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"Early Days in Waterford"
By F. M. Pearce

Chapter 1

In the closing years of the 18th
century the site of the village of
Waterford was still covered with
dense forest broken only by the
Indian trail, part of which to-

day forms Waterford's Main
Street. In 1797, four years after

the first white man took up land
in Norfolk, in the Long Point
District, now Charlotteville, Wat-
erford's history began with the
arrival of the first settler.

In 1796 Job Slaght, his wife and
family of several small children,
left their home in New Jersey
and came to the Niagara District
where Mr. Slaght purchased
1400 acres of land. He was a
blacksmith by trade and possess-
ed considerable means for those
times. The following year in
company with others, the family
came along the shore of Lake
Erie bringing with them horses
and cows and other stock. Aaron,
who was destined to play an im-
portant part in the early days of
Waterford, was the youngest of
five sons and was three years
old as he rode on the back of a
horse with his mother as they
came up from Niagara.

At Dover (before Port Dover
was founded) they turned north
through the bush to follow the
Indian trail till the Nanticoke
Creek was reached. Here, where
the water must be forded, hence
the name, the family settled and
took up land, lots 8 and 9 of the
8th concession of Townsend.
With them from Niagara had
come Ezra Parney, then a lad of
seventeen years, who made the
first clearing in the settlement,
helped build the first log cabin
by the creek, prepared the land
and sowed the grain for the first

harvest. Ezra Parney was brave,
industrious, patient and persev-

ering and a long, busy life testi-

fied to his success. He married
Elizabeth, second daughter of

Job Slaght and settled on land
given her by her father north of
Waterford, where their son,

David, later built the fine stone
homestead, now known as Dun-
durn. Ezra Parney was the dis-

trict's first blacksmith and also

kept a house of entertainment
for travellers at his farm home.

In the clearing at Waterford, a
man by the name of Paul Averill
built a mill with money supplied
by Job Slaght. Other settlers had
come into the district and the
mill became a centre to which
the grain was brought and some-
times exchanged for provisions
from the store which was early
opened. The first election for the
Canadian Parliament of which
we have an account, was held at

Averill's mill at Waterford in

18(Kh_____ _
Burning of the Mill

In 1812, when General Mc-
Arthur's American soldiers raid-

ed the district, the mill was in the
possession of Morris Sovereign.
Twice the invaders set fire to the

mill and each time it was ex-
tinguished by Mr. Sovereign and
his friends. The third time it was
fired and its owner was given to

understand that if he interfered
again it would be at the peril of

his life. Not heeding the warn-
ing he once more attempted to

save his property, when he was
rudely seized and taken to the
hill near the present Baptist

Church. A rope was put about
his neck and he was about to be
hanged when he gave the Masonic
sign of distress and was spared
by the General, a brother mason.
The mill was rebuilt and Job

Loder one of the outstanding
men of bygone days in Waterford



bought it. He added a saw mill

and logs soon filled the pond and
the hill sides. He finally sold the
grist mill to Mr. Aaron Slaght
son of the original owner. Fire
again destroyed the ancient land-
mark but Mr. Slaght replaced it

with the fine stone mill which
withstood the storms and floods

of many years till it was torn

down in 1930 to make way for

the Highway bridge.. During the
years several men owned the mill

but Squire T. W. Clark, a half

brother of Rev. Aaron Slaght,
finally acquired the property and
his assistant was his son-in-law,

Dr. A. C. Duncombe, who later
purchased the mill and was suc-

ceeded by his son the late Mr. T.

D. Duncombe.
A large part of Waterford was

originally owned by four famil-
ies: Slaght, Sovereign, Bowlby,
Green.

The Slaght Family
In 1807 Job Slaght made

his will in which he left to each
of his five sons, two hundred
acres and to each of his three
daughters one hundred acres, a
total of thirteen hundred acres.

At that time good Townsend land
could be purchased for twenty-
five cents an acre. Of the sons,

only Aaron remained at Water-
ford, he building a homestead
just east of the present cemetery.
On this farm was located the

Slaght burying ground which a
few years ago was incorporated
into Greenwood and in the south
east corner of the cemetery may
be found the grave of Waterford's
first settler. Later Aaron Slaght
built a home in the village where
the T. D. Duncombe house now
stands. Beside clearing and till-

ing many acres, he ran the mill
and store and was assisted by his
son Rev. Aaron Slaght, who for
thirty-six years was pastor of the
Baptist Church and in whose
honor a memorial window has
been placed there. He was the
last scion of the Slaght family to

hold part of the estate at Water-
ford which was gradually sold
off into smaller farms. Rev.
Aaron Slaght was born in 1822
and graduated in 1845 from the
Baptist College at Montreal, in
which city he also studied min-
ing at McGill University. In ad-
dition to many pastoral duties,
Elder Slaght found time for agri-
culture and operated a nursery
for about fifteen years near his
home which still stands beside
the railway and is approached
by a road beneath Main Street
bridge. For fifteen years he was
engaged with his father in the
milling and shipping business.

He was a Justice of the Peace, for
ten years Superintendent of
Schools for Townsend and in 1890
was appointed Inspector of Mines
for the Province of Ontario. He
was interested in the silver mines
of Colorado where he spent about
four years, returning in 1886. He
dealt in real estate in Waterford
and opened up Sylvia street
which he named for his wife,
Sylvia Beemer. Elder Slaght was
one of the ablest and noblest of
Waterford's native sons and after

an exceptionally active and use-
ful life he passed away in 1898,
aged seventy-six years.

A nephew of Rev. Aaron
Slaght, Mr. Lewis Slaght, built
the large home now occupied by
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mott.

The Clark Family
In 1842, Squire Thomas Clark,

a step-son of Aaron Slaght, moved
in from Bloomsburg and took
over the contract of clearing and
tilling four hundred acres of
land belonging to the Slaght es-

tate. He built the Clark home-
stead which stands at the north
end of the present McWhinnie
property, east of the village.

Here his family of five sons
and four daughters grew up.

While they were still young their

father provided a governess for
them. She must have been a
young woman of culture for in



the evenings, summer and win-
ter she would take them out un-
der the stars and teach them to

know the constellations and the
planets,

—"the heavens that de-
clare the glory of God and the
firmament showing his handi-
work." One of these boys, Nelson
Clark, became prominent in the
mercantile life of the village and
built the handsome brick house on
south Main Street now owned
by Miss Marie Clark. He planted
the beautiful maple trees on Main
street which at one time were in

danger of destruction because
their shade often turned Main
street into a mud hole. Improved
roads eventually prevented that
catastrophe. Nelson Clark died in

1934 in his 99th year.

James, a younger brother, re-

mained on the farm for many
years before retiring to Water-
ford where he died two years ago
at the home of his daughter, Mrs.
H. B. Cunningham. Mr. Osgoode
Clark, Mrs. W. E. Stafford and
Mrs. Wm. Atkinson, all of Water-
ford, are children of James Clark.
Mrs. F. S. Marlatt is the daughter
of Squire Clark's daughter who
married Dr. A. C. Duncombe.

The Sovereign Family

In 1800 the Sovereign family
came to Norfolk also from New
Jersey. Two brothers, Leonard
and Morris, took up land north
of the Nanticoke to the first con-
cession north, and west almost to

Round Plains. With them came
their aged parents who had been
married fifty-five years before
they left their comfortable old

home for the arduous journey to

the wilderness of Upper Canada.
They lived but three or four
years amid difficult pioneer sur-
roundings and their graves,
probably the first in Waterford,
were marked by a clump of elm
trees still standing about thirty

feet north of the large stone
house on North Main Street.

Morris and Leonard Sovereign
cleared the forests, planted and
reaped the harvests, ran the grist

mill and store and to a large ex-
tent laid the foundations of Wa-
terford, Leonard Jr., son of pion-
eer Leonard and father of of the
late Mr. Louis L. Sovereign, built

the homestead now owned by Mr.
J. C. Hare and was one of the
leading agriculturists of the dis-

trict. He was exceedingly public
spirited and almost all public
enterprises of early days were in-

debted to his aid.

Morris preferred to spell his

name Sovereen which he claimed
was the original mode. One of his
five sons, Leamon Sovereen, set-

tled in Simcoe, about the middle
of the last century, where he built

up a general merchandising busi-
ness with most original methods
and was a well-known character,
greatly missed at his death. His
son, Sylvanus Sovereen continued
his father's business most success-
fully where now the Walker Store
stands. A son, Arthur Sovereen
stil] carries the name in Simcoe.
George Sovereign, youngest of

the nine sons of pioneer Frederick
Sovereign also settled in Water-
ford. The Sovereigns were noted
for their powerful physique and
untiring industry, so needed in
pioneer days.

The Bowlby Family

In 1820 Adam Bowlby of U. E.

L. stock from New Jersey, who
had lived for some years with an
uncle, Squire Thomas Bowlby of

Woodhouse, came to Waterford,
married Elizabeth Sovereign,
daughter of pioneer Leonard
Sovereign. After some years of

farming near Round Plains, Vit-

toria and on the Bowlby farm on
the Town Line, Mr. and Mrs.
Bowlby returned to Waterford
and acquired considerable land
east of Main St., north of Mechan-
ic St. Here a son, Doctor Alfred
Bowlby, built the palatial stone
mansion, now the property of Mr.
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E. W. Toll. Alfred Bowlby began
studying medicine with Dr. Park
in Simcoe in 1840, after which he
went to New York for further
study. His trip to that city was
an interesting one. He drove to

Brantford and from there went by
boat to Dunnville, then to Buffalo.

There he took a packet boat down
the Erie Canal to the Albany Riv-
er, thence to New York.
The doctor next went to Toron-

to to college where Dr. Merrett of

Waterford and Dr. Salmon of Sim-
coe were then in attendance. After
being there a short time he found
he would not be allowed to gradu-
ate unless he became a member of

the English church. His mother
had brought him up a Baptist and
remaining true to her teachings
he would not comply with the re-

gulations. He then went to Mc-
Gill University at Montreal,
where he graduated. The trip to

Montreal was made in winter
when the snow was over the
fences. Hon. Robt. Baldwin and
Mr. Caley accompanied him on
this trip, which was made all the
way by sleigh. The journey was
made in relays, changing horses
every twenty or twenty-five miles
and in this way it did not take so

long as one would think. In 1846
he started to practise in Waterford
in his father's house on North
Main Street and for upwards of

sixty-five years was a widely
known and successful physician

and surgeon.
Dr. and Mrs. Bowlby celebrated

their sixtieth wedding anniversary
in 1914, both passing away soon
after. Their son Arthur was reeve
from 1891 till 1911 and did a great
deal for the development of the
village. During his regime, cem-
ent sidewalks were laid, replacing
the old plank ones, drains were
put in on Main Street, the Blue
Line plank bridge, which was
about 400 feet long, was shortened
by filling in and many other im-
provements made. Arthur and
Russel Bowlby operated a canning

factory near where now stands the
waterworks plant. This was the
second fruit canning factory in

Canada and was built about fifty-

five years ago. A few years earl-

ier a man by the name of Robert
Moore, a brother-in-law of Mrs.
(Dr.) Alfred Bowlby went to

Rochester, N.Y., where he learned
the canning business in the Curtis
Bros, plant. Returning to Simcoe
he interested the late Mr. William
Innes Sr., in establishing a factory
there. The following year, Mr. J.

E. Reynolds of Waterford went to

Simcoe and after learning the
business, returned and set up a
small factory at the rear of his

home, corner of Main and College
Streets, now the home of Mrs. B.
Stanford and the Messrs. Smith.
Mr. Reynolds was a brother-in-
law of the Bowlby brothers who,
after his death, took over the busi-
ness and built the factory on the
Bowlby property. For years this

was the largest fruit canning plant
in the province, as many as one
hundred and fifty hands being em-
ployed. At one time a large wa-
gon carrying twenty-five pass-
engers made daily trips to Bos-
ton and Wilsonville to bring
helpers. The factory ran about
seven months in the year, fruits

being brought in from the South-
ern States, especially New Jer-

sey peaches in large quantities.
Large shipments of goods carried
the name of Waterford far and
wide. At the turn of the century
the business was taken over by
the Dominion Canners, the pres-

ent factory built later, and a large
tenement house, erected west of

the factory, accommodating a

number of employees largely
Europeans, brought in from Buf-
falo for the summer months. Mr.
Arthur Bowlby was manager for

Dominion Canners. Mr. L. B. Rey-
nolds is a son of the founder of

the canning factory.

The Green Family

The fourth family to own



much of Waterford was that

of Mr. James L. Green who came
in the late 30's of the last century
from Ohio and gradually acquir-
ed all the land lying between
what is now Alice street and the
southern limits of the village and
west to where McCool's Creek
runs into the pond.
Where now the L. E. and N.

station stands was once Green's
Woods, a fine park with swings,
seats and picnic facilities. In
1883 the village council made a
grant for the Canada Southern
R.R. employees' picnic held there
and frequently picnics came from
as far as Brantford to enjoy the
scenery about the pond, the pro-
fusion of wild flowers and ex-
quisite ferns with which the
woods abounded. Most of Mr.
Green's acres had been originally
the property of Paul Averill who
built Waterford's first mill. Then
Job Loder an uncle of James L.
Green seems to have acquir-
ed it, and during his tenure he
built a chapel on the site of
the present Baptist church, also
willed the lot now occupied by
Trinity Church to the Anglicans
and Presbyterians.

An Industrial Magnate
Through the years Mr. Green

carved his many acres into small
farms which others cleared and
tilled. He opened up St. James
Street, named for himself, when
Main, West and Mechanic Streets
were the only ones in the village.

He built about thirty houses,
many of them for the employees
of his foundry whom he encour-
aged to buy and pay for homes on
the instalment plan so as to
eventually own their own prop-
erties. Mr. H. O. Squire's home
on Main Street, Mr. Green built

for his own residence, also Mr.
Alvy Irwin's house on St. James
Street which was for many years
the home of Mr. Nelson Green
who was Waterford's first reeve
in 1878-1884.

In the 1840's and 50's, James L.

Green was somewhat of an indus-
trial magnate in Waterford. With
the aid of his two sons, Wesley
and Nelson, he built the first

foundry in this district on the
west side of West Street at the
foot of the hill. At the outset
their products were mainly
ploughs and stoves, but as the
age of invention crept in, they
commenced the output of other
farm implements. Then the busi-
ness outgrew the stone building
which was sold to Dr. O. H. Dun-
combe and Mr. Jas. Parney who
carried on a general store there.
Mr. Green built a large factory
on St. James Street where Mr.
Bailey's office and the L.D.S.
church now stand. Here were
built the famous Royal Royce
Reapers, a marvellous invention
at that time. An advertising
sheet published by them in 1879
contains many letters of com-
mendation from England, Scot-
land, the United States, Australia
and many other points in Canada.
Highest honors were won at the
Philadelphia Exposition in 1876;
Australia, 1877; Paris 1878; and
Glasglow, Scotland, 1878. But
soon there came the growing
competition of larger capitalists

to meet, and an endeavor was
made to produce a cheaper reap-
er by eliminating certain parts.

This proved disastrous and sales

fell off turning the tide that
seemed to be carrying Waterford
on to becoming a great manufac-
turing centre.

Then in 1883 fire destroyed the
extensive works and a new
building was erected on the site

of the present canning factory
but after a few years this too fell

victim to the flames and Green
Bros, did not rebuild.

Chapter II.

The business section of Water-
ford grew up Main and West
Streets, forming a flat iron with a
few shops on either side. Across
the creek, a store was early built
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on the corner of Main and Mech-
anic Streets by G. W. Park, who,
back in the 60's also ran a distil-

lery. South of the store, stood
Freeman Slaght's hotel, after-
wards purchased by G. F. Teeter.
The Beemer House, owned by
Lewis Beemer, stood on the site of

the present movie theatre and in

those days when travelling was
by horse-back, horse and buggy
or stage coach, both hotels did a
thriving business.

One of the earliest merchants
was Job Loder, who came from
New Jersey and settled in the
Turkey Point District, where, in

1803, he kept a tavern and built

a jail and court house, being ap-
pointed jailer that year. He was
a man of sterling integrity, and
though he had left New Jersey,
hopelessly involved in debt and
liable to imprisonment, after ma-
king sufficient money in this new
land, he returned and paid his old
creditors in full. In the second
decade of the century, he came to

Waterford, where he purchased
the mill and enlarged it, built a
sawmill and engaged in merchan-
dising, his store being in the old
Beemer House.

About 1828 he went to Ancaster
leaving others in charge of his
affairs here. There he was joined
by his nephew, James Loder
Green, who remained about two
years, during which time he was
chiefly occupied in supervising
the cutting of the canal, across the
beach from Burlington Bay to the
Lake. From Ancaster Mr. Green
came to Waterford and took
charge of his uncle's mercantile
and other business, later acquir-
ing most of Mr. Loder's land in

the western part of the village
and engaging in business on his
own account. Besides a foundry,
Mr. Green built a business block
in the gore in the heart of the
village and was engaged in the
hardware business.

Mr. Green married Elizabeth,
elder daughter of Morris Sover-

eign, one of Waterford's earliest
settlers. He frequently held posi-
tions of public trust, as Magistrate
and Councillor and was among
the first in the great temperance
reform in our town, being an un-
flinching adherent to this cause
till his death in 1887, at the age of
77 years.

Early in the century, Jacob
Saylor came as a young man from
Philadelphia, and acquired from
Mr. Green the land extending
from the top of the hill on West
Street to the pond, and west to
where Penman's now stands.
Much of this he cleared and till-

ed. He owned and ran the mill
for a number of years, which
soon after he sold, was burned
and replaced by the stone mill.
For many years he carried on a
dry goods and grocery store and
is listed with James L. Green
and Barton Becker as Water-
ford's general merchants in 1851.
About 1840, he built for his home,
the house, which many years
later was remodeled and became
Robinson's Business College, also
the house on Alice street, now oc-
cupied by the Misses Bauslaugh,
which then stood just north of
his own home. Finally Mr. Say-
lor sold his land to Mr. Barton
Becker and removed from Water-
ford. His son Arthur Saylor was
long a resident and his daughter,
Mrs. John Yocom, still lives here.

In 1820 there came from New
York State, a young man by the
name of Barton Becker, who
worked for a few years for Job
Loder, then went to Rockford
where he engaged in the lumber
business. In 1929 Mr. Becker mar-
ried Harriett, daughter of Morris
Sovereign and sister of Elizabeth,
who later married Jas. L. Green.
Returning to Waterford in 1842,
he opened a general store in a
fine two storied building which
he built near the pond, on the
west side of Main Street. This
was purchased many years later
by the M. C. R. R. and torn down,
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being very near the tracks. Mr.
Becker purchased Mr. Saylor's

property and resided in the house
now the Business College. His
son, Leamon Becker, carried on
his father's business and in later

years ran a private bank.
Barton Becker died at the home

of his daughter, Mrs. A. B.
Walker, in 1893, aged 93 years.

In 1881 the village purchased
from Leamon Becker the right

of way for Alice Street for $200.
His home near the store was
moved there, and is now the pro-
perty of the Misses Bauslaugh.
The street was named for Alice
Sovereign, daughter of Leonard
Sovereign and sister-in-law of
Mr. Becker. She married Col. I.

E. York, a druggist in Waterford
for many years. Mr. Leamon
Becker built the large brick
house, now Waterford Hospital,
and Mr. and Mrs. Becker and Mr.
and Mrs. I. E. York and sons oc-
cupied it. Mr. Becker also built
on the corner of Main and Alice
streets a fine three-storied busi-

ness block with large well equip-
ped opera house above the stores,

but this was destroyed by fire and
was replaced by the Alice Block,
which also fell prey to the flames.
Other business blocks were erect-
ed by Daniel Beemer and Louis
Beemer on the east side of Main
street, but these, together with
the Green property in the flatiron
were swept away by fire in 1890,

when, to prevent the destruction
of the entire village, Simcoe and
Brantford fire brigades were call-

ed in, the latter being brought by
railway.

Other fires followed and the
last landmark of the original
business section was the Beem-
er Hotel, which stood near the
track on the east side of Main
Street and which was destroyed
by fire in 1907.

In 1851 Waterford business
men listed were B. Becker, dry-
goods, groceries and hardware,
also tannery; James L. Green,

postmaster, Justice of the Peace,
iron founder, manufacturers of
stoves, threshing machines, agri-
cultural implements; George Hall,

grocer and distiller; G. W. Park,
groceries, drygoods, hardware;
William Redker, hotel and stage-
house; James Smith, saddler and
harness maker; D. Starr, book-
seller and stationer; J. Saylor,

drygoods and groceries; Slaght
and Hooper, saw and flour mills;

J. Barber, cabinet maker; Philip
Beemer, innkeeper; A. S. Bezzo,
tailor; A. Botsford, blacksmith;
A. Bowlby, M.D.; P. and B. Ful-
ler, waggon-makers; R. Houcks,
boots and shoes; James Irons,

boots and shoes; William Lewis,
blacksmith; Mrs. Merrill, Semin-
ary; D. S. Merritt, blacksmith;
Joseph Merritt, apothecary; J.

Nobles, tailor; Joseph Paul, boots
and shoes; C. Pike, tailor; T. Pur-
sell, cabinet maker; Miss Redker,
milliner; L. Schram, waggon
maker; Rev. A. Slaght, Baptist
minister; W. Yeatman, waggon
maker; B. Youngs, brick maker.
All of which indicates Waterford
to have been a thriving business
centre for a large district.

Another prominent merchant
of Waterford was Mr. A. M. Lit-
tle, who came in 1868 and for
nearly thirty years was in busi-
ness here. He served as deacon
and Sunday School superinten-
dent in the Baptist Church for
many years, was president of the
High School Board for 13 years
and was elected M.L.A. for North
Norfolk 1903. He received the
unanimous nomination of the
Liberals of North Norfolk again
in 1905 but declined to run as
political life was distasteful to

him. Mr. and Mrs. Little's home,
now the residence of Mrs. Little's

niece, Mrs. Harry Mott, was wide-
ly known for its gracious hospi-
tality.

'

The business directory in 1876
includes the names of John L.
Barber whose furniture factory
stood on the present site of Mr.
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L. B. Reynold's home; E. G.
Christie, carriage painter; J. J.

Church, harness-maker; U. J.

Chambers, dentist and jeweler; A.
B. Dean, blacksmith; G. F. Mar-
ter, merchant; B. H. Rammage,
postmaster; Alex Rock, contrac-
tor; P. J. Pearce, publisher; Henry
Chart, cooper; J. P. Redker, tail-

or; Martin Tobin, butcher.

The first newspaper in Water-
ford, named "The Waterford Ex-
press," was issued in 1869 by
B. L. Chipman, a son-in-law of

Mrs. Wm. Cunningham, after-

wards Mrs. Wm. McMichael.
When Mr. Chipman moved to

Ridgetown in 1874, Mr. P. J.

Pearce took over the business,
changing the name to "Waterford
Star." Mr. Pearce built a busi-
ness block on Alice Street now
Mr. H. R. Collver's property and
the Star Office was in the second
storey till his son, P. Geo. Pearce,
erected the present Star building
in 1909.

From the 1869 Waterford Ex-
press we quote part of an adver-
tisement, "Wanted immediately
50 lazy men at $8 a day, but Not
by W. W. Boughner who needs
10 active, pushing men to travel
for the New Spring Bottomed
Mattress"—novel advertising!
Though Waterford was not in-

corporated until 1878, a public
building had stood on the Town
Hall grounds for many years. The
land was donated by Mr. James
L. Green whose uncle, Job Loder,
was the original owner. Here the
first Waterford and Townsend
Fall Fairs were held. There was
no street south of the grounds,
and the animals were tied to the
high board fence which protected
Mr. Wm. McMichael's property,
while fruit, vegetables, grain and
women's work were exhibited in
the building. Races and other
sports were held on West street,

and walking a greasy pole was
one of the attractions.
Then more commodious fair

grounds were secured at the

south west end of the village
where a race track was laid out
and the Townsend Fall Fair was
a big event for many years. In
1921 the present Community
Grounds were secured by the
Agricultural Society and the
Arena erected, and here the fair
was held till its discontinuance
some years ago. The present
Town Hall was built in 1901 and
Mr. Alex Rock was the contract-
or.

Railways
The Canada Southern Railway

was built in the early 70's, the
first train running in 1872, and
farmers of the district did a good
business providing gravel for the
road bed and wood for ties.

For a number of years quanti-
ties of trees were cut and passed
through Mr. G. F. Marter's saw
mill, to provide fuel for the en-
gines until the days of coal burn-
ing locomotives.
Before Alice Street was open-

ed, there was no road from the
village to the station, only a
muddy lane from Main Street
paralleling the tracks, and one
spring day when Mr. Joseph Lit-
tle, a brother of Mr. A. Little
brought his bride to town on one
of those early trains, the kindly
conductor noting the mud which
no horse and buggy could tra-
verse, backed the train from the
station and let the bridal pair off

at Main Street, where a plank
sidewalk led up the hill.

The new railroad made a great
change in transportation. Until
then the daily stage coach was
the only means of travel in the
district, Paris being the nearest
railroad station, and when roads
were quagmires in the spring and
autumn, travelling was difficult.

The Canada Southern R.R. con-
nected at Hagersville for Hamil-
ton, Toronto, Simcoe and Port
Dover, and provided frequent,
popular excursions to Niagara
Falls and Buffalo, as well as very
welcome shipping facilities.
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In 1889 the Brantford, Water-
loo and Lake Erie R.R. (later the

T. H. & B.) brought still further
convenient transportation, though
for years it was known as "the
pigskin", one wag said because
it was so hard to get off. The
Michigan Central purchased the
C.S.R.R. in the middle 80's and
the double track was completed
in 1907, the last rail being laid at

the Main Street crossing.

Electric Lights
Waterford was one of the first

towns in Canada to have electric

lights. In 1882, Thomas Edison
first harnessed electricity for
power, and in 1885 a dynamo was
brought from the United States,

placed in the mill and run by
water power, providing lights
for a roller skating rink, owned
by Mr. Albert Marlatt, which
stood on the south west corner of
St. James and Nichol streets.

In 1888 the Reliance Electrical
Co., one of the first of its kind in

Canada, built a factory here, and
one of their dynamos supplied
power for about a dozen arc
lights scattered through the town.
These were arranged on poles
with pulleys, and let down each
day to have the carbon renewed.
Two of these lights in the Bap-
tist Church hissed noisily during
services.

Mr. Charles Duncombe, a son
of Dr. A. C. Duncombe, was in

charge of the dynamo and was
always at the mill, while it was
running, which was usually till

eleven o'clock at night. One day
as he was replacing the carbon,
in a light, a hole in one of his
rubber gloves caused him to re-

ceive a shock, so severe as to

throw him to the ground.
Then the Reliance factory was

burned in 1896 and was not re-

built and because of heavy losses

through fire and the failure of

the bank, it was thought the town
could not afford electric lights.

Acetylene gas for lighting stores,

churches and a few homes fol-

lowed the arc lights, but was not
considered entirely safe, as prov-
ed by an explosion in the Town
Hall one evening, which caused
the floor to bulge. The streets
were dangerously dark and wise
people carried lanterns, while
homes were lighted with coal oil
lamps. In 1910, the Telephone
factory, now Penman's, was erect-
ed and a dynamo there was har-
nessed to again light the streets
with electricity, till the coming of
Hydro in 1917.

The Waterford pond, which
lends so much beauty to the dis-
trict, was made by damming of
the Nanticoke Creek at an early
date. At various times there
have been row boats, sail boats
and even a motor boat owned
by Mr. Dell Martin on the pond,
but the danger of submerged
stumps has prevented boating be-
coming a popuar pastime. Only
by keeping to the channel, which
is fifteen feet deep, can the water
be safely navigated.

For many years the pond was
full of turtles, mud and snappers,
and frogs, and the evenings were
musical with their voices in
chorus, bass, tenor, alto and so-
prano, but mostly bass. One Sat-
urday evening, when a young lad
of the village missed the last

train from Brantford and walked
the then new T. H. & B. tracks
home, he declared as he neared
the upper reaches of the pond in
the lonely, wee small hours of
the morning, the bull frogs were
croaking encouragement with
their, "Go on, John! go on, John!"
The small boys of the village
made many a penny selling frogs'
legs to the chefs on the dining
cars, and occasionally a huge
snapping turtle. Then one day
some one acquired the idea of
making a fortune in German
Carp which could be shipped to

the New York markets and the
frogs and turtles soon disappear-
ed, victims of the carnivorous
fish. The carp business did not
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prove remunerative and endeav-
ors were made, with some success,
to rid the pond of them by means
of nets. At present, perch are
thriving and being caught, and
besides a fisherman's paradise, it

is hoped the pond area may be
made a bird sanctuary.

Till the coming of artificial re-

frigeration, tons of ice were tak-

en from the pond, during the

winter months, by the railroad,
and stored in ice houses for use
in refrigerator cars. This ice har-
vest provided empoyment for as
many as 200 men. The water
rights belonged to the owners of

the mill, to whom the railroad
paid an annual sum for water and
ice. Farmers from far and near
also came for their summer's
supply. At present, legislation is

going forward for the purchase
by the village and township of

the pond and water rights, from
the estate of the late Mr. T. D.
Duncombe.

CHAPTER in.

Schools

The first public school in Wat-
erford was a one-roomed frame
building, situated where Mr. and
Mrs. Lawrence Mott's home is

now located on Main Street
North. The grounds extended to

Mechanic Street, and ball games
must have been difficult, for the
ground sloped steeply south and
west.
Among the pupils in the 30's

was the late Rev. Aaron Slaght,

who used to tell of coming to

school as a barefoot boy, through
the woods and fields east of the
village. In the 40's Nelson and
Aaron Clark and their sisters at-

tended, Aaron becoming a teach-
er in the two-roomed school
which was later built on the site

of the present public school. This
was destroyed by fire, as was a
three-roomed brick building
which replaced it. The present
school was built in 1892.

What did they teach in those
early schools. The old rhyme
says, "Readin' and writin' and
'rithmetic." Reading was more
thorough than in these days of
many books and memories
must have been excellent,
for one old lady told of
memorizing the whole of
Scott's Lady of the Lake and
whole chapters of the Bible.

When well over eighty, Mrs. Eli

Barber of Scotland, a daughter of
Squire Clark, recited at a con-
cert some of her memory work of
early school days. One aged
teacher, in the 80's, still insisted

his public school senior pupils
learn Latin roots, that they might
better appreciate English, though
Latin roots had long since been
dropped from the curriculum.
Grammar was either neglected

or taught under the difficulty of

wrong home example, for incor-

rect grammar was too prevalent
sixty or more years ago, due per-

haps to the fact that early schools

in Norfolk were for the landed
gentry only who could pay for

their education and compulsory
education was unknown.

Singing was enjoyed and in

1868 a book of songs for use in

the public schools of Canada was
arranged by Henry Sefton, teach-

er of music in the normal and
model schools of Ontario, and
authorized by the chief superin-
tendent, Rev. Egerton Ryerson.
Good writing was considered
more important than in these days
of typewriters and many treas-

ured old letters and documents
are works of art. There was
plenty of time for careful writ-

ing and nerves were not yet fash-

ionable. The Friday afternoon
spelling bee was an event to which
the pupils looked forward and
which developed excellent spell-

ing.

A number of private schools

were established in the village

for junior pupils. As early as 1850

and through the 60's, a Mrs.
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Merrill conducted a seminary for

young ladies in the house on West
Street now occupied by the Cade
family, and Mrs. Henrietta Par-
ney, aunt and foster mother of
the late Mr. S. L. Squire, held
school in her home on Leamon
Street for a number of years in

the 70's. Mr. Squire, who was
Deputy Minister of Highways in

Ontario during the Ferguson Gov-
ernment, gave his aunt credit for
his knowledge of politics and his

strong Conservative principles, in

a day when women were suppos-
ed to have little or no knowledge
of such matters. Among the early
teachers in our public school was
Mr. J. Darling Smith, who drove
in each day from Townsend Cen-
tre. He had taught thirteen years,

when in 1866, his pupils present-
ed him with a handsome silver-

trimmed album, which was to

contain the pictures of his pupils.

Miss Carrie Parney was another
well loved teacher of seventy-
five or more years ago. In the
70's Mr. W. H. Weston was the
teacher and older people still

speak of him with affection.

But no secondary education was
available in Waterford until 1892
and prior to that some young
people attended Woodstock Col-
lege, Ottawa and Hamilton La-
dies' colleges and High Schools
in Simcoe, Brantford and St.

Catharines.

Fifth class or Junior Leaving
examination work was taken up
at Waterford Public School and
evidently the majority of people
were quite content with that, for

it was against much opposition
that the idea of a High School,
first advanced by Col. I. E. York,
was carried to reality. The de-
struction of the public school by
fire and the necessity for rebuild-
ing brought the matter to a
crisis.

No doubt there was consterna-
tion in the village council when
it was asked for $7,000 to build
a High School, when so many

voters were opposed to the whole
proposition. But in the summer
of 1892 the building was com-
pleted and Hon. G. W. Ross,
Premier of Ontario was invited
to attend its opening. The first

year proved the wisdom of the
school's far-seeing promoters, for
the three class rooms were well
filled, nearly one hundred being
in attendance. Col. York was for
nearly thirty years secretary-
treasurer of the High School, and
Mr. A. M. Little its chairman for
thirteen years. Other members
of the first board were A. B.
Walker (son-in-law of Barton
Becker), J. K. McMichael, B. H.
Rammage, post master and A. M.
Tobin.

The war of 1914-18 depleted the
attendance, many of the older
students enlisting, and junior
ones leaving to take places on the
farm or in business of men who
had gone to the front. The hon-
our roll contained fifty-four
names, four of which were girls

who enlisted as nurses.

A fine library was built up, for
the beginning of which were giv-

en the proceeds of $60 from the
first High School concert, held in

the old Opera House in the Alice
Block, in 1893. Both the honour
roll and library were lost in the
destruction by fire of the school
in 1936. In 1924 P. G. Mar-
shall was engaged to teach music
in the school, and under his cap-
able direction the High School
won fame as the first High School
choir in the province to sing be-
fore the Ontario Educational
Conference in 1932. The present
splendid school was erected im-
mediately following the fire of

1936.

Another boon to Waterford
educationally has been the Rob-
inson Business College. Mr. O. U.
Robinson was one of the pupils

of the High School here when it

was held in rooms above the

stores in the Union Block, which
stood on the site of Tench's Gar-
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age. He was among those who
entered the High School building
when first erected, and graduat-
ed in the class of 1897. He at-

tended the old Simcoe Model
School under I. S. Rowat and the
Central Business College of

Stratford, graduating from both.

After holding important teaching
positions in Concord, N.H., Al-
bany, N.Y. and Brooklyn N.Y.,

for ten years, he was stricken
with arthritis and was forced to

return to his farm home at Round
Plains. During four years of in-

tense suffering spent in bed, Mr.
Robinson did considerable journ-
alistic work. For three years he
carried on commercial classes at

the farm and then in 1914 came to

Waterford, where during the
twenty-seven years, over 1800
students have passed through the
school.

For twenty-three years there
have been from three to five
teachers on the staff. The school
has provided great opportunity
for young people of Waterford
and vicinity to prepare for posi-

tions in the business world,
which Mr. Robinson has secured
for them to a large extent.

The High School and Robin-
son's Business College have been
large factors in the cultural and
economic development of Wat-
erford.

Churches
At the top of the hill on Main

Street stood Waterford's first

church building, erected probably
in the 20's by Job Loder. It was a
small chapel where interdenom-
inational services were held by
itinerant ministers of Baptist and
Methodist faith, who rode horse-
back through the forests, visiting

the scattered settlers and often
holding meetings in the pioneer
cabins. When a Baptist Church
was organized in 1846, under the
leadership of Rev. Aaron Slaght
who had just graduated at Mon-
treal Baptist College, Mr. Loder
generously donated the deed of

the chapel to the new church. The
building was quite out of repair
but it was soon renovated and the
membership of eight increased
rapidly. One of the first resolu-
tions put on the records of the
church was to the effect of grant-
ing the use of the building on al-
ternate Sundays to the Metho-
dists. About the middle of the
century there were three
branches of the Methodists in the
village; Wesleyan, New Connec-
tion and Episcopal. The former
two united as Canada Methodist
and built a church which was in
1889 enlarged and brick veneer-
ed, forming the present structure.
The Episcopal Methodists early

held Sunday School in the old
Wye Tavern, a yellow frame
building, which stood on the south
west corner of Main and College
streets. Later they built a church
opposite on the north esst corner.

The Episcopal Methodist church
was one of a circuit including
Villa Nova, Rockford, Lynnville
and Oakland. About 1880 under
the pastorate of Rev. John Lay-
cock, the church united with the
Canada Methodist and the old
building was eventually purchas-
ed by Dr. A. C. Duncombe, who
made it into a dwelling house.
James L. Green and his sons were
devoted Methodists, and donated
the ground for the Methodist
Church and parsonage and help-
ed build both the present par-
sonage and a former one, as well
as the church itself. Mr. Nelson
Green long led the choir there.

The present Baptist Church
was built in 1877 on the site of

the first chapel, which was mov-
ed to the hill on West Street and
made into a dwelling, later de-
stroyed by fire. The new edifice

cost $15,000, a large sum in those
days and when Rev. Aaron Slaght
resigned in 1882 there was a

membership of 360. In a church
statement about that time are

found the names of twelve Mc-
Michaels and five Duncombes,
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two families long prominent in

the work of the church.

Elder Slaght was also instru-

mental in building up churches
at Bloomsburg, where he baptized
twenty-five in one day; at Round
Plains where he ministered to a

church of sixty members, and in

Lynnville, where in 1886 he took

up the work with eleven members
which increased to sixty. At one
time he also conducted a Bible

class for young women each Sat-

urday morning in Dr. Bowlby's
large stone home, now Mr. E. W.
Toll's property. Elder Slaght was
a man of strong character, yet
wise, kind and sympathetic in his

dealings with others, and his noble
Christian life left a lasting im-
pression on the community.

It is recorded that a small
Presbyterian chapel stood on
Main Street on land willed by
Job Loder to that denomination
and the Anglicans. But it must
have been removed early for the

land was for many years Water-
ford's cemetery. In 1890 the
Presbyterians built on St. James
street, but after a few years the

church was sold to the Latter Day
Saints. Perhaps it is Waterford's
loss that so few of the Church of

Scotland ever came this way.

The first Anglican Church is

the one now owned by the Ukrain-
ians and here the congregation
worshipped until in 1909. Water-
ford's first cemetery, long aban-
doned and neglected, was re-

moved and Trinity Church erect-

ed on the site, making a great im-
provement in the appearance of
the town. Rev. James Ward was
rector and the building commit-
tee comprised Dr. Wm. McGuire,
Dr. F. Snyder, Mr. John Matchett,
Mr. A. Bowlby, Mr. N. H. Cowdry.

The grounds also provided
ample space for fine bowling
greens, the club having previous-
ly used a small space south of W.
J. Church's block.

Sixty years ago many of the

children of the village attended
all three Sunday Schools, which
met at different hours.

In early days finances were
largely raised by the sale of seats,

each family owning its own pew,
although a few free seats were
reserved. The churches were
largely-attended and present-day
Christians owe a debt of gratitude
to those who built the beautiful
and well-furnished edifices for

the worship of God. May we be
faithful in this our day and gen-
eration.

"Faith of our fathers, living still,

We will be true to Thee till

death."

A Pioneer Doctor
The first doctor to practice in

Waterford was Dr. David Dun-
combe who, as a lad of seventeen,
came to Upper Canada from New
York State in 1819 with his bro-
ther, Dr. Charles Duncombe, with
whom he studied medicine. In

1821, their father, Thomas Dun-
combe, joined them and settled
with his sons near where the
City of London now stands.
When only eighteen years of

age, Dr. Duncombe began the
practice of medicine under his

brother's direction, and for over
sixty-five years his name was a
familiar household word in this

part of Canada. In 1823 his fath-
er died, and under the then exist-

ing law, his eldest son inherited
all the property, leaving David
with almost nothing.
The next year he attended lec-

tures at Fairfield College, New
York, there being no medical
school in Canada at that early
date. At the close of the course
he found himself penniless, so
with his clothes and text books on
his back, through roads that were
little more than Indian trails, he
made the whole journey of five

hundred miles on foot. On his
return he practised a short time
at St. Thomas, and in the winter
of 1824 settled in Townsend north
of Waterford, where later he
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built the fine stone house now the
property of Mr. Herschel Glover.

His early practice extended
from St. Thomas to Ancaster and
as these journeys were made on
horseback over roads that were
at times all but impassable,
through mud, rain and snow, and
with patients to treat all along
the way, one can scarcely realize

the hardships involved in a doc-
tor's life in the days when Can-
ada was young.

Many Epidemics •

Those were days of dreaded
epidemics, when five or six or
more children in one family were
taken away at one time with
scarlet fever or , diphtheria.
Small pox took an entire family
of eleven children in one epi-
demic, leaving the father and
mother alone.
Beside his strenuous work as a

physician, Dr. Duncombe cleared
and cultivated a farm, and raised
and educated a large family. He
was also a thorough patriot, a
sagacious and independent poli-

tician and was twice elected to

the Parliament of Upper Canada,
in 1835 and 1837. He was a zeal-

ous, uncompromising advocate of
Reform measures upon constitu-
tional grounds, and did his part
in obtaining such changes as fin-

ally secured for this country re-

sponsible government.
In 1826 he married Mary Chap-

in, and one of their seven chil-

dren was Dr. A. C. Duncombe,
long prominent in Waterford. He
graduated in medicine from Vic-
toria Medical School in 1862 and
after practising seven years at

Boston, came to Waterford where
he was a physician for many
years. In 1870 he purchased the
milling business in which he was
assisted by his sons Thomas, who
carried on his father's business

and Charles, who passed away in
1899. Mrs. F. S. Marlatt is a
daughter. Dr. A. C. Duncombe
built the large home, beautifully
situated by the pond and later

occupied by Mr. T. D. Duncombe's
family. Mr. T. D. Duncombe was
interested in civic affairs being
on the council for a number of
years and treasurer of Townsend
Township. For about fifty years
he was treasurer of the Baptist
Church, where he was a deacon
and a loyal and active member.
He passed away December, 1939,

aged 74 years.

Our townsman Mr. Leo Dun-
combe is a son of another son of
Dr. David Duncombe, Elijah, long
a resident of Waterford. It was
on Elijah Duncombe's property
that the railroad station was
built.

Stolen by Indians
Dr. David Duncombe married

for his second wife, Nancy C.

Nelles, daughter of Captain A.
Nelles of Townsend, whose mo-
ther, Mary Sitts, was stolen by
the Indians in New York State
and brought to the Niagara dis-

trict, where eight years after her
capture and when fifteen years

of age she was ransomed by Ma-
jor Nelles.

About the middle of the cen-

tury Dr. Duncombe's family mov-
ed into town from the farm north

of Waterford and resided in the

house on the south west corner

of West and Nichol streets, which
then stood on a large farm pur-

chased by Dr. Duncombe from
James L. Green. Jacob Saylor's

farm was north and Mr. Green's

south and these composed most
of what is now Waterford, south

of the pond, except the land be-

tween Main and West Streets.

Some years later the family re-

turned to the farm north of Wat-
erford,

One of Dr. and Mrs. Dun-
combe's six children is Dr. O. H.

Duncombe, who has spent his

eighty-two years in or near his

native village. After farming till

twenty-five years of age, and

conducting a store three years,

under the name of Parney and

Duncombe, he attended the On-
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tario Veterinary ollege, where he
graduated in 1889 immediately-
returning to Waterford to prac-
tise. He has long been considered
one of the ablest Veterinary sur-
geons in Southern Ontario.
For years he led the choir in

the Baptist Church and his fine

bass voice was frequently heard
in concert. Both the temporal
and spiritual welfare of the
Church have received his deep
est interest and generous aid. In
civic affairs he has served as

councillor, reeve of Waterford,
warden of the county and also as
president of Norfolk Reform As-
sociation.

Dr. and Mrs. David Duncombe
were for many years members of

the Boston Baptist church, unit-

ing during the ministry of its

first pastor, the Rev. John Har-
ris. During their residence in

this village, they removed their

membership to Waterford Bap-
tist Church, where they were
faithful and esteemed members.
Dr. Duncombe was a man of
strong religious convictions, his

grasp of scriptural truths broad
and firm and his faith unwaver-
ing. His funeral conducted by
Rev. A. Slaght, one Sunday mor-
ning in 1887 in the Baptist
Church, was one of the largest

ever held in the community. It

is remarkable that the lives of

Dr. David Duncombe and his son
Dr. O. H. Duncombe should have
covered a period of 139 years,

from 1802 till the present.

The McMichaei Family
Pioneer James McMichaei was

a native of "Auld Ayrshire," and
a grandson of another James Mc-
Michaei who was one of the Cov-
enanters of Scotland, and whose
brother, Daniel, suffered martyr-
dom for his faith.

He came from Pennsylvania
early in the century and purchas-
ed 400 acres of land in Townsend,
200 acres of which is the old Mc-
Michaei homestead, where his
grandson, Mr. J. K. McMichaei

built the mansion now the pro-
perty of Mr. Leamon McMichaei.
Part of this farm is the property
of Mr. J. H. McMichaei, whose
son, Mr. Harold McMichaei is the
fifth generation to till that land.
Here James McMichaei built his

log cabin, but two years later

passed away, leaving the mother
with nine sons and a daughter to

struggle with the difficulties of
pioneer life. The second son,
Richard married a daughter of
Ezra Parney and settled near the
old homestead. He was a man of
strong convictions on religious
and political questions, and was
for sixty years a deacon in the
Boston and Waterford Baptist
Churches. For fifteen years he
served in the Township and
County Councils and led the Re-
form party in this riding as presi-
dent.

Open Balloting

At that time there was no se-

cret balloting. Polling was done
openly in the Town Hall, crowd-
ed with eager onlookers. A crier

demanded the name of the voter,

his occupation and for which par-
ty he wished to vote. It is said
when a change was made and the
secret ballot inaugurated, Deacon
Richard McMichaei spoiled his

vote, for which he wept openly,
so highly did he esteem the duty
and privilege of the exercising of

the franchise. Large of body,
soul and mind, he was one of
Norfolk's grand old men. Mrs. O.
H. Duncombe and Mrs. Bert
Woodley are granddaughters of
Richard McMichaei.
William was the eighth son of

James McMichaei. He married
Mrs. William Cunningham, nee
Martha Kern, and settled at Bos-
ton, removing to Waterford in

1858, when his youngest son, Al-
bert, was six years old. The son
used to tell of riding in the kitch-

en cupboard on the moving wag-
on, as they came to town. Mr.
McMichaei acquired considerable
property at the southern end of
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the village to the first concession
south, including the present sites

of the High School and Commun-
ity grounds. He purchased from
Dr. J. A. Merritt, who built it,

the home on Main Street now the
property of a granddaughter,
Miss Emma Beemer. This was
remodeled extensively, and in

later years his son, Mr. Albert
McMichael, added a fine, impos-
ing porch on the north side. Mrs.
Wm. McMichael, then aged nine-
ty-four years, laid the corner-
stone on August 24th, 1905. En-
closed were the Toronto Globe,
Waterford Star, Waterford Vill-

age Voters' List 1905, Treasurer's
Statement 1904, and a picture of

the cement block machine from
which the stone was made. The
two tall pillars were christened
Boaz and Jackin, the names of

the two pillars which stood at
the porch of King Solomon's
Temple.

A Noble Character

"Grandma McMichael," as she
was affectionately known, com-
bined a noble Christian character
with an exceedingly strong pers-
onality. She was Elder Slaght's
greatest aid in the formative per-
iod of the Waterford Baptist
Church during those years of toil,

and was indeed worthy of the
beautiful window in the church,
which perpetuates her memory.
She was a faithful and devoted
wife and mother of her nine
children, and yet, wherever sick-
ness or death entered, there her
hands and heart were busy in

loving ministrations.

In her younger days she was
the pioneer nurse in the district

and used to sleep many times
fully dressed, ready to answer
the doctor's call when illness was
rife. From her many a young
mother received wise advice on
the care of her children As she
grew older, her birthday and
Christmas were always occasions
for large family gatherings, as

many as fifty being in attendance
at the dinners. The McMichael
family picnic was also an annual
event. This included members of
other branches of the original
McMichael family residing in the
district. Grandma McMichael
lived to be ninety-five years old,

passing away in 1906. Mr. Mc-
Michael died in 1888.

Excellent Farmers
The McMichaels were primar-

ily excellent farmers. Oscar,
who married a daughter of Mr.
Levi Lewis of Townsend, settled
at Rockford, but after a few years
sold there and moved to his farm
west of the pond, which later
was sold to the M.C.R. for a gra-
vel pit, now the Sand and Gravel
Company's property. He built a
home on Main Street South, now
the Squire Apartments, and here
Mr. and Mrs. McMichael lived to

celebrate their sixty - seventh
wedding anniversary, and here
Mr. McMichael passed away in

1929, aged 87 years. Reeve H. O.
Squire is a grandson and occupies
the home his great-grandfather,
Levi Lewis, formerly of Towns-
end Centre, purchased from Mr.
James L. Green, its builder. This
was the first brick house in Wat-
erford.

Mr. Albert McMichael farmed
the land in the village, originally

his father's, as well as a farm on
the McCool line south-west of

Waterford.
Both of these brothers were

deeply interested in the Baptist
Church work, and extensive im-
provements in the grounds, as

well as the interior of the build-
ing, were the result of their care-

ful planning and unselfish en-
deavor. A member of the prim-
ary class informed his mother
one day, that their picnic was to

be held at "Uncle Ab's Church,"
so evident was Mr. Albert Mc-
Michael's interest to even a

child's mind.
The appearance of the village

was always a concern of Albert
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McMichael, and he delighted in

working about, not only his own
well-kept property, but the Town
Hall and Churcn grounds, and the
boulevards. When Trinity Church
was erected, his freely given aid
was recognized in a special letter

of thanks from the building com-
mittee. Permanent up-keep of

Greenwood Cemetery, improve-
ments, including the building of

the chapel, and its well-kept and
beautiful appearance, are largely

due to the faithful service of Mr.
McMichael on the cemetery com-
mission. He died in April, 1939,

and his familiar figure on the
streets is still missed.
Another son of William Mc-

Michael, Walter, married Annie
Robb of Muncey, Penn., and set-

tled on the farm south of Water-
ford. He built the home now oc-
cupied by his son and daughter,
Mr. R. C. McMichael and Miss
Bertha McMichael. He was a
member of the Waterford Mil-
itia, and was among those who
stood on guard at the time of the
Fenian Raid of 1866, which cross-

ed from Buffalo and was repulsed
at Ridgeway.

Social and Economic Changes
In the 1880's and "gay nine-

ties," Waterford had reached a

high peak of prosperity. Busi-
ness and agriculture had thrived
and when one day a stranger in-

quired of one ot our citizens,

"who lives in all those grand
houses?" the reply was "retired
farmers," which was largely true.

Hospitality abounded in these
spacious homes. Balls were held
in the ball-room in the big stone
house—the Bowlby home—and
the fine Opera House above the
stores where the Bank now
stands.

There were big dinner parties

of thirty or forty guests, when
turkey graced either end of the
long tables, and at one a young
piglet was carved with not en-
tirely healthful results to some
of the guests. There were sugaring

off parties, when, after eating
all possible of the maple sugar,
taffy on ice and pickles to whet
the appetite for more, the guests
were invited to supper in another
room, where tables groaned with
delectable edibles.

New Year's Eve at Mr. and
Mrs. Oliver Beemer's hospitable
home, was an annual event for
many years, looked forward to by
the young people of the village.

There were sleighing parties,
with lunch at some one's home
after, skating parties on the pond
or at the first rink, now Shaver's
flour and feed store.

All the large homes of the vill-

age were frequently scenes of

joyous festivity and unbounded
hospitality.

But there was a section at the
west end of the village not so
favored, and because of the pov-
erty, ignorance and shiftlessness

of its people, and its unkept ap-
pearance, it came to be known as

Shanty Street. In the early days
of the century, schools were at-

tended only by children whose
parents could pay the teacher,
who, often, was himself unedu-
cated or self-educated, and there
were many who grew up not
knowing how to read or write.

Even for their children there was
no compulsory school education.
There was little to earn for these
people and often many to keep,
and the little was too apt to be
spent in the three bar-rooms of

the town, which took not only
men's money, but their brains as

well. It is said whiskey was car-

ried over to Shanty Street in

pailfuls.

It was an every day occurrence

to see a drunken man on the

streets and between Waterford
and Brantford there were eight

taverns, frequently so well pat-

ronized that old Dobbin had to

be trusted to find the way home.
When one of these old topers

was accosted one day with the

enquiry, "Well, Ansley how's your
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equilibrium?" the mumbled re-

ply came, "None of your
business how I make my livin'."

He was never known to make a
living nor to have much equilib-

rium. "Pioneers of Norfolk"
speaks of this man's grandfather
as "one of the mud-sills of the
social foundation of Norfolk*"
and his name appeared often in

the Grand Jury lists of pioneer
courts of the London District.

—

All of which constitutes a study
in heredity.

Then there was another man,
sober, religious, yet so ignorant
as to be quite superstitious. He
dug wells and one day when a
brick fell on his head rendering
him unconscious, he declared on
regaining his senses, that he had
been dead and the good Lord
had brought him back to life.

Nor could anyone ever shake his

belief.

The houses on Shanty Street
were what the name implied.
There was no such thing as re-

lief, old age pension or mother's
allowance in those days, and
while charity abounded on the
part of those more favored, it

could not meet the need.
But in the late 90's a change

took place, gradually, in the soc-

ial and economic life of Water-
ford.

Wealth disappeared with the
destruction of Green Bros.' foun-
dry, the Reliance Electrical
works and other property by fire

and the failure of Becker's priv-
ate bank, while the dollar began
to buy much less than it had for-

merly. The farms were sub-

divided and the large homes of
the village as well
On the other hand, Shanty

Street improved as employment
was provided by the coming of
the Dominion Canners, to such an
extent that help was brought in
from Buffalo and the Indian Re-
serve.

Then early in this century
Local Option closed the bar*
rooms and banished drunken*
ness from the streets, and money
wasted there went into improve-
ments in the homes. Also, it was
noticed, as granolithic sidewalks
were laid in 1893, there was re-
pairing and painting as well as
building of comfortable small
new homes, ti 1 West Mechanic
Street, with its fine paved high-
way, its beautiful view of the
pond and the sunsets, has be-
come one of the most desirable
places of residence. With the
coming of compulsory education,
the passing of those who could
neither read nor write, and the
advent of the High School, there
came a nearer equality along ed-
ucational, social and economic
lines.

"Early Days in Waterford" is

an endeavor to preserve some of

the events in the history of the
village during the Nineteenth
Century. Forty years of another
century have come and gone with
much of interest, the advent of

the automobile, the coming of
hydro, gas, waterworks and
highways, the sending of our
young men to two major wars,
but that is another story.






