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Foreword
THE CALENDAR YEAR.—This tenth volume of "Among

the Bolivians," for the first time chronicles the events of a calendar

year, namely, 1937. In order to bring this to pass, last year's

history was for nine months only, all the first eight issues being

for the year, April 1st to March 31st. And the change to the

calendar year arises from the fact that the first of the Conven-
tions to which report must be made, that of Ontario and Quebec,

now comes in June and not, as hitherto, in October.

HOME MISSIONS.—The Bolivia Baptist Union has, during

the year, entered a second field, namely, Viacha, the first one being

Llallagua. The financial support for this extending venture as

well as the interest in it appear to be well maintained. Rev. John-

son Turnbull and Miss Francklin's reports tell the story briefly

while there is a reference to Viacha in Miss Clarke's statement.

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE.—Once again

the question of Government support for the four-centuries-old

Catholic Church has been raised prominently by the Public and
High School teachers in annual convention. It was a daring sug-

gestion which they made and has brought a more or less anxious

hierarchy to the defence with the age-old cry, "Our religion is

in danger." Read Mr. Hillyer's paragraphs thereanent.

A FIVE YEAR PLAN.—That real progress is being made in

the realization of a more just and Christian state of things at

Peniel Hall Farm is evident from Mr. Merrick's account of the

new movement there—a movement long being prepared by Miss
Wilson, Mr. Plummer, Mr. Wintemute and others who served

the Indians in their less responsive days. The whole countryside

is being influenced. Our missionary, though well aware that there

may be reaction and disappointments in store, carries on in faith

and hope.

REEKIE COLLEGE.—Two hundred and twenty-nine in

attendance, with 100 turned away for lack of room and staff, indi-

cates the enlarging esteem in which Oruro City and vicinity

hold this school. Probably in or through no regular mission
station or church work is a more intensive, far-reaching and
fruitful evangelistic service being rendered than through this

institution. The victory of the Reekie College girls against Oruro
teams in the basketball championship must tend to bring the school
into favorable recognition in city circles.



AMONG THE CHILDREN.—The reports of the women
missionaries, married and single, glow with a sense of the worth-
whileness of the work in the Sunday Schools. That Rally Day in

La Paz with 548 present, the 200 steady average attendance at

Peniel Hall Farm, with the beautiful church there crowded so

that girls and women sit on the floor in the aisles and in stray

vacant spaces, the Class of street arabs in La Paz, the references

to the Oruro, Cochabamba, Sacaba and other schools—all this

makes enheartening reading. All the missionaries' wives and all

the single lady missionaries are caught up in enthusiasm for this

work among the children. A helpful exercise may well be found
in seeking out the Sunday School material from the reports and
adding up the numbers of pupils of which there must be about

1,000.

BAPTISMS.—La Paz reports 9 baptisms, the Farm 6, Oruro
8, Llallagua 6, and Cochabamba and vicinity 10, or 39 in all.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.—La Paz reports 65, Peniel Hall

Farm 95, Oruro 69, Llallagua 40, Cochabamba 50, with probably

50 at Quillacollo and 20 at Tuscapujyu, no data having been

received concerning these last two churches, so that the present

estimate is based on last year's. The total is 389—a small gain of

9 across the year of much toil.

FROM THE COMMON PEOPLE.—Miss Gilmour after

studying the congregation in Oruro finds carpenters, tailors and

others making up the membership. None of these has any special

wisdom or special influence in city or national affairs. This

characterization is generally true of the nearly 400 members as a

whole. The converts come from the Indians and the mixed
classes with as yet only a very few from the highest class. Miss

Gilmour was reminded of Paul's character sketch of the church at

Corinth: "Not many mighty, not many noble." Yet in this group

of common people there is a new hope, a new outlook, a new
interest in others, a new Something that comes only when God.

through the Holy Spirit, dwells in the human heart.

THE MISSIONARY STAFF.—On March 1st, 1938, Rev.

and Mrs. Hillyer and Misses Mary Epp and Dorothy Francklin

were at 'La Paz ; Rev. and Mrs. E. C. Merrick and Misses Jean

Pyper and Alice Clarke at Peniel Hall Farm; Rev. and Mrs.

Johnson Turnbull at Oruro Station; Rev. and Mrs. Haddow at

Cochabamba; Misses Janet Holmes and S. D. Gilmour at Reekie

College, Oruro; and Rev. and Mrs. Percy G. Buck on furlough at

Toronto, Canada.—H. E. Stillwell.



La Paz
By Rev. H. S. Hillyer.

POLITICAL UNREST.—The economic and political situa-

tion has slightly improved during the year 1937. In May, 1936,

President Teiada Sorzano was forced to resign and was replaced

by Colonel Toro. After being- fourteen months in office, the same
army officers who had put Colonel Toro in, forced him to resign

and placed Colonel German Busch in the Presidency. Colonel

Busch, who is only 34 years of age, is of German-Bolivian extrac-

tion and is easily the most popular man in Bolivia today. He
has promised to reconstitutionalize the country. At the present

moment the constitution of the country has been declared in sus-

pense. Colonel Busch has announced elections for March, 1938.

and has promised that these elections shall be entirely free from
coercion. If these elections materialize then, the Congress and

the Senate will be convened at an early date and constitutionally

and politically the country will be back to normal again. At the

present moment there are no other candidates for the Presidency

besides Colonel Busch. The latter is a very fine, clean type of

soldier, very sociable and anxious to govern the country well,

although, as will be guessed by his age, not very experienced in

statecraft.

ROMAN CHURCH ANXIOUS.—At a recent convention of

all the public and high school teachers of Bolivia it was unani-

mously decided to ask the Government to take the money now
given annually to support the State Church and apply it for

public instruction. Whether this will be done or not depends on
the calibre of the men elected in March to the Congress and the

Senate. Meanwhile the Roman hierarchy are plainly nervous
about what may happen. The Archbishop and the Bishops have
jointly issued a pastoral letter to all Bolivian citizens warning
them that their religion is in danger, that Communism is just

around the corner and that they should consider very carefully
for whom they cast their vote. This year 1938 may prove a mo-
mentous one for Bolivia, especially if the Congress and the Senate
should decide on the separation of Church and State, which action
is not altogether improbable.

REDEMPTION. — Readers of "Among the Bolivians" for
last year will remember a reference to the new Bolivian evangeli-
cal paper entitled: "Redemcion." At that time it was nine months
old. It is now 21 months old and is really beginning to find its
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feet and walk. Three thousand copies are printed every month

and are sent out to almost all the towns and villages of Bolivia

where evangelical work is carried on. Letters of appreciation

are continually reaching the Editor's desk, sometimes accompanied

by a small donation. The Plymouth Brethren missionary in Tarija

writes as follows : "We have received the "Redemcion" for a

number of months and desire to thank you for sending them to us.

The last few copies have been exceptionally fine. We pray the

Lord's blessing to rest on the reading of them." A missionary of

the Bolivian .Indian Mission in Totora writes: "Thank you for

the "Redemcion." We like it very much, especially the latest

editions. It seems to be improving with age. The enclosed little

gift ($5.00) is to help along this good work." Another missionary

from Trinidad writes: "Grateful thanks for the last bunch of

'Redemcion' which arrived in good condition and were very soon

distributed amongst the judges, lawyers and their clerks, although

the papers were but a drop in the bucket in comparison to the

need. The other missionaries here had a thousand copies of the

front page printed and we are distributing them today. They are

also interested in 'Redemcion' because it certainly meets a need

for good reading matter, both amongst believers and the man in

the street. They wish to know if they could have a hundred

copies a month." Yesterday we received a letter from the Presi-

dent of the Administrative Council of our own Oruro Baptist

Church in which he says : "The Administrative Council of our
Church has commissioned me to convey to you our profound
thanks for the monthly remittance of two hundred copies of 'Re-

demcion,' the only evangelical paper in Bolivia. Our desire and
prayer to God is that our evangelical paper may be crowned with

success this new year and that many hearts darkened by sin may
be enlightened and guided to the only way of salvation, to the

very feet of Jesus." A Quaker missionary at the copper-mining
town of Corocoro gave out the Christmas number of 'Redemcion'

on Christmas Eve. This special Christmas number had eight

pages, was printed in three colors, had one large picture of the

birth of Christ, another picture of the angels appearing to the

shepherds, a number of Christmas articles besides the story of

Christ's birth according to Luke and Matthew. A young miner
received a copy on Christmas Eve and took it home and read

every word of the eight pages to his mother who listened with

stirred emotions. After he had finished he said to his mother:

"Where could we ever read such beautiful stories as these, except

in an evangelical paper like this."



In the smaller towns and villages of Bolivia they have very

little reading matter and hence "Redemcion" is looked forward to

with great expectancy. Three-quarters of its cost is defrayed by

the Foreign Mission Board and one-quarter by subscriptions on

the field. Will you pray for this Gospel messenger?

THE CHURCH. — The church is, we believe, growing

stronger numerically and spiritually year by year. This year we

have had the largest number of baptisms in any year in our his-

tory. We began the year with a membership of 60. We have lost

2 by death and 4 by transfer. We have gained 9 by baptism and 2

by transfer. This gives us a net gain of 5 and a present member-

ship of 65. This is encouraging when we remember that as re-

cently as 1932 this church had only 26 members.

In missionary giving also the church has shown marked

improvement. The year 1936 was the first year that this church

began seriously "lending to the Lord." The missionary givings

that year amounted to Bs. 1143.00 or $57.00. During the year

1937, the church gave Bs. 2263.55 or almost double its first year

of missionary giving. My heart has been moved again and again

by the sacrificial giving of some of these people who are very

poor.

BAPTISMS.—Amongst those baptized this year are Peter

Saavedra and his wife. They are Spanish-speaking Indians who
have taken a definite stand for Christ. A proof of their sincerity

is the fact that they have just got married after having lived to-

gether for some twelve years. Another new member is Leticia

Peinado who has lived with a man for fifteen years without being

married to him. The man is a confirmed drunkard and hence she

has left him and by her sewing is struggling to feed and clothe

her four children. Her testimony to Christ's saving and keeping

power is very encouraging. Arturo Ruiz was also baptized. Arturo

is the son of the late Daniel Ruiz, who for many years was assist-

ant pastor here in La Paz and, later, pastor at Guatajata, or the

Farm. He translated a number of hymns from Spanish into

Aymara. Arturo appears to be very sincere and is, day by day,

taking a more active part in the work of our church. Amongst
those baptized this year are five heads of families and these re-

present an aggregate of 22 persons. It is thus that the work
grows.
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ATTENDANCE.—What kind of a Sunday School do you
think of as corresponding to a church of 65 members? The aver-

age attendance at our Sunday School last year was 238. The
average attendance at our mid-week Prayer Service was JJ and
at our Sunday evening preaching service 137. This is clear evi-

dence that we are still in the pioneer stage. It sounds incredible

to those who hear us preach that a complete change of heart and

life is a necessary requisite for church-membership. Slowness to

believe this accounts for the fact that our preaching services for

out-number our membership roll. Will you pray for the hundreds

that come under the influence of the Gospel that the Holy Spirit

may work mightily through preacher and people so that during

1938 many may accept Christ as Saviour and Lord.

SOME LA PAZ CHURCH ACTIVITIES

By Mrs. Lena Derby Hileyer.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.—How delighted we are to report

a banner year in our La Paz Sunday School. In order to stimulate

the attendance, a contest was carried on from February to April

and was taken charge of by the young people. Every new person

who was brought gave in his or her name and address and date

of birthday. The contest was between three groups distinguished

by the colors, green, blue and pink. The average attendance for

the first four months of the year will show how the contest suc-

ceeded; January 238; February 251; March 348; April 375. The
culminating event was held on Sunday, April 25th, when 548 per-

sons attended Sunday School. It was like a Rally Day in Canada.

The School was divided into two parts. The children listened to

an illustrated lecture on the life of Christ and the program for

the adults included a drama written especially for the occasion.

The Bolivians are good actors. The drama represented a colpor-

teur selling Bibles and depicted the objections raised by atheists

and Catholics. The colporteur skilfully meets their objections

and sells them both a Bible. The drama was instructive as well as

entertaining. April 25th was a day that will not soon be forgot-

ten, it was a day of victory and rejoicing. One encouraging fea-

ture of our Sunday School is the fact that during 1937 thirty

scholars and teacheis were present on the fifty-two Sundays of

the year. During the last e[uarter of 1937 there were eighty who
had not missed a Sunday.
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE.—What a joy it is to see so many
young people in our church ! They are like young- people all over

the world, full of life, bursting' with energy and bristling with

new ideas. However, we do see a difference when we consider

their Young People's Society. Most of their meetings arc busi-

ness meetings. The Society is a kind of auxiliary to the church.

The young- people stand ready and waiting to do almost anything

tli at the pastor or the deacons may suggest. During the past year

this Society has furnished nine Sunday School teachers. They

have helped to support a young mother who is crippled with

rheumatism and who has a child about eight years old. They

have visited sick people in their homes and in the hospital. They

have visited absentee church members and adherents. They have

carried the Gospel to Viacha, assisting the pastor there by dis-

tributing tracts and inviting the people to the services. They

have acted as ushers in the church. They have successfully

managed the attendance contest. Before a capacity audience they

played their respective parts in the Christmas drama with marked

success. They took charge of a Sunday evening Young People's

-ervice that was an inspiration to all who attended. What an en-

couragement to a church to have a group of willing workers like

these.

SPECIAL MEETINGS.—During the first week of each year

we accept the suggestion of the World's Evangelical Alliance and
meet with our brethren of other denominations for a united week
of prayer. Since the Salvation Army have no officers in La Paz,

there have been three denomiations uniting, the Methodists, the

Quakers and the Baptists. The services are always an inspiration

and this year they seemed better than ever. There were always
some prayers in Aymara and some in Spanish. The fact that the
services are bilingual helps to remind us of the universality of
this custom.

Between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday we always have
special services. In 1937 they were very well attended. The cul-

minating service was on Good Friday and consisted of a lantern
lecture on the Life of Christ illustrated with 120 slides. The at-

tendance this year was somewhere between 800 and 1,000. We
opened the folding doors between the church and the schoolroom
and after seating 700 we could not tell just how many were stand-
ing. So many people hear the Gospel for the first time at these
services. Then on Easter Sunday evening we had five baptisms.

— 9—



As occasions arise Farewell or Welcome services are held.

In July a farewell service was held for the Hillyer family, since

Sydney and Jack were going to Canada and the rest of the family
to Antofagasta on vacation. On our return from Chile a welcome
service was held and another welcome meeting took place when
Miss Epp and Miss Holmes returned from Canada. These meet-

ings are partially devotional and partly social. They consist of

dramas, dialogues, recitations and songs. The Bolivians are warm-
hearted and emotional and many of them find it difficult to control

their emotions on such occasions.

Bible Sunday has become with us an institution. Every year
on the second Sunday in December a united service of all evan-

gelicals is held to do honor to the Word of God. This year we
had the usual good attendance and the Bible was read reverently

in eight different languages.

The last special event of the year comes at Christmastime. We
always have two entertainments, one especially for the children

and one especially for the adults. The children provide the pro-

gram on the children's night. This program is the result of weeks
of practising and rehearsing and they always do well. We have

noticed from year to year how much cleaner and better the chil-

dren are dressed for this occasion. This year we were proud of

their cleanliness. They would compare very favourably with any
Sunday School at home. The chief event on children's night is

the arrival of Santa Claus. Santa Claus brings candies and a

Christmas gift to each child who is a member of the Sunday
School. This is made possible by the Christmas Gift Fund sent

from Canada. I wish you could have seen how delighted the

boys were with their penknives and their rubber balls and the girls

with their dolls. For some of these children it was probably the

only Christmas gift they received.

On Christmas Eve the adults and young people of the church

present the Christmas story in drama. This year as usual it was
very well done and the large audience of 800 were very reverent

right to the end, when after a Christmas hymn by the actors the

missionary stepped forward and pronounced the benediction.
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WITH LA PAZ CHILDREN

By Miss Dorothy Francklin.

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY NIGHT CLASS.—The hymn be-

fore the sermon is the time when Mr. Hillyer announces that all

the children up to 10 years of age will go into the annex for their

class and it has been my privilege to take this class. The average

attendance during the year has been 23. One Sunday night re-

cently I told the story of the Lost Sheep and the children were

quite interested as I counted I, 2, 3, and then up to 99—buti where

was the 100th sheep? I finished my lesson and knew that Mr.

Hillyer was pronouncing the benediction in the church and wanted
to keep the childen quiet for a minute or two longer so started to

count them aloud. When I reached 22, which was the attendance

that night, one little fellow said, "There are a lot of lost sheep,"

and so that gave me an opportunity to make an application about

the number of boys and girls there are in La Paz who don't

come to Church or Sunday School to hear about Jesus and His

love.

CHILDREN'S MEETINGS.—More work has been done
among the children during this year by means of children's meet-

ings during the week. We had a series of meetings using the

lantern slides of the "Life of Christ." Then, as some of the chil-

dren wanted to learn English, a class was formed for them. This
class is called the Golden Chain Class and meets on Tuesday
afternoons after school. Learning English is only one item on
the program for this class as we feel that every contact should be
a spiritual one and so there is a short Bible lesson and chorus
singing as well as the English Lesson. I had Bible study classes

with two of the girls' classes of our Sunday School, on Wednes-
day and Thursday afternoons after school.

CH1CO CLASS.—I must not close my report without say-
ing something about my class with the market boys. There were
S3 of them the other night at their Christmas tree, which they
thoroughly enjoyed. After they had eaten meat sandwiches and
coffee, they listened to a message in Aymara (their Indian dialect)
given by one of our Sunday School teachers, and then those who
had attended the classes faithfully were given balls and all of
them went home with a bag of candy and a happy rmile. When
I went to the market to tell them the day of their treat I was
literally mobbed by chicos—they all wanted to ask me personally
to make sure of the day and time of the treat. I heard one of
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them say to another later on in the day, "The Senorita has bought

lots of bread so we are going to have a fiesta." My prayer is

that the contact with these poor neglected boys will count for

eternity. Their background and home life (if they have any) is

such that it will be only with patient plodding and much prayer
that we shall see results in their lives.

The Bible Institute Gathering At La Paz, Sept. 1936,

When, Under The Male Missionaries As Teachers
Workers And Others From The Baptist Churches

In Bolivia Gathered For A Few Days'

Instruction In The Bible And
In Christian Service.
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Peniel Hall Farm
By Rev. E. C. Merrick.

"It's a land below the Equator

With the seasons out of tune,

For Summer rules December

And Winter comes in June."

THE SEASONS.—That is Bolivia, and you just can't change

it, not even if you are a missionary. Happily enough, here at

"The Farm," we like the disarrangement. Just today Mrs. Mer-

rick asked if there would be new potatoes for Christmas dinner

and there surely will be, and lettuce and carrots, and onions for

the dressing, and, if we like to borrow from other gardens, fresh

Strawberries, too.

HARVEST.—The Farm looks its best during these months

of summer which is winter, or winter which is summer. We
have hardly ceased to give thanks to our gracious Heavenly Father

for the blessing of last harvest and here we are faced with an-

other bountiful gift—a good harvest for 1938. But a review of

1937 shows more cause for thanksgiving than God's blessing upon

the land.

FARM TENANTS' CONDITION.—Our dominating desire

in all the years has been to see "The Kingdom" of Christ come

to the lake country of Bolivia. I might just as well say "The
Gospel" of Christ but I have used the term "Kingdom" with the

hope that it may open a larger view of what we feel must be

done here. The "Jerusalem" in our commission is "Peniel Hall

Farm" with its thirty-eight dependent Indian families. Spiritu-

ally, by inheritance and association, they are blighted by a dead

Roman Catholic faith and we have longed to see them awakened
to a personal interest in their own moral state. Socially, they live

as do thousands of their neighbours, under the burden of a serf-

system which in the past has denied them schools until they have
not wanted schools, which has suppressed their personality until

they have forgotten they were persons and which kept them de-

pendent until they could not be otherwise. We have longed to see

them anxious for education, anxious for respectability and, most
of all, anxious to attain it for themselves.
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THE GOAL NEARER.—We know these things are not re-

alized in a day or a night. Indeed, though we often display impa-

tience and weariness, we know we must count by multiples of

years. How gratifying it is then to realize, in reviewing the work
of the past year, that the far goal is definitely nearer. I have no

hesitation in stating it. There is no need to conjure up evidence.

The facts are with us every day. We meet them in the fields

where the work is done better, in the schools where the seats are

all filled, in the Church where believers are being added and in

the Sunday School where for fifty-two Sundays the attendance

has been two hundred. Our hearts sing for joy. God is answer-

ing prayer for the Bolivian Indian.

A FIVE-YEAR PLAN.—Desiring to abolish serfdom within

our own territory, we have submitted a plan of liberation which
requires a period of five years to complete. Its terms, which will

undoubtedly be beneficial to them eventually, demand at once

much sacrifice and faith on their part. They must surrender all

rights to their old land-holdings; fourteen families of them must

leave their old homes and build new ones and an unspecified

amount of extra labor must be done, while our unwritten promise

of fair treatment in the end must be their sole security for five

years. Of course, they hesitated. Two generations of service

under Christian masters had to conquer hundreds of years of in-

herited distrust and unscrupulous landlords. But they did not

hesitate long. With good will and energy beyond all expectation

they have put themselves behind the plan. Where we expected to

meet resistance we have found co-operation. The work of one

year has been done in four months, and, in actual physical labour,

the second mile was passed long ago. One section of the Farm
has acquired the name "New Guatajata." A fever for "home
improvement" has spread to neighbouring communities until we
cannot meet the requests for assistance.

AN UNPRECEDENTED ADVENTURE.—But our fondest

hopes are not based upon any kind of feverish epidemic. The
objective of making our Farm Indians free and independent is

far from being an easy one and is not even assured of success.

It has no precedent in Bolivia. But as land owners we have dared
to begin. Our Indians are proving themselves worthy of our
hopes. We have no doctrine that would label our plan any kind

of social "ism" but we do preach and teach, at the heart of our
work, a Gospel that does generate a love for life—healthy, happy,

just and full life that, by its very genius, declares itself related to

the Kingdom of Christ.
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THE FARM SUNDAY SCHOOL

By Mrs. Mabel Merrick

The Sunday School in Guatajata has received many favour-

able comments from visitors during the past year, so I am happy

to send a brief report concerning- this part of the work. We often

wonder ourselves why the interest not only is maintained, but

persistently grows.

WHY THE PUPILS ATTEND.—Of course it is known that

our school is always held in tfie evening. There are some calm

nights when the moonlight is both beautiful and brilliant with the

stars sparkling beyond description, so that one might easily suspect

that to be the main attraction. But in contrast there are many
more evenings which are positively black and made yet more
uncomfortable and unpleasant by chilling winds and sometimes

drizzling rain. Then it is that we have to stop and think before

we can understand why as many as two hundred and fifty of these

Indian boys and girls and men and women have come voluntarily,

yes, enthusiastically, over rough and stony paths, many of them
from long distances, to gather in Guatajata Sunday School. We
can come to only one conclusion—these people must want the

Gospel message.

EQUIPMENT. — This year Senorita Choquc, one of our
Indian girls, has been teaching the children's class. The two new
rooms which were added to the Church last year are now being

used for the boys' and girls' classes. Recently an old lantern

which Mr. Merrick repaired has been used for choruses and pic-

ture slides. The only disadvantage is that the gasoline lamps
do not work as uniformly as electricity, and so a great deal of

extra care and preparation are needed to keep it working. But
it is always worth whatever amount of effort it calls for, as the

people enjoy it greatly.

FUTURE HELPERS.—Another encouraging feature of this

work is the fact that it promises so very definitely to provide
many helpers for the near future. As we look over some of the
groups we see a number who are developing so splendidly and for
whom we are praying very definitely that they may have a genu-
ine experience of salvation so that their abilities may be given in

teaching the way of Salvation in their own Sunday School.

BAPTISMS.—The average attendance at the morning Church
service has been higher than last year, and we feel very certain

that Senor Duran's simple, yet forceful, messages are most helpful
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to the members. In July a baptismal service was held in La Paz
for six candidates from Guatajata, all of whom were received into

the membership of the Church.

The Old Or Usual Type Of Homes Ox Peniel Hall Farm
At Lake Titicaca.

^W^rm^mj imxlimm)*
.

*** 4
W#AM/?£gf#

The New Type Of Home Which. Under The Reform
Movement At The Farm, Is Now Being Bt ill

So That One Section Of The Area Is

Called 'The New Guatajata."

Sec Rev. Earl Merrick's report.
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HEALING AT THE FARM
By Nurse Jean Pyper

As it is just a year since I arrived from furlough, I would

like to voice a note of praise not only for health, but also for the

privilege of helping in a small way in this needy part of the

Master's vineyard.

AILMENTS.—At times the responsibility in the medical work
seems very heavy, yet one can only do one's best, and pray, remem-
bering" that

"The Saviour can lift every burden,

The heavy as well as the light

;

His strength is made perfect in weakness,

In Him there is power and might."

Many and perplexing are the cases with which a nurse has to

deal from time to time. In Obstetrics it is usually the abnormal

case that the nurse is called on to help. During the year, nine of

the Indians in the district were gored by bulls. These cases have

to be visited for a week or two, and, needless to say, are heavy on

medical supplies. The Indians use bulls for cultivating the land,

and, since they never dehorn them, it is not to be wondered at that

there arc accidents at times. There is dental work. Just this

morning a young mother walked nine miles from Huarina to have

a tooth extracted. This year there have been more cases of mal-

aria than usual, as many of the Indians are travelling down into

the tropical valleys with their products since they receive higher

prices there. Besides malaria there are cases of tropical ulcer of

the throa'd. The ulcer eats the throat and the patient loses his

voice. While intravenous injections retard the progress of the

disease, I have never seen a case cured. Medical work among
the Indians in many cases is discouraging^ because often they

resort to all the means they know before coming to the Clinic or

dispensary. Many go to the Indian doctor, called the Bruho, who,

like most of the adults, is illiterate. While I was in a home treat-

ing a patient, a member of the family came in with a cup in which
was an infusion of some herb she had bought from the Bruho.

One of the common customs of the Indian doctor is to kill a

guinea pig. This he lays beside the sick patient for about half an

hour. Then he takes it to a certain section on the road, where he

makes a fire in an old earthen pot and sacrifices the guinea pig,

believing that through this act the sick one will recover. A black

dog, a chicken, or fruit may be substituted. There are two places

ia short distance on either side of the farm where the remains of
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sacrifies are often to be seen. Oh, that more and more might

come to know the Great Physician who gave His life, a sacrifice

to save them from the bondage of sin and superstition.

TWO OUT-STATIONS.—In the church services, Sunday

School and open-air meeting in Changolla and Yamacachi there

is a wonderful opportunity to meet this need. And in our national

pastor, Senor Duran, wre have a fine Christian leader. He always

has a song of praise and a word of testimony. He is not ashamed

of the Gospel of Christ, and imparts his assurance to others, that

it is the power of God unto Salvation to all that believe. When
visiting a patient in an Indian hut or in the Farm Clinic, there is

often an opportunity to help the patient spiritually as well as

physically and Sr. Duran is always glad to explain the way of

salvation and to urge the patients to attend the services where

they will hear the Word of Life. Personally, I look forward to

the day when I shall be able to converse freely in Aymara and be

able to take advantage of the opportunity for personal work my-
self.

IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.—It has been a pleasure teach-

ing; the little Indian girls in the Farm Sunday School. Seldom
even on a dark night are there less than fifty out, and at times as

many as eighty. The little girls contribute much to the singing,

as they know many of the choruses by memory. Since all the

benches are filled with the boys and older folk, the little j^irls

squat on the floor in the aisles and at the front of the church. The
behaviour is good considering that most of these children receive

no training in their homes. Pray that the seen sown in these

young hearts may' have a transforming power in this community.

IN THE DAY SCHOOL.—The girls' class in the day school

lias more than doubled in numbers, and an increasing number are

attending the full time boys' classes. A visitor at the girls' after-

noon class was more than surprised to see a group of Indian girls

attending school, and practically every one combed and washed,
for it isn't an everyday sight among the Indian children. We
strive to teach them cleanliness as well as reading and writing

and the handwork, which they thoroughly enjoy.

As we look forward to the New Year, we covet your prayers
for our young Christians, for the school teachers, for the Farm
and medical work and for ourselves as we continue the study of
Aymara that we might be better equipped to help in the work of
'-vangelizing.

— 18_—



Oruro
By Rev. Johnson Turnbull.

In each of the three years since my return to the field, Bolivia

has had a revolution. The last was carried out with very little

bloodshed ; and we have enjoyed quietness since. There has been

no attempt to curtail our missionary efforts ; and the people seem
more than usually ready to hear the gospel, and to receive the

Scriptures.

The church in Oruro has carried on in a more or less normal

manner during 1937- In the early part of the year attendances

are usually at their best. The Sunday services kept up well right

through; but in the first quarter the seating problem was acute.

Extra benches were borrowed and crowded beyond comfort; and
still some people failed to find seats. We have outgrown our

church space.

There were a number of enquirers, and not a few professed

conversion. Some of these seem genuine cases.

BIBLE INSTITUTE.—A Bible Institute was held in Oruro,

and proved a help and inspiration to our people. All our mission-

aries conducted classes. Our churches are widely separated, and
for many years the members of each church saw little or nothing

of those belonging to the other churches. Opportunities for visit-

ing outside of the local church were very limited indeed. But
now the Institutes have put Christian fellowship upon a broader

base, as students from all the churches come together periodically

for Bible study and training for Christian work. In the daytime

the usual routine of classes was followed, and in the evening a

special evangelistic effort was made. The missionaries for some
time had felt the need of holding short missions at each station,

and to meet that need to some extent it was decided to combine

the instruction in the Bible Institute with a special endeavor in

the evening sessions. These meetings were open to the general

public, and wrere well attended. The preaching was of a high

order and was accompanied by gratifying results.

EASTER_ BAPTISMS.—Easter Sunday was a memorable

day in our history. In the afternoon we had a baptismal service

which drew a large crowd, among whom were some who had
shown interest, but did not attend the usual services. The candi-

dates have all proved satisfactory. First, there were two rela-
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lives: wives of two members who are active in church work. For-
tunate indeed are they to have sympathy in their homes, where
so many new converts find persecution. Another candidate was
a young girl student: sister to Elena Loayza, who for years has

taught in Reekie College. Then came a man in his prime, unob-

trusive, but very faithful, regular at the Men's Bible Class and at

the church services. Then there were three younger men : now
all taking part in Christian work. There was another married

woman ; making eight baptisms in all. This woman gave her tes-

timony on one occasion, and spoke from notes. These notes I

borrowed, and from them made the following extract and trans-

lation.

TESTIMONY.—"As I was born in the darkness and grew

up in the same till I was thirty-one years of age, I did not want

to believe that the gospel was the true light. I was accustomed to

worship pictures that I had in my home, and before them I placed

flowers and lighted candles. More than this, I arranged for a

feast in honour of a clay image at Palala, two miles from my
home. At that time my husband and I had a liquor establishment

;

and I believed that the image of Palala would work a miracle, so

that by the end of the year we would be rich. Many Romanise
have the same illusion. During the feast, as the priest celebrated

mass, my attention was distracted as I was worried about the

guests, and the drinks, and the dancing, and wondered if the occa-

sion would prove a success. It turned out to be very satisfactory

to the priest and to the guests, but to me it was very costly. By

the end of the year we were selling off our belongings and furni-

ture, for our business went to pieces, and the expected miracle

did not occur. I was still blind enough to continue burning

randies for the saints. We followed up the religious feasts; bin

nothing seemed to help, for my character grew worse, and evil

thoughts filled my mind. Why was this? Because I was walking

iiig the way of darkness. 1 did not have the privilege in my in-

fancy that some now have, of knowing the holy gospel that reveals

the joyful way of truth and eternal happiness. Two years ago

I came to hear the gospel through church members. May God

bless these dear brethren who endeavour to bring souls out of the

darkness of sin. Thank God, today I am an evangelical, because

I have Jesus the Saviour. Now I enjoy a remarkable tranquility

of soul. In spite of life's ups and downs, 1 have not to bothe.

my head about vain things, nor need I think of taking revenge

upon my enemies. 1 need not fear Satan's attack, because the

Lord that saved me is more powerful."
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A SOCIAL FUNCTION.—There were several social func-

tions held, and one on an anniversary occasion deserves special

mention, because of an unique item on the programme. Three

church members were invited to give their testimonies. They

were selected as typical cases.

Ernesto Ruiz, son of the late Daniel Ruiz, the devoted native

pastor at Guatajata, told of his conversion and training in a Chris-

tian home, and in a mission school. He is now our church secret-

ary, and a teacher in Reekie College. Encamacion Armaza spoke

of her earliest recollections in a Catholic home; then of the trans-

formation when her parents were converted. She was still young,

but old enough to appreciate what the gospel had done for the

family ; and she, too, was early converted to Christ. She now helps

m the Sunday School, and teaches in Reekie College. These two

types are relatively rare, but will increase as the work develops.

Senora De Camacho is a type of convert that is general at

the present stage of our work. She is now teaching in the Sun-

day School. Her testimony, in outline, is written above, in the

section dealing with "Easter Baptisms."

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT.—This body was chosen by

vote at a general meeting of church members. Donato Saldias

was elected chairman, and made a very effective leader. It is

easy for a Bolivian to begin well, but his staying qualities are

often deficient. Donato maintained his enthusiasm throughout

Ihe year, and did much to sustain the interest of his colleagues.

The Board assumed responsibility for one week-night service

m the church, and month by month with a little help they carried

on successfully. In the session preceding my annual vacation

—

which was extended to two months on account of poor health

—

arrangements were made for carrying on the meeting during my
absence. The plan adopted made use of two of the more experi-

enced speakers among them to take the Sunday evening services.

During that time a Eucharistic Congress was held in the city, and

so by special request, Mr. Haddow occupied the pulpit one Sunday

evening, and gave an address suited to the occasion.

The Board took an active interest in general church affairs,

and through its committees kept in touch with every phase of our

efforts. Workers were assigned to eighteen positions, apart from

teaching in the main Sunday School.
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Senor Macedonia Montano Baptizing At Llallagua.

The Photo Is By Rev. Johnson Turnbull Of Oruro.

LIBERALITY.—In 1935 the church's monthly income was

Bs. 101.94. In 1936, with the formation of the Bolivian Baptist

Union, and the added responsibilty upon the churches of support-

ing a native pastor in Llallagua, the monthy income rose to Bs.

230.30. In the year under review, the Bolivian Baptist Uni<m

decided to lengthen its cords and open, up work in Viacha, and to

support another native pastor. Our church rose to the occasion,

and the monthly income increased to Bs. 311.34. In addition to

this, a special fund was raised for new church benches, which

reaches a total of Bs. 891.45. (25 Bolivianos equal one dollar).

LOCAL MISSIONS.—The church has local missions in four

centres. Oruro Moderno is the oldest work, and it has been well

sustained throughout the year. The work here consists of a Sun-

day School and a week-night service. During part of the year a

night school was conducted for the poorer children. South Oruro.

at the other end of the city, is a cause that suffered persecution

The house where meetings were held was sold, and the new owikr

put us out. so we had to rind new quarters. Then a campaign of

petty annoyances was launched against us. The house was stoned.

This was repeated so often that at last the owner put us out. We
found a third meeting-room, which is on a better street, and there

the work was continued till the end of the year. At Patio Nortes,
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among the children of railway men, a Sunday School was regular-

ly conducted ; and for a short time evening services also. Cottage

Meetings are a new effort. A church member began by inviting

a few friends to his home to hear the gospel. Church members
helped. Benches and books were provided and a regular weekly

meeting established.

CONCLUSION.—In a recent address, Sr. Saldias made the

following remarks : "The work in these four centres has prospered

in a successful manner. Each of the workers in charge of a sec-

tion has contributed wholeheartedly in order to secure progress

in the work entrusted to him. Further, it is right and just to re-

cognize the self-denial and labour of these co-workers who have

dedicated part of their time for the well-being of others and the

Master's cause; showing throughout the excellent willingness and
spirit of service that animates them."

MEMBERSHIP.—Dismissed by letter I, gained by baptism

8, present membership 69.

ORURO WORK AND WORKERS
By Miss S. D. Gilmour.

"For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise

men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called."

These words frequently come to my mind as I consider our breth-

ren, the members of the Oruro Baptist Church. Not many wise

men among them, but many there are who can get up and preach

with sincerity and tremendous earnestness. Not many mighty, but

their words have power because they speak with conviction and

because they themselves are living witnesses of the Gospel they

declare.

WHO'S WHO ?—The Oruro Church Council is responsible

tor supplying lay-preachers to three missions in various parts of

the city, in each of which a Sunday and a week-day meeting are

held. Who are these men in every-day life? One is a carpenter

whose shop stands wide-open to the street, and through the door

every passerby can see the Bible pictures and texts that adorn his

walls. As he works with his tools this man finds opportunities of

telling the Gospel. Some of the lay-preachers are truck-drivers.

Several ,.re tailors, and indeed there are those who can remember
a time when most of the men in the Oruro Church followed this

occupation. One of the most faithful lay-preachers is a photo-

grapher, who stands all day with his camera in the Central Plaza
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of the city. Another is a peddler. Wherever he journeys he
carries with him more than his wares. He proclaims the Good
News of Christ joyfully in many a town and village. He begins

to talk and a crowd gathers. His words are vivid and arresting

and he varies his talks by teaching the people new choruses he

has learned. In this way many have become interested in the

Gospel. The peddler reports increased eagerness everywhere to

hear more. So the ground has been prepared, but workers are

needed to establish regular services in places of these infrequent

meetings.

These laymen, for the most part, have had little education;

but they benefit greatly by the training-classes held weekly by the

pastor, and by the periodic Bible Institutes conducted jointly by
the men missionaries in the various centres,—a service which will

surely be required for many years to come.

A MISSION,—The Oruro South Mission is in a poor section

of the city with several chicherias,—that is to say beer-parlors,

—

to every block. In the face of little encouragement, the brethren

continue holding two services a week. There is no thought of

closing, although the average attendance is small. On account of

ill-feeling" on the part of his neighbours, the owner of the room
in which meetings were held decided that we would have to mov\
The Church Council succeeded in renting a good room on a more-

frequented street. This means that many more people stop in the

door-way to listen, and so the Gospel spreads. Many children

who attend are ragged and barefooted, and on July nights the

room is cold. I was surprised one winter's night to see a look of

contentment spread over one lad's face. He had just thought of

putting his cap on the brick floor and his bare feet inside it. Tn

this way he was able to keep his whole mind on the sermon.

D. V. B. SCHOOL.—Between Christmas and New Year's we
held a one-week Daily Vacation Bible School in this mission with

an average attendance of nearly thirty. The children enjoyed

themselves very much, although several who had wandered in with-

out permission from home were rudely snatched away by angry

mothers. We learned new choruses and a hymn as well as Bible

verses and stories One chorus learned was the Spanish version

of "Oh, say, but I'm glad!" and another was "I will make you

fishers of men." Miss Holmes told most of the stories, although

I took several turns at it. However, my telling about Zachaetts

did not seem to have any immediate effect, since at the close of

the hour a pair of stolen scissors dropped from the clothes of one

boy as he tried to walk carefully out of the door.
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Several of the children who attended the Daily Vacation

Riblc School are now coming to Reekie College, which opened

this last week with an enrolment of over two hundred. As all

pupils attend a short chapel-service every morning and have Bible

study for half-an-hour daily besides, much good may be done
through the medium of this school.

CLASSES FOR ALL.—Teaching in Spanish is a strange ex-

perience for me, but very good practice. I have some classes in

Bible study, English, Arithmetic and Spanish Grammar. All pupils

have been told about Sunday School and invited to come. We
said, "There arc classes for your fathers and for your mothers, for

the young women and for the young men, and for children of
every age." To some of them, Sunday School for adults is a new
idea, so one small girl came up to ask me: "Are these classes for

our daddies, too?" So we expect an increased attendance in all

our classes now that Reekie College has opened. When you under-
stand that some families who now come to church first became
interested in the Gospel through their children's attendance at

this school, T am sure that you will remember this part of the
work in your prayers, as well as the work of all our churches and
Sunday Schools throughout Bolivia.
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The Late Senor Crisologo Barron,

Who Died On Dec. ist, 1937.

Sec "In Mcmoriam," By Mr. Haddow.
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Cochabamba
By Rev. A. Haddow.

SERVING TWO CENTRES.—Mr. and Mrs. Buck and two

younger children left this field on the 23rd of July. Unfortunately

the recommendation of the Board that arrangements be made for

me to leave Reekie College, Oruro, to take over the work here

could not be carried out. The resulting arrangements were not

very satisfactory from any standpoint.

As there was not anybody here to play for the services, Mrs.

Haddow came while I continued with my work in the school at

Oruro. Senor Carlos Gutierrez, the native pastor of the Quilla-

collo field, was being turned out of the house the Mission has oc-

cupied for several years. On account of the great scarcity of

houses and the need of someone to help with the services, he was

.

brought to Cochabamba and lodged in the apartment we have

designated for single ladies. I came down every fifteen days and

carried the services over the week-end. In order to save two days'

work in the school. I flew back to Oruro on four occasions. Just

what this means can be seen by the following explanation. There
is no train from here to Oruro till Tuesday morning. That train

takes nearly ten hours for the trip. Since the War there has been

a great increase in travelling with the result that trains are almost

always crowded, not only with passengers but with baggage. This

makes the journey to Oruro a very tiresome one. On the other

hand there is an airplane service from here Monday morning at

seven. I don't know what the distance is by air, but of course it

is very much shorter and the time in the newer types of twin-

motored planes is thirty minutes from ground to ground. This
made it possible for me to be in the house in Oruro by eight with-

out the fatigue of the long train journey, and ready for school at

nine.

The week-end itself was varied enough. I usually arrived

from Oruro about seven Saturday evening. Later I had a Sunday
School teachers' meeting. Sunday morning we have Sunday
School where I taught the Men's Class. At one-thirty we drove

out to Sacaba, less than 10 miles, but forty minutes on the Cocha-
bamba-Sacaba Road, and had a service in Spanish, with some-

times a message in Quechua from one of the native brethren we
took along. Back to Cochabamba for the evening service in

Spanish.
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Owing to the fact that the School Examinations were later

than usual, I was not able to remove to Cochabamba definitely till

the last days of October. Although I have nothing but admira-

tion for the way Senor Gutierrez kept the work together, three

months is too long for a field here to be without a regular mis-

sionary, and especially in Cochabamba where we have not the nu-

cleus of men who are able to help as is the case on other fields.

INSTITUTE.—The Second Bible Institute was held here at

the end of November. Although the attendance was not so large

as when we met in Oruro, the interest was good, and we believe

the meetings were profitable. Conference followed immediately

after.

COCHABAMBA CITY.—The work in the city is moving

along well-determined and well-proven lines. The attendance at

the services is good and well maintained. This is especially true

of the Prayer Meeting. We have been considering holding the

Prayer Meeting in the Church as the room and overflow room

where we have always held it is getting to be too small.

COUNTRY WORK. — The War with Paraguay wrought

havoc with our work in the country. At the beginning of 1934

we had work in Tuscapujyu, Labalaba and Jamachuma, and meet-

ings in other places occasionally. The War took some of the

leaders in these places and we have never been able to replace

them. The health of Senor Barron, who laid the foundations or

most of that work, broke in 1935. He was never able to take the

work up again. He lingered on, most of the time with great

feebleness, till the 1st of December 1937, when he passed on to

his reward.

Crisologo Barron was born in the Argentine of Bolivian par-

ents. He served in the Acre campaign when Bolivia lost a good

slice of territory to Brazil. Up almost to middle age he led a

wild life. He was converted in Aiquile, a small town between

here and Santa Cruz. He and his wife joined the Cochabamba
Church in 1913. Sometime later he went to San Pedro to work

with Mr. Geo. Allan of the Bolivian Indian Mission, in the trans-

lation of the New Testament into Quechua. On the completion of

this work he returned to Cochabamba and entered the service of

the Mission in 1923. He travelled far and wide around Cocha-

bamba, meeting with the Indians at their work, and especially in
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their homes. Only when the secrets of all things are made known

shall we know just how much was sown by Don Crisologo and

how much fruit it bore. As one who worked with him for two

years, I can testify to his fine Christian character, his unfailing

optimism, and his eagerness to be of service. He retained con-

sciousness almost to the end, and, in spite of great weakness, bore

a fine testimony as long as he could speak.

PUNATA.—Dr. Sardan is still carrying on in Punata. Of
the ten baptisms on the Cochabamba field, three were the result

of the Doctor's work in Punata. He suffered a serious accident

in the month of September. He was visiting a neighbouring vil-

lage about fifteen miles away and in the night was bitten on the

neck by a piosonous bug. His face and head were badly swollen

and he has since suffered from a form of facial paralysis.

IN ORURO AND COCHABAMBA
By Mrs. Haddow.

During the first seven months of 1937 our work was all in

Oruro, but after Mr. and Mrs. Buck left on furlough my work

was here in Cochabamba.

ORURO.—While I was in Oruro I was able to help among
the sick and had the joy of helping a little boy to walk, for whom
the doctors there did not seem to be able to do very much. His

parents had crutches made for him, thinking he would never be

able to walk without them. The mother came to me to ask if I

would give him treatments and in six weeks he was able to walk

by himself. The last time I saw him he was running across the

school yard. He was just three years old.

A little girl of nine was also brought to me. Her limbs and
shoulders were so drawn up that she could not help herself at all.

The parents are very fanatical Catholics and had tried all sorts

of cures, including witchcraft. The poor child had to suffer for

it. I gave her massage for eight weeks and, when I left to come
to Cochabamba, she was able to comb her hair and help hen;elf

quite a lot, but her lower limbs were still not straight. We tried

to arrange to have her brought to Cochabamba where the treat-
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ments could be continued but. just after that arrangement was
made, the Eucharistic Congress was held in Oruro and the par-

ents were evidently influenced so that she did not come here.

While in Oruro last week I went to visit the child and, after

nearly six months'treatment with the doctor who was President of

the Eucharistic Congress, she was in worse shape than she was

in July. The mother told me in front o£ the child that she had

been such an expense to them she wished she would die. It looks

as though they were helping to fulfil their wish about the poor

child.
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A Group Of Christians And Their Friends Gathered At
Malcorrancho. These Were Led To Abandon Cath-
olicism By The Treachery Of A Catholic Priest

Who Decamped With Money They Had
Contributed For A Temple.

Since coming to Cochabamba I have not had so much nursing

to do. Only two days after Mr. and Mrs. Buck left here the little

three-year-old daughter of Carlos Gutierrez, the native pastor of

the Quillacollo Church, was badly burned about the body with hot

soup. Being a Sunday, she would likely have died of shock before

they could have obtained medical help. I was here with the

necessary remedies and she made a very good recovery.

I was also able to help Don Crisologo Barron in his last ill-

ness, as he was not able to leave his bed for two months. His

wife is crippled so that she needed assistance with him.

The Sunday School here is growing but we are very much

handicapped in not having teachers. A very nice class of young
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men, calling themselves "The Fishermen," had 32 present last

Sunday without anything special being on the program and with

not even a permanent teacher in sight. Mr. Haddow has a study

class with them each Tuesday night in our home. The Young
Women have also a nice class which is growing and recently has

organized itself something like the Young Women's Mission

Circles in Canada. They meet in our home every Thursday night.

By Christmas time they had quite a nice parcel of clothes and

sweaters made for the Salvation Army Orphanage in Oruro. On
Christmas Eve we had our Christmas Tree and Entertainment.

The giving of prizes has to be left to another time as we get a

crowd that night that is not used to our way of doing things.

When Miss Holmes returned to Oruro from furlough she

brought a Piano-Accordian for me which I had asked for. It is

a great help especially in the country work. It is quite a difficult

job trving to lead the singing in Ouechua without an instrument.

Peniel Hall Farm Truck At La Paz Railway Station,
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Quillacollo
By Rev. A. Haddow.

This field has been under the care of Senor Carlos Gutierrez

since his return from the Chaco War. Senor Gutierrez has not

enjoyed very good health and this has been reflected in the amount
of work he has been able to do on his field which entails much
walking. Arable ground has been too valuable to have it used for

roads and so in many places there are only foot-paths along the

irrigation ditches for many a mile of visiting. This means that

neither a car nor a bicycle would be of much avail in such a work.

Senor Gutierrez' ill-health has recently been diagnosed as chronic

appendicitis. An operation took place at the end of November,
but recovery has been slow, and he is still living with his family

in the Mission House in Cochabamba. One section of his field,

Motecatu, has suffered from removals so that practically only one
family remains. The rest have gone down to the tropical country

near Todos Santos. There is no evangelical work there but 1

have some hopes of making a visit there in the dry season as we
can get a good way with the car on the new Chapare Road.

BAPTISMS.—Tuscapujyu 3, Punata 3, Cochabamba 4. Total

10. Present membership of Cochabamba Church 50.

Ploughing In Bolivia.
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Reekie College, Oruro
By Principal A. Haddow.

RECORD ENROLMENT.—The School year began early in

January with the largest enrolment in its history, 229. During

the next few weeks nearly another 100 were refused, and this in

spite of the fact that we did not advertise outside of mention that

was made in the Sunday School. Our refusal of the extra pupils

was due to two facts: lack of furnished space and of suitable

teachers.

STAFF.—The Government is making larger demands year

by year on Private Schools such as ours. This undoubtedly is

due to a mixture of motives, some of which we are not in a posi-

tion to criticize. There are undoubtedly schools in the Republic

that are poorly equipped, and ours is one of them. There are also

many schools where the standard of training that many of the

teachers have had is pretty low, and that has applied to us in part.

Not that our ideals are low, but that we cannot get teachers with

Normal Training who are also Evangelicals, so we have to con-

tent ourselves with what we hope are moral and spiritual qualifica-

tions in lieu of professional qualifications, in our native staff. This

of course does not weigh very heavily with the authorities. Not

very much can be hoped in the way of improvement in our staff

of native teachers as long as the Principal of the school has to

teach all day. This in the altitude of Oruro does not give time,

and what is more important does not leave energy for classes

with the native staff, nor does it permit the supervision of their

work in the way it should. During the entire year I was never

able to visit a class except for odd minutes and then always with

something or other to do. One thing that has prevented difficul-

ties with the authorities in Oruro is that they have had a good
deal of confidence in us, and have not bothered us with much that

the Central Government has demanded. We had only one visit

from the Inspector all year, and that was one morning during

examinations. This, of course, throws even greater responsibility

on us, as we have to live up to their confidence. To do this some
provision will have to be made for helping to train our native

staff, till such time as we can get Normal trained teachers from
our Evangelical families.

— 33—



HEALTH.—The health of the school was good with the ex-

ception of slight epidemics in the Kindergarten and 1st year. This
is undoubtedly due to our fine location and the abundance of sun

that we can get in our yard and most of our classrooms. The
Girls' Basketball Team were City Champions in their group. The
boys did very well, but were not able to distinguish themselves as

did the girls.& j

SUCCESS.—The examinations showed a good standard of

work had been carried out through the year. The visiting exam-
iners paid the school some compliments that are not just the usual

words of courtesy on such occasions. This is the more remark-

able in view of what I have written above.

REPAIRS NEEDED.—There is still a good deal of repair

work and conservation work needed at the school. We wanted

to have the houses repainted and mud-plastered during the dry

season but the price we received made it quite impossible to think

of it. The extreme rise in price of materials both native and im-

ported, but especially the latter, makes it difficult to think of such

a thing when the income of the school is in bolivianos.

Indicative of the work that is urgently needed to be done are

the following: the end of the main building next the street needs

to be plastered, as also the back wall. The end will have to be

done with lime and cement to agree with the front. The back

with mud, with stucco round the doors and windows. The eaves

need to be closed in. We are housing at present some 50 or more-

pairs of pigeons that are a nuisance, so it is impossible to keep the

place clean, and they block up the eave-troughing.

There is also the work of conservation I have already men-
tioned on the houses : Single Ladies' and Principle's.

There is also some likelihood of our having to make a new
entrance to the property. The new paving project for Oruro is

now within a block of our corner on three streets. Apparently

our corner is about 6 feet too high for the grade they want and if

they lower it that six feet, it will mean a new entrance and a much
longer one to cope with a gradient of six feet more. The street

front on Calle Aldana is a pretty hard looking sight, and sooner or

later we will be compelled to build a wall there. It really be-

longs to the Municipality as they cut down the street, but wc
need hardly expect them to build a wall for us. I have gone into

this detail as mention is made in the Minutes of Conference of the

need for some budget for repairs for the School. The most im-
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portant items in order of urgency arc the conservation work on

the houses, then the closing of the eaves, then the end wall of

main school, then the back wall. The item of conservation was

Bs. 2,000 when we last asked for estimates. That at the present

rate of exchange is just over $100. The other items will be much
more costly, due to the nature of the materials required and the

class of work.

CO-OPERATION.—I am glad to testify to the whole-hearted

co-operation I received from the entire staff of the school. The
year's work would have been much more satisfactory to me if I

had not had to oversee the work in Cochabamba during the last

three months of the school year, but with the Canadian staff re-

duced below efficiency, apparently such things must be faced. The
attendance record and the numbers refused show that the place of

the school in Oruro is recognized, and that we can get such results

without a line of advertising, shows that we are known and that

the people will come to us.

EXTENSION.—Applications are constantly being made for

si Secondary Department and this is especially true of the parents

of our pupils who are finishing the primary course. So far as I

can see that will have to wait till they can get the qualified

teachers from the families of our Church members. We have also

many inquiries about a Boarding Department. The economic situ-

ation in Bolivia is such that we could not contemplate such a thing

in the near future.

NOTE.—Miss Alice Clarke, who has been in Oruro College

since her arrival in Bolivia, in the latter part of 1921, is, during

1938, at Peniel Hall Farm. Miss Janet Holmes is Principal of

the School with Miss S. D. Gilmour associated with her.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS WITH BOLIVIAN CHILDREN

By Miss Alice Clarke.

AN UNIQUE SERVICE.—South America is one of the few
countries in the world where Sunday School attendance in most

churches is much larger than the membership of the church itself.

It is not uncommon in our mission for a church of fifty members
to have a Sunday School of one hundred and eighty. Because of

that, the work among the children is one of the most encouraging
phases of our task.
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In the cities there are districts where most of the people have
lost their fear of us and of our strange teachings. But in every
city there are some outlying districts where the priest still has the

power to terrify the people with his stories against us. This is

also true of many of the villages of Bolivia. What is one to do?
Leave them alone because they are afraid? Or shall we go among
them and wait until they learn that none of the dire calamities

happens to them even if they do listen to a gospel message?

SACABA.—In many places we have left them alone, but in

a few we have tried the plan of trying to reach the children, since

they lose their fear quicker than the adults. Let us go from Coch-
abamba in the mission car, about an hour's ride over bad roads, to

the town of Sacaba. The Sunday School is held in the afternoon

and although it is still small it is an interesting study. One enters

the street door, crosses the court yard and goes into a room which

has been set aside for the meeting. The first few Sundays only a

few children appeared. They looked in at the street door but

would not come nearer. Gradually more children arrived and

after a few Sundays the bolder boys crossed the yard to see who
was singing. More followed and as the service proceeded they

got more interested, especially when they heard Ouechua, their own
tongue. Now they will step inside the door, and in time some of

them will be willing to sit down. One little fellow found himself

singing one of the choruses but stopped when he became conscious

of what he was doing.

Children Playing "Stars of Christmas," In The Christmas
Program In The La Paz Sunday School.
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ORURO.—We could go to a similar mission Sunday School

„ Oruro South. About fifteen children go right inside, demand a

• hymn book, and sit down. Another twenty adults and children

crowd around the door, hear the whole service, but cannot be per-

uaded to enter.*

VIACHA—Fortunately, not all districts are so hard to reach.

? «Take our new Home Mission work in Viacha, a hitherto unevan-

*gelized territory. The Bolivian pastor was able to open a Sunday

School almost immediately, and the children are learning the new

and wonderful story of how Jesus Christ came to earth, lived

^here, and then died to save us.

ORGANIZED SCHOOLS.—In the places where work has

been established for a longer time, there are organized Sunday

Schools. Any Sunday morning at ten o'clock we might visit one

in La Paz, Oruro or Cochabamba. The Cradle Roll babies some-

times stay at home, but more often they come riding on their

mothers' backs, or in big sister's arms, or hanging on to daddy's

hand, and even big brother often has his little charge with him

in his class. The Primary Class is a stirring place with some

• sixty-five children from four to eight years. They sing their own

^ hymns and learn memory work and have a lesson suited to their

' years. Then they join the rest of the School for closing exercises.

"In the main School you will find women and men, senoritas and

young men, the girls and the boys. Sometimes they are singing

lustily and sometimes singing sleepily, sometimes having a bright

happy service, and sometimes indulging in long, long prayers when
the Bolivian leading is having a good time, but the rest have lost

interest.

DIFFERENCES. — Naturally, no two Sunday Schools are

alike. In La Paz they have a lantern that throws hymns on the

> screen and does away with the troublesome problem of hymn
books. In Oruro there is an Aymara class for the Indians who
attend. In Cochabamba there is a bigger surprise still—an Eng-
lish class in a Spanish Sunday School ! Since all year round there

are Missionaries going there for holidays, and some of them
come from very lonely places where they do not hear English

spoken outside of their own homes, it means a great deal to them

to hear an uplifting lesson taught in their own tongue.
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TWO HUNDRED.—Now we must not leave out one of the

most important Sunday Schools, the one at Peniel Hall Farm on

beautiful Lake Titicaca. The Indian children are busy during the

day, tending the sheep and watching the house. If you ask any-

one when the Sunday School begins they will not say seven o'clock

or eight o'clock for few of them have clocks. The answer isp?

"At Dark." So as soon as the night begins to fall the childrefr

arrive. How strange to see so many in a country place ! There

is an average of 200 all year round. Two hundred Indian boys,

and girls, mothers and babies, fathers too. The littlest girls dresSfc

just like their mothers and look so cute in their full skirts and

shawls. When they grow as tall as their mothers, how does one

tell which are mothers and which are daughters? The men and

boys wear brightly-colored knitted caps, with earlaps. But the
N

young men are not so satisfied with Indian dress. They are be-

ginning to want European clothes. The service is all in Aymara,

Scripture reading, choruses, lessons and memory work.

RESULTS.—How much is accomplished for the cause of

Christ in all the Bolivian Sunday Schools? The missionaries often

ask themselves that question. Some children come for a year or

so and then lose interest, or move away. Others come year after

year and still take no definite stand. But still others grasp the

Truth and it shows forth in their lives resulting in Life Eternal.

•

For the sake of Christ who is able to save souls, we continue to

work among the children of Bolivia.
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The Bolivian Baptist Union representing seven churches is

responsible .for the work at two centres—Llallagua and Viacha.

Brief reports concerning these follow.

LLALL39&UA.—During the year, I was able to make a few

visits to Llallagua. One visit was made to arrange a difficulty

between brethren that seemed beyond the ability of the native

pastor to 'satle. The Bolivian Baptist Union now feel that they

have the full responsibility for this work. The pastor they sup-

porter. Macedonio Montano, has been diligent in carrying out

his akities; and in spite of some unpleasant internal trouble, the

church has prospered. The pastor reports six conversions, and

hopes to ;*baptize within a few months.

Pin connection with the work on this field, regular meetings

are held, in Catavi, with an attendance of between thirty and forty,

[good spirit is in evidence there, and further progress is assured.

lontano has branched out to the village of Andavilque,

fre a"" promising work with a Sunday School has begun. In

this venture he has the help of two of the church members.—John-

son Turnbull.p
CHRISTMAS AT VIACHA.—We note with pleasure the in-

fest that the La Paz Church is taking in the work at Viacha.

lose of our Church here are like a fond mother and are certainly

helping in every way possible in the growth and development of

Kir baby church in Viacha. Among; other things it was decided

that a small group would go from here on Sunday, December 26

ghd that this day would be set apart for special Christmas mes-

sages and the Sunday School treat for the boys and girls and men

Pa women who have been attending the services in Viacha.

Miss Mary Epp and I were invited to go. I took my folding

fan with me. Senor Gomez, the President of the Bolivian Bap-

>t Union, had charge of the transportation arrangements, etc. He
irontributed a great deal towards making the day a success. We
went from the station here at 8 a.m. in what is called an "Auto-

carril" which is really like a bus, only it goes on the train track.

There were 12 of us altogether and, as four of these have not

missed a Sunday this year in our Sunday School in La Paz, they
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^ -.-Tuted to makesw^^^Ron as they saw -A in the statio]

they >vould raRive^heir attendance mark hire if they w
Yiachy(^Kerwise. thev were quite decided Witney wfl

station that

•ent to

Yiach™ *5rnerwise. they were quite decided ^Htniey wrhild not

go. We assured them that they would be marked preset alright.

Sr. Julio CabalUro, the national pastor at ViachaJ met us at

the station. As we walked through the town to the ni-??h?r place

I was impressed with the number of people who^Qke cordially

to Sr. Caballero. We discovered during the day that he ajl his

wife have already made a place for themselves in this^wn and

that there is not as much opposition to the gospel as :.._'- have

been expected. s

At 10 a.m. they had their Sunday School. Senor CaMTlero

taught 2$ children in a separate children's class and Sj^^jbinez

took the adult class. In the afternoon at 3 p.m. we listened with

interest to a short Christmas program of recitations and ir^mns

which was given by the children who have been attending tk«>un-

day School. Then those who have attended regularly weregi^B
prizes and bags of candy (the Christmas fund from Canada)

while Sr. Gomez gave smaller bags of candy and a baUMVor a

small doll to all the other children in the meeting. Tlwe were
about 140 in the afternoon meeting and in the evening trreBBvere

150 in attendance. We felt that the day had been well sdX and

it was a great joy to see the interest and encouragemernL and

growth in the work in Yiacha.—Dorothy Francklin.
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