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What Docs the Government Mean ?

FREE TRADE OR MODERATE PROTECTION.

A Question Which Every Manufacturer and Employee
Must Consider.

It has been frequently stated during the past few weeks by-

members of the Government, their candidates and their news-

papers that the present Reciprocity agreement does not affect manu-

facturers, and further that it is not the intention of the Govern-

ment to lower the tariff on manufactured goods. After landing

the agreement as one calculated to bring higher prices to the

farmers, Liberal advocates of the pact now proclaim that it will

mean cheaper food for the consumer. Thus they seem to have

accomplished the difficult feat of facing both ways at the same

time. For the guidance of those manufacturers and their employees

who, from friendly feelings to the Liberal party, are inclined to

be lulled into a security which has no foundation, in fact, by Sir

Wilfrid's recent reassuring statements, attention is directed to the

following excerpts from speeches delivered by him during the past

year.

ATTITUDE TO MANUFACTURERS.
In the discussion of the pact immediately following its presen-

tation to the country, the Government sought to hold the support

of the manufacturers and their employees by threats. They were

to be bullied into supporting it by the fear of greater reductions

in the tariff, by the increase of the British preference and other

means. But the revolt against the agreement was so far reaching,

particularly in towns and cities, that these methods had to be

abandoned. Then began the policy of guile. If the industrial

classes could not be awed into submission perhaps they could be

cozened by promises and kind words and a lavish distribution of

Government business.

And so beginning in March last a decided change of front be-

came noticeable in the attitude of the Government followers when
addressing meetings in urban centres where manufacturing opera-

tions are extensive. Of course, these addresses differ materially

from those given in agricultural districts. In their alarm at the

opposition to the agreement that has manifested itself all over the

country we find Sir Wilfrid Laurier going out of his way at Sher-

brooke, Que., the other day to reassure the industrial classes.



Various henchmen of his at Berlin, at Woodstock, at Guelph and
other places have done likewise. That this eleventh hour conver-

sion to the principle of moderate protection is sincere is more than

doubtful. It savors more of a vote catching device, a scheme by

which a few political chestnuts may be pulled out of the fire than

of honest conviction. This becomes evident when we contrast Sir

Wilfrid's recent speeches with those delivered in the West last

summer

:

THE SONG OF THE FARMER.

Listen now to Sir Wilfrid Laurier when facing farmers. Ad-

dressing the farmers of Saskatchewan in August, 1910, he said:

''Protection is a great wrong, and makes millions dishonest one

with another. It makes the individual selfish and dishonest, and

inculcates the vicious principle of expecting value where none is

given."

Again, at Winnipeg on August 12th, 1910, Sir Wilfrid Laurier

said :

'

' You are all Free Traders. At least, if there are any Protec-

tionists among the farmers of the West they have not dared to

show their colors. I also am a Free Trader of the English school.

Fox, Gladstone, Cobden and Bright are my models."

These utterances were simply a recurrence to his Winnipeg

speech of 1894, when he said: "We stand for freedom. I denounce

the policy of protection and bondage, yea, bondage. I refer to

bondage in the same manner as American slavery was bondage.

Not in the same degree, perhaps, but in the same manner. In the

same manner the people of Canada, the inhabitants of Winnipeg

especially, are toiling for a master who takes away, not every cent

of profit, but a very large percentage, a very large portion of your

earnings for which you sweat and toil."

It is quite evident that Sir Wilfrid talks Free Trade where it

will pay, and he promises protection when he expects it to prove

profitable. It simply is a question of whether the free trade or

the protectionist elements can offer him most.

NO CONVICTION IN SIR WILFRID'S MIND.

Protectionist Liberals must surely see from the foregoing that

protection is not a matter of conviction or principle with Sir

Wilfrid and his party to-day. Of late the free trade element has

been exercising greater control over him. If reciprocity prevails,

he will be under their control, beholden to them for his victory,

and consequently ready to do their behests. There is no mistaking

the intentions of these people. Listen to The Grain Growers'

Guide of July 26th last: "It (i.e. the ratification of reciprocity)



will also be the first serious blow in half a century to the iniquitous

protectionist principle. The Canadian farmers will have better

prices for a large portion of their products, and in addition, will

be placed in a position where they can demand the removal of pro-

tection from the manufacturing industry. "When the reciprocity

agreement has been in effect for twelve months the farmers of

Canada will all be convinced (as most of them are now) that reci-

procity is a delusion. They can say to the Government quite con-

sistently: 'We can prosper without protection, and so can the

manufacturers. Down with the protective tariff.' Reciprocity is

but the first step towards wiping out the trade barriers between

Canada, the Mother Country and the United States, which are of

benefit chiefly to those industries that prey upon the common

people. It also marks the first victory of the organized farmers in

their fight for a square deal. Inspired by this conquest, the organ-

ized farmers can go ahead, encouraged by the knowledge that they

are a real power in Canadian affairs, and that, with the continua-

tion of their educational propaganda, they can compel Parliament

to remove all concessions to special privilege. The fight for justice

has only begun, and will not end till Canadian industries stand

upon their own feet and not upon the toes of the Canadian people.
'

'

THE FIRST BREACH IN THE WALL.
Remember that The Grain Growers' Guide is the official organ

of the Grain Growers' Association of the Prairie Province, which

has branches in every town and hamlet in the West. This official

organ has a circulation of 35,000, is published weekly, and is filled

every issue with the most virulent and unwarranted attacks on

protection and the manufacturers. To the Grain Growers' Guide

every manufacturer is a robber-assassin, and protection the

bludgeon with which he kills his victim, the farmer. The Grain

Growers make their understanding of reciprocity quite clear. It

is the first breach in the wall through which they will press with

renewed vigor for immediate lower tariff and ultimate free trade.

Last year 1,000 grain growers, on their first raid on Ottawa,

stampeded Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his party into reciprocity. This

is admitted by Liberal politicians, and boasted of by the Grain

Growers' officers.

As a sane, honest business man, believing in moderate protec-

tion, as one who has hitherto, if you will, supported the Liberal

party, do you think Sir Wilfrid's policy in the future will be in

accord with the views he expressed to the Grain Growers in the

above speeches, or with those expressed to the industrial classes

more recently?



WHAT WILL COME OF A SECOND DEPUTATION?

Do you think that the visit of 2,000 grain growers to Ottawa

this December, which is already projected, will be barren of further

tariff reduction if Sir Wilfrid and Mr. Fielding control our fiscal

policy then? Whose industry will suffer next? Will it be mine?

These are the questions every manufacturer must ask himself if

the Liberal party, which is trying to face both ways on this ques-

tion, is returned. No one fears sweeping reductions. Happily the

revenue necessities of the Dominion prohibit such action. But

reductions here and there, as in the past few years, bring ruin in

their wake, not only to the manufacturer but to all those dependent

on industrial enterprises.

A WEAK-KNEED SUPPORT.

As a conscientious, moderate protectionist, as one who believes

that our present fiscal policy is fair to all classes, and that it is

building up the Dominion on sound lines (and what else can one be-

lieve), are you going to support tariff tinkering or tariff stability?

Will you vote for Sir Wilfrid and a party that is weak-kneed in

support of protection, or will you vote for Mr. Borden and his

party, who have courageously committed themselves, in the face

of many obstacles, to moderate protection? There is only one

answer for every one who calls himself a protectionist. Lloyd

Harris, Hon. Clifford Sifton, W. M. German, Robt. McLaughlin of

Oshawa, W. K. George, R. S. Gourlay, John R. Barber of George-

town, and a host of others are not afraid. Are you?

TO THE ARTISAN.

Just word to the artisan: Your interest is inextricably bound

up with that of the manufacturer. Moderate protection during the

last ten years, by forcing a host of American industrial establish-

ments to operate branch factories in Canada, has given you a

greater choice of work and higher wages. The mere mention of

reciprocity has arrested the movement of American factories to

Canada. It will cease altogether if the agreement comes into

effect, because the American industrial interests will force reci-

procity in manufactured products within ten years.

Over in the United States to-day thousands of skilled workmen

are out of jobs. Do you want them to come into Canada and share

your prosperity? Reciprocity in natural products with the United

States means reciprocity in hard times. Reciprocity for you will

prove just as injurious to you as it will to the manufacturers. Vote

against it.

( Reprint from "The World" Toronto.)


