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The Stock Market Crash - How Canada Became Poor Overnight

COURSE: Canadian History Since World War I, Grade 10, Applied (CHC 2P)
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION:
C1.3 - Describe some key economic trends and developments in Canada during this period (e.g.,
individuals and corporations buying on margin, the stock market crash of 1929, job losses and high
unemployment, the creation of public work camps and government relief), and explain how they
affected the lives of people in Canada
PRIMARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT EXPLORED: Historical Significance
SECONDARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS EXPLORED:
Cause & Consequence, Historical Perspective
LESSON # 1
TITLE OF STORY: How Canada Became Poor Overnight
OVERVIEW: In this lesson students will learn about the onset of the Great Depression through a narrative of
two Canadians, Betty and Mark, that will continue through the unit as an example of how these events affected
life in the 1930s. Students will discuss the economic cycle and as a class, explore a stock market simulation in
which students buy and sell stocks to explore the historical significance of the stock market crash in 1929, as
well as examine newspaper political cartoons to explore the feelings of people before, during, and after 1929.
MATERIALS:
1. Primary Source Documents
a. PSD 1.1 – New York Herald Tribune Article
b. PSD 1.2 – It’s Fine as Long as You’re Going Up
c. PSD 1.3 –Down but Not Out
d. PSD 1.4 – This Way Out
2. Blackline Masters
a. BLM 1.1 – Historical Significance Criteria
3. Instructions and Materials
a. IM 1.1 – Stock Prospectus Instructions
b. IM 1.2 – Stock Prospectus Student Chart
c. IM 1.3 – Stock Prospectus Money Sheet (to be photocopied, and cut up)
d. IM 1.4 – Stock Prospectus Stock Sheet (to be photocopied, and cut up)
e. IM 1.5 – Exit Card Printout
4. PowerPoint Presentations
a. PP 1.1 – Meet Betty and Mark
b. PP 1.2 – The Stock Market
c. PP 1.3 – Stock Prospectus
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Lesson Outline
Time
(Minutes)

Segment

Description

Resources
Needed

10

Step 1: Warm Up
CREATING A NARRATIVE

Betty & Mark
Betty and Mark are two characters that
will bookend each lesson in order to
connect the items discussed to the
experiences of the people living in
Canada at the time. Students will learn
more about Betty and Mark and their
experiences at the beginning of each
lesson and make predictions for their
stories at the end of each lesson.
Betty and Mark’s stories present two
opposite lives of the 1930’s. One of
wealth and one of poverty. PP1.1 includes
basic information of both characters as
well as pictures of their homes. Look to
notes in PP1.1 for more details of each
slide.
Project the PSD 1.1 and read it aloud to
the class – Explain that everybody
thought the roaring 20’s would keep on
going into the 1930s. Look to notes in PP
1.1 for more in depth notes and how to
connect this to Betty and Mark.
Have students look at PSD 1.2 – Have a
class Discussion about what the cartoon is
saying about the stock market. Look to
notes in PP 1.1 for detailed analysis of the
cartoon and what points you will want to
get out of the cartoon.

PP 1.1
PSD 1.1
PSD 1.2
(INCLUDED IN
PP1.1 AS PART
OF
NARRATIVE)

10

Step 2: Discussion
DELIVERY OF NEW IDEAS

PowerPoint Presentation on Stock
Market
Students will discuss and learn what a
‘Stock’ is and what the ‘Stock Market’ is.
They will then be briefed on the
instructions for the game. Each student
will be loaned $400 from the bank, and
will have a chance to invest in each of the
companies that they will learn about
through this presentation. Each company
comes with a bio and prospects from
professionals. For more detailed
instructions see IM 1.1

PP 1.2
IM 1.1

30

Step 3: Guided Practice
EXPERIENCING HISTORY

Playing the Stock Market
Give students the handout with the stock
market chart on it (IM1.2) Students will
buy and sell stocks in the stock market

PP 1.3
IM 1.2
IM 1.3
IM 1.4

4

(IM 1.3-4), as prices rise and fall. For
every buy and sell session have students
record the prices of their stocks.
Ultimately this will lead to Black
Tuesday, when stock prices will plummet
and they will lose all their savings and
investments. Students should be left with
little to no money.
Show PSD 1.3 – Have students analyze
and ask what the cartoon is
showing/trying to say.
Follow the instructions from IM 1.1 for
full details

PSD 1.3
(INCLUDED IN
PP 1.3 AS PART
OF
NARRATIVE)

15

Step 4: Independent Activity
CONSOLIDATION

Historical Significance
Hand out the worksheet and have the
students complete it, individually or in
partners using what they learned from the
activity and their prior knowledge.
Students will be able to use their devices,
or classroom devices to help research the
questions if needed.

BLM 1.1

20

Step 5:
Sharing/Discussing/Teaching
DEBRIEF AND DISCUSS

Predictions for Betty and Mark in 1930
Facilitate a classroom discussion about
what they have learned from playing the
stock market. Is it risky to invest of the
money isn’t theirs? Why do people
invest? How much did they gain at the
highest point? How much did they lose?
Project PSD 1.4 – Have students analyze
what the cartoon is trying to say about
heading into the 1930s. See notes with
PSD 1.4 for detailed points of what you
should get out of analysis.
Get students to think about what they
know about Betty and Mark from the
beginning of the class. Ask them what
may happen to them now that the stock
market has crashed.

PSD 1.4

5

Step 6: Assessment
GUIDING INFORMATION
FOR NEXT CLASS

Exit Card
Project PSD 1.5 – Have students read the
headline and answer the question on IM
1.6: How much do you think the stock
market crash of the United States will
affect the lives of Canadians?

PSD 1.5
IM 1.5

5
1. Primary Source Documents
PSD 1.1 – New York Herald Tribune Article i

Brokers Believe Worst Is Over and Recommend
Buying of Real Bargains
Wall Street in looking over the wreckage of the week, has
come generally to the opinion that high grade investment
issues can be bought now, without fear of a drastic
decline. There is some difference of opinion as to whether
not the correction must go further, but everyone realizes
that the worst is over, and that there are bargains for those
who are willing to buy conservatively and live through
the immediate irregularity.
— New York Herald Tribune, October 27, 1929

6
PSD 1.2 – It’s Fine as Long as You’re Going Upii

Des Moines Register, Iowa, March 29, 1928 Cartoonist: Jay N. “Ding” Darling

7
PSD 1.3 – Down but Not Outiii

Atlanta Constitution, Oct. 31, 1929 Cartoonist: Brown

8
PSD 1.4 – This Way Outiv

Los Angeles Times, December 31, 1929 Cartoonist: Edmund Gale

An old and unwelcomed ‘1929’ leaves the world, allowing a cocky, confident, and rich looking
1930 to take over in hope of a prosperous and successful new year.

9
PSD 1.5 – The Halifax Chroniclev
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2. Black Line Masters
NAME: ________________________________________

DATE: ___________________

BLM 1.1 HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA
Event

The Stock Market Crash of 1929
Criteria

Did the Stock Market Crash create change?
Was the change long-lasting?
Was it the first time an event such as this
occurred?
Did it impact many people?
Did the effect mean different things to
different people?
Is the Stock Market Crash relevant to us
today?
Does the Stock Market Crash reveal
something to us today?
Does the Stock Market Crash reveal
something about the past that is different
from the present?

Yes
or No

In what ways does this event, person,
topic, or development meet this
criterion?
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3. Instructions and Materials
IM 1.1 – Stock Prospectus Instructionsvi

1. Provide students with $400 from the money sheet provided.
2. Ensure the students are clear that this is a loan
3. Go through The Stock Exchange PowerPoint and inform students of the basic
information of a Stock Market
4. Project an overhead of the student chart on a well seen screen
5. Project the Stock Prospectus PowerPoint on another screen
6. Every stock begins at the price of $10
7. Allow students 5 minutes per round to buy or sell their stocks
8. Every round increase or decrease stock prices
9. When significant news happens, decrease stocks (or increase a few)
10. By the end of the simulation student’s stocks should be worth little to nothing, and be
unable to pay their loans back when asked

12
IM 1.2 – Stock Prospectus Student Chartvii

STOCK PROSPECTUS
Congratulations! you have been approved by the Armstrong Bank of Canada
for a loan of $400. Since we understand that you plan to invest this money,
we have included a list of recommended investment companies. We trust that
you will use this money well and profit from these abundant times! Please
note: this loan can be recalled at any time at the discretion of the lending
officer…
Record the price of your stocks in the chart below:
Round
1

Round
2

Round
3

Round
4

Round
5

Round
6

Round
7

Round
8

Kroger
Foods
Radio
Corporation
Mammoth
Oil
National
Bank
Durant
Motors
Midland
Utilities
Kansas
Pacific
Railroad
Tel-Tone

1. your teacher, acting as the banker and stockbroker, will let you know if your stock has
increased or decreased in value.
2. Track the value of your stocks after each change in value.
3. if your stock increases in value, you may use the money to buy more stocks.
4. Continue until your teacher announces that the stock market has closed.
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IM 1.3 – Stock Prospectus Money Sheetviii

14

IM 1.4 – Stock Prospectus Stock Sheet

KROGER FOODS
1 Stock

National Bank of Gotham
City
1 Stock

Radio Corporation

Mammoth Oil

1 Stock

1 Stock

Midland Motors
Durant Motors
1 Stock

Kansas Pacific Railway
Tel-Tone
1 Stock

1 Stock

1 Stock
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IM 1.5 – Exit Card

How much do you think the stock market crash of the United States will affect the
lives of Canadians?

How much do you think the stock market crash of the United States will affect the
lives of Canadians?

How much do you think the stock market crash of the United States will affect the
lives of Canadians?

How much do you think the stock market crash of the United States will affect the
lives of Canadians?

How much do you think the stock market crash of the United States will affect the
lives of Canadians?
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3. PowerPoint Presentations
PP 1.1 – Meet Betty and Mark
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1s_FKOKjLYTZpA4JR1N6_xWZRAfGTp_kCKlorFirkrGg/edit
?usp=sharing
PP 1.2 – The Stock Market

https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hpedsb.on.ca/presentation/d/1oOZF639_P4wLj0rfnV_rQ6Gpr8R
J-E8Y_r9JYVuieVE/edit?usp=sharing
PP 1.3 – Stock Prospectus
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1w6R47ercrg4ztNLd4AjGolG1V7MleeKOxhj1AA54nQ/edit?usp=sharing
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What Happened?
COURSE: Canadian History Since World War I, Grade 10, Applied (CHC 2P)
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION:
C1.1 – identify some key social developments in Canada during this period (e.g., increasing levels of
poverty, the dislocation of farm families on the Prairies, the increasing influence of American culture),
and explain their main causes as well as their impact on the lives of people in Canada.
PRIMARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT EXPLORED: Cause & Consequence
SECONDARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS EXPLORED:
Historical Perspectives, Continuity and Change
LESSON # 2
TITLE OF STORY: The Aftermath
OVERVIEW: This lesson is about the causes and consequences of the stock market crash through student
research and exploration in small groups. This lesson builds on the ideas explored in lesson 1 about the
historical significance of the stock market crash and connects based on the narrative we are building with the
characters, Betty and Mark. Students will work in partners and in groups to research, based on one-word
prompts, the major causes and consequences of the Great Depression. Students will integrate primary sources
in their thinking about their cause/consequence and connect the source to their findings. Students will have the
chance to participate in a Gallery Walk when they can look at the findings of the other groups and add to their
insights, prior knowledge, and connections to the topic they researched. A group discussion will help
consolidate this lesson and connect the causes/consequences.
APPENDICES:
1. Blackline Masters
a) BLM 2.1: Anticipation Guide
b) BLM 2.2: Cause and Consequence Graphic Organizer
2.
Primary Source Documents
a) PSD 2.1: Overproduction
b) PSD 2.2: Dependence on the United States
c) PSD 2.3: Buying on Credit

18

Time

Segment

Description

Resources

10

Step 1: Warm Up
CREATING A
NARRATIVE

Betty & Mark: Anticipation Guide
Students will be provided with the Anticipation
Guide (BLM 2.1) and asked to make historical and
educated guesses about what will happen next to
Betty and Mark based on what we learned last class
and based on their exit card predictions. We will
take up the anticipation guide as a class and
continue the narrative by discussing each question
and why the students think each statement was true
or false. Facilitate a discussion about why each
statement is important; what caused this to be true?
What are the consequences of that event/statement?
Students will have the opportunity to discuss why
they answered each question the way they did and
exchange opinions of what they think might happen
to Betty and Mark based on their knowledge of the
Great Depression and the crash of the Stock Market.

BLM 2.1

20

Step 2: Discussion
DELIVERY OF NEW
IDEAS

Brainstorming Cause & Consequence
Students in partners will be given a 1-word prompt
for a cause of the stock market crash using the
following prompts on chart paper: Overproduction,
Dependence, Credit.
Students will have no prior knowledge of these
words in relation to the Great Depression. They will
have a moment to write down 3-5 words that relate
to the word they were assigned.
Every group will share the words they came up
with, and their peers came up with, and we will
write them all on a piece of chart paper at the front
of the room titled ‘First Impressions’. Students will
then use their devices or classroom devices to
research the term they were assigned and determine
what the cause is exactly in relation to the Great
Depression, and what consequences it wrought.

Scrap Paper
Chart Paper

25

Step 3: Guided
Practice
EXPERIENCING
HISTORY

Chart Paper
Students will then be grouped based on which cause
they were assigned and will be given a piece of
chart paper. Each group will be given 1 colour of
marker to write on their paper. They will discuss
what each group found in their research, and
explore similarities and differences in their findings.
The group will collaboratively decide what will go
on their chart and how it will be organized, ensuring
they have a section to talk about cause and one to
talk about consequences.
About half way through the allotted time for group
work, hand each group their corresponding Primary
Source document. Have each group look at the

Chart Paper and 3
Colours of Markers
PSD 2.1
PSD 2.2
PSD 2.3

19

source they were given and write down how their
cause/consequences are related to the source they
were given.
10

Step 4: Independent
Activity
CONSOLIDATION

Gallery Walk
Each of the charts will be put on a table or wall in
the classroom and the students will have time to
walk around the room and add to the other groups
charts based on their own prior knowledge or
connections between their cause and another. Each
group will use the coloured marker from their own
poster to make connections on other groups’ charts
to track where the connections and information
came from.

20

Step 5:
Sharing/Discussing/
Teaching
DEBREIF AND
DISCUSS

Discuss/Take Up Findings
As a class we will go through each group’s findings
and complete the BLM for the three causes of the
stock market crash and the consequences that came
as a result of each cause. We will discuss the
connections that the group members wrote on each
other’s’ paper and how each cause and consequence
connect to each other to create a well-rounded
understanding of the causes and consequences of
the Great Depression. We will also discuss each
primary source and the significance of the
images/information as it relates to each cause and
consequence.

BLM 2.2

3

Assessment

$1 Summary
On a scrap piece of paper, summarize 1
cause/consequence of the stock market crash (not
the cause/consequence your group researched). You
have a budget of $1 and each word costs $0.10

Scrap Paper

20
1. Black Line Masters
NAME: ________________________________________

DATE: ___________________

BLM 2.1 Betty and Mark: Anticipation Guide
Event

Aftermath of the Stock Market Crash

Event
Mark will lose everything on the
stock market.

Betty’s husband will have to
close the factory.

Betty will have to get a job.

Mark will lose his job.

Mark will lose his house.

Betty’s husband will have
trouble selling his product from
the factory.

Betty will keep her wealth.

Mark will leave his family in
search of work.

Yes or No

Why do you think this will or will not happen?
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NAME: ________________________________________

DATE: ___________________

BLM 2.2 - Cause and Consequence
CAUSE

CAUSE

CAUSE

EVENT

CONSEQUENCE

CONSEQUENCE

CONSEQUENCE

22
2. Primary Source Documents
NAME: ________________________________________

DATE: ___________________

PSD 2.1 Overproduction

ix

x

23
NAME: ________________________________________

DATE: ___________________

PSD 2.2 Dependence on the United States

xi

xii

24
NAME: ________________________________________

DATE: ___________________

PSD 2.3 Buying on Credit

xiii

xiv
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Attempting to Live: Life in 1930s Canada

COURSE: CHC 2P
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION:
C1.3 - Describe some key economic trends and developments in Canada during this period (e.g.,
individuals and corporations buying on margin, the stock market crash of 1929, job losses and high
unemployment, the creation of public work camps and government relief), and explain how they
affected the lives of people in Canada
PRIMARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT EXPLORED: Historical Perspectives
SECONDARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS EXPLORED:
Cause & Consequence, Continuity and Change
LESSON # 3
TITLE OF STORY: Attempting to Live in the 1930s
OVERVIEW: Students will focus on the perspective of Canadians living through the thirties. Returning to
Betty and Mark, students will see the differences, and the similarities, between the rich and poor classes of
Canada. Through letters written by Canadians to the Prime Minister or Premier of Ontario (at varying reading
levels) students will discover and inquire about living conditions of the thirties. By bringing history to life,
students will go outside and learn to communicate as hobos or men who were ‘riding the rails’ would by using
the hobo communication symbols in areas around the school.
APPENDICES

1. Primary Source Documents
a. 3.1 – Reading Level 1
b. 3.2 – Reading Level 2
c. 3.3 – Reading Level 3
d. 3.4 – Reading Level 4
2. Instructions and Materials
a. 3.1 – Hobo Symbols Handout
b. 3.2 – Hobo Symbols Answer Key
3. PowerPoint Presentation
a. 3.1 – Worker’s quote & conditions
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Time

Segment

Description

Resources

10

Step 1: Warm Up
CREATING A NARRATIVE

Perspective
Think-Pair-Share about the PowerPoint
slide with the quotation about wages
from the factory worker:
What can we learn about workers and
employers in the 1930s based on this
quotation?
Think about the worker’s perspective What is the position of the worker?
Does he have any control over his
situation? Why or why not?
Think about the employer: what is the
position of the employer? Does he have
any control over his situation? Why or
why not?

PP 3.1

15

Step 2
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY

Letters from the 30s
During the 1930s it was not uncommon
for Canadians to write letters asking for
help from the Prime Minister or the
Premier to better their situation.
Thousands of letters streamed in to the
PMO. Collected here, and adapted for
reading level, are four letters from the
1930s (PSD 3.1-4)
Divide students into four groups and
give them each a piece of chart paper
with these three questions written on
them:
Who wrote the letter?
Who did they write the letter to?
List two things the letters revealed
about living in the 30s
Have students read their letters and
answer the questions on the chart paper.

PSD 3.1
PSD 3.2
PSD 3.3
PSD 3.4

20

Step 3
ACTIVITY CONSOLIDATION

Discussion
Once each group is done, have them
present their letter and their findings to
the class. Take time with each letter to
discuss the different living standards
discussed within each. Touch on the
fact that in one letter they must sell
their phones to live, or that they are
only wearing ‘gunny sacks’ for clothes.
Get students to inquire and discover
what a gunny sack is, etc.

Chart
Paper
Markers

27

20

Step 4
EXPERIENCING HISTORY

Hobo Day
Take students outside and provide them
each with a blank handout (IM3.1) and
a piece of sidewalk chalk. Beginning at
the doors outside your classroom, and
leading outside around the school (or
the community), chalk the hobo
symbols that men who were ‘riding the
rails’ or the homeless would use to
communicate. Have students chalk the
symbols themselves as well as fill in
their sheets with the symbols they are
chalking. Answer key to symbols is
found in IM 3.2 – Inquire with students
what each symbol represents, and how
the symbols show what they are trying
to say.

10

Step 5
ASSESSMENT

Consolidation
When back in the classroom discuss
with students why so many men were
homeless and what it means to ‘ride the
rails’.
Have students fill out an exit card
answering the question:
Why was communicating with the hobo
symbols important to the homeless of
the 1930s?

IM 3.1
IM 3.2

28
1. Primary Source Documents
PSD 3.1 – Reading Level 1xv

29
PSD 3.2 – Reading Level 2xvi

30
PSD 3.3 – Reading Level 3xvii

31
PSD 3.4 – Reading Level 4xviii

32
Instructions & Materials
IM 3.1 – Hobo Symbols Handoutxix

Good road to follow
No use going in this direction
Hit the road quick!
This way
Authorities on alert: Be careful!
Officer of the law lives here
Not a safe place
Police frown upon hobos here
Good place to catch a train
This community is indifferent to hobos
Barking Dog
Religious talk will get you a free meal
You can sleep in a hay loft here
Free telephone
If sick, house will care

33

Good food, but must work for it
Dangerous drinking water
A beating awaits you here
A gentleman lives here
Road is spoiled by other hobos here

Nothing to be gained here
Camp here
Man with gun lives here
Work available here
Keep quiet, day sleepers here
Tell a pitiful story
Dishonest Man
No one home
Someone home
This is the place

34

IM 3.2 – Hobo Symbols Answer Keyxx

35

3. PowerPoint Presentation
3.1 – Worker quote and conditions
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uNSfbUOFLE2MHqLFNxs0Uk9iB7pvTAqd41aE4OpakxQ/edit?usp
=sharing
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Everything That Goes Up Will Come Down: Dust Bowls in the USA and Canada
COURSE: CHC 2P
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION:

“identify some major developments in science and/or technology during this period, and assess
their impact on the lives of Canadians”
PRIMARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT EXPLORED: Continuity & Change
SECONDARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS EXPLORED:
Historical Significance, Historical Perspectives
LESSON # 4
TITLE OF STORY: “Everything that goes up will come down” xxi
OVERVIEW:
Students will develop their understanding of Continuity and Change by framing this historical concept with the
impact of Dust Bowls. Through the exploration of PBS’ collection of videos, we will discover the impact of
technological advances of the environment and the lives of farmers in the Prairie environment. We will reflect
on prior knowledge (from past lessons, from past classes) about the act of dust bowls and how it might affect
the people of the Prairies. We will use small group, individual, and partnered activities and a lot of classroom
discussion to activate student curiosity and utilize empathy and historical perspectives to put the students in the
shoes of the people from the videos to imagine the impact of the ecological developments of the 1930s and
search for connections between the stock market crash and the impact of Dust Bowls. We will finally, through
an exit card, reflect on the implications of the resources of this lesson being American made. While the
information pertains largely to American geographical areas, students will hypothesize and think about why
these resources were chosen for a class in Canadian history.
APPENDICES:
1. Blackline Masters:
a. 4.1 - Dust Bowls KWL Chart
b. 4.2 - Continuity and Change Flow Chart
2. Video Links
a. 4.1 Intro
b. 4.2 Recollection
c. 4.3 Boom Time
d. 4.4 Modern Machinery
e. 4.5 Environmental Catastrophe

Lesson adapted from:
"A Man-Made Ecological Disaster of Biblical Proportions": Examining the Dust Bowl and Other Environmental
Events. PBS.org. Retrieved from http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/dustbowl/educators/lesson-plans/#disaster.
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Time

Segment

Description

Resources

10

Step 1: Warm Up
CREATING A
NARRATIVE

‘Introduction’
As a class we will watch PBS’ “The Dust Bowls: Introduction”
exploring a few firsthand perspectives of farmers who lived
through the dust bowl era. Students will get an introduction to
what a dust bowl looks like and will reflect on the implications
of what the dust bowl might mean for farmers and people
living through the Great Depression. Students will complete
the KWL chart about their prior knowledge and what they
learned from the video clip.

BLM 4.1

Step 2:
Guided Practice
EXPERIENCING
HISTORY

‘Recollections’
Students will watch the video about the Recollections of No
Man’s Land, giving them an idea about the people of the
Prairies and the reason why they settled there and why they
loved this place. After watching this clip, students will be
divided into 3 groups. Each group will be given a piece of
chart paper and markers and will be assigned one of three
questions:
“Why do you think Caroline Henderson wanted to start her
future in this environment?”
“Would you want to live your life in this environment?”
“How did different forms of human activity between 1500 and
1900 change the Great Plains?”
Once each group has completed their answers, we will go
through each piece of chart paper as a class and discuss the
group’s answers and the opinions of other students in the class.

Chart
paper,
markers

2530

VL 4.1

VL 4.2

10

Guided Practice
EXPERIENCING
HISTORY

‘Boom Time’
As a class we will have a discussion about the video clip,
particularly the claims of the land promoters. We will discuss
the use of the phrase “Rain follows the plow” and what people
might have thought when they heard that. We will also use
prior knowledge about the Great Depression and think about
how the ‘boom time’ relates to the stock market and the similar
impacts of the boom before the crash.

VL 4.3

1520

Guided Practice
EXPERIENCING
HISTORY

‘Modern Machinery’
As a class, we will fill out a chart on the board reflecting on
the video clip about farm technology. Students will be given
three sticky notes and will have to answer 1 question for each
sticky note. (3 different colours, if possible)
“Explain the environmental impact that modern plows had on
the southern Plains”
“How did the ability to plow vast tracts of land change the
economic value of the land?”
“Why do you think that warnings were not taken seriously?”
Students will write their answers on the sticky notes and put
them on the board when they are finished under the appropriate
column. We will have a quick classroom discussion on some

Sticky
Notes
VL 4.4

38

of the ideas written on the sticky notes and reflect on the
students’ answers to these questions.
20

5

Guided Practice
EXPERIENCING
HISTORY

‘Environmental Catastrophe’
Students will complete a Continuity and Change flowchart in
partners. They must write at least three things in each section.
Students will then join with one more group to compare and
contrast their answers and write down any more ideas they
gained from the other group.

BLM 4.2

Step 3: Independent
Activity
CONSOLIDATION

USA vs Canada Exit Card:
The videos we watched in class today were created by PBS, an
American organization. However, we are studying Canadian
history. The issues and ideas we discovered in class today
impacted Canadian farmers the same way because of the close
connection Canada has to the United States (remember one of
the major causes of the Depression). Also consider that
environmental impacts do not follow political borders. Why do
you think Canadian farmers were affected the same way as
American farmers?

Scrap
paper

VL 4.5
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1. BLACK LINE MASTERS
NAME: ________________________________________

DATE: ___________________

BLM 4.1 Dust Bowls Introduction
Event
What I KNOW about the
Dust Bowl
Who?

What?

Where?

When?

Why?

How?

The Impact of Dust Bowls
What I WANT to know about the
Dust Bowl

What I LEARNED about the
Dust Bowl
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NAME: ________________________________________

BLM 4.2 Continuity and Change
Before

Change

After

DATE: ___________________
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2. Video Links
VL 4.1 - Intro

http://player.pbs.org/widget/partnerplayer/2284398428/?w=400&h=225&chapterbar=false&autoplay=tru
e
VL 4.2 - Recollection
http://player.pbs.org/widget/partnerplayer/2284201971/?w=400&h=225&chapterbar=false&autoplay=true
VL 4.3 - Boom Time
http://player.pbs.org/widget/partnerplayer/2284398830/?w=400&h=225&chapterbar=false&autoplay=true
VL 4.4 - Modern Machinery
http://player.pbs.org/widget/partnerplayer/2284399161/?w=400&h=225&chapterbar=false&autoplay=true
VL 4.5 - Environmental Catastrophe
http://player.pbs.org/widget/partnerplayer/2284399360/?w=400&h=225&chapterbar=false&autoplay=true
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