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GRAFTO
AND CO L T

THIS is the story, told simply and thankfully, of the growth

and progress of one Ontario business over ninety years,

during which time it has made clothing for four generations

of Canadians. c*o Founded by pioneer Canadian stock, older

than the Dominion of Canada itself, and one hundred per cent

Canadian in tradition and personnel, it holds the unique

record of remaining under the direction of one family during

this long period, and the spirit and tradition of "one big

family" has been kept unbroken with all its employees.

c*d Starting in 1853 with one small store, it now has eight

modern stores in seven Ontario cities, including a Dry Goods

store in Dundas, besides a large and fully equipped warehouse

and factory, supplying Men's Clothing direct from Maker to

Wearer, Men's Furnishings, Boys' Clothing and Furnish-

ings, c^o For 90 years Grafton's have been direct importers

from Great Britain and the Continent, besides using large

quantities of the finest of Canadian fabrics, g+j Founded in a

day when business methods were largely on a basis of "let the

buyer beware," Grafton's were among the first to institute a

policy of honorable and fair dealing to all alike. c*o This

policy, laid down by its Founder and maintained faithfully

ever since, has been the foundation of their long success.
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NINETIETH NN iVERSARY

Mrs. /. /. Grafton, the third,

and present President, succeed'

ed her husband in 1939, and
has carried on the business
since then in the same tradi'

tions of honorable and upright

dealing.

A MESSAGE
FROM THE

^^ N the Fiftieth Anniversary of Grafton & Company Mr.

J. B. Grafton said, "In my business career of fifty years

I have tried to live up to our family motto, 'Uprightness and

Honesty'." c*o On the Sixtieth Anniversary Colonel J. J.

Grafton pledged himself to "try to follow in the footsteps of

my revered father." c*o On this our Ninetieth Anniversary it

is my desire to continue their business principles of upright-

ness and honesty. We are stewards of an honorable heritage,

and as such enter our ninety-first year of business in the firm

belief that only by applying fair and honest dealing toward all

who serve us and whom we serve, can we hope for the success

attained in the past.

^>^^yaJu Jjf. Or*aJ-Cru
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COLONEL I. I RAFT ON. V. D

J. J. Grafton, son of ]. B.

Grafton, entered the business

as a boy, and was associated

with it for over 60 years. He
became President in 1909,

which office he held until his

death in J 939.

BORN and educated in Dundas, Colonel J. J. Grafton de-

voted his long and active life not only to his extensive

business, but also to community and patriotic service. He

gave unstintingly of his time, effort and money to the welfare

of worthy enterprises. c^i> He was a Charter Member of the

Hamilton Sanitarium Board, to which institution both he and

his father contributed generously, c+j Local patriotic efforts

during the Great War owed much to his wise counsel, and—as

Chairman for Wentworth County—he took part in every Vic-

tory Loan. c*o For over 40 years he was associated with the

77th Wentworth Regiment, and later remained with it as

Honorary Colonel when it was affiliated with the R. H.L.I.

(Wentworths) Regiment—the same regiment which recently

distinguished itself at Dieppe.



A J R J. STEWART R A F T N
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^* ON of Colonel J. J. Grafton, and grandson of the Founder,

Major J. Stewart Grafton entered the business at the

age of 16, and obtained thorough and practical experience both

in the Warehouse and the Branch Stores. c^j> He became Vice-

President in 1909, which office he retained until his death in

1937. c*i> Keenly interested in sports, he was a rugby player

and a sprinter of no small ability. e*i> He held a commission

in the 77th Wentworth Regiment, and was one of the first to

volunteer for Active Service in the Great War of 1914-1918

—

reverting to the rank of private in order to do so. c^o He was

held in the highest regard by all who knew him, and his pass-

ing on was regarded with profound regret by the community.



D A Y THESE

EFFICIENT EXECUTIVES ARE— WITH THE

PRESIDENT— CARRYING ON THE TRADITIONS

OF UPRIGHT AND FAIR DEALING....

Mr. Stewart Philp, Vice-President of Grafton
I & Co.—a grand-nephew of the Founder and
an experienced executive, became associated
with the Company in 1938, after the death of
Major J. Stewart Grafton. Graduating in
1931 from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia with his B.S. in B.A. Degree, Mr.
Philp had two years' experience in the New
York Office of the well known accounting firm
of Price Waterhouse & Company and one
year in a New York resident buying office,

after which he joined the Broadway Depart-
ment Store of Los Angeles; opened a Los
Angeles resident buying office in the store

—

later became a divisional merchandise Manager.

L. Conway, Managing-Director since K
is born in Dundas, and is one of four ^

Mr. H.
1932, was
members of the Conway family to be asso-
ciated with Grafton & Co.; entered the em-
ploy of the Company in 1896 as a salesman
in the Peterboro store. In 1910 was made
Manager of the Brantford store, which posi-
tion he held until transferred to the Dundas
Warehouse.

I Miss F. G. Cockburn—the third Secretary-
iTreasurer in the long life of Grafton & Co.,
left High School to enter the office of the
Company in a junior position. Previous to
becoming Secretary-Treasurer was head book-
keeper and has the fine record of 37 years
of continuous service.
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OTHERS WHO LAID THE i OUNDATIONS

"IN UPRIGHTNESS

HONESTY"

The founder of Grafton & Co.,
Mr. James Beatty Grafton, was
born near the village of Meadow-
vale, in Peel County, on Sept. 9th,

1826. He learned the Dry Goods
business in Toronto and later Co-
bourg. In 1853 he opened his own
store in Dundas.

Mr. John Stewart Grafton, brother k.

of Mr. J. B. Grafton, the Founder, ^
entered the business five years
later, in 1858, when the firm name
became J. B. & J. S. Grafton.

Entering the employ of Grafton &
Co. in 1882, Mr. W. A. Davidson
started as a junior bookkeeper, and
rose to the position of Secretary-
Treasurer—retiring in 1939 after

57 years of continuous service.

Quiet, unassuming, and universally
respected in business, church and
community circles, he was one of
the most highly-regarded citizens
of Dundas.
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GOLDEN JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY. 1903

r N 1903, on the completion of 50 years of business, this Gold
Medal was presented to the President, Mr. J. B. Grafton, by

the employees. He, in turn, afterwards presented each depart-

ment manager with a silver replica of the medal. The inscrip-

tion, "Decus et Pretium Recti", is from the Grafton family crest,

and means "their motto is, uprightness and honesty". Bronze
replicas of this medal are in the Library of the House of Com-
mons at Ottawa; and the University of Toronto.

This fine Illuminated
Address was present-
ed to the President,
Mr. J. B. Grafton, on
June 25th, 1903. At the
same time Mrs. J. B.
Grafton receiv-
ed a beautiful
bouquet of
roses— one for
each year since
the store opened.

HJUEuD IE



DIAMOND CELEBRATION
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This handsome Illuminated

Address was presented to

Colonel J. J. Grafton, Presi-

dent of the Company, by the

employees, on the comple-

tion of 60 years in business.

c+3

At the same time, this Dia-

mond Pendant, bearing the

Grafton family Coat of

Arms, was presented to

Colonel J. J. Grafton.

"'''^^"V&l
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SEVENTY- FIFTH ANNIVERSARY, 1928

To mark the Seventy-Fifth An-
niversary of the founding of
the business, the employees
presented this beautifully Il-

luminated Address to the Presi-
dent, Colonel J. J. Grafton.

Sterling Silver Medals were pre-
sented to the Descendants and
Relatives of the Founder, Mr. J.
B. Grafton. At the same
time, similar medals were
struck from the same die, in
Aluminum, and distributed
from all Branch Stores.

Diamond Tie
Pins, carrying
the Grafton

family crest, were
presented to the
President, Colonel
Grafton, and to his

the Vice-President,
Stewart Grafton.



DUNDAS STORE IN 1853

Grafton's first store was opened b;y Mr.
James Beatty Grafton in Dundas, On'
tario, on May ird, 185 3. The entire staff

consisted of Mr. Grafton, one salesman,

and a boy.

Dressmaking and millinery were important departments of the

original store, which featured dry goods of all kinds, including

garments and piece goods. It also supplied the men and boys

in and around Dundas with clothing and furnishings, all of

which had to be imported or made by hand. This picture

shows the Warehouse and two modern stores on King Street

West, Dundas, as they appear today.

10
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WITH LONG AND

RAFTON EMPLOYEES

HONOURABLE RECORDS

OF SERVICE

M. T. Sullivan—Joining the Com-
pany as a young man of 22,
"Mike" Sullivan will—in October
1943 — complete 56 continuous
years of service — a wonderful
record of loyalty and hard work
of which Grafton & Co. is proud.

James R. Sutherland—Following in k
the footsteps of his father, who
worked for the Company as a trim-
mer, this valued employee started
work in Grafton's Cutting-room, at

16 years, and—in September 1943

—

will complete 54 years of service.

William Tighe—Only 13 years old
when he came to work for Grafton
& Co., will—in April 1944—have
marked 53 years of continuous
service. He was made Manager of
the Owen Sound store in 1922,
which position he still holds.

11
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In this modern factory

at Dundas, Ont., Men's
Suits and Overcoats are

made from the finest of

Imported and Canadian
fabrics, and sold direct

from maker to wearer,

through our modern
stores in seven Ontario
cities.
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Examining, Assembly
and Stock Room

Garments are care
inspected before being
packed for customers or
Branch Stores.

' *&umikmi
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Besides selling up-to-

date Men's and Boys'
Furnishings and Ready-
to-Wear Clothing, each
Branch store maintains
a "Special Order" Dept.
for Custom-Made
Clothes as well as uni-

forms for the armed
forces.

Head Office
• : Efficient and modern re-

cords for the Branch
Stores and Factory are
maintained here.

"r.
It)S/jy

'/7i
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Dundas Dry Goods
Store — Mr. James
McCord has been
Manager of this store
since 1928.

rrimrtim
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Dundas Cloth-
ing S*>te\ —

I Recently ap-
jgjf pointed, Mr.

Chester L.
r Chappel is in

charge of the
Dundas Cloth- ,^1

i n g store,
where Men's
Furnishings
and Ready-to-
Wear, as well
as Custom-
Mad e Cloth-
ing are soldi,

I:'
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Owen Sound
Store, 913 - 917
Second Avenue
East—This, Graf-
ton's first Branch
Store, was opened in

1889. Its present Man-
ager is Mr. William
Tighe, who was ap-
pointed in 1922.

mm.

If
t*i [

From one mod-

est store, open-

ed 90 years ago,

has grown this

impressive
showing of

eight modern
stores.

Each carries a

range of mer-

chandise to

please— in qual-

ity, style and

price — every

section of the

communities
they serve.

~S:i un

Peterborough Store, 379-381
George Street—The second
Branch Store, opened in

1892, has been managed bv
Mr. Chris. Hughes since 1926.

mm
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Grafton "High-

Grade" clothing

for men is made

in our own Fac-

tory, sold direct

to wearer, and

for cash.

This policy en-

ables each and

every one of

these stores to

offer its custom-

e r s MORE
value for LESS

MONEY.

* . •

.
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Hamilton Store, 16-18

James St. N.—Opened
in 1895, this became
the third Branch Store.

Col. J. A. MacLennan
has been Manager

since 1922.

rM>K

GRAFTON eeo UMTtD

Brantford Store,

142-144 Colborne
Street— The fifth

Branch Store,
opened in 1899, and
under the management
of Mr. Lome E. Con-
way since 1937.

Woodstock Store, 434 - 440

Dundas Street — Opened in

1905, Grafton's sixth Branch
Store has been managed
since 1928 by Mr. B. C
Parker.
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BOARD OF

President,

MRS. JAS. J. GRAFTON
Dundas, Ont.

Vice-President,

MR. STEWART PHILP
Dundas, Ont.

Managing-Director,

MR. HERBERT L. CONWAY
Brantford, Ont.

MRS. J. A. McCOLLUM
Toronto, Ont.

MR. BENJAMIN C. PARKER
Woodstock, Ont.

COL. JOHN A. MacLENNAN
Dundas, Ont.

MR. JOSEPH F. HICKEY
London, Ont.

MR. W. CHRISTOPHER HUGHES
Peterboro, Ont.

MR. WILLIAM TIGHE
Owen Sound, Ont.

16
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This registered Trade Mark,

"High Grade", was granted in

1906, and has ever since been the

symbol as well as the guarantee

of entire satisfaction to every

customer, with every transaction.

It stands for the utmost that can

be put into Men's Clothing, at a

maker - to - wearer price that al-

ways upholds Grafton's ninety-

year record of honorable and

fair dealing.


