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The Hon. Oliver Mowat, Premier

of Ontario, addressed a meeting
North Oxford in the Town Hall, Woodstock,
011
Thursday night, 12th December, 1878.
Mr. T. H. Parker,
Mayor of Woodstock, presided, and in addition to Mr. Mowat, Messrs
Thos. Oliver, M.P. for North Oxford, John Douglas, President of the
Reform Association, Pev. W. T. McMullen, and Rev. W. R. Parker,
occupied seats on the platform.
he Chairman, in introducing the speaker of the evening, remarked
that though some people had little faith in
the speeches of politicians,
he was sure all present would agree with him when
he said that they
of Ins constituents of

'J

were fortunate

m

having as their representative a thoroughly honest
(Cheers.)
After they had heard the plain unvarnished tale that he would deliver as to the work himself and his
col leagues had done, they would,
he was satisfied, agree with him
that Mr. Mowat was the right man in the
right place.
(Loud cheers.)
Hon. Mr. Mowat, on coming forward, was received with warm and
hearty cheers.
After briefly thanking his constituents for the kindly
greeting which they had given him, he said
:— It is recognized as a
fitting thing that a representative of
the people should, from time to
time, appear before his constituents to give
to them an account of what
he had been doing as their representative, and it is fitting
also that he
would appear amongst them on other occasions. I have endeavoured

and upright man.
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to discharge this duty, and regret exceedingly that
able to visit you more frequently.

Dominion and Local

I

have not been

Politics.

During the last general election contest Ihad the pleasure of addressing several meetings in North Oxford, though I attended but one
meeting elsewhere. The matters under discussion did not relate to
Provincial affairs but I was doubtless quite within my line of duty
when, at the request of my constituents, I appeared at those meetings.
Opposition newspapers and orators pretend that I was wrong in
doing so. They say in effect that I came too often to North Oxford ;
and my visits during the Dominion elections are urged as forming one of
the strongest reasons why the confidence of the people of Ontario should
be withdrawn from me. It happened that my views upon the socalled National Policy coincided with the views of my constituents.
Hear, hear, and cheers.) The question, whichever side was right
v
with regard to it, was, in the view of all men, a question on which
the future of this country greatly depended. By universal admission
the prosperity of Canada would be seriously affected one way or the
other, whatever conclusion the people should arrive at in regard to it.
In such a case I hold that it was most proper for me, as a citizen of
Ontario, as one interested in its well-being, to appear before my constituents, or any others, for the purpose of expressing my views on
(Hear, hear.) It is quite true that the
this great public question.
Local Government ought to be independent of the Dominion Government but though the two Governments may be wholly unconnected,
yet there is no reason why the members of either should not take a
lively interest in important concerns with which they have not
(Hear, hear.) In becoming a representative of the
officially to do.
people in the Provincial Assembly, and in taking the position of
Premier of the Local Government, I did not forego the legal and constitutional right which a private individual possesses to take part as
The people of
opportunity offers in all matters of public interest.
Canada have declared that in this country there shall be no connec;

<

;

Does this debar an officer of the
tion between Church and State.
public
in
part
the affairs of his Church 1 Does
State from taking
position in the State forbid my attending Church meetings, to discuss
there questions in which I may feel an interest ? There is no reason
why I should abstain from taking part in matters relating to the
general welfare of the Dominion and nobody really thinks there is any
incongruity about the matter ; the objection is set up only because
those who make it feel that there is no solid reason why the people of
Ontario should withdraw from my colleagues and myself that confidence which they have extended to us in the past.

my

;

Our Constitutional System.
It is now more than eleven years since our present constitutional
system was established. That event wa3 ono of great importance to
our country, and a great triumph to those whose persevering efforts
had brought it about. Before that time other great battles had been
fought, and other great victories had been won, in the interest of the
people of Canada. The obtaining of responsible government, the

.

secularization of the clergy reserve- .i ho establishment of municipal
institutions (in spite of the charge made against them that they would
be mere u sucking republics "), were the results of severe and long
But not less difiistruggles, and all were victories of great value.
the
establishment
these
was
of the system
than
important
less
cult or
rule
local
affairs
in
the
of Ontario
French
Tory
end
to
an
put
which
our
local
affairs
the
management
of
in our own
placed
(cheers,*
representation
in
Province
proportion
the
gave
to
to our
hands, and
took
things
concern.
It
of
common
a
long
all
in
time
population
to
accomplish these victories ; but now all men, when they look back,
wonder how measures so advantageous to the community, and so
Our new system
necessary, could have been opposed by anybody.
lias on the whole worked with a success surpassing the expectations of its friends.
The subjects agitated at the late Dominion elections are subjects
which do not belong to Provincial jurisdiction ; and in the
approaching local elections you will have nothing to do with
these subjects. The questions which stirred the country then are not
involved, directly or indirectly, in the general election which is now
drawing near. The Local Legislature has nothing to do with the
can not raise it or diminish it ; nor can we alter anytariff.
have nothing to do with Customs
thing contained, in it.
duties or Excise duties nothing to do with the duties imposed on
afiy articles which we consume, whether made in the country or out
have no power to pass a prohibitory liquor law.
of it.
The Dunkin Act is a matter entirely beyond the jurisdiction of the
have no right to repeal it ; we have no
Provincial Legislature.
to
its
provisions ; we cannot even create by
right to add anything
for
the purpose of giving legal effect tc
law additional machinery
its provisions in those localities where the people favour such a law.
All these important matters, which occupied attention during the
late elections, and on other occasions, we shall have nothing to do
with when we come to consider the issues involved in our Provincial elections.
But the Provincial Legislature has very large powers. When you call
to mind the various branches of jurisdiction which it possesses, you wiil
perceive that they include those subjects with which the great bulk
of legislation in Canada before Confederation had to do, and with
which the great bulk of legislation in free countries generally has to
do.
have exclusive jurisdiction to regulate our own local constitution, except so far as affects the office of the Lieutenant-Governor. It
is for the Provincial Legislature
your representatives there to say
of how many Houses the Legislature shall be constituted, whether as
now of one House, the Legislative Assembly, or whether of two
Houses, as is the case in most of the other Provinces. It is for the
Provincial Legislature to say into how many constituencies the country shall be divided for Provincial representation
what the qualifications of the members shall be what the qualifications of the electors
shall be
and how the controverted elections are to be tried. All
matters of this kind affecting the Provincial Legislature, the Provincial
Legislature has exclusive jurisdiction to deal with.
have
pxckisive j;n\; ..;yaon over the subject of the administration of justice.

—

^

We

—

We

We

We

We

—

—

;

;

;

We
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the niosfc essential function of .every Government. The Provincial
Legislature has exclusive jurisdiction over the great subjects of
property and civil rights. It has exclusive jurisdiction over all matinstitutions to which the
ters affecting our municipal institutions
country owes a large measure of its past prosperity, and on which its
future prosperity will likewise largely depend.
The Provincial
Legislature has exclusive jurisdiction over all educational matthe most important subject which can occupy the attention of
ters
any Legislature. (Cheers.) We have jurisdiction over various other
matters of a local kind. Now, even the slight and imperfect enumeration which I have made is sufficient to enable you to perceive how
very important it is that those who have the control of Provincial
affairs should deserve as well as possess public confidence.
(Hear,
hear.) In the partial enumeration which I have given to you I have
not referred to our financial matters. Of these I will now speak.

—

—

^

Sources of Revenue.

The "British North America Act provided for a certain sum
$80,000— to be paid to the province out of the Dominion Treasury
The Province reannually towards the expense of civil government.
ceives annually a further sum of money equal to eighty cents per head
of the population according to the census which had been taken
the census of 18G1
that sirm
before the passing of that Act
being payable half-yearly in advance. The B. N. A. provided also

—

—

that every Province should have the ownership and enjoyment of all
It is chiefly
lands, mines, minerals and royalties, and so on.
from these sources that the revenue of the Province is derived.
thus receive from the Dominion Treasury annually the following
sums (omitting the cents)
its

We

:

The specific amount that I have mentioned
,
The subsidy of eighty cents per head
And interest on certain funds owing to Upper Canada by the

$

80,000
1,116,872

,

Province of Canada before Confederation

late

136,696
$1,333,568

The last of these three items arises chiefly from the arrangement made
when the eeignorial tenure was abolished in Lower Canada. Those of you
who took an interest in politics at that period will recollect that, in order
to abolish the seignorial tenure, which certainly stood very much in
the way of the prosperity of Lower Canada, large sums had to be paid to
the seigniors, and that these sums were paid out of the public treasury.
It would have been an unjust thing, as all admitted, that they should
have been paid with funds to which Upper Canada had contributed
much more than Lower Canada had ; and in which Upper Canada
was more largely interested than Lower Canada was ; and it was
therefore provided in effect that certain corresponding sums should be
passed to the credit of Upper Canada, and that Upper Canada should
receive the benefit of these for local objects at some future time.

We

had not been paid when Confederation was accomplished, and
the amount therefore under the B. N. A. Act became a debt due to
us by the Dominion, and we received interest upon it annually
So that we receive from the Dominion of Canada annually an
aggregate
revenue
Then we have a
of
say
$1,333,569.

In 3S77 this revenue, derived
considerable territorial revenue.
Common
lands, Grammar School lands,
lands.
School
from Clergy
soon, amounted to $628,712,
forests,
and
Crown lands, woods and,
investments
which the Province
also receive interest on various
have
by-and-bye.
to speak
In 1877 the
holds, and of which. I will
From various other sources
•ant of such interest was $l'$3,073.
we receive other sums, making one revenue for 18/7 £2,452,077. The
annual revenue since Confederation has varied from two and a quarter
About two and a half millions of dollars
null ions to three millions.
may be considered as our average annual revenue from all sources*.
Now the great governmental purposes oi the Administration of Justice,
Civil Administration, and Legislation do not require much more than
So;ne say that a Government ought to have
one-fifth of this sum.
nothing to do with anything but these three things; they say that
Civil Administration, Legislation and the Administration of Justice
are the only matters which can legitimately occupy the attention of a
Government. But however that may be, these certainly are the most
important matters ; these are essential functions of Government
whatever other functions Government may have, and whatever other
The cost of these is now but
duties a Government may discharge.
little over half a million of dollars.

We

How

to

Employ

tlze

Surplus.

As soon as the experience of a few years of Confederation enabled
the people's representatives to see what the liabilities of the Province were, and what the probable needs of the country would
be, there arose the problem of how best, after setting aside this
part, the balance of our revenue could be employed and the problem
was one which might well occupy very great attention on the part .of
your representatives and on the part of yourselves. Having the large
revenue which I have mentioned, how best may that revenue be employed ? and how best may the accumulations of past years be employed ? That problem was not solved, or anything like solved, before
a Keform Government came into power. (Hear, hear.) But it was
not the only problem which the Keform Government had to deal
with.
It had various other, questions of great difficulty to solve.
had, for instance, to deal with the matter of
;

We

The Municipal Loan Fund Debts.
That was a question which had its origin a quarter of a century beand from that day until we solved it the difficulty of the solution
had been increasing. (Hear, hear.) In 1872 these Municipal debts,
with the interest in; on them, amounted to something like twelve
millions of dollars.
Municipalities which could have paid, and
had no sort of equitable or just defence to paying, had not paid.
Some of these, which were owing very large sums to the fund,
had for many years
made no payment
on
account
of
fore,

principal or interest to the Province,
and others had for a
considerable number of years been equally neglectful of their
duty. All this time the body of the people, including those who resided
in unindebted municipalities, were paying the interest upon the money
which had been borrowed by the indebted municipalities, and which

8

they had not repaid. Those who had derived no benefit, from tho money
were thus paying for it, as well as those who had derived all the
benefit. And that was not the only wrong connected with this state of
thing3. Important sections of the country had been kept back in the
race of improvement in consequence of the heavy indebtedness which
lay upon them, and which it was well known that they could not discharge which it was utterly beyond their power to pay. In some of
these cases sums so large had been lent that from the first it was beyond
the power of the borrowing municipalities to repay them and in other
cases, where it had not been beyond their power to repay the loans originally, it had become beyond their power by the accumulations of unpaid interest. Property in these localities was depreciated men were
afraid to settle there; and the consequence was, that important sections
of our country were not partaking of the general prosperity of the rest
of the Province, and which it was the common interest of the whole
country that every part of it should enjoy. There was another evil which
in one sense was a worse one than those I have mentioned
namely, that the danger, which every municipality in default was in of
being at any time called upon suddenly to pay, had the effect of
keeping municipalities to a large extent in chains to the Government of
the day, and was a source of an undue influence over some of those municipalities, from which the whole country suffered. It was our duty to
find some solution for the formidable and growing difficulties connected with these debts. It is quite true that the difficulties had existed for a long time it is quite true that it had been as much the duty
of the Governments which preceded ours as it was our duty to deal with
the subject. But they had not done so and instead of removing the
evil they had allowed it to go on increasing year after year without
making more than one slight attempt to grapple with it, and that
attempt had proved unsuccessful. You know that we took up the
subject in the first session after you had given me your confidence and

—

;

;

;

;

;

elected

me

as

your representative

;

and to

settle

the difficulty

it

was

our good fortune to devise a measure which gave satisfaction to the
whole country and to all parties in the country. (Cheers. ) We found
a way, which the Legislature adopted, and by which the indebted municipalities were relieved, upon principles admitted at the time to be just,
and at the same time satisfactory to the unindebted municipalities
and we compelled those defaulting municipalities to pay that wero
able to pay, and had no equitable reason to urge for not paying. We required these to pay to the extent of their ability, and we defined certain
principles by which that object should be accomplished without favoritism to any. In that settlement no party preferences woreobserved; we
applied the same rule to Tory municipalities as we did to those which
were Reform, and as we did to those which were neither Tory nor Reform, if there were any such. (Cheers.) Our scheme passed almost without criticism at the time and although you may now and then hear a
little carping at this or the other feature of it, there has never to this day
been suggested by anybody a comprehensive scheme which it was
even claimed would have been superior to ours ;and I therefore venture
to say there never will be. (Hear, hear.) That was one great Provincial problem, then, which had defied our predecessors, and with
"^
which we grappled promptly and successfully.
(Cheers.)
;

;

9

The

Qixoftcc

Award.

There was another important matter which we found unsettled and
in controversy when we came into office. By the British North America Act
a certain part of the debt of the old Province of Canada was assumed by
the Dominion absolutely, and a balance of several millions, which also
the Dominion assumed as regards our creditors, the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec were to repay to the Dominion Treasury, but in
what proportion thi3 balance should be repaid by the two Provinces,
and what division of the assets of the old Province of Canada should
be made, the British North America Act did not determine, and that
had to be decided by arbitrators. An award had been made before we
came into office, which, though not giving to Ontario its full rights,
was yet such an award as,for the sake of a settlenent, Ontario was contented to accept. But Quebec objected to the award as being unfair to
Quebec and illegal, and the Dominion Governmemt refused in consequence to recognize the award, or to give to Ontario the benefit of it,
until its legality should be admitted, or should be decided by some
judicial tribunal. Efforts were from time to time made to get tho
matter arranged amicably, or to have it referred to some tribunal for
adjudication. We were unable, however, to come to any amicable arrangement with the Province of Quebec, whose people had been
made to believe that millions of dollars had been awarded to us beyond
what Ontario was entitled to. The dispute had in consequence to bo
referred to the Privy Council. Representatives from the two Provinces repeatedly met, and we ultimately settled upon a case containing
all that in the judgment of either side was material to the decision
of the matter at issue
and not many months ago, the Privy Council
after several days' argument, decided in favor of Ontario, holding that
the award was a perfectly valid one, as we had contended that
it was.
And so another important question was settled.
;

The Boundary Questions.
Another inter-provincial matter that had been left for a Reform
Government to deal with, was the unsurveyed boundary line, between
the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. Very shortly after Mr. Blake's
Government was formed, arrangements were made with Lower Canada for running this line. The survey was entered upon promptly,
and has been completed to the satisfaction of both Governments as
far northerly as the case required.
difficulty was removed.

And

thus this inter-provincial

There remained the question of the boundary between Ontario and
the Dominion on our western and northern sides, and in this matter the
difficulty was immensely greater, and the land affected of enormously
greater value, than in the case of our eastern boundary. Little progress had been made towards the solution of this problem before Mr.
Blake's Government came into power. But immediately upon his
assuming the reins of office, ho took steps for its settlement. I succeeded him in the work. Exhaustive reports from able men familiar
with the subject were obtained. Some of the questions involved in
the controversy had been in debate for two centuries
the documents and papers bearing upon the subject were scattered over
hundreds of volumes ; nearly as many old maps had to be consult;
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ed aad documents, books, and maps had to be searched for and
examined in London and Paris* Washington and Albany, Ottawa and
Quebec. We managed to collect from all these what was material,
and to comprise in a single volume of no unmanageable dimensions the
whole evidence on both sides of the question and we had a map prepared which gave at a glance the material results of all the maps which
had been consulted. This preliminary work was great and tedious,
but it made ultimate decision easy and prompt. We arranged with
the Government of the Dominion that the matter should be submitted
Objectors declared that we were sure to fail before
to arbitration.
arbitrators, and that what we should do was to carry the case to the
We did not concur in
imperial Privy Council-, instead of arbitrating.
that view. Though we estimated highly the ability and learning of
the J'udges of the Privy Council, we thought that on our own side of
the Atlantic might be found men as capable as any elsewhere,
Three arbitrators were therefore
to decide a case of this kind.
chosen. The Province of Ontario selected Chief Justice Harrison, who
has since gone to his final rest after a short but brilliant career,
and whose death is a great public loss. (Hear, hear.) The Government of the Dominion selected Sir Francis Hincks, a resident of
Montreal, whose ability and fitness for the post all acknowledged as
soon as his name was announced. The third arbitrator selected was the
British Minister at Washington, who had been concerned in similar
inquiries before, a gentleman of great ability, and in whose judgment
and impartiality all parties could have confidence. I believe that the
general seniment was, that it would not have been possible to find
three gentlemen, either in the Privy Council or elsewhere, who were
more likely than these were to arrive at a sound conclusion, or whose
conclusion would be more generally accepted as satisfactory.
You
know the result
by the award of the arbitrators a large addition
has been made to the territory over which Ontario had theretofore exercised jurisdiction.
Among all the important questions which the
Government of Ontario has had to deal with since Confederation,
none was of greater moment to our future than this question of the
boundary between Ontario and the Dominion and the award that we
have obtained gives to us, not all that we asked for, and not all that we
could and did give pretty strong arguments in support of, but all that
our people really desire, and as much as the Province can make beneficial use of.
(Applause.) And so another of the important and difficult problems which the Government had to deal with was settled, and
;

;

;

;

settled satisiactorily.

,

Consolidation of the Statutes.

— the statute law of the

Province was in a state of chaos when
we took office. It was many years before that time that the statute
law of Canada had been consolidated. Since that consolidation annual
volumes of statutes had been making their appearance these repealed
some of the laws as they stood in 1859, when the first consolidation took
place, and altered and amended others ;dead law had necessarily become
mixed irp with living law in every volume and no volume except the
last of the series showed or could show which of the enactments in it
w ere still in force and which were not. If you wanted to know what
the statute law was on any subject, you had to consult perhaps twenty

Again

;

;

r
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indexes and twenty volumes beforo you could be reasonably sure what
the law was and it was with fear and trembling that even a lawyer
gave his opinion on any matter of statutory law with which he
did not happen to be familiar, lest there should be some enactment
somewhere which had-sonie bearing on the matter in hand in some way,
and had escaped his attention. The form of the law, facility for ascertaining what the law is, has been said by jurists to be as important
Then in the Consolidated
the law itself, if not more important.
Statutes of 1859, and the subsequent volumes up to Confederation,
laws now within the authority of the Provincial Legislature and
To prolaws beyond our authority were necessarily intermingled.
vide a remedy for the state of things which I have described, we
appointed a Commission (of which 1 was myself a member,) for tho
purpose of assisting in the consolidation and revision of our whole
statute law, striking out everything that was dead, and everything
collecting the
that was seen to be beyond Provincial jurisdiction
.scattered enactments upon every subject, and fusing them into one
arranging them
classifying the Acts thus consolidated
chapter
in the most convenient way for easy reference
and providing one
index for the whole, instead of the twenty indexes attached to
the existing volumes.
One of the absurd charges made against us
is, that we employed a Commission for the purpose of doing, or assisting in doing, this work. There never yet was an important consolidation
r revision of the laws of any country that was not done by a Commission, and it is impossible to discharge work of this kind otherwise
than by a Commission.
majority of the Commissioners held
judicial offices.
I may say further, that there never was a Commission for revising the statute law of any State or country which,
in view of the comparative extent of the work, cost nearly as little as
our Commission cost. The work too, I may add, was done as well
as the work of the best paid Commissioners that had ever similar work
to do in any country I know of.
(Cheers.) Upwards of twelve hundred public general statutes had to be examined, compared, and
arranged, and these were ultimately reduced by consolidation to two
hundred and twenty-four. In the course of the work the whole body
of the statute law underwent legislative revision, as well as consolidation.
And so we disposed of this very important matter ; and the
people are in possession of tho results of our work.
;

M

;

;

;

;

A

Other Legislation.

When

the Reform Government took office there were many subon which prompt legislation was needed.
Legislation was
needed in regard to the arrangement of the constituencies in regard
to the election laws
in regard to the courts
in regard to our muni
cipal institutions
in regard to our laws of property
in regard to tho
solemnization of marriages and in regard to a great many other subjects
and we have dealt with them all and I venture to say we have
dealt with them satisfactorily, according to the judgment of our friends
and of very many who were not our political friends. Indeed, most
of the Acts which have been passed were not even objected to by our
opponents, or were objected to very slightly and by very few.
1 havo
the satisfaction of knowing that our legislation has been more successful than the most sanguine of our friends seven years ago had looked
jects

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

1,2

for,

and has frequently received the express approval of both our
work which

friends and others. (Cheers.) Legislation is the chief
a Legislature meets from time to time to perform.

The Finances.

now

to say something more respecting our finances,
deemed
best that the money at our command from
and how it was
year to year, and the revenue accumulations of previous years, should
At
be employed. Mr. Sandfield Macdonald was the first Premier.

I wish

the time he took office it was impossible to foresee, with that degree of
certainty necessary for action, what would be the normal revenue under
Provincial management, or what under the new system the annual
wants and requirements of the Province would be. The amount of
the debt for which Ontario and Quebec were liable to the Dominion
was also unascertained. For these reasons it was necessary at the
start to be very cautious in expenditure.
Mr. Sandfield Macdonald
was also a man who in public matters loved not to spend, (Hear.)
He was a personal friend of my own ; we had been on the same
side of the House during the whole period that I was a member before
accepting a judgeship; and I was for a time his colleague as Postmaster-General when he was Premier of Canada. When the temporary
Coalition Government was proposed, to which we are indebted for Confed eration, he attended the Reform caucus previous to the formation
of the Government, and was one of those who voted that three representatives of the Reform party should go into that Government,
though he did not wish to be one of the three. I was selected as one
of them; but shortly afterwards I left political life,and I had no part in
those subsequent contests in which Mr. Sandfield Macdonald and the
majority of Reformers differed from one another. But I had always a very great respect for Mr. Macdonald, from what I had known
of him while politically his ally or his colleague.
I knew how careful
he was in (amongst other things) all matters of finance ; indeed, the
saving of money in public matters had with him been almost a passion.
To such causes in part it was owing that he commenced the Provincial
expenditure on a very low scale ;but even with him the annual expenditure was constantly increasing. For instance, in 1868 his expenditure
was $1,192,356
in 1869 it ran up to $1,444,608 ; in 1870 it was
and in 1871 it was $1,816,866 ; all these sums left a con,$1,580,663
siderable unexpended surplus of revenue. Now, what should be done
with this surplus ? That was a matter upon which there was a good
deal of discussion before Mr. Sandfield Macdonald lost power ; and the
discussion continued afterwards.
Mr. Macdonald made up his mind
in his las I year that a million and a half of the surplus should go to
;

;

railways.

Railway Expenditure.
Unfortunately, however, in setting aside that amount he was induced to take into the hands of the Government the decision as to the
particular railways to be aided.
The Act setting aside that sum provided that the selection of the railways should be by the LieutenantGovernor in Council, not by the Legislature, not with the sanction of
the Legislature, not even after notice to the Legislature or to the public,
The appropriation to a railway might be made, and the money might
be expended, long before either Parliament or the country would know
ny thing about the appropriation. There was no practical restriction
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upon the power of the Government in the matter, except that the
amount per mile was not to be less than $2,000, and was not to exceed
§4,000, but between those sums, what the bonus should be was left
No notice had to be published
entirely to the Government of the day.
in the Gazette of what the Government was doing, no return was even
required by the Act to be mado to the Legislature. The recital in the
Act professed to restrict grants by the Government to railways
which should load to our free grant territory, or which should lead to inland waters, or which should run through thinly settled tracts of country.
What part of Ontario,needing railway aid, would not come within one or
the other of those descriptions? The people disapproved of that large
powerbeing placed in the hands of a Government; and it was on this account that at the next general election the Government was unsuccessful, more than for any other act or omission with which the Government had been charged. Such an assumption of authority was conIt was contrary to
trary to the spirit of our constitutional system.
representative
government
that
so
large
a power should be
of
the spirit
was
provided
by
Government
as
the
statute.
I cannot
given to any
but suspect that it was not by Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's own desire
or suggestion that this power was taken by the Govemor-in-Council.
His Government was a Coalition. The members of it did not belongto the same political school, and had been opposed to one another
upon the old issues. Of course, coming together in a Government,
they had to give way to one another. I can well understand some of
the colleagues of Mr. Macdonald desiring this large power to be taken
by the Governor-in-Council, but it was so contrary to what was to be
expected from the whole political life of Mr. Macdonald himself, that
I have little doubt this feature of his railway scheme was one of those
matters in which he in his turn gave way to some of his colleagues, as in
other matters they gave way to him. There must always be compromises
of that kind in such a Government; and those who knew Mr. Macdonald
well in the olden time can have little doubt that this error in his Railway
Act was one of the compromises. Except in this all-important respect,
his Railway Act was a very good Act, and, after being divested of its objectionable provisions, it has since been worked with great public advanIn the first session after Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's Government
tage.
fell, his successor, Mr. Blake, who had always fully recognized the

value of railways in developing the resources of the country and in
augmenting its wealth, induced the Legislature to increase the appropriation from $1,500,000 to $1,900,000, and also to appropriate $100,000 a year for twenty years for the same object. Additional approUp to the last day of December,
priations were made in my time.
1877, we had paid in aid of railways $2,035,960. (Cheers.) These payments were made to railways which had already received the approbation of the localities through which they passed, as shown by their
previously contributing to tho same roads upwards of seven millions
of dollars ($7,089,480), being more than three times the amount
which the Government has so paid. By this means upwards of 1,000
miles of new railway in various parts of the Province had been built
by tho end of 1877 and the total expenditure since 1872, from all
pyurces, in respect of the railways aided by the Province, including tho
bonuses which I have mentioned, was nearly $22,000,000.
;
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Why

the Depression

upon us.
The period during vvliich this large amount
of money was expended was a period of depression, arising from
causes /hieh have
been discussed considerably of late, whieh
most of you art now
familiar with and which did not affect
one nation only,
fell lightly

but 11
footed the entire commercial world.
It is a remarkable fact
that
though Ontario
shared
the depression, it suffered less
than
most other countries did
and one cause of that circumstance
un^
do btedly was that during that trying
period these twenty two
millions of dollars were being expended
in the building of the
railways of the country.
(Hear, hear.)
It was not on v tie
spending of that large sum that made
us feel the depression
less than it was felt elsewhere.
The railways so built increa e5
values generally, as fast as the railways
were completed.
Thev in
creased,
the country through which they passed,
the value of farm
property, of farm labour, and of farm
products ; they diminished the*
expense and difficulty of bringing products
to market ; they led to
he creation of new vil ages, and they
increased the prosperity of villages and tp*i* already existing.
These railways^ served, too to
facilitate the settlement of our
unoccupied lands, to promote commercial and social intercourse, and in
various ways directly and Sdirectly they added to the wealth,
the comfort, and the general
well-being of the people. (Hear, hear,
and cheer's.; Our fa way
expenditure, leading as it did to so many direct
and so many incidental advantages, consMuted a very
important factor in the causes
of the comparative freedom which
this Province enjoyed from the
distress that prevailed in other countries.

m
;

lS

m

The Surplus

Distribution.

Eut our railway expenditure was not the only expenditure

of Proto that condition of things
I have
already stated that in the settlement of the
Municipal Loan Fund

vincial funds

which contributed

Debt question we relieved, enher wholly or partially, as
the case required, important sections of the country from
debts which for years
had been weighing them down, and in various ways
retarding or forbidding their prosperity. Besides that relief, we made
a large expenditure
in order to compensate unindebted municipalities
for what had been
done for indebted municipalities. If the Legislature
relieved the
latter it was simple justice to all those
municipalities that were not
in. debt, and had long been
assisting in paying the debts of others
that they should receive some compensation
and the compensation
;
provided by the Legislature on our recommendation
was, an allowance to every municipality in the Province of
$2 per head of their
population, and an additional allowance on a fixed
principle to those
municipalities that had already spent money on railways.
Under this
scheme we had paid out to the unindebted municipalities,up
to the end
oi December, 1877, more than three millions
of dollars ($3,117 225)
•

and

this money has been employed by the
municipalities in various' objects of public utility selected by themselves.
The statute setting

the

money

apart required that it should be employed
in the respective
localities, either in the payment
of debts, or in objects of permanent usefulness, and not frittered away
in

current

expenses
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And how
it

did the municipalities expend the

as follows

money 1

They expended

:

In Reals and bridges
$1,158,746 34
In paying debts caused by granting aid to railways
963,734 50
lu paying other debts incurred for permanent works not specified.

28 579 56

.

In educational purposes, including schoolhouses

built, school

debts paid, and investments" for school purposes...;
Fn building and improving town halls
(72 town halls have been built or paid for, and a large number
of markets and lock-ups) ..

652,058 32
145,114 22

J^

.

In town and village improvements, by construction of waterworks, making sidewalks, planting shade-trees, and
buying steam tire engines
Tn making and improving harbours
lu drainage
In paying share of cost of county buildings and aiding in the
erection of mills and manufactories
In buying and laying out public parks and agricultural society
grounds..
In the purchase and improvement of cemeteries....,
In aid given to unorganized districts, in making roads and
bridges, and building schools

Total

76,432 65
40^947 19
27 362 27
11,382 50
4,593 00
1 917 02

6,352 50

$3,117,325 07

This large amount has thus been employed in works
or for purposes
which either would otherwise not have been undertaken,
or would
have been undertaken by an increase of public burdens,
and by the directtaxation of the people of the municipalities making the
expenditure.
Another item of Provincial expenditure which contributed something to lessen the depression in the localities affected
by the expenditure, was the sum of $328,380 advanced from
Provincial funds for
municipal drainage purposes, and the purchase of drainage
debentures.

General Financial Results.
This sum, together

with the amounts previously mentioned as paid
to railways and in surplus distribution, make
a total of upwards of $h
million dollars ($5,539,565) expended since 1871
in these ways for the
benefit of the people. There is no ground
for saying that these expenditures should have come, or were intended or
supposed to have
come, out or the annual revenue. Our whole
scheme of surplus distribution was founded on the fact of possessing
an unexpended
surplus.
And so with regard to the railwav expenditure, whether as
projected by Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's
Government, or as carried out
by trie Irovernnients which succeeded his.
The aggregate sum under the three heads which I have
specified exceeded by upwards of a million of dollar* Mr.
Sandfield Macdonald's

unexpended revenue snip) us.
If
we had no surplus now,
anu u in that respect we were now no
better off than any other
I rovmce is (for not one of them has
a surplus), the mode of employing
the surplus was such as to entitle my
friends and myself to look for a
renewal of the confidence and support of
the
(Loud cheers )
we did not think it a good thing, and it wouldpeople.
not have been a good

1®
thing, to hoard up the money which was in the public treasury, or
w
coming into it ; and we therefore employed it in ways that were f,
better, and more beneficial to the people, than hoarding it in ban]
would have been. (Hear, hear.) If we had not only employed eve:
cent of the old surplus from all sources, and had nothing of it no
remaining, but if we had also used up the whole annual revenue of evei
year in necessary or useful annual expenditure, we should have bee
justified in asking you for your continued confidence, on the
grour
thai the expenditure was wise and proper— was such as the country

m

derived more than corresponding benefit from, continues to derh
such benefit from, and will continue to profit by for years to com<
(Cheers.)
But, apart from these items which I have thus mentioned, our averac
annual expenditure for other purposes has been within our average r<
venue, and the result is, that there is a surplus, and a large surplus, stil
Newspaper writers and stump speakers talk occasionally about ov
having annual deficits ; and they make a show of proving it by
ing up figures which ought to be kept separate. Those who so mi
them ought to know that in doing so they are making deceptive state
meuts. If we had paid away the old surplus, and had also bee
expending more than our revenue since, how is it that we have

mb

^

surplus

still ?

The Assets of the Province.
For we still have on hand untouched, of Mr. Sandfield Macdonald'
investments in Dominion stock and Dominion bonds, about tw
millions of dollars, notwithstanding our surplus distribution,
ou
railway payments, our drainage investments, and the large annua
calls f©r public buildings, colonization roads, other
public works, an<
the hundred necessary or useful purposes to which public money
i
annually voted by the people's representatives.
At the end of December, 1877, we had investments and other asset
as follows (omitting the cents)
:

Stock, bonds, and drainage debentures..
,
Special trust funds with the Dominion of Canada, and paying
us five per cent
,
'.'."""''.'."
Cash deposits in the banks
Value of library of Province of Canada in hands of Dominion,
our share, (besides interest) as found by the arbitrators,
Col. Gray and Hon. D. L. Macpherson, and to
be paid
to us by the Dominion
Due to the Province on account of the Municipal Fund
debts not yet sold or satisfied

Total of these particulars

$2,740

14<

2 699 40'
'552's9(

105 541

154 385

~

$6,262,373
Or, including the cents, the amount is $8,262,374 82.
In giving you
these figures 1 have mentioned Mr. Macpherson's name. I understand
that the Mail of this morning contains an elaborate attack by the
Senator on the Local Government, and on myself in particular. I was
surprised when I heard this. I have not yet read his paper
I dare say that it contains nothing material that is
new ; but if it does
it

will

be answered.

I have given

you a statement

of assets

amounting

to $6,262,374.

ir.
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debt due to Quebec for school lands,
the same arbitrators gave to
Ontario,
n which, though situated in
Another item
about
$270,052.
somewhere
Quebec a share amounts to
lately
bought from
Province
the
s for the Rockwood Asylum, which
unfortunately
not
institutions
othor
h© Dominion for $96,500 our
number
of
unhappy
increasing
>eing large enough to accommodate the
These two debts make $368,552, and leave a balance of
unatics.
?5,895,822. (Cheers.) Of this sum we had before December, 1877, approbated to railways— to be paid if they should all be built, as I hope
hey will be about $940,789, over and above the two millions we had
;>aid as before stated; and there were still at the date mentioned,of the
mms appropriated on account of the surplus distribution, balances
These two sums
lot yet called for amounting to about $202,234.
imount together to $1,143,023. Taking that sum from the six millions
or in exact figures $5,895,822) which I have before mentioned, there
was a clear surplus of $4,752,799, or about four and three-quarter
and
millions of dollars, as matters stood on the 31st December, 1877
timber
lands
dues,
and
Crown
of
respect
in
to
us
due
debts
there are
not taken into account in the statement which I have given to
Btc
Thus, after all the large and beneficial expenditure for railways,
you.
and in surplus distribution after the investments in drainage debentures; and after carrying on the whole government of the country in
a most efficient and vigorous way, we still had left at that date, to be
disposed of as the people of this country might from time to timo
think best, a

Xow as

to oar clouts

:

,

;

—

;

,

;

Surplus of nearly Pive R2illion3 of Dollars.

which I have given to you do not include
for important objects of a permanent charvoted
which
were
large sums
elsewhere as on capital account, but
treated
would
be
acter and which
current
revenue. Thus, up to the end of
had been paid by us out of
1877 we had expended, beside all the figures that I have given
you, on

The

figures of expenditure

Public

Works and

Buildings,

No less a sum than $1,870,992; and on colonization roads, through
unsettled territory from which we derive a large territorial revenue,
These expenditures also helped, both directly and indi$583,681
to
the prosperity of the country, and to lessen
promote
rectly,
to.
referred
the distress already

Why

the Expenditure

was Increased.

in hand beyond annual necessities, and having to confrom year to year how best to employ these funds, besides the
expenditure that I have mentioned the Legislature have thought it
The expenditure
right to increase several of the customary grants.

Having funds
sider

for purposes of

Education

Was one of these. The average annual expenditure by the Government for educational objects up to 1871, Mr. Sand field Macdonald's last
year, wag $337,923;the average annual expenditure since has been $491,(>18 for we believed that wo could not employ public money more use:

18
fully than in promoting the education of the people. (Cheers.)
tion advances the general interests in every
economically

way—

Educa

,sociall'

morally, and religiously.
The education of the' peopf
the most important object which can receive public atten
tios
and there is nothing, as I rejoice to see, which our people mor<
prize than educational facilities for their children.
(Louda pplause.
polticaily,

is in fact
;

They have shownthat feeling in many ways, and among others ii
this, that, while we have been assisting in this great
work with lar^e]
grants than before, the local expenditure by the people for the same
ob
jecfc has increased far more than ours has
they expend year by yea]
far more money on educational purposes than such sums as
they receive
froxn the Government.
For example, the local expenditure or
Public and Separate Schools and High Schools for 1876 was
noi
far from four millions of dollars, viz., $3,699,546.
The Province
;'

only contributed $524,493 (part of which sum is included
ir
the local expenditure).
The people have built and are building
better schools, they are paying better salaries to their
teachers,
and they are availing themselves of school appliances of all kinds oi

an improved description.
Our expenditure on education has increased from $315,887, the amount in 1871— Mr. Sandfield
Macdonalds
J ast
year— to $549, 792, the amount in 1877. But the people's total expenditure for the same object has increased, in respect of teachers
salaries from $1,191,476 in 1871, to $1,838,320 in
1876 ; and in reject of school sites, buildings, repairs, &c, from
$611,819 in 1871, to
1876.
I name 1876 because I have not at hand all the
|1,168,134
figures for 1877.
Education is one of the objects for which, since we
had the money, we have felt it a duty to recommend a more liberal
expenditure than previously. I shall mention some others (for time
does nob admit of a full enumeration), that you may judge whether,
haying money to employ, we were right in giving to°the various
objects of expenditure which were within our control,
more

m

been given to them previously.

than had

Thus, upon

Colonization

«?

Roads

the average yearly expenditure up to 1871 was $41,848 the average
yearly expenditure for the subsequent period up to 1877
inclusive was
;

So for

$97,280.

'

Public

Works

the average expenditure up to 1871 was $270,870, and for the subsequent period, $311,832. In the
t

Maintenance of Asylum3

and public institutions, the average expenditure up to 1871 was
$158,158 new institutions have been established since 1871; additions
have been made which increased the accommodation afforded by the
old buildings
and the average expense since has been $315,533.
There has been a larger number of unfortunate occupants of
these institutions, and of course increase of expenditure necessarily
followed.
All the institutions referred to are conducted with the
greatest possible economy consistent with their efficiency,
and now
compare favourably with similar institutions in other countries, for
;

;

(it

*9
oth efficiency and economy, In all respects they are a credit to our
rovince as visitors competent to judge are constantly testifying.
Again, in regard to
;

Agricultural, Literary

and

Scientific Societies,

average annual expenditure lip to 1871 was $75,740, and the averge annual expenditure since, up to 1877 inclusive, was $89,982.
I
o not know any purpose to whichwe could have applied this amount
our extra funds (as we had extra funds) more properly than in
tie increase we have made in that item.
In the same manner I am prepared to account for, and to justify,
very particular of increase which has taken place since 1871.
Some
lcreases have been from causes beyond governmental control; and
very increase was in the public interest where the matter was within
ur control.
h.e

!

Alleged Deficits.

You

sometimes stated in Opposition newspapers that we have
een expending more, annually, than we have received for the year of
le expenditure and to a certain extent that is not only true, but we
itended and proclaimed it from the first. The people could not have had
lose large sums expended amongst municipalities, and for railways,
nd so on, if we had absurdly and weakly determined to spend no
lore in a year for any purpose whatever than we should receive in
lat year.
We had a surThe position of the Province was this
lus revenue from
years, and it was avowedly upon
other
lat
drawing.
surplus that we
were
But what has been
le practice of these opponents of ours,
who talk and write
glibly about our so-called annual deficits ?
I have a memrandum here which has been taken from a return made by the
fncers of the Dominion as to the practice of Sir John Macdonald's
overninent during his day.
And what does this return show 1
7
V hy, for the year ending 31st December, 1858/ he spent mere than
le revenue by $3,375,317.
In 1859 by $1,494,744.
In 1860 by $1,973,989.
see

it

;

:

In 1861 by $1,999,008.
In 1862 the excess was $2,064,331.
And in 1863 the excess was $870,490. For this last year my friend
Ir. Sandfield Macdonald was the Premier, and he and his Governlent

were

responsible.

illed deficits is

made

The

reference of our opponents to soconfirm credulous followers

chiefly, 1 suppose, to

their own
but the figures which I have given ought to convince
ven them of the fallacy of the talk about our deficits.
Indeed, one
innot but wonder at the simplicity of those who make it a charge
gainst the Provincial Government that we have sometimes expended
tore than was received during the year, as we had it to spend
hile their own friends used to spend far more than the revenue,
lough they could only do so by borrowing the money. (Cheers.)
f

;

;

Agricultural Legislation.

Some
i

a

of our expenditure and some of our legislation have had to do
special way with the farming community.
Our general

20
expenditure, like our general legislation, directly benefits all class
equally ; but our increased expenditure on matters which ha
a special interest for fanners has been a portion of that ge
eral increase with which we are absurdly
charged as mar
festing thereby extravagance and incapacity.
In 1871 the vote f
Agricultural Associations, &c, was $65,100; in 1878, our last year,was $97,00 J for the same objects. As we had extra money, why shou
have advanced 50 per cent. <
we not give some of it to these objects?
which
I
the vote
have mentioned. Let us look at some of the partic
lars included in this item. The Legislature voted for dairy associatioi
in 1874, $700, and since 1874 $2,000 a year. In 1872 there was vote
for the first time for sundry services in connection with agricultu
and the arts, such as the investigation of the diseases of animals ar
crops, the ravages of insects, and other objects not otherwise pr»
vided for, the sum of $1,000, and ever since 1874 the vote has bee
$2,000 a year for the same objects. Last year we appropriated for
bureau of agricultural statistics, $1,000.
have doubled tr.
amount voted before our time to the Fruit-Growers' Associatioi
We have added 50 per cent, to the customary grant to the Entonu tl
logical Society, established for investigating the habits etc., of inseel
a subject unfortunately only too important to our farmeis.
ha\
provided for the expenditure of $200,000 in the purchase of drainag
debentures to encourage the draining of portions of the country
through the Municipal Councils, by buying from them the debenture
issued for this purpose at the low rate of interest of five per cent
The sums which we have paid in that way for the purchase of drain
age debentures under an Act of our own, and for drainage works whic
have been executed by the government in different localities unde
an Act which was passed in 1871, and which provided for the repay
ment of these sums to the Province, amounted up to 31st December
With this money there have been 260 miles o
1877, to $328,380.
<
drains built, and an area drained of 203,100 acres.
Last session the Legislature went a little further in the sam
direction, and appropriated the further sum of $200,000, on our recom
mendation made at the instance of leading farmers in the House an
out of the House, who wei?e connected with agricultural association
and otherwise the money to be expended in tile drainage. The sum
advanced are to be repaid to the Province by annual instalments
twenty years, and are lent at the low rate of five per cent. ^*
Then we have for some years paid nothing towards immigration h
the way of bonuses, except to farm laborers and domestic servants
There has always been, with the exception of a short period durinj
the spring of the present year, a demand among our farmers for
larger number of farm laborers than could be supplied ; and al
of you know the difficulty of obtaining domestic servants, particularly
inthe country.
have also made provision for giving the franchise to farmers
sons, and the propriety of doing so will be obvious to those who ar<
acquainted with agricultural life in Ontario.
had already providec
an income franchise, by which residents in cities and towns wer<
chiedy benefited.
Now, it is the well-knoAvn custom in this country
for one or two of a farmer's sons to remain on the homestead, afte
coming of age, to assist their parents in working and managing tji<

We

i

We

—

We

-

;

We

We
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; an extremely desirable arrangement, and one to be encouraged,
th for the comfort of the old people and the benefit of the sons,
ese farmers sons are, as a class, well educated, and quite as
:elligent as either income voters, or as those who live on farms
their own ; having had the advantage of our excellent school
The Legislature
stem, which perhaps their fathers had not.
reason
sufficient
existed
why that class of
Diight, therefore, that no
rsons, living and working on their father's farms, and being practily partners therein, should not be permitted to vote, though they
ght have no serai-ate property.
have also, in the interest of farmers, an Agricultural College
d a Model Farm, in successful and beneficial operation.

•m

We

Cost of Civil Government.

In connection with the matter of expenditure, Opposition journals
to the cost of civil
government as having been greater
ice Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's time than it had been in his time,
it it is manifest that as a country advances, as its population injases, as its wealth increases, and as its public affairs extend and
come complicated, the cost of civil government must increase, and
vays does increase everywhere. (Hear hear.) To illustrate this,
ve a single fact connected with the expense of the governmental
partments in the old Province of Canada. In 1853, the year before
r John A. Macdonald and his friends obtained the power which they
Id so long, the expense of the governmental departments was only
44,415, but it ran up thenceforward year by year until in 1862 it
lounted to more than three times that sum. or $486,620, and it
nnot be pretended that ours has even doubled in amount. You see,
ereforc, how absurd it is for those who believe in the men under
loni that increase took place to pretend, or to consider, that it is a
cisive argument, or any argument, against a Government that there
s been an increase in the expense of Civil administration.
There
3 various reasons why some increase would have taken place in Onrio, even if there had been no. increase in the business done
but
thout dwelling upon these, and assuming that there had been no insase in the cost of living, that we had been able to retain in the
rvice every officer without any increase to his salary, and that there
is no reason why the same amount of work should not continue to
done at the same cost, I affirm that the increase in the work
int

;

s far exceeded the increase in the expenditure.
If you farmers or
srehants, or other employers have to get double the work done, you
pect (other things being the same) that the cost of doing it will be in
eased likewise. If you could manage to get double the work clone,
lile only increasing the cost of it one-half, I think you would con-

ler yourselves pretty fortunate
civil

government increased

?

men.
Take

To what extent has the work
for instance the

Department of the Attorney-General
d the Executive Council. You will easily understand that there
ust have arisen a large amount of new business from (for example)
r surplus distribution, which was one addition to all the old classes
work. All the municipal by-laws had to be examined to ascertain
at they corresponded with" the Act, and this often entailed a great

deal of consideration and correspondence.
Then the aid given from
time to time to railways was the result of an examination of°every case
in which aid had been asked for.
We have to examine in every case
the capabilities of the road, and all other facts which bear on the propriety of assisting it.
Railways apply to which we give no aid, but
the rejected applications as well as the successful applications involve
labour to several of the departments, including my own. From these
and various other causes the work has greatly increased, both to the
head of the department and to its officers to what extent you may
understand from one or two facts which I will mention.
There is a
separate official file kept for every important matter which passes
through my department
one file may embrace a large number of
documents and papers. In 1871, the last year of Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's administration, the number of official files in this department
was 806, live next year it was 1,454 and in 1877 it had risen to 1,707.
Orders in Council in 1871 numbered 237 ; the following year 298 in
one year of my time the number was 703 ; and the average during the
period subsequent to 1871 has been double what it was before that time.
Again, the comparative number of letters written in a department or
office or business in successive years is generally a \ery good index
of
the comparative amount of business done. In 1871 the official letters
of this department covered 230 pages, in 1872 they covered 1,133
pages, and in 1877 they covered 2,594 pages. These figures demonstrate
if anything can demonstrate, that the amount of business done
in the
office of the Executive Council and Attorney-General has more than
doubled since Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's time. Now has the expense
doubled ? Far from it.
In 1871 the expense of the department was
$10,241, and in 1877, instead of being twice the amount, or $20,000, it
was only $14,690. (Cheers.) In other words, though the business
had more than doubled, the expense had only increased by one-half.
Again, the
Administration of Justice
is another head of expenditure in which there has been an increase
and it is one of those matters which to a large extent are not under the
control of a Government ; but, on the contrary, depend on
circumstances which the Government cannot influence in the
slightest degree.
That the work must have enormously increased,
the comparative number of commitments to the gaols will help to indicate.
In 1869 the number was 5,655 in 1870 it was 6,379 in 1871,
6,615 and it has gone on increasing year by year, till in 1877 the
number had reached 13,481 This inerease, I may observe, is no doubt
partly owing to the hard times
it is found by experience in all
countries, that during hard times the number of crimes of all kinds
greatly increases.
I have said that in 1877 the number of commitments
was 13,481, being more than double the number in Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's last year. From this you will see how impossible it would be
to administer justice under such circumstances without some increase
in the expenditure, and you would not be surprised if the expense
had doubled. Other facts which I might mention would lead to a like
conclusion. But has the expense doubled ?
Far from it.
In 1871
the expense for the administration of justice was |182.621, and in
1876, instead of being double that amount, or say $365, 000^ it was only
$286,591. I will give you another illustration from the
;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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;

;
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Provincial Secretary's Office.
a Variety of causes a great deal more work lias been done
Some of the legislation which
ere also than there formerly was.
received
the approbation of the couriwhich
has
and
place,
is taken
labor on the part
additional
amount
of
considerable
a
yj involved

From

;

The matter of
the Provincial Secretary and his Department.
GovernDominion
the
of
charge
formerly
in
was
unicipal statistics
the
among
been
since
has
it
and
it
in 1874,
ent they abandoned
change
of
the
was
a
Then
there
uties of the Provincial Secretary.
attendformerly
also
were
which
w with regard to marriage licenses,
1 to by tne Dominion Government. That subject was taken in hand by
le Provincial Government in 1874, and 850 issuers of licenses in the
rovince have been appointed, with whom the Provincial Secretary
The number of licenses issued from the Depart as to correspond.
The Provincial Secretary had the pleasure
lent in 1877 was 3 2,957.
The
couples happy in that year.
f making nearly that number of
epartmental work incidental to this legislation is work that Mr.
and field Macdonald's Government had neither the pleasure nor the
There are charters and commissions issued
•ouble of performing.
•om the same Department, and perhaps some other work occasionally
one, for which fees are paid by the parties interested. Of these fees.
but in 1870, $5,434 ; and in
iere were received in 1871, $2,283
Another
than 100 per cent.
more
of
increase
being
an
877, $5,235,
ceasion of increased work was the new Act passed to afferd increased
icilities for persons to become incorporated by obtaining letters pa3nt from the Lieut. -Governor, instead of having to snbimt to the delay,
xpense and trouble of getting special Acts of Incorporation from
'arliament.
The consequence of that legislation has been, that a far
irge number of these charters has been obtained than formerly, through
he Provincial Secretary's Department; the time of the Legislature has
•een saved; and the country spared the expense which the old method
nvolved The number of letters patent issued for the Incorporation of
Companies, under the general law which existed before ours, was 120
or the ten years, from 1864 to 1874 ; while during the years subsequent to the passage of our Act, say from 1874 to 12th of Oct., 1878,
he number was 212, or nearly twr ice the number in four years and a
ew months, that had been issued in the ten years previous. In
ither words, during the former period the annual average w as 12.
vhile in the subsequent time the annual average w as more than 40.
Vlany other Associations have been incorporated under our Act
But for these Acts
•especting Benevolent and Provident Societies.
md our policy of opposing special Acts when unnecessary, there would
probably have been an addition of more than 50 statutes to every
volume since 1873. Again in 1871, the number of returns made from
this office to the other departments of the Government was 912; but in
187G the number was 2,979, or three times as many. The number of
reports from other Departments in 1871 was 470, and in 1876 it w as
1,288, or nearly three times as many. The number of letters received
in this Department in 1871 was 1,690
and in 1876, 3,300 or nearly
double. The number of letters sent in 1871 was 1,280, and in 1876 it
was 3,246, or nearly three times as many. You will see by these
figures that the amount of work in this Department is at the very least
'

:

;

r

T

r

;

;

a
double what it was in Mr. Sandfield Macdonald's time. And has t!i«J
expenditure also more than doubled ? No tor in 1871 it was $19,17G,
and in 1877 it was only $22,552. (Hear, hear.) In fact, the increased
revenue from one small branch of the work in the Provincial Secreago, is about $3,000, and
tary's office, as mentioned a moment
therefore, has nearly covered the whole additional expenditure of
the Department. So that notwithstanding the enormous increase of
work, the country pays about the same for the administration of the
Provincial Secretary's Department as was paid in 1871.
I may review elsewhere the case of some of
;

The other Departments
But I think I must have satisfied everybody, from the statements
which I have already made, that an increase in the expense of civil
government was absolutely unavoidable, and that the wonder is, not
that the increase of expense has been so great, but that it has not been
(Hear hear, and cheers). Knowing the amount of necesfar greater.
sary business that we have been doing, I am greatly surprised
that we have been able to accomplish so much with so little additional
expense. We should not have been able to do so but that I have able
colleagues in all the departments, and that the officers in the various
departments have been becoming more and more efficient. A3 they
become more efficient and entitled to an increase of salary, we have
recommended that they should receive the increase. If we had refused
or if some
it, we could not have expected useful officials to remain
remained, we could not expect them to work as heartily as the public
Most of these officers were
interests require that they should do.
appointed by our opponents, end the sympathies of most of them have
been with our opponents. But for their increased salaries they have
done more work and, as a rule, the increase in the work that they
have done has been equivalent to more than the increase of the
salaries which the Legislature has given to them. So much for the
;

;

finances of the country.

Our

Legislation.

I have already referred to our legislation, and have spoken of
of the subjects which have occupied our attention.
I had some
thought of giving you to-night an enumeration of our principal
measures, and explaining some of them; but it would be tedious to
have not, I think, been charged with inactivity
do so now.
as legislators ; we have not been afraid of large questions ; we have
not refused to deal with important subjects ; we have not shrank
from difficult ones ; the whole history of our legislation shows this.
At the last Provincial general election, so thorough had our previous
legislation been, so completely had we exhausted the subjects which
our people had theretofore been interested about, that I think the
only charge of legislative omission which our opponents pretended
to make was, that we had not up to that time passed a law for the
payment of Crown witnesses in criminal cases
That was rather
charge
bring
against
a strange
to
us as a reason why the people
should not place confidence in us
for oitr opponents or their leaders had held the Government of the Country in their hands almost
continuously from 1854 until 1872 ; and they had failed all that

some

We

!

;
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But some time after their party went
to deal with the subject.
power they began to represent sueh a law to be so urgent,

le

of

J

anxiously demanded by the people, that it should be thought
and framed, and passed, at once. But one can account
l by us,
There was nothing substantial to make capieagerness.
their
and
for
the
sake of not admitting, or not seeming to
out of ;
was
the
case, they brought the charge that we
nit, that such
not provided for the payment of crown witnesses. The LegisWe framed a Bill for the purpose
ure has since passed such a law.
soon as we had thoroughly considered what was necessary and had
and our Bill provided such safelected the needed information
irds and restrictions that, though considerable apprehension had
ays been entertained that a very large sum would be required, the
ount under our Act has turned out to be so moderate that nobody
felt it a burden. The amount is paid, partly by the municipal
inties and partly by the Government, and in proportions which
;e met with approval.
.1

;

r

\

Exemptions from Taxation.
Since the la3t election we have disposed of almost every subject
has been suggested as demanding legislation. We have done so
ler by legislating, or by making clear that the subject did not at
sent demand legislation. There is but one agitated subject which
have not dealt with and that is, the existing exemptions from
nicipal assessment.
The present law on that subject has stood on
statute book in nearly its present form for over a quarter of a
tury.
The party of our opponents was in power during a large
tion of that period, and they did not attempt to put an end to the
•mptions or even to modify them.
Even supposing we should fail
io so, even supposing that we have been wrong in not having
en due attention to it hitherto, certainly no point can be made
.inst us on that account, since our opponents had been very much
ger in power than we have been, and they did not dispose of it.
i question of exemptions is a difficult one.
It is one of especial inest to cities where Government property is situated, and to towns
hin which county property lies.
But there are other aspects of
question which are of more extensive interest, and which we are
v considering.
A committee was appointed by the House last sesat
the
instance
of the Government, to collect information from
1,
nicipal Councils, and from all persons taking an interest in the
ject. This Committee has obtained and reported information with
ard also to what has been done in other countries; and I hope that
may be able to devise and submit some measure which may
et the difficulties of the case,
and give satisfaction to ail
ties.
But when there is but one general measure which it
aid we ought to have brought forward, besides those which havo
jady bejn placed on the statute book, the fact is a pretty clear inition that we have not hitherto neglected our duty as legist

;

t's.
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have touched on some of the most important of the affairs
the present Government has had to do with, and I do not feel
I have the strength to occupy much more of your time to-night.

ich
t

2G
Personal.

be sometimes said that I did an unjustifiable thing
I gave up the office of Vice-Chancellor in order to take upon me
and my acceptance of this office i3
the office of Premier of Ontario
still spoken of occasionally as a descent on my part.
I do not regard
Political life has been spoken
it as a descent, but the contrary.
some who attack me
of in this connection as a slough, by
on account of having left the Bench for public life. It may be a
but in my
slough to those who make the charge (hear, hear)
judgment there are no duties more important than those that belong to
one occupying the position which I now occupy. I left the office of
Vice-Chancellor with great reluctance, because I liked its duties and
and a
it was a permanent office ; a good salary was attached to it
office
and
it
was
an
which
for
holder
pension for old age ;
secures
its
the respect of the people.
For personal reasons as well as others, I
left the Bench with reluctance ; but I feel now that I did well in
leaving it. (Loud applause.) If the position which I took involved,
as it did, some personal sacrifices, I think that by good fortune I have
been enabled to do a larger amount of good to my country than 1 could
have done had 1 remained Vice-Chancellor, (Great cheering. ) It is
a country of great promise,
It cowelfeues to

when

;

;

;

;

,
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present good government is of great importance to its
future destiny. It is my own native Province it is the Province withIt is the richest, and the;
in which my interests and my affections lie.
most populous of all the Provinces of Canada. Its territory extends froiiti
the Ottawa on the east to the Lake of the Woods on the west and reaches
from the St. Lawrence and the great lakes on the south, away back to
Hudson's Bay on the north. (Cheers.) Its extent from east to west'
is upwards of a thousand miles.
Its area is more than twice that of"
Great Britain and Ireland together. It has unbounded undeveloped
wealth in its woods and forests, its fields, its fisheries, and its mines.
(Cheers.) Its population is increasing with a rapidity that is almost
wonderful. At the time of the union with Lower Canada our popula-j
tion was not half a million.
In ten years it had doubled inj
another ten years it had trebled; in 1871 it amounted to the large nuinJ
ber of 1,G20 ,851;and it has been increasing ever since. This population!
is from nearly all the countries in the world.
large proportion are,
natives, like myself, of Ontario ; a large proportion also are natives of
the old lands. The sturdy Englishman, the thrifty Scotchman,' ati/l'
the warm-hearted Irishman have a large representation among us. Wo
have many who came, or whose fathers came, from Germany, France]
and other countries of Europe. There are no people in the world bettea
clothed, better fed, or better educated than the people of Ontario are
now. Immigrants are, as a rule, the more energetic and sanguine of
the classes to which in the old lands they belonged. (Hear, hear.)
And there is no conntry in the world better adapted than Ontario is
for developing a thrifty, hardy and energetic race. Our Province lias
thus a glorious future before it ; an immense population is yet to occupy
its territory; and in the position in which your confidence and the confi-j
denco of the people of Ontario have placed me, I have done my best,'
(cheers),

its

;

;
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conjunction with my colleagues, and those who havegiven to us their
support in the Legislature, to develop the resources of this country
of our affection, our pride, and our hope (cheers)
to administer efficiently its public affairs
and to provide good laws for the government of its people and for the prosperity of all its interests. I venture to think that, in the judgment of our friends, and of a great,
many who are not our political friends, we have not been entirely unsuccessful in this work.
And for myself, with whatever increased
efficiency experience has given me, I purpose, with God's help, to
pursue in all respects the same course in the future, that I have followed in the past. (Loud cheers.)

iin

;

;

;

At the conclusion of Mr. Mowat's speech the following resolution,
moved by Mr. John Douglas, and seconded by Mr. Henry Parker, was
carried with enthusiastic cheers

:

That the rajfpiyers of North Oxford at this meeting as' gabled express
we have felt in listening to the clear, able, and convincng exposition which oar representative, Hon. Oliver Mowat, has given of
;he policy of his Government, and our perfect confHence in his ability and
die integrity with which he has administered the affairs of this Province,
mil we pledge ourselves to do all in our power to maintain in power the
>dst and purest administration that Ontario has ever had.
We desire to
haik him for visiting his constituents at this time, and to exoress the
the pleasure tint

leisure .wnich

we always

feel

in seeing

him

in our midst.

The meeting was concludecTwith the mual

cheers.

THE PREMIERS SPEECH
BEFORE THE

TORONTO YOUNG MEN'S
REFORM LITERARY AND

DEBATING

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JANUARY

CLUB'

8th, 1879.
<"•'

The following is a full report of a speech delivered by the Premier
of Ontario on Wednesday, 8th January, 1879, before the Reform Literary
and Debating Club in Toronto
Hon. Mr. Mowat, on coming forward, was warmly cheered
He said :—
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen,— It gave me very great pleasure some time
ago to accept an invitation from your President to be present at one o,'
:

.

your meetings and to say something to the Reform Literary and Debating
Club, and I regret exceedingly that circumstances trom time to time pre-

vented my naming for this purpose an earlier day. I rejoice to learn
that the Club is in a flourishing condition. I am glad to know that you
have been zealous in acquiring political intormation, and in acquiring the
skill to set it forth, that you may be. able to render greater
service in the
cause of good government than you could otherwise do. I understand
that many of you were active in the recent Dominion elections I hope
that at the next general election for the Local Assembly vour work
will be more successtul than it was then.
(Cheers.) Of course'the issues
are entirely different. Those things which led many of our friends on that
occasion to vote with their former opponents were matters with which the
Local Legislature .has nothing to do.
There is not the slightest reason,
why those friends who so voted on that occasion should not vote with
their old associates in politics at the coming Provincial elections,
and L
hope that they will all be found doing so. (Hear, hear.) As one of the
objects which you have in view here is to get familiar with the subjects
which will be under discussion at those elections, I suppose that I cannot
do better than to avail myself of this opportunity to review some of the
legislation accomplished under Reform Government in the
Province, and
to say something of our administration of public affairs.
;

^

The Importance of Legislation.
not hehror read much against the legislation
4j*»

You do

of the Reform
*aid in regard to our administration of public affairsthough I venture to say that there is as little reason for attacking our administration as there is for attacking our legislation. (Hear,
hear, and
cheers.) Legislation is quite as important as administration.
(Hear,
hear.) Our legislative jurisdiction is large. -It embraces the
subjects to

party.

More

is

.
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which the greater part of the legislation of all countries relates, and nearly
all the subjects embraced in tlie civil codes of civilized nations. We are
in a new country; we are surrounded with new circumstances; and no
Government does its duty which does not keep a watchful eye for all
ameliorations of law which mav serve to promote the well-being of the
people.
I purpose occupying your attention for a little while to-night in
1 will particuspeaking of what we have done in the way of legislation.
larism a few of our measures, and I shall do so that you may be reminded
how extensive and beneficial the legislation nas been for as it is not a
;

(Hear, hear.) They
subject of attack, people are apt to lose sight of it.
may be familiar with those tilings which are kept before them by controversy, while those matters wnieh are not discussed are apt to be overlooked, though they may be the more important of the two.
Perhaps the most important Provincial session under Keform rule was
that in which Mr. Blake was the leader, after the fall of Mr. Sandfield

Macdonald's Government.

Of the important measures then passed I

refer hist to tiie

^*

may

y

Abolition of Dual Representation,

the disqualifying of members of the House of Commons from beina: memThe two jurisdictions are distinct and
bers of the Provincial Assembly.
unconnected, and demaud so much time that it was thought impossible tor
the same person to discharge satisfactorily the important duties of both.
That was strongly felt by the people, and something was done by Mr,
He procured the passinir
Sandfield Macdonald to remove the grievance.
of a law that no Senator or member of the Privy Council should be a
member of the Provincial Assemblj', and that no member of the House of
Commons should be a member of the Executive Council of the Province.
Ho stopped there, however. Under Mr. Blake's leadership the Legislature
went further, and passed a law disqualifying members of the House of Commons from sitting or voting as members of the House of Assembly alter
the then next election for the House of Commons. (Hear, hear.) Before
that time arrived, and to prevent Mr. Blake and Mr. Mackenzie from
remaining in the Local Assembly for another session, Sir John Macdonald
and his party passed an Act disqualifying members of a Provincial Assembly from being even candidates tor the House of Commons.
There is nothing more important than to secure by every proper
means the «Independence of the House of Assembly;
and the abolition of dual representation had some effect in that wav. Another of the measures of the session was directed more closely to that obIt has in all countries and at all times been found by experience
ject.
to be unfavourable to the independence of a representative of the people,
and therefore to the public interest, that he should hold an office under
the Crown yielding any considerable pecuniary advauUrge
and while
some officials had been disqualified beiore Mr. Blake's time, there were
others who had not, as, for instance, officials. who were paid by fees, such as
registrars.
The public scntimeutbeing strong that placemen of this class
should, no more than placemen paid uy salary, occupy scats in the
\sscmbiy, Mr. Blake swept away the last vestige of the eviA referred
(Hear, hear.) Anotner beneficial Act of that session was the
to.
;

Power given

to

Committees of the House to Swear Witnesses.

duties of such committees are very important a large part of the
legislative work depends on the efficiency of the committees ; and we can
hardly nudei>tand how to long a time was suffered to elapse in this

The

;
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—

country and the same observation applies to the Old Country without
giving to committees power (subject to reasonable restrictions) to examine witnesses on oath. Under the former system they called witnesses
and examined them but, though it might be essential for getting the
truth from some of them that they should be sworn, yet that common safeguard, recognized tor other purposes to be necessary, was not permitted,
and witnesses gave their testimony without any sucn guarantee of verAnother measure of this session o( much practical value was the
acity.
authority given to the Government to invest a considerable sum $200,000 in the purchase of municipal drainage debentures for the purpose of
;

—

—

Encouraging the Drainage of Wet

Districts.

These debentures are good securities to the Government, and the disposal
of them enables municipalities to increase the value of the farms and
other lands in their territory, adding to the wealth of t'u^ owners, and, at
the same time, making the country more healths'. Another valuable measure of the same session was that concerning the

Rights of Married Women,
with respect to their property. You know how barbarous the old English
laws on that subject were. They had been modified from time to time
in Canada, but until this time a married woman was not entitled to her
own earnings a dissolute, drunken, or thriftless husband might take the
whole, unless she went before a magistrate, proved her husband's misconThat was a proceeding which
duct, and obtained an order of protection.
women
cared
to
take, even though they were
that
few
showed
experience
great sufferers, and it was unjust to require that a poor woman, besides
the misfortune of having a bad husband, should be compelled to expose
to the world the unhappy condition of herself and her children.
A lawwas therefore passed which removed the injustice, and gave to a married
woman a right to her own earnings without that previous process. (Hear,
hear.)
Other useful and beneficial measures were passed during the same
;

session.

&$

My

Premiership followed Mr. Blake's, and during the period I have
occupied this position, the Legislature has continued the work of reform.
(Loud cheers.) I will not dwell upon our measure ior settling the difficult
question of the Municipal Loan Fund debts; nor upon our measure for distributing several millions ot the surplus funds of the Province amongst the
municipalities, to be expended in the promotion of such objects of permanent value as each municipality should select tor itself. Those two measures occupied a very large share of public attention at the time, and were
supported in the House, not merely by our own friends, but also by many
ot our political oppouents, and received the general approbation of tne
country. I may next refer to measures which bear upon the political constitution of the country.

Representation in the Legislature.

The

principle regulating local representation under the British North
America Act was. that there should be the same number of representatives
in the Local Assembly of Ontario that the Province had in the Dominion
That number was at first eighty-two. The principle of reParliament.
presentation by population being recognized by this Act, Ontario, after the
next census, got an additional representation of six members, making the
number eighty-eight. There were inequalities in the constituencies in
Upper Canada, and the general feeling was that there should be added to
tne representation of the Local Assembly the same number of seats, as had
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added to the representation for Dominion
still said, that,
te time, and is sometimes
more seats, we did so
i the purpose of providing six
>en

m
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The facts.^monstrate the
id without reference to other considerations.
municipal County of
One of the new seats we gave to tne new
•verse.
lar as practicable, a
as
that,
parties having always admitted
,

unerni all

members, as
should have a member, or two or more
return
would
Dufteriu
that
idea
no
We had
ot its own
Province
county in the
I do not know that there is another
smaller vote than in
a
get
would
ruere in a party contest, a Reformer
in the representation were very
I have said that the inequalities
census a popuUIt. For instance, the town ot Niagara bad at the last
not even the
was
it
however
ion of 3C93 only. It returned a member,
and had
town
.county
the
ountv town of tlm county St. Catharines was
oIn
Lin,
of
nty
cou
the
of
only as part
to member, but was represented
when
was
19,766,
elected
was
member
['he average reputation by which a
if the number ot members
he number of members was 8. or or 18,418
the subject o f repr. sen ahould be 88: and when we were dealing with
any fair principle the lea ing Niaion, it was impossible to defend, upon
member for itself, while Essex
rara with its small population to have a
member. What thereiore did we do ?
.vltn upwards of 30,000 had but one
Lincoln-its own county
We added the town of Niagara to the county of
Tory county than it was
-thereby as we knew making Lincoln a more
not have a member
should
tetoreTbut it being a fair thing that Niagara
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party
of
£r itself, the only proper course, independently
uded in its own
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It happened that the effect of
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the county or Essex, which came
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had been supplied whose popuin population after the otner counties
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Essex at that time was represented by
lation was larger.
of Essex
claim
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maintained
Prince Supporter of the Government.*- 3e
causes
local
from
that
opinion
to two member*, though he gave it as his
But as
members
Opposition
return two
if Essex were divided, it would
county
the
was
Essex
population
on tne principle of representation by
duty to act upon that Renext entitled to another member, we felt it our
work against us oi tor us.
should
it
instance
form principle, whether in that
two
At the next election the county returned
It did work against us.
agambt
been
members against us, and every election since that time
We gave three members to the nnt£. '
the local Government.
returned ever since
which had previously had two, and the three members
ot population,
ground
have been members of the Opposition. On the same
three to the
returned
which
Ave gave a third member to the countv of Grey,
the county
for
division
Dominion
Dominion House; and we adopted the
to the
regaid
with
arrangement
with one difference. We changed the
Holland
of
township
the
putting
townships of Holland and St. Vincent,
purposes it was in tne North
Into the East-Eiding; while for Dominion
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We did this because it was represented to us to be convenient
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townthe
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the people that Holland should belong to the East
for the North Hidmember
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Ship of St. Vincent
that he would
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returned
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Without going
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may 6tate that the new arrangement gave to this new
more members, or eleven altogether. At the next election
there were returned three liovernment supporters as before, and eight
Oppositionists instead of five, so that the additional members were an addition of that number to the Opposition. (Hear, hear.) I go into these
things so that you may see that we felt it our duty in that matter, as in
our legislation generally, to adopt that course which should be defensible
on sound Reform principles, whether it should happen in the result to be
injurious to the Reform party or not. We believed that in giving effect
to a sound principle the Reform party would gain in the long run, a»d we
into

details, I

territory three

looked not to party gain except as the result of the permanent good ot the
(Cheers.) We have passed other measures affecting elections.
country,

We

passed Acts introducing

Vote by Ballot
in the elections for the Assembly, and then in elections for Municipal
The introduction of the ballot is
Councils, and upon money by-laws.
another illustration of the observation which I have just made. For I
believe the general sentiment was then and is now that the Reform party
would be gainers by the vote being an open one. But what is the theory of
representation ? Is it not that every man should give his vote as he really
wishes to give it? Without the ballot you cannot secure that object.
(Cheers.) It may be ot advantage to the country sometimes that there
should be an influence over a voter, but it may also be a disadvantage.
And the theory of our Constitution is, that there should be no influence
over him which would prevent his giving his vote in whatever way he
pleases; that his giving it should be entirely iree ; that there should be
no lorce. and no undue influence of auy kind, to embarrass or deter him j
and the only way of accomplishing these objects is by means of the ballot.
almost every country ; it has been
The ballot is the method. of voting
long in use in the United States and it is now the system in England
and its principal colonies. I hope that the next election for the Local
House will show th&fe it we have lost anything by the ballot heretofore ho
-*
are not to lose by i& any more.
(Cheers.)
first

m

;

$'

The Income Franchise.

We also passed a law for giving votes to persons who had not the pro.
perty qualification previously required for voters, but who had a certain
amount of income. This Act has been found in practice to affect the
towns and cities only. The number ot income voters in the rural districts is small, but there are a considerable number in cities and towns,
and some in villages.
Farmers' Sons Act.
We passed another Act by which farmers' sons living with their parent^
working on their farms, practically their partners, and intended to be the
inheritors of the land, may have a vote although they have no separate
property.
By means of these two acts we have enlarged the electorate ot
the country.
!«.
The Voters' Lists Act.
There used to be great difficulty at elections in knowing with ccrtainty who were entitled to vote; and much fraud was the result in various ways. Honest men of both parties felt the evil, and were anxious
that some remedy should be found for it.
We, therefore, prepared a
Voters' Lists Act, and provided in it machinery for judicially settling the
voters' lists before an election, and for having questions decided beforehand
by as impartial a judge in every county as it was possible tor us to find,
viz., the County Court Judge.
That measure received the approbation ot

^
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passed, in
A more stringent Act was subsequently
nrties at the time
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Finalty of the Lists.
making these voters; lists final.
meet the difficulty we passed an Act
scandal as had occurred in the Linthereby making impossible such
We nave passed various Act? lor
i case.' (Cheers.)
Improving tUe Machinery of the Courts,

removing old anomalies, and for
preventing unnecessary delays, for
ma ters ot foim
danger ot cases beta disposed of upon
the
for
Act also
on their merits. We have passed an

ESe
lead of

of Witnesses
had to bear
Until that time witnesses in such cases
-iminal cjfees
eflect was
The
so.
do
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^ own expenses
avoided
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pwpo**
that
for
them
upon
put
expense
ing evidence, because of the
sometimes frustrated. By caieful piothus
were
justice
ot
ends
the
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Repealed the Stamp Duties
the Division and County Courts,

proceedings in
suitors in those Courts.

We have

to the great relief of

passed an

,

Act Respecting the Magistracy,
in good
liability for acts done by them
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Revision of Municipal Law.

facilitating the work of self-govsession we made provision for
relating to our municipalities.
Acts
iment by collecting all the various
books of several years constatute
the
e*; Acts were scattered through
experienced by the people, who were
eabfc difficulty was consequently
laws; and lt was evident;
and who had to carry out these
t lawvers
My colleague
desirable
law possible on the subject was
at
first session
the
during
and
work,
friend Mr! Crooks, undertook that

the

first

;

Smpfest
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and revising

consolidating
nv P emiershipa new Act was passedwhich,
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a result of
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ttith

all

the

was more
ment Act, the late Chief Justice
that these
J^ge-said
or
lawyer
other
mi Ur with the subject than any
perfect code of the kind that he knew of
cJs werJthe most complete and
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any country ot the world." (Cheers.)
Laws.
School
Revision of the
School Laws,
a similar work was performed for the
session
the second
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An extensive revision of
ot chaos
hich had been in a similar state
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Chief
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Appointment of a Minister of Education.
Since then, on the recommendation of Dr. Rverson and other.?
interested!
having a Minister
and all the proceeding
of the Education Department are now subject to be
challenged in thai
House, and there the Minister ot Education must defend
whatever he does
or omits to do in regard to school matters.
We selected tor Minister a
gentleman of ability of high moral character (cheers) and in
everv other
way htted to be the head of tne educational system ot the
country
(Hear
hear.)
Mr Crooks is a graduate of the Provincial University, and
had*
taken high honours in his university course. His
administration of hi 8
Department has received public approbation it has given
satisfaction not
to his own party only, but to all parties.
(Hear, hear and cheer* ) Thai
school law has been further extensively revised under
his advice
TraininJ
and Model Schools have also been established at a small
expense in a!nu»Tt
every county. Tne management of the Provincial
University has likewise
been popularized by giving to its graduates a voice in its
government.
in the work of education, we took the responsibility of
ot Education instead of a Chief Superintendent;

1

;

;

'

;

;

r*
Laws for the Benefit of the Working Classes.
have passed laws securing to mechanics, labourers, and
others a lien
for their pay on the property on which
their labour is expended or their
materials used, so far as this seemed practicable
without prejudice to per
sons not concerned in the transaction. We
have passed laws, in the interest of masters and workmen, for facilitating
agreements between them
for sharing the profits of the business in
which they may be engaged
The
object ot that law is of great importance to
the working classes. " It is bv
such means that their status is to be raised.
Those who have given attention to this subject seem to be unaware ot
any method by which so lartro
an amount of good can be looked tor to the
great mass of our workin]
population as some method which may enable them
somehow to share the
profits of the business in which they
are employed.
(Hear, hear.) In
framing these laws we bad the advantage of what
had been done else
where, and we have placed on the statute book
the best laws that the example or experience of other places enabled us to
devise.
We have also m
passed a law to facilitate, by means of a machinery
found useful elsewhere
the amicable settlement of disputes between
employers and employed?
Perhaps I may mention in this connection that,
having in view the well'
being of the people, w e took an early
opportunity to reduce the Provincial
tax on marriage licenses—(hear, hear,
and Iaughter)-so that instead of $6
the only fee now is $2 to the issuer.
To the rich this difference is no.'
thing
io the labouring man, at a time that his expenses
are to be id
creased the saving ot $4 is an object.
We have kept in view the importance of encouraging mechanics' Institutes
everywhere; and while ihe
lt PUl
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islature. but is to avoid other difficulties which are independent of these
evils. In connection with these Acts, we adopted the policy of resist6pecial Acts wherever the parties caljing for a special Act might be>

We

incorporated, with the powers needed, under a general Act.
sed a new Act for the incorporation of companies bv letters patent a
witht Act for the incorporation of Benevolent and Provident Societies
letters patent and an Act for establishing Immigrant Aid Societies,
means ot these Acts a large number of companies and societies have
:e been incorporated, and much expenso has thereby been saved to the
I may say a word here with reference to
ties and the Province.
le

;

;

The Orange

Bill.

We

wnre of opinion that that influential Association, the Orange body,
aid obtain its incorporation under the appropriate general Act, as others
e done since our Act was passed, instead ot insisting on a special Act
we have therefore resisted a special Act in their case as we have
sted special Acts in other cases, leaving the parties to obtain under the
the advantages for which a special Act is sought. In order
i eral law
[make political capital, the leaders of the Orange body have refused to
e advantage of this course, and have diligently endeavoured to create
false impression that the Orange Societies are suffering some grieve at our hands, wbile the truth is that the object in view could be
/ed just as well by their becoming incorporated under the general law
n the way their leaders profess to prefer. There is no special Act inporating these Societies in Great Britain or Ireland; none that I have
rd of in the United States: and but one instance (so far as I know;,
*
that a recent one, in any other Province or country.
]

!

C**

The Marriage Laws.

There was an
passed Acts amending tho marriage laws.
reasing number of marriages in the Province which were probably illegal
consequence of irregularities unknown to the parties at the time of
rriage.
The evil was well known ; it had long been before the Courts
;ome of its aspects . The doubt was not only as to the legal status of the
The attention of
.band and wife, but as to that of their children also.
vain.
in.
We had
subject
the
to
vious Governments had been called
whole
difficulty
the
meet
to
provisions
simple
few
good fortune by a
regard to both the past and the future ; and the result of our legislation
hat for the first time in the history otour country, marriages by clergyn ot all denominations are now on precisely the same footing. (Cheers.)
en, by various Act6 we have provided for the

We have

Regulation and Management of our Provincial Institutions,
stof which were tormerly carried on in a hap-hazard way, without any
We have passed laws regulating the management
lslative direction.
the Deaf and Dumb Institution, the Institution for the Blind, and the
100I of Practical Science, and providing for the inspection of charitable
We have passed an Act also revising
titutions receiving public aid.
Acts as to our lunatic asylums.
former
the
i extensively improving
(
Grants to Charities.
arge sum had annually been granted for many years before Confederation
i afterwards to various hospitals and public charities, but the grants were
de on no fixed principles, ana as the necessary consequence, it was
to De importunity and influence which regulated what institutions
>uld receive aid and how much they should receive. That was an
ectionable state of things, and we applied ourselves to the task of
The public sentiment was against withdrawing the
rising a remedy.
'

,
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—and

I entirely sympathized with that sentiment —from these
institutions : but we adopted a system by winch tne amount to
oe received bv each institution should depend on the amount ot wont aone
ana tlie amount olcontnoutions received by the institute lrom other sources.
Since cne passing oi our Act for this purpose all increases of the former
grants have been made on the principles laid down in the statute, and
iavouiitism as to amount has thereby been put out of the question.
There are- a very few of these institutions which were not entitled after
the Act to so large a sum as they had previously been receiving, but
we have not thought that it would be well to reduce the amounts during
a time ot depression, and when the poor and afflicted would be the only
(Hear, hear.)
sufferers.

grants

humane

The Public Health.
Then we have passed Acts makinsr legislative provision tor maintaining
the public health when contagious diseases threaten the country; and last
session we had a Sauitary Committee, to enquire whether there might
not with advantage be further legislation and assistance for the all-important oeject of promoting the public health at ordinary times as well as
in seasons of special danger.
(Cheers.) We have given
t'j
Repose to Land Titles.
shortening
the period after which a man's title to the
materially
By
property he possesses mav be free from danger.
It was constantly
happening that defects were discovered in a man's title to property of
which he had been in possession for many years, and the man and bis
family were in consequence suddenly deprived of, perhaps, their all. To
prevent such hardships Statutes of limitation had been passed irom time to
time. In England the period had lately been reduced from twenty to
twelve years ; we reduced it from twenty to ten years and the result is that
every man possessing property holds it now more securely than he did
before.
An equally short period has bee u adopted in various other colonies,
aud in some of the United States. We have passed laws to give greater
;

Security to Policy-Holders,
in consequence of the Courts finding that some insurance companies had
adopted unjust and unreasonable conditions, and had sometimes taken advantage of these after a fire to raise objections which it was unjust, in the
interest of the public, that they should be permitted xomake
_
Settlement of New Districts.
£)
While most of the matters to which I have referred are matters affecting
every part of the country equally, we have given special attention to the
outlying and unsettled districts, with the view of increasing the facilities
for thei? settlement and also ot rendering them sources of increased
revenue. Just before 1 came into the Government, there was considerable
territory which had for the first time been placed under license. Bonuseswere obtained amounting to something like halt a million of dollars, and
the sales added to our annual revenue about $40,000, besides the timber
dues.
The transaction took place at a most favourable period, and much
higher prices were obtained than could have been got oefore or since. So
satisfactory in that respect was the transaction that one of the Opposition
leaders has declared that the Province had got more than it ought from
the purchasers, and that in fact it was a fraud to take so much. (Cheers
and laughter.) One advantage which we had from the sales was the creation of an interested and unpaid agency which would be helpful in preventjug fires in the territory. Large sums of money have been lost to the Province through fires in these districts, and of course it is the interest of all

|e
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?ensees that these fires should he prevented as tar as possible from occurpassed a special Act with the same object last session.
ig.
In a word, I may say that under every head of legislative jurisdiction
hich we possess we have been active, wherever there was any law by
defect in
liich the well-being of the country could be advanced, or any
that
could be
provision
or
any
removed,
laws
which
could
be
existing
e
ade by which the security of our people and the safety of their property
have been so active and careful that it has very
ight be secured.
ldom happened that any plausible objection has been made to what we
we done. (Cheers.) Our opponents, as well as our friends are getting
om year to year and from day to day the advantage of our work. (Hear,
So much in regard to our legislation. X shall now occupy a little
ar.)

We

We

me

in talking about

ft^

Our Administration of Public

Affairs.

he position ot our public affairs, and the prospects in connection with
lem, are such as to give ground lor joy and hope on the part of our
hole people, whatever political name they may bear. It requires but
very slight consideration of our position to perceive the accuracy ot
I might contrast our position with that of any of tne
lat statement.
tates of the American Union— and I refer to them because they are near
we are in constant communication with their people, and these States
e often referred to as models of economy; but I claim that our system
government is a eood deal better than theirs, and that our affairs aro
inducted with a truer economy (Cheers) JN'ow everv State of the Union
as to provide by direct taxation whatever is necessary tor carrying on
That is
affairs and for the erection of its public works and buildings.
The
countries.
e case also to a ceitain extent in otlier

Position of the Provinces of the Dominion
as irom the outset very much in advance of that. At Confederation
ich of the Provinces started with the ownership "of all its ungranted
These under the American system
nds, forests, mines, and minerals.
by the British North American
Then,
Government.
General
the
to
elon'g
the Dominion.
ct, we receive annually about $1,333,569 from

The Revenue

%.

and which we have to dispose of
hich we derive from
about
$2,500,000. This revenue is far
somewhere
is
year,
om year to
great governmental purposes
the
of
cost
the
pay
for
to
sufficient
lore than
of justice.
administration
In
the
government,
and
civil
legislation,
f
which alone are essential functions of Government do not
"act these
ike up much more than one-fifth ot our revenue. What should be done
nth the balance ? What was the best thing to be done with it ? It would
e the absurdest policy in the world for the population of the present day
benefit our
a reserve permanently the whole of that balance in order to
getting
richer,
country
is
The
hear.)
(Hear,
expense.
uccessois at our
the
generation
to
and
and-bye,
it
by
in
population
larger
here will he a
expense
it
may
whatever
be
bear
are
to
than
we
able
better
will
be
ome
lecessary for that generation to incur. (Applause.) There is another reason
pby we who are poorer should not be hoarding money in order to give it
uthe form of money to those who will be richer a wise employment of
iur money not onlv benefits ouiseives in the meantime, but benelils our
If we spend
•osterity more than it we hoarded the money for them.
not
only the
objects,
useful
and
like
railways,
works,
uoney on public
hence,
and
of a
years
ten
of
population
the
but
of
to-day
>opulation
onger period than that, will be richer lor the wise employment of public
uoncy now, and will be beueiiled more, than if we had hoarded the money
all

sources,
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that they might spend it in their day.
upon in all countries in the world.

That

(Cheers.)

the view acted

is

c

The Surplus.
not to be forgotten that a large permanent surplus

is an anomaly,
an exceptional state of things, and"thf»tin all self-eroverned communities
it is felt by all classes of the people and by all parties to be in general a wise thing to expend usefully from year to year the whole revenue.
J say to expend usefully, for itwould beabad thing to expend uselessly any
part of what we have
But if the whole is usetully expended, and with
requisite care, we have the testimony of the world that it is bettor that
tiie annual revenue should as a rule be employed and not hoarded.
(Applause.) Tiie testimony of the nations goes further.
Nearly all the
countries of the civilized world find it for their interest, not only to expend
all their revenue from year to year, but for the sake of adequate public objects to incur debts, and debts oiten of great magnitude. Take the American States. When they incur these debts the debts have to be paid by direct
taxation, yet I do not think there is a State in the Union which has not for
the sake of public improvements and other public objects incurred large
debts.
I am not aware or a single British colony that has not done the
same thing (with the exception ot Western Australia, which has a population
of some 24,785 only, and has no debt).
The same observation applies to
the various independent communities of South America and elsewhere
;
and it is our own experience too.
Perhaps our people are too much
inclined to go into debt through their municipal Councils, but still, to a
certain extent, it is often a wise thing to do.
Most of our counties incur
debts for public objects; and so do our cities and towns. Many of our townships act upon the same principle.
The common sentiment ol the people
everywhere is, that not only is it prudent to expend the whole of the
annual revenue, provided it is spent usetully, but that it is often for the
permanent good of the country that money should be borrowed for this

It is

purpose.

(Cheers. j

What

v

is

Our Position

that respect? Immediately after Confederation had been formed, the
Legislature ot theProvince granted sums to various objects sums as large
as had been given to like objects in former years by the Province of Canada.
Not only was there from the first abundance of money in the Provincial
Treasury to pay for the three essential objects of Government already referred to, and to make other customary grants, but there was also more than
enough to build and maintain various new institutions the Institute for
the Blind, the Institute for the Deal and Dumb, the London Lunatic Asylum,
the Central Prison, &c.
and after all this had been done, there was left
from year to year a considerable part of the revenue unemployed. There
were various reasons for such a state of things. Some of them related to
the peculiar character of Mr. Sandneld Macdonald »s a public man, as for
example his aversion to spending public money ; and there were other reasons.
Mr. Macdonald never intended to keep the whole of his surplus
unemployed, and he stated on various occasions the reasons why he, for a
time, delayed disposing of it.
His policy is constantly referred to by our
opponents as if in this matter it was the opposite of ours but that was not
so.
I will show you that he never had the slightest intention of permanently maintaining the surplus which had accumulated from the unemployed
revenue of ids four years, and that he retained his surplus for temporary reasons only. One of these was this; By the British North America Aet the
debt:, of the various Provinces were assumed by the Dominion of Canada.
borne of the Provinces were largely in debt, while others owed but little.
.In

—

—

—

;
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The principle of the Act was to treat them all with equal justice. The
Province of Canada owed more than its proportion of the debts to be assumed
by the Dominion, and the new Provinces ot Ontario and Quebec had to
repay to the Dominion the difference. The amount widen these two Pro.
vinces had a right to be relieved from was $62,500,000. It was doubtful how
inncli bcyoi.d this sum the old Province of Canada owed, and the reason
that Mr. Saudfield Macdonald gave for not expending the whole revenue
from year to year on public objects was. that ho did not yet know what the
debt of Ontario was, and that it would be unwise to expend all before it was
scertained what amount Ontario would have to make good. There was
an arbitration between Ontario and Quebec, and it lasted j> considerable
time, but by means of its investigations before the award was made it came
to be discovered pretty nearly what the amount of the debt was. Ultimately
t was found to be about $10,568,080 over the $62,500,000.
This is the sum
(dated in a statute passed on the 26th of May, 1873, which was after Mr.
Macdonala's time. But from what was known on the subject previously to
that date, that gentleman proposed in his last year that $1,500,000 of his
surplus should be expended upon railways.
It was contended by my friend
ho is in the chair (Hon. Mr. McMurrich) and others that provision should
it the same time be made out of the surplus to benefit other portions of the
country which did not want new railways. How did Mr. Macdonald meet
hat contention? in the debate which took place on the 7th February,
1871, and which was reported at the time in the newspapers, Mr. Macdonald
nade these observations
Jg
:

For the first time in the history of this country the Hone© had to deal with a surplus
hich had accumulated in the Treasury of Ontario- * * * * The position on the whole
was an anomalous one. and the task of distributing the surplus wag a formidable one.
• * The Government had been blamed for not disposing of this surplus before, but
hey had felt it would be very hazardous to anticipate in advance the ascertainment of the
lability which this Province would be exposed to as respected the j^putable gum of tha
ubliu debt as assumed by the Dominion Government.
,?~><U

^nat was the reason Mr.

lus— because

it

Macdonald then gave for not disposing ot his sur.
would be hazardous to deal with it until the amount otthe

ebt was ascertained.

He

continued

The Government had ascertained that

its proportion of that debt was not so large as
the withholding of that portion of the surplus which has to be devoted to the
evelopment of the resources of the Province, commercial and agricultural. There being
ich a surplus on hand, the House would be recreant to its duty if it did not provide
eans for opening up the country. It had been urged that a portion of the surplus ought
> be appropriated to purposes other than those proposed
There were, no doubt, a number
F other things which were worthy of consideration.
* * As to the other questions which
members
in
the
on.
interests of their constituencies had brought under the attention of
-j House, while he admired their
zeal, they must not hope that the Government would
in a position this year to deal with these other matters. The feeling of alarm which
ould be justifiable it it was proposed to devote the whole of the surplus to aiding railways,
d no real ground, since it was proposed only to deal with a portion of the surplus, and
11 leave ampie means wherewith to treat these other claimants with full liberalitv,
and
* * " I mean to divide all I can this year, but I do not know
eet every contingency.
uh sufficient accuracy what cur public debt is to apply it all."

jiiBtify

is6peech shows that while he was to apply a million and a haltto rail ways
be meant at a future day to dispose* of more of the surplus. That
as his position and that of his Government.
Mr. E. B. Wood was then
easurer, and he spoke for his Government in the same way. He said:—
iey had $3,500,000 ready cash now lying in the Treasury. * *
They had in trust funds
er $3,000,000, making $7,000,000 lying in the Treasury, by means whereof, with
the aid
Providence, and by a judicious expenditure, to mako this Province— as it ought to
b«—
len,

e of the greatest countries in the Dominion, and a rival to the
great Republic lying to
uoutn. •
* The six millions they had now in the
Treasury was owing to this
ovince having R ot its rights at last; and now they had this surplus,
let them expend it
ifethat it would lea^e behind a monument worthy the first years of this growing and
pro-

r
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have expended a portion of the surplus with that very view namely,
But
for the pevmanent benefit of the Province. (Hear, hear, and cheers.)
cautiously
and
disinterest,
be
dealt
with
public
the
in
must,
the surplus
creetly, and for permanent objects; and we have been acting on that policy.

%

Other Uses for the Surplus.
Having a balance b4 the former surplus, and having an annual surplus be-^
sides, what have we been doing with them? Besides the large sums granted
to railways and Municipalities, we have, with the sanction of the Legislature and the approval of the country, been using the money in part for
building and enlarging our public institutions, giving increased accommodation for the deaf, the dumb, the blind, the insane, etc. These objects
commend themselves to the humanity of our people. The existing institutions were not capable ot receiving all who needed to have entrance to
them, and, having the money, we made provision for as many as possible

of these afflicted classes to receive the benefits which the institutions were
afford. We gave more also than had previously been given for
the construction of colonization roads in the territory from which much of
our revenue is derived as well as more to hospitals and charities; to
mechanics' institutes, etc. We need not havedone all this, but we considered
that it was a better application of the money than if we had left it in the
banks or bought Dominion stock with it ; and no part oi the public withheld their approval of this policy. (Cheers.) Kotwiihstanding all expenditures out of the annual revenue in our time, there was an unexpended
surplus every year up to 1877 iuclusive :

intended to

;

In 1872

...$1,212,791
602,103
304,283
444,258
i
225,703
88,271

" 1873
/

y

"
c*

**
«'

1874
1875
187B
1877

,

Two

or three items or heads of expenditure are specially laid hold of by
the enemy as affoiding reasons why the public should withdraw their confidence from the Reform party and Government.
(Such items are civil
government and the administration of justice. T may say with regard to
It is so
these that they must increase as population and wealth increase.
in all parts ot the world, and under every kind of Government, and it is a
deceptive pretence to say that such increases are a proof of want of good
government or want of economy. The Provincial Treasurer of Ontario
speaking for his Government in 1868 declared with truth, " Our expenses
will increase every year, do what we may to prevent them." (Hear, hear.)

Double the Work at Increase of half the Cost.
however, to say, with regard to civil government, that the work
done by the various departments of it greatly exceeds the increase of expense, and that, instead of extravagance, the facts show that, having reference to the amount of work done, we have been more economical than our
predecessors. (Cheers.) If we do twice the work, while the expenditure
nas increased one-halt only, can there be better proof ot our economy ?
(Hear, hear, and cheers.) In my Woodstock speech the other day I illustrated the increase of business by giving facts relating to the Provincial
Secretary's office and my own.
On this occasion I will give you an illustration from the
I

wish,,

Crown Lands Department.

~&

In discussing this subject our opponents sometimes point to the adoption of a system of free giants, and to the consequent decrease in the
sums received from the sale of Crown lands and that fact is suggested
;

•

.
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as a reason

whv

the

Department should cost

less instead of

more than

for-

Departmerly but free grants involve a Larger amount of labour to the
the
great
how
show
to
ment than sales do. I will give vou a few figures
Sandfield
Mr.
In
1871.
has
been.
increase in thisbranch of the Department
grants was
Macdonaid's last vear, the number of persons located on free
number
Tho
manv.
as
twice
nearly
was
1.914,
1 113- in 1877 the" number
The
hear.)
(Hear,
200,801.
in
1877,
was
153,105
1871
ot acres located in
likewise
work in the other branches of the Crown Lands Department has
Branch. The
been increasing. Take, for instance, the Woods and Forest
was
1,750 and in
jn
1871
number or saw-log returns received and checked
of square
number
The
1877, 2,627, an increase of nearly 50 per cent.
327.
in
was
1877,
1871
269
in
timber 'returns received and checked
was
in
662;
copied
1871
notes
field
of
In the Survey Branch, the number
connected
and in 1877, 2,926. Then there is much departmental work
the more it
repaired
and
built
roads
more
the
for
roads,
with colonization
expenditure upon coloni.
the business of the Department increased. The
up to 1871, as comzation roads amounted in the aggregate to $188,317
to
1877, or an annual
pared with $583,681 during the period from 1872
expenditure oi
annual
an
with
expenditure of $55,409 in 1871 as compared
were
There
40 miles ol
81,726.
nearly half as much more in 1877, viz.,
miles
ol new load
and
110
in
1871,
repaired
new road built and 120 miles
executed
works
ot
number
The
1877.
in
built and 194 miles repaired
numbui
The
1877.
in
58
against
in
1871,
was
31
Department
under this
lhe
in
1877.
i, 740
ot vouchers tor payment was 930 in 1871, against
business
ot
amount
number of letters received— alwavs a good test of the
the
—as incident to this work, was 588 in 1871, against 1,400 in 1877;
might
i
1877.
in
against
680
number of letters answered was 364 in 1871,
thing, but what 1
give you various other figures illustrating the same
work.
the
in
increase
the
have said will suffice to show you
increasing,
Legislation is another head of expenditure which has been
the
to
made
constantly
is
reference
newspapers
and in the Opposition
•

;

;

;

Increase in the Allowance of Members,
propriety o
which is one chief cause of that increase. Apart from the
unreamore
anything
that increase— which I will not discuss to-night—
for
maKe
to
endeavouring
sonable than the conduct of our opponents in
(Hear
imagine.
hardly
their panv political capital out of the tact, I can
one of the meetings
hear ) You have had the matter under discussion at
hear what was said.
to
present
been
of this club, and 1 would like to have
as most unreaHouse
the
outside
Opposition
J speak of the conduct of the
by the whole
made
demand
a
from
arose
sonable, because the increase
as well as followers.
House, including the Opposition members, leaders
the public would ap(Hear hear.) The general idea at the time was that
The country had approved of giving $1 000 to
prove' of the increase.

the
members of the House of Commons, while the increased sum tor
time
more
no
or
little
is
There
members of the Assembly was only $800.
nor
the

than by ours,
taken up by the deliberations of the House of Commons
are their exnor
themselves,
to
valuable
is the time of its members more
Assembly
Ontario
the
of
members
if
But
penses as members greater,
indemnity
an
approve of
were wrong in supposing that the people would
ot the error again fit
made
be
capital'to
more
no
there
is
to them of $800,
one side than against the other.
Mr. Cameron's Opinion.
that were made by Mr. Cameron,
I will read to you some observations
matter
had been forced upon the Govthat
leader of the Opposition, alter
A. Government
the House.
of
opiuion
uuauimous
ernment by the almost

42

must respect a representation made by the whole House. Mr. Cameron
6aid, in regard to Ministers' salaries and members' indemnity:
In consequence of certain statements in the press, he considered it his duty to state
that Tie himself had suggested the increase of Ministers' salaries. He believed that
the members o'f the Government were not sufficiently paid.
1 may observe here that the Ministers' sala-vies were increased at the,
instance of the whole House and had been urged upon us repeatedly beIt was well known that the expenses
fore we acted on the suggestion.
Minister
were
very large, and a strong opinion was
ot
the
office
attending
expressed on both sides of the House that the increase should be inadej
;

Mr. Cameron continued

:

With

reference to the indemnity to members, $S0O was, in his judgment, not morel
than adequate to compensate tliom for their labour and attendance, and in many cases iti
*
*
*
In evei-y other respect, he did not consider $800 too
was too little.
much. Therefore ho wished to assume any responsibility that attached to tlie Govern-)
ment with reference to the matter.

The other

leaJers of the Opposition, including Mr. Meredith, Mr. Scott,,
Mr. Creighton, Dr. Boulter, and Mr. Macdougail spoke to the same effect;
and Mr. Lauder concurred in the observations of his colleagues. Our
own friends spoke in the same way.
I am not giving you these extracts as of themselves showing that the
increases were right (tor that point I do not now discuss;, but to point out
the absurdity and injustice of those who, in face of tho facts, endeavour to make a point against one side for the political benefit ot the
other side. The increases would never have taken place unless both
parties had desired it and approved of it.
«

Maintenance of Public Institutions.
made to the increased expense in maintaining
One sufficient reason of that increase is that we

Reference is sometimes
our public institutions.

have more institutions to maintain; that those previously in existence
have been enlarged and that our institutions contain a greater number of
inmates than before. I will give you a lew figures showing such to bo the
case.
These figures our opponents Kay nothing about. The number of inJ
mates in the asylums ior the insane in 1871 was 1,366, and in 1877 it was
2,027.
In the institution for the blind in 1871 the number of inmates
was 11, and in 1877 it was 130. The number of inmates in the Deaf)
and Dumb Institute in 1871 was 124, aud in 1877 it was 238. The number of prisoners in the Provincial' lietormatory in 1871 was 155, and in
iy77 it was 203. The Central Prison, a new institution altogether, relieving largely the gaols and lightening expense to counties, contained at the
date in 1877 up to which the last report was made 343 inmates. Uurl
opponents are fond of pointing to the mere fact of these increases, as if that
But expenses of this kind necessarily adalone constituted extravagance.
what
economy
Is
practised.
no
matter
vance
Comparison with other Countries.
;

With respect to the general subject of the cost of legislation, I may ob«i
serve that tne direct cost is less in some of the States of the America!
Union than in Ontario, though in others it is more. In Massachusetts,
with a population of 1,457,357, the cost of legislation in 1871 was $326,In New YovM
762; ours, with a much larger population, was $122,301.
the expense of legislation in 1875 was $603,060. I give the figures for
But tho indirect expenses
these years because 1 have no others at hand.
of legislation in most of the American States appear, by the testimony of
their own writers, to be enormous, and fromcauscs iroin which, happily!
****
we have hitherto been nearly free.
To illustrate the subject further, I wih take, for tho benefit of our
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opponents, the case of communities iu which the Government was of
In the Province of Quebec the cost of legistheir own political stripe.
lation in 1871
I take 1871 because that is the year with which our op.
lonents are fond of comparing our present expenditure was $128,921,
ind in 1877-8 it was $156,969. The cost of Civil Government in 1871-2
The Administration of Juswas $128,673, ai?d in 1877-8 it was $165,273.
ice in 1871 cost $271,212, and in 1878-9, $409,790 _>
Take, again, tne Province of Canada during the time that it was under
Conservative Government, and we find the same thing. I have some figures
which I have taken from documents which were published in 1862, and
Legislation cost in 1853 the year before
.vhich I believe to be correct.
Sir John Macdonald came into power
$264,949, and it ran up to $432,)4S in 1862, when Mr. Sandfield Macdomdd became Premier.
The Provincial Penitentiary cost the Province $28,000 in 1853, and it ran up to
The Governmental Departments cost $144,415 in 1853,
>155,612 in 1862.
The collection of revenue from Cusind went up to $486,620 in 1862.
,onis and so on cost in 1853 $366,345, and it ran up to $832,391 in 1862.
n 1853 the aggregate expenditure tor ordinary purposes was about $4,000,)00, including capital expenditure, and it ran up in 1862 to $10,218,863.
J
erhaps some of those increases by Sir John's Government were too large;
)erhaps they partly arose from extravagance ; but no doubt some increase
vas unavoidable, and our opponeuts have alwavs assorted that no part of
So much for these particular items of expenditure,
t was extravagant.
et us look for a moment at the aggregate expenditure of the same period.
rVheu Sir Francis Hincks left office in 1853, he left a surplus of $5,188,36, which had accrued from the ordinary revenue of the Province after
When Sir John came into power that was
laying all ordinary expenses.

—

—

.

—

—

hanged. There was thenceforword an annual deficit, which in 1862 Mr.
estimated at $5,000,000, and there were besides large increases to the
axation.
But the expendture in 1862 exceeded even the increased revuue by $9,311,000, which had to be made up by borrowed money. Our
ixpenditure in Ontario is simply drawing upon the revenue of the year,
nd to a certain extent upon the surplus revenues of former years. Again,
be Provincial debt under 'Jonservative management rose in six years from
I am not at present disputing the
129,922,748 to upwards of $70,000,000.
I am only calling your attenropnety of any part of that expenditure
ion to the fact that under Conservative Guvernments there was also an
ticrease, and I hope that it can be accounted for as satisfactorily as the
ncrease iu Ontario in our time. (Cheers.)
I have here details which show that the experience was the same cluiThere
ng the period from 18K2 to 1868, and again from 1868to 1874.
.as constantly an increase in the aggregate, and an increase In the various
terns which 1 have mentioned.
The aggregate figures from 1862 up to
lonfederation appear to be these
ialc

;

•

For year ending

31st

December, 1862

Dq.,

1803

S

Next six months.....
lor year ending 30th June, 1865

0,441,497
9,4/2,854
4,423,281
9, '.(63,957

10,834,812
11,381,960
1,940,403

ISoG
Do.,
18c7
Do.,
Being an increase in five yeaisof

Again, take Canada under Sir John,
In 1867-68 his aggiegate expenditure
1868-69
1869-70
1870-71
1371-72
1872-73
J873-74

was

$13,4*0,092
14,'/38,084

14,346,509
•

••

ly. r, ^,0Sl

17,589,408
19,174,047
23,316,316
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The

increase "between the first year of Confederation and the last for.
Sir John took a vote was $9,830,224.
I believe that the responsibility of Sir John's Government for 1873-4 is now universally conceded
though it was for a time disputed. But, whether or no, Mr. Tilley's esti-

which

mates In the session of 1873 and the statutory increases of expenditure
show provision made for an aggregate expenditure against revenue of $23,685,000, or $370,000 more than was actually expended. The table which
1 have read to you excludes sums expended on what is called capital
account. Adding these, and we have an aggregate of $14,076,243 for
1867-8, and an aggregate of $19,768,847 for 1872-3, the last full year of
Sir John's administration.
Look at some of those

items at the same date in Canada which correspond with the items as to which the Ontario increases are absurdly and
falsely denounced as unnecessary and wanton :—
1867-8.

Civil

Government

Admhiistra'n of Justice

Immigration and Quarantine

Take a few more items
these years

:

\

1871.

1873-4,

$594,411 $642,300 $883,685
291,242
314,411
459,037
60,396
71,790
318,572

of a special character for the

first

and

last of

,

Customs
Excise
Culling Timber
Post-office

1867-8.

1873-4.

$475,503

$658,299

78,939
69,430
616,802

206,935
82.886
1,387,270

presume I have now given you as many figures as you will be able to
retain in your recollection.
CLaughter.) And perhaps I should avail myself of this opportunity to say something about
A Certain Pamphlet
which was distributed in very large numbers in this city during the late
election, to help Mr. Morris.
(Hear, hear.) The pamphlet bears the
name of a certain High Tory Senator, who, when it suits his purpose,
claims to be a no-party man. The pamphlet professes to be written in
no party interest. But it is rather extraordinary jn that case that the
pamphlet should come out just before the late election, in which Mr. Leys
oneht to have been the successful candidate, and very nearly was the
I hope that at the next election he
(Cheers.)
successful candidate.
will be the successful candidate.
(Cheers.) In truth, the Senator is one
(Hear, hear.)
With
of the most pronounced party men in ail Canada.
all his profession's, I do not know a man who is more blinded by party
feeling than he is to the merits and measures of his opponents.
(Hear,
hear.) In this pamphlet he grandly declares that he has an -'appalling
1

make in regard to our local affairs, that he has discovered
something which will " astound the people to learn," and that he Tegrets
that the duty of making it known to the people has devolved upon him.
(Laughter.) I wonder what my late opponent, Mr. Cameron who has now
reached the Bench, which I have no doubt that he will adorn I wonder
what h« tbinlcK of this charge against him of ignorance and incapacity, or
unfaithfulness.
According to the venerable Senator, there
(Hear, hear.)
was a great wrong being done before Mr. Cameron's very eyes, and it ap.
it was reserved for a very
pears that, poor, fellow, he was unable to see it
**•
C*
Amateur in Provincial Politics
revelation " to

—

—

;

wrong and to reveal it. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) I
wonder what Mr. Macdougall thinks who has left the Provincial Assembly for a higher sphere — I wonder what he thinks of the slap in the face
which the Senator administers to him ? Mr. Macdougall has hitherto
believed himself ablp to perceive what was going on and to explain ?|in4

to perceive the

—
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denounce what deserved condemnation
but money was being publicly
wasted by a Government which he was elected to oppose, and it seem*
that he never knew ot the waste or told it to the country.
He left the
appalling fact to be "revealed" by the former representative of Saugeen.
And 1 wonder what Mr, Meredith, who is expected to be the new leader of
the Opposition, or Mr. Scott, or the other lights on that side of the House,
will say to the charge of blindness and stupidity which is brought against
them. But what is the "appalling " discovery made by Mr. Mac-Dherson ?
Why, that the surplus now. after all the expenditure out of it, is not
what it was in 1871. ( Laughter.) I do not know who but the Senator supposes that that assertion is new. I do not know what intelligent politician
in all Ontario has not long been aware of all the facts in reference to the
surplus. The Senator had no other means of learning the facts than the
public had been long in possession of. The Public Accounts were published every year: the members received copies; the newspapers received
copies the accounts were from year to year discussed in the House and
in the country; the very subject of the surplus and the effect of our
legislation on it were an issue at our last general election, and have
been a matter of fierce debate during every session, and of invective in
nearly every Opposition newspaper, from the ysar 1873 to the present
time.
(Hear, hear.)
The Public Accounts have from time to time
given tables of comparison much more full and minute than the tables
which the Senator has compiled or got compiled from them, in a form
;

;

that "(he thinks) may serve his party tor electioneering purposes. The
Public Accounts for 1871 gave such a table of comparison for the years
1868 to i871. The Accounts for 1872 gave \ like table of comparison
between the expenditure of 1871 and 1872. ^The Public Accounts of
1873 gave a similar table ot comparison between the expenditure ot
1872 and 1873. In 1874 Mr. McKellar got tables prepared and priuted
unofficially, and distributed, showing the comparison for all the years
from 18G8 to 1873, aud giving also the railway expenditure and surplus
distribution.
The Public Accounts for 1874. 1875, and 1876 had ta'jles
These tables of comof comparison similar to those ot 1872 and 1873.
parison were of the annual expenditure in respect of the annual appropriations.
The expenditure on railways and lor suiplus distribution was
not inCiUaeo in these tables because they were not annual votes; but
they were known to everybody the particulars appeared in other places
in the Accounts; and there had been no expenditure in the early years with
which to compare the sums paid under these two heads iu the subsequent
years.
In a table laid before the House by the Provincial Treasurer iu
connection with his last budget speech, and afterwards published in an
appendix to his speech, there was given a comparative statement from
the year 1867 to the year 1877, inclusive, of most of the items of expenditure, and of the annual average for the two periods, viz., Mr. Sandtield
Macdonald's administration and the subsequent period to 1877. This
table included the administration of justice, colonization roads, asylums
;

and public institutions, municipalities, hospitals and charities, agriculand literary and scientific institutions, education, public buildings
and works, railways, and surplus distribution. (Hear, hear.,; Another
statement printed with the same speech gave the assets, including the
surplus, and unpaid appropriations, and liabilities.
Similar information
had been given from time to time in previous years .^ xVet Mr. Macphersou
lancies that he is the first to have discovered the true state of affairs.
(Laughter.) He thinks, innocent gentleman, that the people had never
before been told that the surplus of 1871 was not all in hand still, and he
suggests that the people have been under a delusion as to the financial
ture
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the country,

the people have been uncer no delusion. (Hear,
Macpherson who is under a delusion.
He has aiscoverea a mare's nest. He has been fancying tnat to he a novelty to every one which was a novelty to no one but
(Hear, hoar, and laughter ) After having read the pamphlet, I
himself.
should not be surprised if I should sometime soon read in the proceedings
ot some grave and learned body, that Senator Macpherson had read a paper
to announce as a startling discovery of his that the sun rose in the east and
(Loud laughter.) The Senator in a published letter
set in the west.
speaks of my colleagues and myself as being "political pigmies." I am
afraid there is somebody else who belongs to that category.
But what
according
men,
to
this
of
poor
set
great
a
Senator, there must be in public
Ontario must be in a very bad way.
life here.
Its Local Ministers are
mere political pigmies, but they are great wrong-doers and the Opposition leaders are such Lilliputian pigmies, (laughter) that, while all the corruption and extravagance, which this amateur in Provincial politics has
discovered, have been going on under their eyes they have not known it.
(Hear, hear.) But the charge is a mere piece of presumption and vanity
on the part of the Senator. The Opposition leaders are not chargeable
with any such ignorance or incapacity as bis pamphlet implies and assumes, and as made him fancy that a necessity existed for obtaining a new
I
Opposition leader in the person of the new member for East Toronto.
hope that none of the Opposition leaders may soon get into office; I hope'
that the coantry will not have tne misfortune for many years to be
governed by any of them, or by politicians of their stripe. (Cheers.)
But I must say of them all that they are wiser men and better informed
men than Mr. Macpherson is. He is a tyro in Provincial politics, while
they are veterans. The reason that they have not succeeded in making
the people believe that they have been badly governed is that the people

affairs of

and cheers.)
(Renewed cheers.)

hear,

bir,

It is Senator

;

know

the

facts.

^

ot attention to me in his pamphlet, and
he invites me to discuss his charges on the floor of the House. Well, I
do not think that the pamphlet is worth discussing there, and I do not
purpose accepting the invitation which he gives me in that respect.
(Hear, hear.) In this pamphlet of his he talks a good deal about partyism and its undesirableness. Amongst other things, referring to the
period of Confederation, he says that
*•*»,
Partyism, Wicked, Selfish Partyism
(laughter) *nad done much to mar the happiness of Canada, and that the
good men of all parties hoped that its discordant voice had been hushed."
There was a goodly number of men sent to our Local Assembly in 1867
who had no confidence in the Government which had been formed, and
who therefore, in accordance with the opinions and wishes of their constituents, did not hold it to be desirable that the old party lines should be
destroyed who believed that, in our system of Government, opposition
was a necessary and valuable feature, and that the old historic parties
afforded a basis for that opposition which should nut be disregarded.

The Senator pays a good deal

—

(Hear, hear.,)

The Truly "Good" Men.
But these constituencies and their members were not "good" men.
(Laughter. ) They were not " good" men, like Sir John (renewed laughor the Senator himself. (Hear, hear and laughter.) True my friend
ter)
Mr. McMurrich, who is presiding here to-night, was one of those members,
and if he were not present I would say that people generally regarded him
But he does not belong to the
as one of our very best men. (Cheers.)
and
Mr. Macpherson. (Laughter.)
class of "good" men, such as Sir John

—

—
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Mr. Blake was also a party mini, ho was leader of the Opposition in tho
Assembly, and his character is a spotless one (loud cheers) there
is not the slightest stain upon it.
But lie is not a " good " man, as
S r John and Mr. Macpherson are.
Mr. Mackenzie also was a member of
the Opposition in the Local Assembly, and is a man against whose honesty
and integrity no one hut his political adversaries has ever uttered aword
(Loud cheers). But he is not one ol the "good'' men, like Sir John 01 Mr.
Macpherson. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) All those who sent Mr. McMurrich, Mr. Blake, and Mr. Mackenzie to the legislative Assembly
and all the members of that body who voted with them there, and all
their constituents likewise
must have been bad men too. (Renewed
laughter.) I venture to say that the testimony ol the future will be
the reverse of all this. (Loud cheers).
Mr. Macpherson, though a no-party man, eulogises the Conservative
party leader, Sir John and what lor? Because Sir John did all could he
And
to prevent a division of the people into parties after Confederation.
why? That all parties might support him. I Hear, bear, and laughter.)
I do not
I do not see much patriotism in that, though the Senator does.
know what party leader would not willir>'ly dispense with parties on the
same terms. (Hear, hear,and cheers.)
A little farther on the Senator gives a so-called history of the proceedings
which led to the fall of the first Local Government and to Mr. Blake's accession to office, and he ascribes the change to " the absence ot a number of
members who had gone to their constituents for re-election." (Laughter.)
If he had looked at the Journals he would have found that Mr. Sandfield
Macdonald's Government did not resign until there had been a vote against
them ot 44 to 25 nearly two to one. The House consistedof 82 members,
so that a majority ot the whole House had voted against the Government
(hear, hear)
and during the subsequent proceedings of the session, after
the gentlemen who had gone to their constituents had returned to the
House, all the measures of Mr. Blake's Government were supported by immense majorities. (Hear, hear.)

—

—

first

;

—

;

^

—

—

—

Who

Governs the Government.
very fond of stating that Mr. Brown

|

r

is the head of the
Mr. Macpheraim is
Provincial Government, and was the head ot Mr Mackenzie's Government.
(Laughter.) Now Mr. Brown has many admirers, and if he was the head of
either Government, or believed to be, it would perhaps add to its strength.
But I may take this opportunity of mentioning one or two things bearing
on Mr. Brown's occupying or desiring to occupy such a position. During
the time that I have been Premier Mr .brown lias never once even asked me
for an appointment, for anybody. (Cheers.)
He has never even intimated
to me an opinion, so far as I recollect, as to any appointment. (Hear, hear.)
Further. I do not recollect any matter of Provincial policy with regard to
which he has even spoken to me before our policy had been decided upon
and publicly announced, with the exception perhaps of his favourite subject
ot agriculture
1 have had several conversations with him on that subject.
(Cheers.) Of the vast number of other subjects with which we have been
occupied, I don't think there was one in regard to which he has ever endeavoured in conversation or by letter to press any paiticular view upon me.
(Hear, hear.) But he has given to the Government a generous support in
his paper, as all the Reform press have done. (Loud cheers. ) Tub Globb
has supported us for the .same reasons that other Reform journals have
and apart from his paper, Mr. Brown has supported us for the same reasons
that other leaders of the party have done so. (Cheers.) Now, it is one of
the blessings of a Reform party that Reformers arc independent thinkers

—
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•

—

(hear, hear)
and it is one of our difficulties and weaknesses as a party that
we are ape to speak out our differences when they exist. In that respect we
differ from our opponents
(hear, hear)
who make little of their differences

—

—

or conceal them. My colleagues and myself have not always been fortunate enough to have our views concurred in by Mr. Brown.
He has had his
independent views and we have had ours. When our views differ, we laKe
our course, and he takes his. ("Cheers.) But we don't quarrel if we do not
on every subject think just alike.
passed a Farmers' Sons' Franchise
Act; The Globe opposed that measure with its accustomed vigour and
ability.
Our school legislation had the opposition of The Globe in several
respects, while it had the support of The Globe in other respects and I
might enumerate various matters in which we have not adopted His views
nor persuaded him to adopt ours.
I do not know whether you think ihat
when we differed he was right or we were right ; but it is not inconsistent
with holding a high opinion of Mr. Brown, or with feeling gratitude for his
past public services, that one should not think that everything expressed in
The Globe by Mr. Brown and his writers for the last 30 years and more has
been correct or to be approved. It would be strange indeed if, during that
long period, many things had not been said, and argued for or contended
against, which some or other of his fellow Reformers did not at the time
agree with, or do not now agree with but there is no room for doubt that all
the great reforms which had been accomplished in this country for twenty,
tive years or so before Confederation were hastened by his able and vigorous
advocacy. There is not one of those reforms that we would have got so
Boon but for the powerful support of Mr. Brown and The Globe. 1> ; last
great reform which was accomplished the prtting an end to FreTTo^ Tory
domination in the local affairs of Ontario, and the principle of representation by population in matters of common interest
we would not have got
for years to come out ior nis persevering, zealous, and self-denying exertions.
(Cheers.) In view of these services Mr. Brown is entitled to the
gratitude of all the people of this country, and even of those who do not
hold, who are far from holding, in all respects the same political views as
he does. But to say or insinuate that he directs the Ontario Government,
or shapes its policy, or is its head, is to ascribe to him a responsibility
which is unjust to him and for which there is not the slightest foundation
in the facts.
I have no reason to doubt that the case was the same in
regard to. the Reform Government at Ottawa: though o* course I cannot
speak as to it from personal knowledge.

We

;

:
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Mr. Macpherson and the N.P.
had
always
thought
that the reason the late Dominion Government
I
was unsuccessful at the elections was because of the National Policy. It
is to that cause that our friend in the chair, in his opening speech, ascribed
the success of Sir John Macdonald and his party at the late elections, but
Mr. Macpherson wrote a book during those elections daughter), and he
does not appear to at all agree that it was the ^National Policy to which Mr.
Mackenzie's defeat was owing.
It was " because the public would not bo
any longer imposed upon by the professions of spurious Reformers"; for
you see his book had made these known. (Laughter.) The Senator is voiy
angry because during those elections I attended a meeting in the county oi
" A railGlengarry where Dominion subjects were discussed. He says
way is beinfi; built through that part of the country to Uttawa, and is pel*
naps dependent for its completion upon receiving further aid from the
Province of Ontario. Will Mr. Movvat say that he did not listen to
representations or applications from the promoters ot the railway lor
additional Provincial aid?" I suppose that Conservatives who read the
:

—

3D
pamphlet may think the

fact to be as is insinuated in that quostion.
But
the truth is, that not a single word was said to me about railway aid during
all the time I was in Glengarry, nor did I say a word about it to anybody.
(Cheers.) 1 did not knoM: «nen, and do not know now, that the friends of
the railway were or are looking for an increase ot the railway bonus already
voted. (Cheers.) And it never occurred to me, in connection with thai
visit or otherwise, to give an impression to anybody that the chance of
receiving further railway aid from the Government would be greater if the
county elected one man rather than another, and the subject was not even
spoken of. We go on no such principle in our railway grants as this pamphleteer suggests (Cheers.) In every instance the grant mace to a railway
had been as much desired and as earnestly asked by Conservatives as by
Reformers. There is not one railway that we have aided which has not had
among its promoters bcth Conservatives and Reformers. What we look at
is whether or not the railway is one to which it is for the public interest
to grant aid, and we act accordingly.
(Cheers.) The Senator Has a gooU
deal to say about the

Administration of Justice.
Amongst other things, he states that the Reform Governments at Ottawa
and Toronto have created two Courts of Appeal the Court of Error and
Appeal for Ontario, and the Supreme Court at Ottawa." What will you
think of such a statement wheu I tell you that the Court of Appeal was
established as long ago as 1791 ? (laughter) and that the Act establishing:
it provided for nearly the same classes of appeals from the Court of King's
Bench as now ? The Court of Chancery was establist ed in 1837, and it was
then provided, 30 years ago, that there should be appeals from that Court,
to the same Court of Appeal. Some years later (1849) the Courtof Common
fleas was established, and an appeal was at the same time provided tor
from that Court to the Court of Appeal, which then received the name of the
Court of Error and Appeal, and retained it till the old name was restored
in my time.
Thus, part of the jurisdiction of the Court of Appeal which
we are said to have created had its origin over eighty years ago, part of ife
forty years ago, and part of it more than a quarter of a century ago. (Hear-,

—
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—

—

The Senator expresses the valuable opinion that the law allows too
reheariugs or appeals, and he insinuates, if he does not positively
assert, that we were the parties who had made the law to which be thus
objects. You will hardly be of that opinion when 1 tell you that since 1851
no important classes of appeals have been sanctioned by the Legislature
except those which Sir John added I do not say wrongly added by a law
passed in his time.
So that the whole matter of appeals in ordinary cases
nas been in existence substantially as it now is for many years before either
of the assailed Governments was in power, and some parts of the system
are owing to his friend Sir John and his Government and nobody but tho
Senator in his pamphlet has hitherto condemned them.
The Senator condemns the Reform party also for the appeals allowed to the Supreme Court,
forgetting in his partisanship that the Act establishing the Supreme Couri.
corresponded in that respect with the Bills previously brought in by his
own friends, and that the Act of the late Government not only did not go
farther than was done by the Bills of Sir John, but cut off one expensive
appeal which the Senator's friends wished to retain, namely, an appeal from
the Supreme Court to the Privy Couucil'inEngland.
In 1874 it had become necessary to increase the
'*
Number of Judges.
near.)

many

—

—

;

.

There had been no increase in the number of Superior Judges lor twenty five years.
During that period there had been a large increase in the

50
population of the Province, and in its wealth and its transactions, and the
consequence was that the business ot the Courts had so increased that the
judges were unable to overtake their work. Hence the business was falling
but there was a
into arrear. The judges were laborious and able men
limit to their powers, and sometimes suitors were in attendance at Court
The
after Court before they could get their cases tried or disposed ot.
delay and expense occasioned by this state of tilings were great evils,
and acknowledged by all to be so. Justice is not justice unless it is reasonably speedy. (Hear, hear.) We proposed, therefore, the additions of a
certain number of judges, and our proposal was appioved of by the Opposi.
tion leaders as well as by our own friends. Our opponents fully admitted
that the measure was one which the public interests imperatively required.
We called tiie new judges "judges ot appeal," and made tne hearing ot appeals their special duty, though the other duties assigned to them were
greater than their appeal duties. Mr. Meredith, in his speech on our Bill,
declared that the arrangement we proposed of making these judges appeal judges was probably the best arrangement that could be made. 1 do
not know that I need remark further ou what the Senator says when the
members of his own political stripe who were acquainted with the subject,
which he is not, have expressed strong opinions in favour of the very
measure which he ignorautly condemns. (Hear, hear.)
Tavern Licenses.
The Senator says that we have "diverted into the Provincial Exchequer a
portion of the revenue derived from tavern licenses," and that thereby I
«<niav be said to have inaugurated direct taxation for Provincial purposes ;" while the fact is. there has been a tax on tavern licenses for Proviucial purposes for more than eighty years, and it was inaugurated in the
first Parliament ot Upper Canada, instead of being inaugurated by me.
I had noted, for the purpose of remarking upon, a number ot other statements in the pamphlet, but I have occupied so much time already that I
cannot contiuue much louger. (Cries of "Go on. ")
Mr. Macpherson's Charges.
;

The pamphlet

is chiefly

directed against

me and

against

my

colleagues.

—

Mr. Macpherson entities his pamphlet, "A trenchant exposure" very
modest, is he not? " of extravagance, incapacity, and corruption." He
says, I " know what is right," but " can be persuaded to do what is wrong."
(Laughter.) He pretends to think that I " yield readily to unscrupulous
men." He charges me,
common with my colleagues, with "making
the wildest misstatements," with " misrepresentation and abuse," with
••unscrupulous efforts," with "flagrant wrong-doing," with •defending acts"
which we "must have known to be scandalous." He accuses us with
"sacrificing consistency, dignity, and duty." He says we are a " narrow.
minded and selfish clique," and " incapable and reckless." He speaks of
our accounts tor what are called contingencies as the "corruption fund or
unscrupulous Ministers-" I have not at hand two letters which he published in the Mail) and which, I believe, contained more in the same stiairu
Yet ho does not seem to think that any ot this language is abuse. (Hear,
And he implores me not to abuse him. (Laughter) His pamphlet
hear.)
may deceive the unwary, but to anybody that studies it, it is enough to
condemn him without any abuse on mv part, or by any one else. As to
the things which he says of me, I do not dispute with the Senator their
applicability to one ot us. I leave those who Know me and my public
conduct to judge whether they apply to me, and I am content to leave
his pamphlet, or the pamphlet which he claims as his, to tell whether or
not they apply to him. (Hear, hear.) The Senator condescends, in the
midst of all his abuse of me, to introduce a sentence to the effect that he

—

m

I

,

Bl

believes I am " personally upright."
or my part, I do not see hon (t man
can be as bad as lie says that I am, and yet be personally upright.
But
he and I evidentlybelong to different schools of ethics, as well as to
different schools of -politics.
(Cheers.)
While this gentleman expresses so had an opinion ot me, lie thinks a great deal of himself.
Ho
claims to be u influenced solely by a desire to promote the public welfare
and to purify Canadian public life." I am afraid that if the public welfare and the purity of Canadian life depend at all on him
and
ms pamphlet, they stand a very poor chance of promotion. (Hear, hear.)
He pronounces partvism to be "selfish and wicked," and speaks of it as
"prejudiced and pestilent," and as "inexorable and dwarfing/ Theso
There may be a party ism without any of these things.
are strong words.
There may be a pure and patriotic partyism; but the Senator's partyism
deserves all the opprobrious epithets which he uses.
(Hear, hear.) And
here, for want of time and strength, I must leave him.
Much as this Tory Senator abuses the Reform party as represented in
the Ontario Government and Legislature, and bitter as henceforward until
the elections the contest will be between his friends and tha Liberals of
the Province, I am glad to know that our legislation and our administration of public affairs have been beneficial to the whole people, and to our
bitterest opponents as well as to our best friends.
I hope that vr^ may be
in a position to do good to our political enemies (in spite ot themselves), as
well as to the rest of the country, for another term of tour years and I do
not doubt that the Reform Literary and Debating Club of Toronto will
render good service in bringing about that desirable result.
The hon. gentlemen, on resuming his seat, was heartily cheered.
li

;

—

Note Mr. Macpherson has issued a new and revised edition of the
Pamphlet, with a long appendix, dated 14th of January, 1879, and a different title page ; and it is said that a large edition is being printed at the
Senator's expense, for distribution in every part of the Province, under the
hope on his part of thereby influencing the coming elections and obtaining
some fame for himself.
Mr. Mowat, in his speech before the Toronto Reform Club, gave some
specimens of the Senator's misleading statements and the facts mentioned in
;

his Woodstock speech, as well as in other portions of his speech at Toronto,
atford incidentally an answer to other statements in the pamphlet, and to the.
false inferences of extravagance which the schedules were prepared to lead
the unwary to make.
Expenditure is not necessarily extravagance; nor
does increased expenditure necessarily imply extravagance ; on the contrary, increased expenditure may be economical, as well as prudent and wise.
Mr. Mowat has pointed out, that for the essential purposes of a government,
the expenditure under the heads of Civil Government, Legislation and Administration of Justice is the only expenditure necessary; and that it does not in
this Province amount to much more than one-fourth of the Annual Revenue
that the balance of our revenue may either be kept unemployed, or be em.
ployed in some useful and beneficial manner in the public interest ; that
the cost of of Civil Government and Administration of Justice always and
everywhere increases unavoidably with the progress of a country ; and that
the aggregate cost of Civil Government in Ontario, including all increases of
salaries and all contingencies, is far less proportionably than the increaso of
business done since Mr. Sandrield McDonald's time. Again, the chief item of
increase under the head of Legislation is for the increased indemnity of members, and the Senator speaks as if it was incurred against the opposition of
his own party, and was therefore a ground for preferring his to the liberal
party ; while the fact is, as the Senator knows well, that his feiends and
;

leaders were active parties in bringing about the increase, and in inducimtlie government to assent to it, and that the same leaders and their supporters have always defended the increase as just and reasonable,
whether
it may or may not be deemed expedient to continue it.
Apart from the three heads of expenditure which have just been mentioned, and which do not amount to much more than one-fourth of either
the revenue or the aggregate expenditure, Mr. Mowat has pointed out
that the other expenditures of a country may be much or little, according
to the means of the country and the wishes of its people
that in the
the revenue having been from the first more than was necescase of Ontario,
sary both to defray the essential expenses of government, and to enable the Legislature to make the various other grants which had been
customary before Confederation for objects, now within the jurisdiction
of the Ontario Legislature,
Mr. Sandiield Macdonald's Government determined to build a new Government House at Toronto, a new Lunatic
Asylum at London, an Institute for the blind at Brantford, an Institute for the deaf and dumb at Belleville, and a Central Prison at
Toronto ; and the same government decided in its last year to appropriate
a million and a half dollars of the surplus of previous years for the encouragement of railways.
The works so determined upon by that government were partly executed
in their time, and what was not completed before the change of government
has been completed since ; but the objects mentioned did not employ the
whole remaining revenue or accumulations of revenue, and the JReform
Party are responsible for employing further portions of accumulated and accruing revenue for other objects.
They distributed upwards of three
millions of dollars amongst the municipalities for local objects of a permanent nature ; and upwards of two millions of dollars for encouraging railways to which the people in the various localities were contributiug still
larger sums.
The Asylums and Institutions established before Mr. Blake
came into power having become inadequate to afford accommodation for the
afflicted classes for which these Institutions were designed, it was the
public desire that a further part of the money should be employed on enlarging and extending the respective buildings, so that there should be room
for all.
This was done. Was it wrong ? ISobody said so at the time, and
nobody ventures to say sojnow. The Central Prison was also greatly enlarged
for a like reason, and the gaols were thereby relieved of an additional number
of their inmates.
More also was done for colonization roads and other
Public Woiks ; more for Education ; more for hospitals and charities for the
relief of the infirm and the poor ; and more for various other objects
of Public interest or advantage.
When our Institutions were enlarged and contained an additional number
of inmates, a corresponding increase in the annual expenditure for the maintenance of these Institutions was a matter of course ; but the cost per head
is less at each of them than at simiiar institutions in any other part of the
.

;

—

—
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North American Continent. The pamphleteer endeavors by his tables, and
his references to them, to create the false impression that more has been spent
for what could and should have been as well accomplished for the smaller
sums employed in the earlier years of Confederation ; but the contrary is the
fact.
The Senator has manipulated the tables in several respects, in drderto
facilitate this impression.
Some illustrations of this manipulation have
been given in the newspapers, and in the debates in the Assembly on the
answer to the Lieutenant Governor's Speech ; and a more full account of
Iht Senator's errors and misleading statements will be given hereafter.
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