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HIS EXCELLENCY

THE EARL OF HERTFORD.

MY LORD,

YOUR Excellency's extenfive Con-

nexions in this Kingdom, and

that univerfal Confidence which is plac-

ed in you here, raifing you above the

influence of Party, not to mention my
long perfonal Knowledge ofyour aflidu-

ous Attention to the united Interefts of

both Kingdoms, induce me to take the

liberty of addrefling my Sentiments to

your Excellency upon the Subjeflt of

Septennial Parliaments ; and of aflliring

you that I am, with the highefl and

moft perfect Regard,

MY LORD,

YOUR EXCELLENCY'S MQST DUTIFUI4,

AND MOST OBEDIENT

HUMBLE SERVANT,
Dublin,

Jan. 25, 1766.

Alex. Mc. Aulay,
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Septennial Parliaments

VINDICATED.

I
HAVE inlerted my Name in the

Title-Page, to exempt me from the

Trouble of replying to anonymous Wri-
ters : Declamatory Men, I fliall always

treat with the fame Negle6l. I find an

Author of that Clafs hath, under the

Maik of Patriotifm, lately publifhed a

Pamphlet of evil Tendency; alarming

many well-meaning People with appre-

henfions of Dangers, which have no
other Exiftence than in the Author's

over-heated Imagination : It may, per-

haps, be doubted whether they exift

there. Confidered as a Declamation,

it is by no means a defpicable P^srfor-

niance : But the argumentative Piirt of

the Work, if any Thing in it deferves

|hat Name, is unworthy of Notice.

THE
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THE Word, PEOPLE, in this

Eflay, generally fignifies all under the

Degree of Nobility : But it fometimes

is meant to exclude the Reprefentatives

of the People, in Parliament. I hope,

this little Ambiguity will be thought

allowable ; Reprefentatives not being

very confiderable, when compared with

Conftituents as a Body.

THIS being premifed, I fhall now
proceed to the Subje6l.

1 N every mixt Government, like

ours, the weight of Conftituents hath

always been, and ever muft be, propor-

tioned to the Duration of Parliaments.

An Eledion appro riLing muft, from the

Nature of Man, give Electors more In-

fluence than one at a Diftance, on thofe

who intend to be Candidates.

ANTIENTLY, when moft of the

Lands in England v^'qiq in the Hands o£

the King and Lords, annual Parliaments

were found Neceftary to preferve a due

Share of Power in the People. After-

wards, when the Property of the Crown
was diminiflied ; the Nobility aliening,

and the landed Intereft of the Commons
growing
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growing conflderable ; In Confequence

of a Method found out in the Reign of

Henry VII. to alien entailed Eftates ; it

became neceffary to lengthen Parlia-

ments, in order to ballance the Weight

of the People ; and Henry VIII. then

aflumed a Power of proroguing them at

his Pleafure.

I HAVE not met with more than one

Seffion in a Parliament, until the Reign

oi Edward \Y, In that Reign, Parlia-

ments were fometimes continued for a

fecond Seffion ; by the joint Authority

of the King and Parliament : But, un-

til the Reign of Henry VIII. I cannot

find a fingle Inftance, where a Parlia-

ment was continued beyond one Seffion,

by the fole Authority of the Crown.

THIS Ufurpation of Henry WW,
was fubmitted to, for about a Century

and a half; from the peculiar Circum-

ftances of the Times : But its danger-

ous Tendency having at length become
alarming ; triennial Parliaments were in-

troduced into England^ recently after

the Revolution; and continued for a-

bout twenty Years, until the Acceffion

of
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of cur lecond Deliverer. At that Time,

Numbers of the Britifi Conftituents

happening to be infatuated by the Non-

fenfe of Jacobitifm, it was found ad-

vifeable to prolong the then Parliament

in Great-Britain^ and to eftabliili fep-

tennial Parliaments in that Kingdom

;

which have ever fince been adhered to,

there; as the true Medium to guard

againft Democracy on the one Hand,

and Arifliocracy on the other.

WHAT is there, then, to diftinguifli

us from Great-Britain^ in this Refped ?

Can our Laws, impowering the Govern-

inent and Council, here, to certify Bills,

be urged as a Pvcafon why our Parlia-

ments ought to be of longer Duration

than theirs ? Or can it be aflerted that

•our People are fuperior to theirs in

Weight and Influence ; and that we

therefore require longer Parliaments than

they do, in order to diminifh the Weight

of our People, for the Purpofe of pre-

ferving the' like Ballance of Power here,

as is preferved there, in the three Ef-

tates of the Realm ; or that feptennial

Ekaions would induce greater Expence

among

1
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asnong us, in proportion to our Fortunes^

than is occafioned by inch Ele6lions in

Gr^.at-Britain ; where the Temptations

to Excefs in the Expence of Ele6lions

are much ftronger ? Surely Ailertions fo

evidently repugnant to Truth, will not

be uttered.

ONE would think, the Example of

Great-Britain fliould be decifive, in

this Cafe. We, as a Nation, may pro-

perly be confidered in a State of Infan^

cy. Our Nativity, as a fettled Country

of Liberty, cannot be dated higher than

the Revolution; perhaps, not quite fo'

high. We have no Experience of our

own, that can be much relied on, in

any conftitutional Matter.

WHAT then are we to do upon Oc-
Gallons of this Kind ? Should not we
(the Sons of Britain^ have recourfe to^

the Experience and Example of our

Parent-Country ? Should we not, upon
every Occafion, entertain the higheft

Sentiments of Honour and filial Reve-

rence for her Example ?

THE Example of Great-Britain^ in

this Particular, does not reft merely up-

B OQ
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on Its own Authority ; but is fupported

by the ftrongefh Reafons.

THE Houfe of Commons are the

general Inquifitors of the Realm. In-

quiring into and redreffing Grievances,

hath been always confidered as a prin-

cipal Part of their Truft. How this

Truft was difcharged in unlimited Par-

liaments is well known. Leaders and

their Followers were the Authors of

Grievances ; and never at a Lofs, for a

large Majority in fuch Parliaments.

SOME good Laws were made in the

worft Parliaments. Good Laws, which

did not interfere with the Schemes of

defigning Leaders, were as likely to pafs

in an unlimited as in a limited Parlia-

ment : But an effecElual Inquiry into any

Grievance, was hardly ever known in

the former.

IT will not be denied that fome Lea-
ders, in former Times, relying on their

Strength in an unlimited Parliament,

purfued Meafures of private Intereft,

inconfillent with Public Good, injuri-

ous to the Crown, and hurtful to the

Nation——Screeaipg their Creatures, in
"~

- Frauds
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Frauds and Oppreffions innumerable-

—

corrupting the Morals of the People,

by promoting Luxury, Venality and

Proftitution—deceiving their Sovereign,

and embezzling the National Treafure,

in Penfions to their Favourites and De-
pendants, that might 'have been em-
ployed in jftrengthening the Crown and

enriching the Kingdom, by nourifliing

and improving our Intant-Manufadures
^ facrificing the Common Good of

King and People to their own Avarice

and Ambition and all this, without

Punifhment ; nay, without the leaft

Check or Controul.

IF it fhould be our Misfortune to fall

again into the Hands of fuch Leaders

;

where could Redrefs be found, or fuch

capital Offenders be brought to Juftice ?

Where, but in a fhort Parliament ?

C H E C K IN G the various Evils of

Party, would be a neceffary Confequence

of feptennial Parliaments. Heads of

Parties have preferved their Influence,

by a prudent Diftribution of Places a-

mong the Partizans : And when Places

fell fhort, in anfwering Demands ; they

B % fupplied
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fupplied the Deficiency with Penfions.

Hence it came to pafs, that Places of

the moft important Pubhc Truft have

been often conferred, without much Re-
gard tQ Propriety or Decency ; and Pen-

fions frequently granted, without the

leaft Pretence to public Merit.

ANOTHER well known Evil of

Party, worfe if poffible than the for-

mer, was, that it clogged and embar-

rafled, often ruled Government. A
Viceroy, indeed, fometimes attempted

to a6l independant of Party, and to con-

fult the general Good : But the Under-

taker generally found Means to convince

him of his Miflake.

REFORMING our Popifh Natives,

would be another happy Effed of fep-

tennial Parliaments.

IT can not be doubted, that his Ma-
jefty's Protefliant Subje6ls would univer-

fally and moft heartily concur in every

Meafure (Perfecution excepted) where-

in they faw any Tendency to reclaim

the Natives of this Kingdom from Po-

pery, Barbarifm and Beggary ; to make
two Millions of miferable People (now

aliened
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aliened from their natural Sovereign and

attached to a foreign jurifdidion) good

Subjects and happy Men ; adding a large

Fund of V/ealth and Strength to the

Britiflj Empire. I hope to be able to

fhew, that thefe would be the certain

Effects of feptennial Parliaments.

IN Confequence of the Laws made

to prevent the Growth of Popery, al-

moft all the Popifh Landlords of Ire-

land have conformed : But nothing has

yet been done, that hath had any Effe6l

upon the Popiih Tenants. The Charter-

Schools, indeed, have had confiderable

EffecSl in checking the Growth of Po-

pery among the lowed of the People :

And yet Popery, upon the whole, is,

without doubt, daily gaining Ground
throu2;hout the Kingdom.

THIS may, in a great Meafure, be

accounted for, by the propenlity of the

Popifli Natives to Marriage, the Mar-
riages of Proteflants with Papifts, the

Migrations of Proteftants to Ainerica^

the recruiting of the Army by Iriflj Pro-

teftants, and the unwearied Affiduity

both of the Popifh Clergy and Laity in

gaining



gaming Profelytes. It may, perhaps, be
partly owing to fome fecret Arts, hid

from Public View : But whatever be the

Caufe, the Effedl is certain.

'TILL within thefe few Years, there

was fcarce a Mafs-Houfe to be feen in

the Northern Counties of Ulfter : Now,
Mafs-Houfes are Ipreading over moft

Parts of that Country. Convents, till

of late, ivere hid in Corners :- Now they

are openly avowed in the very Metro-
polis. From the Revolution till a few

Years ago, Mafs-Houfes were little

Hutts,' in remote and obfcure Places

:

Now they are fumptuous Buildings, in

the moll: public and confpicuous Situa-

tions ; as if ereded, to brave the Laws
and claim Eflabliihment.

IN the laft Reign, there was little

Attention given in Ireland to County^

Interefts, by the generality of our Land-^

lords ; and, in the prefent Reign, there

will, in all probability, be lefs ; if Par-

liaments remain unlimited. Where is

the Ufe of Voices, which have fcarce any

Chance of living to vote at an Eleftion

in the next Reign } But under fepten-

nial
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nial Parl'.laments, every Landlord would

be folicitous to increafe his Influence in

County- Ele(Slions.

FROM Uljier^ fwarms of Proteftants

go to America^ not fufEciently encou-

raged to fettle in the great Pafture-

Countri<^s of the other three Provinces.

If feptennial Parliaments were eftablifh-

ed here ; the Gentlemen of the three

Southern Provinces, vying with each

other for Numbers of Freeholders to

ftrengthen their County-Interefts, would

gladly invite all the Redundancies of

Northern Proteftants : And iris not tO'

be doubted that thefe would, with equal

Gladnefi^, accept of the Invitation.

HERE, it may not be improper to

obferve, that the lefl^ening of our Ex-
ports anlfing from Pafture is, by no

Means, ai neceflary Confequence of con-

verting our Pafture-Grounds into Til-

lage. Thefe Exports might, by proper

Hufbandry, continue the fame, perhaps

increafe, tho' all the Lands in this King-

dom were under Tillage. Good Hul-

bandry unites Tillage with Pafture, and

renders them fubfervient to each other:

In
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In fo much that Land under TillagCy

in the Countries of England where Huf-

bandry is well underftood, feeds at leaft

as much Cattle as the fame Quantity of

Land in Ireland^ of equal Quality and

folely dedicated to Failure.

T"H E North of Ireland^ in many
Parts, is fo crowded; that young Peo-

ple who incline to marry and fettle, are

often difcouraged Irom purluing that

laudable Intention by the Difficulty they

meet with in gettino; Farms, or even

Houfes to live in ; the Farms and Houles

of the Parents being generally too fmall,

to bear a Di' :.on. This is the prin-

cipal Cau^" of the ivligrations to Ame-
rica. 1 he young People are under a

kind of Neccility to leave this Kingdom,^

in ordci to procure Settlements elfe-

wheie : And the Parents frequently cbufe

to 2:0 with them.

THE Attempts to eftablifli Protef-

tant Colonies from Ulfter^ in the Paf-

ture-Countries of the other three Pro-*

vinces, have hitherto been generally un-

fuccefsful. The Caufe of this, is well

known. The Colonies hitherto attempt-

ed*
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cd, were generally too fmall, to ftand

their Ground againfl: the Natives. But
feptennial Parliaments would induce the

Gentlemen of thofe Parts, to traniplant

Northern Proteftants in fuch Numbers,
as would render them quite fecure from

all Moleftation. This would quickly

ipread the Linen Manufacture through-

out the Kingdom; and foon raife us

from Poverty to Affluence.

THE Wretchednefs of the low Peo-

ple, in the Pafture-Countries of Mun-
Jier and Connaught^ is really deplorable^

The Hovels they live in, would fcarce

be thought fit for Swine, in a manufac-

turing Country. Their Cloathing is

Rags, utterly infufficient toprote6l them
from the Injuries of the Weather : In-

deed, many of them are half-naked*

Hunger, Cold, Naftinefs, Diftrefs, Fa-

mine and Slavery, painted in every Fea-

ture of their wretched Vifages. What
Feelings muft every Man have, who
hath any Degree of Humanity in his

Frame ; when he thinks on fuch Num-
bers of his Countrymen and Fellow-

Subjeds, living in fuch Mifery ? But^

C how



how muft thefe Feelings be aggravated^

when he conliders that thofe miferable

Wretches are formed by Nature, a moft

amiable People ?

I T can not be doubted, that the

Wretchednefs of thofe People would be

remedied by leptennial Parliaments. I

never heard that any other Remedy was

ever propofed ; and I am apt to think

that no other, or, at leafl:, none fo ef-

fe6lual, can be found. Septennial Par-

liaments would undoubtedly bring Co-
lonies of Northern Proteftants, to mix
with them. Thefe Colonies could not

fail to introduce Manufa6lures, Tillage,

Induftrj and Proteftantifm. And thefe

Changes would foon render thofe

Wretches, comfortable and happy.

P OP E RY at prefent abounds, not

only in the Pafhure-Countries, but alfo

in the principal Tillage-Counties of

this Kmgdom ; Kildare^ Kilkenny^ Wex-
ford^ Meath and Louth, It is univer-

ially known that Proteftants are incon-

fiderable, in point of Number, through-

out Leinfter\, Munfter and Connaught ;

S5 well in the Tillage as Paflure-Coun-

tries
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tries of thefe Provinces : And many
know that Papifts, even in Ulfier^ far

Gut-number Protefiants. It may, per-

haps, feem incredible to Perfons unac-

<5uainted with the Northern Parts of

this Kingdom, that there are large po-

pulous Diftricls in the moft Proteftant

Counties of the North, containing m.any

more Papifts than Proteftants.

IT is certain, that the Strength of

Popery in Ireland lies in the Tenantry

;

comprehending Manufacturers ; who are

generally Farmers, in fome Degree,

And it can not be doubted, that Land-
lords in general, under feptennial Par^

I laments, would refufe letting their

Lands to Papifts ; if Proteftant Tenants

could any where, by any Means, be

found. Even Gentlemen of fmall For-r

tunes, who could have no Thoughts of

being Candidates for Counties, would

neverthelefs find it their Intereft to be

affiduous in enlarging, the Number of

their Proteftant Tenants ; in order to

be more ferviceable to County-Candi-

dates, w^ho are ufually Men of lome

C 2 Influence
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Influence and Power, capable of reward-

ing the Services of their Friends. Hence,

the Popifh Tenants throughout the

Kingdom would, in general, be laid un-

der a NecefHty of conforming. Few of

them would lofe, or even run the Rifque

of lofing their Farms, for the Sake of

Religion : Few of them would chufe

to be fet adrift, without knowing where

to go ; without any Profpe6t of getting

Farms or Habitations elfewhere. It can-

not be doubted, that moft ofthem would
chufe to conform, rather than ftarve.

This feigned, extorted Conformity

might, after their frequenting the Ser-

vice of our Church for fome length of

Time, become Sincere in many of them.

At all Events, they would lofe much of

their Bigotry and Virulence againfl: our

Religion : And Landlords, for their own
Sakes, would take Care to have the

Children educated Proteftants ; to the

End that the Conformity of the Parents

might anfwcr the Purpofe.

POPISH Landlords, in general,

have already conformed ; as is before

obferved : And it is not to be doubted,

that
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that many of them are fmcere : Yet it

will not be denied, that moft of them
were at firfl induced by the Popery-Laws

(or, in other Words, by temporal In-

tereft) to inquire into the Principles of

the Proteftant Rehgion : But, if tem-

poral Intereft hath been the rem'ote Oc-
cafion, tho' not the immediate Caule of

converting the Landlords ; it cannot

be doubted that temporal Intereft would
have a much ftronger and more imme-
diate Effe6l upon the Tenants. In fhort,

I take it to be perfeclly clear, that fep-

tennial Parliaments would have a moft

powerful and fpeedy Effect, in making
this Kingdom a Proteftant Country

throughout.

WHAT a faving of Manufa6lurers and

Huft)andmen would thence accrue to

Britain ; by enlarging the Fund for re-

cruiting their Armies ? It would give

them double Strength, by leflening the

Force of their natural Enemies abroad

(who now recruit fome of their beft

Troops by Irijh Papifts) and by ena-

bling Britain^ in Times of War, -to

draw from hence the Army hitherto ne-

ceflary
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ceflary to be kept on Foot here, to fe-

cure the Kingdom from difaffecled Sub-

je6ls.

I NEVER heard the Proportion

which Papifts, in point of Number, bear

to Proteftants in this Kingdom, efli-

mated at lefs than five (many think it

ten) to one. The Inference is, that for

every Irijl:) SubjecSl the Crown hath now
to rely on, it would, by the Converfion

of our Papifts, have at leaft fix ; per-

haps, more than ten. On the loweft

Computation, more than two Millions

of our People, (now, in Effe6l, Aliens)

would then be rivetted to the Parent-

Country, and embarked in one common
Intereft with her.

GREAT national Evils arife from

a Set of Men, common in Ireland^ who
are both Landlords and Tenants, ob-

taining Leafes of confiderable Tradls of

Land from Gentlemen of Fortune, at

moderate Rents ; for the Purpofe of

letting them in fmall Holdings, at Rack-

Rents, to Under-Tenants. This am-
phibious Species of Men are, in gene-

ral, extremely detrimental to the com-
mon
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mon Good. They ufually let their

Lands to the higheft Bidder, without

much Regard to the Value ; by which

Means, Lands in the populous Parts of

this Kingdom (where there are not

Farms fufficient to anfwer the Demand)
are frequently let at fuch Rents as the

Tenants are fcarce able to pay. This

totally prevents all Improvements in

Hufbandry. It is not to be expedled

that a Tenant who can fcarce pay his

Rent, will be able to lay out Money in

Improvements ; or that any Tenant
would be at the Expence of Improving

his Farm, who Hves under continual

Apprehenfions of being reduced to the

Neceffity of leaving it.

SEPTENNIAL Parliaments would
foon put an" End to this greatf Evil.

Gentlemen would then difcard thefe

underling-Landlords, and let their Lands

to Proteftant Farmers, immediate Oc-
cupiers of the Ground, at reafonable

Rents ; to the End that the Tenants

might, by improving their Farms, be-

come Freeholders capable of voting.

This would, by Degrees, introduce a

fubftantial
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fubftantial,ProteftantYeomanry through-

out the Kingdom ; occupying Farms

well improved.

A RIGHT to frequent Parliaments

is afferted in the ftrongeft Manner, by

the Declaration of Rights made at the

Revolution. An Engliflj Act, made in

the Firft Year of the Reign of King

IVilliam and Queen Mary^ declares and

ena6ls, That all the Rights aflerted in

that Declaration are the true, antient

and indubitable Rights of that King-

dom : But it was never controverted that

the Law of Parliaments is,' in all Re-

fpedls, the fame in both Kingdoms ; fo

far as it hath not been altered by A61 of

Parliament : Nor was it ever alledged,

that there Is any A61 which alters the

Law of Ireland^ in this Particular. Will

either Kingdom contradicS the Decla-

ration of conftitutional Rights, made

at the Grand &m of Liberty ?

IT hath, indeed, been faid, on for-

mer Occafions of this Kind, that fre-

quent Parliafnents^ in the Declaration

of Rights and in the Law confirming

it, mQdiXi frequent Sejftons. But this was

a Quibble,
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a Quibble, invented by fome Proftitutes

of the long Robe, foon after the" Re-
volution ; and hath been always treated

with the Contempt it deferves. If this

Liberty is to be taken in expounding

Laws ; to fubilitute one Word for ano-

ther, at the Pleafure of the Expounder;

it v^ould be vain to make Laws. In

common Language, and in the parlia-

mentary Stile throughout, a Parliafuent

and a SeJJlon are as diftinct as any two,

Things can be.

I PRESUME, then, I am well war-

ranted to fay, that in afking fhort Par-

liaments, we aik no more than Britain

hath declared our indubitable Right.

I hope none of us will ever be inclin-

ed to contradid the Senfe of that Coun-
try, in any Thing ; more efpeci'ally in

a Matter of this Confequence, wherein

they have declared their Senfe, on fo

great and folemn an Occafion.

WHEN it is confidered, that the

People of Ireland think they have a

clear, indubitable Right to frequent

Parliaments ; and yet have had but tv/o

Parliaments in about half a Century

D (from
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(from 1 7 14 to 1 761) it can not be

expeded that they fhould be quite free

from Murmur and Difcontent : Nor is

it to be expe6\ed, that the GeneraUty of

People can ever entertain a due Reve-

rence for the Authority of Human Laws,

who think they fee the fundamental

Laws of their Country perpetually and

injurioufly violated by their Superiors,

in a continual Prolongation of Parlia-

ments. Such a Thought can not but

weaker! their Sentiments of Juftice, and,

in fome Degree, relax that Spirit of

Obedience and Submiflion to the higher

Powers, which the Chriftian Religion

teaches. This muft naturally tend to

difpofe them to Tumult ; which often

breaks out, among People fo difpofed,

on very flight Occaflons
;
perhaps, on

Grievances merely imaginary, and in

their Nature frivolous, fuppofing them

to be real.

IT now remains to take fome No-
tice of the Obje6lions to feptennial

Parliaments. And here I cannot but

obferve, that altho' feveral Pamphlets

have been publifhed fmce the Death

of



[ 27 ]

of his late Majefty, in favour of fhort

Parliaments ; not a fingle A rgument,

that I have ever heard of, hath yet made
its Appearance in Public, on the other

Side. This is unaccountable, conlider-

ing the Importance of the Queftion;

if the Advocates for unlimited Parlia-

ments have any Thing to advance, in

Support of their Opinion, which is

capable of bearing the Light. But al-

though they have hitherto had the Pru-

dence to conceal their Reafons from

public View, and difplay them only in

private Converfations, to captivate and

delude the Unwary; many of their

Arguments, fuch as they are, have fallen

in my way. I fhall mention fuch of

them as feem to deferve any Degree of

Notice.

I'i' is faid, that a Term of fourteen

Tears here^ is equivalent to Seven tn

Great-Britain ; hecaiife they give the

fame Number of Sejfions. But this, with

a little Attention, will appear clearly

fallacious. Suppofing we had but one

Seflion in feven Years ; muft we then

have a forty-nine-Years-Parliament ?

D 2 It
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It is the flioitnels or length of Interval

between Ele6lions, that increafes or dl-

miniflies the Weight of Electors ; and

is therefore the only Thing to be regard-

ed, in fixing a due Medium for preferv-

ing the conilitutional Ballance.

I T is further objected, that the In-

jiiience of the Peerage^ in the Houfe of

Conwwns, would he much increafed hy

fljort Parliaments ; more than one third

of the Commons^ as is alledged^ being in-

debted to the Friendfloip of Lords^ for

their Seats in that Hoife ; and it being

evident that thefe Coimnoners wotdd^ in-

general^ be more inclined to be obfequious

to their Lords^ in a floort Parliainent than

in a long one. But this, in my Opinion,

affords a ftronsf Argument on the other

Side : For, if the Influence of Lords in

Ele6lions of the Commons, be fo ex-

tenfive as is alledged in the Obje6lion ;

the great increafe of popular Weight,

which mufl be the Confequence of a

feptennial Limitation, would render it

neceilary for* many of thele -Lords to

concur in popular Meaiures ; in order

to preferve their Influence in popular

Boroughs
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Boroughs and Counties. And any ad-

ditional Weight that fuch Lords as are

abfolute Proprietors of Boroughs (if any

fuch there be) might acquire from a

feptennial Limitation, would be great-

ly over-ballanced, by the large Increafe

of Weight which would thence accrue

to the People.

IT is further objected, That fepten-
nial Parliaments would make fuch a

Change in our Conjlitution^ as might he

attended with many unforefeen Evils

T'hat Innovations of this KindJljould he

adopted with the utmojl Caution That

this Change would ahridge the Power of

the Houfe^ hj confraining them to aB ac-

cording to the Opinions of their Conjiitu-

ents^ who are incompetent yudges of

puhlic Affairs^ and ufually jnifled hy de-

fgning^ faBious Men And that thefe

Changes might throw us into Democracy.

HOW can any Man, with any De-
gree of Knowledge, either in the Laws
or Hiflory of England^ entertain the

leaft Doubt that unlimited Parliaments

are a manifefl: Innovation ; and that a

proper Limitation would reftore, not

chano-c
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change the Confliitutlon ? But fuppoP

ing this, an Innovation ; the Argument
proves too much. It might, with equal

Strength, have been urged againft the

Reformation.

IF feptennial ParHaments, in Great^

Britain^ had any Tendency to Demo-
cracy ; could fuch Danger have efcaped

Obfervation there, for fuch a length of

Time ? Would not the leaft yVpprehen-

fion of fo arbitrary, fo deteilable a Form
of Government, have alarmed a People

fo jealous of their Liberties, into fome

Attempt for fecuring their Freedom ? But

if feptennial Parliaments have no fuch

Tendency there ; what Reafon hath been

or can be given, to imagine they would
have any fuch Tendency here ?

IT muft be allowed, that Perfons of

Knowledox in Trade and Manufa6lures

may be defe6live in Knowledge of many
other Matters ; and that fuch Perfons

may, in a particular City or County, be

fometimes deluded for a while bv a de-

figning, fa6lious Man, a Mock-Patriot

or Mountebank-Quack in Politicks:

But it is fcarce pcffible that any fuch

Delufion



[31 ]

Deluflon can ever become the general,

permanent Senfe of the Inhabitants, even

of that particular City or County ; much
lefs can it ever become the general

Voice of the Nation. The general

Senfe of fuch a Nation as this, in Mat-
ters concerning her internal Intereft,

may fafely be relied on. If Human
Nature can admit of Infallibility, it is

there to be found.

I T is further obje6led, 'Jhat this Li-

mitation would ahridge Prerogative. For

my Part, I am under "a particular Tie,

as a Servant of the Crown, to fupport

Prerogative : And indeed it cannot be

denied that any Abridgement of Prero-

gative, in thele modern Times, ought

to be admitted with Caution. But is it

to be thence inferred, that we may not

fafely follow the Example of Great-

Britain^ in any Abridgement of Prero-

gative, flie has thought fit to introduce

;

or that our following her Example can,

in any Degree, impair the conftitution-

al Ballance. But the Truth is, that this

Limitation, inftead of abridging Prero-

gative, would in reality enlarge it.

THE
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THE Englijl A61 of 4th Edward
III. enacts, That a ParHament iliall be

holden every Year once, or oftener, if

need be. This was made a Law oi Ire-

land m the loth of Henry Vll. as all

the other EngliJIj A6ls then were (the

local only excepted) and I never heard

of any Law that repealed it. If it be

not repealed, we have a clear Right to

annual Parliaments. The Confequence

is, that a feptennial Law would enlarge

the Power of the Crown, by enabling it

to prolong Parliaments in Ireland for

feven Years ; which, as the Law now
ftands, if the A6t of Edward III. con-

tinues in Force in this Kingdom, cannot

legally be prolonged for more than one.

PERHAPS half-thinking Men, as

fuch have done on fome former Occa-

fions, may attempt to vilify this antient

Statute of Edward III. on account, of

its Antiquity : But fuch men ought to

be informed, that Antiquity is venera-

ble ; the Wifdom of our Anceflors, in

Matters of Civil Policy, highly refpe6l-

able ; and that length of Time cannot

fanclify an Ufurpation. Were it other-

wife
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wife, Magna Chart a could not have

furvived.

IT is further objecled, T'/jat we ha~ce

hitherto done zvell^ under long ParVia-

ments. Suppofing this juit ; doth it

follow that we would not have done

better under fhort ones ?

BESIDES, Times and Meafures are

daily changing;: And thefe Changes may
render this additional Weight, on the

Side of the People, more neceflary now,

to preferve the Ballance, than it was for- \

merly.

SUPPOSE moft Commoners of laro;e

Fortune and extenfive Connexions, cal-

led to the Houfe of Lords by Advice of

ambitious Leaders A Number of ufe-

lefs Places, Invented by the fame Lead-

ers ; all to Rrengthen themfelves—

-

The national Trealure, Iquandered in a v

boundlefs profufion of Penfions ; by the '

fame Leaders, for the fame End Cor-

ruption, univerlal The House, the

Property of one or two Men What
w^ould, what muft follow ? Every Quef-

vion, every difputed Election, the whole

E Bufmefs
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Bufinefs of the Commons, even Money--

Grants, would all be fettled by a Junto
Majefty itfelf infulted ; the Viceroy

dictated to, by the fame Junto— One,

at leaft, of the three Eftates of the

Realm, extincl But one Houfe ofPar-

liament remaining The Name, the-

Form, the Shadow of the other Houfe,

perhaps, preferved ; the Subftance gone

The Houfe (called the Houfe of

Commons) compofed of Men, not cho-

fen by the People, but by the Junto

Packed Sheriffs Packed Grand Juries

Packed Petty-Juries Public Juf-^

tice perverted -Abufes innumerable

—

Redrefs impradicable The Nation

groaning under the complicated Evils of

Oligarchy and Ariftocracy combined
What Man's Property would then be

fafe ? Is it not wife to guard againft

fuch Evils ? But how are they to be pre-

vented, or how remedied, otherwife than

by a limitation of Parliaments ?

IT is further objeded. That fepten-
nial Parliaments "would render conjlant

Rejidence of a Viceroy necejfary in this

Kingdom,
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Kingdom. And I cannot but admit that

the Diminution, perhaps Extinction of

the Power of Leaders, which would loon

follow the Introduclion ofleptennial Par-

liaments, might render it neceffary, or,

at leafl:, adviieable, for the Viceroy to

m.ake this Kingdom his fettled Place of

Refidence : But this is fo far from being

a Reafon againfl: feptennial Parliaments,

that it is, in my Opinion, a ftrong Ar-

gument in their Favour.

IT is not eafy to conceive how a

Viceroy, in the Hurry of a Seflion, can

acquire much Knowledge of this Coun-
try, from a few Winter-Months-Refi-

dence in Duhlin ; efpecially, when it is

confidered, that thofe he may happen to

depend on there, may poffibly have an

Intereft in deceiving him : And yet Vice-

roys have always been the Perlons prm-
cipally relied on, in Great-Britain^ for

Intelligence concerning this Kingdom.

But if Ireland were the Viceroy's lettled

Place of Refidence, he might then, at

his Leiiure, learn with certainty the true

State of our Trade, Manufactures and

E 2 Agri-
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Agriculture; and might alfo acquire fome

competent Knowledge in the real State

of Popery throughout the Kingdom.

He might then become an Eye-Witnefs

of the extreme Wretchednefs of the low-

People, throughout the greateft Part of

this Kingdom ; and be enabled, from his

own perfonal Knowledge, to reprefent

many important Fads to his Majefty and

the BritiJJj Adminiftration, relative to

this Kingdom, which might otherwife

feem to them incredible.

IT was never doubted, that the King
and Adminiftration defire to make us a

rich and flourifliing Nation : Nor can it

be denied, that the more they know of

us, the better they can accomplifh this

great End : Nor is it to be conceived that

the People of Great-Britain in general,

can be void of Good Will towards their

own Offspring. Even abflrading from

the Ties of Nature ; they cannot but be

inclined, for their own Sakes, to promote

the Wealth of this Kingdom.
IF the Viceroy this Kingdom is now

blefled with, were fettled here in a con-

tinued
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tinued Courfe of Refidence, what Ad-
vantages to the Nation, what addition-

al Strength to the Crown, by improving

a Country of Inch Extent, with fuch

Room for Improvement—A Country

where the Religion of more than five

lixths of its Inhabitants (tho' endowed
by Nature with every amiable Quality)

renders them difagreeable to the reft of

their Fellow-Subje6ls ; and ufelefs, I

might fay noxious to their King and

Country in Times of War : Many of

them, Paracide-like, exerting their na-

tiveValour, to deftroy the Country which

gave it Birth ; adding fuch unnatu-

ral Force to the Arms of our inveterate

Enemy, as was known, in a late War,
to turn the Scale in the decifive Battle

• A Country, where Men in Power
have been known, from Timidty or

fome bafer Motive, to cherifh even Po-

pery itfelf, and difcountenance Meafures

adapted to fubdue it—-A Country, not

half-peopled nor half-employed ; fcarcely

half-civilized What National Advan-
tages, what additional Force to the Arms

of
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of Britain^ what new Strength to the"

Britijlj Empire, muft accrue from the

continued Refidence of fuch a Viceroy

in fuch a Country ?

1 T will fcarce be denied, that our

Advances in national Improvements have

been inconfiderable, compared with what
our Country is capable ofj and that this

Ifland (altho' a peculiar Favourite of

Nature) has hitherto added but little to

the Wealth and Strength of Britain ;

compared with what it would have done,

in a State of full Improvement. Yet I

readily admit, what hath been often ob-

ferved, that Ireland^ even in this defec-

tive State, is one of the brightefl: Jewels

in the Crown.

EVILS attending popoular Elections,

(Animolities, Idlenefs, Drunkennefs, Ex-
pence, &c.) are urged as a decifive Ar-

gument againil: feptennial Parliaments.

But it the Argument, drawn from Evils

K of this Kind, hath fuch Irrefiftible Force

againft a general Ele6lion once in feven

Years ; it muft have confiderable Weight
againft the prefent Syftem of Parliaments

in
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in this Kingdom : For, in a Period of

two hundred and twenty-four Years,

from the Commencement of the Prac-

tice of Prorogation until the DifToluti-

on of our laft Parhament (excluding

the nineteen Years of Cromwell's Ufur-

pation and the Civil War) we have had
not lefs than nineteen Parliaments

;

which, upon an Average, gave a gene-

ral Election once in about eleven Years.

And luppofing we were never to have

more than one general Election in a

Reign ; even that would ftill be liable,

in fome Degree, to the Objecllon of

Evils attending Ele6lions ; the Difpro-

portion between the Length of a Reign,

upon an Average fince the Conqueft,

and a Period of feven Years, being but

as about three to one. Hence, one

would think that this Argument, if it

proves any Thing, proves too much.

If any thing can be inferred from it, the

true Inference feems to be, that popu-
lar Elections ought to be abolifhed.

POPULAR Eledlons are the Bafis,

the very ElTence of Liberty. Liberty

never
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never did, nor ever can fubfift, in any

Country, without them. Evils attend-

ing thefe Ele6lions are inconflderable,

compared with the Miferies of arbitrary

Power.

IT muft be admitted, that difputed

Elections (which hitherto, upon general

EIe6lions, have not been very confider-

able in point ofNumber) have fometimes

occafioned Animofities. But it is a Fa6l

of Notoriety, that Eleftions contefted

with the utmoft Vigour have been often

conducted without much Animofity,

when Men of Senfe and Temper were

the Competitors. Men of another Call

can never pafs through Life, without

AninioHties arifing from numberlefs

other Caufes : But fuch Men are feldon^i

any great Objects of Pity.

DISPUTED Eleaions, no doubt,

promote Idlenefs and Drunkennefs in

fome Degree : Yet I am well informed,

the Exports of our Staple-Manufa£lure

incrcafed as ufual, in the Year of the

laft general Eleclion.

MANY greater Occafions of Idle-

nefs, and more frequent Occafions of

Drunk^



[41]
Drunkennefs, are pafled over without

much Obfervation Unlawful Horle-

Races, Cock-Fights, Hurling-Matches,

Fairs, fuperftitious Holidays, &c.

THE Expence of frequent Eledioris

hath, in the neighbouring Kingdom,
been Matter of Complaint in feme pri-

vate Families ; but not an Objed: of

Public Attention. There is little ex-

pended in that Manner, but in the Pro-

duce of the Country ; and it is all

expended at Home 'Tis true, when
this Expence grows exceffive, it becomes

a Vice ; and, like other expenfive Vi-
ces too prevalent among Gentlemen of

Fortune, it may, in fome Degree, con-

tribute to impair their Eftates, and per-

haps reduce fome of them to the Ne-
ceffity of felling : But a Circulation of

landed Property is, by no Means, re-

pugnant to the Policy of a trading Na-
tion.

SOME Evils, no doubt, there are,

attending popular Eledions : But the

moll perfect Syftem, the wifeftvlnftitu-

tion that ever was, or ever can be fram-

F ed,
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ed, muft, from the Vices and Infirmi^

ties of human Nature, be Hable to this

Obje6lion. ReHgion itfelf fometimes

dep-enerates into Suoerftition and En-
thufiafm ; and Libertines have urged

thefe, as an Argument againil it. But
the true Queftion, in all Cafes of this

Kind, is, whether the Advantages or

Diiadvantages preponderate.

WHATEVER Arts may be prac^

tifed in Private, for the Purpofes of De-
ception ; I can fcarce think that any

Man will fiiand forth in Public and de-

ny, that the national Advantages which

would undoubtedly accrue from fepten-

nial Parliaments, far out-weigh all the

Difadvantages that can poffibly be ap-

prehended from the Frequency of Elec-

tions ; and that all the Evils which the

warmeft Imaginations ever did or can,

with any Colour, impute to feptennial

ElecSlions, aggravated to the utmoft, are

quite inconfiderable, when compared

with thofe which neceflarily refult from

pnlimited Parliaments, and evidently

appear
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appear to be utterly irremediable, other-

wife than by a proper Limitation.

IN a Word ; if conftitutional Free-

dom, Redrefs of Grievances, Public

Oeconomy, Induftry, Hufbandry, Ma-
nufadhires. Wealth, Population, Subor-

dination, Loyalty and Proteftantifm be

national Benefits ; and if Oligarchy,

Fadlion, Oppreffion, capital Offenders

fuperior to controul, univerfal Corrup-

tion, open Contempt of the Laws, Law-
givers and Courts of Juftice, endlefs

Mifapplication of Public Money, Pen-

fions boundlefs, Proftitution fhamelefs.

Grievances innumerable without Redrefs,

Sloth, Idlenefs, Beggary, Barbarifm, De-

vaftation, Difcontent, Tumult, Difaf-

fe6lion and Popery be national Evils

;

the Bill now depending, intended for

a feptennial Limitation of Parliaments

in this Kingdom, ought to pafs into a

Law.

FINIS,
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