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Ir. Speaker.

"May I be allowed at the outset to indicate some of the hazards which have to be

iced by the leader of the Opposition. When 1 first rose to speak in this House, the

on. Provincial Treasurer deposited a report. On another occasion the lion. Provincial

ecreiary did the same thing, and today a custom which 1 have never seen departed

om before, by any member, has been violated. It may be that this is mere chance, but

erhaps the interpretation placed on it elsewhere will not be the same as mine.

"I would like to know whether this attitude is not exclusively one of bad will on

lie pari of my adversaries, or whether it results from sentiments which are still less

droit.

"I want to congratulate the Provincial Treasure] 1 on having ceded to the request I

;
lade to him in a previous debate, when I asked him to bring into the speech on the

udget a little more clearness and frankness. It has begun and I congratulate him. It

oes well with the reputation he has made for himself outside of this House of being

rank toward both friends and adversaries in politics.

"He has admitted that revenues come from taxes. It is an affirmation which we
i lade on many occasions in the House and for which the Right, in various speeches, re-

proached us bitterly. He even added that taxes weigh on the mass of the people. In the

ourse of my remarks, I will come back to that. We have heard that there were deficits

D operations, that there was less money in hand to meet unpaid warrants than there

rere such warrants. That is another act of frankness which bespeaks greater clarity in

uture budget speeches.

Glance Into Past

"He divided his speech in three parts, the past, present and future. You will permit
ne to take a glance into the past first. Not a very long past. I would start, for instance,

n 1897, when the Liberals of that time called our public men, like Taillon, De Boucher-
r
ille and Flynn, public robbers, unworthy of public confidence, when the Liberals of

he time shouted 'down with the taxes.'

"When the Liberals demanded the abolition of Spencerwood, because it wras too

expensive, although it is still in existence after 30 years of their administration and is

nore expensive than ever. When they denounced the Legislative Assembly as a home
)f ill-disposed, senile old men, although it still exists and those who complained of it

.hen, take greater advantage of it today than ever before.

Down with Taxers

''Down with the taxers. They charged that the Government had increased public

:axes without giving any relief to the people. These Liberals, some of them, exist today.

What was the public revenue at that time? $3,800,000. And today it is $40,000,000. The
Provincial Treasurer admits that revenues are taxes. Where, then, is this cry of 'down
with the taxers'? Let us take the regime of the present Prime Minister. In 1920, under Sir

Lomer Gouin the debt was $38,531,000. In 1929 it was $56,751,141. Increase of $18,-

300,000. Down with the taxers.

"In 1919, the liabilities of school corporations amounted to $35,000,000. In 1928
they amounted to $66,000,000. Down with the taxers. [f the Provincial Secretary has
any remarks to make, let him go ahead. I am in good mood to receive them. Liabilities

of municipal corporations, in 1918, $185,640,000. In 1927, $301,741,000. Increase $116,-

000,000. Down with the taxers.

Total increase in public debt, $165,000,000 in five years and to pay these school

and municipal debts, the school and municipal corporations have nothing left to them as

revenue. They are put into debt for roads. They are made to pay tax on cars that they
can use only six months of the year; they are made to pay a heavy gasoline tax and if

they want, like anyone else, to take a little amusement, they have to pay a tax. Down
with the taxers.
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Agriculture

"And what of agriculture? We are looking over the past. The ex-Minister of Ag-
riculture preached in the desert. He was a new John the Baptist, forerunner of this so ex-

cellent regime, which does not impose taxes. During that period we see that the present
regime had allowed, according to the words of the Prime Minister himself, the creation
of a dangerous precedent by an American company which flooded an important part of

our province, which drove our people away from their own homes. And this fine Liberal
Government was obliged to make a special law to pay for the damages caused by for-

eigners who came to our country and drove our people from their homes.

"They have done more than that. When we look into the past we see that they
took possession, by a law passed in this House, of three chains of land around the rivers

and lakes, thus taking possession of the property of other people, without grant and
without payment.

"In our forests, we know the damage that has been done, and allowed to be done.

Our forests were sacrificed for surpluses. Did these surpluses serve to diminish debt?
In ten years the Government received from lands and forests 60 millions. In ten years
total surplus was 23 millions. That is a deficit of 37 millions. And with that we have
the destruction of our forests. They tell us that the forests were only rented, but we see

the logs floating down our rivers to keep American capital rich, and we know that what-
ever the Government says, the trees will not come back.

Disaster
"I forgot to say, talking of agriculture, what were the phrases used by the Minister

of Agriculture, regarding the state of agriculture under the ex-Minister, when he

himself was one of the same Cabinet.
'DISASTER/ he says. 'The finest farms of the province both in quality and size, are to-

day cultivated at a loss. It is a disaster not only for the farmers who operate them, but for

the province. Our hay growers, seeing their system of cultivation falling, are calling for help.

It is alarming/

'One might imagine one heard the Opposition talking. The Liberal regime of 32

years has caused a disaster. Let us continue.
" 'IT IS ALARMING:—The Province of Quebec buys more than three-fourths of its

seed abroad. The result is that we do not always have seed acclimatized and that the evil

of weeds is becoming alarming/

"Again 'alarming'.

Alarming Situation
"It is the Minister of Agriculture who says so. This regime of 32 years, so loving

and kind to the people, has produced an alarming situation.
" 'OUR FIELDS AND OUR PASTURES, which cover two-thirds of the surface of our

farms, are in a lamentable condition. Fraud and; falsification. We have too long allowed the
product of our Canadian maples to be depreciated by falsification and fraud/ "

Mr. Perron: "There has been bootlegging."

Mr. Houde: "There has been more than bootlegging. I have data in my pocket

sufficient to satisfy the Minister if he wants it. There has been speculation. I will come
back to that. Fraud and falsification. It is incredible that such a situation should occur

under a regime so loving toward the people, so well disposed toward the people. Let us

continue.

Insufficient Production
QUEBEC IMPORTS FROM OTHER PROVINCES:—About 5 per cent of the bacon

consumed there. With the rapid industrial development, this percentage of importation from
abroad will increase. Another lamentable condition. The raising of horses is in a lament-
able state. Our farmers do not raise horses any more. The province imports, for a number
of years, at least 12,000 horses a year, which represents a value of about $2,000,000/

"THIS, UNDER A LIBERAL REGIME:—So kindly disposed, enjoying the confidence
of the people. Again, 'nourished from abroad. We are obliged to go abroad to buy food. We
import much beef for the nourishment of our people. It would be possible and profitable to

develop the raising of animals for butcher meat in certain parts of the province. That work
has already been much favored in some counties of the Eastern Townships/

I do hope that the new Provincial Treasurer will not allow so good a business to go

to ruin in the Eastern Townships, in which is his own county of Compton.
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Painful

"AGAIN- PAINFUL REVELATION:— We only produce about one-fifth of the fruit

which our local market receives. That is a painful revelation, when we know that the apples

we buy are not so good as our own and that there is not to be found anywhere so fine a

soil for orchards as in our lands along the American frontier, in the Eastern Townships. The

horticulturists of this province have for a long time been calling for a special attention to

the establishment of commercial orchards, in the province.

' Vnd 1 ask along with the member for Rouville who has often m this House asked

'or it, that consideration be given to the development of the eider industry which would

>e of great help to our orchards.

'MARKET GARDENING:—Is at present far from meeting the demand. It should be

intensively developed, especially in the districts near to centres of consumption. Intolerable

situation. Our province produces more potatoes than all the Maritime Provinces together.

It should be pointed out that our provincial markets are especially provided from abroad,

while our own potatoes rot in cellars. If we consider the importance of this cultivation,

especially in certain districts of the province which should find their principal revenue there-

in, we must conclude that this situation cannot be tolerated.'

"Well it will not be tolerated very long. The member for St. Sauveur has spoken

of our victories as moral, but I think he might well have spared himself the necessity of

discussing elections that are still before the courts and which may yet turn out to be

more than moral ones.

Capital Lost

"In the domain of forests, I have told you that we have made expenditures of capital

from our national domain, to the extent of $37,000,000, since out of $60,000,000 sold we

have only had $23,000,000 in surplus.

"And please note, that I am only speaking of the past, in order to follow the Prov-

incial Treasurer off the ground which he himself took up. I only wish to point out to

this House what the past has earned for us, despite the eloquence of certain speakers on

the right, who go through the country to sing the praises of this excellent regime under

which, nevertheless, agriculture is in a disastrous state.

$19,500,000 Loss

"In regard to forests, let me quote an article from the Chronicle-Telegraph, which

contends that besides these 60 millions drawn from our forests and waterpowers, in one

single transaction of the Government, in a single sale of the forests, the Government

lost $19,500,000. And I have never heard anywhere any refutation of this article of the

Chronicle-Telegraph, which passes for an organ of the Government, especially at the time

when the assistant Attorney-General was interesting himself in it considerably.

"The Chronicle-Telegraph says: 'A year ago, the Ontario Pulp and Paper Co. had

. offered $3.35 over and above the ordinary cutting fees for the Manicouagan limits; it is

reasonable to suppose that they would have been disposed to give at least the same

amount, in reasonable conditions, especially as small lots sold yesterday in the region of

Matapedia attained $3.30.'

" 'Having these facts in mind, let us calculate the loss which the Province suffered

through the unreasonable conditions imposed and still more through the unreasonable

regulations made on the impulse of the moment and on one single official notice. Of the

2,500 square miles put up for auction, let us deduct 500 square miles for the lands covered

by water and denuded lands, which is a generous concession. Calculating then on the

basis of 3,000,000 cubic feet of wood per square mile, which is again a fair proportion,

we have a total of 6,000,000,000 cubic feet for the whole concession where, at the rate

of $3.25 per 1,000 feet—which is the difference between the last good auction and the

present auction—exactly $19,500,000, a price which makes the paltry million actually

offered look very small.'

"That is what the Chronicle-Telegraph said at a time when it is said that it was one

of the semi-official organs of the Government, with a Legislative Councillor as principal

interested party, telling us that unreasonable rules and unreasonable conditions had

earned for the province a loss of $19,500,000.
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Documents Falsified

"I have spoken of the Official Gazette. I have made the accusation in this House
that the Government falsified the Official Gazette. What has been their reply? What
will their reply be? And when shall we get it? What a regime.

"Official documents of the province falsified. What a regime.

"Roads department. The work of the Ministry of Roads earned for our munici-

palities 303 legal actions for road debts which the municipalities could not pay, no doubt
because the friends of the ministry had charged too much for the construction of these

roads, or else, the cement company had charged too much for the material.

"The roads cost us, at a certain time, $30,000 a mile. At the Engineers' Club the

Minister stated that it was too dear, that there was exploitation."

"That is not the general rule," a member interrupted.

"No, it is not the general rule. The general rule is that members shout about the

beauty and the ability of the Government when they have been elected. But I am citing

particular cases.

Tramways
"There has been talk in this House of Montreal Tramways. And I think I heard a

fantastic definition of the transaction. I will tell you about it. In Montreal we had a

contract which had five years to run. An agitation started. They raised their employees'

wages in order to create public opinion. But at the same time, they doubled the assets of

the company, assets accumulated from profits, where the capital had only been a few

millions, and the assets of the company were only worth 18 millions. The assets were
carried to 36 millions, to such a point that the auditor refused to attest his report. They
carried that evaluation to 36 millions. And on that capital the city of Montreal has to pay
six per cent. Even if it requires selling tickets at 25 cents each, the six per cent must
be paid on 36 millions, of which half is doubled capital. That is why, immediately after

the new contract, they had to double the cost of workers' tickets, and increase the cost

for the general public.

"And why? Because they wanted to form the Montreal Tram-power with various

other companies that were almost in bankruptcy, in which friends of the Government
were interested. They formed it, and the Tramways Company covered the deficiencies

of the other companies, for which purpose they borrowed seven millions from the public.

The Minister of Agriculture can perhaps tell you more about it. He knows it better than

I do.

Pay Good and Plenty
"And then, the Metropolitan Commission. Another invention of this genius of the

Government, to make the people pay up good and plenty. To make those who handle

their business efficiently pay up for those who do not. The other day, I heard it said by

some one that it was the favorite child of the Government. But it was a child that was

hard to bring up. He was born with all his teeth, and he is avaricious. I will not tell

you how far he has got with his feelings.

"Under this regime of popular salvation, where we had a forerunner preaching in the

desert, under this regime certain municipalities obtained exorbitant concessions to manu-
facturers, giving them power to issue debentures, and when the factories failed the muni-

cipalities were on the verge of bankruptcy. Then the Government paternally informed

Montreal and other cities, we have exploited this situation to the limit, now you, Montreal,

Westmount, Outremont, you who manage your affairs well, we will teach you to be

prudent and efficient in your management, you will pay for those who have administered

their affairs badly.

Decarie Regime
"And thus, Montreal, after the odious exploitation of the Montreal Tramways, was

subjected to another exploitation, that of the Metropolitan Commission, and when that

got us into a certain difficulty, we had the Decarie regime. He was another John Baptist.

It was a fine regime. He was a fine man. A university president, a man of business.

That was essential. A brilliant man. We had him for a few years, and the Government,

to show its goodwill toward Montreal, extended the term of the city council.



"This is the regime of liberty. I heard Liberal speakers, the Prime Minister himself,

at a Jewish meeting recently, speaking of the Liberal party said it was the 1 party of all

the liberties. But when they do not suit his purposes, he takes the liberties away.

The Lost Note-Book
"Liberty? Metropolitan Commission, Montreal Tramways, Decarie regime, legal

proceedings against municipalities, and Maisonneuve park. There was someone who was

then in the House, who fought against the robbers; he had the names; he had the docu-

ments to prove his charges against the people who took advantage of their position to

get rich out of the Maisonneuve nark affair. He had the names in his notebook. He lost

the notebook. And for losing that notebook he was not punished. Quite the contrary.

"That sir, is a little of the past. I think there are some members on the right to

whom this past has called up burning memories. 'Down with the taxers.' Not the taxers

of 1897, but the $40,000,000 taxers. The real, authentic taxers. The superior taxers, as

the member for Laval says.

"Millionaires" at St. Julienne
"I understand that taxes are necessary for administration. But what I understand

Less, is what the Liberal spokesmen and the Minister of Public Works, said at St. Julienne

you know, where I ran away. It seems that one of his heroes had been arrested. He of the

"millionaires", charged with theft, and besides, I believe they went there in cars of the

Provincial Transport. That does not cost the province much, of course."

Mr. Perron: "Not $20,000 a year."

Mr. Houde: "No, but with four or five elections every year, and costing $50,000

each, that comes to something at the finish. To please the Minister, I would have to get

on several boards of directors and get along with my elections that way. However, in

the meantime, on that subject I am in the company of Laurier, of King, of Lapointe, of

Fielding, and of the present Provincial Treasurer, and I prefer to be with them than with

the other gentlemen across the House.

Litany of Taxes
"Let us look at the taxes. It is not /i nomenclature. It is a litany. AVe have court

taxes:

taxes on contracts,

taxes on inheritances,

taxes on registrations,

taxes on renewal of mortgages,
taxes on property changes,

taxes on brokers,

taxes on premiums,
taxes on share transfers,

taxes on insurances,

taxes on parish insurances,

taxes on labor exchanges,
taxes on companies,
taxes on transportation companies,
taxes on loan offices,

taxes on hotels, or hotel inspection,

taxes on boarding houses,

taxes on rooms,
taxes on restaurants,

taxes on meals,

taxes on stores,

taxes on vendors of products,
taxes on stationary engineers.

taxes on private detectives (laughter),
taxes on travellers,

taxes on laundries,



taxes on ferries,

taxes on halls,

taxes on mines,

taxes on fishing,

taxes on hunting,

taxes on fire prevention,

taxes on measurers of wood,
taxes on amusement places,

taxes on theatres,

taxes on concert halls,

taxes on music halls,

taxes on dance halls,

taxes on exhibitions,

taxes on race courses,

taxes on entry to race tracks,

taxes on instruments for registering on race tracks,

taxes on game parks,

taxes on rinks, (the Government had better take that one off, they are

getting on such thin ice they had better work up their skating technique),

taxes on amusement parks,

taxes on recreation clubs,

taxes on alcoholic liquors,

taxes on wood cut by colonists,

taxes on toll bridges,

taxes on municipal and school corporations for the right to borrow money,
taxes on municipalities for the maintenance of lunatic asylums,
taxes on municipalities for the maintenance of reform schools, for technical

schools for sanitary units for certain railway taxes,

taxes oil automobiles,

taxes on gasoline and on the municipalities for the roads.

Milk and Honey

"I hear whispers all around me, reminding me of others I have forgotten, but that

is enough for tonight. I will give you the rest some other day. No sir, the revenues of

the Government do not fall from the sky like manna, they come from the imposition of

taxes, and they weigh heavily on the shoulders of the mass of the people, this good
people whom the Government seeks to relieve from all its troubles—this administration

of milk and honey, since we are speaking of John the Baptist in the desert.

"Here is what the Opposition claims, and what I said at Compton, to prove that the

Provincial Treasurer is right when he says taxation weighs on the mass of the people. I

said, 'you buy goods manufactured in the cities or extracted from mines. Don't you think

the merchants have included in the prices of these goods, the amount of Government
taxes?' The words of the Provincial Treasurer correspond exactly with what I said in

Compton. And the Minister of Public Works, at St. Julienne, said: 'Do you see the

Mayor of Montreal coming here as leader of the Opposition, protesting because we take

our taxes from Montreal, and that we deliver the rural population from taxation. What
tax do we impose on the people of the rural districts?' My reply is that all the taxes fall

on the shoulders of the mass of consumers. The capital has to bring in so much interest.

I cite the Provincial Treasurer's words: 'When a manufacturer is taxed by municipal,

provincial or federal authorities, he is obliged to spread the amount of the tax over the

cost of his goods.' The Treasurer makes a sign of assent. But the Minister of Public

Works has denied it.

"It is true, he is an extraordinary man, he makes haste slowly, his motto, 'it is no
use hurrying, we must start on time' and the courthouse of Quebec is not finished yet,

and will not be in ten years.
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Special Warrants
"Let US speak of the present now. bet us take up the special warrants, that system

rhich was so much denounced at Ottawa by the present Treasurer. Does the present,

Yeasurer know that there are a notable number of special warrants here? Me is a lawyer;

ie knows that special warrants are supposed to serve tor urgent cases. That is why they

aake si) many special warrants. Every time they teel afraid of falling, they think it is

. specially urgent case, and call for a special warrant.

''But does the Provincial Treasurer really think he is going to reform the 1 Cabinet?

toes he really think his virtues, his good character, will finish by reforming this Cabinet?

|
think he has undertaken the impossible. We must leave 1 that to the people. They are

tble to do it.

"According to art. 9, chap. 21 of the statute of Quebec, 1925, the emission of special

warrants is only authorized for the payment of expenditures made in urgent cases. Has
he Government respected that law? The Government has made an intolerable abuse of

special warrants, and the new Treasurer should use his influence, his authority and his

?nergy to put an end to such things.

"Here are the special warrants issued each year by the Government to pay ex-

penditures which were almost in totality non-urgent:

1919-20 $1,751,320.00

1920-21 $ 822,245.70

1921-22 $ 980,126.04

1922-23 $1,182,469.17

1923-24 $1,427,413.63

1924-25 $2,075,603.47

1925-26 $ 905,019.96

1926-27 $ 958,872.10

1927-28 $1,242,552.63

1928-29 $1,218,113.61

"Details for 1928-29: $35,000 for legislation; $115,000 for administration of justice;

$33,000 for public education; $180,000 for insane asylums (I wonder if it was some one

who went wrong through listening to the fulminations of the Minister of Agriculture, who
caused the urgent case which necessitated that $180,000) ;

$100,000 for reform and in-

dustrial schools; $249,000 for public works; $13,000 for labor service; $200,000 for ag-

riculture; $68,661 for lands and forests; $205,000 for colonization, mines and fisheries;

$12,900 charges on revenue, and $5,752.26 for sundries.

Warned at Compton
"All these special warrants, in this Government in which the Provincial Treasurer

sits. I warned him at Compton that he would see things here that would astonish him,

things that did not fit in with his mentality. He was an anti-protectionist, He would see

many protectionists. He was against special warrants. He would see many of them. He
was against directorates for ministers, and he would mix with ministers who were sewn
up with them.

"On this latter subject, the Provincial Treasurer, speaking at Ottawa, gave a notable
example. Suppose for an instant, he said, that the Minister of Public Works granted a

contract for a quay, and that he might be, at the same time, director of Canada Cement.
You see how public opinion arises and asks whether the Minister had not granted the

contract in order to get the benefit of it as a director of Canada Cement, It is not I,

but the Provincial Treasurer who said that. He is going to see things in this Cabinet and
I know that when he has seen he will be perhaps one of the first to denounce what he

has seen.

"He has already shown signs of independence. He opposed his party on the Mont-
real Tramways. He is coming into some new and quite fresh temptations.

"The member of St. Sauveur said that it was incredible that the lawyers in the
Opposition did not protest again the Opposition speakers who denounced lawyers in the
Cabinet. T am a lawyer' he said. 'A lawyer can defend the working men as well as a
working man himself.'
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"Yes, like the Minister of Agriculture who protected the workers, by doubling the
price of street car tickets to workers in Montreal. What shall we say, if we change the
roles? Suppose tomorrow there; was a Liberal Opposition and the Conservative Govern-
ment did not include a single lawyer in the Cabinet? What protestations there would be.

But we say that some Ministries should be occupied by men of suitable profession. In
the Ministry of Agriculture we ask for something better than an amateur farmer who
puts his photograph in the papers with his model farm in Beaconsfield, where he has
learned, apparently, enough of farming to be able to save agriculture from the disaster

into which it has fallen. But before accepting all that has been said about the merit of

the Minister as a farmer, I would like to know what he pays to those men who look
after his farms at Beaconsfield and Lac aux Ecorces. I believe that the population would
have preferred a working farmer.

Sacrificed Himself

'The Minister may well say that his predecessor had preached in the desert. The
ex-Minister had certain merits. He had a good reputation in the province. He sacrificed

himself without counting the cost. He gave an example of devotion to the interests to the

farmers which merited some better recompense than the kick with which he was re-

warded.

"The member for the St. Sauveur told us the touching story of the struggles of S. N.
Parent, a former Premier of the province, who, working as a grocer in St. Sauveur, stud-

ied in the evenings and qualified as a lawyer, later becoming mayor of Quebec and
Premier of the province. For the information of the member for St. Sauveur, I might
remind him that as recompense for these noble efforts, he was politically stabbed in

the back by his own party. I wTould recommend the honorary member to go to the

Minister of Agriculture and ask him about that episode. He can tell him the whole story.

Liberties Lost

"While the Ministry is fully occupied by lawyers, our writs of prerogative are

abolished. My friends, my supporters, anyone can be put in prison, but no one must

speak a word of these writs of prerogative of habeas corpus and certiorari, at least not

when the Minister of Public Works is here. Under the regime of the present Prime

Minister, who has all the merits and all the talents and courage—oh, yes, he has lots of

courage to stand for all that he does stand for—nevertheless, he is one of the first

lawyers of the province, it is he who has suppressed our liberties. I intend to demand in

this House the re-establishment of all the liberties that are granted to us by the Magna
Charta of England. I demand it and the public demands it and the people will not rest

until they get it."

Premier Taschereau: "I rise to a point of order. The honorable member is criticizing

a law now. To do that he must propose the repeal of the lawr ."

Mr. Houde replied, that he had not mentioned any law, and was not discussing the

details of any law. Alderic Blain and Maurice Duplessis, both defended Mr. Houde's

position, saying that he was discussing the consequences of the law, not its details, but

the Speaker maintained the point of order and refused to the Opposition leader the right

further to discuss the question of writs of prerogative.

Taschereau Again

When the House reassembled after the dinner recess, private bills were called, and

Alderic Blain (Montreal-Dorion) rose to challenge this procedure. Mr. Taschereau was

insistent on private bills.

The Speaker declared that while the House ivas sitting after suspension, nominally

from 7:30, there was 60 yninutes to be devoted to private bills, and that, if this was not

all available, then the balance of the time could be devoted to them. It was 8:40 when

this decision was made.

Maurice Duplessis {Three Rivers) : "Am I to understand that we are to go on

private bills?"
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The Speaker {after consultation with the Clerk of the House): "The rules say that

we must follow the order of the day, ami tin re is no reason to depart from it by retro-

gression, or otherwise. There is provision for private bills, howt ver"

Second readings were (hen given to three private bills, and then Mr. Taschereau

palled the resuming of the budget debate, and Mayor Houde arose to continue his ad-

lvss.

Mayor Houde said: "When we adjourned, Mr. Speaker, you had just given a ruling,

when I was discussing the abolition of certain rights and prerogatives. I was discussing

the question of arrest without wan-ant, but not wishing to get a second ruling from the

Speaker like the one I got this afternoon. 1 will stop there, reserving to myself, however,

the right to discuss these matters elsewhere.

"Members to your right, Sir, during the course of this session have not been wanting

in discussion of the benefits and blessings of the Liberal regime in this province; its

accomplishments in the past and in the present, and there were even some who went so

far as to indicate what the Government was going to do in the future.

Failures in Province

"But not one of them was to be found, when discussing prosperity, to refer to the

number of failures in this Province as being less numerous in Quebec than elsewhere. It

remained for the Hon. member for Dorion to search out and reveal the plain truth in

regard to conditions as they are. It is interesting to note that failures in Quebec in 1928

totalled 933, whereas in Ontario there were only 585.

"As one of the Liberal ministers so well said, it is well for us to draw example from

outside, when it is such as we can well follow. Let us then remember Ontario.

"And when we think of Ontario, let us remember that its population is smaller than

that of this province.

"Then let us consider railroads. In this great province which has had Liberal regime

for 32 years, we are at the tail-end of the whole Dominion in this matter.

Emigration
"Yes, in a province where such wonders have been clone for the people as the Liberals

have effected, our people are still going to the United- States. I cannot give the exact

figures, because the Govrnment has no statistics on the situation. We have all kinds of

figures on tourist-traffic, Sir, but on this exodus of our people the loss of the best of our

blood, nothing. We have no data, and we never shall have, because this Government
does not want it known how many of our people are leaving the Province, while its Press

boasts of prosperity and well-being.

"Then take the public savings in the 32 years of such vaunted prosperity.

Protect Public Savings

"Under this regime of 32 years," the Opposition leader continued, mow have public

savings been protected?" We have seen what has happened in regard to forests. The
Prime Minister himself had to admit that a disaster might occur, and his threats against

certain of the pulp and paper companies have put public savings- further in danger and
will endanger them still more if they are carried out. There are other cases where public

savings have not been protected in this province. I will not mention any others this

evening. I know that the Premier knows some of them, and I know that, if he has de-

cided to make changes in the law to protect savings, it is because he has had a knowledge
of a number of them.

Offenses Increase

"This prosperous province! This Liberal regime of 32 years under which every one
is happy. Nevertheless, serious offenses are increasing. In 1920 there were 2,517 cases

of serious crime per 100,000 of population; in 1928, 4,299, showing an increase of 1,782

cases per 100,000 population.

"Among these serious offences, there were some that have disquieted the Prime
Minister's office. Has the guilty person been found? Have the researches been continued?
The provincial police must have made some efforts to find the author of such an attack,

committed in the very building in which the police lias its office. It reminds one of a fire

breaking out in the fire station, and the firemen there being unable to put it out.

—9—



"In this fine province, so prosperous, where everyone lives so happily, we see crown
attorneys taking part in elections, in notable manner. What are they doing there? If

tomorrow they have to choose between their political party and justice, right and equity,

what would be their attitude and their decision?

"I see from the newspapers that the Government has the intention of changing that

system, to go back to the old system, where the Crown attorneys do nothing else but deal

with accused persons.

Municipalities Oppressed

"Under this fine regime, where the people are so prosperous, so happy, so well fitted

to continue the work of their ancestors, the municipalities are oppressed by the weight of

load charges which the Government will probably have to give them back because they

are not in a position to pay, unless they are forced by legal proceedings. And court pro-

ceedings have only the effect of putting them into further difficulties.

"In this beautiful province, where everyone has so much liberty, so much that we
cannot ask for any more, there are, nevertheless, people who complain. Not exactly

friends of the Premier, but people belonging to the same political party. There is, for

instance, the complaint of Jean Francois Pouliot. Mr. Pouliot accuses the Government oi

nepotism. When one is of the same political faith as the Prime Minister. He is a member
at Ottawa, but he has already at Ottawa put forward various ideas very different from
those of the Prime Minister. He contends that the population of his district is in danger

of being. driven from their homes. The Thomas Seigneury, it seems, may soon enter into

possession of lands and waters on which, for generations, farmers and colonists have been
established. And he says that the only way to have enabled his country to profit from
the water powers it possesses, would have been to expropriate the properties, and to

assure stability and avoid the obstacles which are now arising. The opportunity occurs

to expropriate the Thomas Seigneury by the Government, by way of reparation of these

many unfortunate circumstances. That is the demand of Mr. Pouliot, Liberal member
for Temiscouata. Where are we heading for?

Status of Parishes

"He says: "The only compensation possible, is to expropriate the rights of the real

owners and lessees of the Thomas Seigneury, so as to assure stability and do away with

the obstacles to the normal development of the parishes of St. Louis de Ha-Ha, Cabano,
Notre Dame du Lac, Ste. Rose du Degele.' I feel all the more justified in making again

representations on this subject, in that this demand has been strongly supported by my
distinguished colleague, Leon Casgrain, in public on three occasions, in the presence of

the new Minister of Colonization, during his visit last autumn to the country. If the

son-in-law of Mr. Taschereau, who is the insurance agent for the Liquor Commission.' "

Pouliot 's Complaint

Mr. Taschereau: "That is the word of Mr. Pouliot."

Mr. Houde: "Ah, then you deny him, let us go on. 'And if his brother, who is a

director of a dozen big companies.' I wonder if he will deny his brother too? 'Who is

director of a dozen big companies since the time of Mazarin, were the colonists estab-

lished in one of the above-mentioned parishers, the matter would be quickly settled. It-

is unfortunate that his family does not go as far as Ste. Rose, passing by St. Louis,

Cabano, Notre Dame du Lac, making a little detour by Squatteck and Ste. Juste. A little

goodwill is all that is necessary, on the part of the Quebec Government, to settle this

vital question for the county of Temiscouata. As long as the Prime Minister does not

show a better disposition we shall, without false pity and with full force, apply to him
the correction he deserves.'

"

Mr. Taschereau: "We would need millions for that."

Mr. Houde: "But if the Premier needs millions, he should go to the former Pro-

vincial Treasurer. Every time the latter would give him a few millions, he would show a

bigger surplus than before.
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Administer Correction

I have no doubt, that if I do not retain my temper, the Prime Minister will apply all

the articles of Parliamentary procedure which he knows and will tie my hands behind

my back, and give the same correction that .lean Francois Pouliot contends that he de-

serves.

"May I be permitted, now, to speak coincidentally of the Ministry where most of

the ministers are generally company directors. This afternoon I heard the eloquence with

which the member for Bonaventure lined himself up squarely in favor of ministers in that

situation. I would like simply to read an extract from the Montreal Herald on that

subject."

Mr. Perron: "The Baron, again the Baron."

Mr. Houde: "The Minister evidently sees the Baron everywhere. Very well, here

is what Mr. Perron's Baron says: "Al Smith resigns'. It continues, not with what any

Baron said, but what Al Smith did. 'When he became leader of the Conservative party

in Canada, Mr. R. B. Bennett resigned from directorates of all business firms with which

he had been associated, and he gave a striking illustration of the sincerity of his inten-

tions and of the sacrifices he was willing to make in order to be able to work with free

and unbiassed mind for the good of his country. Now listen to this statement from Al
Smith, former governor of New York State: T resigned from the board of the Metro-
politan Insurance Company, says Mr. Smith, 'because I did not think it convenient to be

a director of the Metropolitan Life and at the same time to be at the head of a real

estate company which was applying for a large loan from the Metropolitan Life with
which to erect a building.' He was no longer governor of New7 York. He was at the head
of a real estate body and at the same time director of the Metropolitan. He had not
been associated with the regime of this Province. It was purely a matter of business

ethics.' And the Herald adds, 'there may be business men here and there, who might clip

this statement out, and put it under clear glass.'
"

Perron Excited

Mr. Perron: "The Baron has never had any clear glass. He never handled anv of

it".

Mr. Houde (continues reading) :
" 'And place it on his desk as a paper weight'. Now,

let us talk of the Baron, seeing Mr. Perron wants it. While the Baron Atholstan (a .title

I would prefer to that of the present Minister of Agriculture) was asking this province

to give as much money as he himself would give, namely $500,000 to fight tuberculosis

in this Province, the Minister of Agriculture was lawj^er for Lome C. Webster, who made
the City of Montreal pay millions too much for the Montreal Water and Power".

Mr. Perron and several other members interrupted at once at this point, and a voice

from the Opposition benches was heard to shout: "Order, this is not a meeting of Canada
Ce?nent.

,,

Mr. Perron continued murmuring in a voice unintelligible to the press gallery, and
Mr. Houde turned toward him. Ts that enough of the Baron?"

Mr. Perron: "You are his double."

Mr. Houde: "There is hardly any one whose double I would not consent to be,

excepting only the Minister of Agriculture". The noise of interruptions became so loud
and continuous that Mr. Houde turned toward the Speaker, asking him: "Mr. Speaker,
I am compelled to ask you to tell me who has the floor at this moment."

The Speaker: "The member for St. Mary's has the floor, and if the members of

both sides of the House do not respect the rules of the House, I shall have to take steps

to enforce them."
Lack of Decency

Mr. Houde continued: "One can appreciate the lack of decency, as the Provincial

Treasurer says, of a minister who is a member of a company as well as a member of the

Government. In France, for instance, they pass laws that no member of the legislative

body may be even a member of any company, regardless of whether it does business

with the Government or not."
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Mr. Taschereau: "In England also."

Mr. Houde: "In England it is not necessary. The ministers feel the importance of

it without the necessity of a law. In Ontario, not a single minister is a director of a

company. In Ontario, during the parliament of 1923-27, one minister, president of an
iron company, Mr. Lyons, resigned as minister without portfolio because his company
had to do business with the Government. That is a province where British usages are

respected. And I would ask the opinion, once for all, of the Provincial Treasurer, who
at Compton, in my presence, in his reply at nominations said, Tt is a question of personal

opinion, but I think that it is not decent for a Minister of the Crown to be director of

companies.' And in his reply to me, I invite him to give us officially his opinion on that."

Mr. Taschereau: ''Was Mr. Meighen ever a director of a company?"
Mr. Houde: "Never, while he was a member of a government."

Mr. Duplessis (Three Rivers) : "Is this a trial of Mr. Meighen?"
Mr. Taschereau: "Oh, don't be mean."
Mr. Houde: "Is Mr. King a director of any company? Was Laurier a director of a

company? Is Mr. Lapointe a member of any company? To listen to the comment of the

Minister of Agriculture, one would think he is in his private office, ordering everyone,

laughing at those who have not succeeded in querying the amounts of his dividends.

Some people may call that frankness but others would call it cynicism."

Lives on Public Money
Mr. Perron: "He does not live on public money."
Mr. Houde: "The Minister of Agriculture has never in his life lived otherwise than

at the public expense, with all sorts of private bills to introduce to the Legislature, that

brings him in as fees, numerous dollars. I think we might call him the minister of the

golden calf. There are others who are rich like the minister, and who maintain that they

are not maintained by the public.

The Liberals of former days criticised the Conservative Government because in

four years of that regime they had spent $40,000 that was $10,000 per year, for publicity.

But in eight months, in 1928-29, the newspapers who vaunt the merits of the Government
and attack its adversaries, newspapers which publish contributions from ex-ministers,

they received $300,000. That is seven times as much in money and four times as much
in number of months. That is a most glaring admission.

"In this province, with its good, essentially Liberal Government, with all sorts of

aspirations, the workers employed by contractors for the Government, on this eternal

courthouse of Quebec, receive 30 cents an hour. The contractors charge 40 cents to the

Government, and the Government pays the contractors 12y2 per cent on the labor, that

is 2 J/2 per cent more than the Bank of Montreal pays in similar circumstances. The
contractor charges 10 cents more than he pays, and gets 2 J/2 per cent besides, for watching
the workers.

"I read this evening, the petition of the working class to the Government. One of

the articles, was one day of rest in seven.

Lord's Day Act
"The other day the Prime Minister asked the Opposition what companies had not

respected the Lord's Day Act. I would ask him to ask the delegation which came to see

him today."
Mr. Taschereau: "I asked them. And they could not furnish one name."
Mr. Houde: "The Prime Minister must have intimidated them, because here is

their printed petition. However, the Opposition will make known some cases and we shall

expect that the Government will do its duty."
Mr. Taschereau: "It will."

Mr. Houde: "Now, the question of family allowances. The fair wages clause, the

old age pensions, the treatment of labor accidents, all these things have been asked for

by the labor delegation received by the Premier this morning. The Premier took the

opportunity this morning of telling the delegation that he would show himself intransig-

ant as regards the Lord's Day Act and would enforce respect of the law. I hope he will

give equal consideration to the other demands of the delegation.

—12—



"In regard to pension?, the Prime 1 suf-

ficient respect for our parents to take care of them <
. that the province is

not ripe for this pro- - ment now intends appointing a com-
ssi n to inquire and see whether the Prime Mini— light in formulating that

opinion or not.

•"I have received a letter, which you will p< I to the House. It come-

directly in conflict with the Premier's staten .t children are willing - Lpport

their parents. The Ministi i may s - -member of this House, whose
e does not appear in the letter. It is at the disposal of the Premiei

"Would not Contribute
Mr. Houde ead :

; th that t' 72 irs old, and had
great difficulty through the fact that his child 'rilling to contribute anything

I that for th ' 'ongly in favor of the old age \»

\, which would mak t& partly, if not entirely, independent of their children.

inter also cited the case of
'

oho was 82 years old and was obliged to

hich would not \ -ary if there were an old age pension system.

Mr. Houde: "And the Provincial Secretary himself says he will bring in legislation

to prevent the separation of old men from thei -. The case must be known to the

Premier and to the great majority of members in this House. It is a case that occurs

even* day. As Mayor of Montreal I had many who come to my office to urge that

the Opposition persist in calling for old ag 3. And all this in our prosperous
province, under a Liberal regime oi 32 years, with a Government which has been in power
over this good people, so heavily overtaxed and having so little opportunity at home

many of them move out to the United States.

Widows Pens:
'The same delegation yesterday spoke of pensions for widows and orphans. Too

long we have left women and children in that situation to fight for themselves. Today
the wife who loses her husband, mother of two or three children, is obliged the day he

dies, to take the road to the factory. But : ind a way to place her children

in institutions. If they are boys and girls, the boys go to one institution, the girls to

another growing up apart so that at 16 they do not know each other, and have learned

to curse their fate. On the way to the factory, she meets a father of a family, whose
bread is taken from his mouth because she is doing the work he should do. although she

is not physically fit for it. And he also curses the fate that is forced upon him.

•"And the mother, earning a hard living, lives without knowing the children sh<

--ling to keep, and learns also to curse the fate forced upon her by a Government
which refuses her pension. And that Government must bear the blame and endure the

weight of all the maledictions of those ^u::t:

Emigration to
•'The Mini-' r : A_:. ulti has told us. that in this province, we do not produce

enough to feed ours 3. In this province, where $60,000,000. worth of forest and water
power resources have been alienated, we do not even feed ourse. it any wonder that

our people are taking the road to the Unit< Si s, where there are higher wages, where
there are pen-: ns I r the ag xer the prosperity of

municipalities governs for the benefit of the people

instead of for the benefit of its own members and friends.

"This Govern:.. so dearly for bridges which they
have built, that even members of the . d worried over the matter. They
have even taken the char. - - _ influential members of the Government.

"Another promise disregarded by the Government. Grants for schools have dim-
inished from year to y- Sch re underpaid, but the Government -

is not their business. How can you expeel sent salaries, to form an edu-

cational body that will make eminent doing to

remedy the situation? The _ and if she complains.

she must do it very quietly, or else s |S not the Government's
business, why does in the matter of building schools? Until
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the Government has intervened to institute grants to school municipalities for the pay-
ment of better salaries to teachers, it will not have done its duty. The municipalities

alone have not the means to meet these obligations.

Paper Crisis

"These are things that are happening today. But I would like to say a word on the

paper crisis. I have already said that the Government allowed the creation of a state

within the state in this province. I have added that the Government had not taken the

situation in hand, and that it could not settle it. That there was a company that had
grown so powerful that it did not care for the Prime Minister or his Government. There
is proof of this in the statement of the Prime Minister, when he said that the Inter-

national Paper, knowing the power of the Government had to increase or treble the

cutting rights, had passed a contract in the United States for five years, without knowing
what the cutting price would be. Is that not proof of the most flagrant kind, that this

company cares nothing for the Premier, but has built up a state within the state in this

province? We have said, that the Premier begged Mr. Graustein not to start a crisis in

this Province. The Premier objected to the position in which we placed him.

Could Do Nothing
"But the newspapers reported the other day an interview between the Premier and

the unemployed paper mill workers, out of work through the low prices set by that

particular company. And the Prime Minister told those workers that he could not do

anything about it. Yet who caused this situation? We have heard of the agricultural

disaster, we have heard of the disaster of our forests, and now we have a disaster in our

pulp and paper industry, and the Prime Minister admits that he cannot do a thing about
it. What a fine regime. The Premier cannot do a thing about a situation which he him-
self has created, along with his Government. And I, too, along with many others am
convinced that the situation cannot be settled by this Government. Mr. Graustein must
have some reason for showing himself so independent in a country which is not his own,
and where everything he has has been given him by the Government of this Province.

I think it is true that this Government cannot settle the trouble, and I think the intel-

ligent people of this Province are beginning to thing that the Government is helpless to

deal with it. I still think I hear the Premier tell this House what important Canadian
people were members of International Paper Company's directorate. What have they

done to help the situation? Nothing. They have nothing to say. The Prime Minister

has nothing to say. Mr. Graustein rules.

"And now, in regard to electrical energy, we are exporting, or going to export, 500,-

000 h.p. to Ontario, 250,000 by the Beauharnois and 250,000 by the Gatineau Power. And
this to permit Ontario to export electricity, the surplus of their electricity, to the United
States. We sell it to them at $15 a h.p. and we charge $20 to $25 for it here. That is

an excellent regime, for Ontario. It is not astonishing that the Mayor of Montreal has

not been able to bring industries to Montreal, while 13 have gone to Toronto. Naturally,

they go to Ontario to get power at reasonable prices. Here they have to pay prohibitive

prices.

"The Telegram of Toronto said that what the Leader of the Opposition said in the

House was not exact, but that they only export power to the United States under a

contract made by them before Quebec people started to discuss sending power to Ontario.

But, strange as it may seem, the surplus that they have to export to the United States is

greater than the amount provided for by their contract with the United States.

Cannot Stop Current
"And, once you have started to give the current, you cannot stop it. I see the

Minister of Lands smiling. But if only he and his department are there to stop it there

is little hope.

"We have seen recently how the Washington Government ordered Chicago to reduce

its diversion of water. Chicago refused to obey the order. And now the judgment of the

Supreme Court leaves Chicago the right to reduce gradually their lowering of the level

of Lake Michigan. And do you think, once factories have been established, based on the

supply of electrical energy, that the Governments of Ontario or Quebec or even of the
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United States could stop this supply of energy? Do you think they would say 'Thank
you for letting us have it so long' and let it go at that?

"I have no illusions on the consequences of my attitude 1 on this subject. I know well

that if I combat the Montreal Light, the Shawinigan, the Duke Price, the Quebec Power,
the Beauharnois Power, the Gatineau Power, these companies will take the profits that

they realize from our water powers and from the exploitation of our forests, to get rid of

me tomorrow.

"It is elementary. That is how it happens, and the Minister of Forests has no right

to say no. Because I defend my own people, and the national patrimony of my ancestors,

because 1 want to see my Province prospering and developing, and to see my race happy
and prosperous in this country and because I want and demand that American com-
panies cease to behave as if this province belonged to them, these same companies will

take their profits, drawn from our national patrimony, and use them to combat me.
That is the situation.

"But what does that matter? The warning has been given.

Account of Stewardship

"That T may disappear from the public life tomorrow, what matters it? The Govern-
ment will give an account of its stewardship all the same. The people will demand it.

The clergy will arise and demand it. And all those interested in the future of the province

will take a hand in it.

"What has this 32 year regime done for my people? What role do we play in our
country, in our province? Savings, 6 per cent of the total, although we have 25 per cent

of the population. Life Assurance, \y2 per cent of the total insurance in force. Trust
companies, five per cent of the capital administered, although we have 25 per cent of the

population. Not a single public utility controlled by us. Not a single important line in

which the French-Canadians have the supremacy. Not a single pulp company or power
company that is under our control. That is what the regime of 32 years has left to my
race. What a regime. And tomorrow Le Soleil will say that I shout too loud. But those

who seek the welfare of my race, those who realize that we are no longer masters in our

own province, will be ready to hear me.

"IF THIS REGIME CONTINUES:—It means general disaster for all. Taxes are grow-
ing. They have reached 40 millions. Our writs of prerogative have been abolished. Crimes
are unpunished. Expenditures for provincial police bring no results. The Official Gazette is

falsified. It is a regime which weighs on every one's shoulders. The public safety is entrusted
to ex-convicts; $300,000 in eight months to newspapers, to hide what the Opposition has to

say, and to miscall its members. Old people beg in the streets while the Government will not
grant pensions. Our ministers are too rich to think of the needs of the widows and orphans.
Our province does not produce enough to feed itself."

"Where are all the ministers?" William Tremblay interjected at this point, seeing

the ministerial front benches all empty. "This would be good for them to hear."

Consciousness of Duty
Mr. Houde concluded: "After a regime of 32 years, failures here are more numerous

than in any neighboring province. You will not convince me that there are not members
on the right who feel very much as I do on that question. There are men who are pat-

riots, who have consciousness of their duty. And if they were not prevented by the

regime, they would say out loud what I am saying. The words of Laurier come back,

that a regime that has been in power for 15 years ought to go to the Opposition to be

purified.

"In 1812 when Salaberry defeated the American invaders at Chateauguay he saw
them coming. Today we cannot. It is cynically, insidiously, by our waterpowers, by our

forest reserves, by our business houses that they insinuate themselves into our Province.

And our Prime Minister tells us that he cannot do anything about it.

"I WONDER WHETHER IN THIS PROVINCE, the Liberals will not accord to us
the same support that the Conservatives gave them in 1897. Before the admission, the ex-
aggerations, the untenable situation in agriculture, the deplorable situation of social legisla-

tion and the intolerable situation of our national domain, I wonder whether the Province will

not realize that this Regime has lasted long enough for the good of our population."
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