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Canada in the Anglo-American World
The other day a Canadian newspaper reported the tale that

Canada makes its policy three days a week in Washington, three

days a week in London and once a week at home in Ottawa. This

story puts in an exaggerated form something that is essentially

true. In the past our most intimate relations to the rest of the

world have been for the most part with the U.S.A. and Great

Britain. Those two countries have in many ways dominated our

lives. We have seen last week how Canada has developed in the

British Commonwealth from a colony of Great Britain into an

independent country in our own right. But this fact of being a

free nation does not mean that we are free from the influence of

the U.S.A. and Great Britain. As the Rowell-Sirois Report has

said:

"Canada's position in both her trade and financial relations with the

outside world is largely that of her position in relation to the U.S.A. and
United Kingdom, This position is similar to that of a small man sitting

in a big poker game. He must play for the full stakes, but with only a

fraction of the capital resources of his two substantial opponents."

What is the role of a small country in this interdependent

world? Will we be merely dominated either by one or the other

of the big powers? Or will we he able to stipport a policy of our

own towards the world? This question faces all the smaller coun-

tries of the world. They are wondering if they are going to have

much to say in what happens after the war or whether they are

going to be swamped by the big powers who will lay down what
is to be done.

Last week we have examined the relationship between Canada
and Great Britain—as one of the two most important relationships

between Canada and the outside world. Tonight we will examine
the ways in which Canada is tied up with the U.S.A. and how that

tie-up will affect Canada in the post-war world.

CANADA AND THE U.S.A.

North American Canada and the U.S.A. cover between them
Neighbours most of North America. Through the centre

of this continent stretches horizontally a

border of 4,000 miles. Across that border thousands of people

flow each year. Probably more Canadians (both English and
French speaking) have relatives in the U.S.A. than in Great
Britain. Motion pictures, magazines, radio programmes, flood into

Canada from across the line. Factors like these are hard to

measure, hut they make anything hut close relations almost un-
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thinkable. Going into many cities, on either side of border, it is

difficult to find much difference in ordinary every-day life.

Trade The effects of our trade relations are easier to calculate.

Before the war, over 40fo of our exports went to United

States and over 60% of our imports came from there. In per

capita figures, our trade to the U.S.A. was worth between $30 and

$40 a year to every Canadian.

The newsprint, lumber, and mining industries are particularly

dependent on American markets. If they continue to grow in

importance, as tliey have during the last few years, then our de-

pendence on American markets will grow. The effect of this trade

connection is clear. Matiy Canadians depend for their livelihood

upon producing goods that are sold in the States. If the U.S.

adopts a policy that prevents our goods being sold, then many of

us would be thrown out of work.

Investment A new country like Canada needed vast sums of

capital to develop its resources. Before the last

war most of that capital came from Great Britain. Since the last

war, however, most of it has come from the U.S.A. Today there

is more American capital in Canada than that of any other country

—more than three billion dollars' worth. What that means to

Canadian life is clear. Many of our productive resources are

owned and controlled either directly or indirectly by Americans.

This control gives them a large stake in the life of our country.

Because of this capital investment, the owners of this wealth in

the U.S.A. are vitally interested in what hajipens in Canada.

Labour It is not only capital that has flowed across the border.

Labour organizations are also established internationally.

Both the A.F. of L. and the C.I.O., the two main parts of the

American labour movement, have affiliated organizations in Canada.

Defence In 1938, President Roosevelt said:

"The Dominion of Canada is part of the sisterhood of the British

Empire. I give you the assurance that the people of the United States

will not stand idly by if domination of Canadian soil is threatened by
any other empire."

This statement, made at a time when Hitler and the Japanese war
lords were growing increasingly stronger, was clear evidence of

the close interest of the two countries in common defence. As the

connnon danger grew, the common agreement became stronger. In

August, 1940, Canada and the U.S.A. signed the Ogdensburg
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Agreement, by which a Permanent Joint Defence Board was

created. Since then, the Canadian and American governments

have the following Joint Committees — Material Co-ordination,

Economic, War Production, Agriculture and War Aid, while

Canada is part of Combined Production and Resources Board and

the combined Food Board along with the U.S., Great Britain.

Since the entrance of the U.S.A. into war after Pearl Harbor in

December, 1941, the war efforts of the two countries have been

increasingly linked.

Part of the mutual defence programme has been the develop-

ment on Canadian soil of vast projects by the American govern-

ment. The most famous of these is tlie .\Iaskan Highway, which

serves as a road to Tokyo. Tliere are also the development of the

large oil resources in the Canadian North West and many other

smaller projects. These will all serve to bring American influence

deeper into Canadian life. The story is told that when one tele-

phones the American army in Edmonton, the answer sometimes is

"American army of occupation".

AFTER THE WAR
In December, 1942, the two countries exchanged views on post-

war planning, in which they stressed the benefit that had come to

both countries from the co-operation during the war and their

decision to continue that into the years of peace. "Our govern-

ments," it was stated, "have in large measure similar interests in

post-war international economic policy. . . . They will seek to

furnish to the world concrete evidence of the ways in which two

neighbouring countries that have a long experience of friendly

relations, may promote by agreed action their mutual interests to

the benefit of themselves and other countries."

This is an affirmation that after the war the Canadian and

American governments will work closely together.

What are the future prospects of Canadian-American relations?

Cooperation The first point is that we must co-operate with

the U.S.A. On the most practical basis, twelve

million people living on the same continent with a hundred and

thirty million have little choice except co-operation. For one

thing, our economies are so linked that for Canada to pursue

policies not friendly to the U.S.A. would be extremely difficult.

Of course our connection is also rooted in friendship as well.

We are, as we have said, an American nation. We cannot forget

this. One practical means of co-operating as an American nation

is as a member of the Pan-American Union. Where most of the

other American republics have co-operated to insure hemisphere

solidarity, Canada has up to now never been a member of this

organization. Today we find that many Canadians feel we should

join this union, not only to help our co-operation with the

U.S.A., but to bring us closer to the Latin American republics.

In a recent session of Parliament, members of all parties came out

in favour of this step. There are some, however, who feel that

we should not concentrate too closely on this hemisphere at the

expense of our relations with the other parts of the world.

Not Domination Will our relations be in the basis of co-opera-

tion and friendship, or domination? For in-

stance, it seemed to many Canadians that the recent proposals of

President Roosevelt on civil aviation did not take into consideration

Canadian interests. Canada, a small nation, was to be a landing
field used for the greater convenience of the large powers that

surround her. The same thing might be true in many sphere. For
instance, in the midst of the depression, the U.S.A. put through
the Snioot-Hawley tariff that cut off American markets to Cana-
dian goods. The result of this action was that thousands of
Canadians were thrown out of work and Canadian agriculture lost

an important market. How can we ensure that in the future,

relations with our southern neighbour do not result in Canada
getting the raw end of the deal because she is not powerful
enough to support her case. In the last ten years, the policies of
Good Neighbours pursued by the Roosevelt regime in Wash-
ington have done much to quiet the fears of Canadians and Latin
American countries that the U.S.A. will try to dominate this

continent.

Cooperation with the Can we be sure that co-operation with
Rest of the World the U.S.A. is part of a fuller co-opera-

tion with the rest of the world? Canada
is not only a North American nation, it is part of what Wendell
Wilkie has called our "One World". Canada is a member of
certain international organizations — the British Commonwealth
and the United Nations. We have seen how we are developing a
new relationship with the U.S.S.R. across the Pole and with the
Orient across the Pacific. How are we then going to see that our
co-operation with the U.S.A. is related to a policy of co-operation
with the rest of the world ?

End of A recent Gallup poll showed that over 709i of Ameri-
Isolation can opinion was in favour of some kind of international

organization. If this opinion remains stable, it will

bring to an end the policy of isolation that kept the U.S.A. out of
world affairs for so long. President Roosevelt has affirmed this

as the policy of the American government when he said

:

"Wlien we have helped to end the curse of Hitlerism we shall help
to establish a new peace, which will give to decent people everywhere a
better chance to live and prosper in security and in freedom and in faith."
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THE ANGLO-AMERICAN WORLD
Though there are growing signs that a majority of the Ameri-

can people have in the last years given up their traditional isola-
lationism, there have been some who are afraid that they will
substitute for this an attempt to dominate the world. In the early
days of the war, some leading U.S. newspapers and magazines
talked about the coming "American century", when the world
would be run from Washington, with Great Britain as a junior
partner. A leading member of the American Cabinet, Secretary
to the Navy Kno.x, said, in February, 1941 : "To put it bluntly,
we must join our force and power to that of Great Britain, another
peace-loving nation, to stop aggression which might lead to a
world-wide disturbance at its beginnings. We must for an in-

terregnum of 'one hundred years instruct the world in the funda-
mentals of international law'." There was much talk of how the
U.S..A. and Great Britain must have sufficient power to dominate
both Europe and Asia, and be able to do what they liked in these
continents. Some experts even recommended that the U.S..^.
should prevent China from getting too powerful after the war, by
backing Japan against her. In Europe, we should support anything
that would stop the growing power of Russia.

A prominent American summed this attitude up when he said

:

"Whatever the outcome of the war, America has embarked upon a
career of imperialism, both in worl daffairs, and in every other aspect
of her life. Even though, by our aid, England should emerge from tliis

struggle without defeat, she will be so impoverished economically and so
crippled in prestige that it is improbable she will be able to maintain the
dominant position in world aifairs which she has occupied so long. At
best, England will become a junior partner in a new Anglo-Saxon imperial-
ism, in which economic resources and the military and naval strength of
the United States will be the centre of gravity." (Virgil Jordan)

As late as 1942, Mrs. Luce, the wife of a prominent American
journalist, and member of the U.S. Congress, talked about inter-

national goodwill as "Globalony" and said the only thing for the

U.S.A. was to concentrate on its own interests throughout the

world.

Recently, however, this kind of attitude to the future of the

world has given way before a concept of international co-operation.

President Roosevelt affirmed that the world of the future was a
world free from want, and fear, dominated by no single group of

nations, but the whole world working together. Anthony Eden,
the British Foreign Secretary, backed this statement up. Henry
Wallace, the Vice-President of the U.S.A., attacked the idea of

mastery of the world by a single power when he said:

"Those who write the peace must think of the whole world. There
can be no privileged peoples. We ourselves in the United States are no
more a master race than the Nazis."

The signing of the Declaration of the United Nations in

January, 1942, by all the free nations of the world, large and small,

was evidence to the world that a policy of attempted domination

was at an end.

Teheran. Cairo This policy of co-operation with the rest of the

and Moscow world rather than domination, was carried into

practical effect, in the autumn of 1943, when
the leaders of Great Britain and the U.S.A. met with Chiang-Kai-

shek at Cairo and later with Stalin at Teheran. Earlier these four

powers of the United Nations had issued a joint declaration at

Moscow that they would work together in the war and in the

building of a just peace all over the world. The unanimity of these

conferences may not have been complete, but the fact that the

American government put its name to their joint declaration is a

vast step towards real international organization. Few Canadians

would doubt the willingness of any country to co-operate inter-

nationally that would sign declarations such as these.

Canada is part of the Anglo-American world. We have seen

that. She is part of the British Commonwealth. She is a North

American neighbour to the U.S.A. She has in the past done much
to bring the U.S.A. and Great Britain together. Now as the fu'ure

is being made by the co-operation of the Anglo-American powers

with China and the U.S.S.R., we must see how Canada fits into

this widening picture of the United Nations. Next week we will

discuss "The New Relationship with Soviet Russia" and how we
are to build up new frieiulship with the great republics across the

Pole. The week after we will discuss "The Rise of Asia" and

how Canada with its borders on the Pacific faces the awakening

power of the Orient.

MORE INFORMATION

Canada an American Naliou: J. W. Dafoe, New York, 1935. An analy-

sis of Canada's position and destiny by the late journalist.

US. Foreign Policy: Shield of the Republic. Walter Lippman. Pocket
book edition 3*)c. A famous American columnist writes of the need
for American intervention in world affairs—a conservative view.

Make Tliis the Last War: Michael Straight. New York, 1943. A plea

for a United Nations policy to save the world from war—a progressive
view.

The Unguarded Frontier: Edgar Mclnnis. 1942. A scholarly history of
Canadian-American relations.

Canada-United States Coofteration: available free of charge from the
Wartime Information IBoard, Ottawa. A factual description of our
cooperation with the U.S.A.

Anglo-American Economic Policy: Behind the Headlines Series. Available
from the Canadian Association for Adult Education, 198 College St.,

Toronto, for 10c. A description of Anglo-American economic co-
operation and the implications for Canada.

The Inter-American System: a Canadian view. J. P. Humphrey Mac-
Millan, 1942

Canada and :' t Pan-American Union: a plea for Canada to cooperate
with the It; ^f the Hemisphere.
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FILMS

Road to Tokyo. Building of the Alaska Highway. (Running time—18
minutes.)

Smoke and Steel. A complete story of the new industries which have
been developed in Canada during the war. (Running time—20 minutes.)

REPORT QUESTIONS
1. What factors have in the past tied us closely to the U.S.A.?

Which of these factors will continue to influence us in the

future?

2. Should Canada be a member of the Pan-American Union?

3. What should be the future of projects launched during the war
in Canada by American government capital? (e.g.: the Alaska
Highway, the Canol oil project, etc.)

SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR PROVINCIAL OFFICE.

FURTHER QUESTIONS

1. Would you be in favour of the War Boards that have jointly

planned war production for the U.S. and Canada being con-

tinued into the post-war period for the planning of peace-time

production ?

2. Why do you think labour has found it necessary to organize

internationally across the . boundary of United States and

Canada ?

3. What rights should Canada guard as to her future place in

international civil aviation?

4. Certain American thinkers have described the post-war period

as the American century. What do you think is meant by such

statements? What effect do such ideas have on the peace of

the world and the future of Canada?

Next Week: THE NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH SOVIET RUSSIA

Pfinted by Associated Printers Ltd.. 64 Duke St., Toronto


