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REPORT.
The

which was referred the Petition of
BIRR, of the CITY of TORONTO, on

Committee

Select

ROWLAND

the subject of a

BAY

on

to

CANAL

LAKE HURON,

ONTARIO, at TORONTO,

connect the GEORGE AN
with the Waters of LAKE
have the honor to Report :—

to

That, in obedience to the order of Tour Honorable House, and in compliance
with the prayer of the Petitioner, they have had Mr. Burr before them, and have
obtained from him such evidence, verbal and written, as he was prepared to submit
a portion of which is hereto appended.
;

From Mr.

Burr's testimony it appears, that he has, with commendable zeal,
the exercise of a liberal public spirit, and at his own cost, within the
month of May last, caused a survey to be made, by a competent engineer, of so
much of the country in the line of the projected Canal as lies between Lakes
Simcoe and Ontario, and is above the level of the former.

and

in

From this survey, which is eight miles in length, and embraces the most
important difficulty to be overcome, it is found that the greatest depth of cutting
to reach the level of Lake Simcoe will not exceed 175 feet, that throughout the
greater part of this distance the depth will not average 40 feet, and that from the
nature of the excavation, the cost will be much less than in ordinary heavy cuttings on the most important public works of this and the adjoining country.
The magnitude of the obstacles to be surmounted in uniting the waters of Lakes
Huron and Ontario by a direct Canal communication, seems hitherto to have deterred those most deeply interested from such a thorough investigation of the
claims of this project upon public attention as to Your Committee it appears to
merit.

The present outlets to the trade of the Upper Lakes, through the Erie and
"Welland Canals, are already found inadequate, notwithstanding that trade is yet
in its infancy.
That sufficient facilities can be afforded by any probable enlargement of both those works, but few at all conversant with the resources of the interior of this vast continent, drained by our unrivalled Lakes and Rivers, will

New

channels, more direct, and less dangerous and difficult, will be
as well as safety is necessary to successful competition with our
neighbours in the carrying trade. The shortest route, and that which presents
the least interruption to the progress of vessels propelled by steam, or otherwise,
in passing from the safe navigation of the St. Lawrence and Lake Ontario to the
equally safe navigation of Lakes Huron, Michigan, and Superior, will be found
by a Canal crossing the neck of land between Toronto and Georgian Bay. The only
obstacle which may at all be considered of an extraordinary character, is the ridge
dividing the waters of Lake Simcoe from those of Lake Ontario. When the largest
Canals did not exceed the dimensions necessary for the passage of boats carrying
at; most one or two hundred tons burden, the depth of cut necessary to pass that
ridge might well be considered insurmountable ; but at this day when channels
are required for vessels of the largest class freighted for Ocean voyages, and with
the aid of science and skill, reducing the labor of years to the effort of days, Your
assert.

sought.

Speed

1
i
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Committee submit that a depth of cut not exceeding the greatest on this line cannot be looked upon as presenting an obstacle more formidable than the means
in

hand

will justify.

Aside from the importance of the carrying trade of the North-western States of
the Union, which Your Committee believe will, of itself, fully justify the construction of the work in question, there are other and, in our view, more patriotic
considerations, favoring immediate and energetic action upon this subject.
It is
hardly necessary to say Your Committee now allude to the extensive tract of
country lying to the North-west of Lakes Huron and Superior, and always recognized as Canadian soil, as well as to that portion of our patrimony hitherto held

by the Hudson's Bay Company.
This extensive country, rich in mineral and agricultural wealth, will, by the
opening of the Toronto and Georgian Bay Canal, be at once far more than doubled
in value.
In this view of the subject alone, Your Committee respectfully submit
will be found considerations fully justifying the most liberal effort on the part of
the Government, and of Your Honorable House, for the construction of this work.

Should the system of granting public lands in aid of public works of a national
character be continued, Your Committee respectfully submit that no work yet
projected in Canada, has equal claims with the Toronto and Georgian Bay Canal,
to a liberal grant.
All which

is

respectfully submitted.

JOSEPH HAETMAN,
Chairman.
9th June, 1857.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.
JOSEPH HARTJIAN,

Esquire, in the Chair.

Wednesday, 27th May, 1857.

Rowland Burr, Esquire, called in and being interrogated, made some statements descriptive of the route, and relative to the practicability of the work referred
;

to in his Petition.

Friday, 29th May, 1857.

Rowland Burr, Esquire, again called in ; and being interrogated, produced a
Chart of the proposed route of Canal, which was submitted to the Committee, and
explained by him.
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He then read, and handed in to the Committee, the following Statement, prepared by him, giving a descriptive and succinct view of the work under consideration, and the cost of construction
:

STATEMENT

of

ROWLAND BURR.

1st.— The necessity of a Ship Canal.
The enlarged Erie Canal

cost 46 millions of dollars ; is nearly 320 miles in
capacity is 7 millions of tons ; will carry boats drawn by horses, of 150
is crowded to
tons burden ; has passed 300 vessels through one lock in 24 hours
its utmost capacity a greater part of the season ; its tonnage in 1850, was 1,842,754 tons, its toll, 3,329,727 dollars, nearly 2 dollars per ton.

length

;

its

;

—

The Welland Canal passed more than 7000 vessels in 1856 is crowded to its
utmost capacity most of the year the damages claimed by Ship-owners for delays
in passing the Welland Canal were 2 millions of dollars last year.
Two millions
of tons passed over the Lake St. Clair Fiats in the year 1855, and three millions in
1856 the propellers charge J of a cent per mile per ton, and railroads cannot
pay working expenses at 1 cent per mile, and keep up the railroads; the
Northern does not pay at 3 cents per mile and the agricultural produce and
goods that would go by the Georgian Bay Canal, were it made, now find their
way to New York by way of the Mississippi River, at the extended distance of
nearly 2000 miles, and a dangerous coast, on account of shoals, snags, and low
water in the river, and must be taken by steam down the river instead of by sailing vessels, which doubles the cost on a long voyage. 100,000 people emigrated
west last year, who would do their trade by the Georgian Bay Canal were it
;

;

;

;

6,600 vessels loaded at Chicago in the year 1855, and the half
this Canal, if completed ; and judging by the last 10 years,
the increase will be double in 3 years, and so on ; and according to the returns of
the last 10 years, in 10 years more an outlet would be required for more than
there now is, of 20 millions of tons theu, if it doubled in ten years from that, 40
millions of tons per annum. The waste lands of the United States that would require trade sent through this Canal would be at least 250,000 square miles, and
allowing the population on them to he equal to the State of New York, 52 to the
square mile, would make 13 millions ; but if like Ireland, which has 256 to
to the mile, it would be 65 millions, and if like England and Wales, which has
302 to the mile, there would be 75 millions of inhabitants. But our own Canadian territory, including the Hudson Bay territory, that would naturally come
through this Canal, is a much larger territory than the British Isles, not so far
north, and equally good for agriculture, iron, copper, coal, timber, and great waterpowers, and can in time support as large a population as Great Britain now does.

completed.

would come through

;

I refer you to a map of No. 3, now shewn, and if a Canal is not made through
Canada, there must of necessity be one made across the Peninsula of Michigan, of
220 miles, and cut through a great height of land, and another around the Niagara Falls, from Tandewanda to Lewiston, which is now partly chartered, and
will go on if one is not made through Canada.

2nd.— Of the

practicability of making the Georgian

and Toronto Canal.

Bay

The only difficulty is the deep cut, to which I refer the Honorable Members of
Committee to the diagram of the survey on map No. 1, which I now produce

this

your inspection. The number of cubic yards of earth may amount to 30
which can be made into embankments from the deep cut, to the City of
Toronto, at 25 cents per yard, not costing more than 7£ millions of dollars, (the
cost of the Victoria Bridge,) the earth can be made into a straight line of embankment to Toronto, a distance of 23 miles from the centre of the deep cut, as
easy as to lay it any where else
and then allow 2 locks at every side road from
the deep cut to the City of Toronto
one track of railroad each side of the Canal
on a proper descent, would remove the high ridge in five years; the cars would
pass down themselves in trains with brakesmen on board, and only require an
engine to bring them up. The coal costs the AJleghany Company, J cent per ton
per mile to send it down
allowing a yard to be one ton, and the aggregate distance 12 miles, 6 cents a yard would send it down, 10 cents per yard would load
the cars, leaving 9 cents for moving the rails, unloading and levelling and allowing 2 locks at each cross-road of 1£ miles distance, would allow an arch of stone
for teams to pass under, and do away with the necessity of bridges; allow 50
pairs of locks at 100,000 dollars each, which would be 5 millions of dollars 2
millions would do the dredging ot the Holland River and other excavations, so as
to form a straight line from Toronto to the Georgian Bay, and through Lake
Sirncoe.
I refer you to map No. 2, which gives the profile of the whole length
of the straight line from deep water in Toronto harbour, to deep water in the
Georgian Bay, which is 65 miles. The whole Canal will not cost more than 24
millions of dollars.
I refer you to the Schedule No. 1 for the items of cost.

for

millions,

;

;

;

;

;

3rd.
It

— The Time required.

to remove the heights, allowing as many men to work
cars as could find room, and engines to bring back the empty

would require 5 years

at loading the
cars.

4th.

— The Income.

Estimating 100 Vessels of 1000 tons burthen to pass down every 24 hours, for
200 days in the year, it would amount to 20 millions of tons in the season. Then
allowing we save 450 miles travel from the Straits of Mackinaw, either to New
York or Quebec, which will be fully shewn by referring to map No. 4 then allow for toll tor the Canal, J of a cent per mile per ton on the 450 miles so saved,
that is 1 dollar and 12f cents per ton, allow 1 dollar for toll, making 20 millions
of dollars a year, the 12£ cents amounts to 2-| millions of dollars, that will do the
towing of Vessels and repairs, and pay the yearly expenses. \ of a cent per ton
per mile is as low as propellers carry freight on the upper Lakes, in general.
The difference in carrying freight pn large Vessels and small ones varies from 50
to 100 per cent.
The largest Steamers on Lake Erie are 350 feet long, 75 feet
wide, and 12£ feet water, carries 3000 tons burden the Locks of the Lake Superior
and Huron Canal are made large enough to allow these Steamboats to pass
;

;

through, they will carry freight for less than smaller ones.

5th.— The necessity, justice and sood policy of a Land
Grant.
If the Land is granted as petitioned for, the Stock can all he taken up in the
United States and England within one year, hut without a land grant it may he
delayed until the charter has expired, and other and more difficult routes be
made, and this remain as it is for another generation, and the trade from the
Hudson Bay Territory find its way to the waters of the Mississippi, and over 45 millions of acres of fine land, north of Lakes Superior and Huron remain a desert; but
if the land grant is made by Your Honorable House, the remaining part of the
land will be worth more than it all is without a Canal, and if but one family of
ten persons settles on each 100 acres, on these 45 millions of acres which will be
brought into market by this Canal, it would give a population of 4-J- millions;
allow for custom duties on consumable goods, 1 dollar each, which would be an
income to the Government of 4-J- millions of dollars, notwithstanding the estimate ot the large rate of interest that we show may be realized on the investment. Without a large grant of land it would be difficult to get the stock taken
up the people has been much disappointed of late with Stock-paying in Railroads.
There are now 105 millions of dollars invested in Railroads in the State
of New York, not paying one cent per annum, at the same time the 900 miles of
Canal in that State, costing more than 100 millions of dollars, will, at its present
income, pay off the whole expense, and the loss sustained by the Government of
the State in Railroads, which amounts to more than the loss in Railroads to the
Canadian Government. The route of the Georgian Bay and Toronto Canal is
similar to the route of the Great Western Railroad as to its advantages, having
a business already prepared, and the difficulties not greater for a Canal than the
Great Western had for a Railroad. The Erie Canal is estimated as doing as
much business in the season as 3 double track Railroads could do in the same
time, and built for half the cost, and carried on at J of the expense of the Railroads and in that Canal there is a transhipment at Buffalo, and another at Troy,
20 cents per ton each, which the Georgian Bay Canal would save but all these
great advantages which would arise from the Canal, if made, must remain as
they are, if not made, and the only sure way is the land grant. The Canal, if
completed, would in all probability remunerate the Government for the lands, and
;

;

;

pay up the

loss in Railroads.

6th. - -Different Routes.
The Chatham Route is 26 miles long, 110 feet deep part of the way, and
dredging the whole depth of the canal most of the way that is below the level
of Lake Erie, only saves going through the Flats of Lake St. Clair and 120 miles
travel; and then vessels in Lake Erie must tranship at Buffalo to go through 320
miles of canal by horse-power, or go through the Welland Canal, and in either
case it would cost more per ton to get to New York or Quebec than the proposed tolls of the Georgian Bay Canal. This canal, is estimated at the cost of
§3,000,000, and when made would only collect a business for the State of New
York, and would be an inducement to enlarge the Erie Canal, or cut a canal
around the Niagara Falls, and by that means take away the remaining half of
the St. Lawrence trade and ruin the Grand Trunk and Northern railroads, with
no advantage for opening up a great tract of the North-west country, or bringing
wood, coal, iron, copper, masts, timber, and lumber, and so increase the value of
lands as the Georgian Bay and Toronto Canal would do.

;

.
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2nd Route is the Niagara Lateral Canal. In Mr. Shanley's Report, given
the Board of Works, the cost is set down at $4,000,000, but is fully half the
expense of the Georgian Bay and Toronto Canal, except the deep cut, which
will not cost more than $7,500,000
it requires the two canals for vessels to pass
from Lake Huron to Lake Ontario, which will make as long a canal route as
the Georgian Bay and Toronto, and cost half as much, and 330 miles further
travel, and lose the fine Toronto Harbour, and 2 miles of city wharf, and an eastern
Canal would be made to the Toronto Harbour; and also lose the advantage of Lake
Simcoe as a safe winter harbour for 10,000 vessels and in case there should be
war with the United States, the same objection that prevented the Welland
Canal from going up the Niagara River would still remain, and the mouth of the
Niagara River is a very dangerous harbour
if a vessel at anchor, or fastened to
a wharf, should get loose, the current would drive it into the Lake but Toronto
and Lake Simcoe have safe harbours in storms or winter.
The third Route contemplated is the Burlington Bay and Lake Huron, but
that requires no comments to overthrow that scheme; the length and depth
of cut and height of lockage must be a barrier at present.
The next Route is the Georgian Bay and Toronto, which is the only one practicable, and profitable at present.
The 5th Route is the Bay of Quinte, Trent, Simcoe, and Georgian Bay the
great objection is the length. The height of lockage is 236 feet more than the
Georgian Bay, and then cannot get a sufficient depth of water for a ship canal,
and lose 150 miles of open lake navigation.
The 6th is the Ottawa and Georgian Bay Canal.
The first objection to that is, Mr. Shauley reports that it can never be made
with any reasonable outlay to more than the depth of 6% feet of water, which
will only answer for the local traffic he has not completed the survey in his
Report he states that the survey will require a year longer, and cost $168,000
and if we judge of the cost of making a canal by the cost of the survey, it would
he has only worked at the survey with three companies since last
be great
August, and has not made an estimate but if it should be finished and do a
business, it would destroy the Grand Trunk and Northern railways, and the St.
Lawrence Canal, as well as the Lake trade through Lake Ontario, and the Lake
towns and cities.

by

;

;

;

—

—

—

;

;

;

;

Estimate

Engineering and

of*

the Cost of the Georgian
Canal.

levelling,

Bay and Toronto

$10,000 per year for 10 years,

Agents and

Officers, office-rents and expenses,
piece of land, of 20 rods wide, through York, Vaughan and
King, 120 lots amounting to 1,200 acres, at $80 per acre,
1£ miles through the City of Toronto, amounting to 30 acres, at $8,000 per acre,.

Salaries of Clerks,

cts.
$
100000.00
100000.00

Land purchase,— a

—

Through Tecumseth, Essa and Vespra, 120 lots, 1,200 acres, at $20 per acre,
Clearing and stumping 1,200 acres, at $40 per acre,
Deep cut, 8 miles to average 75 feet deep, 120 wide in the bottom, 270 feet wide
at the top, making 28 millions of yards, at 25 cents per yard,
Excavating the Holland River, 12 feet deep, 120 feet wide, making 10 miles, at
$10,000 per mile

—

—

Carried forward

$

96000.00
240000.00
24000.00
48000.00

7000000.00
100000.00

7708000.00

;

Brought forward
Excavating and digging from Barrie to Georgian Bay, 20 miles, $10,000 per mile,
in Toronto,
7 Roads in York, 7 in Vaughan, 2 in King, 3 in Vespra and Sunnidale,
in all 25, all stone arches and bottoms, 12 feet high and 12 feet wide, with

—

6

side walls, at $4,000 each,
Bridges, at $3,000 each,

Swing

Excavations and embankments in Tecumseth and

flssa,

— 20

100000.00
18000.00
miles, at

$50,000 per

1000000.00

mile,

50 twin-locks, 250

feet long,

50

feet wide,

and 12£

feet water,

Ohio stone,

years, interest

on Stock,

to

pay

at

5000000.00
25000.00
1000000.00
1000000.00

$100,000,

50 gate and toll-houses, $500 each,
Railroad iron, ties and labour,
Items and contingencies not mentioned,

4

cts.
$
7708000.00
200000.00

1G051000.00
4000000.00

interest to stockholders,

20051000.00

The advantage that the Georgian Bay and Toronto Canal has, is, that the great
amount of water-power made by this route can be made use of in the City of Toronto and vicinity, and will bring good water for citizens, and that at a height of
at least 40 feet above the City, and open up Lake Simcoe with all its small rivers
and surrounding townships, and forty-live millions of acres of good land, with
Lakes Huron and Superior, with all their Rivers and small Lakes, and connect
the Hudson Bay to Lake Superior by 20 miles of railroad, and by the navigation
of two Rivers, or three hundred miles, part Canal and part Railroad, and open a
Ship Canal from the head of Lake Superior to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and bring
in a direct emigration by the waters of the St. Lawrence, from the Eastern to the
Western continents of the world, which cannot be done in any other way and by
this Canal we use the St. Lawrence Canals, the Grand Trunk Railroad, and the
Ontario, Simcoe and Huron, and make the City of Toronto like a New York, and
all the line of Lakes, Cities and Towns flourishing.
The State of Indiana raised 100 millions of bushels of corn in the year 1856,
and is capable of raising as much more, and the State of Illinois raised in the
same year 200 millions of bushels of various kinds of grain, a great part of which
has gone west to supply the new settlements that now consume the produce of
these two States, which will have a large surplus themselves and according to
the increase of the last 10 years, in 10 years to come they will have a surplus
of grain to come east, to the amount of 500 millions of bushels, amounting to
;

;

12-J millions of tons.

Then, if the copper and iron mines continue to send out ore as they have done
for the last 10 years, that in ten years will amount to 2 millions of tons to go
east ; and the oak timber, when once a commencement is made, there can be no

—

bounds set to that trade the oak trade that has been the principal business of the
three Western counties of this Province for twenty years past, is now nearly exhausted, and must be supplied from other parts.
may safely calculate on one million
of tons of oak timber and staves to go through that Canal, and the same vessels
go to Europe without unloading, and bring back emigrants and their baggage
and new vessels may be built in the timber counties of Lake Huron and Superior,
and loaded and sent away and sold, ship and cargo, and the time is just at hand
when the east port of the State of New York, and all the Eastern States, must
get their flour barrels, staves and hoops, through this Canal, as well as their
wheat; and in fact, the products of the forest, the mines, the fields and the water,
will soon crowd this Canal so as to require some other outlet ; besides, it will raise
the credit and standing of Canada among the nations of the earth.

We

8

If the Georgian Bay Canal is commenced, the St. Lawrence, Lake Champlain,
and Hudson River Ship Canal with a set of double locks, will be commenced at
once,and will be completed long before the Georgian Bay Canal then ships of
1 000 tons burthen pass from the head of Lake Superior or Michigan and Lake Huron
to the Atlantic Ocean through the St. Lawrence Canals, either by Quebec or New
York, and then sail to the East or West Indies during the winter, or return and
winter in Toronto harbour, or in Lake Simcoe.
;

The Report of the

late

Honorable Commissioner of Crown Lands shows there

is

56 millions of unsurveyed lands in Upper Canada. Give 20 millions to the
building of this Canal, and the stock can be taken up in one year, and within six
years can be completed, and the remaining 36 millions of acres will be worth
more to the Government than the 56 now are and then the Hudson Bay Territory must of necessity be added to Canada with its 500 millions of acres. There
is no other way to get out that can ever be made to pay, so that that fine country
can be settled. Ministers of the Crown will immortalize their names by granting
immediately the land, and set the thousands of emigrants to work as soon as they
arrive.
There are no considerable public works now going on in America, and
any number of laborers can be employed to the great advantage of employee
and employer. I have taken great pains to procure a competent engineer to
level the heights, and have gone with him all over the route, and I find a
broad valley through the dividing ridge, that valley extends from Lake Ontario to Lake Simcoe, a valley of an aggregate of near 200 feet deep, even through
the high ridge, and generally from 40 to 80 rods wide, and I have carefully
made an estimate of the number of cubic yards through the ridge so as to make
a Canal of 120 feet wide at the bottom, 12-| feet deep, and 156 feet wide on top.
with the necessary fall from the level of Lake Simcoe, so to pass into the Bay of
Toronto, and I find that 30 millions of cubic yards will do the whole, and make
embankments from the deep cut to Toronto. The earth that comes out of
the deep cut will make an embankment sixty-six feet wide and twenty feet
high all through, and so allow two locks at every side road, and a stone arch
and side walls so as to make roads under the Canal, instead of bridges over
I have spent the greater part of several months in searching and
the Canal.
examining the different routes for Canals through the Province, and have travelled several thousands of miles, and taken great pains to know the best route,
and I believe no other route can compete with the Georgian Bay and Toronto Route,
and'no other line will answer but the one I have levelled, and of which you have the
it is straight from the Queen's wharf to No. 2, in the seventh concession
profile
of King, and up the seventh concession, and near 5 chains for the distance of 1J
miles in the eighth concession, that is, from Lot 15 to 20, then straight down a
broad valley to the line of West Guillimbury in the centre of the seventh concession, touching on the Holland River, then down the River to Lake Simcoe, then
to Barrie, then to the mouth of the Nottawasaga River, a distance of nearly 20
miles from Barrie to the Georgian Bay, but little digging, one thousand men
will dig out and load on cars 30 millions of yards of earth in 10 years, at 10 yards
per day for each man, which they can average, and 4 locomotives carrying 250
yards at a load, 10 loads per day in 10 years, will make the embankment and
carry out the earth from the deep cut.
;

—

;

I have thoroughly examined the Commissioner's Report made to the^LegisAssembly of the State of New York on Canals and Railroads, of their cost,
amount of business done, and income, and every thing pertaining to them ; and
also the Reports of Commissioners of Canals and Railroads, and of the Board of
Works of the Province of Canada, ot the costs and returns of Canada ; and have
thoroughly examined the Western States, as to their present trade, and statements
by the best authority of the amount or territory, and the income for the last 20
lative

—

I have also examined the lands, timber and water powers around tho
Western and Northern Lakes, as well as the difficulties on the Flats of Lake St.
I have seen 30 vessels fast on the Flats at one time, 8 propellers at another
Clair.
time, and often 2 and 3 fast on the different sand-bars and shoals in the Rivers St.
Clair and Detroit.
I have known vessels to lay in fleets for days and weeks, waiting for a fair
wind to get up the river, and at last have to hire boats to tug them up and this
season I knew one to be 4 weeks getting from Toronto to Detroit, and then saw
and as business
the vessel leave Detroit for Lake Huron drawn by a tug-boat
and after having examined all the proposed
increases difficulties will increase
routes, from the 220 mile route in Michigan to the Ottawa route, and say, without fear of contradiction, that the Georgian Bay and Toronto is the only route
that will do the business that will be required, and will pay the stockholders and
the Government; and this, I believe, can only be done by a land grant of

years.

;

;

;

10,000,000, or more, of acres of land north of the great Lakes.

ROWLAND

BURR.
City of Toronto.

A.PPENDIX.
PETITION OF

ROWLAND BURR, OF THE

CITY

OF TORONTO.
To the Honorable the JLegislative Assembly of Canada, in

Parliament assembled.
The Petition of Rowland Burr, of the City of Toronto, humbly sheweth
That Your Petitioner has had his attention directed, for several years past, to
the necessity of a Canal across the Peninsula of Western Canada, to connect Lake
Huron with Lake Ontario, of a capacity to admit the usual sized Ocean Sailing
Vessels and Steamers, and Your Petitioner has made himself thoroughly acquainted with the position of the various routes in contemplation, and of the probable cost, as well as the income of the different routes, and the advantages
arising to the Province by one being built, and with that object in view has made
himself acquainted with the localities, size, cost, lengths, capacities and returns of
all the Canals of the State of New York and Canada, also, the costs and proceeds
of all the Railroads in these two countries, so as to judge between the two, as to
costs and income.
Your Petitioner has, with a view of demonstrating the necessity, as well as the practicability of constructing such a Canal, prepared a state:

10

iit which he respectfully craves the privilege of submitting to a Committee of
Four Honorable House, should it be deemed advisable by Your Honorable House
to appoint such Committee, in which Your Petitioner respectfully submits he is
able to show that a Canal, connecting the waters of Lake Ontario, at Toronto,
with the Georgian Bay, 80 miles in. length, 120 feet wide at the bottom, 136 feet
it

i

*

wide at the water's surface, with a side slope on the banks 1} slope to 1 foot in
eight, and water 12 feet deep all through, 64 double locks, 50 feet wide in the
clear by 250 feet long, all of squared Ohio stone or other as good, and all leading roads, including two Railroads south of the deep cut, which is 30 miles from
the Queen's Wharf, to pass under the Canal through stone arches, and build all
the necessary bridges, watch, toll, and gate-houses, culverts, waste-weirs, ponds,
feeders and basins, and bring the water of Lake Simcoe as a feeder and water for
the City of Toronto, public and private use, and great water powers independent
of the water of the River Humber, all to be completed within five years from
commencing, can be built for the sum of Six millions of pounds currency and
li

;

Your

Petitioner will

show

said

Committee that a reasonable estimate of the

re-

turns will pay six per cent, and will increase ; that all goods passing the Straits
of Mackinaw could afford to pay two dollars per ton toll over the toll of the "Welland Canal, or the toll of 300 miles of the Erie Canal, and that a much less toll
will pay said interest ; and Your Petitioner can further show that unsold Government lands will be greatly enhanced in value thereby ; also there may be 15 or
20 Counties surveyed, north of Lake Huron, each containing 500,000 acres, on
which a great portion of the timber is of the best red and white pine, and good
water powers, and a great proportion of the lands are good, with a healthy climate, a great part of which, by the building of the Canal, may immediately be
brought into market at from 1 to 10 dollars per acre, which, without a Canal, may
remain useless for the next generation. Your Petitioner would call your attention
to the benefits arising from the proposed Canal in reference to connecting the
Hudson's Bay territory with Canada, its settlement and future trade ; and in anticipation of immediate steps being taken for its commencement, Your Petitioner
further prays that Your Honorable House do amend the eighth clause of the Act
19
20 Victoria, chapter 118, chartering the Toronto and Georgian Bay Canal
Company, wherein it is enacted that wherever any highway or public road shall
be cut through by the Canal Company, they shall within one month make a
bridge.
Your Petitioner prays that said clause may be altered to put roads under said Canal where it is practicable instead of bridges, and where there are
road allowances and but little or no travel, to allow the Company to establish ferries, and for six miles through the deep cut, instead of building bridges across
the Canal, make a road each side of the Canal to intersect other roads, as the
great number of bridges that the roads would require to cross the Canal, as the
Act now stands, would greatly increase the cost, and so impede and endanger the
passage of vessels as to make the construction of the Canal questionable.
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Your Petitioner will further shew, that the building of this Canal will greatly
increase the income of the Northern Railroad, as all passengers, valuable merchandize, and live stock, will be conveyed by Railway, travel will be double,
and experience shews, that Railroads" cannot compete with Canals for heavy
freight but light freight and passengers will not go by Canals. Your Petitioner
further prays, that a grant of land be made by Your Honorable House to this
Company, of half the unsurveyed lands north of Lake Huron, from latitude 45 to
48, and from longitude 79 to 84, every alternate lot, township, or county, on conditions of completing the Canal according to the Charter, or otherwise assist said
Company, by a loan of Provincial Debentures, to the amount of £3,000,000, curAnd
rency, and be secured by first mortgage, or take stock to that amount.
Your Petitioner further prays, that a Committee be appointed, with power to
;
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send tor persons and papers, and investigate and report thereon and that Your
Petitioner may have an opportunity of shewing that the height of 17G feet 1J
miles in length, instead of being an insurmountable barrier, is aji advantage; it
will furnish "earth sufficient to make an embankment each side of the Canal, to
the City of Toronto, a distance of nearly 27 miles, and 1 chain in width, 20 feet
high, so as to require little or no digging, and ± locks at or near the Bay, so as
to raise the Canal a sufficient height to allow locomotives and their trains, carriages, and waggons, to pass under the Canal ; and also allowing 2 locks at each
of the principal cross-roads, so as to allow stone arches to be built under the
Canal of a sufficient width and height for all the necessary travel. Your Petitioner will further shew, that on the new system of embankment, the Canal may
be made straight, or with very little curves, which w ill shorten the distance and
allow vessels to go through in much less time than they would travel the same
distance through a crooked Canal.
;
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And Your

Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

ROWLAND BURR,
Toronto, March 23rd, 1857.
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