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Bay St. Lawrence Church, Cape North Charge

THE Maritime Conference comprises the Provinces of

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island,

a portion of the Gaspe Peninsula and Bermuda.

In the three Provinces there are 1,130,410 persons,
and of these 211,574 belong to the United Church. In

Bermuda we have 5 charges, with a total of about 1,700
persons. On the Gaspe Peninsula our Church serves

2,200 in 1 8 preaching places. In the Conference, there-

fore, about 215,500 persons are under United Church
pastoral care. There are 18 Presbyteries, with 327 pas-

toral charges, comprising a total of 1,000 preaching
appointments.



Manse and Grounds, Little Shemogue, N.B.

IN every one of the 1 8 Presbyteries there is some form
of Home Mission activity. This work is not spectacular

in type, being mostly ordinary aid-receiving or student

missionary work. There are 81 pastoral charges not strong

enough to provide for their own maintenance, and these

receive Home Mission grants. In addition, there are 22
student mission fields. In other words, our Home Mission
responsibility in the Maritime Conference is to keep open
81 aid-receiving charges and 22 student fields. These
charges and fields make up about 400 congregations.

ILLUSTRATIVE of the type of charge receiving aid from
the Board of Home Missions is Cape North, Cape Breton

Island. This 3-point charge receives a grant of $450.
Here a loyal group of 75 families has demonstrated the

meaning and influence of a rural church. In January,

1940, they completed a fine, new, modernly equipped
manse. In 1941-1942 every family made a contribution

to the liquidation of The United Church debt—their total

was $504. Last February they shared with other denomi-
nations the opening of a Cottage Hospital in their com-
munity, which is remote from hospital facilities.

The successful accomplishments of the Cape North
charge are in no small measure due to the faithful and
conscientious leadership given by their Pastor, Rev.

W. H. Forsythe.
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St. James United Church, West Covehead, P.E.I.

LITTLE SHEMOGUE, N.B., is a four-point rural charge.

Under the leadership of the minister, Rev. E. Lockhart,

with his knowledge of rural problems and his love for rural

people, this congregation has made real progress in recent

years. Agricultural gatherings have been sponsored and
methods of improving stock and farming have been studied.

Church properties have been renovated and beautified.

Interest in community and church life has been enhanced.
The Home Mission grant of $200 made to this charge is a

real investment, producing dividends in character and
community enrichment.

ON the Covehead charge in the Prince Edward Island

Presbytery, the first Protestant service is believed to

have been held in that Province. This historic rural charge,
which is composed of two congregations that were formerly
Methodist and two that were Presbyterian, receives a

grant of $475. The minister, Rev. Thomas A. Wilson, is

completing his twenty-sixth year as pastor—a tribute in

itself to the fruitful ministry he has carried on in an extensive
country charge.

There are 81 of these aid-receiving charges in the
Maritime Conference and 750 of them across Canada.
Such charges are, as a rule, large in area and small in

population. If it were not for the help given through
Home Mission grants, hundreds of them would not be able
to witness for Christ in rural Canada.
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Coal Mine, New Aberdeen, Cape Breton

THERE are five Institutional Missions in the Conference.
Two of these are in industrial centres on Cape Breton

Island. Wesley Hall, under the direction of Rev. G. E.

Whidden, renders an effective ministry to the mining com-
munity of New Aberdeen, reaching families of several

nationalities. It ministers "to all classes, colours and
creeds" and "brings into a Christian environment men,
women, young people and children who would otherwise

receive no religious training."

Community House at Whitney Pier, near Sydney, serves

its large constituency from the vicinity of the great steel

plant and the coke ovens. The Institution is under the

superintendency of Rev. F. E. Boothroyd, minister of

Trinity United Church. It is used weekly by about 500
persons, representing at least 8 nationalities and 10
denominations. No other Institution is doing as much as

Community House to meet the recreational, social and

spiritual needs of the 8,000 people living in this area.

During Education Week, a youth service, with 650 in

attendance and representing manv nationalities and creeds,

was held in Trinity Church. Taking part with the super-

intendent were an African Orthodox minister, a Ukrainian

priest, a Salvation Army officer, an Anglican clergyman

and a Jewish rabbi.
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STELLARTON MISSION, in the heart of the Pictou

County coal fields, is another piece of work in which

the Board of Home Missions and the Woman's Missionary

Society co-operate. Here the W.M.S. worker visits the

homes of the miners, bringing to them the influence and

ministry of the Church. Her special contribution, how-
ever, is through the Sunday School and kindred organiza-

tions that influence the lives of scores of children.

IN down-town Halifax is Brunswick Street Church, which

carries on a varied ministry—missionary, evangelistic,

social and redemptive. This church's programme has

many activities to meet the demands of its challenging

constituency. In summer there are camps and vacation

schools. During the rest of the year capable leadership

is given to boys and girls and young people, adults and
members of the armed forces, in classes, groups and
gatherings adapted to their peculiar needs. The minister

and superintendent is Rev. J. G. E. Call. Associated

with him are two deaconesses, one supported by the Board

of Home Missions and one by the Woman's Missionary

Society.
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Women s Bible Class, Brunswick Street Church, Halifax
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AT Minto, N.B., there is the Minto Mission, with Rev.
A. T. King as pastor, serving a coal mining community.

Forty years ago about 5,000 tons of coal a year were
mined, but the coal resources have been developed until

now the production reaches 500,000 tons a year. As a

result of this development, a large number of Non-Anglo-
Saxons have made Minto and the vicinity their home.
About a dozen languages are spoken by the different

nationalities in the community and, in serving this con-
stituency, our Church is ministering to many New Canadians.

THE Maritimes have given many ministers and mis-

sionaries to the Church. In some congregations

—

especially in Pictou County, Cape Breton Island and Prince

Edward Island—two or three have come from one family.

In Derby, a 4-point aid-receiving charge in Miramichi
Presbytery, one of its appointments, Williamstown, gave
to the former Methodist Church 3 well-known ministers,

a missionary to Japan and a colporteur of the Bible Society,

all by the same name—Tweedie. Four were from one
family and the other was a cousin.

Miners' Cottages, Minto, N.B.



Bonshaw, P.E.I., one of five points on Hampton Charge

(a re-arranged Charge)

SUCCESS has been achieved in amalgamations and re-

organization of charges in the Conference. Since
1 936, the Superintendent of Missions, Rev. W. S. Godfrey,
reports 35 amalgamations with a consequent releasing of

1 8 men for service elsewhere. Of these amalgamations, 27
took place among aid-receiving charges, thus saving about
$7,000 annually in Home Mission grants. In this regard

Prince Edward Island Presbytery has a fine record. In

1928 it had 16 aid-receiving charges, receiving a total of

$8,115 in grants. By amalgamations, re-arrangements and
increased givings, this number has been reduced to 7, and
the total of grants asked for by Presbytery for 1943
is $1,850.

THERE are 41 ministers of the Maritime Conference in

the chaplaincy and other branches of war services.

As a result, there are a large number of vacancies, especially

in aid-receiving charges. To meet the emergency, 1

3

superannuated ministers and 10 laymen are serving as

supplies. There are still over 20 charges vacant.
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Shippigan United Church {Student Mission), The
15 Protestants in this French village are regular

church attenders

DURING 1942 the Board of Home Missions gave a

grant of $250, and a loan of $250, to build the little

church at Spryfield, a Halifax suburb, whose population

increased from 327 in 1931 to 1,652 in 1941. A similar

grant and loan were also given to Fairfield, another Halfax

suburb, to build a church hall.

WAR conditions and enlistments have seriously

affected the work in all our Church Colleges. In

spite of this, Pine Hill Divinity Hall and Mount Allison

University supplied enough students to serve the mission

fields of the Conference and also gave 18 others who
went out under the Board of Home Missions to serve on
frontier and rural fields on the Prairies.

In student missions every effort is made to avoid over-

lapping with other denominations. Two fine examples of

this are found in the case of Pictou Island and Caribou in

Pictou Presbytery. The United and Presbyterian Churches

alternate in sending students to these two fields.

Issued by the Board of Home Missions

In co-operation with

The Missionary and Maintenance Department

The United Church of Canada
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