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PROCEEDINGS [ ^>

THE RAILWAY COMMITTEE,
IN RELATION TO THE BILL TO EXTEND THE LINE OF THE

PORT DALIOUSIE AND THOROLD RAILWAY COMPANY.
»t«

Monday, 6th November, 1854.

COMMITTEE MET.

MEMBERS PRESENT :

HON. SIR ALLAN N. MACNAB, Chairman.

Mr. Bellingham,
Mr. Cauchon,
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Crawford,
Mr. Egan,

Hon. Mr. Hincks,

Mr, Lemieux,
Hon. Mr. Macdonald, (of Glengary.

)

Hon. Mr. Merritt,
Mr. Mongenais,
Mr. Papin,
Mr. Rankin,

Hon. Mr. Robinson,
Mr. Smith, (of Victoria.)

Mr. Tache,

The Committee took into consideration the Bill to amend the Port Dalhousie

and Thorold Railway Act, by extending the said Road from Thorold to Port

Colborne.

The Preamble being read, was amended by striking out all after the word
" Whereas'' and inserting " the Company have prayed for power to extend their

Railway to Port Colborne on Lake Erie, and it is expedient to grant such power,

on the conditions hereinafter mentioned."

Clause 1 being read, was amended as follows :

Page 1, line 12—After " between " strike out to " all" in the 15th line, and
insert the 'southern side of the Great Western Railway and Port Colborne, and to.

such extension of their said Railway, and to all things thereunto relating.

Page 1, lines 17 and 18—After " Company " expunge the remainder of the

clause.

The said clause, as amended, was adopted.

Clause 2 being read, was amended as follows

:

Pao-e 1, line 22—After the number of the clause insert the following words :

—

" For the purpose of extending their Railway, as aforesaid, to Port Colborne."

Page 1, line 22—After " may be " strike out to "be, " inclusive, in line 23,

and insert "increased by a sum not exceeding £100,000 currency."

Page 1, line 24—Add to the clause, " Provided always, that the Company shall

" not commence the said extension of their Railway, or exercise any of the powers

"hereby given them in respect thereof, (except the power of increasing their Capi-
«' tal with a view to making the said extension,) until the whole of the said additional

*' Capital of one hundred thousand pounds shall have been bond fide subscribed for,

tc and five per centum thereon shall have been actually paid up ; And provided
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" also, that the said extension to Port Colborne shall be actually commenced
" within two years from the passing of this Act, and completed within five years

"from the same time, otherwise the right of the Company to make the same shall

" cease and determine."

The said clause, as amended, was adopted.

Clause 3 being read (amendment of 16 Vic. ch. 136 as regards crossing other

Railways),

—

Resolved—That the said clause be expunged.
Add to the Bill clauses A. and B.
" A. Whenever any lands which are required by the said Company for their

"Railway or the extension thereof, and which may be taken by them for that pur-
" pose, under their said Act of Incorporation and the clauses of the ' Railway
"Clauses Consolidation Act' incorporated therewith, or any estate or interest in

" such lands shall belong to a minor or infant having no guardian or other person
" acting for him, upon whom the notice required in such case can be served, or who
" can convey such lands, estate or interest to the Company, then upon application by
" the Company to the County Judge of the County or Union of Counties in which
" such lands lie, it shall be lawful for such Judge, after having first made such en-
" quiry (if an}r

) as he may think necessary, to appoint some person to be guardian
" to such minor or infant for the purpose of the said Acts and as regards such lands,

"estate or interest, and the person so appointed shall be such guardian accordingly,
" and may convey such lands, estate or interest to the Company, or receive the notice
" aforesaid, and do all things necessary in the premises ; and the words minor or
" infant in this section shall include minors or infants.

"

" B. This Act shall be deemed a Public Act."
Ordered—That the said Bill be re-printed in accordance with the foregoing

amendments.
The Committee adjourned its further proceedings on the said Bill until Tuesday

the 9th November inst.

Tuesday, 9th November, 1854.

COMMITTEE MET.

members present :

Mr. Bellingham,
Mr. Bureau,
Mr. Cartier,
Mr. Clarke,
Mr. Crawford,

Hon. Mr. Hincks,
Hon. Mr. Macdonald, (of Glengary,)

Hon. Mr. Merritt,
Mr. Papin,
Mr. Rankin,

Hon. Mr. Robinson,
Mr. Tache.

Mr. Cartier was called to the Chair, pro tern.

The Committee resumed the consideration of the Bill to extend the Line of

the Port Dalhousie and Thorold Railway Company.

Samuel Zimmerman, Esq., a Director of the Erie and Ontario Railroad Com-
pany, called in, and examined.

31. Would the Charter now applied for interfere with that of the Erie and
Ontario Railroad ?—It would, materially.



32. About what sum has been expended on the Erie and Ontario Railroad?
;

Between £150,000 and £200,000.

33. How many miles have been complete 1
, and what portion is in opera-

tion ?—17^ miles in operation, but not completed.

34. Do the Company intend to extend the Line, and if so, to what point?

—

They do, to Dunnville.

35. Would the road now applied for contend for the same business with the

Erie and Ontario, when extended ?—When extended both roads will extend to the

same business.

36. Has your Company expended any sum West of Chippawa ?—We have

made the Surveys and tracings of the Lines.

37. Are you aware what extent of work has been done under the Charter

granted last Session to the Hon. John S. Macdonald, Hon. Wm. H. Merritt, and

others?—I am not aware.

Hon. IV. H Merritt, (a Member of the Committee,) examined.

3S. Is the Capital of the Port Dalhousie and Thorold Railway £75,000?

—

By referring to the Act, I find it is £75,000.

39. What amount of that Capital has been subscribed?—Rising of £25,000.

40. Has the Town of St. Catherines taken £25.000 of this Stock?—They
have.

41. Will you state, as nearly as you can from recollection, the amount of

private Stock subscribed ?—There is very little, if any, more than will qualify the

Directors.

42. How many calls have been made on the Stock, and what per centage

on the Capital?— 1 think there is 20 or 40 per cent.; but it is notified in the

papers.

43. The number of Directors appears to be five. Can you state their names ?-

—

There are five, viz., George llykert, Esq., President, William H. Merritt, William
H. Merritt, Junior, J. R. JJenson, and W. C. Chisholm.

44. Is then the Committee to understand that the whole amount paid up of

private Slock is about from £500 to £1000?—I have answered that question

before, I do not think it amounts to that sum, but they have paid the calls which
appear in the papers.

45. Are you, as a Director of the Company, unable to say whether the calls

are 20 or 40 per cent?—I will refer to the notice, and answer the question.

46. Can you recollect how much you have paid up yourself?—No, I can-

not, but I have paid all the calls.

47. Are there any shareholders in the Company except the Directors and
Mr. J. S. Macdonald ?—If so, state their names ?—It was not the intention of this

Company to obtain private subscriptions (except from the Municipal Corporation

of St Catharines, which took £25,000,) until after the Railroad was finished from
Port Dalhousie to St. Catharines, the guarter part of the work being on that part

of the line ; it is now under contract, and will be completed this year : it is the in-

tention of the Company to get an additional amount of stock subscribed to finish

it to the Great Western this year and to extend it to Port Colborne to get the ad-
ditional stock subscribed as soon as they obtain the present Act.

48. Did not the Town ol St. Catharines make a stipulation that the £25,000
subscribed by them was to be expended between Port Dalhousie and St. Cath-
arines ?—Yes I have answered this question before.

49. Have not applications been made by yourself or others interested and to

your knowledge, to several Municipalities to take stock ; and have they not been
refused ?—A public meeting was called inCrowland by the Reeve, John Helmes

;

a meeting of all the Reeves of the Townships on the line took place, they re-

commended that the stock should be taken by these Townships and the Chair-
man gave notice at that time that an application would be made to Parliament to

extend the road from Thorold to Port Colbourn and from Port Robinson to Fort



Erie, and at the same time recommended a meeting in the different Townships to

consider the expediency of subscribing for stock to complete the entire line after

the Act should have been obtained. There was a meeting called in Caranthem
and another in Thorold, at which those present objected to pledge themselves to

take stock.

50. Was not the Hon. John S. Macdonald at one time a Director ?—Has he
not resigned, and given up his stock ?—He has transferred his stock to W. H.
Merritl, Junr., who was elected Director in his place, as I am informed since I

left St. Catherines.

The Committee adjourned its further proceedings on the Bill until Friday
next.

Friday, 10th November, 1854.

COMMITTEE MET.

Members Present :

Hon. SIR ALLAN N. MacNAB, Chairman,

Mr. Bellingham,
Mr. Cartier,
Mr. Cauchon,
Mr. Clarke,

Hon. Mr. Hincks,
Mr. Lemieux,

Hon. Mr. Macdonald, (of Glengary.)
Hon. Mr. Merritt,

Mr. Mongenais,
Hon. Mr. Robinson,

Mr. Smith, (of Victoria.)

Mr. Tache.

The Committee resumed the consideration of the Bill to extend the line of the

Port Dalhousie and Thorold Railway Company.
Hon. Mr. Merritt again examined.
51. Was there not a distinct understanding that none of the Directors

were to advance money from their private means for those instalments ? Has
not the £500 paid up by them been obtained out of the £25,000 received for the

Bonds?—No, there is not one word of truth in it.

52. Is it not clearly understood that the Railroad is to be the properly of the

Town of St. Catharines, and that it is not to extend beyond the Town of St. Ca-
tharines or the Great Western Junction ?—The Town of St. Catharines have taken

£25,000, to that amount, therefore, it will be their property, but the capital is

£75,000, consequently they will own one-third. '1 he capital which is required

by the Bill for the extension being £1005000 in addition, it will make the whole
£175,000.

Hon. Mr. Merritt handed in the following statement

:

Committee Room, 10th November, 1854.

To the Chairman of the Railroad Committee.

Sir,—The Municipality of St. Catharines have subscribed for stock of the

Port Dalhousie and Thorold Railway Company to the amount of £25,000 ; very

little other stock has been subscribed (except by the Directors.) George Rykert,

Calvin Phelps, James R. Benson, William C. Chisholm and myself were the first

Directors, together with the Mayor, E. S. Adams, Esquire, on the pait of the Town
Council.



A Committee was also appointed by them to confer with the Directors res-

pecting any alteration in the road, and the selection of the station was determined

by the Town.
The Railroad from Port Dalhousie to St. Catharines is under contract ; it will

take a longer time to* complete this part of it, and the stock will remain the

property of the Town.
The estimate, survey and report of that part lying between Port Dalhousie

and the Great Western, was made by Wm. Danford on 6th August, 1853.

On the 14th November a meeting of the Reeves and Councillors of the dif-

ferent Municipalities was held at Crowland, and the extension of the line to

Port Colborne unanimously recommended.
In consequence of this, notice was given by the Port Dalhousie and Thorold

Railroad Company, and a Petition was duly presented by the President, and
a Bill approved of by this Committee without opposition, the Niagara District

Bank purchased the debentures, and twenty per cent, paid thereon.

The Bill for the extension requires the capital to be all paid up to the amount
of £100,000, and 5 per cent, paid thereon, before the works can proceed.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

W. HAMILTON MERRITT.
The Committee then adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o'clock.

Saturday, 11th November, 1854.

members present :

Mr. Crawford,
Hon. Mr. Hincks,
Hon. Mr. Merritt,

Mr. Papin,
Hon. Mr. Robinson,

Mr. Smith, (of Victoria.)

The Clerk adjourned the Committee for want of a quorum, until 11 o'clock on
Monday next.

Monday, 13th November, 1854.

COMMITTEE MET.
members present:

Mr. Bellingham,
Mr. Cartier,
Mr. Cauchon,
Mr. Crawford,
Mr. Egan,

Hon. Mr. Hincks,
Hon. Mr. Macdonald, (of Glengary.)
Hon. Mr. Merritt,

Mr. Mongenais,
Mr. Papin,
Mr. Rankin,

Hon. Mr. Robinson.
Mr. Smith, (of Victoria.)

Mr. Cartier was called to the Chair pro tern,.

The Committee resumed the consideration of the Bill, to extend the line of
the Port Dalhousie and Thorold Railway Company (as amended and reprinted.)

The Preamble, as amended, was read, and adopted.
Clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4 were read as amended, and adopted.
Ordered^rjfhiit the said Bill be reported to the House (as amended) this day.



Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2012 with funding from

Queen's University - University of Toronto Libraries

http://archive.org/details/proceedingsofraiOOport







••"
,.

X




