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OLD ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, LONDON ROAD, SARNIA

Srfm* 1840
HpHE FIRST EUROPEAN to visit in the vicinity of Sarnia was La Roche Daillon,

"" a Recollet Priest, who came overland from the Mission of Ste. Marie, near

Midland, in 1626. He records that he saw petroleum issuing from the ground. This

was probably at Oil Springs in the Township of Enniskillen.

In 1640 Saint Jean Brebouef founded the Mission of St. Francis on the Aux
Sauble River about 40 miles from Sarnia, which was destroyed by the Iroquois in

1650. The stone foundations and chimney were still standing in 1820.

LaSalle and Hennepin passed up the St. Clair in 1679, being delayed at Pt.

Edward (the ancient Indian Village of Pet-ag-wano) for three days by contrary

winds. Hennepin wrote in his diary, "Those who come after us will have reason

to be grateful to us for opening up this beautiful country."

Duluth founded Fort St. Joseph at the Rapids in 1686. The earliest settlers

at Sarnia were the La Forge family whose farm was situated in the vicinity of

the Post Office. Roswell Mount, who surveyed the Township of Sarnia in 1829,

records in his notes that there was evidence that the La Forges had been on the land

for more than 100 years.

It was not until 1827 that the lands, now within Lambton County, were ceded to

the Crown by the Chippewa Indians. In that vear Henry Jones founded a settle-

ment on the Lake about 12 miles above Sarnia. Later the pioneers in this commu-

nity built their church, "St. John-in-the Wilderness," that they might sing the Lord's

song in a strange land.

Beginning in 1833 there was a great influx of settlers into the western district.



>t (itwije's Cfyurclf, jiamta

THE parish of Tri-

nity Church,
Moore (Mooretown)

was organized at a

meeting of the Ang-

lican people of the dis-

trict on June 22, 1835,

and was served by itin-

erant missionaries until

1840. In 1840 the Rev.

Alexander Pyne, M.A.,

T.C.D. a young Irish-

man, was appointed by

the English Society for

the propagation of the

Gospel (S.P.G.) to

Trinity Church Moore,

Po~t Sanra and Wal-

pole Island,

Doubtless the sacra-

ments were admin ;

ster-

ed in the hamlet of

Sarnia before 1840.

From 1840 to 1848 the

services of the church

were conducted in the

homes of the people

and in the "Chapel,"

a frame building which

stood in a square near

the corner of Lochiel

and Brock Streets, and

which was used by the various denominations.

In 1848 Captain Richard Emeric Vidal, R.N., a retired naval officer, and one

of the founders of Sarnia, purchased one acre of land on the north side of the London

Road and built, at his own expense (Alexander MacKenzie, afterwards Premier of

Canada, being the contractor) a red brick church which accommodated one hundred

people. There was no written contract for the erection of the building; the cost being

agreed to verbally, and, on completion, there were no extras. This church was en-

larged in 1857 by the addition of wooden transepts, the seating capacity being in-

creased to two hundred and sixty. All that remains of this building is a stone

with the date "1848" which was built into the tower, the east window, the font, a

tablet in memory of Captain Vidal, and a wooden plaque with the Ten Commandments
and The Lord's Prayer in gold lettering, all of which are preserved in the present

St. George's Church.

The Rev. G. J. R. Salter, M.A., Oxon, was appointed Rector of Trinity Church,

Moore, and St. George's Church, Sarnia in 1848, with the Rev. A. Williams as assistant.

In 1855 the parish was divided and the Rev. Canon Salter moved to Sarnia as Rector of

St. George's, where he served until his removal to Brantford in 1869. He was succeeded

by the Rev. Dr. Wilson who died within the year. In 1870 the Rev. T. R. Ellerby,

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, SARNIA



who had been Chaplain of the British Embassy in Vienna, was appointed Rector and

remained until 1882.

The Rev. T. R. Davis, M.A., Trinity, began his long ministry of forty years in

1882. As the town was growing southward, and because the accommodation at the

London Road Church was insufficient, it was decided to build a new church on a

new site. In 1884 the present St. George's Church was dedicated by Bishop Baldwin.

When the small population and the limited resources of the people of Sarnia of

fifty-six years ago is considered, this beautiful church was a splendid expression

of their great faith, courage and determination to rear a house worthy of God in this

place. The contract price of the new building was $22,000.00. which was finally paid

off in 1897, when the church was consecrated by Bishop Baldwin. In 1870 a Rectory

was built on the London Road near the corner of Brock Street at a cost of $2,167.00,

and in 1889 a parish hall was erected for $4,700.00.

As the town continued to grow southward the old Devine Street School was

purchased in 1892 for $1,000.00, and opened as a mission from St. George's, free of

debt. In 1898 the mission was separated from the mother church, and the new parish

of St. John was established, with the Rev. V. N. Durnford as first Rector.

The Rev. Canon T. R. Davis retired in 1922, and was succeeded by the Rev. D. W.
Collins, L.Th. A new Rectory was erected in 1925 on a more convenient site adjoin-

ing the Church.

A Sunday School to accommodate the growing population in the Northeast

section of the City was organized by St. George's in 1925. The unused Church

at Oil Springs was moved to the city and erected on the corner of Maxwell and

Russell Streets for this purpose. In 1926 regular services were commenced in this

building. The parish was separated from St. George's in 1930 under the Rev. R. C.

Brown, M.A., its first Rector. The Canon Davis Memorial Church was erected in 1931.

The Rev. Canon D. W. Collins retired in 1934, and was succeeded by the Rev.



F. G. Hardy,

L.Th. The Par-

ish Hall was

extended and

modernized,

and a chapel

added in 1938.

While the

task of found-

ing and ex-

tending the
Church in this

district during

the last one

hundred years

was being car-

ried on, it is

interesting and

significant) tt>

note that in

the same period

the Dominion-

wide extension

of the Church

in Canada also

took place. Up
until 1839
there were only

two dioceses in

this country

—

Nova Scotia,

1787, and Que-

bec, 1793. To-

day there are
THE CHAPEL, ST, GEORGE'S CHURCH

twenty - seven

dioceses in the Dominion of Canada "from sea to sea and from the river unto the ends of

the earth." The Diocese of Toronto was organized in 1839 and the Diocese of Huron in

1857. Thus the Church has ministered here in 3 dioceses, Quebec, Toronto, and Huron.

It is also interesting and significant to note that in practically the same period

of 100 years the Anglican Church became a world-wide communion. Dr. Charles Inglis,

the first colonial bishop, was consecrated Bishop of Nova Scotia in 1787. At the acces-

sion of Queen Victoria to the throne in 1837 the number of colonial bishops had increased

to seven. Today, 407 archbishops and bishops, and 32,901 clergy in 293 dioceses, wit-

ness to the historic faith of the Church of God in every part of the earth.

"Finally, let us yield unto God most high praise and hearty thanks for all those

who have departed out of this life in the faith of Christ; and for the wonderful grace and
virtue declared in all his saints, who have been the chosen vessels of his grace, and the

lights of the world in their several generation; and let us pray unto God that we may
have grace to direct our lives after their good example, that, this life ended, we may be
partakers with them of the glorious resurrection in the life everlasting. Amen."

Rector—REV. F. G. HARDY, L.TH.
Church Wardens—A. P. Mechin, S. B. Scott.

Lay Delegates to Synod—Sheriff A. J. Johnston, F. G. Depew, J. F. Newton.

Board of Management—Sheriff A. J. Johnston, J. W. Simpson, J. J. Griffith,
Dr. W. S. Hunt, Dr. W. A. Hartley, H. M. Hueston, L. S. Burke, Fred Pelling,

H. B. Galpin, John Rollins, E. G. Ahern, R. M. Perkins.
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MAJOR, THE REV. H. F. C. COCKS—RECTOR

REV. C. J. DRAPER—LOCUM TENENS

HISTORICAL SKETCH

THE HISTORY of St. John's Parish dates back to the 28th of February, 1892,

when the first service was held in the little building known as St. George's Mission

Chapel, Lot 19, on the corner of Devine and Margaret streets, had been purchased by

the Vestry of St. George's Church and the old Devine Street School was then pur-

chased and placed on the east portion facing John Street. The late Rev. Canon

T. R. Davis was then Rector of St. George's and his brother, the late Rev. Canon

Evans Davis, of London, preached the first sermon in the mission on the above date.

Operated as a mission under the supervision of St. George's, afternoon services

were held with the assistance of students and visiting clergy during 1892, 1893, and

1894. On the 10th of June, 1895, the first vestry meeting was held. Those present

included the Rev. T. R. Davis, John Rainsberry, Andrew Carson, Thomas Williams,

and William Weston. At this meeting it was decided to remain as a mission under

St. George's. Mr. V. M. Durnford, a student at Huron College, having been placed

in charge of the Parish of Point Edward and Perche (St. John-in-the-Wilderness)

by Bishop Baldwin, was asked to conduct services in the mission which he did com-

mencing August 5th, 1895. On his ordination December 8th, 1895, he was licensed



as incumbent of Point Edward and Perche. In 1896 the Executive of the Diocese

officially added South Sarnia to the charge of Point Edward and Perche and Bishop

Baldwin then named Rev. V. M. Durnford as incumbent of the combined Parish.

With the assistance of a student each Sunday the Sarnia Reserve was added in

1897 and the first morning and evening services instituted in South Sarnia on January

16th, 1898. During this period the property was in deed owned by St. George's

Vestry and as more sittings were needed it was decided to enlarge the building. Before

this was done, the Vestry of St. George's, on June 20, 1898, decided to deed the

property to the Synod of Huron which in turn deeded it to the new parish to become

known as St. John's, South Sarnia. In 1899 a Building Committee, consisting of

the Rector, Mr. W. H. Hicks, and Mr. John Rainsberry, was appointed to proceed

with the enlargement of the Church. An additional lot was purchased adjacent on

Margaret Street and, the work of lengthening the building completed, it was reopened

on the 27th of August, 1899. In 1902 the Incumbent commenced holding services

at 3 p.m. in Clark's School, now known as Trinity Church. From 1898 to 1904

the combined parishes under the Rev. V. M. Durnford received weekly assistance on

Sundays and the registers contain records of students who later became very well

known, such as Rt. Rev. Arthur Carlisle, Bishop of Montreal, Ven. Archdeacon W. J.

Doherty, Canon Snelgrove, Archdeacon W. H. Hartley, the late Rev. W. W. Hodgins,

Rev. Langford, Rev. Snell, Canon Appleyard and many others.

The first marriage in the church was Rev. W. W. Hodgins to Miss Edith Louise

Stratford.

In 1904 St. John's undertook to become a seif-supporting congregation and the

parish was then divided as follows: Point Edward, St. John-in-the-Wilderness and

Clark's School as one parish, and St. John's Sarnia, with the Indian Reserve as another,

Rev. V. M. Durnford remaining as Rector of St. John's until October 1, 1906, when

he transferred to Waterloo parish, thus terminating associations which had dated back

to 1895.

The succeeding Rector was Rev. E. T. Evans, and it was during his incumbency

that the present church was built, the first service being held in it on the 8th of

December, 1908.

Rev. T. G. A. Wright, M.A., followed Mr. Evans, and ministered most faithfully

until his appointment to a professorship in Huron College in 1911.

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH OFFICERS — 1940 VESTRY

Rector's Warden—R. M. Durnford People's Warden—E. J. Blake

Diocesan Lay Reader—E. J. B. Harrison Parochial Lay Reader—D. Archer

Board of Management—Dr. J. F. Sadlier^ E. J. B. Harrison, A. A. Barnes, J. Willis

D. Archer, G. Healey, G. Cooper, G. Day, F. W. Holloway, J. Fidler,

J. Pell, J. Bond.

Lay Delegates—George Graham, Dr. J. F. Sadlier, A. A. Barnes.

Substitute Lay Delegates—E. J. B. Harrison, F. W. Holloway, G. Cooper.

Convenor of Sidesmen—George Day Envelope Secretary—Miss L. Eldridge

Secretary-Treasurer McKegney Memorial Foundation — E. J. B. Harrison.

Choir Leader and Organist—Mrs. G. M. Durban; Asst. Miss Agnes Thomas.

Sexton—Matthew Brush Vestry Clerk—W. W. Simpson

Sunday School Supt.—Douglas Archer



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, DEVINE STREET, SARNIA

Rev. F. G. Newton became Rector in 1912 and remained until his death in 1925.

His devoted ministry is well remembered by many of the present congregation, and be-

fore its close the present Sunday School Building was erected. Up to that time the

Sunday School sessions were held in the old frame church which was disposed of later

to become a Community Hall in Blackwell.

Rev. Denny Bright succeeded Mr. Newton in January, 1926, and remained until

September, 1929, when he was appointed Deputation Secretary to the Western Ontario

Bible Society. During that period the present pipe organ was installed.

The Rev. E. W. McKegney, M. A., then became Rector in October, 1929, and

at that time the property at 144 Margaret Street adjacent to the Church, was purchased

as a rectory. The ministry of Mr. McKegney will long be remembered as one of

intense and earnest effort to carry the parish forward, the problem at that time being

to handle the rather large debt on the combined church property. In this work he

was iminently successful, and, although his work terminated with his death on

Christmas Eve, 1937, nevertheless his influence works onward today and at the Annual

Vestry Meeting of 1939 there was inaugurated the McKegney Memorial Building

Fund, through which all funds pass that are to be used for debt reduction purposes.

Practically every member is a subscriber to this Fund.

The present rector, Major, the Rev. H. F. C. Cocks, M.C., was appointed on

February 8th, 1938 preaching his first sermon on Sunday, February 13th. The organiz-

ing ability of Mr. Cocks has had its effect upon the work of the parish and under his

leadership much progress has been made. With the outbreak of the War on September

3rd, Major Cocks offered his services as a Chaplain to His Majesty's Forces and on

December 1st was appointed Senior Protestant Chaplain of Military District No. 1.

The Board of Management of St. John's Church immediately granted Major Cocks

leave of absence for the duration of the War and agreed to the appointment of a

Locum Tenens to carry on the work of the parish.

On January 1, 1940, Rev. C. J. Draper was appointed Locum Tenens and is at the

present time carrying on the duties of the Rector.
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ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, SARNIA

— with —
THE VERY REVEREND C. E. JEAKINS, B.A., D.D.

Rector of St. Paul's Cathedral and Dean of Huron

AS SPECIAL PREACHER.

MASSED CHOIRS

Mubb mating
On the occasion of the Official Visit of the

HONOURABLE ALBERT MATTHEWS
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Ontario

Who will bring Greetings to the Anglican People of the City of

Sarnia and District on their Centenary Commemoration.

COLLEGIATE AUDITORIUM

M0u«00uaij f ifay Hilt, B p. m,

GUEST SPEAKER
THE VERY REVEREND KIRK B. O'FERRALL, D.D.

Rector of St. Paul's Cathedral, Detroit, and Dean of Michigan

BE SURE TO BRING YOUR ADMISSION SLIP AND PRESENT
IT BEFORE 7.50 O'CLOCK
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ASCENSION DAY SERVICE, MAY 2nd,

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, 8 P.M.

Preacher—VERY REV. C. E. JEAKINS, B.A., D.D.

Rector of St. Paul's Cathedral, London

OFFICIAL VISIT OF THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

Collegiate Auditorium, Wednesday, May 8th

Guest Speaker—THE VERY REV. KIRK B. O'FERRALL, D.D.

Rector of St. Paul's Cathedral, Detroit

J§L (Ueorge's (Eljurcij

SUNDAY SERVICES
Guest Preachers

Sunday, After Ascension, May 5th—
11 A.M.—Rev. L. A. Dixon, MA., O.B.E., General Secretary of the M.S.CC

7 P.M.—Rev. Canon Q. Warner, B.A., D.D., Rector Cronyn Memorial Church,

London.

Whitsunday, May 12th—
Confirmation:

11 AM.—The Right Reverend C A. Seager, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Huron.

7 P.M.—Rev. F. H. Cosgrave, MA., D.D., LL.D., Provost of Trinity College,

Toronto.

Trinity Sunday, May 19th—
11 A.M.—The Venerable J. B. Fotheringham, M.A., Trinity College, Toronto.

7 P.M.—The Right Rev. A. L. Fleming, D.D., Bishop of the Arctic.

£>L Horn's (ftlfurclf

SUNDAY SERVICES
Guest Preachers

Sunday After Ascension—
11 A.M.—Rev. Canon W. W. Judd, M.A., D.C.L., General Secretary Council for

Social Service.

7 P.M.—Rev. L. A. Dixon, M.A., O.B.E., General Secretary of the M.S.QC,

Whitsunday, May 12th—
11 A.M.—Preacher to be announced.

Confirmation:

7 P.M.—The Right Reverend C A. Seager, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Huron.

Trinity Sunday, May 19th—
11 A.M.—The Right Reverend A. L. Fleming, D.D., Bishop of the Arctic.

7 P.M.—Rev. V. M. Durnford, Rector of Hyde Park, and Rev A. H. Harrison,

L. Th., the Rector of Dover.
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"AT HOME" THURSDAY, MAY 16 — 4.00 - 6.00 p.m.
The Church Women of the Four Parishes Are Cordially Invited to Be Guests of the

Mother Church

A.Y.P.A. LOCAL COUNCIL ANNUAL BANQUET
FRIDAY, MAY 17th, ST. JOHN'S PARISH HALL

SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY OF FOUR PARISHES
ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH, SUNDAY, MAY 19th, 3.00 P.M.

Speaker—RT. REV. A. L. FLEMING, D.D.
Bishop of the Arctic

(Kanon Sains ^Hemnrtal OHjurcI}

SUNDAY SERVICES

Guest Preachers

Sunday After Ascension—
11 A.M.—Rev. M. C. Davies, B.A., Rector of St. George's Church, Walkerville.

7 P.M.—Rev. Canon W. W. Judd, M.A., D.C.L., General Secretary, Council for

Social Service.

Whitsunday, May 12th—
11 A.M.—Rev. F. H. Cosgrave, M.A., D.D., LL.D., Provost of Trinity College,

Toronto.

Confirmation:

3 P.M.—The Right Reverend C. A. Seager, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Huron.

7 P.M.—Preacher to be announced.

Trinity Sunday, May 19th—
11 A.M.—Rev. Canon A. A. Bice, B.A., L.Th., R.D., Rector of All Saints Church,

London.

7 P.M.—Rev. Canon A. A. Bice, B.A., L.Th., R.D., Rector of All Saints Church,

London.

^L fawl's Qlljurclj, fotttt ^bfontb

SUNDAY SERVICES

Guest Preachers

Sunday After Ascension—
7 P.M.—Rev. M. C. Davies, B.A., Rector of St. George's Church, Walkerville.

Whitsunday, May 12th—
7 P.M.—Rev. William Hall, and Indian Choir of St John's Church, Walpole

Island.

Trinity Sunday, May 19th—
7 P.M.—Ven. Archdeacon J. B. Fotheringham, M.A., Trinity College, Toronto.
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"The House of Prayer for All People"

Rector

Reverend John D. Gilmour, B.A., L. Th.

Wardens

E. A. Duschak W. Wilson

Board of Management

J. A. Baldwin, T. Gill, W. Kimball, D. Lampman, G. Mills, R. Moore, F. Olver,

W. D. Prendergast, G. A. Scott, E. E. Steward, T. C. Ward, A. Woolvett.

|N THE south-east corner of Russell and Maxwell streets in the City of Sarnia

there stands a small parish church with its adjoining parish hall. It is more

than a church for it is a living memorial to the faith and foresight of a band of small

but devoted and faithful members of the Anglican Church. To know its history

does not require any delving back into the dusty pages of antiquity for the history of

this small church is well within the memory of nearly all its present members. Its

history is a story of love and devotion which, through alternative periods of dis-

couragement and hope, triumphed in the realization of a spiritual home, *a house of

prayer for all people,' in the northern end of the City of Sarnia. The church

bears the name of Canon T. R. Davis, for many years a devoted shepherd of his

flock. Many of the present members of Canon Davis Memorial remember with

deep gratitude the gentle benediction of his kindly ministrations.

In the year 1925, the late Rev. Canon D. W. Collins, then Rector of St. George's

Church, Sarnia, became deeply perturbed over the deplorable fact that many of the

Anglican families in the northern end of the city were, by reason of distance,

out of touch with the ministrations of the Church. Particularly distressing was

the fact that the children of these families were receiving little or no spiritual

guidance or education. Immediate steps were taken to remedy the situation and

a Sunday School was formed under the direction of Circle No. 2 of the Ladies

Guild of St. George's Church. This little Sunday School with its faithful band

of teachers and officers continued to meet in private homes and for a while in the

London Road School but it was not long before a very definite need was felt for

a more commodious building to contain the Sunday School at its present rate of



growth. This matter was taken up with Canon Collins and the Select Vestry of

St. George's Church which body succeeded in acquiring for this purpose the old

Anglican Church at Oil Springs. This was dismantled and removed to Sarnia

and erected on the present site of Canon Davis Memorial Church.

On November 28, 1926, His Grace, the late Archbishop Williams, of Huron
Diocese paid his first official visit to the church and under his guidance a parochial com-

mittee was formed to act in conjunction with the Select Vestry of St. George's

Church in the carrying out of the affairs of what was then affectionately known as

'the Mission.' Shortly after this the building was dedicated by the late Archbishop,

Friday, December 3rd, to be exact, before a large and enthusiastic congregation.

In this dedication His Grace was assisted by Canon Collins, Rev. Denny Bright, Rev.

A. H. Rhodes and Rev. H. Crosby.

Following the dedication of the church the spiritual ministrations of the parish

were delivered into the hands of students training for the ministry at Huron College.

Sunday School and Evening Service were held each Sunday with the students returning

to their studies during the week. While nearly all the students preached in the

church upon occasion, four students, chiefly bore the brunt of the labours in the

parish. These four were the Rev. R. T. A. Appleyard, B.A., B.D., now Rector of

the Episcopal Church in Ypsilanti, Michigan; Rev. J. A. E. Blackwell, L.Th., now
Rector of St. Paul's Church, Windsor; Rev. L. W. Potter, and Rev. A. H. O'Neil, B.A.,

L.Th., now Rector of St. Paul's Church, Clinton.

In January of 1929, R. Charles Brown, a native son of Sarnia, having taken his

B.A. and M.A. at McGill University and his L.Th. from Montreal Diocesan Theo-

logical College, was invited to take charge of the church. In the month

of September, 1929, he was made deacon in the Church and one year later was

raised to priesthood. In January of 1930 Canon Davis Memorial was made an in-

dependent parish with Mr. Brown as its first incumbent. Under the zealous and capable

leadership of Rev. Brown the congregation steadily forged ahead until shortly it

became apparent that a larger building would be necessary which resulted in the forma-

tion of a committee to consider this question. At first it was thought advisable

to remodel the old building but this plan was later discared in favour of the erection

of a new church building.

The dream and hope of a new building became a reality when on Septemoer

13, 1930, the cornerstone was laid by A. Kirby, Mayor of the city. Rev. E. C.

Jennings, of Warwick, preached on this occasion before a large congregation of

members and friends of the church. The lovely new church was formally opened

on January 4, 1931. Capacity congregations filled the church to witness the dedica-

tion and to hear the sermon preached by the late Archbishop. In the evening Arch-

deacon A. L. G. Clarke preached to another capacity congregation.

Rev. Brown vacated the parish in October of 1931 amid general regret of the

whole congregation and his many friends in the city. His earnest and consecrated

efforts had earned for him the esteem of all who had come under his personal friend-

ship and ministrations.

The late Rev. William Lowe supplied in the parish until May of the follow-

ing year when the Rev. Handley R. Perkins, B.A., was inducted as incumbent. Mr.

Perkins gave a sincere and personal witness to God in the church until October, 1934.

Rev. Perkins is now Rector of the Church of St. Andrew, Windsor.

Rev. R. C. Brown returned to the church in November of 1934 and once more

gave aggressive leadership in the spiritual and organisational life until May of 1938.

He is at present serving in St. John's Episcopal Church, Detroit .

The present incumbent, Rev. J. D. Gilmour, a graduate of the University of West-

ern Ontario and Huron College, came to the parish in July, 1938.



$L faul's fSbpafy - fmitt fbtarh

LIST OF RECTORS SINCE 1870

Rev. W. D. Johnstone
1870-1875

Rev. Isaac B\rr

1875-1878

Rev. Isaac Bearfoot

1878-1885

Rev. Wm. Hinde
1885-1886

Rev. H. D. Steele

1887-1889

Rev. Wm. Stout
1889-1892

1k2k 1 ti

Rev. J. Hale
1893-1895

Rev. V. M. Durntord
1895-1905

Rev. H. J. Condell
1905-1909

Rev. A. H. Rhodes
1909-1935

Rev. J. R. Thompson
1936-1939

Rev. G. G. Stone

1939

These clergy were all also Rector of the Church of St.-John-in-the-Wilderness and

since 1922 of Trinity Church, Sarnia Township.

SOME THREE MILES to the North West of Sarnia, opposite Fort Gratiot, at

the mouth of the St. Clair River stands the village of Point Edward, a com-

munity which has experienced many viscissitudes during the past seventy-five years,

throughout which time the little church of St. Paul has stood in its midst as a

witness of the things which are not seen and which are eternal.

Through the years under a long succession of faithful ministers a small band

of true and loyal workers have kept the lamp of faith burning although at times dimly

and the result has been seen in late years when conditions have brought a considerable

influx of people into the district and the church is once again the rallying point of a

large and enthusiastic body of church people.

In 1868, to be exact seventy-two years ago, the church building was erected at the

corner of Victoria and Livingston Avenues, the gift of C. J. Bridges, the General

Manager of the old Grand Trunk Railroad which in those days had important

interests in the community. It is believed that much of the material came from

England

Probably no one is more familiar with the history of the church in the pas:

than Mr. Harry Brand, a member for over thirty-five years, who through all this

time has been the loyal and true friend of the successive clergy and who in choir

and Sundav School has been most faithful in the performance of his duties.

In 1902 the Church was moved to its present site on Michigan Avenue and in

1928 commemorating the 60th anniversary of the congregation, it was completely

renovated, a commodious basement being placed underneath which gives full scope

for the week-day activities of the congregation.

Following a number of clergy who had served for longer or shorter periods the

church was closed in 1894 for over a year and in 1895 Rev. V. M. Durnford, then

a student at Huron College was placed in charge. Following his ordination soon

after, Mr. Durnford became Rector and for ten years carried on a faithful and ag-



grcssivc work during which time a mission in South Sarnia was commenced.

In 1905 Mr. Durnford Lesigned to be followed bj Rev. H. J. Condell, who in

turn was succeeded in 1909 by Rev. A. H. Rhodes.

The name and ministry of Mr. Rhodes will always be associated with the

church in Point Edward and Sarnia. A man of very strong convictions he lost

no opportunity for carrying on definite personal work among individuals and during

his many years of m'nistry left an indelible impression upon the whole district. His

life and work are commemorated in the Church which he served so faithfully by a

window erected last year to lis memory and which very appropriately depicts Christ

as 'The Good Shepherd.'

M~. Rhodes was called to Higher service very suddenly in 1936 and in September

of that year Rev. J. R. Thompson was appointed to the parish.

During Mr. Thompson's short but aggressive ministry the congregations increased

noticeably and several large Confirmation classes were presented.

An active branch of the A.Y.P.A. was also commenced which has opened up
opportunities for service among the young people of the congregation.

In 1939 Mr. Thompson was appointed Rector of St. Paul's, Stratford, and in

June of that year Rev. G. G. Stone, then Rector of Norwich became Rector.

The present officers of the church, many of whom have given years of faithful

service, are:

Churchwardens, W. T. Skam and R. Leaver; Lay Delegate to Synod, F. Leaver;

Diocesan Lay Reader, J. Parker Crees; Sunday School Superintendent, Mrs. J. P.

Crees; Choir Leader, Mr. C. Mills.

tErmtty (Ehurrlj - jiarnra tHofemslrip

THE STORY of Trinity Church, Sarnia Township, one of the latest churches to

be built in the district is a most interesting one.

For many years, first under Rev. V. M. Durnford then under Rev. H. J. Condell,

and later Rev. A. H. Rhodes, services and Sunday School were held in the Clark's

school house about two miles east of Point Edward on the Murphy side road. Follow-

ing the erection of a new school difficulties arose with the Trustees and the congrega-

tion were forced to secure another meeting place. Literally no funds were in

sight but under the strong spiritual leadership of Rev. A. H. Rhodes, (to whom the

church will ever be a memorial) the situation was made a matter of earnest prayer

and in faith the erection of a simple though adequate church building was proceeded

with and little difficulty was experienced in securing the necessary funds.

The building was opened in December 1921 and formally dedicated by the Rt.

Rev. David Williams, D.D., Bishop of Huron, on January 8th, 1922. The building

is a white frame structure holding some 175 people with a commodious basement

underneath. Recently renovated it presents a very bright appearance. The members

of the Sunday School are striving through the 'Birthday Fund' to raise sufficient

money for a memorial window which it is hoped will soon be installed in loving

memory of the faithful and devoted leadership of Rev. A. H. Rhodes.

On Mr. Rhodes' lamented death in 1936 Rev. J. R. Thompson, B.A., B.D., was

appointed Rector and in 1939 Rev. G. G. Stone.

Among those instrumental in carrying on the Sunday School in Clark's school

house from which the congregation of Trinity Church eventually developed and who
were most earnest in their endeavour for the erection of the new church were the

late Miss Kemsley (Aunt Rhody) , Mrs. Spurway and Miss J. Bissell (Mrs. M. Wilson)

.

Mrs. Spuiway and Mrs. Wilson are still regular members of the congregation.



Hje aH]m-cI| of gt 3alpt~m-%~Ptfo,>HU>ss
Lake Shore Road, Sarnia Township

C^ECOND in the point of age among the churches of Sarnia and the adjoining^ township comes the historic little church of St. John-in-the-Wilderness, a dedica-
tion probably unique, certainly in Canada.

This Church which stands a half a mile east of the busy summer resort of Bright's

Grove on the Blue Water Highway, was built about the year 1856 possibly being
commenced a year or so earlier.

The persons apparently most interested in its erection were John Humphrey Jones
and his wife; Mr. Jones was a son of Henry Jones who in 1827-28 had brought
out a colony of people to live a communal existence in the district . Traces of the
community house which was built on Lot 15 Lake Shore Road may still be seen.

Whatever the actual date of the building we know that services were being held as

early as 1858 for a Bible and Prayer Book of 'The Church of England and Ireland'

still in weekly use in the church bear the following interesting inscription:

Presented in Honour of Gcd to His Church of St. John-in-the-Wilderness, Upper Canada,
by Two sisters, Eliza Wilmot Mortimer and Annie Hawkins, of the ancient city of Exeter—

1858

The first records date from 1870 when Rev. Richard Johnstone was the officiating

minister, before that time it is thought that Rev. Canon Salter, of St. George's fre-

quently officiated in the church.

Names which occur frequently in the early records include, Faithorne, Hyde,
Jones, while the families of Brown and Bright still connected with the congregation

are descendants of some of the very earliest members of the church.

Undoubtedly the oldest person at present alive who is connected with St. John's

s Mrs. James Wilson, formerly Miss Ann Bright. She remembers the church being

built when she was five or six years of age, and recalls that the framework stood for

a year before the siding was put on, the work apparently being held up for lack of funds.

Following the ministry of Mr. Johnstone the work proceeded steadily under several

clergy who were also Rectors of St. Paul's Point Edward. In 1895 Rev. V. M. Durn-

ford, then a student at Huron College, was appointed and began an active ministrv

of eleven years. Mr. Durnford soon commenced an aggressive work in South

Sarnia (now St. John's) also on the Sarnia reserve and was assisted by several students

from Huron College of whom Ven. Archdeacon Doherty, Rev. F. V. Fair, Rev. F. G.

Rickp'-d are still remembered in the locality.

Following the nvirstrv of Mr. Durnford, Rev. H. J. Condell was in charge for

a few years and in 1909 Rev. A. H .Rhodes began a ministry which was to last 26

years. The story of Mr. Rhodes' ministry is told more fully in the records of St.

Paul's Point Edward and Trinity Church, Sarnia Township.

In 1936 Rev. I. R. Thompson was appointed and during his incumbency much

wo*"k was done in the renovation of the church and many ^ifts were made including a

bell and a new organ. A Sunday or two before Mr. Thompson left for Stratford

a tablet was unveiled with the following interesting inscription written by Norman

Gurd, Esqr.

To thr Glory of Gcd and «'n remembranc- of Hsnry Jones, R.N., who founded
this community in 1827 and of the Pioneers who built the Church of

St. John-in-the-Wilderness in 1856
'That they might s:ng the Lord's song- in a strange land.'

1938

The present Rector, Rev. G. G. Stone, assumed charge June 1st, 1939. In

recent years St. John's has entered upon a new e~a of service ministering in the summer

months to increasingly large numbers of visitors in the extensive summer colony

adjacent to the church.





A {fragtr for tto (fculrtiarg

O God* who hast built the living temple of Thy

Church upon the foundation of the Apostles and

Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief comer*

stone ; we thine unworthy servants praise and glorify

thy Holy Name for the ministrations of the same in

this city during the past one hundred years, BIe*s

mid sanctify, we pray Thee, by Thy Holy Spirit what

soever efforts may be made at this time to commemorate

the labours of thy servants who have finished their

course znd kept faith, and grant unto us thy people,

grace to labour faithfully and diligently for the exten*

sion of thy Kmgdom here on earth and daily make

us all more meet for the eternal tabernacle of thy rest

in the heavens 5 through Jems Christ our L*>r.\ to whom

with Thee, O Father, and the Holy Spirit be all honour

and glory, now and for ever, Amcit.


