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Vice-Admiral Henry Vansittart, whose name and those of many

associates in pioneer days of Woodstock are perpetuated in street names

such as Vansittart, Drew, Graham, Bexley and Riddell.
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I love old things

Streets of old cities

Crowded with ghosts.

—Wilson McDonald.

To many residents of Wood-
stock the street names have little

significance. To the older genera-

tion they breathe history, British

history, Canadian history and lo-

cal history.

It is interesting to know how
and why these names were given.

In some cases it was quite easy

to trace their origin, in other

cases more difficult.

Woodstock proper, that is to

say the government appropriation

for the site of the town, embraced

that portion of lands lying north

of Dundas street and west of Rid-

dell street, bounded by the

Thames river and the second con-

cession of Blandford. This origi-

nal town plot was founded by

Governor Simcoe in 1795.

Dundas street was undoubtedly

the first street named and was so-

called by Simcoe after Henry
Dundas, Viscount Melville, Secre-

tary of State. This road, the Gov-

ernor's Road, was cut through the

bush and intended to be a highway

to London, which town Simcoe

thought had all the qualifications

for the capital of Upper Canada.

Owing to the difficulty of trans-

portation he was forced to relin-

quish this plan.

In 1931 a cairn was erected at

Dundas by the historic sites and

monuments committee bearing the

following inscription:

Dundas Street

The Governor's Road

Planned by Lieutenant-Governor

Simcoe in 1793 as a .military road

and commercial highway between
Lake Ontario and the River

Thames to promote settlement of

the province. Laid out and con-

structed by the Queen's Rangers
under his orders and named in

honor of Hon. Henry Dundas, sec-

retary of state for war and the

colonies.

Woodstock was a distinctive

English settlement. The early citi-

zens were cultured men of influ-

ence and wealth and many were
connected, in some way, with the

British army or navy. In the years

following the Napoleonic wars
many officers resigned their com-
missions and emigrated to Canada.

Not a few of these military men
congregated in this neighborhood

either for the sake of congenial

friendship or because they were
attracted by the natural beauty of

the surrounding country. They
erected stately homes, most of

them large square houses built of

white brick and built with many
extensions such as gun rooms,

coach houses and a few, boasted

of ball rooms.

One of the first of these Eng-

lish men to arrive was Captain

Andrew Drew. He had entered

the British Navy in 1806 and serv-

ed through the last stages of the

Napoleonic Wars. In 1832 he was
sent out to Canada by Rear Ad-
miral Henry Van Sittart to locate

and report on lands purchased by
Van Sittart who wished to estab-

lish his sons in this new country.

In the rebellion of 1837 Captain
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Drew was senior naval officer in

the colony. Rev. William Bett-

ridge, once an officer in the regu-

lar service gathered together for

consultation such men as Col. A.

W. Light, Major Buller, Captain

Graham, Admiral Van Sittart and

Captain Drew. It was decided to

place at the command of Sir Al-

lan McNab such a contingent as

might be required. A United

States steamer "The Caroline"

was employed carrying supplies

and munitions of war from Buf-

falo for the provisional govern-,

ment of which McKenzie was the

head. The character of the situa-

tion was presented to Scott then

in command of the United States

forces but his sympathies were
with the enemies of Canada. Her-

oic measures were then decided

on and Captain Drew was given

a free hand. This officer selected

his men for the hazardous task of

cutting out and destroying the

Caroline. Several Woodstock men
were among those chosen. It is

said that Col. Light was the last

man to pass down the side of the

doomed craft as she swung head

foremost toward the Falls. In 1840
Captain Drew was forced to leave

Canada because of several at-

tempts on his life.

Then too, Captain Drew gave

the land on which St. Paul's church

was erected. For some years Cap-
tain Drew lived on the corner of

Rathbourne avenue and Sydenham
street and this house has always

been known as the Drew home-
stead. It was built by Nelson Ben-

dish, a nephew of the famous Lord
Nelson. So Drew street when you

know a little of the history of

the gallant officer Captain A.

Drew stands out as an important

street and Nelson street is not

merely a reminder of the triumph

over the French at the battle of

the Nile for it was named after a

descendant of the Nelson family.

Although the western portion

of the city was first set aside for

the town the nucleus of a village

grew around St. Paul's church

and grew rapidly, while all else

remained a wilderness.

Money contributed and collect-

ed by Vice Admiral Henry

Van Sittart was sent out to Can-

ada for the erection of a church

and the living was offered to Rev.

William Bettridge with the pledge

of one hundred pounds a year and

one hundred acres of cleared land.

Bettridge began life in the British

army and during the Peninsular

Wars was an aide-de-camp to the

Duke of Wellington. He was pres-

ent at the celebrated ball given

by the Duchess of Richmond in

Brussels before the battle of Wa-
terloo. It is said that Bettridge

met his wife, Mary Hounsfield, in

Paris when the allied armies were

there. Abandoning his military

career he took his degree at Cam-
bridge University and was ordain-

ed in 1824. In 1834 he took charge

of St. Paul's church. The name of

this dignified and eloquent rector

is not found among our street

names yet Lawrason and Houns-

field can be traced back to this

family. Mrs. Belle Lawrason wras

a daughter of Canon Bettridge

and Mary Hounsfield was the

maiden name of his wife.

The last interment in St. Paul's
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cemetery was that of Canon Bett-

ridge in 1879.

Beale street derives its name
from Major E. Beale, who held a

commission in the second Oxford

Regiment. He received the ap-

pointment of major on April 23,

1838.

Darius E. Riddle was a brother-

in-law of Admiral Van Sittart but

the street that bears his name has

been converted into Riddell.

For Cottle Family

East of Riddell street we find

an Edward, a Mary, a Grace and
a George street. These streets are

named after the children of Thos.

J. Cottle, an early resident who
lived at Altadore. It is interesting

to know that a horticultural so-

ciety was formed in Woodstock on

April 2, 1852, and its first ex-

hibition held at Altadore. An or-

ange tree and an aloe tree that

were shown by Mrs. East, Admiral
Van Sittart's sister, attracted great

attention. Then too it was at Alta-

dore that the Prince of Wales, af-

erwards Edward VII was enter-

tained in 1860. The Cottle family

came from the West Indies.

Another man who played no
small part in the early history of

the town was Captain Phillip Gra-
ham. In 1837 he was the treasur-

er of a committee authorized to

raise 3,000 pounds for the erec-

tion of a court house. The build-

ing stood on the site of the pres-

ent court house and was torn

down and the present beautiful

building erected on the original

site.

Light street owes its name to

Col. Alexander Whalley Light of

the Royal Engineers. Col. Light

resided at Lytes Carie, about

three miles west of the town. Col.

Light's name was honorably men-
tioned in the Rebellion of 1837.

He was one of the first men to

suggest the building of the Great

North Western Railway which was
opened in 1853.

Col. R. A. Hunter took a keen
interest in the educational prob-

lems of the growing town and was
instrumental in having a grammar
school erected in 1848. This school

was built at the corner of Graham
and Hunter streets. The following

advertisement for this school ap-

peared in the Sentinel-Review of

September 20, 1867:

"Classes for instruction in

book-keeping, mensuration, draw-

ing and mapping will be opened
next week under the superinten-

dence of Mr. Byrne, the assistant

master, also trigonometry and
surveying. Mr. B.— has had two
years' experience as a teacher of

drawing and mathematics; also

ten years' training under R. A.

Gray, Esq., Civil Engineer and
Surveyor for the County of Dub-
lin. George Strachan, Head Mas-
ter."

Buller street perpetuates the

name of Major Edward Buller, an
officer in the 3rd Oxford Regi-

ment whose name was mentioned
along with that of Drew and Light
in the Rebellion of '37.

First Registrar

Since 1886 there has been an
Ingersoll avenue, which carries the

nams cf Colonel Ingersol, second
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Registrar of Oxford county. Pre-

vious to that year the street ex-

tending east from the River

Thames to Van Sittart street was
known as Barwick street no doubt

named after Major Hugh Bar-

wick, County Treasurer, who came
to Woodstock in 1834, and the

continuation of this street from
Van Sittart street to Riddell street

was known as St. Marys street.

It would be difficult to find a

more beautiful street than Van
Sittart avenue, with its lovely

homes, well kept lawns, wide

boulevards and the double row of

stately maples. It is indeed a fit-

ting memorial to Vice Admiral

Henry Van Sittart who has always

and will always be known as the

man who made Woodstock. Henry
Van Sittart was born at Bisham
Abbey, Berkshire in 1779. He en-

tered the British navy as midship-

man in 1791 and served through

the Revolutionary and Napoleonic

Wars. In 1830 he was promoted

to rear admiral and in 1841 to

vice admiral.

The Van Sittart family came out

to Canada in 1834. The trip to

Woodstock was sadly interrupted

for the wife of the admiral be-

came seriously ill and passed away
at Saratoga on July 2, 1834. Mr.

William Grey claimed the honor

of moving this family here during

that summer. Sleds drawn by two

yoke of oxen were used in making

the trip through the practically

unbroken roads from Niagara

Falls. After the completion of the

family tomb at St. Paul's the

body of Mrs. Van Sittart was

brought here on December 5, 1834.

Today that casket along with

others of this outstanding family

remains in a good state of preser-

vation.

Early Woodstock

Anne Jameson's "Winter Stud-

ies and Summer Rambles in Can-

ada," written in 1836 and 1837

describes Woodstock as "fast ris-

ing into an important town and

says that the whole district for

its scenery, fertility and advan-

tages of every kind is perhaps the

finest in Canada. The society in

this neighborhood is particularly

good, gentlemen of family, super-

ior education and large capital.

Admiral Van Sittart has already

expended upwards of twenty thou-

sand pounds in purchases and im-

provements. His house is a real

curiosity. It is two or three miles

from the highroad in the midst of

the forest and looks as if a num-

ber of log huts had jostled against

each other and stuck there. I

imagine he had begun by erecting

a log house, then in need of space

had added another, then another

and so on, all different shapes

and sizes and full of a seaman's

contrivances, odd galleries, pas-

sages, porticos, corridors, saloons,

cabins and cupboards. If the out-

side reminded one of an African

village the interior was no less

like that of a man of war. The

drawing room which occupies an

entire building is really a noble

room with a chimney in which

they pile twenty logs at once.

Around this room a gallery, well

lighted with windows from with-

out through which there is a con-

4
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stant circulation of air, keeping

the room warm in winter and cool

in summer. The admirc.l has be-

sides so many ingenuous and in-

explicable contrivances for warm-
ing and airing his house that no

insurance office will insure him
on any terms. Altogether it was
the most strangely picturesque

building I ever beheld. The ad-

miral's sister, an accomplished wo-
man of independent fortune, has

lately arrived from Europe to take

up her residence in the wilds.

On Sunday we attended the

pretty little church at Woodstock
which was filled by the neighbor-

ing settlers of all classes. The ser-

vice was well read and the hymns
sung by the ladies of the congre-

gation.

By the naming of Admiral street

and Vansittart avenue we have

perpetuated the name of this noble

family, not only in Woodstock but
in Canada. For many years an-

other street derived its name from
this same source. The present

Brant street was formerly Henry
street.

The Right Honorable Nicholas

Van Sittart, Baron Bexley, son of

Henry Van Sittart, Governor of

Bengal was a cousin of Admiral
Van Sittart and thus we account
for a Bexley street.

Colonel Delatre

In Niagara Falls there is a De-
latre street and perhaps we may
draw on our imagination and think

our Delatre street was named af-

ter the same man.
In 1831 the land given to the

Harbour and Dock Company at

Niagara Falls was surveyed and

the streets named after the of-

ficials connected with the com-

pany. Colonel Delatre was the

president of the company. From
1832 he lived at Lundy's Lane un-

til a year previous to his sudden

death on the steamer from Nia-

gara to Toronto. His home known
as Delatre Lodge was at the cor-

ner of Victoria and Front streets..

He is buried at Lundy's Lane. 1

have previously stated that Ad-

miral Van Sittart's wife died at

Saratoga and I feel sure that this

same Colonel Delatre, full of old

world sympathy and hospitality

had been most kind to the bereav-

ed family, so perhaps that is why
the name of Delatre was suggest-

ed for one of our streets.

Oxford street, like Oxford Coun-

ty, takes its name from Oxford

the capital of Oxfordshire, an in-

land county of England. The his-

tory of Oxford can be traced back

to the time of Alfred the Great

who established schools of litera-

ture there. The city arms show

an ox crossing a ford.

Winnett street was opened in

1844 and was probably named
after James Winnett, a colonel of

the 4th Regiment Oxford Militia,

whose appointment was made in

1838.

Yeo street was in existence and

was named in 1836. It may have

been named after Sir James Yeo
who served on Lake Ontario in the

war of 1812.

The great general under whom
these early citizens served was not

forgotten, for we have a Duke as

well as a Wellington street.
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Of Royal Origin

The loyalty and love of these

men to their mother land is most

suitably expressed in the naming
of certain other streets. Woodstock
has a King street, a Queen, a Prin-

cess, a Victoria and an Albert, an

Adelaide and even a Kent street.

These all bespeak of Royalty.

York afterwards Toronto was

named by Governor Simcoe in hon-

or of Prince Frederick, Duke of

York. Other settlements used this

name and we have a York street.

Yet this street might derive its*

name from the Archbishop of York
for there is every reason to believe

that Canterbury street here as

well as in other Ontario cities was

so called after the Archbishop of

Canterbury wTho was the first Ang-
lican Archbishop to visit Canada.

The reign of Queen Victoria left

its imprint for there is a Mel-

bourne street, Lord Melbourne,

you remember, was Victoria's first

prime minister.

Russel street is not as well

known nor yet as important as

Lord John Russel whose name it

bears. It was Lord Russel who in

1839 introduced into the British

Parliament a bill for the union of

the Canada;. Upper and Lower
Peel street suggests Sir Robert
Peel who abolished the Corn Laws.

In looking over the city direc-

tory the names of several governor
generals may be found. Simcoe,

Sydenham, Metcalfe, Cathcart, El-

gin and Dufferin.

Governor Simcoe
Colonel John Graves Simcoe was

governor in 1792. Lord Sydenham

in 1838 and he was succeeded by

Sir Chas. Metcalfe who arrived in

Canada in 1843. After two years

in office he resigned on account of

ill health and was followed by

Cathcart, a lieutenant general in

the British army. In 1847 Lord

Elgin was appointed governor gen-

eral.

Perhaps the most popular gover-

nor was Lord Dufferin. The

streets bearing these names are

scattered and the growth of the

city can be traced by the date of

the naming of these streets. This

plan of perpetuating the names of

the governor generals should not

have been neglected and we should

have a Lome, a Lawnsdowne, a

Stanley, Aberdeen, Minto, Grey,

Connaught, Devonshire, Byng and

a Willingdon.

Henry and John ^inkle, father

and uncle of Mr. H. J. Finkle,

former postmaster, owned large

grist mills on the present Mill

street. The name of Finkle will

be kept fresh in our memories by

these streets, Finkle and Mill.

In 1845 the first judge in this

district was appointed, David

Shank McQueen and that fact is

recorded by the naming of Mc-

Queen street.

Bro:dway was for many years

known as Bishop street, probably

after Henry Bishop, a contractor,

who was a resident of Woodstock
in 1836.

Brock street recalls the War of

1812, for it was at Queenstown
that General Sir Isaac Brock lost

his life.

The home of the late Dr. Levi

Perry has the distinction of being

the oldest house in Woodstock. It



Street Names of Woodstock

was built in 1827 and is situated to

the south of the street that bears

his name.
Main seems rather an unimport-

ant street, but in the early days

it was one of the busy streets of

the town. The south side of it

was built up with warehouses and

it was here that the grain was

bought and shipped by rail. Wood-
stock had some reputation as a

grain market in those days. One
of the oustanding grain brokers

was Thomas Phelan and we have

a Phelan street.

In 1856 Market street was open-

ed as an accommodation to the in-

habitants that they might have

easier access to the market.

Reeve street was opened in

1854 that there might be a direct

street from Dundas street to the

depot of the Great Western rail-

way.

Dover and Railway streets are

sad reminders of an enterprise,

the building of the Port Dover
Railway that was a financial dis-

aster to many prominent citizens

years ago.

Wilson street recalls the name
of Mr. William Wilson, the father

of Mr. J. L. Wilson. Mr. Wilson
was a member of the first town
council in 1851 and had the dis-

tinction of polling the greatest

number of votes at that election.

He was mayor in 1862 and 1863.

The trustees of the Literary In-

stitute were desirous of extending
their property northward across

Walter street so a bylaw was pass-

ed giving consent to open a street

to the north but running parallel

with Walter street and the said

street was called College avenue.

For College Principal

Just why such an obscure street

should be known as Fyfe avenue is

lamentable, but its proximity to

the Canadian Literary Institute of

which Rev. R. A. Fyfe was the

first principal must have been the

reason. This seat of learning,

better known to most of us as the

Baptist College, was opened in

1860 with an enrolment of 200 pu-

pils, one-third of whom had the

ministry in view.

Chapel and Burtch are signifi-

cant names, for in 1836 a Baptist

chapel was built on the corner

of Dundas and Chapel streets on

land donated by Deacon Archibald

Burtch. This chapel was sold to

St. Paul's church after the erec-

tion of the First Baptist church on

Adelaide street and the building

moved across the street. Later it

was destroyed by fire.

Other prominent Baptist names
are drawn to our attention by the

discovery of a Teeple, a Hatch and

a Pavey street. Henry and Wal-

ter streets are also named after

the sons of Archibald Burtch.

Until 1868 Norwich avenue was
known as Oxford street. A bylaw
was passed in that year, changing

the name to Norwich avenue be-

cause the road led to Norwich, a

village as old as Woodstock. The
second post office in Oxford coun-

ty was established at Norwich.

Ingersoll claiming the first.

Cronyn street was a part of the

Clergy Reserves and bears the

name of Bishop Cronyn of the

London district.
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First Oxford Member
An interesting bit of political

news concerns Hincks street. Sir

Francis Hincks was the first rep-

resentative of Oxford in 1840. At

that election, the polling booth

was at the home of James Mur-

ray, a blacksmith. The polls were

open from Monday until Satur-

day and 1165 votes were polled.

The candidates were Sir Francis

Hincks, editor of the Examiner, a

sturdy Reform paper and Peter

Carrol, a surveyor of West Oxford.

Hincks was elected by a majority"

of 31.

To the Peers family we owe the

names of Anne, Maude and Young

streets, after the wife and daugh-

ter of the late Mr. John Peers.

Young was the maiden name of his

first wife.

Mr. George Laycock was the

publisher of the Western Progress,

a newspaper first published on

November 14, 1851. Isabelle and

Bee streets derive their names

from Isabelle and Beatrice, his two

daughters.

The south west corner of the

city, known to us as the Gore has

an interesting history. In the years

following the Crimean War Wood-

stock enjoyed a real estate boom.

This portion of the town was sur-

veyed and named by Colonel A.

W. Light, and miny of the streets

are named after battles and gen-

erals of the war.

The battle of Waterloo was one

of the turning points in the world's

history and we find a Waterloo

street but Duke and Wellington

are not near.

Raglan recalls the name of

Fitzroy James Henry Raglan, an

English Baron who was command-
er in chief with the rank of field

marshall during the war. He
fought at the battle of Alma and
there is an Alma street.

General Canrobert was a famous
French commander who also figur-

ed prominently at the battle of Al-

ma.

John, Thomas, Brundell Cardi-

gan entered the British army in

1824. Family influence and
wealth procured for him rapid

promotion and during the Crim-

ean War he was appointed Briga-

dier in command of the Light Bri-

gade. It was Cardigan who led

the famous six hundred in the

death charge at Bala Clava Octob-

er 25th, 1854.

Sir George Cathcart was killed

at the battle of Inkerman, Novem-
ber 5th, 1854.

Crimean Influence

With a Waterloo, a Duke, a Wel-
lington, a Raglan, an Alma, also a
Canrobert, a Cardigan and a Cath-
cart street we have in these streets

names a short story of the Crim-
ean War.

Our streets are historical in

name and may the custom of num-
bering them never become the
custom in cur city. We would not
care to be robbed of the romance
of pioneer days.

When new sub-divisions and
new streets are opened up let us

hope the city fathers will keep in

mind the names of White, Pattullo,

Carlyle, Ball, McMullen, Revell and
many others who in the past have
done so much in building up our
beautiful city. In this way the

scheme originated by the early

settlers will be continued.
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