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The Rise of Asia
To Canadians, particularly those living in eastern Canada, no

part of the world seems so far away as Asia. Nearly all of us

stem originally from across the Atlantic and therefore feel some
connection with the continent of Europe. But Asia sometimes
seems strange and mysterious. We have sent missionaries there;

a few Canadian engineers and businessmen have gone there, but

still it is a place which seems to have very little to do with us

and with our lives.

Yet as modern invention pulls the world closer and closer

together, we are becoming increasingly connected with the Asiatic

world. Canada is on the direct air route between Chungking
and New York. The third largest of our provinces, British

Columbia, borders on the great Asiatic ocean, the Pacific. Just
as Halifax, St. John, and the St. Lawrence are gateways to
Europe, so Vancouver and Prince Rupert are our gateways to
the Orient. If one looks at a map, one can see that around the
northern rim of the Pacific Ocean there is almost complete land
connection between Asia and North America. The Alaskan
Highway is in truth the first step on the road to Tokyo.

The last few years have taught many Canadians how much
the East can influence and affect our lives. Seven years ago, we
shipped supplies to Japan and thought of the war in China as a
sad affair, but far removed from anything that would affect us
directly. Yet today we are at war with Japan and two thousand
Canadians were taken prisoners by the Japanese at Hong Kong.
Till less than a year ago, the Japanese occupation of the Aleutian
Islands (part of North America) directly affected our safety.

On other Tuesdays we have discussed how Canada is part of
the world and how we are going to be affected by that world.
Tonight as part of that discussion we are going to talk of how we
will be affected by Asia—the largest and most highly populated
continent in the world, awakening today to new and tremendous
importance. How will we as Canadians be affected by this vast
awakening?

ASIA

It is often hard for our imagination to grasp the sheer size
and diversity of Asia. We think of Europe as a continent of
many countries and cultures. Asia is even more diversified than
Europe. India is a sub-continent in itself with many different
ways of life and a population of 400 million. In the Middle East
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is the whole complex civilization of the Arab and Moslem world.

In the Far East is China, a country of 450 million people with an
early civilization unsurpassed in the rest of the world. In the

north is Siberia, the vast and expanding Asiatic section of the

U.S.S.R. On the eastern rim is Japan. Add to these the separ-

ate, largely unknown worlds of Tibet, Malaya, Burma, Indo-

China, all the islands of the Pacific, and one has the largest and
most varied part of the whole world. It would be presumptuous
then, in the few pages of this bulletin, to touch more than a few
leading characteristics of the Asiatic world emphasizing as always
the effect these will have on us here in Canada.

The second assumption one must make about Asia was well

stated at the recent Conference at Cairo by Chiang Kai-Shek,
Roosevelt and Churchill. The combined strength of the United
Nations will be able to bring Japan to defeat. The declaration

from that conference reads:

—

The military missions have agreed on future operations against Japan.
The three great Allies are fighting this war to restrain and punish the

aggression of Japan. They covet no gain and have no thought of territorial
expansion.

It is their purpose that Japan shall be stripped of all the islands in the
Pacific which she has seized or occupied since 1914, and that all territories
stolen from China shall be restored. Japan will be expelled from all other
territories taken by violence and greed. In due course Korea shall become
free and independent.

With these objects in view, the three Allies in harmony with those of
the United Nations at war with Japan, will persevere in the serious and
prolonged operations necessary to procure the unconditional surrender of
Japan.

The future of Asia under Japan's domination would be the
same as the future of Europe under Hitler.

Now let us examine certain tendencies that seem to be common
to most of Asia.

RISING DESIRE FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT
"The West must revise its ideas about the east. In the world society

we are going to create, there must be no thought of superiors and inferiors."

(Madame Chiang Kai-Shek)

"In looking toward the future I would like everyone of my listeners
to realize that our Chinese people are convinced that the principles enuncia-
ted in the Atlantic Charter are not vague assurances and empty diplomatic
phraseology. They must apply to the whole world, not only to Europe."

(Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek)

In the past hundred years Asia has been the scene of ever-

growing dominance on the part of white people. In many areas

the white man governed the country—the English in India, the

Dutch in the Indies, the Americans in the Philippines. In others,

such as China, he was in a highly privileged position because of
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his control over the economic life of the country. The white man
had taken modern commerce and industry to the East and from it

had reaped vast benefits and privileges.

In the last years there has been a rising desire all over Asia

to control its own life. This is seen in the speeches of the leaders

of most Asiatic countries—from Arabia to the Philippines. In

India, where the government was under the control of a foreign

power, there has been a growing demand for self-government.

In a country such as China, where foreign capital held the key

position in economic life, bitterness has welled up against "foreign

imperialism" by western powers. There has been a growing

desire for control of China by the Chinese. However terrible and

bitter the war has been for Asia, it has shown the people that

where the Philippines and Singapore might fall to the Japanese

in a few weeks, China could hold out for seven long years almost

entirely alone. The U.S.A. and England may continue to play

an important part all over the East, but most Asiatics feel that it

should be on a basis of equality, never of superiority as in the

past. A leading British official from Asia has put it clearly:

"Japan, whatever harm she has done, has at least dune us the service

of showing which way the wind is blowing in Asia, of making It clear

that Asiatic peoples will from now on play a more positive part in world
affairs."

Freedom No continent has in the past had less of what

From Want President Roosevelt has described as "freedom

from want." The level of economic development

in Asia has been pitiably low. Many lived at the level of $20 a

year. From the coolies of Shanghai to the peasants of India,

from the rubber workers of Malaya to the industrial workers of

Japan, the standard of living seems unbelievably low to most

western peoples. The accounts of famine in India or China

hardly seem real to us, yet they are actually happening to human
beings. The rising standard of living in many other parts of the

world, notably in the U.S.A., the British Commonwealth, and

the U.S.S.R. has sharpened for the Asiatic an already well-known

contrast. Sir George Sansom writes

:

"Nobody who has travelled in Asia can escape the feeling that here
are millions of people living not only in poverty, but on the edge of star-

vation. The urge for more food, more clothing, more comforts is stronger
and more universal even than the desire for self-government. . . . Conse-
quently it seems probable that the strongest movement among Asiatic
peoples will be one directed toward obtaining more wealth for themselves
and their respective countries."

Now let us examine several of the largest countries in Asia.

The maintenance of world peace depends to a great extent on the

solution of their problems.

CHINA
Certainly China will be one of the keystones of Asiatic life.

With the largest population in the world and with vast agricul-

tural, mineral and potential industrial wealth, she can look forward
to a period of amazing development after the war. The unity,

sagacity and courage of her people in their resistance to Japan
has shown the rest of the world that China is one of the great

powers. Along with the U.S.S.R., Great Britain, and the U.S.A.
she signed the declaration of common purpose at the Moscow
Conference. She is one of the leading members of the United
Nations and in the Pacific war has borne the brunt of the struggle.

Chiang Kai-Shek has stated clearly however that the power of

China will not be used to replace a western or Japanese imperial-

ism with a Chinese one.

"Among our friends there has been recently some talk of China
emerging as the leader of Asia, as if China wished the mantle of an
unworthy Japan to fall on her shoulder. Having herself been a victim of
exploitation, China has infinite sympathy for the submerged nations of
Asia, and toward them China feels she has only responsibilities—not rights.
We repudiate the idea of leadership of Asia because the "fuehrer principle"
has been synonymous for domination and exploitation, precisely as the
"east Asia co-prosperity sphere" has stood for a race of mythical supermen
lording over groveling subject races. China has no desire to replace Western
imperialism in Asia with an Oriental imperialism or isolationism of its own
or of anyone else."

INDIA
One of the dominant factors in recent Asiatic development is

the rising desire of the Indians for self-government. The British
government has taken certain steps bringing Indian participation
into the government. It has also made certain promises about
Indian self-government after the war. None of these have, how-
ever, satisfied many of the major groups in Indian affairs. Today
many of the most prominent Indian leaders such as Nehru and
Gandhi are in jail. The solution of a problem such as India's, split

as she is by many differences within herself, is obviously not an
easy one. But according to many people who have returned from
the East recently, an equitable and just solution is something
upon which the prestige not only of Great Britain but of the
United Nations as a whole depends. The people of the East
watch to see how it will be solved. The importance that China
attaches to the whole problem was evidenced by the visit of the
Chiang Kai Sheks to India in 1942.

THE COLONIAL AHEAS
The future of the colonial areas in the East is still uncertain.

What is going to happen to Malaya, the Dutch East Indies and
all the other parts of Asia that have been controlled by one or
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other of the great Empires? At the moment most of these terri-

tories are in the hands of the Empire of Japan. But what will

happen to them when they are liberated? Will they be returned
to the power that controlled them before? Or will they be given
some guarantee of independence immediately or at some date in

the future? The third section of the Atlantic Charter states that
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill "respect the
right of all peoples to choose the form of government under which
they will live." Will this mean that the colonial areas will be
able to choose the form of government they wish? President
Roosevelt, when asked if the Atlantic Charter applied to Asia,
said it applied to the whole world. But so far, there have been no
definite statements as to what the future of the colonial areas will

be. In actual practice during this war, as the Asiatic islands are
liberated from Japan they are turned back to the empires that
controlled them before.

JAPAN

The future of the common enemy in the Pacific is a subject
we will deal with more thoroughly two weeks from tonight, under
the title "The Fascist Nations in Defeat." Here as in the case
of Germany the problem seems to be how to smash the aggressive
power of her military machine and yet help establish Japan as a
member in good standing among the ranks of peace-loving nations.

Joseph Grew who lived in Japan for many years as American
Ambassador, has said

:

"The Japanese military machine, and military caste and military
system must be utterly crushed—but we can hold out the hope of a liber-
ated Japan. We, and our allies of the United Nations can free those
people of Japan who yearn in secret merely to be allowed to pursue their
normal beauty-loving lives in peace."

CANADA AND ASIA

How does all this stirring in Asia affect Canada? Well, first

of all, peace is indivisible. A far off war in China gradually
became our war. The new Asia which is arising must find peace-
ful solutions for her problems if the world is to live in peace.
Asiatic countries must be recognized by other countries as equals.

Wendell Willkie has stated very clearly the problem which
faces Canadians, as well as citizens of every other country

:

"Perhaps the most significant fact in the world today is the awaken-
ing that is going on in the East. Even if we win this war militarily, this
awakening will still have to be reckoned with. If we are wise, we can
direct forces which are in being throughout the East toward world co-
operative effort for peace and economic security. These same forces,
however, if they are flouted or ignored, will continue to disturb the world."

Owen Lattimer, the famous American who was the right hand
man of the Chinese government for many years has described the

vast possibilities of conflict between the East and the West, if we
cannot learn to live together as equals. In such conflicts Canada
would obviously be deeply involved.

Co-operation There are signs, however, that co-operation has
Growing grown during the war. In 1943, the U.S.A.,

Great Britain and Canada gave up their extra-

territorial rights in China. Under these rights, Americans, Eng-
lishmen, and Canadians had been exempt from Chinese law in

Chinese territory. This concrete act did much to make the
Chinese believe our good intentions.

Other forms of co-operation have grown. The Pacific War
Council unifies the strategy of the United Nations in the Pacific.

In the autumn of 1943, Roosevelt, Churchill and Chiang Kai Shek
met at Cairo to reach a common agreement on the Pacific war.
Perhaps our unity in war may make peacetime co-operation easier.

Canadian One of the most concrete problems that faces Canada
Asiatics is whether we will welcome Orientals to full Cana-

dian citizenship. According to the 1941 census
there are nearly 60,000 Asiatics in Canada. Almost three-quarters

of them live in British Columbia. Most of these were brought
into the country in the era when cheap labour was wanted to open
up the west coast. At the moment they have many disabilities as

citizens. In British Columbia they have not the right to vote.

In Parliament recently there was an outcry by certain mem-
bers that these people should be deported from Canada. The
attitude that we adopt toward Orientals in our midst will have a
very concrete effect on our relations with the East. Our profes-

sion of world friendship will be judged by what we do—by our
treatment of Asiatics right here at home.

ASIA AND THE FUTURE

So Canada faces the East. We must remember as always
that we are part of the same world. Recently a Canadian who
had lived for many years in the East said over the air :

—

"It was once said that a country could not exist half-slave and half-
free. It is at last dawning on us from bitter experience of this war, that
what happens in countries thousands of miles away affects all our lives,
and I do not believe that we can hope for a peaceful world if half its

population lives so far below the level of the other half."

In the future we are going to live in the same world as Asia.

That fact we cannot escape. The problem is then are we going
to exist with constant hostility and incipient conflict between the

white races of the west and the coloured people of the east? Or
are we going to be able to work out together a real co-operation

for our common world ?
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MORE INFORMATION
The United Nations Today and Tomorrow: ed. V. Anderson. Ryerson

Press. $1.00. Several excellent essays on Asia.
Canada and the Far East: A.R.M. Lower. Institute of Pacific Relations.

Factual, middle of the road description of our relations with Asia.
Empire or Democracy? Leonard Barnes. Gollancz, 1939. A condemnation

of the treatment of colonies by the European powers, written by a
progressive Englishman.

American Unity and Asia: Pearl Buck. Longmans Green. Toronto. A plea
by a great American novelist for equality among different races.

Are Empires Doomed? Lionel Gelber. Contemporary Affairs Series. A
strongly conservative plea for the continuation of Empire.

One World: Wendell Willkie. Now in Pocket books, 39c. A famous
American's trip around the world; good description of Near East
and China.

Passage to India: E. M. Forster. Available in Penguin series, 25c. A
famous novel on the impact of imperialism in India.

India Today: W. Duffett, A. Hicks, and G. R. Parkin. 1941. Contempor-
ary Affairs Series. Three Canadians give a factual account of
India.

FILMS
Inside Fighting China

The story of the new China that has been built up in recent years and
how it has defended itself against Japan. (Running time—22 minutes.)

Road to Tokyo
Building of the Alaska Highway. (Running time—18 minutes.)

The Mask of Nippon
Description of the totalitarian bases of the Japanese state. (Running
time—21 minutes.)

The Dutch Tradition
This film will be released theatrically during Dec. to Feb. and will not
be available in 16 mm. until the summer. It deals with the Nether-
lands and its colonies with particular emphasis on Dutch co-operation
with native races in the Far East. (Running time—30 minutes.)

REPORT QUESTIONS
1. What do you think Canada and the other United Nations can do

to help bring about freedom from want in Asia?
2. What should our policy be toward Asiatics in Canada? Should

we exclude them from full citizenship? Should we welcome
them as immigrants?

3. What steps would help to eliminate any possible causes of friction
between Asia and the western powers ?

SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR PROVINCIAL OFFICE.

FURTHER QUESTIONS
1. Does Canada as a member of the British Commonwealth have any

responsibility for the solution of the Indian problem?
2. What will be the role of the U.S.A. in the Far East after the war?
3. What will be the role of the U.S.S.R. among Asiatic peoples after

the war?

Next week: OUR TRADE WITH THE WORLD
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