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Canada, Past and Present

CANADA, as we know it to-day, and as we see it on

the map of North America, is a gigantic and very

irregular parallelogram. It suggests a jigsaw puzzle, many

of the fragments of which are still lying about loose, waiting

for some ingenious Titan to fit them into place; and some

are unaccountably attached to the sides of the parallelogram.

One feels that Nature, in the first instance, might have made

a more symmetrical' job of the Dominion by dropping parts

of the Arctic Archipelago into Hudson Bay, and by using

Xova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Anticosti and the

peninsula of Ontario to fill in the gap on the eastern side

known as the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Be that as it may, and taking the country as it was

carelessly abandoned so many million years ago, we find that

its southernmost point is in latitude 41°4r—which, sur-

prisingly, overlaps California—and its northernmost point

\\ithin a few degrees of the North Pole, while it spreads

east and west through eighty-four degrees of longitude, from

the Strait of Belle Isle to the Alaskan boundary, or almost

twice the distance from New York to Los Angeles. The

area of the Dominion—to get down to something even more

statistical—is 3,694,863 square miles, somewhat less than

the United States with its territories, and also somewhat less

than Europe, but considerably more than Australia, and about

twice the area of India.

Of the nine Provinces and four Territories, Quebec has

the greatest area and Prince Edward Island the least. A low

ridge of mountains runs down the centre of the mainland



of Nova Scotia. The Atlantic side of the Province is rocky

and somewhat l)leak, that facing t^e Bay of Fundy and

Northumberland Strait fertile and mild. Cape Breton's

function, beyond supplying part of the country with coal,

seems to be mainly to form a borderland for the lovely Bras

d'Or Lakes. Nova Scotia, otherwise, is famous for its

codfish, its romantic associations with Longfellow's Evange-

line, and a certain apple called the Russet which, like the

voice of the nightingale, conceals an exquisite flavor within

a very dull coat.

New Brunswick stands foursquare to land and sea.

Once it supplied timber for graceful Bluenose ships that

sailed the Seven Seas, and there are still thousands of square

miles of forest in its interior. Many of its rivers, which,

fortunately, keep their musical Indian names, have power tc

stir the hearts of enthusiastic fishermen. The people of New
Brunswick prefer, for the most part, to make their homes

around its coasts and in the valleys of its streams, particularly

in the beautiful valley of the St. John. Prince Edward
Island lives in the memory of anyone who has been fortunate

enough to visit it, as an endless park whose softly-rolling

hills are adorned with evergreens and silver birch, whose

rustic lanes are cut through banks of red sandstone, whose

lobsters, to the epicure, are only surpassed by its Malpeque

oysters, whose sand beaches on a sunny day are next door

to Heaven, and whose fox farms offer the startling economic

paradox of an industry that feeds on itself, the fox farmer

seemingly getting his profit from the pups he sells to someone

else, who in turn raises pups to dispose of to a third and so

ad infinitum.



The Province of Quebec, once confined to the fertile

valley of the St. Lawrence, now spreads far into the north,

to the pioneer country of Maria Chapdeleine, and on and on

to the bleak, rocky wilderness that lies beyond, still inhabited

by a handful of fur traders and wandering tribes and groups

of Indians and Eskimo. Quebec probably has quite as much

territory as it can manage for some time to come, even though

the decision of the highest court of appeal gave an immense

slice of what seemed to be its territory to Newfoundland,

and even though its people have already multiplied, as an

industrious statistician reminds us, from 70,000 in 1763 to

3,000,000. Quebec has vast timber resources, excellent

farming land, valuable mineral deposits, many industries,

and a hard-Avorking thrifty people whose likeable qualities

were made known even to those who had not met them by

the pen of William Henry Drummond.

Quebec's big neighbour Ontario, sprawling over an

immense region between the Great Lakes and Hudson Bay

—

it actually takes over thirty hours on a fast train to travel

from its eastern to its western boundary—supports the largest

population of any of the Provinces, in industries that embrace

many branches of agriculture, mining, forestry and manu-

factures. Its nickel mines are almost as famous as its

Quintuplets.

The three Prairie Provinces, roughly similar in character

and extent, are still devoted largely to the problem of filling

the bread baskets of the world, though most of the outside

world is at present unable to find either the price or the

transportation. Even in times of peace wheat is a gamble,

because of the uncertain factors of rain and frost, rust
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and insects, and some cautious farmers have found it safer

to go in for mixed farming; but as long as people continue

to eat bread, and human nature delights in gambling, the

Prairie farmer will continue to raise grain. There was a

time when the foothills of Alberta supported great herds of

cattle, as they had once supported even vaster herds of

buffalo. Farming drove away most of the ranchers ; to-day

with an ever-increasing demand for beef, the rancher may
again come into his own.

British Columbia, not unlike a sheet of paper that has

been squeezed into long, parallel ridges and valleys, is the

most picturesque of the Provinces. A land of gigantic

timber, magnificent rivers teeming with salmon that go into

innumerable cans, and irrigated lands that pfoduce apples

that compete with the Mackintosh Red in its own Ontario

home, British Columbia lacks nothing but people. Some day

its seven hundred thousand inhabitants will have expanded

into millions.

The far-flung Territories of Northern Canada, once

known only to a handful of fur traders and missionaries, are

to-day, thanks to the aeroplane and radio, being developed at

a pace that would have seemed incredible a few years ago.

Not the least of recent discoveries is the pitchblende mine

on the shores of Great Bear Lake, which has made it possible

to increase considerably the world's supply of radium, and

to cut its price by over sixty per cent.

This is the Canadian heritage, and it is one for which all

Canadians should be grateful. Let us now see how it came
to be discovered, and through what vicissitudes it has grown
to nationhood. Incidentally, to the details of its physical,



as well as social and economic, characteristics, you will find

no more compact or authoritative guide than the latest edition

of The Canada Year Book.

We think of ourselves, and others think of us, as a

young nation ; and so, no doubt, we are compared with many
countries of the Old World. Nevertheless, it is 336 years

since Champlain founded Quebec; it is more than four

hundred years since Jacques Cartier was entertained by the

Indians of Hochelaga on the site of Montreal; it is 447 years

since John Cabot planted the flag of England on the shores

of Cape Breton; and it is nearly nine and a half centuries

since Leif Ericson sailed along our eastern coasts, and may
very well have landed upon what is now Canadian soil.

Age of Discovery. Our Age of Discovery, although

it began centuries ago, is not even now complete. There

are still not a few parts of the Dominion, in the North

Country and the Arctic Archipelago, that remain to be

explored.

The early captains did not get beyond our outer coasts.

Jacques Cartier was the first to sail boldly up the St.

Lawrence, the Great River of Canada, into the interior of the

continent. He, more than any other, really deserves to be

called the Discoverer of Canada. The account of his voyages

of 1534 and 1535 reads so like an exciting romance that one

is tempted to describe some of his adventures, but there are

so many things of which to remind you in this many-sided

story of Canada that I must leave you, here as elsewhere,

to the original narratives of the men themselves, or the many
excellent books that tell of what they accomplished.



If Cartier discovered Canada, Samuel Champlain

undoubtedly made the first permanent settlements. He not

only founded the city of Quebec in 1608, but three years

earlier, with De Monts and Poutrincourt, he laid the founda-

tions of Port Royal, on the Bay of Fundy—and that was two

years before the founding of Jamestown in Virginia. But

Champlain was also a pathfinder. He explored the Bay of

Fundy and some of the New England coast, discovered the

Richelieu River and Lake Champlain, and marched across

Ontario from Georgian Bay to Kingston or thereabouts.

After Champlain, in the list of famous Canadian dis-

coverers, comes La Salle. Starting out from Lachine—so

name because it was thought to be on the road to China

—

La Salle found his way eventually to the mouth of the

Mississippi. On his road there he built, near the future site

of Buffalo, the Griffon, the first sailing ship on the upper

lakes, and sailed her around to the foot of Lake Michigan,

where Chicago now stands. Marquette and Jolliet shared

with La Salle the glory of having explored the Father of

Waters. Etienne Brule, Nicolet, Radisson and DuLhut

helped, among other matters, to put the Great Lakes upon

the map. La Verendrye pushed boldly out into the western

plains, to the Lake of the Woods and Lake Winnipeg, and

overland to the Missouri and the Yellowstone, meeting new

tribes of Indians and innumerable buffalo. Meanwhile

French explorers had also made their way north to Hudson

Bay by the Saguenay and other routes.

Long before the close of the French period, English

discoverers, Henry Hudson, Button, Foxe and James, and

others, had explored the bay that bears Hudson's name, and



travelled inland to Lake Winnipeg and the upper waters of

the Saskatchewan. Samuel Hearne made a daring journey

from Prince of Wales Fort, on Hudson Bay, to the mouth

of the Coppermine River, on the Arctic Coast. Alexander

Mackenzie found a more westerly route to the Arctic, and

afterwards led the first overland expedition to the Pacific.

Simon Fraser explored the tumultuous stream that was

named after him ; and David Thompson filled in many gaps,

and in his great manuscript map laid down for the first time

the general outlines of what is now the Dominion of Canada.

The books that deal with our Age of Discovery fill many
shelves in the Public Libraries. You may lack time or

opportunity to read many of them, but the story is briefly

told in L. J. Burpee's Discovery of Canada, and, more fully

and entertainingly, in Stephen Leacock's Dazun of Canadian

History and Mariner of Sf. Malo, as well as in other volumes

of the Chronicles of Canada Series. You may also find

helpful here, and later, L. J. Burpee's Historical Atlas of

Canada.

New France. One cannot tell the story of Canada
without a certain amount of overlapping; and so we find

ourselves back in the days of Champlain, who, as we have

seen, was not only a discoverer but also a founder of towns.

He is remembered, too, as the first Governor of Canada.

Before he died, and was buried in his own little town on the

St. Lawrence, the colony was well rooted in the soil. For
a century and a quarter it was to grow and mature, and in

that time many things were to happen that are part and
parcel of the history of Canada. Here we can only touch

a few of the high spots.



Mew France had many political, military and religious

'leaders, but of them all three were outstanding—Frontenac
the Governor, Montcalm the General, and Laval the Bishop.
It so happens that the Governor and the Bishop flourished
at the same time, and both were men of strong and ambitious
wills. Frontenac was determined that the Bishop must not
move outside his spiritual realm, and Laval insisted upon
putting a generous interpretation upon the boundaries of his
ecclesiastical sphere. This clashing of wills kept things
lively in Canada of the seventeenth century, and, even if it

had not, there was still plenty of fuel to keep the pot boiling.

Frontenac had inherited a couple of fairly ancient feuds,
on one side with New England and on the other with the
Iroquois. It was not the least of his achievements that he
left the colony—when he, too, died in Quebec—at peace
With both. He also extended its boundaries and its commerce.

One of Laval's problems was to check, if he might, the
wandering footsteps of some of his people. Many young
French-Canadians grew restive under the strict rule of
Church and State in the towns and villages on the St.

I>awrence, and preferred the freedom of the wilderness, even
though this freedom brought with it many hardships and
dangers. These coureurs-de-bois, with all their faults, had
this merit that they added many chapters to the tale of
discovery, and to the hardly less dramatic story of the
western fur trade. Without their itching feet Canada, at
the close of the period of French rule, might have been
closely confined to the valley of the St. Lawrence, instead
of spreading, even though somewhat vaguely, over a large
part of the continent.
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Of the drama that brought that period to an end one

may speak here only very briefly. In the narrow sense it

was a battle between two great generals, Montcalm and

Wolfe, and their armies and navies. In the wider sense it

was the final stage in a conflict between two rival systems

of colonization. New England and New France had been

at loggerheads from the time each was conscious of the

existence of the other. They had repeatedly raided each

other's territory; used the tribes as means of harassing one

another; interfered with the other's trade; and, generally,

each did his best to drive the other out of North America.

In the end the English won, perhaps because of a certain

doggedness that was part of the national character; perhaps

because they had a more positive gift for colonization.

Whatever the reason, we have the situation—sometimes over-

looked—that for a time, until part of them broke away from

the Motherland, British North America covered practically

the entire eastern half of the continent, from Hudson Bay

to the Gulf of Mexico. How all this was done is told in

sufficient detail in several of the volumes of the Chronicles

of Canada Series.

Fur Trade. Our fur trade goes back to Jacques

Cartier trading with the Micmacs on the shores of Chaleur

Bay; or, for the matter of that, even back to the Norsemen

bartering red cloth for furs with the Indians at Vinland, the

better part of a thousand years ago. The fur trade was

tied up with exploration and missionary enterprise throughout

the period of French rule in Canada, and was carried forward

with hardly a break into the period of British rule. The

North West Company, the great rival of the Hudson's Bay

Company, was manned for the most part with Scottish



traders and French voyageurs ; and when the Hudson's Bay

Company finally absorbed its rival, both the Scot and the

French continued to travel by canoe or dog-sled into every

remote corner of what is now Canada, as well as into much

that is to-day the United States. It is, moreover, one of

the odd facts of our history that the Hudson's Bay Company,

whose charter was granted by Charles H nearly two and

three-quarters centuries ago, has added to its ancient occupa-

tion of fur-trading a thoroughly modern system of depart-

mental stores, that ranks with the largest and most efficient

on the continent. The story of the Hudson's Bay Company

is told by Agnes C. Laut in one of the volumes of the

Chronicles of Canada.

Settlement. The settlement of Canada followed some-

what the same pattern as the settlement of our big neighbour

to the south ; that is to say, it moved fairly consistently from

the eastern seaboard to the Pacific. In Canada it made

constant use of the remarkable series of waterways that

extend, with few breaks, from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

Even in the Maritimes it clung to the banks of the St. John

River, after occupying strategic points around the coast.

From the valley of the St. Lawrence, it spread up the

Richelieu and the Ottawa, and along the shores of the Great

Lakes. The Red River Colony was an exception, as it was

one of the results of an experiment in colonization of that

enthusiastic amateur. Lord Selkirk. But when settlement

again expanded westward from the banks of the .Red River,

it followed the Assiniboine and the Saskatchewan. The

Rockies again broke the natural stream, as Vancouver

Island and the mainland of British Columbia were settled
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partly by the sea route, using as a nucleus the trading posts

of the Hudson's Bay Company.

Louis Aubrey Wood has written a popular account of

one of these settlements in The Red River Colony, in the

Chronicles of Canada Series.

Confederation. For some years before 1867 there had

been a growing consciousness that the widely separated

colonies of British North America should be brought together

for their own protection. The idea began to take definite

shape in 1864, when delegates from the three Maritime

colonies met at Charlottetown, to discuss plans of union for

the Maritimes alone. John A. Macdonald, that far-sighted

statesman, seized the opportunity ; eight representatives were

invited to go down from Canada ; and, as a result, the

Dominion was born. Later in the same year the terms of

union were settled at Quebec, and were embodied later in

the British North America Act. At first the Confederation

was confined to Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Manitoba was brought in in 1870; British Columbia the

following year; and Prince Edward Lsland in 1873. Alberta

and Saskatchewan were created Provinces in 1905.

Since 1867 Canada has grown greatly in political

stature, and, in 1931, by the Statute of Westminster, all

vestiges of its former colonial state were wiped away. The

Dominion took its place as a completely self-governing

member of the British Commonwealth of Nations. Of the

earlier stages, Archibald MacMechan has written a readable

account in The Winning of Popular Government, in the

Chronicles of Canada Series.

Communications. In the earlier days of Canada men
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moved about for the most part by water, in canoes or boats

on the rivers, in saiHng craft on the lakes. As settlements

grew and multiplied roads were cut through the forest or

along the banks of streams. These roads were gradually

improved, but many of us can remember the time when what

the motorist of to-day would consider beneath contempt

were considered very fair roads. Some famous highways of

other days were Yonge Street, which still runs many miles

north of Toronto, the Talbot Road from Fort Erie to the

Detroit River, Dundas Street between London and Toronto,

and the Cariboo Trail in British Columbia. Canadians now
have the advantage of excellent highways in every Province

of the Dominion, and the great Trans-Canada Highway
is now practically completed from Halifax to Vancouver,

while the Alaska Highway, built by our neighbours as a

war measure, may after the war help us to develop the

resources of the North Country.

The age of steam brought tremendous changes in Canada

as elsewhere. Railways were built, small lines were amalga-

mated in the Grand Trunk, the Intercolonial linked the

Maritimes with the Upper Provinces, the Canadian Pacific

bound together the east and the west, and transcontinentals

became a commonplace. The wooden sailing ship gave place

to the less graceful and less romantic but more efficient iron

steamship. Then came the age of electricity, with all that

it brought in terms of the telegraph, the telephone, the

electric railway. Then the automobile, and the incredible

wizardry of these days, flying machines and wireless com-

munications, that we take so surprisingly for granted.

The history of transportation in Canada, by land and

water, has been admirably told in two volumes of the
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Chronicles of Canada Series, O. D. Skelton's The Railway

Builders and William Wood's All Afloat.

Trade and Commerce. What can one say about these

momentous matters? Our ancestors, in the early days of

Canada, had to get along with little or no real money. They

bartered the produce of their farms for the things they

lacked, much as the Indians traded furs for guns and

blankets. It is a far cry from those simple ways to the

gigantic department stores of to-day and our vast network

of industry and commerce; manufacturers, wholesalers, and

retailers ; freight and express moved by rail or highway and

sometimes by air ; banks and brokers and insurance com-

panies; tariffs and taxes and whatnot. You will find much

that is very much to the point, including historical back-

ground, in the current volume of the Canada Year Book.

Canada at War. There was a time when the \\'ar of

1812, and even the Rebellion of 1837 and the Riel Rei)ellions,

seemed quite important, as, unquestionably, they were in their

time. But as, to our sorrow, we know war to-day, these

must be regarded as mere episodes. For four years Cana-

dians did their part in the First World War, fighting on

land and sea and in the air, so that men might be free. And
now it is all to do over again. Let us hope that, when this

Second World War is ended, we shall have learned to avoid

whatever might have been avoided in settling the terms of

peace in 1919, and that we may live to see Democracy,

released from its barnacles, triumphant in a worth-while

world. William Wood has told the story of 1812 in one of

the volumes of the Chronicles of Canada; and H. E. A.

Steele has dealt briefly with the First Great War in The
Canadians in France.
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Some one has rashly said that Canada has no history.

That is not true in any sense. Canada has a history, and it

is packed with action and romance and human interest. It

is many-sided, as all history must he. There are in it wars

and rumors of war, the gradual development of settlement

and the huilding up of community life, the growth of political

institutions, the mingling of racial strains, the adaptation of

education to Canadian needs, the relationship of the Dominion

to the rest of the Commonwealth, to the United States, and

to other countries, the heginnings of a native literature, art

and music. In these and other ways you will find much

to interest you in the field of Canadian history. You will

even, if you are interested in solving mysteries, find a

fascinating field, embracing such problems as these : Where

was Vinland? What was John Cabot's landfall? What
were the Unipeds mentioned by Jacques Cartier? What
was the enigmatic town of Brest? What was the fate of

Henry Hudson? Did La Verendrye actually discover the

Rocky Mountains? What was the strange inscription he

found on a pillar on the prairies? What became of Sir

John Franklin? Was the Kensington Rune Stone a fake?

And the Viking sword found near Lake Nipigon? Whose
were the startling footprints found by David Thompson in

the Rocky Mountains? Who murdered D'Arcy McGee?

Why was the C.P.R. built through the very difficult Kicking

Horse I'ass and the Selkirks? What became of Ambrose

Small? Who wrote The Land of Afternoon'?

Those of you who have not already done so will, in

addition to the books already mentioned, and many others

that you will find in the nearest public library, find concise,

reliable, and very readable surveys of the history of Canada
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in George M. Wrong's The Canadians and G. W. Brown's

Building the Canadian Nation. As the impressions of

a well-ni formed outsider I recommend Andre Siegfried's

Canada ; and, as the interpretation of a wise Canadian

journahst, J. W. Dafoe's Canada : An American Nation ; as

well as R. A. Mackay's and E. B. Rogers' Canada Looks

Abroad.

Books to Read

The selection of the hooks now to be reviewed has been

necessarily somewhat arbitrary. Each, it was felt, should

be authoritative and at the same time popularly written.

Some should be general in character and others should deal

with special aspects of Canadian history. All should be, as

far as practicable, up-to-date. And all should be available

in sufficient quantities to meet the needs of the educational

scheme. A book, otherwise admirable, that happened to be

completely out of print would not serve the present purpose.

The group includes a short account of the discovery of

Canada in all its parts ; two complete general histories of the

country; an historical atlas; the story of the Canadian people

and their background ; Canada's relations with the United

States ; and her relations with other countries including other

parts of the Empire.

The Discovery of Canada. By Lawrence J. Burpee.

The story opens with the sailing of Leif Ericson, in

the year 1000, to the unknown west, and his landing upon

the coast of North America ; and the later attempt of Karl-

sefni to establish a colony in Vinland. Nearly five hundred
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years later John Cabot sails from Bristol in the little Mathew,

and plants the standard of Henry VII on the shores of the

same new continent. Portuguese and Spanish explorers

follow in the next quarter century; and in 1534 Jacques

Cartier brings France into the picture. Sailing from St.

Malo, he explores the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the follow-

ing year pushes his way up the great river to the Indian

villages of Stadacona and Hochelaga, where Quebec and

Montreal stand to-day. The discovery of the interior of

Canada has begun.

In 1603 Champlain begins a series of voyages and dis-

coveries and public service, which included the founding of

Quebec, where he finally ended his life. The story continues

with the exploration of the region of the Great Lakes by

La Salle and others, and the discovery of the Great Plains

by La Verendrye, the last of the explorers of French

Canada.

The other two parts of the book deal with the exploration

of the central plains and the north country, and the Pacific

slope, and include the discoveries of such men as Henry

Hudson, Samuel Hearne, David Thompson, Alexander

Mackenzie, Simon Fraser, Sir John Franklin, Captain Cook

and George Vancouver. Each part is followed by a biblio-

graphy, and the book is illustrated with portraits of explorers,

reproductions of old maps, and a series of simple sketch maps

designed to suggest what was known of Canada in the days

of each of the principal discoverers.

The Canadians. By George M. Wrong.

No man is l^etter equipped to write the history of

Canada for the average Canadian than George M. Wrong,
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for many years head of the History Department in the

University of Toronto, and the author of a number of

important books in this field. He has to a remarkable degree

the qualities of sound scholarship and a style that attracts

the reader who does not pretend to special knowledge of the

history of his country.

The book is well balanced as between the French and

the British Periods, a quality lacking in a good many

Canadian histories. And it has the very considerable advan-

tages of being of reasonable length and bringing the story

down practically to the present day.

In his account of the period of French rule in Canada,

Dr. Wrong describes the life of the people and the relations

of Governor, Intendant, Bishop, Seigneur and Habitant.

One learns much that is of interest about the fur trade and

those foot-loose adventurers known as coureurs-de-hois, of

the Jesuit missionaries and their martyrdom at the hands of

the Iroquois, of the relations between Indians and Whites,

and also between New France and New England. We are

introduced, also, by one who has made an intimate study of

their lives and characters, to all the remarkable men of the

period in Canada, Champlain, Frontenac, Bishop Laval,

La Salle, the scandalous Bagot who could give points to the

worst of the Tammany boodlers, Iberville, Radisson, Louis

Hebert the first colonist, Marquette the explorer. La Hontan

the Baron Munchausen of New France, Brebeuf, Lalemant,

Allouez and the rest of the devoted band of Jesuit Fathers,

Montcalm and his equally able and chivalrous antagonist

Wolfe.

Of the even more eventful period since the fall of Quebec
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and the cession of Canada to England, Dr. Wrong gives an

equally satisfactory account, compressing into 260 pages the

many-sided story of Canada under British rule, the difficult

task of the early Governors in dealing fairly with the French

majority and the rather aggressive English minority; the

abortive attempt of the Americans under Montgomery and

Arnold to add Canada to the United States ; the coming of

the United Empire Loyalists and their significant place in

the building of the Canadian nation ; racial and political

difficulties between Upper and Lower Canada; the War
of 1812-14; the Rebellion of 1837-38; the famous Durham
Report ; Confederation ; the building of the Dominion and

the development of nationhood ; the political figures of the

period, James Murray and Guy Carleton and Simcoe

;

William Lyon Mackenzie and Papineau ; Bishop Strachan

and Robert Baldwin ; Macdonald, Cartier, Blake, Joseph

Howe, Tupper and Tilley ; Alexander Mackenzie and Thomas

D'Arcy McGee; Laurier and Borden, Bourassa and Clifford

Si fton, Bennett and Mackenzie King.

And the Governors General who, as nationhood came

to Canada, discreetly confined themselves more and more to

the social responsibilities of their high office. Transconti-

nental railways and the railway builders, Donald Smith and

George Stephen, Sir William Van Home and Mackenzie

and Mann. The First Great War and Canada's part in it,

with the strangely unreal period that followed, when most

of us lived in a fool's paradise, convinced that war was a

thing of the past. In the final chapter Dr. Wrong sums up

the Canada of to-day, with its resources of field, forest,

water and mine, and, above all, its resources of manhood.

"In describing a country such as ^anada, with great

18 !



natural resources and vast empty spaces, we need to remember
that resources, no matter how rich, are made available only

by heavy and often prolonged labour. If Canada could

maintain, as some believe and others doubt, a population of

a hundred million, this does not mean that she could in

any given year add greatly to her population. This is truer

to-day than it was in past days when, in a single year, the

United States received a million newcomers, and Canada
nearly half as many. Economic life has now become complex.

It was simpler when the new settler set out with his family

and his effects in a waggon drawn by horses or even oxen
and, after weeks of hardship, reached the spot where he was
to create his home. He was hardened by the long journey,

and he used his own strong arms to achieve his aims. To-day
the settler reaches by train a point near his future home. He
may have had no previous hard discipline, and he is in a
world where his arm needs the aid of costly machinery. In

production he has to compete with the best equipped agri-

culture of his own and indeed of nearly every other country.

Little wonder that in such conditions the tough peasant from
continental Europe, in his sheepskin coat, with the magic,

long hardly imagined by him as possible, of the ownership
of land, should fit into pioneer conditions better than the

Englishman who has known softer days. He tends to drift

into the urban life that now absorbs more than half the

population of Canada. Wealth from natural resources may
develop only slowly. It halts when slack demand for pro-

ducts is linked with a surplus of those seeking employment.
The farm, the mine, and the factory, all now exist in these

conditions, and stable advance is dependent on reaching an
economic balance. While this is true, fertile land will inevit-

ably be cultivated, promising mines will be developed,

factories will increase, and we may hope that happy com-
munities will multiply."

Building a Canadian Nation. By George W. Brown.

Certain particular features of Dr. Brown's history both

distinguish it from that of Dr. Wrong and complement what
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Dr. Wrong had written. Dr. Brown gives particular atten-

tion to the social and economic history of the Dominion ; he

helps to redress the balance insofar as the Maritime and

Western Provinces are concerned ; he deals effectively with

the difficult questions of the relations of French and English

speaking Canadians to each other, and, as a nation, to the

rest of the British Commonwealth, and to the United States;

and, his book being only recently published, he has been able

to make use of a number of very important studies of

particular phases of Canadian history that have been pub-

lished within the last few years. In a letter written about

the time his book was published, Dr. Brown described what

he had in mind in writing the book, and a careful reading of

Building a Canadian Nation leaves one with the conviction

that these aims have been admirably fulfilled.

"I have tried," he says, "to find a truly national approach

to our history. We have been inclined in both universities

and high schools to teach and write about it chiefly in terms

of the central provinces, with the Maritime Provinces and
the West brought in only at certain points where they seemed
essential to the story. This I think no longer satisfies us.

Throughout the Dominion, in spite of sectional interests and
differences of opinion, there are signs that the word 'Cana-

dian' stands for something in the minds of all our citizens.

The time has arrived for us to attempt a synthesis which will

give each part of the country its proper place in the story.

The task is not an easy one. Canadian history may be short

in point of time, but it is complex, for the Dominion has been

created by joining widely separated sections each of which
has its distinctive history. Several threads must be woven
into the single strand of the story.

"Such a synthesis is now possible, however, in a way
that it would not have been even a few years ago. During
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the past ten years we have had a truly impressive output of
special studies and scholarly works on all parts of Canadian
history—an output which is in fact unprecedented. This
research has opened new perspectives both in material and
interpretation, especially for the period since 1800. To bring
these new perspectives together into a simply written book
of severely limited size is not an easy problem. I have,
however, attempted to take full advantage of the special
studies published in recent years.

Another general aim is that the social and economic
history should be made an integral part of the story and not
merely be attached to the political history. It is out of social
and economic developments that political issues usually arise.
Moreover, the material progress of the Dominion is a large
part of our history, and in spite of mistakes it represents an
achievement of which we may be justly proud.

*Tn treating the French Canadians I have tried to make
them understandable by suggesting that they have developed
a type of life different from that of English-speaking Canada
but through the same kind of process—that of adapting their
ideas and customs to the Canadian environment. I have tried
to explain, not to praise, the French Canadian. To hold a
balance here is not easy, but the effort must be made. Our
future depends on French and English Canadians being able
to understand each other's point of view even although they
may not be able to reach easy agreement. We have now an
opportunity in this matter which some of us thought would
never present itself. Many people feared that war would
revive old animosities. No one predicted that it would tend
to unite rather than divide, and yet that is what has happened.
This is a fact which imposes upon us a solemn responsibility.

"Another aim is that we should understand the value of
our British heritage and our democratic institutions and the
process by which we have woven them into our Canadian
way of life. Canada has achieved nationhood as a member
of the British Commonwealth. This world-wide association

21



of full nations is one of the most imposing and inspiring facts

in the midst of a war-torn world. Political democracy and
nationhood have been achieved in Canada through the evolu-
tion of the British Empire, which has been the result of a
unique development in which Canada has played a distinctive

and leading role. We have had many demands for less

political history in our schools, but while there must probably
be less emphasis than in the past on certain political details,

there must also be a clearer realization of the broad and
significant developments which underlie our political

institutions.

"Similarly, the nature and significance of our relations

with the United States must be more adequately understood.

Treaties and disputes of various kinds are only a part of

them. Looking back over the century and a half since the

American Revolution we cannot help being struck by the

complexity and importance of our relations with the United
States. A clearer understanding of those relations is essential

to Canadians in the future.

"The period since Confederation makes increasing

demands for more adequate treatment and the importance

of the developments of the past twenty-five years necessitates

that the story be brought to the present or nearly so."

One further point is brought out in Dr. Brown's letter.

He is speaking of the importance of clothing the sometimes

dry bones of history with colour and interest, and he says:

*Tf the student can get some vivid impression of the

panorama that is revealed by over three centuries of Canadian
history—of the process by which Canada has become what
it is to-day—surely his interest will be aroused and we shall

go far towards overcoming the oft-repeated accusation that

Canadian history is dull."
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An Historical Atlas of Canada. By Lawrence J. Burpee.

This is a useful, almost an indispensible, aid to the

reader of Dr. Wrong's history and Dr. Brown's, and, indeed,

to the student of any of the books in this group. It brings

together under one cover a series of maps illustrating and

interpreting the physical conditions of Canada and its native

races. A second series covers the voyages of the Norsemen,

Columbus, Cabot and Jacques Cartier, with some of the

contemporary charts; old maps associated with the voyages

of Henry Hudson and Baffin; Champlain's discoveries

around the Bay of Fundy and in what is now Ontario; the

routes of Marquette, Jolliet and La Salle ; the discoveries of

Samuel Hearne, Alexander Mackenzie, Franklin and Back

in the north country; the voyages of Cook and Vancouver

on the Pacific coast; and the exploration of the Rocky

Mountain region.

In a third series maps and plans illustrate the progress

of the Seven Years' War; French exploration in the west;

the Siege of Louisbourg ; the several sieges of Quebec ; the

attack on Ticonderoga; Jesuit Missions in Huronia; the

War of 1812; the two Rebellions of 1837-38; the Fenian

Raids ; and the Riel Rebellions of 1870 and 1 885. The fourth

series covers political development, from 1643 to 1927. The

fifth series is devoted to industrial development; early settle-

ments in the Maritimes, Lower Canada and Upper Canada;

the waterways of the country; early communications, from

canoe routes to transcontinental railways.

In the final series of maps the racial origin of the people

is dealt with, French, English, Scottish, Irish, German,

Dutch, Russian and Ukrainian, and Scandinavian; as well
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as Canadian migration from east to west; hydro-electric

development; and the development of mineral resources.

Each of these maps, some eighty-seven in all, is accompanied

by an explanatory note, and the whole is supplemented by a

group of population tables, a chronological history of Canada,

chronology of intercommunication, chronology of Canadian

towns, changes in place-names, and a working bibliography.

The Unknown Country: Canada and Her People.

By Bruce Hutchison.

Mr. Hutchison, who is an exceptionally well-informed

Canadian journalist, with a command of living English far

above the average, has put so clearly the purpose of his book

that one cannot do better than set it down here:

**This is not a guide or a travel book. The reader who
tried to follow its broken and casual journeyings across

Canada would certainly lose himself. No attempt is made
to cover the whole of the country, and vast stretches of it

are deliberately left out. This book is an attempt rather to

give the stranger a general glimpse of the surface of Canada
and something of the substance, the people, the problems,

the history, and the future beneath the surface. It is not a

student's book, but the facts of Canadian life, as given here,

will stand up, even if there are some slips in detail. It is

written to provide not an academic investigation but what

Cartier called the 'ready way to Canada,' or at least an easy

way. It is written in the belief, reinforced by much traveling

among them, that Canadians and Americans really know very

little about Canada; that Canada is, among the important

nations of the world, the least known in its real content ; that

the future relations between Canada and the United States

will inevitably form one of the basic factors of world politics

;

and that these relations are widely misunderstood and often

misrepresented."
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The book is, then, not so much a history of Canada's

past as an account of the country and its people as they are

today, with just enough of the past to serve as a background.

In it is found a series of sketches of the plain people of

Canada, those who work on the farms, in the cities, on the

prairies, or down by the sea, from the habitant of William

Henry Drummond and Louis Hemon and the fishermen of

Cape Breton and Gaspereau, to the strange medley of New
Canadians from every corner of Europe that to-day inhabit

so much of the Prairie Provinces, and the lumbermen and

salmon fishers of British Columbia, and, finally, the totem

folk of Kispiox.

Canada, an Amefican Nation. By John W. Dafoe.

In this little book a shrewd and broad-minded Canadian

editor tells Americans, and incidentally his own people, what

Canada has become, how she rose to nationhood, and the

nature and significance of her relations with the United

States, as well as with the rest of the British Empire.

It is interesting to read, in a book written ten years

ago, these words

:

"I have dealt with the possibility of the North American
peoples, in the event of the collapse of the existing world
structure, seeking to escape the ruinous consequences of this

catastrophe by policies of withdrawal. That they could

escape by these policies is highly doubtful. The world is now
so small and so closely integrated that whether they like it

or not the nations are members of one body. I should like

to close these remarks on the note not of a foreshadowing
of contingent common policies of isolation, but of policies of

co-operation to the end that the catastrophe, foreseen and
feared, will not arrive."
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It may well be that if there had been more of the spirit

of co-operation and less of the spirit of isolation among the

democracies of the world, the appalling situation with which

we are faced today might not have arisen.

Dr. Dafoe pays a tribute to the work of the International

Joint Commission, a tribunal of six Canadians and Ameri-

cans, three appointed by the King on the recommendation of

the Canadian Government, and three by the President, which

has now been settling problems involving the relations of

Canadians and Americans along their common frontier for

some thirty odd years, and, although it lacks the customary

neutral chairman to act as umpire, has disposed of every case

that has been brought before it, some involving very large

interests, and in nearly every case by a unanimous vote.

Canada Looks Abroad. By R. A. MacKay and E. B. Rogers.

As Lord Tweedsmuir said in an address before the

Canadian Institute of International Affairs in 1937, Canada

is today

"a sovereign nation and cannot take her attitude to the world

docilely from Britain, or from the United States, or from
anybody else. A Canadian's first loyalty is not to the British

Commonwealth of Nations, but to Canada and to Canada's

King, and those who deny this are doing, to my mind, a great

disservice to the Commonwealth. If the Commonwealth, in

a crisis, is to speak with one voice it will be only because the

component parts have thought out for themselves their own
special problems, and made their contribution to the discus-

sion, so that a true common factor of policy can be reached.

A sovereign people must, as part of its .sovereign duty, take

up its own attitude to world pro1)lems."

In Canada Looks Abroad the two authors, both very
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competent to deal with the prohlems it presents, have gone

very thorcnighly and clearly into the question of this country's

relations with other countries, on the basis of her present

constitutional position as described by Lord Tweedsmuir.

They have divided their book into four parts, dealing

first with Canada's human and economic status; then with

the development of her external relations and policy; then

with the conduct of Canadian external affairs; and finally

with alternative policies.

The first part outlines briefly the physical features of

the country, its economic resources, its commercial policy,

and the nature of its population. The second part discusses

Canada's relations with the rest of the Empire, w^ith the

League of Nations, with the United States, with other neigh-

bours in this hemisphere, with the Far East, wnth the

U.S.S.R., and the problems of defence. In the third part

our diplomatic machinery and methods are dealt with, as

^vell as parliamentary control of foreign policy, our authority

to enter into treaties with other countries, and the problem

of neutrality. Finally, in part four, the authors discuss the

various alternative policies that have been advocated or

opposed from time to time, political or commercial, and in

particular, (1) isolationism and all that is implied in such a

policy, (2) close co-operation wnth the rest of the British

Commonwealth, or (3) a policy of collective security

designed to promote world peace.

In the Appendix to the book will be found a number

of important documents very useful for reference ; the

Covenant of the League of Nations ; statements by the

Canadian Government in regard to security and disarma-
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ment ; speeches and statement defining Canada's attitude

towards the confhct between Japan and China; and also

towards the confhct between Italy and Ethiopia ; and, finally,

speeches by Canadian political leaders on foreign policy and

defence.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED

The Discovery of Canada Lawrence J. Burpee

Graphic, Ottawa, 1929.

The Canadians George M. Wrong
Macmillans, Toronto, 1939.

Building a Canadian Nation George W. Brown
Dent, Toronto, 1942.

An Historical Atlas of Canada. Lawrence J. Burpee
Nelson, Toronto, 1927.

The Unknown Country: Canada and Her People
Bruce Hutchinson

Longmans Green, Toronto, 1941.

**Canada, an American Nation John W. Dafoe
Columbia, N.Y., 1935.

***Canada Looks Abroad R. A. MacKay & E. B. Rogers
Oxford, Toronto, 1938.

Macmillans will publish a new and much enlarged edition
in 1944.

**Out of print, but some copies in CLES libraries.

Temporarily out of print, new edition in preparation.

28






