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THE PADLOCK LAW
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS

AN ACT TO PROTECT THE PROVINCE AGAINST
COMMUNISTIC PROPAGANDA
(Assented to the 24th of March, 1937.)

His Majesty, with the advice and consent of the Legis-

lative Council and of the Legislative Assembly of Quebec,
enacts as follows:

—

Short Title:

1. This act may be listed as Act Respecting Communistic
Propaganda.

Interpretation

:

2. In this act the following terms and expressions shall have

the meaning hereinafter given them.

"House'' 1. The word "house" shall mean any building,

penthouse, shed or other construction under whatever

name known or designated, attached to the ground or

portable, erected or placed above or below ground, per-

manently or temporarily, and in the case of a house with-

in the meaning of this paragraph situated partly in the

territory, of the Province and partly outside such terri-

tory, the portion situated within the territory of the Pro-

vince of Quebec.

"Person
11

2. The word "person
11

shall mean and include

any individual, corporation, association, partnership, firm,

trustee, lessee, agent or assignee.

"Owner
11

3. The word "owner
11

shall also include his law
ful representatives.

Deemed illegal use of house:

3. It shall be illegal for any person, who possesses or occu-
pies a house within the Province, to use it or allow any per-

son to make use of it to propagate communism or bolshe-

vism by any means whatsoever.

Penalty for infringement:

4. The Attorney-General, upon satisfactory proof that an in-

fringement of Section 3 has been committed, may order
the closing of the house against its use for any purpose
whatsoever for a period of not more than one year; the
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closing order shall be registered at the registry office of

the registration division wherein is situated such house,

upon production of a copy of such order, certified by the

Attorney-General.

Executing of order:

5. Any peace officer is authorized to execute such order by
availing himself of the necessary assistance.

Petition for revision of order upon proof of:

6. At any time after the issuing of an order in virtue of

Section 4, the owner of the house may, by petition to a

judge of the Superior Court, sitting in the district where-

in such house is situated, have the order revised upon
proving

:

Good faith, etc. (a) that he was in good faith and that he

was in ignorance of the house being used in contravention

of this act.

OR
Non-use during certain periods (b) that such house has

not been used so during the twelve months preceding the

issuing of the order.

T^otice of Petition:

A notice of at least six clear days of the place, date and
time of the presentation of such petition must be served

by bailiff upon the Attorney-General.

Suspending of order by Judges:

7. In the case of Section 6, the Judge may decree the suspen-

sion of the order, if the owner furnish in favor of the

crown such security as the judge may fix guaranteeing

that such house will not be used again for such purposes.

Cancelling of registration of order:

The registrar of the registration division in which such

house is situated must, upon receipt of a certified copy

of the decrees of the judge, cancel the registration of the

closing order.

Re-establishing in force of closing order:

The Attorney-General may, upon application to a Judge
of the Superior Court sitting in the same district and
upon proof that use is being made of the house in con-

travention of this act, obtain a new decree re-establishing

in force the closing order,



Security

:

The security shall be exigible immediately upon the issu-

ing of such decrees.

Provisions applicable to security:

The Criminal Cases Recognizance Act (Revised Statutes,

1925, chap. 148) shall apply to the security contemplated

by this section.

Cancelling of order:

8. In the case of sub-par. (b) of Sect. 6, the Judge may can-

cel the order.

Cancelling of registration order:

Upon production of a certified copy of the decree of the

Judge, the registrar shall cancel the registration of the

closing order.

9. Any judgment rendered in virtue of Sections 7 and 8

shall be final and without appeal.

Occupying of permitted in certain cases:

10. The Attorney-General may at any time after the issuing

of the closing order permit the occupation of the house

on such conditions as he may determine, if it appears to

him that such occupation be necessary for the protection

of the property and the effects therein contained.

Revo\ing of closing order:

11. The Attorney-General may at any time revoke a closing

order and have the registration thereof cancelled by notice

to the registrar.

Deemed unlawful acts:

12. It shall be unlawful to print, to publish, in any manner
whatsoever or to distribute in the Province any news-
paper, periodical, pamphlet, circular, document or writing

whatsoever propagating or tending to propagate com-
munism or bolshevism.

Infringement and penalty:

13. Any person infringing or participating in the infringe-

ment of Section 12 shall be liable to an imprisonment of

not less than three months, or more than twelve, in ad-

dition to the costs of prosecution, and, in default of pay-

ment of such costs, to an additional imprisonment of one
month.



Provisions applicable thereto:

Part 1 of the Quebec Summary Act (Revised Statutes

1925, chap. 165), shall apply to the infringement of Sec
tion 12.

Confiscation, etc., of certain publications, etc.:

14. Any constable or peace officer, upon instruction of the

Attorney-General, of his substitute, or of a person author-

ized by him for the purpose, may seize and confiscate

any newspaper, periodical, pamphlet, circular, document,
or writing whatsoever, printed, published, or distributed

in contravention of Section 12, and the Attorney-General

may order the destroying thereof.

Coming into force:

15. This act shall come into force on the day of its sanction.

What's Behind the Padlock Law?
Public opinion in Canada and abroad has been stirred by

the development taking place in Quebec. Indeed, the fact that

in Canada's largest province fascist groups drill and arm for

open revolt, is cause for concern to the whole Dominion. The
open encouragement that these traitors receive from the Que-
bec authorities makes the situation that much more alarming.

The 'Padlock Law', the first of its kind passed in the

British Empire, is part of the drive of Canada's financial royal'

ists against labor and democratic forces. It is through similar

methods of repression that the way to fascism was paved in

other countries.

Using the smoke screen of "anti-Communism', Premier Du-
plessis has given himself dictatorial powers to order illegal raids

on private homes, children's sckools and trade union headquar-

ters and confiscate books, membership lists, pictures and any-

thing else that the police may choose to take. Then again Du-
plessis may order the padlocking of any place, where, according

to his informers, (most of whom are members of the fascist par-

ty) 'Communist' meetings are held or where 'Communist*

literature is printed. Unlike anywhere else in the British Env
pire, the raids and padlocking come first, and it is then up to

the victim to try to prove his innocence.



It did not take very long for Duplessis to show what he

really aims to do with the aid of the Padlock Law. Since this

infamous Law was first applied, homes of trade union leaders

have been raided and membership lists seized. A number of

laws aimed at the destruction of trade .unions have been passed,

laws copied from fascist countries; newspapers defending

democracy-^Clarte" a progressive French-Canadian weekly was
padlocked while the Daily Clarion has been seized on many
occasions; threats have been made again "L'Autorite", a Liberal

Party weekly which has been printing a series of articles ex*

posing the treacherous activities of the fascists in the Province

of Quebec. Judging from these activities it is obvious that the

Padlock Law has become a weapon in the hands of Duplessis

and his St. James Street masters to further enslave and oppress

the people of Quebec, to destroy the labor and democratic for-

ces, and in collaboration with the financial interests and their

representative (Hepburn) in Ontario, gang up against the

people of_Canada. Their aim is to destroy trade unionism, to

force amalgamation of the railroads on behalf of the C.P.R
shareholders, to block the enactment of federal unemployment
insurance, to bring the people of Canada down to the low wage
levels of Quebec, to cut down relief to the bone, to trample

on the rights of free speech, assembly and organization, to force

the farmers to bear the burden of drought and relief, while

Bay and St. James take out the profit. In this plot against the

Canadian people, Duplessis is linked with the fascist organiza*

tions and their foreign advisers.

THE NAZI PENETRATION OF QUEBEC
The Quebec administration is the first in Canada openly

to ally itself with the foreign espionage agencies of Nazism
and Fascism—and to allow these agencies to achieve a foothold

within the government set-up from which to work for the

destruction of democracy in Canada! The Premier of Quebec's
intimate adviser and editor of his organ ("Llllustration" —
largest morning daily in the province) is none other than the

"Fuehrer" of the National-Socialist (Fascist) Party in Canada,
Adrien Arcand. The editorials transmitting Duplessis' policy

and denouncing the King administration as an "anti'National"
government, as "a cats-paw of Bolshevism" are written and
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published by the same people who issue the infamous anti-

Semitic brochure, the "Key to the Mystery" which the Naxis

are spreading throughout Canada. The German and Italian

spy agencies are utilizing their close connections with the Du-
plessis and Raynault (Montreal) administrations to press for

a pro-Fascist home and foreign policy for Canada; Quebec is

being made the Canadian base for the Rome-Berlin-Tokio axis

as a means of bringing pressure on the federal government to

assure a steady flow of nickel, copper, aluminum and other

war materials to the war-makers.

The mass of the Quebec people, French-speaking as well

as English, are utterly opposed to the attempt to make Quebec
a base of fascism in Canada. The tens of thousands of French'

Canadian workers in the trade unions, the great majority of

liberals, and many of those who voted Duplessis into power,
have expressed their opposition to the wave of reaction

launched by Duplessis.

The membership of the Catholic Syndicates have de-

nounced Duplessis' opposition to federal unemployment insur-

ance; certain sections of the Syndicates have taken a stand

against the wage rulings of the "Fair Wage Board." Under
pressure from such wide sections of the Quebec population, the

leaders of the Quebec Liberal Party have denounced fascism

as the main danger confronting the province. The people of

Quebec are fighting back. Encouraging support is being given

to the French-Canadian people of Quebec by their brothers

and sisters from the rest of the Dominion who realize that the

outcome of the present events in Quebec will be decisive for

the whole of our country in the fight for peace, freedom and
social security.

THE SHAME OF QUEBEC

At this time when dividend payments surpass the all-time

records of 1929 and '30, the Quebec working people are liv-

ing under conditions that match the worst years of the crisis.

It has been estimated on the basis of statistics published by the

"Semaine Commerciale" of Jan. 22, 1937, that 80 per cent

of those "gainfully" employed in Quebec receive wages lower

than the minimum required for a decent standard of existence.

Dr. Hamel, speaking in the Quebec Provincial House, cited
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cases such as the following: In a parish near Quebec City, a

firm employs 75 workers at a maximum wage of 8 cents an

hour and a minimum of 5 cents. In a mine in a neighbor'

ing county, the men work 12 to 14 hours a day and are paid

12 and a half cents an hour. In Quebec City, the average

wage of grocery clerks of 14 to 20 years of age, is $3.99 a

week; the general average for those from 20 to 30 years is

$6.92. In bakeries, married men work 12 to 14 hours a day,

seven days a week, for a wage of $7.00. For women, the

minimum wage in Quebec is 40 per cent lower than that in

Ontario. There are girls in domestic service working for the

equivalent of two to three cents an hour.

Turning to the textile industry, we have not far to seek

for the explanation of the repeated local strikes which culmi'

nated in the great struggle against the Dominion Textile in

the summer of 1937. The Dominion Textile headed by Sir

Herbert Holt, Sir Charles Gordon and Senator Raoul Dan'
durand, having extracted profits from its workers at a rate

which allowed it to expand from an investment of half a mil'

lion dollars to twenty-times that amount in 30 years, has had
the habit of paying infamous wages, inflicting fines and deny
ing pensions to its retired employees, and introducing the most
inhuman speed'Up in the mills. The Turgeon inquiry has

brought out examples like the following:

Ovide Lemay, father of 14 children, has been a weaver
in tke mill for 30 years. He started working for $5.00 and
$6.00 for 15 day periods, handling two machines. Today he
is in charge of six machines ... He admitted the best pay
he has received since January 1937 was $26.00 for 15 days.

He is only paid according to the work he is given to do and
admitted he has often received as little as $10.00 a week . . .

"Are your fourteen children living at home?" Mr. Beau-

regard asked.

"Yes and my mother-in-law too," said the witness writh a

smile ...
"How do you manage to live on that money," Mr. Beau'

regard asked,

"Well, we exist," said the witness.

Another example:

Arthur Bergeron, who is 62 year of age, started working



in the mills here 50 yeaxs ago. Four years ago he suffered

severe attacks of rheumatism in both legs and was unable to

work any longer . . . Although there is an employees' pen'

sion fund, he was told three years ago it would be impossible

to get a pension, he testified . . .

George Bougie and Joseph Major also swore they have

been unable to get pensions, although they worked 38 and 37

years respectively in the mills here . . . Jos. Major started

working in the mill at 11 years of age and worked there 37

years in all . . . he said he lost his job because of his son's

activities as head of the union (Catholic Syndicate).

(Inquiry into Montreal Cottons, Holt subsidiary,

Montreal Star of May 29, 1937).

Associated Textiles, in Louisville, where the workers

struck in the summer of 1937, under the leadership of the

International Union, was shown by the Stevens inquiry to

have been paying its women workers an average of $4.55 for

a 55 hour week—a little over eight cents an hour! The men
received $6.70 for the same week of work.

While these conditions obtain in industry, on the land 50

per cent or 70 out of the 140 thousand farmers in Quebec
are on the verge of ruin (Paul Gouin, speech reported in the

"Devoir" of August 2, 1937). Last year, 38 per cent of the

value of all farms in Quebec was under mortgage. In the

Lower St. Lawrence area, and the Gaspe, farm and fisherfolk

are faced with actual physical degeneration from hunger. One
railway worker, returning from there, spoke to us of people

living there in "black misery," reduced to eating nothing but

roots and water . . .

Turning to the unemployed in the cities, what do we
find? Here, the Duplessis regime is going about "solving" un-

employment by removing the names of the unemployed from
the relief rolls, whole categories, starting with some 4,000

women in Montreal being cut off the list, a process which only

militant demonstrations of the women themselves were able

to halt.

APPALLING RESULTS OF UNEMPLOYMENT
Unemployment has ravaged the health and shattered the

social standards of thousands in Montreal during the past few
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years, it is shown in a survey completed by the Family Wel-
fare Association recently. A study made of all the families

helped by the association in January indicates the following:

In every 100 families of unemployed there are:

Thirty cases of more or less permanently disabling illness;

Seven families where lack of clothing prevents children

from going to school;

Nine where overcrowding is serious enough to cause

immorality of serious family difficulty;

Twenty-three showing completely lost or badly impaired

moral standards;

Fourteen where the children are running wild.

Nineteen cases of malnutrition reported by medical au-

thorities.

Surveys made by the Catholic Welfare Bureau and the

Federation of Jewish Philanthropies at the same time show
similar conditions.

All the above families were receiving relief from the

Montreal Unemployment Relief Commission. The average

length of time that the heads of the families have been on
relief is thought to be about six years by Family Welfare
officials.

The years of depression have caused an immense deter-

ioration in the character and in the household equipment of

the families on relief . . . The families in many cases have

worn out completely all their bedding, their furniture and
their cooking utensils. In one case that we investigated, it was
found that all the members of the family, father, mother and
several children, were eating their meals from one frying pan.

The only furniture left in the house was a chair made out of

a barrel. No bedding was left, no mattresses, no springs.

Development of neurosis appears often . . .

In 66 of the 591 families studied by the association, the

strain of worry has precipitated situations that were threaten-

ing to cause the break-up of the home. In 5 1 others the father

actually deserted, leaving his wife and children ineligible for

relief . . .

In other words, we have the picture of one home in every

five being broken up as a result of appalling poverty. Beside

this, to complete the picture, let us glance at the report on
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housing of the Montreal Metropolitan Commission.

THOUSANDS LIVING IN FILTH
The report covered 1,376 dwellings in 14 city wards and

a section of Verdun. More than 50 per cent of the tenants

were unemployed. Rental ranged from $8.00 to $16.00 a

month.

Aside from the financial status of tenants, the most out'

standing characteristic noted in the field covered was the

almost complete absence of baths . . . Actually there were

1,056, or 77 per cent of the houses investigated which had no
bathing facilities. Hot water faucets were almost a novelty,

only 129, or less than 10 per cent, possessing them. More than

1,000 dwellings had only one water faucet all told.

Kitchens, or their equivalent, were found throughout, but

only 678 dwellings boasted of a living room, 355 of a dining

room, and only 412 possessed refrigerators for food conser-

vation.

More than 500 houses are reported as harboring rats and
cockroaches, nearly 300 infested with bugs and other vermin
with over 400 in varying shades of dilapidation, verging upon
ruin in some cases.

When questioned why they lived in such houses, accord'

ing to the report, the usual answer given by tenants was:

"This is all we can afford and this is the best we can get for

our money.
11

All the hypocrisy and brutal cynicism of the Duplessis

regime stares one in the face when it is remembered that this

prime minister, who had boasted of himself as a defender of

"human capital,
11

struck out the clause providing for slum

clearance in the Montreal Bill; and received therefore the

congratulations of his lieutenant in the city hall, Mayor
Raynault!

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC HEALTH
To material poverty of the Quebec people is added cul'

tural poverty. The French Language Congress, held in the

summer of 1937, heard a report by the parliamentary Libra'

rian at Ottawa, which gave the following facts regarding

public libraries in French Canada as compared with the other

parts of this Dominion.
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Ontario has 460 public libraries; Quebec has 26. Of these,

nine only can be considered as French-Canadian; this includes

that of St. Sulpice, now closed to the public. There are three

other French-Canadian libraries in the rest of Canada.
Ontario spends yearly on its public libraries $1,203,062;

Quebec $189,865, parish libraries included: in other words,

one seventh the amount. Circulation of books in Ontario

runs to over 14 million volumes; in French'Canadian libraries

600,000—1-22 the amount..

In Ontario, the population without library facilities

represents 37 per cent. In Quebec, with almost the identical

proportion of rural population, 64 per cent are deprived of

library facilities.

Partial illiteracy in Quebec exceeds 20 per cent of the

adult population, or three times as high a rate as in Ontario.

Total illiteracy exceeds that in Ontario (which has half a

million more population) by 50 per cent. And in Montreal

alone, 3,T)00 children have been forced to drop out of school,

according to the Catholic School Commission's report, for

want of proper clothing, shoes, etc. At the same time, the

University of Montreal is on the verge of complete insolvency,

and has been threatened with a strike by members ©f its staff

in the medical and other faculties who have not received their

salaries for months back.

Finally, there is the field of public health, in which the

backwardness and poverty in which our people are held re-

flects itself with peculiar forcefulness.

The toll taken by tuberculosis is twice as high in Quebec
as it is in Ontario. The infant mortality rate in Quebec is

an infamous scandal. While the rate for Canada as a whole
is 73 deaths per thousand live births, the rate in Quebec at

the beginning of this year stood at 105.7! The figure for

Montreal is 118.7; for Lachine, the appalling figure of 333,

or one death out of every three live births ... These figures

place our cities in the same category as the worst centres in

the world from the point of view of infant mortality: of the

five worst cities in the world, listed by the Canada Year Book,
two are Madras and Bombay in India, two others are Quebec
City and Montreal!



WOLF IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING
Duplessis took advantage of the existing misery amongst

the French'Canadians in 1936, and through a demagogic cam-
paign swept out of power the corrupt regime of Taschereau.

They voted for Duplessis and the Union Nationale, who
placed in the forefront of their program the defense of the

people against the trusts, "reasonable wages and a reasonable

living-standard," the preservation of "Human Capital,''
1

the

elimination of corruption and the punishment of those who
defrauded the people . . . Today, the Quebec people have
seen every one of these promises broken.

Instead of an antitrust government, the Duplessis regime

has shown itself to be a government of Tory reaction, camou-
flaged under a "national" label and taking its orders from
the top circles of big finance. Instead of defending the shame-

lessly exploited working people of Quebec, the Tory Duplessis

has openly sided with the Holt-Gordon textile trusts against

the ten thousand strikers and the Catholic Syndicates. Instead

of fighting the power trust and working for the economic bet-

terment of the masses of French-Canadian people, Duplessis

has sold out to the power interests, and betrayed and double-

crossed those among his allies and adherents who wanted to

combat these interests; and has aligned himself with those

forces which are responsible for the people being kept in

poverty.

Instead of prosecuting and punishing the racketeers who
bled the people under Taschereau, Duplessis, the great

"enemy" of Corruption, has quietly buried the Public Ac-
counts inquiry, and become the boon companion of the rack-

eteering trustards he had so hotly denounced. Instead of plac-

ing "Human Capital" in the forefront of his policies, he has

launched a vicious offensive against the very existence of the

unemployed, turning penniless women and mothers onto the

streets in order to "economize" at the behest of St. James St.

It is on behalf of the same interests that he now opposes a

federal insurance scheme. He has passed laws, at the dictates

of the same money-powers, aimed at ham-stringing the trade

unions, he has encouraged propaganda for Corporatism and
with his infamous "Padlock Law," tramples on democratic
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rights in Quebec. He has set about establishing a Tory mon-
opoly by the most unheard-of-means, raiding the Montreal
Relief Commission Offices, firing the whole Protestant

School Commission, etc. At the same time, he has embarked
on a conspiracy to extend the political sway of Toryism across

the length and breadth of the Dominion, proposing the crea-

tion of a Federal ''National Party" which would swindle the

Canadian people into accepting a reactionary concentration

government under the facade of "national government."

DUPLESSIS-HEPBURN AXIS

In the Duplessis regime, we have the first successful

attempt in Canada to place in power a government of reac-

tionary concentration, backed by big finance, and cloaked

under the label of "National Union.
11

During the period of

its existence, the Tory regime of Duplessis has shown in life

what a reactionary concentration government means, in terms

of attack on living standards, on democratic rights, on the

trade unions. And we have only to multiply this nine times

over, to get a picture of what a regime of Tory reaction at

Ottawa and in the other provinces would mean to the Cana-
dian people. It would be a body-blow at democracy in this

country, and a triumph for the enemies of our people.

Since coming to power Duplessis has worked to prepare

the ground for such an extension of the "National Union"
bloc, which is ardently desired by the Tories and big business.

His alliance with Hepburn is a step in that direction. He has

done all in his power to exert pressure on the Liberal adminis-

tration in Ottawa, in order to modify, in the direction of reac-

tion, its legislation. We have the example of his pressure

against amending the British North America Act because St.

James St. does not want any social legislation, and his cam-
paign for the bringing back of Section 98 . . .

DUPLESSIS SHOWS HIS COLORS
Within Quebec, from his very first days in power, Du-

plessis has sought to drown the memory of his radical-sound-

ing promises by hysterical attacks against what he calls "Com-
munism, Socialism and Bolshevism." His first outburst on
this subject occurred a month after the election in answer to
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the request of a delegation of unemployed women asking for

an allowance for clothing for their children. What this anti-

communist campaign really signifies was brought out by
Duplessis himself when he declared, that there is no clear

dividing line between the ideas which actuate Mr. Lewis and
his associates and the aims of the extremists whose activities

Premier Duplessis is endeavoring to curb in Quebec. In other

words, anti'communism is the mask for anti-labor, anti-trade

union policy in general. That this is the case, Mr. Duplessis

himself indirectly admitted, when he answered the demand of

the A. F. of L. leaders that the right to organise in industry

be recognised: "Yes," said he, "but that would mean Com-
munists would be allowed to organize"— ! He admitted it

again, when in the debate on his "Padlock Law" he declared

that to define "Communism" wrould be to defeat the purpose

of the law!

That it was indeed the trade unions that were destined

for attack by the regime, became evident when Duplessis at-

tempted to smash the strike of the Montreal dressmakers, and
was only prevented from arresting the leaders of the strike

and of the Montreal Trades Council, by fear of the outbreak

of mass strikes which would have answered his provocations.

In the following months he denounced the right of the trade

unions, both Catholic and International, to the closed shop

and passed Bills 19 and 20 which took away from the workers

such rights. These Bills also give power to the Government
to annul agreements between employers and employees and

to order changes in wage schedules; Bill 88, passed lately,

places trade unions in a position of incorporated bodies, and

employers can sue them for damages in the event of strikes.

THE OPPOSITION PARTIES

What of the various opposition groups in the political

field? What is their role in the building of an effective barrier

to the Tory onslaught on Labor and civil liberties?

As for the Liberal Party, headed by Godbout and Bouch-

ard, it is at last recovering from the blow received in the

1936 election. Among the younger elements and those Liberals

who are liberal in more than name, there now exists a real

desire for effective opposition to Duplessis, and sympathy
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with the idea of a progressive bloc with labor. The old-guard

party-machine leadership of the Party of Taschereau cannot

be relied on to oppose reaction but in these left-liberal forces

there does exist a basis for such opposition, provided that the

labor movement is able to establish active co-operation with

them and lead them forward.

A number of small political groups which have come into

existence in Quebec as a result of splits in Liberal and Union
Nationale parties, have developed into pro- fascist organiza-

tions, each one of them trying hard to win favor with the

reactionary financial interests.

It is in the ranks of Labor, and in a strong and united

trade-union movement that the people of Quebec will find

the guarantee of success in creating a powerful Democratic

Front. The continued forward march of the campaign to org-

anize the unorganized launched by the Montreal Trades

Council, and the achievement ®f united action between the

Catholic Syndicates and the International Unions, are indis-

pensable. The need for a broad all-inclusive political expression

of organized labor in the political field is an extremely urgent

one, and once created, will play a part of great importance in

uniting the progressive forces.

The struggle for Wages before Dividends—Economic Se-

curity and the saving of the Home—Taxation to make the

Rich pay!—the Land and its Fruits to the Tiller of the Soil

—

Civil and Religious Liberty—Peace—Unity of the Canadian
Nation—and the Winning of Education, Work and Oppor-
tunity for our Youth—is what the French-Canadian people

are seeking. THROUGH UNITY OF ALL AGAINST THE
TRUSTS, ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL
EQUALITY CAN BE WON BY THE PEOPLE OF QUE-
BEC the things of which the people have been deprived by
the stifling dictatorship of the French and English-Canadian
multi-millionaires

!

THE PEOPLE FIGHT BACK
Labor in Quebec has begun to answer Duplessis, with in-

creasing forcefulness. The Montreal dressmakers defeated the

attempt to smash their union and the strike. The workers in
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steel began organizing under the banner of the C.I.O. and
under the Catholic Syndicate in Sorel struck repeatedly and
for weeks at a time. The Montreal Trades Council launched
a campaign to organize the unorganized, holding mass meet'

ings among the French-Canadian workers; a Provincial Fed'

eration of Labor was formed; a number of new unions were
formed in hitherto unorganized trades. The meeting for Dr.

Bethune was an expression not only of solidarity with demo-
cratic Spain, but a powerful answer on the part of 10,000

workers and middle-class people, to Duplessis' attacks on de-

mocracy—and finally, most significant of all there came the

entrance of the Catholic Syndicates into the field of mass
struggle, with the strike against Dominion Textiles and the

steel and dockyard strikes in Sorel. Even before the textile

strike, the Financial Post, in its issue of June 19, 1937, bore

witness to the "new truculence" shown by the Catholic Syndi-

cate.

"The Catholic bodies," it observed, "are now showing
themselves quite prepared to resort to strike to break dead'

locks with employers, and imbued with a new truculence re-

flected by demands for substantial wage increases and "closed

shop
1

agreements/' It then goes on to speak of the "new
militancy" of the Catholic workers as shown in the struggle

at Sorel.

In the textile strike, which won from the textile barons

the recognition of the right to a collective contract and in-

creased wages, this "new militancy" was demonstrated on a

vast scale. It proved that the French-Canadian working class

is coming to understand that only in organized struggle can

they win a betterment of their lot; and that their beliefs as

Catholics are by no means irreconcilable with militant strike

action.

At the same time, the textile strike raised tentatively and
for the first time, the. vital question of possible co-operation

between the Catholic Syndicates and the International trade-

union movement, in the common battle with a common enemy.
Such co-operation was achieved in the fight against Bills .19

and 20.
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UNITY OF ALL CANADIANS IMPERATIVE

Just a century ago, our fathers penned a message to the

English workingmen, pledging themselves and the Patriot

cause to stand firm against reaction. Their words, in this letter

from the Patriot Central Committee to the London Working-
men's Association, signed by Papineau and Delormier and a

dozen others, have a meaning for us today. They wrote:

"Have you reflected on the mighty responsibility to the

British Empire which has developed upon the people of this

province? The British ministry could never have introduced

a monstrous measure which aims at the destruction of

the powers of a democracy—were it not that your aristocracy

are preparing an unholy scheme for the destruction of your
own liberties. Lower Canada is made the theatre of the

experiment, because it is imagined that the majority of the

population, being of French extraction, though borne down
by continued abuse or arbitrary exactions, would excite no
sympathy among the English race by which they are sur-

rounded.
"

"The conviction of the mighty responsibility resting upon
us, far from discouraging, invigorates us, conscious that all

energetic and free minds must watch with intense interest

our struggle—that their wishes are for us, and that they pray
that we may successfully defend the rights of all!—For our-
selves, rest assured, we are determined never to submit to the
intended ministerial usurpation—never to live with the world 5
finger pointed at us as a people who permitted their birthright
to be wrested from them, thereby establishing a precedent for
a similar aggression on the liberties of their brother
colonists . .

.!"

So we today, in the face of the "ministerial usurpation" of
a Duplessis, aimed at "the destruction of the powers of a
democracy," in the face of that unholy scheme for the destruc-
tion of your own liberties" which is being hatched by Tory
reaction—the English-speaking people of Canada must stand
side by side with the French-Canadians of Quebec, in defense
of Democratic Liberty and Peace.
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IMM—

DISALLOW
the

PADLOCK LAW

We appeal to all Canadians

who cherish democratic insti-

tutions and rights to lend their

support to this campaign for

the disallowance of the pad-

lock law.

THE DEADLINE IS JULY 8

SIGN PETITIONS NOW ! !

For Information write to

The Committee on the Padlock

Law and Civil Liberties

H. A. Potter, Secretary

Room 402, 95 King St. E.
EL. 4842


