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LETTER to R. F. Efq;

SIR,

?*"3o£~^ H E Liberties, which you and your Friends have taken,

W x M for fome Months paft, with my Character, apparently

w ^3r jl

W^k a View to lefl*en me *n the Affedlion of my own
sMLjfcj'&JK Family, as well as in the Efteem of my Friends, Neigh-
bours and Countrymen, and the falfe Reprefentations, which have
given Currency and Weight to this Slander, have induced fome
worthy Perfons, who have known me for many Years, to recom-
mend to me a publick Vindication of myfelf.

I fhould willingly have waved this, knowing, how feldom the

cleared Evidence of Fafts will prevail with fome Men, to give up
their Prejudices, and how much eafier it is to fpread a popular
Slander, than to obtain from the Publick fuch a minute Examina-
tion, of a Cafe not very interefting to the Publick, as the Difco-
very of the Truth may require.

B u t the Opinion of thofe Friends, and the Affiduity, with
which I am flandered, have rendered it neceflary to do Juftice to

myfelf.

I have chofen to do this in an Addrefs to you, becaufe I car*

appeal to you for the Truth of moil of my Allegations, and be-
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ckufe you are the Author of many, and the Occafion of all the

Calumnies, with which I am loaded, I have chofen to make this

Addrefs publick •, becaufe it is impofiible for me, as a Man of Bu-
ll nefs, to follow you through all the Companies, where you have
Lcifure and Inclination to traduce me.

You have fingled me out, as an Obje6t of your Refentment, for

withdrawing from your Interejl the Jjjiftance of mine. Your Re-
fentment of this, if juft, muft be founded in a Claim of Right to

my sljjijlance. If you had any fuch Claim, it muft be founded,
either in perfonal Obligations laid by you upon me, or in the Friend-

Jhip, which fubfifted between us, or in my having ever profeffed

fuch Party Principles, as would render it inconfiftent to z6i againft

you, or in the Regard, which I profefs to the Good of this Town.

These are all the Grounds I can recollect, upon which your
Claim to my further Affiftance could be built. If you know of any
other, I fhall conflder them with asftrift a Regard to Truth, zs that

with which I now propofe to confider thcfe.

I will lay before you a Series of Fades, from which it will ap-

pear to you, as well as the World, that I am under no perfonal Obli-

gation to you, and that you first violated the FriendfJrip between us.

I fhall call upon you to prove, that I ever profeffed any Party Prin-

ciples, inconfiftent with my prefent Condudt ; and I fhall leave

the World to judge, which of us is promoting the real Good of

this Town •, You* who are endeavouring to keep up a Flame,

without the leaft Profpedt or Defire of Succefs •, or I, who after

experiencing your Succefs to be Impradticable, and difcovering

your Meaning to be fuch, as I cannot Countenance, intend to ufe

my utmoft Endeavours, to reftore Peace and Harmony among my
Neighbours.

Some Time before the general Election, in the Year 1754,when
you began to meet your Friends, and to canvafs and folicit Votes,

a Relation of mine and Friend of yours applied to me for my
Vote and lntereft in your Favour, which I was not indifpofed to

give. You came to me foon after, and folicited the fame Favour,

which I then promifed to grant, I
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I mention this fo circumftantially, to fhew, that you intended

to offer yourfelf a Candidate, before you was aflliredof my Afllft-

ance ; which removes one of the Imputations thrown out againft

me, that I was the Perfon, who perfuaded you to (land.

Agreeably to my Promife, I aflifted you, at the Expence of

my Health, my Time, 6?*\.

I entered warmly into every thing, that tended to promote your
Caufe, concluding from your Oppolition to two powerful Families,

that you heartily wifhed to fucceed.

If you fhould plead, that I had other Motives to this Adtivity

in your Service -, I confefs I had; but they were known to you then,

and 1 well remember, that at the Time, and manyTimes fince, yon
profeffed your Obligation to me, in the ftrongeft Terms ; and I

was not then, nor have been at any time fince, under the leaft

Obligation to you.

Your Election mifcarried. From this Time, my Friends and
I took every Opportunity of advancing your Popularity and In-

tereft in the Town. We fucceeded fo far, by unwearied Diligence,

as to gain a Majority in your Favour in the Common-Council, and
we eledted no one into that Body, whofe Attachment to you was

not perfeftly well known.

I proceeded farther. I recommended it to you, as a Meafure
important to your Intereft, to be ele&ed into the Common-Council
yourfelf, and pleaded my continual Engagements in the Bufinefs

of my Profefiion, as a Reafon for leaving to you, at leaft in part,,

the Management of your Intereft in that Body. I requefted this

feveral Times, always intimating my own Defire to be eafed of that

Trouble, and to be at Liberty to attend to my own Affairs. You
conftantly declined the Offer, always adding, that your Obligations

to me were fuch, that you fhould never have it in your Power
lufficiently to acknowledge them.

About the latter End of the Year 1756, one of the Seats in

Parliament for this Borough became vacant. I met you and fe-
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veral of your Frierids, and pfopofed an a&ive Meafure towards
your Succefs, which was rejected. However, I once more engaged
in your Caufc, with fuch Vigour, that my Health was confiderably

impaired by the Conteft. I again fpared neither Time, nor Mo-
ney, and encouraged others of your Friends by my Example to

contribute theirs.

We again failed of Succefs. I had now ken enough of thefe

Struggles, to become quite weary of my Share of the^Work. Jt

appeared to me highly improbable that you would ever fucceed,

after the Defeat ot fuch Efforts, as were then made. I fignifted

fomething like this to yourfelf ; at lead I intimated, thatlfhouJd

ftudy my own Peace, and not engage further in thefe Matters, than

by giving my Vote, whenever you fhould think fit to offer your-

felf again. You then, and frequently fince declared, that you had
Tto Right to my Services longer, than I was pleafed to give them,

and that you was highly obliged to me for the Part I had taken.

Soon after this Converfation, but not in confequence of if, I

received an Offer from a Perfon of very high Rank, of an Office

in my own Profeffion, which had been reported to him to be worth

400/. per Annum. The Offer came with fuch Profefilons of

Kindnefs to me, as did me great Honour.

I confulted you upon the Subject, for our Friendship was now
become more intimate, than you may perhaps be difpofedto ac-

knowledge. I have no Inclination either to fink you, or to exalt

myfelf, by affirming it. I defire only to appeal to your Memory
For Fa£ts, and to your Judgment for the Conclufions I fhall draw
from them.

You fold me, that, in your Opinion, I ought to accept the

Offer. I was (truck with the apparent Generofity of this Declara-

tion, and told you in Return, that for your fake I would decline

it ; that it was an invariable Rule of Life with me, never to ac-

cept a Favour, without a Defire and Intention of making fome Re-
turn
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tufn ; and that, whilft I flood connected' with you, F could notr

make the only Return, which might be expefted. Accordingly I

wrote a refpe&ful Letter, begging leave to decline the Offer y

which was never made to me fince.

You was much affefted at my Conduft, and afliired me, with

Tears in your Eyes, that I had heaped fo many Obligations upon
you, that you fhould never fee me in any Part of your Life, but

a fiefh Obligation would flare you in the Face.

Sometime after this, a Scheme was propofed, by fome of your
Friends, for rendring your Succefs infallible, and for your fake I

concurred earneftly in forwarding it to the utmoft'of my Power.

You declared, from the Beginning, your Diflike of it, as unron-

ftitutional, and perfevered in your Oppofition to it, till it was laid

afide. I fhould have afcribed this Oppofition to the moil ho-

nourable Motives -, but your Appearance foon after at a Place,

upwards of fifty Miles diftantfrom hence, where you concurred in

this very Meafure, which you had declared fo unconflitutional, and
even gave it the Sanation of your Name, left me at a Lofs, to what
Motive to attribute your Oppofition to it at home, till the laft

Converfation I had with you, of which I fhall foon have occafioa

to fpeak, cleared up the Matter.

By this Time the Character of the Gentleman, whom you had:

laft oppofed, became known among his Conflituents. He had
diflinguifhed himfelf by uncommon Adtivity in their Service, and
even fome of the mofl confiderable of your Friends were warm in

their Acknowledgements of his Merit.

I had not then the Honour to be perfonally acquainted with
him ; but had heard fo much of his Worth, and had (ten thofe

Reports fo well confirmed, by Letters of his to fome eminent
Merchants here, that I could not forbear, even in your Company,
to exprefs myfelf in Terms of Eflecm for that Gentleman.

It
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It is not improbable, that our Friendfhip was ftiakeh that Day,

though contrary to my Intention. You appeared to be hurt, and
,anfwered, with fome Emotion, that you knew nothing he had
done, which any Gentleman . in his Situation would not have

done. I dropt the Subjed:, having not the leaft thought of a

Breach with you.

-About this Time a Complication of Misfortunes, which befel

fome of your Friends and others in the Town, produced fo gene-

ral a Defpondency, that all ferious Perfons began to fpeak of our
Ele&ion Contefts as Evils, to exprefs themfelves weary of them,
and to wifh, that you were fo far fatisfied, that we might be in no
Danger of a further Trouble ,and Expence, which few of us were

in a Condition to fupport.

I was one of the Many who talked this Language, and I was
very finccre in what I faid. But unfortunately for me, this honefl:

Concern for my Neighbours increafed the Sufpicion, which feeined

to have been excited before, by my innocent Declaration cf my
good Opinion of a Gentleman,who is acknowledged by your Friends

to be an Object of Efteem.

The Lord Lieutenant had, not long before, done you and me the

Honour to appoint us Deputy Lieutenants for the Execution of the

Militia Act. I attended at two or three Meetings, and there be-

came acquainted with that Gentleman.

I could not imagine, that you would prefume, that my Friend-

fliip with you precluded an Acquaintance with him-, and accord-

ingly I received his polite advances to me in fuch Manner as be-

came me. However we exchanged not a Word at thofe Meetings,

relative to the Affairs of this Town, or to his Intereft in it.

Some Bufinefs having called me to London in February lafl, I

tell into the fame Gentleman's Company, not at his own Houfe as

you have alledged, tho' it is a Charge, which I ihould have mod
readily conteffed, had it been true. He propofeda Tavern Meets
if'g \yith m e, and I accepted the Invitation, Our
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Our ConverfatJon foon turned upon the State' of Things at Ykr~
mouth—He expreffed himfclf ftrongly defirous and ready to purtucr

any Method ot rcftoring Peace to the Town. I told him I could

ritat anfwer for others of your Friends, but that my Oppofitioa
would extend no farther, than my Wifhes to ferve you ; that the

mod effectual Means of Peace would be, to confer an Obliga-

tion upon you, and that I would for your Sake, and for the commoa
Good, venture to propofe it to you.

I then mentioned the Obje6t, which I thought mod defirable to

you, and mod agreeable to your Friends. He faid, it would be

attended with fuch infuperable Difficulties, that he could not pro-

4nife it. Another Object was then propofed, to which, on fcveral

Accounts, I thought you might not be averfe ; and he allured me,
that whenever it was done, it fhould be done in a Manner, the moft
delicate and obliging to you. I cheerfully undertook the Negotia-

tion for your Sake, and I do folemnly declare, that I had your In-

tereil moft fincereiy at Heart.

At my Return to this Town, I found, to my great Surprize,that

during my Abfence, a Scheme had been formed, amongft your

Friends, for fupplanting my Intereft in the Corporation. A Mem-
ber of the Common Council being dead, it had been agreed, with-

out my Privity, to elect a Perfon in Oppofition to me in his Room.

I attended the Society, at which this was to be propofed and
refolved on •, a Society, formed by my Friends and me for your
Intereft, and confuting chiefly of Perfons introduced by them and
me for your Intereft.

One worthy Member, a Friend of yours, called me afide, and
told me, that my Prefence, and that of my particular Friends, was
ufelefs, for the Majority were privately engaged, againft cur Incli-

nations ; and another worthy Friend of yours acquainted me,
that upon hisafking one of them the Reafon of this extraordina-

ry Proceeding, he anfwercd, That I had had the Power of the

Corporation too long, aad that they were determined, I fhould

frfive it no longer. Whem



( 8 )

When the previous Queftion was put, and a Majority appeared

ready to oppofe me, I remonftrated to them this dark, undermin-

ing, ungrateful Condudt, and left the Room with a Resolution,

never to aft with them again.

However I diftinguifhed between you and them, and called

upon you a Day or two after, to confult upon what had paffed.

You expreffed your Concern at it, and I then learnt, from your

own Mouth, what I would not have believed from any other,

-that you yourielf, Sir, was concerned in this Tranfa&ion •, that

you went to the then Mayor to open it to him, and that he very

prudently told you, it would have the Effe6t of breaking them
to pieces, that is, of difiblving a Society, which was formed for

your Purpofes, and had no other Objedt than your Service.

That you concurred in a Meafure, which tended to the Diffb-

lution of your Friends, might be owing to a want of Forefight.

But that you fhould promote fuch a Meafure, in Oppofition to

Me, after the many Marks of Friendfhip you had received, and
Jiad acknowledged to have received from me, and that you
fhould do it, without the leaft Provocation on my Part, without

the lead Grounds to fufpedt my Attachment to you, except thofe

unreafonable Grounds before-mentioned, appeared to me irrecon-

cilable to Rules of Friendfhip and Principles of Honour.

But I only expoftulated with you the Unkindnefs of this

Treatment, that after fuch a Confidence, as had fubfifted between
us, which had been kept up inviolably on my Part, an Affair of

this Kind fhould be planned, and brought to the Point of Execu-
tion, without the leaft Intimation to me or to mod of my Friends.

You pleaded, that you thought it would be difagreeable to me
at firft, but that inTime I might pafs it over, for that the Perfon in-

tended,and twenty fuch as he,would be no more than aWifp ofStraw
in my Hands, and that, without me, the whole Body rnuft be dif-

folved, for they were nothing without my Afliftance. I fmiled at

the Flattery of a Declaration, which had been fo glaringly contra-

dicted by your Conduct. Our.
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Our Coriverfation did not end here. But I mull relate what
pafied in Confequ6nte of it, before I repeat the latter Part.

I confidered thisTranfa&ion, as a moft unfriendly Proceeding

with Refpedt to rne, and frankly told you, that as I knew it foon

enough, to prevent the Succcfs of it. I moft certainly would.

When the Election came on, a Majority of the Common-Council
appeared difpofed to fupport my Caufe, and they actually did.

But I had ftill fome Tendernefs for you, and recommended a Per-

fon to be chofen, who was a Friend of yours, and who had brought

.you, to his own Detriment, a confiderable Intereft at the laft Ele<5U-

on. He was chofen agreeably to my Wifhes.

From this Day was poured out that Torrent of Abufe, which
would have overwhelmed a Man lefs undeferving of it than myfett.

You confidered this Meafure as an A£t of Hoftility againft you,

and complained loudly of it.

You did more. You defamed me in all Places, and chiefly at a

Diftance from Home, with a Malignity, which even aSenfe of In-

jury would not have juftified, and which a Senfe of Obligations

rendered criminal. You infulted me, in the grofleft Terms, evei*

under my own Window, at a Time, when you was fwelled with
the Hopes of dividing me from a Gentleman, to whom I fhall e-

ver pay that filial Duty, and perfonal Affedtion, to which the Obli-

gations he has laid upon me, and his Character, juftly intitle him.

You did more yet. You divulged the Offer, which had been
made me three Years ago, and which I communicated to you and
fome few of your Friends in Confidence, upoa your and their

Promifc of Secrecy ; and you difclofed it to the Ferfon, who you
thought would be moft affe&ed by it. You reported, contrary to

another Promife of Secrecy, fo much of our laft Converfation, as

might anfwer your Purpofe, and reprefented my Interview with

one of our worthy Reprefentatives in London, in fuch a Light, as

if it had been injurious to you.

B Can
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Can you wonder, Sir, or complain, if, after this Treatment, I

repeat, in my own Vindication, the reft of that Converfation,

which till then had not been difclofed to the moft intimate Friend

I have ?

After I had gently expoftulated with you the Affair of the

Common-Council-man, I entered upon the Negotiation for

Peace, which I had undertaken, and propofed to you the Offer,

which had been fuggefted in London, and which had been agreed

to be made.

You objected to it, partly that it was not explicit enough, and
partly, that fo many Perfons were to be confulted, that you could

not hearken to it ; telling me at the fame Time, that you was
much obliged to me for this frefh Inftance of my Regard for.

you, and that you was not fo weak, as to objeft to the Ac-
ceptance of a Favour from an Adminiftration, whofe Meafures

you approved. You hinted indeed other Terms, but they were
luch, as I knew neither would nor could be accepted.

But what is moft material for my Juftification, as well as for

the Confideration of all your Townfmen, particularly of thofe,

^vho have been zealous, and expended their Time and Money, and
incurred Enmities, in yotir Service, is a Declaration, which you
made to me on this Occafion, and never before.

You told me, on my expreffing my Wilh, that the firft Objedt

had fucceeded, that you had not of late Years wifhed to be in Par-

liament \ that it was too late in Life for you to wifh it; that it

would be a moft unhappy Day for you, if you fhould be ele&ed \

that it would alter your whole Scheme' of Life; that your Affairs

required (Economy rather than Expence ; and you concluded all

this with the following Words, or Words to this Effeft ; " Mr.
" R.I will tell you what you never knew before, and what I
" never told any one. You know, that Mr. li. faid to you
" in the Ek&ion of 1754, that he would Hot forgive you, if he

" fhould
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cc fhould be returned. At that Time, I aflure you, my Heart
ic aked more than his, left I fhould be returned ; and you know,

with what Reluctance I was brought to ftand at the laft E-
Jedtion."

<<

" For God's fake, faid I, why then is this violent Flame kept
up in the Town ;—and as you fee fome of your Friends ruined,

and others on the Brink of Ruin, and the Trade of the Town
unhappily declining, why fhould fuch of your Friends, as may
need Afliftance, be fpirited up to a Conduft, which may deprive

F them of it."

You anfwered, that you had been appointed to ferve a burthen-

fome Office this Year, and that you would refent the Appointment,
and whenever one of the Name of our prefent Reprefentatives

offered himfelf a Candidate, you would oppofe him. I then
afked what End would be anfwered by fuch an Oppofition, fince

you did not wilh to fucceed ? You anfwered, that you fhould

have the Satisfaction of obliging him to fpend Money.

I told you, that I thought this a poor Bufinefs, and afked, if you
expedted your Friends to follow you in fuch a Scheme? You
replied, No, that you did not expedt it from me, nQr many others,

*nd that you was obliged by what we had done ; but that there

would be always a fufficient Number to join y#u, for the Purpofe
pf reducing them to the Nccejfity of/pending Money.

It appears from this Narrative, the greateft part of which you
know to be true, and the reft I folemnly affirm to be true, that

you,Sir,are, by your own repeated Confcfiion, under great Obliga-

tions to Me, and that you first violated the Friendfhip between,

us. It appears, that I did all I could in your Service, whilft I

thought it poffible to ferve you -, that I was willing to furrender

into your Hands the Intereft I have ; and that, after I had feen

the great Improbability of your ever fucceeding, and therefore grew

weary of the Work, I was ready to concur in a Meafure, which
might
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might render yotSr Succefs Infallible, but which was renderec

abortive, by your Oppofition to it.

It appears, that my Zeal for thefe fruitlefs Attempts was natii

rally abated, before I had the leaft Intercourfe with any of th<

Gentlemen, againft whom I afted, and before I had the leaft Suf
picion of your not wifhing to fucceed. If indeed I had known this,

I fhould have withdrawn from you much earlier, and fhould have

difcerned the true Reafon, why you ©ppofed a Meafure, whicl

would have infured your Succefs, and in which you concurred ir

another Place.

Why then all this induftrious Abufe of me for the Part
\

have adted ? If I had left you, without a Provocation, you woulc

have no Right to complain ; for as I can challenge you to name
the Obligation I have to you, I think you had no Right to the

further Confumption of my Time, my Health and my Money.

But as I did not leave you without Relu<5tance ; as the very

A£l> which you treated as an Aft of Hoftility, had a Tendency to

ferve your Intereft •, as I have been undermined, infulted, flan-

dered, and, I am forry to ufe the Word, Betrayed, explain to me.,

upon what Pretenfions you have any further Claim to my Aflift-

ance ? And as you have no Dejire to fucceed in the Point, which
I have, for feveral Years pad, laboured to accomplifh for you ; I

beg to know, what Detriment is done to you, if I divert my La-
bour from your Affairs to my own ?

But I am charged with having deferted my Party, and the

Charge, having more Sound than Meaning, is very apt to come
from the Mouths of ignorant unthinking Men.

Of what Party, Sir, were you and I, when I zealoufly promoted
your Intereft ? I call upon you to prove, that I ever profefled any
Principles, inconliftent with my Duty and Allegiance to the pre-

fent Government. And I will do you the Juftice to fay, that I

never
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lever heard you profefs any other. This being admitted, I do

lot underftand, upon what part of my Conduit you will fix my
Political Inconfiftency ? You will not deny, that the Intereft of

he prefent Government may be promoted, at leaft as effectually,

>y fupporting the Intereft of our prefent Reprefentatives, as it caij

>e promoted by fupporting your Intereft.

But I am charged further, with afting Inconfiftently with the

tegard I profefs to the Good of this Town. The Good of this

"own I apprehend- to confift in the Peace and Profperity of it*

The Peace of it has be£n interrupted, for five or fix Years part,

y Election Contefts, which I aflifted in carrying on, with a View
o your Succefs. The Profperity of the Town depends upon the

nduftry and Sobriety of the Inhabitants, and, in Cafe that fliould

lil of Succefs, as it has done for fbme Time paft, upon their Con-
e£lion with fuch powerful Men, as can adminifter Help to the unf-

ortunate, and forward the neceffary Applications to Government
rom the Incorporated and the Mercantile Part.

Will you maintain, Sir, that your Contefts have a natural Ten-
ancy to promote the Peace of the Town ? As they will proba-

ly always be fruitlefs, and as it is agreeable to your Intereft and
rifhes they fhould be fo, I proteft, I do not fee, with what Confift-

jncy a Friend to the Peace of this Town can, after knowing the

\ate of your Intereft, aad the Vruth of your Wifhes* lend his Hand
fupport fuch Schemes.

And is our publick Profperity', in any Refpe£t, promoted by
lefc Contefts? I leave you to anfwer the Queftion, who have
ten a Witnefsjatheldlenefs, Riot, and Debauchery of contefted

Lledtions, and to tjie Misfortunes, which they have contributed to

Voduce among us;
*e>

In fhort, I am perfwaded from my own Experience, that your
|retenfions never could fucceed with my Affiftance ; I am aflured

yourfelf, that you never wtjhed them to fucceed : I have done
all
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all I could to promote your Views ; 1 have been (revoked by fuch

Treatment, as I cannot bear, to withdraw from your Caule j and

if at any Time hereafter you fhould perfevere in your profefled

Intention, to diftrefs other Men, merely for the Sake of diftrejfing

them j you will excufe me, if Ioppofe the little Intereft I have to

the Progrefs of fuch Mifchief, becaufe I think it unmanly, unwor-

thy of your good Senfe, Politenefs and good Nature ; unworthy of

the Concurrence of any ingenuous Man ; and becaufe I think it

cruel to difturb and confound the Town, for no other Purpofe,

than to amufe the private Refentment, or gratify the unreafonabk

Views of one of its Inhabitants* I am,

SIR,

Tour very bumble Servant,
YARMOUTH,
#w. 28, 1759. JOHN RAMEY
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