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EELATION AND VALUE OF THE EDUCATIONAL DEPOSITORY TO THE PUBLIC & HIGH SCHOOLS.

NOTE,—We have reprinted, in this convenient form, the following article from the Journal of Education, in reply to the

attacks upon the Educational Depository, by certain magaazine booksellers and other interested parties. We commend the

facts contained in the paper to the dispassionate consideration and judgment of the Members of the Legislature and others who
feel anxious to promote the best interests of our Public Schools in this direction. In view of the American examples and

warnings given on page 7, Lord Elgin's testimony to the same effect on page 9, and our own experience, we are sure there will

be no difference of opinion amongst experienced men on this subject, that, if the Depository be closed, the Legislative Grant

had better be entirely withdrawn, rather than perpetuate in this Province the evils M> justly complained of by our AflK -
neighbours.

CONTENTS OF THIS PAPR:
1. "The Canada Bookseller's" Petty Attack on the Depository.

•2. Seventeen Facts and Inferences to be considered.

8. Practice and opinions of American Educationists in regard to a Depository.

4. American reasons for preferring our Depository system to leaving the matter in the

hands of "The Trade."

a. Cautions and Warnings of American Educationists and of the " Globe " Newspaper.
0. 8teps taken by the Education Department to supply our Schools with cheap and

useful Books, Maps, and Apparatus.

7. Routine in the Department in regard to the Educational Depository.

8. Opinion of School Trustees and others as to the value of the Books and requisites

sent out.

9. Book imports into Ontario and Quebec.
10. Value of Articles sent out from the Depository from 1851 to 1871, inclusive.

11. Four kind'- of Libraries which may be established under the Departmental Regula-
tions.

As the editor of the "Canada Bookseller," in this city, has at

various times, through that publication, sought to misrepresent

the purpose and objects of the Education Depository, we direct

the attention of the friends of the Depository to the following facts

and inferences which have already been discussed in the Journal
OW Education for May, 1870, and published in a separate form.*
It is not necessary to do more in this place to summarize the pur-
port of the Journal article at that time. In the May Journal we
have demonstrated most of the following facts and inferences :

—

2. SEVENTEEN FACTS AND INFERENCES TO BE
CONSIDERED.

1.

—

City and. Town Boards of Trustees authorized to establish a De-
pository for their Schools.

That the law authorizes (and provides facilities for) each Board
of School Trustees, in Cities, Towns, <fcc. , to establish and maintain
what is equivalent to a Depository, or School depot, for the supply
of its schools with approved books, stationery, &c, of all kinds,
and authorizes the charge of a fee for its maintenance.

'2.— Educational Depository, a City and Town one, on a large scale.

That the Depository connected with the Education Department,
is nothing more than such a City or Town School depot on a large
scale, and under Provincial control, out of which to supply all the
Schools of the Province.

3 ,,tWhat is right and, proper for a City and Town Boa nl to do
lining for the Ecfebation Department to do.

That what is right and proper for a City and Town Board of
Trustees to do, (under the sanction of the Legislature) cannot be
wrong for the Central Depository of the Education Department
to do on a large scale, under the same sanction.

The publishers of the Toronto "Canadian Monthly and National Review " have
appended to the 3rd No. a petty attack on the Educational Depository, and even threats
ened the Council of Public Instruction, with an addition of "one or more members of
the Buuk Trade, of business capacity, disinterested mercenarily," etc. The Depart-
ment is ready and willing at any time to meet a fair and honourable inquiry into its
proceedings

;
but that the publishers of a magazine of the character and pretensions of

the one we have just noticed should descend to slander and vilification to promote theirown disinterested " objects of trade is painful in the extreme. When the proper
lime comes we shall meet these maligners and show at least to the satisfaction of the
public, that the real trouble with such "disinterested" gentlemen is the low prices of
toe books m the Depowtory whleh is ., standing source of trouble, irritation and annoy-
ance to them.
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4.

—

Educational Depository exists solely for the schools.

That the Educational Depository exists solely for, and in the
interest of the schools alone, and that it has never supplied private

parties with books, or interfered with private trade in any way.

5.

—

Principle of the Depository acted upon by the Dominion and
Provincial Governments, <£•<•.

That the principle of the Depository is recognized and acted

upon without question by the Imperial, Dominiou and Provincial

Governments, in their Stationery Offices, Queen's Printers, Post

Offices, Army and Navy supply, etc.

6.

—

To abandon the Depository principle would be to create two evils.

That to abandon the principle of the Educational Depository

would be either to confer a monopoly of high prices upon a few

individual booksellers, or to throw wide open the door to the in-

troduction of all kinds of literature, the bad and pernicious as well

as the good, as we shall demonstrate by incontrovertible testimony

and examples. (See next page.)

7.—-Examples and warnings of others not to be disregarded,

That the examples in our own country, and the warning of our

American neighbours (which we riuote below) should not be disre-

garded by us, but should be carefully pondered.

8.—Not one of our 5,000 Schools has asked for change in Depositary

system.

That after an experience of twenty years, not one of the nearly

5,000 school corporations have asked for any change, in the De-

pository system, but numbers of them have regarded the Depositoiy

as a great boon, and have so expressed themselves. (See page 20.

)

9.

—

None but interested parties wish to destroy the Depository.

That none but interested parties have ever petitioned the House
of Assembly against the Depository ; that even they have not done
so for years, and- that during the last session several petitions wery
sent in asking the House to authorize the Department to supple

poor schools with maps and apparatus, as part of the grant made
to them.

10.

—

The gift of hooks and maps identical vn principle with Ha <i'ift of
money, dec.

That if the Government, under the authority of the Legislature,
has a right to give money and provide trained teachers for the
schools, it lias also a right to give books and maps to them, and
that is not a shadow of difference in the principle of the one gift

and the other.

11.

—

Ureal success of the Ih'poxitary far 20 years.

That the Depository has now been in successful operation for
twenty years, has sent out (or, at the end of this year will have
sent out) nearly, 000,000 volumes of approved books, for libraries
and other reading, and (including maps and apparatus) articles,

during the same time, to the value of nearly $600,000.

12.

—

No article cosh a school mart than half a reduced price.

That all the books and maps for the schools are purchased from
wholesale booksellers and others, ;\t the lowest wholesale rates, and

1



are sold (on an average) at currency for sterling rates, or about 25

per cent, less than the usual current retail prices, and that no school

has to pay mofe than one-half of this reduced rate.

13.

—

Development of Home Trade by (he Depository.

That the Depository has developed new branches of home
manufacture and industry in Ontario, and has largely increased the

demand for beoks, of which the booksellers have reaped the benefit.

14.

—

Alleged interference with boom trade disproved.

That the alleged interference of the Depository with the book

trade is the reverse of truth, as the " Trade Returns" will show.

It has, on the contrary, largely developed this trade, by sending

books into every corner of the land. The value of books (not

maps and apparatus) imported into the Province of Ontario, in

J850. was $(141,700, and, in 1870, $351,000, while the average im-

port of books by the Department has not been five per cent, of

tJm latter * ii iii.

15.

—

Entire text-book trade in the hands of booksellers.

That the entire text-book trade is in the hands of the book-

sellers, as the books are all named and known, and no departure

from the list can take place ; but that with the large and constant

influx of new booksno su ch supervision could take place over the supply
l.r linnkselli'i-' of prizes and library books, t

10.

—

Legislatre aid to Depositoi-y dwvelops local effort.

That, of the $398,408 granted by the Legislature to the Deposi-

tory since 1851, $153,092 have been returned to the Provincial

Treasury, as the proceeds and evidence of local effort to supply the

schools with books, maps and apparatus

17.

—

Depository lias fully paid ifs own expenses.

That the depository has fully paid its own way, and has not

cost the Province one penny for its management for twenty years.

In regard to the State of New York, the Chief Superintenden
(Dr. Ryerson) in his Special Report to the Legislature in 1858, says :—

" The unsatisfactory working and declining state of the public

school library system in the State of New York, as detailed in a

preceding page, is a sufficient illustration of the fruits of what is

demanded by the bookselling assailants of our public library system,

in a country where the private book trade is much more extended
in its supplies and operations than in Upper Canada.

" Whether, therefore, our system of providing public libraries,

as well as maps, globes, and other school apparatus, be considered
in regard to the higher or lower grounds above stated, the conclu-

sion is that which was expressed by the President of the American
Association for the Advancement of Education at a late anniver-

sary of that noble society, as cpioted by the Earl of Elgin in a

speech at Glasgow, after his return from Canada. The report

says :

—
' The President made some remarks cm the difficulty in the

United States of procuring proper libraries for schools, keeping out

bad books and procuring good ones at reasonable rates, and hf

strongly recommended the system adopted by the Education De-
partment at Toronto, Canada West.'

"

Examples of the practice in other States, and in Nova Scotia, Aus-
tralia, etc., (which are in the main similar to that in our own
Province), will be found on pages 40 and 43 of the Special Report

just quoted, and pages 100 and 101 of the Journal of Education
for June, 1867-

3 PRACTICE AND OPINIONS OF AMERICAN EDUCATION-
ISTS IN REGARD TO A DEPOSITORY.

We make the following extracts from the Journal for May, 1870.

The Commissioner of Public Schools, in the State of Rhode Island,

in discussing the whole question of school libraries, thus remarks .

—

" The plan of providing such district school libraries, adopted by

the Parliament of Canada West, is undoubted! y the wisest that has

(/ , i heen aeted iijimi. It is in short this :—The Parliament by vote

appropriated a specific sum to purchase a suitable number of books,

charts and articles of apparatus for schools and school libraries

This sum was expended under the direction of the Superintendent

of Public Education, and a large Depository of excellent and select

books for the reading of youth and older persons was made at the

Office of Education. Whenever any school district or municipality

wishes to form a library, it may send to the office of the General

Superintendent a sunt not less than five dollars, and the Superin-

tendant adds one hundred per cent, to the sum, and returns, at cost

price such books to the district as may, by a committee or other-

wise 'have been selected from the printed catalogue of the Deposi-

tory.' Thus the books that go into libraries are books that have

been well examined, and contain nothing that is frivolous, or that

could poison the morals of those who read them ; the libraries pur-

chase them at the wholesale price, and, of course, can obtain a

much larger amount of reading -matter for their money than as

though they had each made the purchase direct from the book-

sellers for themselves, and at the same tinu they are stimulated to do

something for themselves as well as to ask that something may be done

for them.
'

It is believed that some such plan might be carried into

effect in our own State greatly to the profit of the whole community."

t Note —Fovr Reasons why "The Trade" is Incompetent to take the Place ok

tiik DErosi'rony in Supplying oira Schools.

To the statement that private booksellers can supply the library wants of the schools,

as well or nearly as well, as the Education Department, our reply is four-fold :—

1st 'That a Department, specially charged with the care and oversight of the schools,

being a disinterested party, must be much better qualified to minister to their wants

in these respects than interested parties, who, as a rule, have no other object in view

than commercial gain.
.

_
2nd That the experience of educationists on this subject m the United States is, that

booksellers through their agents and travellers throughout the rural parts, have, with

some good books, disposed of immense quantities of pernicious and worthless books.

See the illustrations on this subject quoted on pages

3rd That if the right of supply is thrown open to booksellers indiscriminately, the

bad as well as the good will take advantage of the facilities thus offered for flooding the.

country with their own publications wiihout oheck or restraint. To restrict the right of

supply'to one or more publishers would be to perpetuate the so-called "monopoly' in

its most oppressive and offensive form. If a change be made at all, it must be hi the

direction of throwing open the right of supply, and giving all vendors alike full permis-

sion to circulate such books as they please—bad and good—or, what would be preferable,

withdraw the grant altogether.
,,

4th. No private publishing house, even in the cities, could, without having the

" monopoly " of supply secured to it, be able to keep more than one-half of the variety

of books, maps, charts and apparatus, which would be necessary for circulation in our

5,000 schools. Nor could it supply them at anyth'ng like the low price at which they

are now furnished to the trustees.

4. AMERICAN REASONS FOR PREFERRING OUR DEPOSI-
TORY SYSTEM TO LEAVING THE MATTER IN THE HANDS OF "THE
TRADE.''

Previously to quoting the reasons and warnings of the American
Educationists, we desire to refer briefly to an incident of the Perth
library case (which case gave rise to recent discussions on this

subject). The Board of Trustees at Perth had ordered several of

Lever's novels, which the Council of Public Instruction and the
Department had refused to sanction for introduction into our
schools. The Perth Courier and- Toronto Globe* both assailed the
Department for refusing to send the books asked for by the Perth
Trustees, on the ground that they; were quite as competent as the
Department to decide what kind of books should be placed in the
school library. To this, Dr. Ryerson replied as follows :

—

" Among the most serious charges made by one of the principal

complaining parties is this :—That the Department has refused to

supply them with Lever's novels, including stories of such rollick-

ing drunken heroes as ' Harry Lorrequer,' ' Charles O'Malley,'
' Jack Hinton,' &c. The Council of Public Instruction, believing

that there are too many of such characters in the country already,

without increasing their number, refused to sanction the spending of

public money to buy and circulate books to eulogize and applaud
them, and to place such books in the hands of our youth."
As to the evils, even in our own Province, of placing works of

a doubtful kind in the hands of youth, we refer to the painful cases

on this subject mentioned in the Journal of Education for April,

1861, and the further illustrative papers on the subject in the
Journal for November, 1865.

The Globe of the 30th March says :—
" The complaining parties have dared to question the propriety

of that index librorum prohibitorum which this Canadian Pope has

instituted. Some rebellious spirit has asked for Lever's novels,

and the soul of Dr. Ryerson revolts at the idea of supplying stories

of such ' rollicking, drunken heroes' as Harry Lorrequer, Charles

O'Malley and Jack Hinton, * * * * The absurdity

of this literary dictators up is too gross to escape ridicule, and the
sooner it is done away with the better."

And now what is this " literary dictatorship," thus denounced
by the Globe '! Why, it is that " The Council of Public Instruction

regards it as imperative that no work of a licentious, vicious or

immoral tendency, and .no works hostile to the Christian religion

should be admitted into the libraries."

5. CAl'TIONS AND WARNINGS OF AMERICAN
Educationists.

We have already cited the opinion of two prominent American
authorities in favour of the Depository system adopted in this

Province. In the Journal of Education for June, 1867, will be

regulations similar in effect to those in this Province, which have
been adopted in Michigan, Maryland, Nova Scotia, and Australia.

We will now quote the following extracts from the Report of the

It is worthy of note that the editors of tivo of the papers which attacked the

Depository are booksellers, while a third is closely allied to a prominent publisher.

The other* two could not, of course, take sides against those who are constantly sending

ad\ ertisenients to their paper, and books for review.



Superintendent of Public [ustruction for the State of Michigan on

this subject. He says (after speaking of some other difficulties in

carrying out their library system) :

—

" But a worse evil grew up m the systematic plans of peddler* to

palm »/'"" the libraries a mass of cheap, trashy, con! often pernicious

literature. One or two wealthy bookseller* kept their peddUng agents

traversing the State, and many are the bricks />;/ which they boasted

that they cajoled the [inspectors. A few libraries were well selected

and well kept ; but so valueless for the public good, and especially

for the education of the young, had the great majority become,

that all intelligent friends of education desired a change." See an

illustration of the existence of this pernicious system of peddling in

our Province, given in the Globe's Book Trade Review for 1862.*

These "wealthy" and other ''booksellers" here mentioned

were determined, however, not to permit their "trade" to be inter-

fered by State authority, and their next course of action in the

interests of " the trade" may be best gathered from the following-

notice, which the State Superintendent found it necessary to issue

to the Schools :
—

"Caution. —School Officers are especially cautioned against tra-

velling hook peddlers, who pretending to be agents of the State con-

tractors, or asserting that they will sell cheaper than the contract

prices, palm on to the libraries inferior and cheap editions <>f the

work selected, or of worthless hooks in their places, and in common
and frail bindings. Every book on this list is contracted for at con-

siderably less than the publisher's retail price for thesame wi common
binding, while the binding provided for by the contract is a much

move expensive; as well as durable binding-, than ordinary cloth or even

sheep binding.
" No book peddler can furnish these books in equally good edi-

tions, and in equal binding, for the prices given in this circular.

" It is hoped that this simple and easy method of supplying the

libraries with books will commend itself to the good sense of the

people, and will induce a more liberal support of these valuable

agencies of popular education. It would be difficult to devise a

more simple plan. It is like bringing a large book store home
to each district. A large list of good books—more than twice as

large as any book store in the State can show—has been carefully

selected, with the aid of some of the best men in the State.

" All orders for books and stationery, must be sent to the State

Superintendent through the Seci'etary of the Board of School Com-
missioners, the Secretary keeping an account of the same," etc.

C. S. Stebbins, Esq., in his Educational Needs of Michigan, pub-

lished in 1869, says :

—"The founders of our school system thought
libraries indispensable to furnish reading to the young. We do not

need them now so much to furnish reading as to secure the proper kind

of reading. This, our present law. would do but for one fatal defect

— a defect as fatal as would be the omission of the connecting rod
in b locomotive. * * * And what kind of books were they ?

Nome good ones, doubtless ; but generally it were better to sow oats

in the dust that covered them than to give them to the young to

read. Every year, soon after the taxes were collected, the State

swarmed with peddlers with all the unsaleable hooks of Eastern houses
—the sensational novels of all ayes, tales of piracies, murders, anil lore

intrigues—the yellow-covered literature of the world."

In the State of New York, the library system has, under the per-

nicious efforts of itinerant vendors, as just pointed out, greatly de-

clined. The New York Teacher thus give some of the reasons for

this decline :

—

" The trustees refuse to be troubled with the care of the library,

thus consigning it to an unfavourable location in the section, and
often hide it in some dark corner of the garret, or stow it into some
out-buildings where its only visitors are rats, mice and spiders.

They exercise a low and pernicious taste in the selection of books.
Dark and bloody tales of war and bloodshed, the silli/ catch-penny
publications of unprincipled publishers, and the dry, unmstructime
matter of some cheap old book, usurp the place of the instructive,

the elevating, the refining, the progressive issues of reputable pub-
lishing houses. They seem to regard it as a great evil that they
cannot divert this sacred fund from its appropriate channel. Al-
most daily applications are made to the State Superintendent for

permission to apply the library money to the payment of teachers'
wages, and that, too, when the section is destitute of many useful
items of apparatus ; sometimes even of a globe and blackboard.

"

(i. STEPS TAKEN BY THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
POB OnTAMO TO SUPPLY OUR SCHOOLS WITH CHEAP AX1> USEFUL

Books, Mats and Apparatus, &c.

It now remains for us to state what are the steps which have

been taken by the Ontario Department to supply the schools with

prize and library books, maps and apparatus. In 1850 and 1851,

the Chief Superintendent of Education went to England and the

United States, and made special and advantageous arrangement*

with publishers there to furnish the Department with such books,

etc., as might be required, at the lowest rates. These arrangements
have been revised from time to time. The last revision was made
in 1867, when the Deputy Superintendent was authorized to pro

ceed to England to confer with the leading publishers personally

on the subject, which he did, and made arrangements with about

fifty (47) publishers. From his Report to the Chief Superintendent

on the result of his mission, we make the following extracts. He
says :

" Upon enquiry, I found that none of our old publishers were

disposed to otter better terms than I had been enabled to make with

them some years ago. The new publishers, too, were as little disposed

as the old ones to offer more than the usual trade terms to exporters.

With several of the publishers I had some little difficulty, when I

first called, to induce them to modify their terms. They alleged that

they had already given us their best export terms for cash. After

sundry conferences and explanations, the}7 were at length induced,

with two or three exceptions, to agree to an additional discount for

cash of 2j, 5, "h, or 10 per cent, (as the case might be) over and
above their former rates of discount to the Department. Five per

cent, was the average additional discount which I was thus enabled

to secure for the Department, together with the advantage, in most
cases, as heretofore, of the odd books, viz. :—7 as 6j, 13 as 12, or

25 as 24. This additional discount will be quite sufficient to pay
the customs duty which has recently been imposed upon books com-
ing into tfie Province, and thus enable the Department to supply

the schools with a very greatly increased variety of books at tire old

rates, viz. :—on an average currency for sterling prices (i.e., 20

cents for the shilling sterling)."

These arrangements for the purchase of books, &c. , having been
explained to the Committee of the House of Assembly, appointed

to inquire into the matter, together with the terms on which the

books are supplied to the schools, the Committee reported to the

House upon the facts as follows :

—

" Your Committee have also made a thorough investigation of

the Depository department, and find that the existing arrangements

for purchasing stock are satisfactory, and weU fitted for securing thf

some on the most favourable term*. The mode of disposing of the books

is equally satisfaction.'''

- In the Globe Newspaper " Trade Review " for 1862, the writer states that " for years
the country has been flooded with the lowest and most trashy class of literature from
the American press. Books whose only merit was their bulk and binding, have been
hawked into even- nook of the Province by a migratory tribe of itinerant peddlers.

7. ROUTINE IN THE DEPARTMENT IN REGARD TO
the EdIsoational Depository.

From the Report of the Committee of the House of Assembly.

and from the Memorandum of the Deputy Superintendent laid

before the House of Assembly in 1860. with the Chief Superinten-

dent's Return on the subject, we select the following passages rela-

ting to the routine observed in the management of the Depository:

—

1. The Committee on the House of Assembly reports as follows :

'
' Your Committee find that the system adopted by the Depart-

ment is of so thorough and complete a character, that no funds can

by any possibility be received without being checked by proper

officers, whose several duties require them to make entries in vari-

ous books, through which every item can readily be traced.

" They find that all moneys received by the Department are

regularly deposited to the credit of the Government, with the excep-

tions of moneys intended to be disbursed in the purchase of articles

outside of the institution [Trustees' School Seals merely], and that

all expenditures are made by cheque, properly countersigned by

the different heads of the department to which they respectively

belong.
" They find that a perfect system of registration of every com-

munication received by the Department is maintained, by means of

which the several officers, to whose department the communication

has refei-ence, are immediately apprized of the contents, and an-

swers are promptly returned to the same.
" Your Committee find that the amount yearly received by the

Department from the Municipalities for books, maps, &c, is very

considerable, amounting in 1868 to $20,004.30, which sum is paid

directly into the Public Treasury, and should be regarded as an

offset against the amount granted the Department."

2. The memorandum of the Deputy Superintendent 3tates that

i all orders for England or the United States for Books and requisites,

are prepared by him for approval by the Chief Superintendent.

\
Requisitions for articles to be manufactured in the city are super-

vised by him for approval by the Chief, before having them sub-



mitted to tender by the Clerk of Libraries. [Requisitions to the
Stationery Office, and all orders for printing to the Queen's Printer
from the Department and Normal School, are made in the same
manner.]

All contracts, agreements, bills, and invoices are examined, and
payment recommended by the Deputy. Bills for articles despatch-
ed are compared with the sales paper, and approved by him before
being sent off by post.

The selling prices of all library and prize books, and all other
school requisites received from England or elsewhere, are, under
the general scale approved by the Chief Superintendent, determin-
ed by the Deputy for the Clerk of Libraries, before their being-

marked and put away in their places.

The selection of books for local school libraries and prizes, after

revisal by the Clerk of Libraries, is examined and approved by the
Deputy Superintendent before despatch. The object of this addi-
tional supervision is to see that the style, character, and number of

the books selected, are in accordance with the order and wishes of

the Municipal Council, or High, Public, or Separate School Trus-
tees sending the remittance. This care is the more necessary in

cases—now becoming more numerous every year—when parties

leave the selection of library and prize books entirely to the Depart-
ment. .

In such cases, regard is had to the condition of the school,

the number and agesof the scholars, the character of the neighbour-
hood, whether old or new settlement, ;.nd the attainments of the

pupils, the nature of the population, whether Protestant or Roman
Catholic, or mixed nationality—whether Irish, Scotch, or German,
&c. , or any other peculiarity suggested by the parties sending the

order, or incident to the case.

Note.—Great care is taken to prevent the occurrence of mistakes

in the Depository, and hitherto with very gratifying success. As a

matter of routine, each clerk having anything to do with an order
affixes his initials to it, indicating that part of it for \jhich he is

responsible. Thus in case of complaint, which rarely occurs, any
neglect or omission is readily traced. In a year's transactions, in-

volving the sending out of from $35,000 to $40,000 worth of material

to the schools, not more than from six to eight such cases occur.

When they do, the case is fully enquired into, and every explana-
tion given. In most instances, it has been found that the fault or

oversight has been with the parties themselves.

8. OPINIONS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES AND OTHERS AS TO
the Books and Requisites sent out.

As to the satisfaction felt by the School Trustees and others, to

whom these requisites were sent, we make the following extracts
from letters received at the Department, viz. :

—

Lindsay.— " Please accept my best thanks for the choice selection

you have made me for our Library. Also, for the beautiful town-
ship prize. Everyone is delighted with- it. We have enquired at

some book stores as to the price of our library books, and find your
terms such as you state them to be. The best thing Dr. Ryerson
can do, is to publish his prices with those of the booksellers. It

will be the best possible advertisement. What I have seen stated
somewhere, is perfectly true as to the advantage to booksellers
derived from your establishment. The more librai'ies established
through the country, the greater the taste for reading, and the
larger the trade to gratify that taste. ' L'appetit oient en mcmgeant,'
is as true of reading as of eating.

"

Hullett.—" The books you sent us last year gave satisfaction.

"

Euphemia.—" Your selection of prize books, last December, was
very suitable."

Emily.—" The prizes sent gave the greatest satisfaction, and we
hope to send for similar favom-s once or twice a year.

"

Raleiyh.— " We got a No. 1 package of prize books last year,
which was very satisfactory."

Osborne Township.— " The books ($40 worth) which we received
last year from the Department, for a township competitive exami-
nation, gave entire satisfaction, and the Council begs you will make
the selection for this year also of $80 worth.

"

Blanford.—''"You made a selection for us last year, and the
selection suited us very well. Will you have the kindness to make
one again ?"

Pakenharn Township.— "Permit me to thank you for your cour-
tesy in sending the prizes at the time you did for the township
competitive examination. The 61 volumes were excellent books."

Kincardine.—" Your selection last year suited admirably well."
Kincardine Township.— " I might state that the effect produced

by these fine [merit] cards is charming. I consider them far super-
ior to prize books."
Dawn.—"The prize books for this school section were duly re-

ceived, and gave excellent satisfaction."

Do-rchester South.— " We ordered prize books last year, leaving
you to make the selection, and as you pleased us so well, we leave it

with you this time also, believing you will send us a good selection.

"

Minto.—" The books you sent last year pleased very well. You
are better qualified to make the selection than we are, and by doing
so will much oblige."

Marmora.— '• We got a lot of prize books last year, and the year
before, which gave good satisfaction."

Renfrew Union School.—"You have favoured us by making an
excellent selection of such books for some years already, and I trust
that I may rely on your kind promise of continuing to do so.

"

Brighton and Murray Union Section.—" We have received, and
are pleased with the books for prizes.

"

Woodhovse.—" I find the merit cards you sent a useful incentive
to study."
Camden East.— " Having just received a lot of prize books for our

day school, with which we were well pleased, we think we cannot do
better than to send to the Department for a Sabbath School
Library.

Olinion.-*—" We were very much pleased with your selection."

Hastings, Co., N. R.—" I have great pleasure in stating that the
prize books selected by the Department gave general satisfaction."

Biockville.— " We prefer your selection to our own."
Hnllet.— " In previous years we have had every reason to be

pleased with the assortment sent from your Department, and
merely forward you the above information for your guidance in
selection.

"

Moore.—" The selection of books by the Department last year
was excellent, and we intend to leave the choice to you again."
Flamboro' West.— " I find that the merit cards are a great assist-

ance to the teacher."
Nelson.—" The selection of prize books made by the Department

last year gave great satisfaction, we, therefore, leave the selection
on this occasion with it also.

"

Admaston.—"Trustees and teachers are beginning to see the
benefits resulting from the merit and prize system, and to adopt it

in their schools.

"

Normanby.—" I should likewise take this opportunity of remark-
ing that the Department, in the different selections which it has
made for the Trustees requiring prizes, with whom I have been
employed, has always given the greatest satisfaction.

"

Keppel. —"At the annual meeting of our school section, held
last Wednesday, we passed a resolution appropriating a portion of
the school fund to the purchase of some books for a section library
from the Educational Department. It was well expressed by one
man at the meeting— ' when we learn our youths to read, if we do
not give good books into their hands, they willfind bad ones.'

"

St. Thomas Union School.—"And ha\-e great pleasure in stating
the selection by the Department of prize books is very satisfactory."

Farmersvilte Grammar School.— " During the year, $30 worth of

new prizes were distributed with pleasing results as far as can be
judged. I deem it no inconsiderable thing to have the pleasure of

distributing such an amount of sterling English reading among the
youth of tiie country. The effects cannot be estimated but are in
the handy of Providence. With every prospect of increased success
during the year, and every wish to advance the prosperity of the
educational system of the Province of Ontario, 1 am, &c.

Huntingdon.— " I once sent to you for some [books] for our
school section, and they gave good satisfaction."

Sangcen.—" We were much pleased with the selection of books
we received from your Department last June.

"

Chippawa.—" The books gave every satisfaction.'

Dereham.— "Your selection last year gave satisfaction, so you
can also make it this year.

"

Westminster.—"We received some certificate cards along with
the books for which we sent last summer, and the children were so

much pleased with them that I promised a certificate of ' regular

attendance ' to any one who should not miss one day until Christ-

mas."
Westminster.— " We sent for and obtained prize books last year,

and were .so much pleased with the selection made by the Depart-
ment. '

Gower North.—"Last year we sent $5 to the Educational Depart-
ment and received a package of prize books, with which we were
well pleased."

Gower North.—"The prize books, &c., (package No, 1), whicn
you sent us acted like a charm on our little ones.

"

Moore.—" I got last year, from the Department of Education,
prize books to the.value of $50 the selection being most excellent.

"

Dumfries North.—"The last prize books we had here were a

selection made by you, with which we were highly pleased, and we
thought we would let you select for us again."

Dumfries South.— " Your own selection is preferred to ours."



Hailowell.—" We received the prizes from you, and can say in

return, that they gave general satisfaction. They created an interest

in the section, both among .scholars and parents, which has not

seen aroused before."

Binbrooke.—" We have received the packages of books all right,

and the Trustees were much pleased with your excellent selection.

They have given good satisfaction."

Goderich.— " The selection generally, I may say always, made by
the Department, has given me the greatest satisfaction."

Augusta.— " I am pleased to say that our most sanguine hopes
were more than realized in the truly excellent selection."

J'urt Rowan.—"These prizes are to be selected at your dis"

•cretion, and, I may add, that your last selection gave unusual sat-

isfaction."

London.—" We were well suited last year with your selection,

and will again leave it to you."

Ancaster and West Flamhoro'.—"The Trustees express their

entire satisfaction with the parcel sent. More appropriate books,

A;c. , could not have been selected, and we hope you will accept our
hearty thanks for your kindness in remitting so promptly."

Townsend.— " Permit us to express the most unbounded satisfac-

tion in the management of the Depository. We believe it to be '

honestly and ably conducted, and with a full appreciation of the

object to be attained."

Townsend.—" The prizes sent were all that could be desired."

Charlottenburgh,—"The books you generally send are very suit-

able, and have a marked effect on the pupils of the school."

Dorchester North.— " Leaving you to make the selection, as we
have been well satisfied with the selections you have made for us
before.

"

Maryboro'.— " I return you my sincere thanks for your punc-
tual dispatch and admirable selection of prize books. If I had
been present myself I think I could not have suited the section bet-

ter."

Usborne.—"As we have got prizes from the Department, both
for the section and the township, to our great satisfaction."

Walpole.—" As your selection of the books suits us better than
our own, we, therefore, request that you will again make a selection

for us."

Harwich.—" We leave the selection of the books with you. This
was the method adopted last year, and we were well satisfied with
the selection."

Walpole.—"The Trustees having supplied their school with
prize books from the Educational Department for a number of

years, and being highly pleased with the books have determined to

send thirty dollars in a few days for another supply."

Tuckersmith.—"Your package of books was received and gave
I

every satisfaction."

Opg.
—" Your former selections have pleased us, so if you cannot

make the selection correspond with these prizes, make it correspond

to them as nearly as you can, and we will be satisfied."

Gosfield.
—"On behalf of the Teacher and Trustees of this school sec-

tion,webegto compliment you on the prizes you have selected for us "

DarlinijtoH:— "The books distributed gave entire satisfaction,

and were the best lot of books I ever saw for the money."

Portland.—" Last June 1 sent $5 to the Department for prizes,

and I was well pleased with the selection ... 1 think that I

can do much better at the Educational Department than elsewhere.

"

Elizabethtown,—" Permit us to say that the selection of prize

books, by the Department, for this school last midsummer was so

satisfactory that we find it greatly to our advantage to submit the

selection to the Department again.

"

Mersea.—"The prize books you sent us last year gave good
satisfaction. We would like you to select the p.izes this year."

Township Dummer.— " We hope that you will select such books
as you deem most suitable as we are satisfied that you are more
capable of making a selection than we are."

Williamstown.—"In making the selection of books (which as

formerly is left in a great measure to your superior judgment) you
will be good enough to select for us."

Township Wellesley.—" The books we got from the Department
last year gave complete satisfaction."

Township Beverley.—" As the selections made by the Department,
have on other occasions been satisfactory we will leave this one also

to your discretion."

Township Monaghan, S.—"We have full confidence that you
will make a good selection, suitable to our school."

Township Tonge and K 11.
— " We received last year a selection of

school prizes from the Department which gave general satisfaction."

Township Grimsby.—" Send us a package of your selection as the
prizes we had last year gave every satisfaction, being better than
we could have selected for ourselves."

Township Elizabethtown.—" Leaving it to your judgment to
select as we did last year, trusting you will give as good satisfaction

as before.

"

Township Esqnesing.—We were greatly pleased with the maps
you have sent us and also with the liquid slating."

Township Artemesia.— 11 The prize books sent in March, and se

lected by you gave extreme satisfaction."

Township Thorold.—" Those (prizes) we got from the Department
last Fall, gave excellent satisfaction.

"

Township Norwich, S.—" The Trustees and myself are much
pleased with your selection of prize-books. This is the sixth time we
have sent for prizes since I have been a teacher here. We have
been well suited every time, for which please accept our thanks."

Township Culross.—"The prize-books sent us were excellent and
have given the best satisfaction."

Township McKillop.—" The public, as well as ourselves, seem to
be well pleased with the books sent, as regards binding, prices, etc.,

and we shall be happy to add to our library yearly (as we intend)
from your Department."

Township Humberstone.—" We are happy to say that the selec-

tion that was made at the Department is preferred before all others."

Hamilton.— " Hitherto our Prizes have given the greatest satis-

faction."

Township Hanvich.—" We were much pleased with your selec-

tion last year, and wish you to again select for us.

"

Township Miuto.—"We have got our prize-books from the
Depository for several years and have been highly pleased with the
elections you have sent, and as for value I am certain that if we
had to buy the books at a book-store we could not get one-third as
much for the money."

Township Humberstone.— "Having previously received prize
books from the Department, and tested their value, we consider it

to be the most effective method of securing punctuality, good con-
duct and diligence."

Township Westmi)Lste>:—" Our last selection we left with yo11

and as you pleased us so well we leave it with you to give us as

suitable a selection.

"

Township Usborne.—" The prize books came safe to hand and, as
usual, gave high satisfaction."

9. BOOK IMPORTS INTO ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

The following Statistical Table has been compiled from the Trade
and Navigation Return* for the years specified, showing the gross
value of books (not maps or school apparatus) imported into Ontario
and Quebec :

—

YEAR.

Value

of

Books

en-

tered

at

ports

in

the

Province

of

Quebec.

Value

of

Books

en-

tered

at

ports

in

the

Province

of

Ontario.

Tot.

value

of

books

imported

into

the

two

Provinces.

Proportion

import-

eel

for

the

Educa-

tion

Department

of

Ontario.

1850 $101880
120700
141176
158700
171452
19435G
208630
224 40U
171255
139057
15560

1

'18501 2

184652
93308

1S9380
222559
2s:;s:;7

224582
278914
220371

$141700
171732
159268
254280
31)7808

I
338792
427992
309172
191942
184304
252504
341021
249234
27007.",

127233
200304
247749
273015
254048
373758
351171

8243580
292432
300444
412980
479200
533148
636628
533572
363197
323361
408 I os

530233
433221

461325
220511
380090
470308
5"7452
478640
052672
571542

SSI

1851 3290
1852 1288
1853... 22704

1854 44060
1855 2501'

1

1856 10208
1857 16028
1858 10092

1859 5308
1860 8846
1861.. 7782
1862 7800
1863 ... 4085

i of 1804
1864-5
1865-6
1866-7

401 !8

9522
14749
20743

1867-8
1868-9
1869-1870 ...

12374
11874
13019



10. VALUE OF ARTICLES SENT OUT FROM THE EDUCA-
TION Depositor? during the Years 1851 to 1871, inolusite.

Articles on which the 100 per cent.

• -4J +^ 1)

<S 3 (2 >

)f

Li- and
Maps

s

des-

has been apportioned from the

Legislative Grant.

sold

a

rices

w
pportio

le

Legi

Year.
Maps, Appara- .-7? << 3!

Public School Li-

brary Books.
tus anp Prize
Books. Articl logue

any
from

Gran
Total brarj Scho

and

patcl

Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars.

1851 1414
2981
4233
5514
4389

1414
2981
4233

56890
18991

1852
|

1853..

1854 51376
99471855 ... 4655

1856... 7205 9320 5726 22251

1857... 16200 18118 6452 40770

1858... 3982 11810 6972 22761

1859... 5805 11905 6679 24389
27537
252291861... 4084 16251 4894

1862... 3273 16194 4844 24311

1863... 4022 15887 3461 23370

1864... 1931 17260 4454 23645

1865.. 2400 20224 3818 26442

1866.. 4375 27114 4172 35661

1867.. 3404 28270 7419 39093

1868... 4420 i 25923 4793 35136

186P... 4655 24475 5678 34808

1870... 3396 28810 6175 38381

1871... 3300 29882 8191 41373

11. FOUR KINDS OF LIBRARIES MAY BE ESTABLISHED
UNDER THE DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIONS.

" The Public School Libraries are becoming the crown and glory of

the institutions of the Province."—Lord Elgin.

" Had J the power, I would scatter Libraries over the whole land,

as the sower sotvs his seed.—Horace Mann.

Powers of County, City, Town, Village & Township Councils,

and of School Trustees in establishing Libraries.

Under the regulations of the Deyartment, each County Council

can establish four classes of Libraries ir their Municipality, as

follows:—City, Town, Village and Township Councils can establish

the three first classes, and School Trustees either of the first and
third classes.

1. An ordinary Public School Library can be established by the

Trustee in each School-house, for the use of the children, and of

the ratepayers of the section.

2. A General Public Lending Library, available to all the rate-

payers of the Municipality, can be established by the Township or

County Council ; also,

3. A Professional Library of Books on Teaching, School Organiza-

tion, Language, and kindred subjects, available to Teachers alone;

and
4. A Library in any Public Institution, under the control of the

Municipality, for the use of the inmates, oi of the County Gaol, for

the use of the prisoners.

CONDITIONS OF AIDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS, HIGH
SCHOOLS, AND COLLEGIATE INSTITUTES.

To procure Maps, Charto, App\ratus, Tablet and Object

Lessons, Library and Prize Books, Murit Cards, and Scien-

tific Articles.
As Trustees are often desirous of selecting at their pleasure (and

in such proportions as they may desire, without making separate

applications for each class), Maps, Charts, Apparatus, Tablet and
Object Lessions, Library and Prize Books, Merit Cards, and Scien-

tific Articles, the Regulations heretofore in force on the subject

have been modified as follows:

—

1. $10 worth of Maps, Charts, Table aid Object Lessons and
Apparatus will be sent to Trustees of Schools or Municipal Councils,

on receiving from $5, together with the usual form of application

duly filled up.

2. $10 woith of Prize Books, Merit Cards, and small Scientific

Articles will be sent on receipt of $5 on the same conditions.

3. $10 worth of Library Books will be sent on receipt of $5 on

the same conditions.

4. $20 worth of </-) Maps, Charts, Tablet Lessons, Apparatus,
"*) Prize Books, Merit Cards, and small Scientific Articles, will be
sent in any yroyortion selected by the parties concerned, on receipt

of $10, with the form of application duly filled up.

5. $20 worth of d> Library Books, (?) Maps, Charts, Tablet ami
Object Lessons, will be sent in such proportions as may be selected

by the parties concerned, on receiyt of $10, with the form of appli-

cation duly filled up.

6. $30 worth of 0) Prize and (*) Library Books will be sent in such
proportions as may be selected by ihe parties cencerned, on receipt

of $10, with the form of application duly tilled up.

7. $30 worth of (0 Library and (2) Prize Books, Merit Cards,

small Scientific Articles, (3 ) Maps, Charts, Tablet and Object Lessons,

and Apparatus, will be s^nt in any proportion which may be selected

by the parties concerned, on receipt of $15, with the form of appli-

cation duly filled up.

8. As the Trustees' application is a voucher for the payment by
the Department of a certain sum of public money for school pur-

poses, and is in the form of an agreement or contract, entered into

by the School Trustees with the Department, under the seal of the

corporation, it is obvious that no person whatever, except the

Trustees themselves, can lawfully sign it, unless authorised to do
so under a formal power of attorney.

$gr If Library or Prize Books are required, please select more
than may be required, in place of those which may be out of stock,

or which we cannot procure.

Should the Trustees have no Corporate Seal, one can be procured
and sent with the articles ordered, on receipt of $2.25.

Notk.—Great earc is taken to prevent the occurrence of mistakes in the Depository,
and hitherto with great gratifying success. As a matter of routine, each clerk having
anything to do with an order affixes his initials to it, indicating that part of it fur

which he is responsible. Thus, in case of oomplaint, which rarely occurs, any neglect
or omission is readily traced. In a year's transactions, involving the sending out of

from $35,000 to S40.000 worth of material to the schools, not more than from six to
eight such cases should occur. When they do, the case is fully enquired into, and
every explanation given. In most instances it lias been found that the fault or over-
sight has been with the parties themselves.

AUTHORIZED TEXT BOOKS.
The lists of the Authorized Text Books for High and Public

Schools, so far as completed by the Council of Public Instruction,

is published in the Journal of Education for October, and on a

separate sheet. Inspectors, Trustees, and Teachers will please see

that these books are used in the schools.

THE NEW PROGRAMME AND LIMIT TABLE
i

Were published in this Journal for July, 1871, and mailed to each
Trustee CorporatiouSand Inspector. Extra copies will be sent for

12| cents, free of yostage. The two can also, if preferred, be
furnished on large sheets for hanging up in the scho J-room at the
same price (see below). The programme has also, for greater con-
venience, beeli printed on the last page of the cover of tne Register.

PRINTED SHEET F0R SCHOOLS.
1. The New Programme

i

2. The New Limit Table
]

3. A Blank Time Table [ Large
4. Duties of Pupils i Sheets.

5. The Ten Commandments
6. Library Regulations

7 . List of authorized Text Books )

8. Merit Cards and their uses ( Small
y. Hints on constructing Time Tables . I Sheets.

10. Department notices
J

u ^z

V
3

<P o
05 ia
m

GO

h
Z

it

e c:

/

<o P.

~

TABLET READING SHEET LESSONS.
Being the Firat Book of Lessons in Tablet form, in thirty-

three sheets, 75 cents (By post, postage paid) Price $1 00
Mounted on 17 sheets of thin cardboard " 1 75
Mounted on 17 sheets of stiff cardboard, varnished " 2 75
Mounted on 33 sheets of stiff cardboard, varnishel. ... " 3 50
Mounted on 33 sheets superior cardboard, varnished . . " 4 50
The 100 per cent is allowed on those and the Geography sheets.

SHEET LESSONS ON GENERAL GEOGRAPHY,
In 13 sheets, 50 cents; or by post, postage paid, 57 cents: mounted
on cardboard and varnished, per set, $2 25.

EXAMINATIONS PAPARS IN SETS.
The entire set of Examination Papers for First, Second, and

Third Class Teachers, neatly stitched, can be sent free of postaoe
on receipt of sixty cents. Those used in the Normal School during
the last and previous Sessions, or those used at the County Exami-
nation for Second and Third Class Teachers, can also be sent,

neatly bound, free of postage, on receipt of fifty cents.










