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was prefixed a

To the

forty-fifth

of

the earliest as well as the largest and most important of the Settlements

this,

of this series of papers,

partial

View

After the lapse of thirteen year9, during
of the Brethren in South Africa.
which it has received considerable additions, a more general representation of the

and of the surrounding scenery, will not be unacceptable.
of Genadendal was originally formed on the banks of a small
but ever-flowing stream, where it issues from a rocky glen, called Bavianskloof.
The opening of this glen is seen to the left of the engraving, under the high ridge
which bears the name of the Great Mountain. At first, the dwellings of the Hottentot settlers were little better than the bond-hoeks, or huts, inhabited by their
place,

The Settlement

but in process of time walled cottages gradually supplied their place.
Following the example of the Missionaries, who had meanwhile planted a grove
of oaks around their premises, and formed a large garden, of which George

fathers,

Schmidt's pear-tree was the prominent feature, the Hottentots also laid out gardens, which they plentifully stocked with peach, quince, and other fruit-trees, and

with vegetables of various kinds.

and the rearing of

cattle, others

the Missionaries, while

Some engaged

in the cultivation of arable land,

acquired the handicraft businesses taught them by

many found

regular employment with the farmers or

1.1.-41

—
;

and this is still the case with the majority of the
3250 persons of all ages.
In the annexed View, the spacious and high-roofed church, built in 1800, forms
In front, and at a short distance from its gable, is the Inthe central object.
colonists in the neighbourhood,

population,

now amounting

to

To the

left, are the dwellings of the Missionaries, and yet further to
work-shops and farm-premises. The Mission-°arden, and the contiguous burial-ground, are between the dwelling-houses and the spectator. Still
more in advance, the cattle-kraal. To the left and towards the hill-side, are thriving plantations of poplar, silverboom (protea argent ea), and other trees. To the
right of the church, are the Training- Institution and the Inn. The village is seen
stretching yet further toward the flank of the great mountain.
In the distance,
to the extreme right, rises the Donnersberg.
The inhabitants of Genadendal are chiefly Hottentots. A number of Kaffirs
settled there at an early period, who in 1816, the date of Br. C. I. LaTrobe's visit,
occupied a kraal or hamlet of their own, detached from the Hottentot village.
In 1838, the manumission of the Negro slaves, was the means of adding about

fant-school.

the

left,

600

A

their

to the population.

brief sketch of the origin

of this

series.

— Among

and progress of the Mission

the leading events in

its

erection of the present church in the year 1800,

history

— the

will

may

be found in No. 45
be mentioned, the

appointment of a board of

Hottentot opsieners, or overseers in 1816, for the maintenance of outward order,
the sanction given by

Government in 1827, to the

— the influx of manumitted slaves

in 1838,

rules and orders of the settlement,

— the formation of outposts and preach-

ing-places at Hout-kloof, Kopjes-Kasteel, Twistwyk, and the Bosjesveld, in 1845,

—

and the following years, and the establishment in 1837, of the Training-Instituwhich has already supplied a number of qualified and useful teachers and
assistants of the Hottentot, Caffre, Fingoo, and other native races, for the service
of our own congregations and schools, and, in some instances, even of those of

tion,

other Societies.

+~*~*

The

present year,

now

nearly concluded, has been one of especial

Church of the United Brethren,

two respects first,
Church under
its present name, which event took place in Bohemia, in the year
1457 and secondly, as being a year, in which a Synod of the Church
interest to the

in

:

as being the fourth centenary of the formation of the

;

at Herrnhut, in Saxony, after a lapse of nine years.
This Synod has published a Survey of the Mission-work of their
Church during the period between the Synods of 1848 and 1857,

has been held

and

it is

conceived that some extracts from that important document

which the present paper of " Particulars"
would ordinarily be devoted, namely, those carried on among tribes
which are not of the Negro race, may be acceptable on the present
Any space that may be left will be filled up by a few
occasion.
recent communications from the same spheres of labor.

relating to the Missions, to

—

»

Survey of the Mission

Work

m
of the

Church

of the

Brethren,

during the period between the Synods of 1848 and 1857
including a Review of the occurrences of the Year 1856.
" All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the
Lord and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee.
'

;

EDITH and LORNE PIERCE
COLLECTION of CANADI ANA
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nong the
n of this

has been
ae Lord's

>mmitted
has in-

d

Queens University at Kingston

k.

Notand

tiess,

any miswalketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks,
which is a proof
has not removed our candlestick out of his place,
that we may ' account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation/
takes,

He who

(2 Pet,

iii.

—

15.)

" Before the Synod of 1848, the number of out Mission-stations
was sixty-two. At the beginning of 1856, this number had increased
to seventy.
At present, if we exclude Australia, as being temporasuspended, there are sixty-nine stations, in thirteen MissionThe number of Brethren and Sisters engaged in the service
has increased from 285 to 300. Of the former number, fifty-eight
have entered the joy of their Lord ninety-seven have retired from
active service
mostly on account of age, or loss of health ; and 170
new labourers have entered the field.
rily

districts.

;

—

Greenland and Labrador Missions.
" In proceeding to a consideration of the separate Mission
tricts,

let

us

Greenland

disdirect our attention to the northern Missions, in
and Labrador. This field of labour has not increased

first

The number of stations has remained the same. Nor can
report any increase of spiritual life, especially as regards Greenland.
The increasing poverty of the inhabitants of this country,
which is so often mentioned with regret in our Annual Reports, as a
consequence of their acquiring a taste for European articles of luxury,
is connected with a painful increase of indifference to heavenly
blessings, and a want of hunger for the bread of life.
Hence our
Missionaries are constrained to give an account of those under their
care, with grief, rather than with joy.
In the conviction, that the
labours of faithful and qualified native assistants are of the utmost
importance, especially at the out-posts, and during the dispersion of
the Greenlauders, an institution for the training of native agents has
been commenced at New-Herrnhut, but has been in existence too
short a time to allow of any decided judgment as to its success.
" Of the Labrador Mission, through our Saviour's grace, a more
pleasing report may be given.
Although periods of temporal distress have not been wanting, the prejudicial results of which on
spiritual life have been abundantly evident, a greater degree of temporal prosperity, and more spiritual life are discernible than in
Greenland. Nor are cheering proofs wanting, that the labour of our
Brethren is not in vain in the Lord.
" At Hopedale, a new sphere of usefulness has been opened to our
Missionaries among the settlers of mixed races.
These people continue to manifest an earnest desire for spiritual instruction.
An
exploratory journey, with a view to ascertain what prospects there
arc for the establishment of a Mission-station in the territories of
in extent.

we

—

^ODR^^o-)
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Bay Company, south-west of Hopedale, has been for
contemplation, hut not yet carried into execution.*
" A peculiar trial betel this Mission in the year 1853, the failure
of the Harmony to reach more than one of the stations, being the
first occurrence of so serious a failure for eighty-four years. + Nevertheless, the Lord blessed the stores of provisions at the three unvisited stations so richly, that no want was experienced.
" Before leaving the North, we would mention that the idea,
already entertained in 1848, of taking steps for the establishment of
a new Mission among a tribe of Esquimaux residing on Cumberland
After awaiting for several years
Inlet, has not been lost sight of.
Captain Penny's arrival, Br. Warmow, of Lichtenfels, in Greenland,
was commissioned to visit this country and accompany him on a visit
to the above-mentioned coast. According to accounts lately received,
he sailed from Aberdeen on the 29th of June, with the intention of
returning to Europe with his report, in the autumn of next year. Perhaps the Lord will be pleased to prepare the way for the glorifying of
His name by the establishment of a Mission in the region referred to.
North American Indian Mission.
"The congregations gathered from among the Delaware and
Cherokee Indians in North America still exist. But they remain
small, and the labours of our Brethren are connected with many
Visitations by members of the presitrials of faith and patience.
ding Conferences in Pensylvania and North Carolina, took place at
New Fairfield in 1853, and among the Cherokees in 1854. The latter
was undertaken by Br. J. G. Herman, who, however, never returned,
having been called to his rest while on his journey home.
" In 1853, the Delaware congregation at Westfield was obliged to
leave its place of abode, and seek another. This was attended with
many hardships, which were willingly shared by the Missionary.
They are now settled on the Kansas river, in the Nebraska territory.
" We shall be inclined to join heartily in the language made use
of in a late report of the Salem Society for propagating the Gospel,
* Let us pray the Lord of the harvest graciously
to visit this field,
in which our brethren are labouring, so that the Spirit of grace and
truth may be abundantly poured out, and may lead the red man to
bow the knee in faith before the Anointed of the Lord, and to learn
that the Lord Jesus Christ is made of God to him, as to every believer, wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification and redemption.'
" The Mission commenced in 1847, at Woodstock Mills, in East
Florida, was unavoidably given up in 1854, in consequence of the
difficulties placed in its way by the prevailing system of slavery.
South African Mission.
" For the Mission in South Africa, the past period has been
one of severe trial, but at the same time also of abundant realization
of the Lord's gracious help. For some years after the last Synod, our
congregations enjoyed a time of refreshing from the presence of the
Lord. The complaints made by some of the colonists, that our
the Hudson's

some time

in

—

—

* It has been accomplished in the course of the present year (1857).
See
from Hopedale, p. 318.
t In 1810 a similar trial befel Hopedale— the only settlement the Harmony
was able to reach in 1853.

letter
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Missionary settlements were over-crowded, supported by mis-statements, led to investigation on the part of the Government, the result
of which, as regarded our Mission, was most satisfactory. At the
same time, it was evidently desirable to establish preaching-stations
and schools at some distance from the larger settlements. Of this
class are Tivistwyk and Kopjes Kasteel in the neighbourhood of
Genadendal, Goedverwacht, near Mamie, in the Groenekloof, and
Houtkloof, near Elim.
" But besides these smaller off-shoots, one or two new stations were
At the request of the
established during this period of tranquility.
Government, that a Missionary party from the older congregations,
in the western district of the colony, should be settled on the Beka
river, to the eastward from Enon, a number of Hottentots went
thither in 1848, accompanied by two Missionaries. They had much
hardship to endure at the commencement of their residence. All
efforts for the prosperons continuance of the station were vain, as the
neighbouring heathen Fingoos were not permitted to settle there.
" The case was very different with Goshen, on the Windvogelsberg,
not far south-eastward from Shiloh, where a new station was begun
for the benefit of the Tambookies and other Kaffirs, in 1850.
All
seemed favourable; one Kaffir hut after the other was erected round
the Missionaries' dwelling, and the barren wilderness rapidly assumed
the aspect of a garden of the Lord.
" Shiloh also increased and prospered, after escaping great and
manifold dangers during the Kaffir wars of 1835 and 1846. Such
was the state of things, when, in 1851, a new insurrection broke out,
which soon became extensive and threatening. The Missionaries were
but did not do so until their station
constrained to leave Goshen
was nearly surrounded by hostile hordes. The Tambookies removed
from Shiloh, while the Hottentot inhabitants of that station, influenced by the example of certain of their countrymen on the Katriver, and exasperated by the measures taken against them, joined
the rebels.
Our Missionaries, in order to avoid the appearance of
any participation in the revolt, left their beautiful abode, which was
soon seized by the rebels, and, eventually, in part, consumed by fire.
The Missionaries were also obliged to flee from Mamre, as the new
While the unfaithfulness of many of
station on the Beka was called.
the Shiloh people was manifested in so distressing a manner, it was
a cheering circumstance, that nearly a thousand volunteers from the
three large settlements, in the western district of the colony, responded to the call of the Government, took an active part in the
defence of the country, and received very favourable testimonials for
their loyalty and good conduct.
Shiloh was soon partially reoccupied but the accustomed quietness and order were first restored
after the conclusion of peace in 1853.
The buildings destroyed in
the war have, since that time, been mostly re-erected, and the work
of the Lord now proceeds under His blessing. Goshen has likewise
been re-occupied, though some disturbance to its peaceful course has
arisen from a threatened renewal of an outbreak among the Kaffirs.
" The western settlements continue to prosper, though in Genadendal some circumstances have arisen of a character adapted to
disturb the regulations proper in a Missionary village. On the whole,
the position of our older settlements and their inhabitants is some-

—

—

;
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Our title to the possession of the land has been
critical.
questioned, and attacks have been made on our arrangements by
parties professing to maintain a presumed right of the colonists to
The eventual result of all this, we
the labour of the Hottentots.
must leave in the hand of the Lord.
what

" The Training School at Genddendal is in a prosperous state, and
has already been the means of much good. Though not all the pupils
have repaid the pains taken with them, yet our Brethren have been
permitted to obtain a rich return for the seed sown. Young men,
who had received their training in this Institution, are now employed
as teachers at nearly all our South African stations, and, almost
universally, have the character of being capable and faithful. It is a
peculiarly pleasing circumstance that Missionaries of other Societies
have intrusted native youths to our Brethren for education, and have
taken into their service those who had been trained in our Institution.
" There are prospects of an extension of our labours in KafTraria.
With this view an exploratory journey from Shiloh is in contemplation.
" We now come to those extensions of our Mission-field which
have taken place during Jhe period under review.
Mosquito Mission.
" The Synod of 1848, commissioned the Unity's Elders' Conference
to take steps for the commencement of two new Missions, namely,
among the Indians on the Mosquito Coast, in Central America,
and among the natives of New Holland.
" Early in 1849, Br. and Sr. Pfeiffer, with Br. Lundberg and
another assistant, arrived at Bluefields. They speedily erected a
dwelling-house and Church, opened Sunday and day schools ; and
collected the first little band of awakened souls in this region.
The
young Indian king and his three sisters were not only friendly to
the Missionaries, but also placed themselves under their instruction.
But these encouraging appearances only had reference to the mixed
population of Bluefields. Little intercourse could be had with the
Indians, who were the especial objects of the Mission. Hence, when
the Missionaries had been reinforced by the arrival of Br. and
Sr. Jiirgensen from Europe, a new station was commenced at a
place called English Bank, near several Indian villages. A dwellinghouse and church have since been erected, and the proclamation of
the Gospel seems not to be in vain.
" As Br. and Sr. Pfeifter, who had superintended this Mission
from its commencement, were not able to continue in this office, after
a faithful service of thirty years in the tropics, Br. and Sr. Feurig,
who had gained much experience and shown much faithfulness
during their service in Jamaica, took their place.
" That more attention might be devoted to the School* than was
possible previously, a teacher was called from Jamaica, who had
received his education in the Training-school at Fairfield in that
May the Lord cause His blessing to rest in an abundant
island.
measure on the labours of our Missionaries in this new field
Australian Mission.
" For several years the attention of the Unity's Elders' Conference
!

* An industrial School for the training of Indian children
'hich special contributions will be thankfully received.

is

contemplated, for

MONGOLIAN AND TIBETAN MISSION.
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7

called to the subject of a Mission to the natives of the

Australian continent, but it was not until 1848 that it was resolved
that a commencement should be made, in reliance on the Divine
help and blessing. Agreeably to this resolution, the Brn. Tager and
Spieseke were called in 1849. Early in the following year they
reached Melbourne, where they were most kindly received by the
governor, Br. C. J. La Trobe, brother of our Mission Secretary
in London, as well as by other friends of the Missionary work.
Their dwelling-place was fixed on the shore of Lake Boga, near the
river Murray, about 200 miles from Melbourne, in a neighbourhood
where several tribes of natives were located. The Governor did all
in his power to assist them, and assigned them a piot of land, ou
which they erected a log-hut, and laid out a garden. The wretched
circumstances of the poor natives laid great hindrances in the way
of the Missionaries ; and those of the colonists who were opposed to
the Mission rendered their position yet more difficult, by the slanders
by which they endeavoured to prejudice the natives against the
Brethren. Additional trials arose, after the discovery of the goldfields in the colony. Still the Missionaries persevered. They always
treated the natives with kindness and hospitality, sought to induce
them to settle near them, and endeavoured to obtain some acquaintance with their language. Nor were they quite unsuccessful,
as was proved by the increasing confidence of the natives, their
readiness to prolong their stay at the station, and their willingness
to labour for payment in food or clothing. Yet they remained careless about all beyond the supply of their bodily wants.
"In 1854, the two Brethren were joined by a third. Soon afterwards, they lost their kind friend, Lieut. Governor La Trobe, who
resigned his charge of the colony, which he had held fourteen years,
and returned to England. For six years they courageously and
faithfully persevered in their labours, without, in a single instance,
attaining the object of their efforts, to win souls for Christ.
Yet, as
has been already remarked, there were some indications that their
labour was not in vain. Possibly the enemy of souls also perceived
this, and feared that he would lose his power over these poor people.
He therefore marshalled his forces for a decisive attack And, unhappily, his assaults were but too successful, for he was permitted
to render our Brethren faint-hearted and confused, and to mislead
them to rash and inconsiderate conduct, which, as is well known,
resulted in the temporary suspension of the Mission.
"The Mission-Board has expressed to the Colonial Government
its readiness to resume the Mission, under circumstances that would
afford hope of its prosperous continuation.
Mongolian and Tibetan Mission.
" Since 1848, the Unity's Elders' Conference has been induced, in
addition to the two new Missions decided on by the Synod, to commence a third to the Mongols. The occasion to this was given by a
visit paid at Herrnhut in 1850, by the well-known Missionary in
China, Dr. GutzlafT. On this occasion he laid before the Unity's
Elders' Conference the desirableness of making known the gospel to
the Mongols, pointed out what was, in his opinion, the best mode of
reaching them, and promised to support the effort as far as lay in

—
8
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power. This invitation was made known to our congregations,
with the request that such Brethren as felt called to serve our Saviour
in this new, and, without doubt, difficult field of labour, should signify their willingness. Out of a large number who offered themselves,
the two Brethren Pagell and Heyde were chosen.
They first proceeded to Kiinigsfeld, to gain some acquaintance with the Mongol
language, under the tuition of Br. Zwick, formerly stationed among
the Kalmucs, and after some instruction in medicine, set sail from
London for Calcutta in the summer of 1853, the route by way of
India having proved the only one possible. At Kotghur, a station of
the Church Missionary Society, at the foot of the Himalayas, they
were kindly entertained by the resident Missionary, Mr. Prochnow,
and employed themselves in learning the Thibetan language, under
In 1855, they visited Ladak, but found that
the tuition of a Lama.
the Mongols were not in the habit of frequenting that province. All
attempts to cross the Chinese frontier, on their way to Mongolia,
being in vain, they were obliged to return for the winter to Kotghur.
They now proposed to establish themselves among the Buddhist inhabitants of Lahul, as near the frontier as possible. Having obtained
the sanction of the Mission-Board, and the kind assistance of Major
Lake and other officials of the East India Company, they procured
a plot of land at Kjelang, near the river Bhagar, about 10,000 feet
above the level of the sea. Here they have built a house.
"As it is evident that this is calculated to be a regular Missionstation, and will be useful as such, even in case of the possibility of
penetrating into Mongolia, a third labourer has been sent out, to
take the superintendence of the Mission, and especially to effect the
translation of the Holy Scriptures into the language of Tibet.
This
third Missionary, Br. H. Jaschke, has joined his Brethren in safety.
May the Lord unite these three Brethren, in their distant Alpine
dwelling, in sincere love and harmony. May He be * their refuge and
their fortress : their God, in whom 'hey trust, that they may abide
under the shadow of the Almighty.' (Ps. xci., 1, 2.)"
his

—

The following remarks are made by the Brethren on the financial
view appended to the above survey
" 1. By the blessing of the Lord on the administration of our Missionary finances during the nine years embraced by the Survey, no
debt has been contracted requiring any extraordinary effort for its
:

The statement of accounts for the year 1847, presented
to the Synod of 1848, showed a small deficiency of £189 14s. 2d. ;
the statement of 1856, laid before the Synod of the present year,
closes with a nearly corresponding deficit of £185 3s.
in each case
extraordinary help having been provided for the reduction of the
actual deficiency of considerable larger amount.
" 2. A second subject for grateful acknowledgment, is the fact that,
notwithstanding the establishment of three new and by no means
inexpensive Missions, since the Synod of 1848, there has been no
increase of the average outlay for the whole Missionary work during
the progress of the past nine years; a sum of from £13,000 to
£14,000 having sufficed to meet the demands, even of the most costly
year.
This could not have been the case had not the Lord been
liquidation.

:

— —
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pleased to put it into the hearts of some of his servants to furnish
the needful means for the extension of the work, independently of the
ordinary contributions to the Missions. These special funds now
being nearly exhausted, and those for the Missions to the Mosquito
Coast and Mongolia (or Tibet) quite so ; a larger expenditure for
the whole work may be anticipated in the time to come.
" 3. The considerable income which the Accounts show, and which
has enabled the Mission Board to provide for all the expenses of the
work, has been derived from extraordinary sources, of which legacies
have formed by no means the smallest portion. The amount of
contributions from other sources, and especially from congregational
collections and individual subscriptions, has rather declined than
advanced ; an experience which our warm and aetive friends, the
Committee of the London Association have made with regret, and
have felt constrained to place on record at the close of the fortieth
year of the existence of that invaluable institution. That there is
if the
great need of an increase of personal and prayerful efforts
work is to be maintained in its present extent will, therefore, be
evident to all the members and friends of our Church.
"4. The Committee would lastly bring under the notice of all who
are specially interested in the well-being of the black and coloured
population of the West Indies, the present state of two funds
The Training -School fund, it will be
established for their benefit.
observed, has a large and increasing deficiency, owing to its necessarily considerable expenditure; and the fund for Country Schools
is in course of annual reduction, the contributions to it having for
some years past been exceeded by its outgoings. To restore the
balance between income and expenditure, is an object manifestly of
great importance, for the attainment of which the kind co-operation
of our Brethren and friends is earnestly solicited."

—

—

Towards the

1856 the numbers in the MissionNegro tribes, were as follows

close of the year

Stations not situated

among

the

:

Stations.

Greenland and Labrador
South Africa
North America, Mongolia, and Mosquitia
Total

8~

Missionaries.

Communicants.

Total in
Congregations.

8

53
55

1258
1907

3274
7037

6

19

133

602

22

127

3,298

10,913

46

166

16,452

62,389

68

293

19,750

73,371

In the West Indian congregations there are

The whole of

the Missions
the
Heathen

among
amounted

to

The report from Greenland in the above Survey being scanty,
the following particulars from thence will here be added :

From Br.
*• I

S. Kleinschmidt, at

do not

recollect

whether

New Herrnhut,
I

mentioned,

in

July 14M, 1857.
you last

writing to
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new was impending for Greenland. The plan
was formed to constitute each of the trading districts a sort of
commune. For each of these there was to be a superintending committee, consisting of some of the most intelligent Greenlanders of the
year, that something

—

district, say about one of every hundred of the population
the factor,
the chaplain of the factory, and one or two other Europeans. To this
committee it was proposed to intrust the superintendence of all purely
local matters. This plan has been approved of by the Danish Govern-

ment, and is at once to be put in practice. For this district (Godhaab), the superintending board is to consist of the factor for the
time being, the chaplain, the surgeon, the senior catechist in the
colony, six Greenlanders from various parts of the district, and myself.
One of the Europeans is to take charge of the minutes, &c, which
office I have been requested to accept. Similar arrangements are to be
made for the other districts. The object of all this is, to put an
end to the hitherto existing lawless state of things a state which
was entirely opposed to the idea of a country under Christian rule.

—

By God's

blessing, this

is

Jfkely to

have beneficial

results.

" The past winter was, in many parts of the country, a very
trying one. Such a scarcity prevailed in Sukkertoppen and Holsteinborg, the two districts next to us on the north, as has not been known
in the memory of man. Out of a population of 1,600, more than 200
died of hunger, although every assistance was afforded them on the
When the people will not lay up stores for
part of the Europeans.
the winter, and when, as was the case at this time, they are so ill
provided with clothing, that, when the weather is at all severe, they are
obliged to remain

in

must perish. Some

the house, even in the midst of abundance, they
congregation died of hunger and hardship."

in this

C. A. Ullbricht, at New-Herrnhut, July "2nd, 1857.
" Besides personal trials for ourselves, there has been much sufUp to Christmas we had scarcely
fering among the Greenlanders.
any winter, and until the end of January the weather was mild.
But in February severe cold set in, and continued till the end of
April. The result of this was, much scarcity among the Greenlanders,
increased by the want of water, arising from their inability to procure

From Br.

fuel to melt the

snow.

" During this cold winter, we were very glad of the coals, for
which we were indebted to the kindness of our British friends. The
Ellas-Cad'* was also of great use to the suffering Greenlanders, and
the Lord blessed it so richly, that it did not entirely fail.
" We earnestly hope that a mission may prove practicable among
the inhabitants of Northumberland Inlet, so that the light of the
Gospel may shine there. I think Br. Warmow is quite the proper
*

man for an exploratory journey, and to commence the Mission,
should the latter step be deemed desirable."
J. Kogel, at Lighten au, July 9th, 1857.
of the age seems to have penetrated even here, and

From Br.
" The

spirit

• The barrel of Elijah— the fund which provides for the families of Greenlanders lost while procuring food.
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there is a too general desire to live and act according to the desires
of the flesh and of the mind. But it is undoubtedly our duty to take
courage anew, and to continue to sow the good seed, in hope that
the Lord will in His good time send a gracious rain to refresh His
Meanwhile, we are not left without proofs that the
inheritance.
Gospel is not preached in vain, even though its effects are long in
appearing. Thus, a short time ago a woman died, who in days of
health and strength had thought but little of the salvation of her soul.
But when she was taken ill, the Spirit of God revealed to her her
lost condition, and awakened in her an earnest desire for the forShe sought and found grace, received the asgiveness of her sins.
surance of the forgiveness of her sins, and, trusting in the merits of
Jesus, departed this life with joy."

J. W. Vellner, at Fredericksthal, July 28M, 1857.
have had reason to be satisfied with the conduct of our
people. The meetings have been well attended. And that the attendance at school has been punctual and regular, was proved at the
examination. There were ninety-eight pupils present, whose progress
was encouraging, as it shewed our labour had not been in vain.
" We are again permitted to baptize heathen. As we believed,
the prohibition was only given by a former Inspector, while the
Danish Government had nothing to do with it. Last year we were
visited by two heathen families, one of which will probably come to
reside here. Last autumn, I visited five families from the East coast,
who have settled about fifty miles south from this place. Perhaps
the day of visitation for East Greenland is not far distant. It is said
that there is a considerable heathen population there.
If we could
establish a station at some point still farther eastward, we should
probably be able to do something among them."

From Br.
"

We

—

*~*~*
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From Br. C. R. Kolbing, at Genadendal, Dec. 6th, 1856.
" Br. and Sr. Miertsching landed in Cape-town on the last day of
1856, after a voyage of sixty-seven days, from Hamburg. This was
a short voyage. I remember that we were 105 days from London.
Our Arctic traveller and his partner were very welcome. They will
be stationed at Elim.
" Some days ago, I met an old widow, who is a chapel-servant,
carrying a large bundle of wood. Knowing that she had, some time
ago, a violent cough, which much weakened her, I said, * Well, Amelia,
I should not have believed that you could carry so heavy a load.'
'Myn Heer,' she answered, you must know I do not carry it alone.
As often as I pull up a bush, I say, * Lord give me strength,' and
when I carry it home, I say, * Lord, be there with me.' I should not
be able to carry it alone, but He, who is above, supports me.' "

—

From Br.

J. F. Wedemaris Diary, at the Hospital for Lepers
others, Robben Island, for 1856.

Feb. 8/A.
said,

'

My

—

and

" A candidate for baptism, formerly a Mahomedan,
Saviour suffered very much for me. He died for me,
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and shed His precious blood to save me from destruction. I rejoice
shall once go to be with Him.
I
This is a poor world,
where there is nothing but suffering and misery. In heaven it will
be better/
"To-day departed C. T., one of our baptized. When he
28th.
first came hither, he was unusually ignorant and stupid.
Though he
was very infirm, being obliged, in consequence of an injury in the
loins, to creep on his hands and knees, he came regularly to church.
to think

—

I often thought, when I perceived that he could not understand the
simplest things I said, that it was useless to attempt to do anything
with this man. But it pleased the Lord to put my unbelief to shame.
This poor man's understanding was gradually enlightened, and I
never perceived the work of the Holy Spirit so plainly in any heathen
Before he had experienced the grace of God, he was unas in him.
But afterwards,
able to speak a word about God and divine things.
his tongue was loosed, and He thanked and praised his Saviour for
the wonders of His grace; and on such occasions his countenance
brightened up with the expression of the peace and joy which filled

his heart.

April 4th.-—' On this day, the Lazarus patient, C. B., happily
departed this life after long continued suffering. During the last four
months of her life, she was entirely confined to her bed, and suffered
very severely from difficulty of breathing. During the last few days,
Yet she manifested
she was hardly able to speak above a whisper.
the utmost patience, and her expressions testified of her firm faith in
her Redeemer. She several times said, ' I have no one to depend
on but my Saviour. He is the rock on which I build. I heartily
desire to go and be with Him.' On the day of her death, she said,
I desire to be with my Saviour, and trust that He will receive me
in mercy.'
'*
An aged negro man, who is quite blind, expressed himself at the
It is my constant
speaking before the Holy Communion, as follows
prayer to our Saviour, that He would daily more and more cleanse
my heart from all which is displeasing to Him for it is my desire to
be quite united to Him.' This man is a true child of God. His simplicity and cheerfulness, although he is still blind, is truly edifying.
"The aged communicant brother L. A. departed
Oct. 23rd.
this life.
He suffered from chronic disease and came to this place
He was a
with his wife from Graaf-Reynet some years ago.
Malabar by birth. He appeared to live in close communion with
our Saviour, and was in the habit of resorting to solitary places to
hold converse with Him in prayer. More than once I have observed
him on his knees thus engaged, when taking a walk in the evening."
1

:

*

;

—
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