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"Oh worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness"

'Enter into His Gates with Thanksgiving and into His Courts with Praise'



COLONEL MAHLON BURWELL

Land Surveyor and donor of the Church and glebe lands in Port Burwell, 1840,
and other places in Elgin County
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REV. THOMAS BOULTON READ
The first Rector, 1843-18 53

The earliest mention of Church of England services in Port Eurwell is in

the Journal of the Reverend Thomas Green, Travelling Missionary of the Society

"For converting and civilizing the Indians, and for the propagating of the Gos-

pel among the destitute settlers of Upper Canada", which was founded in

Quebec in 1830, by the Hon. and Rt. Rev. Charles James Stewart, Lord Bishop

of Quebec and financed by the Rev. W. J. D. Waddilove who collected funds in

England. He writes, Saturday, 20th Feb., 18 36: "I went forward to Vienna and

was most kindly received by Mr. Draper, and in the evening I lectured in his

house. Sunday, 21st, "Proceeded at an early hour to Port Burwell. Mr. (John)

Burwell, a brother of the proprietor of the place, received me very cordially, and

immediately arranged to hold the morning service in a large room of a tavern,

the only place of convenient size which could be procured. To the large and
attentive congregation, especially to those of English descent, a great satisfaction

seemed to be afforded.

"I was the first minister to perform Divine service in the place as neither

Methodist nor Baptist preacher had attempted to establish a congregation there.

The son of an English lady from London, was presented for baptism; and as I

was aware many present were ignorant of this ordinance, as presented by our
church, I gave a short lecture on its nature and design. All listened attentively.

We had a comforting time and could say Tt is good for us to be here'. That
evening at Vienna nearly a hundred people attended service in the schoolhouse.

Were a minister placed at Port Burwell he could easily manage to have service

here every Sunday, and I am led to believe that large and regular congregations
would be established from the many English and Irish families living here about."
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In the meantime Col. Mahlon Burwell, L.S., had not been idle. On April

12th, 1836, he wrote from Port Talbot to Archdeacon Strachan (who later

became Bishop of Toronto, and was known as "Himself" to the cabbies). "My
dear Archdeacon: It is a good while since I have troubled you with a line but my
church in Port Burwell is now in a state to be preached in. You promised me
that you would be the first to preach in it; and I must hold you to your word.

Afterward the Rev. Mr. Evans and others of our church can preach there, until

we have a resident clergyman.

The church has already cost me a good deal, and I shall put myself to con-

siderable more expense to complete it to my mind. Between ourselves, I intend to

do that which I am not aware of any other person having done, in the province.

I intend making a deed for the church and about five acres adjoining it, on which
is a beautiful spring brook, and site for a parsonage- house, and 1 shall seek no
remuneration."

Further on in the letter Col. Burwell asked Dr. Strachan for a copy of the

sermon he should preach. That, at his own expense, he might have five hundred
copies printed and added, "Do not misconstrue me. I do not wish any allusion to

be made to me or to the manner in which the church is built. Again, "Could you
meet me in Port Burwell on the 2 1st (of May) . Preach on the 22nd, and let me
drive you to St. Thomas for the Talbot anniversary on the 23rd. The anniversary

will not be held on the 21st, being Saturday, which will prevent dancing all

night. It is fifty miles from Brantford to Port Burwell and the road is good for a

waggon all the way. There is a guide board (O.M.L.?) where you leave the Tal-

bot road for Port Burwell. Distance, 8 miles."

This programme was carried out, but, if the sermon preached was printed,

cannot be said as no copies have come down to us.

By February, 1837, Mr. Green was able to report that "There were congre-

gations now at Port Burwell, and the village of Vienna, sufficient to occupy the

time and attention of a clergyman. Our church friends here are not idle. Col.

Burwell has nearly finished the building of a church at Port Burwell." And again

in November, 1837, he writes: "Col. Burwell has the church plastered, (this

plaster is still fulfilling its original purpose) and also has set apart a neat and

comfortable house for the residence of a minister; and from his own property

has endowed the church very liberally with lands. The school at Port Burwell

appears prosperous; many adults attend, and all join in the reading of the Scrip-

tures. The accounts of the Sunday Schools in Port Burwell and Vienna, under the

direction of a catechist, are equally satisfactory."

THE STORY OF THE ORIGINAL DEED
Mr. Thos. Sampson deciphered the worn fragments of the deed of gift of

land numbered 371 Church Society—Mahlon Burwell, Esq., about his donation

to the church, a few lines of which are given:

This indenture made the 18th day of February, 1840, at Toronto, U.C., by
and between Mahlon Burwell of Port Talbot, in the Township of Dunwich, in the

County of Middlesex, in the district of London, in the Province aforesaid, Es-

quire, of the one part; and the Honourable and Right Reverend Prelate, John,
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Lord Bishop of the Diocese of Toronto in the Province aforesaid, of the other

part:

Whereas the said Mahlon Burwell, Exclusively at his own private cost hath

erected a Church and Rectory on his freehold Estate at Port Burwell; and owing
to the apparent apathy of late years evinced, on the part of the Imperial Govern-
ment, in not supporting the Established Church of the United Kingdon of Great

Britain and Ireland in this Province, hath determined to convey the said Church
and Rectory and grounds on which they are situated, five acres, 1 rd., to be

known as "Port Burwell Rectory." Also to endow it by the same deed with six

hundred acres additional in the said Township of Bayham, its glebes belonging to

the said Rectory; the whole being of the present value of more than Two Thou-
sand pounds.

As a matter of Sound Policy as well as Religious duty; because he believes in

the absolute necessity of the connexion between Church and State being heartily

sustained by the people in these times of innovation in order to insure permanent-

ly the blessing of civil and Religious liberty to all classes of Christian professors

as well as to those of the Established Church.

And whereas the said Mahlon Burwell is in the humble hope that his own
sins, negligences, and ignorances may be forgiven through the merits of our Lord

jesus Christ; and in prayer that the blessings of God may rest upon his posterity.

.... for the uses of said Established Church ... as and for the site of a

burial ground. . . for the Site of Rectory . . . with the Glebe Land adjoining

. . . and at all times to permit the said premises to be laid out, and such new
Church Erections or Rectories built as the Bishop may direct and appoint.

. . . That the said Mahlon Burwell and his heirs forever, being members of

the Established Church, shall possess and enjoy the right to nominate and present

the Rector, when a vacancy shall occur . . . and is to possess and occupy as a

Pew, a part of the North East corner of the Church, measuring eight by twelve

feet on the ground floor . . . and that Pitt Street, passing through the said Rec-

tory Block, shall be left open as a highway. (The deed was duly signed;—M. Bur-

well, L.S. John Toronto, but witnesses* names are now illegible.)

It is interesting to note that Col. Burwell's grandson Mahlon G. Burwell as-

signed his right of advowson to the then Bishop of Huron, Dr. Williams.

Thos. H. Mason, an old resident of Bayham, reports that his grandfather,

James McMath, had amongst his first contracts the painting and glazing of this

Trinity Church.

Some information regarding the church bell, which is so well known for its

fine tone, was received from the late William Backhouse. It was paid for by pub-

lic subscription, one hundred guineas, and at first was rung at seven a.m., noon,

and six p.m., daily. It was brought from Troy, N.Y., by boat.

The earliest date on a stone in the cemetery is 1839, but it was common
knowledge in the village that some sailors, names unknown, who had been

drowned in Lake Erie, were buried in the N.E. corner before this date. A son of

the first rector, Rev. Boulton Read, is buried west of the church.

It is interesting to note that during Dr. J. Schulte's time, 1869-1878, a rule

was made that a fee of two dollars per grave was charged non-pewholders.

At the first vestry meeting held 17th April, 1843, Easter Monday, the Rev.

Thomas Boulton Read, incumbent, presided. Mr. Leonidas Burwell, son of Col.

Burwell, was nominated Rector's Warden, and on motion of Isaac Draper, Esq.,
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seconded by John B. Bellairs, Esq.,

John B. Blackburn was nominated Peo-

ple's Warden.
A fence for the cemetery was con-

sidered and subscription list opened. A
second vestry meeting was held Octo-
ber 16th, 1843, to provide suitable

means for warming the church. This

proved to be two cast-iron stoves, which
fulfilled their purpose so well, that the

Rev. W. Murton Shore, 1894-1903,

known for his kindness and Christian

charity in many parishes in Huron Dio-

cese, remarked that he dreaded the heat

of winter, not that of summer. No won-
der, for reading desk and pulpit were on
pedestals on opposite sides of the front

stove! The present furnace, installed in

1909, has given a more diffused heat. At
this time the church was re-seated, re-

glazed, re-shingled, re-decorated, a

platform extension made to the chancel

and the gallery across the south end

taken down. Many visitors regret the

passing of the old seating arrangements:

latched pews, some square, some oblong.

The worshippers do not.

When Bishop Dewdney in May, 1935, preached in the church he remarked

how much he missed the old pews. Coming to the parish, a newly ordained dea-

con, in 1886, he now celebrates his jubilee; the church, its centenary.

On March 30th, 1891, it was moved by W. Y. Emery, seconded by M. G.

Burwell, that the wardens be empowered to negotiate the sale of the old Rectory

and of the piece of land south of the church. (It was at this time that the present

rectory was bought, and occupied by the Rev. C. W. Ball. After his tragic death

in 1893, the beautiful set of chancel windows was installed by his family.)

During the terrible years of the Great War, the Rev. E. H. Croly brought

much help and comfort to those in sorrow and suspense. The Rev. L. W. Diehl

followed; his opening address based on the inspiring words: "Go forward." In

1922, repairs amounting to five hundred dollars were met by the Ladies' Guild,

who next acquired the Parish Hall.

While Rev. J. H. Kerr was Rector, a cemetery board was organized, which
aimed at a fund of two thousand dollars for a principal to be invested by the

Synod; the interest to be devoted entirely to the upkeep of the cemetery. This

fund has reached over $2100. Under the present Rector, Canon James, a Young
People's Association and a Junior Woman's Auxiliary have been formed.

Mr. A. J. Bodsworth, Lay Reader and People's Warden, has been most at-

tentive to church duties since 1914.

May all the faithful members and workers (past, present and future) be-

longing to this church, now celebrating its centenary, at the last, hear the Mas-
ter's "Well done."

RT. REV. CHARLES A. SEAGER
Present Bishop of the Diocese of Huron
who preaches at Port Burwell May 24th,

1936.
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CANON R. W. JAMES
The present Rector of Trinity Church, Port Burwell, 193 3

The Reverends

—

Thomas Boulton Read, 1843-1853.

H. Bate Jessup, D.D., 18 54-1865.

No vestries, 186 5-1869.

J. Schulte, D.D., 1869-1878.

G. W. Wye, 1878-1886.

Rectors of Trinity Church

A. D. Dewdney, 1886-1888.

C. W. Ball, B.D., 1889-1893.

W. Murton Shore, 1894-1903.

Wm. Hinde, 1904-1906.

R. H. Fairburn. 1907-1908.

James M. Horton, 1908-1909.

T. J. Charlton, 1910-1911.

J. E. Lindsay, 1912-1914.

E. H. Croly, 1914-1919.

L. W. Diehl, 1919-1929.

J. H. Kerr, 1929-1933.

Canon R. W. James, 193 3-


