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CANADA MILLENNIUM SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETER FOLLOW-UP SURVEY 

 

 
Hello, my name is ___________________ and I’m calling on behalf of the Canada Millennium 
Scholarship Foundation and the Province of [          ].  We are conducting a survey of people who 
attended high school in 2003.  We will be asking questions about your high school experiences and 
what you have been doing since high school.  Your responses are confidential, and you may skip any 
questions that you are not comfortable answering.   
 
Alberta introduction:  “Hello, my name is ___________________ and I'm calling on behalf of the 
Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation and the ministries of Education and Advanced Education 
representing for the Province of [          ].  We are conducting a survey of individuals who were enrolled 
in grade 12 in 2002-03. The purpose of the survey is to improve government's understanding of 
factors influencing students' decisions whether to participate in post-secondary education. We will be 
asking questions about your high school experiences and what you have been doing since 
graduation.  Your participation is voluntary. Your responses are confidential in so far as they will not 
be attributable or linked back to you on a personally identifiable basis, and you may skip any 
questions that you are not comfortable answering.  A final report based using only aggregate data will 
be compiled and published by the Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation.” 
 
New Brunswick Introduction:  Hello, my name is ___________________ and I’m calling on behalf 
of the Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation and the Province of [          ].  We are conducting a 
survey of people who were in grade 12 in 2003.  We will be asking questions about your high school 
experiences and what you have been doing since high school.  Some of the questions relate directly 
to you high school years, and some examine the impact that various services offered at your school 
had on your decisions after leaving high school. The project could provide data that is useful in the 
creation of policies affecting education at both the K-12 and post-secondary levels. Your responses 
are confidential, the answers you provide will not be used in any way that could identify you, and you 
may skip any questions that you are not comfortable answering.   
 
Consent:  Would you be willing to complete the survey at this time? 
 
Saskatchewan Introduction:  Hello, my name is ___________________ and I’m calling on behalf of 
the Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation and the Province of Saskatchewan.  We are 
conducting a survey of people who were in grade 12 in 2003.  We will be asking questions about your 
high school experiences and what you have been doing since high school.  Some of the questions 
relate directly to you high school years, and some examine the impact that various services offered at 
your school had on your decisions after leaving high school. The project could provide data that is 
useful in the creation of policies affecting education at both the K-12 and post-secondary levels. Your 
responses are confidential, the answers you provide will not be used in any way that could identify 
you, and you may skip any questions that you are not comfortable answering.   
 
Consent:  Would you be willing to complete the survey at this time? 

RESPECTIVE 
PROVINCIAL LOGO 
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 SECTION A:  HIGH SCHOOL EXPERIENCE – ALL RESPONDENTS 

 
To begin, I would like to talk about your experiences during your high school years.  By 
high school years, I am referring to grade nine through twelve [senior 1 through senior 4 
– Manitoba only].  During the survey, I will be using the term “post-secondary education or 
training”.  By this, I mean further education or training after completing high school, in a university, a 
community college, a private vocational or training college, or apprenticeship [include SIAST – 
Saskatchewan only]. 
 
A1. Were you employed for wages while in high school?  This does not include summer 

jobs you had during high school, but only includes employment during the school 
year from September to June. 

 

1. Yes  

2. No [Go to A3] 
 
A2. What was your primary reason for working during your high school years?  Were 

there any other reasons?  [Do not read list – Code First and Other Mentions] 
 

1. To gain work experience 

2. To get money for continuing your education or training beyond high school 

3. To get money for something specific 

4. To help my family 

5. To get my own spending money 

6. Other (Please Specify) 
 
A3. Did you take part in extra-curricular activities offered by your high school (e.g., 

band, drama, sports, clubs, etc.)? 
 

1. Yes 

2. No 
 
A4. Thinking back to Grade 11 and 12, were the majority of your grades… 
 

1. Between 80% and 100% (A) 

2. Between 70% and 79% (B) 

3. Between 60% and 69% (C) 

4. Lower than 60% (D) 
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A5. Thinking back to your high school years, do you feel that high school provided you 
with adequate preparation for post-secondary education, training, and work in the 
following areas: 

 

  
Yes No Partially 

Don’t 
Know/ 
Unsure 

a. giving you the necessary information to make 
good choices about your career? 

1 2 3 8 

b. giving you information to make good choices 
about post-secondary education or training? 

1 2 3 8 

c. developing study habits needed to pursue 
post-secondary education or training? 

1 2 3 8 

d. academic preparation for post-secondary 
education or training? 

1 2 3 8 

e.  giving you necessary life skills (e.g., 
communication skills, time-management 
skills, budgeting skills, etc.)? 

1 2 3 8 

f. giving you the necessary work skills? 1 2 3 8 
 
 You indicated that high school did not provide adequate preparation.  Provide 

example(s) of what would have assisted you to be better prepared. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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A6. Looking back, when did you first start thinking about what you wanted to do after 
high school?  [READ LIST] 

 

1. Grade 9 or earlier 

2. Grade 10 

3. Grade 11 

4. Grade 12 

5. After completing high school 

8. Unsure/can’t remember 
 
A7. On a scale from one to five, where one is significantly encouraged and five is 

significantly discouraged, what impact would you say each of the following people 
had on your decision to pursue post-secondary education or training?   [ROTATE 
SCALE] 

 

  
Significantly 
encouraged 

Somewhat 
encouraged

Neither 
encouraged 

nor 
discouraged 

Somewhat 
discouraged 

Significantly 
discouraged

Not 
applicable 

a. Your friends 1 2 3 4 5 8 

b. Your parents/guardians 1 2 3 4 5 8 

c. Other members of the family 1 2 3 4 5 8 

d. Guidance counselors at school 1 2 3 4 5 8 

e. Government 
representative/counselor 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

f. Teachers 1 2 3 4 5 8 

g. University, apprenticeship, or 
college representative 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

h. A role model that you admired 1 2 3 4 5 8 

i. Media 1 2 3 4 5 8 
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A8. On a scale from one to five, where one is significantly encouraged and five is 
significantly discouraged, what impact would you say each of the following had on 
your decision to pursue post-secondary education or training?  [ROTATE OPTIONS] 

 

  
Significantly 
encouraged 

Somewhat 
encouraged

Neither 
encouraged 

nor 
discouraged

Somewhat 
discouraged 

Significantly 
discouraged

Not 
applicable 

a. The expectation of getting a well-
paying job if you pursue a certain 
post-secondary program 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

b. The costs of a post-secondary 
education 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

c. Having to move to attend a post-
secondary institution 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

d. The course and grade 
requirements for different 
apprenticeship, university or 
college programs 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

e. Success in a particular course at 
high school 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

f. Success in extra curricular activities 1 2 3 4 5 8 

g. Work experience in high school 1 2 3 4 5 8 

h. Enjoyment of the school/academic 
environment 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

i. Participation in a youth group or 
youth program 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

 
A9. Our records indicate that you did not graduate (with a high school diploma) in June 

of 2003.  Did you graduate since June of 2003? 
 

1. Yes 

2. No  
 
Skip to A10 
 
Our records indicate that you graduated in June of 2003. 
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A10. Have you enrolled in a post-secondary program at any time since completing high 
school?  This includes any training or education from a university, college, private 
vocational or training college, or apprenticeship [or SIAST – Saskatchewan only]. 

 

1. Yes 

2. No [Go to D1] 
 
A11. Which of the following best describes your current situation…  Are you enrolled in a 

post-secondary program or not enrolled in a post-secondary program?  
 

1. Enrolled in a post-secondary program [Go to B1] 

2. Not enrolled in a post-secondary program [Go to C1] 
 



 7

 SECTION B:  CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN A POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM 
 
B1. You indicated that you are currently enrolled in a post-secondary program.  Have 

you been enrolled in this program since the fall immediately after completing high 
school? 

 

1. Yes [Go to B3] 

2. No 
 
B2. What was your main activity in the period between completing high school and your 

current post-secondary program enrolment?  [If more than one activity, the main activity 
would be the activity respondent spent most of his/her time doing]. 

 

1. Working full-time 

2. Working part-time 

3. Unemployed and looking for work 

4. Unemployed and not looking for work 

5. Enrolled in a different post-secondary program 

6. Returned to high school to improve grades 

7. Traveling 

8. Taking care of family / household 

9. Long-term illness / disability / sickness 

10. Volunteering 

11. Other (please specify) 
 
B3. What type of program are you currently taking? 
 

1. University undergraduate program (Bachelor degree) 

2. Community College program (NOT APPRENTICESHIP) 

3. A private vocational or training college program 

4. Apprenticeship program (certified program with paid, on-the-job training) 

5. SIAST (Saskatchewan only) program 

6. Online course 

7. Other (please specify):____________________________ 
 
B4. How long is your current program of study? [Do not read list] 
 

1. Less than one year 

2. One year 

3. Two years 

4. Three years 

5. Four years 

6. Five or more years 
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B5. Is your post-secondary institution or program located… 
 

1. Within the same city or town as your high school? 

2. Within the same province as your high school, but not in the same city or town? 

3. Within a different Canadian province than your high school? 

4. Outside of Canada? 
 
B6. Are you attending this program full or part-time? [For university, full time is 3 or more 

courses per term and part time is less than 3 courses] 
 

1. Full Time? 

2. Part Time? 
 
B7. Are you taking distance education? 

1. Yes 

2. No 
 
B8. On a scale from one to five, where one is very important and five is not at all 

important, how important were each of the following to you in choosing your 
current post-secondary institution or program? [Rotate questions] 

 

  Very 
important Important Neutral 

Not very 
important 

Not at all 
important 

Not 
applicable 

a. tuition fees 1 2 3 4 5 8 

b. the total cost of education including 
living/housing, tuition, books, etc. 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

c. the fact that it was located in or close 
to your hometown 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

d. family influence and support 1 2 3 4 5 8 

e. friends/peers 1 2 3 4 5 8 

f. contact with a recruiter representing 
this institution 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

g. the availability of desired program 1 2 3 4 5 8 

h. the student/institution facilities 1 2 3 4 5 8 

i. the length of the course or program 1 2 3 4 5 8 

j. the reputation of the institution or 
program 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

k. instruction in my preferred language 1 2 3 4 5 8 

l. the size of the institution 1 2 3 4 5 8 

m. availability of work terms/co-op 
programs 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

n. extracurricular activities available 1 2 3 4 5 8 

o. that you were not accepted by first 
choice program/institution 

1 2 3 4 5 8 

p. that you were offered a scholarship by 
the institution 

1 2 3 4 5 8 
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B9. Were you taking the same program last year as the one you’re taking now? 
 

1. Yes [Go to B11] 

2. No 
 
B10. You indicated that the program you took last year is different from the one you are 

currently taking.  What was the most important factor in your decision to change 
programs? Were there any other factors? [Rank three most important reasons - 
maximum of three.  Rotate options] 

 

1. Finished the program (e.g., one year program or upgrading for admission to 
current program) 

2. Lost interest in the program/wanted to do something else 

3. Program was not what you expected 

4. Financial issues (e.g., current program is less expensive or moved closer to 
home to reduce expenses) 

5. Wanted to be closer to your home and community 

6. Concerned about job opportunities after the program 

7. Difficulty of program 

8. Needs changed and the program was not offered part time 

9. Was waitlisted for current program and subsequently accepted 

10. Disability supports inaccessible (New Brunswick) 

11. Other (please specify ) 
 

B11. How far do you plan to go with your education or training within the next five to ten 
years? [in terms of the ultimate diploma or degree you will obtain] 

 

1. Less than one-year certificate/diploma 
2. 1- to 2-year certificate or diploma 
3. 3-year certificate or diploma 
4. Certified journeyperson 
5. Bachelor’s degree 
6. Master’s degree 
7. Doctorate (Ph.D.) 
8. Professional degrees:  Medicine, Dentistry, and Law 
9. Professional designations (other professional programs) 
10. Don’t Know/Unsure 
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B12. Is there anything currently standing in your way of going as far in school as you 
would like? [Do not read list.  Rank up to three] 

 

1. No 

2. Financial situation (needs to work / costs too much) 

3. Not able to get into program / marks too low / not accepted 

4. Lacks interest or motivation 

5. Education or training will take too long 

6. Child care responsibilities 

7. Undecided as to career 

8. Not enough disability supports (financial or education) available (New 
Brunswick) 

9. Other (Please specify) 
 
B13. What is your primary source of funding for your current post-secondary education or 

training?  Any other methods? [Do not read list – Code first and other mentions] 
 

1. family support (excluding loans) 

2. government student loans 

3. personal savings 

4. employment income 

5. bursaries 

6. scholarships  

7. bank/credit union loan 

8. personal loans (i.e., from friends, relatives, etc.) 

9. RESP/other educational savings plans 

10. government program assistance (e.g., Employment Insurance) 

11. Band or Aboriginal funding 

12. social/income assistance (welfare) 

13. other (please specify:________________) 
 
[Go to D17] 
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 SECTION C:  PREVIOUSLY ENROLLED IN A POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM 

 
C1. You indicated previously that you enrolled in a post-secondary program after 

completing high school.  Did you successfully complete the post-secondary 
program?  
 

1. Successfully completed the program [Go to D12] 

2. No, Discontinued Studies 
 
C2. At what point did you discontinue your program? [Read list]  

 

1. Before the completion of a program one year or less in duration 

2. During the first year of a multi-year program 

3. At the end of the first year of a multi-year program 

4. During the second year of a multi-year program 
 
C3. Why did you discontinue your program?   

 

1. Program was not what you expected 

2. Difficulty of program 

3. Financial issues 

4. Lost interest in program 

5. Undecided on career 

6. Personal/Family Issues 

7. Illness  

8. Employment  

9. Disability supports and/or accommodations were not accessible (New 
Brunswick) 

10. Other – Please specify 
 
[Go to D7 – Note to Programmer:  Skips need to be programmed] 
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 SECTION D:  STUDENTS NOT IN A POST-SECONDARY PROGRAM 

 
You indicated that you are not currently enrolled in a post-secondary program. 
 
D1. During the past year, what was your main activity?  [Do not read list of activities.  If 

more than one activity, the main activity would be the activity respondent spent most of his/her 
time doing]. 

 

1 Attending post-secondary education or training – full time [For university, full 
time is 3 or more courses per term and part time is less than 3 courses] 

2. Attending post-secondary education or training – part time   

3. Attending high school   

4. Working full-time 

5. Working part-time 

6. Self-employed 

7. Unemployed and looking for work   

8. Unemployed and not looking for work   

9. Traveling 

10. Volunteering 

11. Taking care of family/household/homemaker 

12. Illness/disability   

13. Other (please specify):_____________________ 
 
D2. Have you applied to any of the following types of post-secondary institutions or 

programs since leaving high school?  [Read list – Record all that apply] 
 

1. University program 
2. College program (public) 
3. Private training institution 
4. Apprenticeship program 
5. SIAST (Saskatchewan only) 

 
D3. [If D1 (3) = Yes, skip to D4]  Have you gone back to high school at any time since 

June 2003? 
 

1. Yes 
2. No [Go to D5] 

 
D4. Why have you gone back to high school? 
 

1. Take additional courses that are a prerequisite for the program I’m interested in 
2. Upgrade marks 
3. General interest 
4. Other (Please specify) 

 
[Go to D6 – Note to Programmer:  Skips need to be programmed] 
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D5. Why did you choose not to take post-secondary education or training at this time?   
 

1. Entrance Requirements or Not accepted into any programs for which you 
applied 

2. Financial issues 
3. Not interested 
4. Career undecided 
5. Currently wait-listed 
6. Personal/Family reasons 
7. Currently employed 
8. Desired program was not available in your area 
9. Desired program was not in your language of choice 
10. The wait-list was too long for your program of choice 
11. Employer unable to sponsor you in a registered apprenticeship program  
12. Employer unable to provide leave or flexibility for part-time study 
13. Illness 
14. Disability supports/accommodations not accessible 
15. Other – Please specify 

 

D6. You indicated ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS as a reason for not enrolling in a post-
secondary program at this time.  Please tell me whether each of the following played 
a part in your decision. 

 

  Yes No 

a. You did not meet the entrance requirements for the 
institution or program you wished to enter 

1 2 

b. You did not have the necessary prerequisite courses 1 2 

c. Please specify anything else you wish to identify with 
respect to your belief that you would not be accepted 
into any of the programs you would be interested in 
(e.g., lack of sponsorship): 

  

    
 



 14

D7. You gave FINANCIAL ISSUES as a reason for not enrolling in a post-secondary 
program at this time.  Please tell me whether each of the following played a part in 
your decision. 

 

  Yes No 

a. You are concerned about getting into too much debt 1 2 

b. You were not able to get enough money to attend 1 2 

c. The program you wish to take is too expensive 1 2 

d. It would be too expensive to live away from home 1 2 

e. Wanted to earn money right away 1 2 

f The benefit of a post-secondary education or training 
was not worth the cost 

  

g. Please specify anything else you wish to identify with 
respect to financial issues: 

1 2 

  1 2 
 
D8. You gave LACK OF INTEREST as a reason for not enrolling in a post-secondary 

program at this time.  Please tell me whether each of the following played a part in 
your decision. 

 

  Yes No 

a. You feel that a post-secondary education will not help 
you to get a job 

1 2 

b. You wish to attend some time in the future 1 2 

c. You wish to take a break from formal learning 1 2 

d. You are planning on doing some traveling before 
deciding about post-secondary education 

1 2 

e. You want to continue working and making money. 1 2 

f. You are planning to explore career and education 
options before deciding about post-secondary education. 

1 2 

g. Please specify anything else you wish to identify with 
respect to not being interested in post-secondary 
education: 

  

    
 
D9. You gave CAREER UNDECIDED as a reason for not enrolling in a post-secondary 

program at this time.  Please tell me whether each of the following played a part in 
your decision. 

 

  Yes No 

a. You are undecided on a specific career choice 1 2 

b. You did not have sufficient information on your post-
secondary options 

1 2 

c. Please specify anything else you wish to identify with 
respect to not having decided on a career: 
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D10. You gave PERSONAL/FAMILY REASONS as a reason for not enrolling in a post-
secondary program at this time.  Please tell me whether each of the following played 
a part in your decision. 

 

  Yes No 

a. Your present family commitments are more important 1 2 

b. You don’t want to leave your community and home 1 2 

c. Your family isn't supporting you financially 1 2 

d. Your family isn't encouraging you to go 1 2 

E Believe your disability related issues will not be 
recognized (New Brunswick) 

  

f. Please specify anything else you wish to identify with 
respect to personal/family reasons: 

  

    
 
D11. You indicated that EMPLOYMENT was a reason for you not enrolling in a post-

secondary program at this time.  Please tell me whether each of the following played 
a part in your decision. 

 

  Yes No 

a. You wanted to earn money for future post-secondary 
education 

1 2 

b. To support your family 1 2 

c. To support yourself 1 2 

d. Working is what you want to do 1 2 

e. To earn money for a specific purpose or activity (non-
PSE such as a trip, buying a car, etc.) 

1 2 

f. You have started your own business 1 2 

g. Please specify anything else you wish to identify with 
respect to being employed rather than attending post-
secondary: 

  

    
 
D12. Are you currently located … 
 

1. Within the same city or town as your high school? 

2. Within the same province as your high school, but not in the same city or town? 

3. Within a different Canadian province than your high school? 

4. Outside of Canada? 
 
D13. Are you planning to enroll in a post-secondary program in the future?  This includes 

any training or education from a university, college, private training institution or 
apprenticeship [or SIAST – Saskatchewan only]. 

 

1. Yes 

2. No  [Go to E1] 

8. Undecided 
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D14. Why have you decided to enroll in a post-secondary program? [Do not read list] 
 

1. You will have sufficient financial resources 

2. You will have the prerequisite courses necessary 

3. You have a clearer idea of your career preference 

4. You have better knowledge of post-secondary education or training options 

5. You have been accepted in a post-secondary program that you wanted 

6. You have been accepted in a post-secondary institution that you wanted 

7. You will have mature student status 

8. You will have formal documentation of disability (New Brunswick) 

9. Other (Please specify) 
 
D15. If you pursue post-secondary education or training in the future, what would your 

primary source of funding likely be? What other sources of funding would you 
likely use? [Do not read list – Code First and Other Mentions] 
 

1. family support (excluding loans) 

2. government student loans 

3. personal savings 

4. employment income 

5. bursaries 

6. scholarships  

7. bank/credit union loan 

8. personal loans (i.e., from friends, relatives, etc.) 

9. RESP/other educational savings plans 

10. government program assistance (e.g., Employment Insurance) 

11. Band or Aboriginal funding 

12. social/income assistance (welfare) 

13. other (please specify:________________) 
 
D16. How far do you plan to go with your education or training within the next five to ten 

years? 
 

1. Less than one-year certificate/diploma 
2. 1- to 2-year certificate or diploma 
3. 3-year certificate or diploma 
4. Certified journeyperson 
5. Bachelor’s degree 
6. Master’s degree 
7. Doctorate (Ph.D.) 
8. Professional degrees:  Medicine, Dentistry, and Law 
9. Professional designations (other professional programs) 
10. Don’t Know/Unsure 
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D17. Do you know how to get information on government student loans? 
 

1. Yes 

2. No 

8. Don’t Know/Unsure 
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 SECTION E:  DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
E1. What is your age?  ___________ 
 

E2. What is your mother tongue, that is the first language that you learned to speak and 
can still speak? 

 

1. English 

2. French 

3. Other – Please specify. 

 
E3. What is the highest level of education completed by your mother (or female 

guardian) and by your father (or male guardian)?  [Do not read list] 
 

(Please select only one option for respondent’s mother and one for respondent’s father) Mother Father 
Did not go to school or completed some elementary school 1 1 

Attended high school but did not finish 2 2 

Completed high school 3 3 

Registered in an apprenticeship program (e.g. plumber, chef, machinist) 4 4 

Completed an apprenticeship   

Attended college or university but did not obtain a diploma or degree 5 5 

Completed a community college or technical institute program 6 6 

Completed a university degree 7 7 

Don’t know 8 8 

Not applicable (they are not present or are deceased) 9 9 

 
E4. Are you a member of any of the following groups? [Read all and select all that apply] 

 

a. Landed immigrant in Canada (a person who has been granted the right to live in 
Canada permanently by immigration authorities) 

b. Non-permanent resident of Canada (a person from another country who has an 
employment authorization, a student authorization, a Minister’s permit, or who is 
a refugee claimant or a refugee claimant’s family member living with them) 

c. Aboriginal persons (defined as those who consider themselves North American 
Indian, Métis, or Inuit) [Record which category] 

1. Métis 

2. Inuit 

3. First Nations 

4. Other Aboriginal 

[If E4 c = yes] Do you live on a reserve? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

4. Visible minority (a person, other than Aboriginal, who is not white in race or 
colour) 

5. Person with a disability (person with a long-term condition or health problem 
that limits the kind or amount of activity you can do) 
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E5. Have you ever applied for a government student loan? 
 

1. Yes, applied and received student loan 

2. Yes, applied but did not receive student loan 

3. Did not apply 

8. Don’t Know/Unsure 
 
E6a. How many dependants do you have? (i.e., people you support/take care of)? 
 

 _________  dependants 
[If 0 Go to E7] 
 
E6b. What are your dependants’ relationships to you?  [Do not read list; Record all that apply] 
 

1. Parent/grandparent/other adult 

2. Own child(ren) 

3. Siblings 

4. Spouse 

5. Other (specify) _____________________________  
 
E7. Gender of respondent (observe and select). 
 

1. Male 

2. Female 
 
 
 

That completes the survey! 
Thank you very much for taking the time to participate. 

We appreciate your help! 
 
 


