Writer of the Country Party, who have

been called the moft uncorrupt Set of Men
in
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in the Kingdom, whofe Condudl has even

been pointed out as a Pattern for that of

our Parliaments, and who ftrenuoufly ex-

erted themfelves in Behalf of the Place^

Bill. My Pveaders, by this Time, will al!

furmize, that I can mean no other but

that of the Commoners of the City of Tjon-

don, in Common-Council affembled. It is

well known, that this Body is compofed

of the principal Tradefmen of the City,

elected to this Truil: by their Brethren.

Upon Propofals being delivered to this Bo-

dy, for building the Manfion-Houfe for the

Refidence of their Mayor, they agreed to

a Propofal for ijiool. delivered by Mem-
bers of their own Body, in Oppofition to

Perfons who offered to do the fame Work,

on the fame Conditions, and at leaft equal

Security, for 16975 /. They came to a

Refolution, that Mr. John C //, City

Carpenter, had been concerned in a Com-
bination to raife the Price of Piling and

Planking the Foundation for the faid Man-

fion-Houfe, and that, by fuch Combina-

tion, he had grofly abufed the Office and

Truft repofcd in him, as a Common-Coun-

cil Man : Upon this Refolution, they

made
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made an Order for a Bill to be brought

into their Court, to prevent any Member

thereof from being concerned in any

Works belonging to the City or Bridge-

Houfe. A very ufcful Bill, no doubt,

becaufe of many Inconveniences arifing

from the former Pradtice. This felf- de-

nying Bill, you may be fure, was greatly

extolled by their daily Writers ; it was

called a Sort oi Place-Bill^ and happened

much about the Time that the Place-

Bill in Parliament was in Agitation. Now
let us fee how this worthy Body behaved

on thefe Occafions : They firft employed

the fam.e Mr. C // to do the Carpenter's

Work for the Manfion-Houfe ; and upon

its being put to the Vote, Whether this

Bill fhould be committed, it pafled in the

Negative, by a Majority of J.S
againfl 43.,

almofl two to one.

The Candidates, who will offer them-

fclves to your Choice on this Occafion, will,

in all probability, be fuch,whofe chief Merit

will confiil: in the being firmly attached to

the C7te or the other of thefe Parties. The

Arguments made Ufe of in publick, to in-

duce.
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duce you to declare for them, will be

drawn from hence. The Influences you will

receive in private, will be of another Kind.

But I flatter myfelf, you will have Virtue

enough to refift both j it is a fufficicnt Caufe

of Rejedion, that a Man is lifted in either

Fad:ion. If your Choice fliould fall on the

iiril, and you lliould return a Parliament

attached, either by Inclination or Intereft,

to the Miniftry, one fingle Vote might

give up your Liberties, if afked at theit

Hands : They may either continue them-

felves, or vote themfelves ufelefs, and, by

fo doing, may put it out of your Power,

by any future Attempts, to relieve your-

felves, if you neglecft the prefent Opportu-

nity which is in your Hands. Ifyour Choice

Ihould fall on the laft^ and you iliould re-

turn a Parliament of the Coimtry Party,

you muft expect one of thefe two Things,

either that the Prince on the Throne will,

or will not, give up his former Miniflry ;

If, on Account of this Party's being a Ma-
jority, he fliould do it, and put their Lead-

ers in the Place, you are jufi: where you

were, with the Names only changed, the

fame Dangers hanging over your Heads

:

If from Gratitude for pad Services, or

G from
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frotn Steadinefs of Temper, he flioulcl re-

fufe to do that ; we lliould foon be in the

iitmofi: Confurion, to have a Majority, in

the Ho'jfe of Commons, oppofing every-

Scheme of the Miniftry, well or ill con-

certed, and refafing their Aflent to the

moft necefTary Afts, for the carrying on the

Enfinefs of the State : This may pufli the

Minii1:ry into violent Meafures, and put

them upon taking unwarrantable Steps, in

order to profecute their Projecfls. If any of

the Evils, here fuggefted, fliould unhappily

come to pafs, the Body of the Nation, tho'

inclined to bear a great deal, before they are

drove to fach dreadful Extremities, yet, if

we may be allowed to judge from their

former Conduct on like Occafions, will not

be tame enough to fubmit without a Strug-

gle. In either Cafe, the Sword of Civil

War will probably be drawn, and, when

once drawn, God only knows when it will

be fheathed. The Miferies, attending fuch a

Situation, have been too often reprefented,

to want a farther Defcription here, and
'

are too fhocking to repeat j but can be only

well knov/n to thofe who have felt them.

Who would fall the firft Victims to its

Wrath?, we cannot tell j but we all know,

that.
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tliat, if Juftlce were to take Place, It would

be thofe Wretches, who were the fird In-

ilruments of betraying our Liberties, and

pufliing us to fuch fatal Meafures. Fatal, I

may well call them, for, in fuch a Cafe,

whoever fuccceds the Nation is fure to

bleed : They are Meafures which ought

never to be entered on, but in the mofl de-

fperate Circumftances ; for the End, when
obtained, does but jufl pay for the Means
by which it v/as brought about. I acknow-

ledge, many great and glorious Stands have

been made by the People of this Kingdom,

in Defence of their Liberties and their Re-

ligion J Succefs has attended their former

Endeavours, and poffibly will their future ;

but will any Man in his Senfes, for that

Reafon, rufh into fo imminent Dangwr,

which he can avoid, and while he has

Time to prevent it? Does the moft intre-

pid and fuccefsful General, who refciies die

People at this dreadful Expence, deferve

lialf the Thanks of his Country, which
thofe do, who, by their prudent and wife

Conduct, prevent thefe Calamities.

My prefent Addrefs to you would be

needlefs, if we were drove to thefe Necef-

G 2 fitieg.



[ 50
fitics at prefent. No, thank God, it is flill

in sour Power to defend us from them, by

returning Members for thi:- Parliament,

who fhall dare to pradife Virtue thenifehcs^

to encourage and countenance it in others^

and, where that will not reach, to enforce

it by wholefome Laws, which now you

give them the Power of mailing. As Vice

has brought us thus low, fo Virtue^ and

that onl\\ can raife us. I have now fliewn

you that the Vices, which this Nation is

particularly inclined to in the prefent Age,

are fuch as have a natural Tendency to ruin

and enflave us. In a general national Di-

ftrefs, who are moft likely to feel the firft

EfFe6ls, but the pooreft in the Nation :

Their prefent extreme Poverty, and fre-

quent Infurrcdlions, are but too fure a Pre-

fage of the growing Evil. They, at prefent,

are but flight Eruptions of an inflammato-

ry Fever lurking in the Blood 3 but when
the Evil grows more general, and People

of higher Rank fall into the fame Diftrefs,

which muft happen, if Things continue in

their prefent Courfe ; we have too much
^eafon to fear, the Confequences will at

leaft be very grievous, if not fatal. I have

likewife fet before you the Precipice on

whicli
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which we ftand fo near the very Brink,

that it is almoft in any one's Power to pufli

lis down it, even as he paiTes. There

now remains for me to point out to you

the moft Iikeh\ and, I may fay, the mofl

certain Means, to fave yoiirfelves and Coun-

trymen ; which, if you approve of, it is

your Duty to put in Pra(5tice with your

utmoll Refolution and Vigour.D

You are then to return Men, who will

defpife all little factious Cabals, but will

make it their conftant Care, to confult the

Good of the Common-weal, and provide

for the Glory and Defence of the Nation,

to the bcft of their Abilities, let who will

be at the Helm of Affairs—Men who will

be provident ofthepublick Treafure—who
will be watchful over the Liberties of the

People——who will encourage Induftry

in our own Manufactures who
will provide for the necelTary Charges of

the Government, in fuch Manner as may
Icaft annoy our Trade at Home and A-
broad—who will not fuffer Foreigners to

infult us, or our own People to infult the

Laws. If you let flip this Opportunity,

you may never have (mother. Let the In-

treaties
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treaties and Supplications of your Coun-

trymen prevail on you, to look upon them

with an Eye of Pity, and give them that

Security of their Liberties and their Proper-

ties, which they now aflc at your Hands.

In order to be able to aflert this, it is your

Duty to look out with the greatell Circum-

fpeclion, among your Neighbourhood and

Acquaintance, for Men, whofe real Cha-

rad;ers you may get at the Knowledge o^,

and who, through the whole Tenour of

their Lives, have Ihewn, that they have adl-

ed from Principles of Honour aixi Virtue
;

Men of unblemidied Charaders, beloved

in their Country, who in their Families

have been tender to their Wives and Chil-

dren J
have a(5led the Part of indulgent

Mailers and Landlords—Men, who have

their Ears and Hearts open, to hear and

relieve the Wants of the induftrious Poor,

and have Adivity and Spirit enough to

piirfue and corre^; the idle and vagrant ; a

Diflindion of the utmoft Confequence to a

tradino: Nation, but which few knov/ how

to niake properly—Men, who have ma-

naged their own Affairs with Prudence and

Oeconomy, and the Affairs of others com-

mitted to their Charge, with Uprlghtnefs

and
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jlnd Integrity—Men, who in their publlck

Capacities, if they have ever acfted in that

Charader, have proted:ed the Weaker a-

gainfl any Oppreffions of the Stronger,

and have always impartially rewarded Me-
rit, and puniflied Villainy, in whomfoever

either has been found ; and who have ne-

ver fuffered themfelves to be deterred, from

purfuing the upright Purpofe of their

Heart, either by the Smiles or Frowns of

the Great, but have always confidered the

firft, as ufelefs to promote, as the laft are

impotent to leiTen, the Happinefs of all

honeft Mind—Men, who, in fine, have

proved themfelves tender Husbands^ kind

Fathers^ indulgent Mafters^ eafy Landlords

^

juft Guardians^ upright yudges, and to be

of a humane and bejie-volefit Dijpofition to-

wards their 'whole Species. Thefe are Cha-

racters you can eafily get to the Knowledge

of, and which, I hope, are not fo uncom-

mon, but that every one of you know fome

Man, who can with Juftice fay, he has

fome Pretenfions to deferve j and yet, I

fear, are too rare, to diftrad: your Choice
' by Numbers. Thefe are the only proper

Recommendations for Men, who are to be

eleded into a publick Truft : For fuch

Men
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Men as thefe cafi fave us, and fuch as thefe

will fave us ; therefore, fuch as thefe you

ought to draw by Force into the Service of

their Country on this Occafion : For who
is fo likely to be provident of \\\t piiblkk

^reafure, as he who has been an Oecono-

niift of his owfi ? Who is fo likely to eafe

and redrefs the Wants and Grievances of

the Poor in his puhlick Capacity, as he,

who has opened his Purfe to them in his

private ? Who is fo proper a Guardian of

the Publicky as he, who has fliewn hini-

felfjuft to his Wards in private f Who is

fo fit to protedt our Liberties in Farlia-

ment^ as he, who has already done it on

the Bench ? Or from whom may we ex-

pecfl a true Spirit to refift and oppofe any

Encroachments of the greater on the poor-

er, in a parliamentary Capacity, but from

that Man, who, in his private Station, has

always bravely withflood their Influence ?

In fuch Hands your Liberties, your All^

will be fafe ; and the Circumltances you

will neceffarily find yourfelves in, at the

End of a feven Years Parliament, com-

pofed of fuch Members, will be, moft cer-

tainly preferable to any that you have yet

felt, or can poflibly make to yourlelves,

from
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from any prefent Advantage whatever to

be made, from an unworthy Choice :

Your Trade will be in a flourifhing Condi-

tion, your Taxes lefTened, and thofe that

remain put on an eafier Footing, The
frequent, nay conftant Experience you have

had from your Conduct in former Eledi-

ons, and your Circumfhances not being bet^

tered by fuch Choice, ought, one fhould

imagine, to put you upon trying fome new
Expedient ; Ifany other Method feems to

vou better calculated to this End, than this

propofed, in God's Name follow it, but fol-

low it with Vigour and Honefty 5 do but ^t-

t2.m the EfidJ and whatever Mecms youpur-

fue, will be equally acceptable to all your

Well-wifliers. But let not artful and defign-

ing Men dilTuade you from fuch a Choice,

on Pretence of Want of Abilities in the

Perfons you fhall pitch upon : In the firfl

Place, it is abfurd to fuppofe, that Men,

conducing themfelves uniformly with fuch

Difcretion, fliould want Abilities ; in the

next, if that fliould be the Cafe, the

Want of Virtue and Dllinterellednefs is a

much more dangerous Thing : Befides, in

what Situation are great Abilities chiefly

wanted ? To condud: a bad Caufe ; to hide

H over
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over evil Defigns ; to prefcrve Government

amongfl a People who are not well per-,

fuaded of the good Intentions of their Go-
vernors ; to find out plaufible Reafons of

Ading, when they dare not aver the true

ones. Honefty flands in need of no fucli

Siipports, it dares do what is right, and

dfires aiiign the true Reafon for fo doing :

And the People will foon be convinced of

the Benefits arifing from fuch a Govern-

ment.

. I HAVE now fully reprefented to you

tlie Dangers which furround you, and have

iliewn you one Path by which you may
cfcape. If your own Intercft, joined to

the Welfare and Prayers of your Fellow-

Subjedts, will not move you to exert your-

felves in this, perhaps hiji, Opportunity

you liiali ever have of extricating your-

felves ', what (liall I fay to you ? What

can I call you ? Mtm you cannot be. Shew

but the leafc Defire of making a difinterefl-

ed and honefl: Choice, and you will have

the Heads, the Hearts, the Hands of the

Nation to afijiil you ; who will at prefent

look on you with Pleafure ; attend your

Steps with Blellings and Prayers for Succefs

in
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in all your Undertakings^ which at leaft

you will merit ; and will fliew you to their

Pofterity, and record you as the Prefer-

vers of your Country. Thefe are Satif-

fadtions, which, perhaps, are the only

ones, greater in the Enjoyment, than in the

Exped:ations. Would any Set of Men in

their Senfes barter away thefe Pleafures? For

what, for their Reverfe ? To become the

Scorn and Outcaft of the prefent Age, and

the Reproach of future. But I have faid

too much, this cannot be. I indulge my-
felf in the Thoughts, that I fliall fee you,

on this very critical Occafion, behave like

ENGLISHMEN, and Ihew your-

felves Men who have Virtue enough to

wifi to be, and Spirit enough to dare try

to be, uncorrupt, difmterejied, and confe-

quently FREE,

Ha POST-
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P OSTSCR IP'T.

I
CANNOT difmifs yon, without

making fome Apology; which, per-

haps, may be thought neceilary by

iome of my Readers, for the Offence I

may have given them, by that Freedom of

Speech, and Boldnefs of Expreffion, which

I have ufed through this whole Addrefs.

I hope I have charged no Set of Men
wrongfully ; if I fliall be thought to have

done it, I declare it is unknowingly, and

undefignedly, I have no Enmity to any one

Man, or any Body ofMen living ; and, if

I have been too fevere, it is only on the
^

corrupt and violent Partifans of both Sides

:

At kaft, thus much mufl be faid for me,

that I have been impartial. As for all

thofe, by whatever Name they have been

diflinguiHied, ^c. who have preferred the

Didates of their Reafon, to all other

Views, I hope I have afcribed to them all

due Praife ; I am fare no one honours

them more than I do j and it is merely to

increafe their Numbers, that I have pre-

vailed
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vailed on myfelf to take my Pen in Hand.

The Setting the Faults of bvfh Parties in

one View, I apprehended, might be ufe-

ful towards attaining this defirable End 5

I hope, that, as each fees the Errors of his

own Side, he may be prevailed on, to bear,

with more Patience, the Failings of the

other ', and on that Account, to forbear all

Virulence and violent ExprefTions, and

fo heartily join their Endeavours to pro-

mote the Good of the Whole. Rit if it is

Hill afked me, why I am fo fevere, tho'

not undefervedly ; I anfwer. That I think

the Time is come, that it is proper you

fliould be undeceived ; Palliatives have

been long enough ufed, and it is abfolute-

ly neceflary, that the Wound fhouid be

probed to the Bottom, tho' the Operation

may be painful. You liave been long im-

pofed on, and been told that all your Grie-

vances proceed from your Governors, and

the Corruption of your Parliaments. Per-

haps, Affairs might have been conducted

more to your Liking, and with greater

Difintereitednefs. But what Right have

you to exped: Uprightnefs in your Repre-

jentatives^ when you arc negligent in your

Choice of them ? Are yourfelves the only

Set
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Or are you to look for Hoiiefty in the Par-

liament-Houfe oftly f It is neceflary honefl

Men fhould fpeak out before it is too late.

Amend yourfelves, that it is in your Power

mofl certainly to do^ and be afTured, that,

unlefs a greater Stock of Virtue iprings up

among the People of this Nation, we are

an undone People, and, till that happens,

all Attempts to relieve ourfelves will prove

fruitlefs and vain. I hope thefe Confidera-

tions will induce all impartial Men to for-

give me for my Bluntnefs j and then the

Animadverfions of the violent Men of ei-

ther Party, will give me but very little

Pain, being prepared for them, before I

undertook this Addrefs.

FINIS.










