
Women's International League

Against the Horrors of

Fur Trapping

Reasons For The League

(a) "The traffic in trapped furs involves one of the greatest

concentrations of pain ever affected by man, even in war."
(From vol. ii of the Animal Year Book, the University of Lon-
don (Eng.) Animal Welfare Society).

(b) "The steel trap is an instrument of torture which does

not kill at once, but causes long-drawn-out agony ... It

is the most awful horror in the history of the world." (Edward
Breck, M.A., Ph.D., in "The Steel Trap. w

)

During long nights and days thousands upon thousands of

fur-bearmg creatures are left struggling and moaning in cruel

traps, frantically trying to gnaw off the leg that has been
caught. To what end? To the end that men may make money
and women wear fur coats, wraps and scarves. Surely it is

time man put an end to all this agony which he himself so

cunningly instituted.



Purpose of the League

To bring about an aroused conscience in women all over
the world concerning the appalling cruelty involved in the

wearing of furs. Never until women's hearts have been
reached and their sense of responsibility in this matter has

been awakened can we hope to rid the world of this hideous

cruelty. Therefore they must take it up themselves.

Note:— 1. Humane traps do not constitute a satisfactory

solution because: (a) As long as there is a demand for furs,

just so long will they be obtained in the cheapest and easiest

way for the trapper: (b) It is highly improbable that a trap

can ever be evolved wjiich can be guaranteed to kill instant-

aneously animals of different sizes which are likely to be caught

in it. Nor can a box trap which only captures the animal and
which does not injure it at all be classed as humane, since it is

admitted that frequently weather conditions make it necessary

to leave traps unvisited for several days. The plea that trapp-

ing is necessary in self-defence as otherwise the wild fur-

bearing creatures would become a pest by reason of numbers is

not valid for nearly all fur-bearing animals have to be protected

from extinction by means of closed seasons.

2. Fur farming is an unworthy solution— the deliberate

raising of vast numbers of fur bearers in order to satisfy greed

and vanity is revolting to the finer feelings of man.

3. The really humane solution lies in the bringing about of

an entire reform in women's fashions which will use fur fabrics

solely in place of animal furs, and allow the fur bearers to live

their natural lives.

Advantages of Such a Reform

(a) It will enable women to buy their coats, wraps and

scarves with the knowledge that they are not thereby causing

needless suffering to any living creatures.



(b) Fur fabrics are lighter and more healthful to wear
than are animal furs; and they are unaffected by rain.

(c) The fur-fabric-making industry (now in the budding
stage) will, through such a reform, rapidly develop into a

mighty world-wide industry, and will provide work for more
hands than the fur industry now does.

(d) The trapper's occupation, inasmuch as it concerns itself

with the inflicting of pain on defenceless creatures, is bound to

have an ignoble effect upon character.

(e) Death under natural conditions, caused by animals

preying upon one another, is as a rule, violent, swift and
merciful as compared to death in a trap.

For All These Reasons, Women Should

Demand Fur Fabrics

Membership fees:—The League units of each individual

country shall have it in their power to fix their own fees.

Membership for Canada-^ one dollar per annum.

How You Can Help

1. By sending in a membership fee of one dollar and en-

couraging your friends to do likewise.

2. By forming a league unit in your own community.




