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Course: World History to the End of the 15th Century, Grade 11 University/College
Specific Expectation: B3.3 analyse some ways in which early societies responded to external
influences (e.g., construction of defensive walls or fortified towns, opening of trade posts,
adoption or adaptation of new ideas and technologies) and how some of these responses
contributed to the development of civilizations Sample questions: “When you analyse emerging
civilizations, did they tend to be insular or outward looking?” “What are some ways in which the
early Roman Empire adopted elements of the cultures it conquered? How did this contribute to
the success of and expansion of the empire?” “What impact did the creation of a class of
Chinese-speaking mandarins have on ancient Vietnam?”
Primary Historical Thinking Concept Explored: Cause and Consequence
Lesson #: 1 of 4.
Title of Story: The Greco-Persian Wars
Overview: This lesson will cover the Greco-Persian Wars, beginning from the Battle of
Marathon and leading up to the conclusion of the Persian invasion under Emperor Xerxes I so
that students may see the different causes of these conflicts, their consequences, and how these
consequences became causes for further conflicts.
Appendices:
1. Primary Sources (PSD 1.1)
2. Black Line Masters (BLM 1.1)

Organization of Lesson:
Warm-Up (5 minutes): Watch a clip from the film 300. Give a proper warning concerning the
violent and gory images along with the opportunity for any students uncomfortable with such
things to step out for a moment. While there are many historical inaccuracies in this film,
showing a dramatized battle will spark interest amongst the class, bring forth the continued
relevance of the history today, and activate prior knowledge students may have concerning the
subject matter of the day’s lesson.
Discussion (10 minutes): Following the video clip, begin a class discussion. Have students recall
what they know about both the Greeks and the Persians of this time, as was covered in previous
lessons. Have them compare this knowledge to the clip. Ask about any other prior knowledge
students may have concerning the Greco-Persian wars to gauge what seems to be the content of
greatest interest.
Modelling (20 minutes): Present the events of the Battle of Marathon, including the causes
leading up to the event and the consequences this event had upon the Greek and Persian peoples,
with specific emphasis on how this battle came to affect Xerxes I. The way this material is
presented will serve to demonstrate how you would like your students to present their findings,
as well as help them understand what type of historical material for which they should be
looking.
Guided Practice (35 minutes): In groups (sizes dependent upon how many battles you wish to
cover as well as class-size), have students conduct research concerning various battles between
the Greeks and Persians during the invasion of Xerxes I. Each group will be assigned one battle
of significance and one group will be assigned the aftermath of the war. Each group should look
at how and why the battle took place and the impact it had upon the overall war. The group
covering the aftermath will look out how the results of the war came to be and the impact this
had upon both the Greek and Persian societies.
Sharing/Discussing/Teaching (20 minutes): Have students present their findings to the class in
chronological order of the battle they were assigned. Encourage discussion from all groups
concerning similarities, differences, and connections between each battle and take this time to fill
in any major gaps concerning the content of student presentation (if such gaps exist). Also take
this time to reinforce how various causes, in turn, become consequences or –even better- lead
students into making this conclusion if possible.
Assessment for learning: Compare prior knowledge students had in the opening discussion to
their findings and thinking at the end of the lesson, to assess how well they have engaged with
the historical content and concepts (particularly causes and consequences).
Assessment as learning: Through group work and the concluding sharing/discussion, students
will be able to assess and provide informal feedback concerning their historical thinking to
themselves and their peers.

Course: World History to the End of the 15th Century, Grade 11 University/College
Specific Expectation: B3.1 explain how various factors contributed to the ability of certain early
societies to dominate others (e.g., with reference to effective organizational/administrative
structures, cultural or religious influence, superiority in agricultural or artisanal/manufacturing
output, trade dominance, size of armies or skill of military commanders, superior transportation
or military technology) Sample questions: “How important was military might to the expansion
and dominance of early societies/civilizations?” “How did the administrative systems of the
Umayyad caliphate help it expand and consolidate its empire?” “What role did canal building
play in the dominance of the Chimú Empire?”
Primary Historical Thinking Concept Explored: Continuity and Change
Lesson #: 2 of 4.
Title of Story: Rome, Carthage, and the Punic Wars
Overview: This lesson will build upon students prior knowledge of Rome –as discussed in
previous classes- introduce the society of Carthage and its standing within the Mediterranean,
and analyse the aspects of each society which changed as opposed to staying the same through
the lens of the Punic Wars.
Appendices:
1. Primary Sources (PSD 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5)
2. Black Line Masters (BLM 2.1)

Organization of Lesson:
Warm-Up (10 minutes): Give students a map of the Mediterranean and picture themselves as the
leaders of Rome. Inform them that, at this time, Rome has secured the boarders of Italy –as this
is where the class finished in the previous lesson- and now seeks to expand its boarders and
influence. You have powerful veteran ground forces, but no strong naval presence. How will you
proceed to develop the glory of Rome?
Discussion (20 minutes): When students have come up with their ideas, ask them to recall what
they know about the areas surrounding the Roman boarders; this includes what they recall from
previous class discussions, and what –if anything- they know about this subject from outside of
class. Then have student volunteers share their plans with the rest of the class and ask others to
point out the potential benefits and drawbacks of the various approaches for expansion. Then ask
students what they know about Carthage, elaborating on earlier discussion of areas surrounding
Roman boarders if possible. If the class is having difficulty, ask if they have ever heard about
Hannibal, the crossing of the Alps, and/or Roman forces fighting against elephant and have them
elaborate on these points. Then, if it has not yet been mentioned in class discussion, elaborate on
the Carthaginian civilization and its presence in the Mediterranean.
Modelling (15 minutes): Read Herodotus’ The Carthaginian Attack on Sicily as a demonstration
of Sicily’s significance to Carthage. Then discuss how Rome seized control of the island in the
First Punic War and how this would have changed the perception of both civilizations in the eyes
of themselves and other groups within the Mediterranean.
Independent Activity (10 minutes): Distribute excerpts from four primary sources encompassing
the Second and Third Punic Wars, and have students take notes that summarize their own excerpt
as well as indicate what, in this passage, may be important.
Guided Practice (20 minutes): In four groups (one for each primary source) students will discuss
the primary source as a whole, including the events and individuals described within, how these
may have changed Roman and Carthaginian societies, and how the perceptions of each society
may have changed.
Sharing/Discussing/Teaching (15 minutes): Each group will have a spokesperson or
spokespeople discuss their findings and ideas from each primary source. Moving chronologically
through the primary sources, students will be encouraged to discuss the changes and similarities
within Roman and Carthaginian societies further as a class than they got to as a group.
Assessment for learning: Both through the assistance in guided practice and in the final class
discussions, students will be informally assessed on their understandings of the societies of
Rome and Carthage in addition to how the Punic wars changed them.
Assessment as learning: Most specifically through group work in discussions of the primary
sources, students will be able to assess themselves and their peers as to how far they were able to
develop their historical thinking on their own and with others.

Course: World History to the End of the 15th Century, Grade 11 University/College
Specific Expectation: B3.3 analyse some ways in which early societies responded to external
influences (e.g., construction of defensive walls or fortified towns, opening of trade posts,
adoption or adaptation of new ideas and technologies) and how some of these responses
contributed to the development of civilizations Sample questions: “When you analyse emerging
civilizations, did they tend to be insular or outward looking?” “What are some ways in which the
early Roman Empire adopted elements of the cultures it conquered? How did this contribute to
the success of and expansion of the empire?” “What impact did the creation of a class of
Chinese-speaking mandarins have on ancient Vietnam?”
Primary Historical Thinking Concept Explored: Historical Perspectives
Lesson #: 3 of 4.
Title of Story: Rome From Within: The Fall of a City
Overview: This lesson will discuss the traditional view of the fall of the Roman Empire at the
hands of the ‘barbarian invasions’. This view will be overturned, most specifically, through the
discussion of multiple perspectives and conceiving of what it meant to be a Roman citizen at this
point in history.
Appendices:
1. Primary Sources (PSD 3.1, 3.2, 3.3)

Organization of Lesson:
Warm-Up (20 minutes): Students will be asked to create a piece of Roman propaganda. This may
be a picture, a cartoon, a speech, a short scene from a play, or any other creative form they wish
to pursue which can be completed in the time allotted. The purpose of this piece of propaganda
must be one of the following: (1) inspire Roman citizens to stand against the barbarian hordes or,
(2) inspire so-called ‘barbarians’ to fight for Rome so that they can become part of it.
Sharing/Discussion/Teaching (30 minutes): For 10-15 minutes, students will circle the class,
viewing and assessing the various pieces of propaganda. Then, for 15-20 minutes, the teacher
will run a class discussion in which students may talk about their own pieces of propaganda or
any work their peers produced which particularly struck them. As this occurs, students will be
asked to attempt to think of these works as each of the following: an individual who grew up in
Rome and was taught to hate the ‘barbarians’; one who grew up in Rome being taught that
‘barbarians’ were not so different from Romans and just needed to be educated; a Goth who
aspired to become a Roman citizen; a Goth who viewed the Roman empire as a malignant force
of oppression.
Modelling (10 minutes): Read an excerpt from Julius Caesar’s The Germans so that students may
recall how ‘barbarians’ were viewed in the relatively early stages of Roman history and
interaction with civilizations to the North. By elaborating on the fact that there was more to these
civilizations than Caesar described and talking about how a ‘German’ individual may consider
this work, students will be able to see how they may view primary sources critically and from
multiple perspectives.
Guided Practice (10 minutes): In groups and with teacher oversight, students will be given two
brief accounts describing the meeting of Attila the Hun and Pope Leo I. They should read and
discuss these critically, considering multiple perspectives, and comparing each account to the
other.
Independent Activity (20 minutes): Students will be given Procopius’ account on the sack of the
city of Rome. They will perform the same task of critical reading from multiple perspectives
independently, though –as is typical- they are free to ask questions of the teacher. They must
make notes detailing how they view the sack of Rome from varied perspectives and be ready to
hand these notes in to the teacher. If they require more time, they may continue the task for
homework.
Assessment for learning: Student knowledge of Roman and ‘barbarian’ societies -learned in
previous classes and expanded upon here- will be assessed through the propaganda activity and
the ensuing discussion.
Assessment as learning: In both group work and class discussion, students will be able to assess
their proficiency in reading primary documents critically.
Assessment of learning: Students will turn in their notes to the teacher so that their ability to read
critically from multiple perspectives can be formally assessed.

Course: World History to the End of the 15th Century, Grade 11 University/College
Specific Expectation: B3.3 analyse some ways in which early societies responded to external
influences (e.g., construction of defensive walls or fortified towns, opening of trade posts,
adoption or adaptation of new ideas and technologies) and how some of these responses
contributed to the development of civilizations Sample questions: “When you analyse emerging
civilizations, did they tend to be insular or outward looking?” “What are some ways in which the
early Roman Empire adopted elements of the cultures it conquered? How did this contribute to
the success of and expansion of the empire?” “What impact did the creation of a class of
Chinese-speaking mandarins have on ancient Vietnam?”
Primary Historical Thinking Concept Explored: Historical Significance
Lesson #: 4 of 4.
Title of Story: Western Europe, Islam, and the Third Crusade
Overview: This lesson will build on the information introduced in prior classes concerning
Christian civilizations in Western Europe, Islamic civilizations in the Middle East, and how they
interacted. More specifically, students will attempt to consider the full effect of these
interactions, including where and how it can be seen today.
Appendices:
1. Primary Sources (PSD 4.1, 4.2)

Organization of Lesson:
Warm-Up (5 minutes): Students will be asked what comes to mind when they think of Islam and
the Middle East in mainstream media. Participation will, of course, be encouraged, but they will
be reminded that –regardless of whatever language or sentiment is used in media sources to
which they have been exposed- the classroom is meant to be a safe and inclusive space. As such,
they will be asked to respect and maintain that space.
Discussion (10 minutes): Ask students to recount what they think of when the term ‘crusades’ is
mentioned. Who and what comes to mind? What did they know about the crusades before this
class? If they are having any difficulty, ask if they have heard of Richard the Lionheart or
Saladin. Conversation can also be connected to contemporary stories such as the Assassin’s
Creed video game or the various incarnations of Robin Hood. The overriding purpose of this
discussion is to demonstrate how the Crusades are still relevant and that the Third Crusade seems
to be the most popular within modern society and mainstream media.
Independent Activity (30 minutes): Using whichever resources are available (student laptops and
devices, a chrome-book or iPad cart, the school library/computer lab, and/or textbooks) students
will be asked to conduct research concerning the main figures and events of the Third Crusade.
Modelling (10 minutes): Using two primary sources on this event, discuss the killing of the
Muslim prisoners at Acre. Make particular note of how each writer describes King Richard,
Saladin, and the response of others to these deaths.
Guided Practice (10 minutes): In small groups, students will decide on one particular individual
or event they researched, compare their findings on this single subject, and discuss the
differences.
Sharing/Discussion/Teaching (25 minutes): As a class, students will be invited to share and
discuss what they have found. Next, they will be encouraged to elaborate on how the differences
in perspectives had an impact on the Third Crusade, and how the Third Crusade affected the
perspective of individuals across multiple continents. Finally, students will be asked to use their
research and class discussions to compare the perspectives of the Third Crusade, to those of
modern mainstream media which was discussed at the beginning of class. This is an opportunity
to reflect upon the significance and lasting impact of conflicts from prior centuries.
Assessment for learning: Through the final class discussion, assess the extent to which students
are able to see the modern media in a new way by engaging with the historical significance of the
Third Crusade.
Assessment as learning: Students are specifically given time to self-reflect on what they just
learned and how it shapes their understanding of the world around them.

Appendix:
1. Primary Source Documents
PSD1.1: Herodotus, The Histories: Book 6, Chapters 102-117, trans. Godley, A.D.
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press), 1920.
After subduing Eretria, the Persians waited a few days and then sailed away to the land of Attica,
pressing ahead in expectation of doing to the Athenians exactly what they had done to the
Eretrians. Marathon39 was the place in Attica most suitable for riding horses and closest to
Eretria, so Hippias son of Pisistratus led them there. 103.
When the Athenians learned this, they too marched out to Marathon, with ten generals leading
them. The tenth was Miltiades, and it had befallen his father Cimon son of Stesagoras to be
banished from Athens by Pisistratus son of Hippocrates. [2] While in exile he happened to take
the Olympic prize in the four-horse chariot, and by taking this victory he won the same prize as
his half-brother Miltiades. At the next Olympic games he won with the same horses but
permitted Pisistratus to be proclaimed victor, and by resigning the victory to him he came back
from exile to his own property under truce. [3] After taking yet another Olympic prize with the
same horses, he happened to be murdered by Pisistratus' sons, since Pisistratus was no longer
living. They murdered him by placing men in ambush at night near the town-hall. Cimon was
buried in front of the city, across the road called “Through the Hollow”, and buried opposite him
are the mares who won the three Olympic prizes. [4] The mares of Evagoras the Laconian did the
same as these, but none others. Stesagoras, the elder of Cimon's sons, was then being brought up
with his uncle Miltiades in the Chersonese. The younger was with Cimon at Athens, and he took
the name Miltiades from Miltiades the founder of the Chersonese. 104.
It was this Miltiades who was now the Athenian general, after coming from the Chersonese and
escaping a two-fold death. The Phoenicians pursued him as far as Imbros, considering it of great
importance to catch him and bring him to the king. [2] He escaped from them, but when he
reached his own country and thought he was safe, then his enemies met him. They brought him
to court and prosecuted him for tyranny in the Chersonese, but he was acquitted and appointed
Athenian general, chosen by the people. 105.
While still in the city, the generals first sent to Sparta the herald Philippides, an Athenian and a
long-distance runner who made that his calling. As Philippides himself said when he brought the
message to the Athenians, when he was in the Parthenian mountain above Tegea he encountered
Pan. [2] Pan called out Philippides' name and bade him ask the Athenians why they paid him no
attention, though he was of goodwill to the Athenians, had often been of service to them, and
would be in the future. [3] The Athenians believed that these things were true, and when they
became prosperous they established a sacred precinct of Pan beneath the Acropolis. Ever since
that message they propitiate him with annual sacrifices and a torch-race. 106.
This Philippides was in Sparta on the day after leaving the city of Athens, 40 that time when he
was sent by the generals and said that Pan had appeared to him. He came to the magistrates and
said, [2] “Lacedaemonians, the Athenians ask you to come to their aid and not allow the most
ancient city among the Hellenes to fall into slavery at the hands of the foreigners. Even now

Eretria has been enslaved, and Hellas has become weaker by an important city.” [3] He told them
what he had been ordered to say, and they resolved to send help to the Athenians, but they could
not do this immediately, for they were unwilling to break the law. It was the ninth day of the
rising month, and they said that on the ninth they could not go out to war until the moon's circle
was full.41 107.
So they waited for the full moon, while the foreigners were guided to Marathon by Hippias son
of Pisistratus. The previous night Hippias had a dream in which he slept with his mother. [2] He
supposed from the dream that he would return from exile to Athens, recover his rule, and end his
days an old man in his own country. Thus he reckoned from the dream. Then as guide he
unloaded the slaves from Eretria onto the island of the Styrians called Aegilia, and brought to
anchor the ships that had put ashore at Marathon, then marshalled the foreigners who had
disembarked onto land. [3] As he was tending to this, he happened to sneeze and cough more
violently than usual. Since he was an elderly man, most of his teeth were loose, and he lost one
of them by the force of his cough. It fell into the sand and he expended much effort in looking
for it, but the tooth could not be found. [4] He groaned aloud and said to those standing by him:
“This land is not ours and we will not be able to subdue it. My tooth holds whatever share of it
was mine.” 108.
Hippias supposed that the dream had in this way come true. As the Athenians were marshalled in
the precinct of Heracles, the Plataeans came to help them in full force. The Plataeans had put
themselves under the protection of the Athenians,42 and the Athenians had undergone many
labors on their behalf. This is how they did it: [2] when the Plataeans were pressed by the
Thebans, they first tried to put themselves under the protection of Cleomenes son of
Anaxandrides and the Lacedaemonians, who happened to be there. But they did not accept them,
saying, “We live too far away, and our help would be cold comfort to you. You could be
enslaved many times over before any of us heard about it. [3] We advise you to put yourselves
under the protection of the Athenians, since they are your neighbors and not bad men at giving
help.” The Lacedaemonians gave this advice not so much out of goodwill toward the Plataeans
as wishing to cause trouble for the Athenians with the Boeotians. [4] So the Lacedaemonians
gave this advice to the Plataeans, who did not disobey it. When the Athenians were making
sacrifices to the twelve gods,43 they sat at the altar as suppliants and put themselves under
protection. When the Thebans heard this, they marched against the Plataeans, but the Athenians
came to their aid. [5] As they were about to join battle, the Corinthians, who happened to be
there, prevented them and brought about a reconciliation. Since both sides desired them to
arbitrate, they fixed the boundaries of the country on condition that the Thebans leave alone
those Boeotians who were unwilling to be enrolled as Boeotian. After rendering this decision, the
Corinthians departed. The Boeotians attacked the Athenians as they were leaving but were
defeated in battle. [6] The Athenians went beyond the boundaries the Corinthians had made for
the Plataeans, fixing the Asopus river as the boundary for the Thebans in the direction of Plataea
and Hysiae. So the Plataeans had put themselves under the protection of the Athenians in the
aforesaid manner, and now came to help at Marathon. 109.
The Athenian generals were of divided opinion, some advocating not fighting because they were
too few to attack the army of the Medes; others, including Miltiades, advocating fighting. [2]
Thus they were at odds, and the inferior plan prevailed. An eleventh man had a vote, chosen by

lot to be polemarch44 of Athens, and by ancient custom the Athenians had made his vote of equal
weight with the generals. Callimachus of Aphidnae was polemarch at this time. Miltiades
approached him and said, [3] “Callimachus, it is now in your hands to enslave Athens or make
her free, and thereby leave behind for all posterity a memorial such as not even Harmodius and
Aristogeiton left. Now the Athenians have come to their greatest danger since they first came
into being, and, if we surrender, it is clear what we will suffer when handed over to Hippias. But
if the city prevails, it will take first place among Hellenic cities. [4] I will tell you how this can
happen, and how the deciding voice on these matters has devolved upon you. The ten generals
are of divided opinion, some urging to attack, others urging not to. [5] If we do not attack now, I
expect that great strife will fall upon and shake the spirit of the Athenians, leading them to
medize. But if we attack now, before anything unsound corrupts the Athenians, we can win the
battle, if the gods are fair. [6] All this concerns and depends on you in this way: if you vote with
me, your country will be free and your city the first in Hellas. But if you side with those eager to
avoid battle, you will have the opposite to all the good things I enumerated.” 110.
By saying this Miltiades won over Callimachus. The polemarch's vote was counted in, and the
decision to attack was resolved upon. Thereafter the generals who had voted to fight turned the
presidency over to Miltiades as each one's day came in turn. 45 He accepted the office but did not
make an attack until it was his own day to preside. 111.
When the presidency came round to him, he arrayed the Athenians for battle, with the polemarch
Callimachus commanding the right wing, since it was then the Athenian custom for the
polemarch to hold the right wing. He led, and the other tribes were numbered out in succession
next to each other.46 The Plataeans were marshalled last, holding the left wing. [2] Ever since
that battle, when the Athenians are conducting sacrifices at the festivals every fourth year, 47 the
Athenian herald prays for good things for the Athenians and Plataeans together. [3] As the
Athenians were marshalled at Marathon, it happened that their line of battle was as long as the
line of the Medes. The center, where the line was weakest, was only a few ranks deep, but each
wing was strong in numbers. 112.
When they had been set in order and the sacrifices were favorable, the Athenians were sent forth
and charged the foreigners at a run. The space between the armies was no less than eight stadia.
[2] The Persians saw them running to attack and prepared to receive them, thinking the
Athenians absolutely crazy, since they saw how few of them there were and that they ran up so
fast without either cavalry or archers. [3] So the foreigners imagined, but when the Athenians all
together fell upon the foreigners they fought in a way worthy of record. These are the first
Hellenes whom we know of to use running against the enemy. They are also the first to endure
looking at Median dress and men wearing it, for up until then just hearing the name of the Medes
caused the Hellenes to panic. 113.
They fought a long time at Marathon. In the center of the line the foreigners prevailed, where the
Persians and Sacae were arrayed. The foreigners prevailed there and broke through in pursuit
inland, but on each wing the Athenians and Plataeans prevailed. [2] In victory they let the routed
foreigners flee, and brought the wings together to fight those who had broken through the center.
The Athenians prevailed, then followed the fleeing Persians and struck them down. When they
reached the sea they demanded fire and laid hold of the Persian ships. 114.

In this labor Callimachus the polemarch was slain, a brave man, and of the generals Stesilaus son
of Thrasylaus died. Cynegirus48 son of Euphorion fell there, his hand cut off with an ax as he
grabbed a ship's figurehead. Many other famous Athenians also fell there. 115.
In this way the Athenians overpowered seven ships. The foreigners pushed off with the rest,
picked up the Eretrian slaves from the island where they had left them, and sailed around Sunium
hoping to reach the city before the Athenians. There was an accusation at Athens that they
devised this by a plan of the Alcmaeonidae, who were said to have arranged to hold up a shield
as a signal once the Persians were in their ships. 116.
They sailed around Sunium, but the Athenians marched back to defend the city as fast as their
feet could carry them and got there ahead of the foreigners. Coming from the sacred precinct of
Heracles in Marathon, they pitched camp in the sacred precinct of Heracles in Cynosarges. The
foreigners lay at anchor off Phalerum, the Athenian naval port at that time. After riding anchor
there, they sailed their ships back to Asia. 117.
In the battle at Marathon about six thousand four hundred men of the foreigners were killed, and
one hundred and ninety-two Athenians; that many fell on each side. [2] The following marvel
happened there: an Athenian, Epizelus son of Couphagoras, was fighting as a brave man in the
battle when he was deprived of his sight, though struck or hit nowhere on his body, and from that
time on he spent the rest of his life in blindness. [3] I have heard that he tells this story about his
misfortune: he saw opposing him a tall armed man, whose beard overshadowed his shield, but
the phantom passed him by and killed the man next to him. I learned by inquiry that this is the
story Epizelus tells

PSD2.1: Herodotus, The Carthaginian Attack on Sicily, trans. Rawlinson, George (New
York: Duton & Co.), 1862.
VII.165: They, however, who dwell in Sicily, say that Gelo, though he knew that he must serve
under the Lacedaemonians, would nevertheless have come to the aid of the Hellenes, had not it
been for Terillos, the son of Crinippos, king of Himera; who, driven from his city by Thero, the
son of Ainesidemos, king of Agrigentum, brought into Sicily at this very time an army of three
hundred thousand men---Phoenicians, Libyans, Iberians, Ligurians, Helisykians, Sardinians, and
Corsicans, under the command of Hamilcar the son of Hanno, king of the Carthaginians. Terillos
prevailed upon Hamilcar, partly as his sworn friend, but more through the zealous aid of
Anaxilaos the son of Cretines, king of Rhegium; who, by giving his own sons to Hamilcar as
hostages, induced him to make the expedition. Anaxilaos herein served his own father-in-law;
for he was married to a daughter of Terillos, by name Kydippe. So, as Gelo could not give the
Hellenes any aid, he sent (they say) the sum of money to Delphi.
VII.166: They say too, that the victory of Gelo and Thero in Sicily over Hamilcar the
Carthaginian fell out upon the very day that the Hellenes defeated the Persians at Salamis.
Hamilcar, who was a Carthaginian on his father's side only, but on his mother's a Syracusan, and
who had been raised by his merit to the throne of Carthage, after the battle and the defeat, as I am
informed, disappeared from sight: Gelo made the strictest search for him, but he could not be
found anywhere, either dead or alive.

VII.167: The Carthaginians, who take probability for their guide, give the following account of
this matter: Hamilcar, they say, during all the time that the battle raged between the Hellenes and
the barbarians, which was from early dawn till evening, remained in the camp, sacrificing and
seeking favorable omens, while he burned on a huge pyre the entire bodies of the victims which
he offered.
Here, as he poured libations upon the sacrifices, he saw the rout of his army; whereupon he cast
himself headlong into the flames, and so was consumed and disappeared. But whether Hamilcar's
disappearance happened, as the Phoenicians tell us, in this way, or, as the Syracusans maintain,
in some other, certain it is that the Carthaginians offer him sacrifice, and in all their colonies
have monuments erected to his honor, as well as one, which is the grandest of all, at Carthage.
Thus much concerning the affairs of Sicily.
PSD2.2: Nepos, Cornelius, Hannibal, trans. Thomas, J. (Iowa State), 1995.
Chapter 1. Hannibal the Carthaginian, son of Hamilcar. If it be true, as no one doubts, that the
Roman people have surpassed all other nations in valor, it must be admitted that Hannibal
excelled all other commanders in skill as much as the Roman people are superior to all nations in
bravery. For as often as he engaged with that people in Italy, he invariably came off victor; and if
his strength had not been impaired by the jealousy of his fellow-citizens at home, he would have
been able, to all appearance, to conquer the Romans. But the disparagement of the multitude
overcame the courage of one man. Yet after all, he so cherished the hatred of the Romans which
had, as it were, been left him as an inheritance by his father, that he would have given up his life
rather than renounce it. Indeed, even after he had been driven from his native land and was
dependent on the aid of foreigners, he never ceased to war with the Romans in spirit.
Chapter 2. Aside from Philip, whom from afar Hannibal had made an enemy of the Romans, he
fired up Antiochus, the most powerful of all kings in those times, with such a desire for war, that
from far away on the Red Sea he made preparations to invade Italy.
To his court came envoys from Rome to sound his intentions and try by secret intrigues to arouse
his suspicions of Hannibal, alleging that they had bribed him and that he had changed his
sentiments. These attempts were not made in vain, and when Hannibal learned it and noticed that
he was excluded from the king's more intimate councils, he went to Antiochus, as soon as the
opportunity offered, and after calling to mind many proofs of his loyalty and his hatred of the
Romans, he added, "My father Hamilcar, when I was a small boy not more than nine years old,
just as he was setting out from Carthage to Spain as commander-in-chief, offered up victims to
Jupiter, Greatest and Best of gods. While this ceremony was being performed, he asked me if I
would like to go with him on the campaign. I eagerly accepted and began to beg him not to
hesitate to take me with him. Thereupon he said, I will do it, provided you will give me the
pledge that I ask. With that he led me to the altar on which he had begun his sacrifice, and
having dismissed all the others, he bade me lay hold of the altar and swear that I would never be
a friend to the Romans. For my part, up to my present time of life, I have kept the oath which I
swore to my father so faithfully, that no one ought to doubt that in the future I shall be of the
same mind. Therefore, if you have any kindly intentions with regard to the Roman people, you
will be wise to hide them from me; but when you prepare war, you will go counter to your own
interests if you do not make me the leader in that enterprise."

Chapter 3. Accordingly, at the age which I have named, Hannibal went with his father to Spain,
and after Hamilcar died and Hasdrubal succeeded to the chief command, he was given charge of
all the cavalry. When Hasdrubal died in his turn, the army chose Hannibal as its commander, and
on their action being reported at Carthage, it was officially confirmed. So it was that when he
was less than twenty-five years old, Hannibal became commander-in-chief; and within the next
three years he subdued all the peoples of Spain by force of arms, stormed Saguntum, a town
allied with Rome, and mustered three great armies. Of these armies he sent one to Africa, left the
second with his brother Hasdrubal in Spain, and led the third with him into Italy. He crossed the
range of the Pyrenees. Wherever he marched, he warred with all the natives, and he was
everywhere victorious.
When he came to the Alps separating Italy from Gaul, which no one before him had ever crossed
with an army except Hercules (the Greek) because of which that place is called the Greek Pass,
he cut to pieces the Alpine tribes that tried to keep him from crossing, opened up the region, built
roads, and made it possible for an elephant with its equipment to go over places along which
before that a single unarmed man could barely crawl. By this route he led his forces across the
Alps and came into Italy.
Chapter 4. He had already fought at the Rhone with Publius Cornelius Scipio, the consul, and
routed him; with the same man he engaged at Clastidium on the Po River, wounded him, and
drove him from the field. A third time that same Scipio, with his colleague Tiberius Longus,
opposed him at the Trebia. With those two he joined battle and routed them both. Then he passed
through the country of the Ligurians over the Apennines, on his way to Etruria. In the course of
that march he contracted such a severe eye trouble that he never afterwards had equally good use
of his right eye. While he was still suffering from that complaint and was carried in a litter, he
ambushed the consul Gaius Flaminius with his army at Trasumenus and slew him; and not long
afterwards Gaius Centenius, the praetor, who was holding a pass with a body of picked men, met
the same fate.
Next, he arrived in Apulia. There he was opposed by two consuls, Gaius Terentius and Lucius
Aemilius, both of whose armies he put to flight in a single battle; the consul Paulus was slain,
besides several ex-consuls, including Gnaeus Servilius Geminus, who had been consul the year
before.
Chapter 5. After having fought that battle, Hannibal advanced upon Rome without resistance. He
halted in the hills near the city. After he had remained in camp there for several days and was
returning to Capua, the Roman dictator Quintus Fabius Maximus opposed himself to him in the
Falernian region. But Hannibal, although caught in a defile, extricated himself by night without
the loss of any of his men, and thus tricked Fabius, that most skillful of generals. For under cover
of night the Carthaginian bound torches to the horns of cattle and set fire to them, then sent a
great number of animals in that condition to wander about in all directions. The sudden
appearance of such a sight caused so great a panic in the Roman army that no one ventured to go
outside the entrenchments. Not so many days after this exploit, when Marcus Minucius Rufus,
master of horse, had been given the same powers as the dictator, he craftily lured him into
fighting, and utterly defeated the Roman. Although not present in person, he enticed Tiberius
Sempronius Gracchus, who had been twice consul into an ambuscade in Lucania and destroyed

him. In a similar manner, at Venusia, he slew Marcus Claudius Marcellus, who was holding his
fifth consulship.
It would be a long story to enumerate all his battles. Therefore it will suffice to add this one fact,
to show how great a man he was: so long as he was in Italy, no one was a match for him in the
field, and after the battle of Cannae no one encamped face to face with him on open ground.
Chapter 6. Then, undefeated, he was recalled to defend his native land; there he carried on war
against Publius Scipio, the son of that Scipio whom he had put to flight first at the Rhone, then at
the Po, and a third time at the Trebia. With him, since the resources of his country were now
exhausted, he wished to arrange a truce for a time, in order to carry on the war later with
renewed strength. He had an interview with Scipio, but they could not agree upon terms. A few
days after the conference he fought with Scipio at Zama. Defeated incredible to relate he
succeeded in a day and two nights in reaching Hadrumetum, distant from Zama about three
hundred miles. In the course of that retreat the Numidians who had left the field with him laid a
trap for him, but he not only eluded them, but even crushed the plotters. At Hadrumetum he
rallied the survivors of the retreat and by means of new levies mustered a large number of
soldiers within a few days.

Chapter 7. While he was busily engaged in these preparations, the Carthaginians made peace
with the Romans. Hannibal, however, continued after that to command the army and carried on
war in Africa until the consulship of Publius Sulpicius and Gaius Aurelius. For in the time of
those magistrates Carthaginian envoys came to Rome, to return thanks to the Roman senate and
people for having made peace with them; and as a mark of gratitude they presented them with a
golden crown, at the same time asking that their hostages might live at Fregellae and that their
prisoners should be returned. To them, in accordance with a decree of the senate, the following
answer was made: that their gift was received with thanks; that the hostages should live where
they had requested; that they would not return the prisoners, because Hannibal, who had caused
the war and was bitterly hostile to the Roman nation, still held command in their army, as well as
his brother Mago. Upon receiving that reply the Carthaginians recalled Hannibal and Mago to
Carthage. On his return Hannibal was made a king, after he had been general for twenty-one
years. For, as is true of the consuls at Rome, so at Carthage two kings were elected annually for a
term of one year.
In that office Hannibal gave proof of the same energy that he had shown in war. For by means of
new taxes he provided, not only that there should be money to pay to the Romans according to
the treaty, but also that there should be a surplus to be deposited in the treasury. Then in the
following year, when Marcus Claudius and Lucius Furius were consuls, envoys came to
Carthage from Rome. Hannibal thought that they had been sent to demand his surrender;
therefore, before they were given audience by the senate, he secretly embarked on a ship and
took refuge with King Antiochus in Syria. When this became known, the Carthaginians sent two
ships to arrest Hannibal, if they could overtake him; then they confiscated his property,
demolished his house from its foundations, and declared him an outlaw.

Chapter 8. But Hannibal, in the third year after he had fled from his country, in the consulship of
Lucius Cornelius and Quintus Minucius, with five ships landed in Africa in the territories of
Cyrene, to see whether the Carthaginians could by any chance be induced to make war by the
hope of aid from King Antiochus, whom Hannibal had already persuaded to march upon Italy
with his armies. To Italy also he dispatched his brother Mago. When the Carthaginians learned
this, they inflicted on Mago in his absence the same penalty that Hannibal had suffered. The
brothers, regarding the situation as desperate, raised anchor and set sail. Hannibal reached
Antiochus; as to the death of Mago there are two accounts; some have written that he was
shipwrecked; others, that he was killed by his own slaves. As for Antiochus, if he had been as
willing to follow Hannibal's advice in the conduct of the war as he had been in declaring it, he
would not have fought for the rule of the world at Thermopylae, but nearer to the Tiber. But
although Hannibal saw that many of the king's plans were unwise, yet he never deserted him. On
one occasion he commanded a few ships, which he had been ordered to take from Syria to Asia,
and with them he fought against a fleet of the Rhodians in the Pamphylian Sea. Although in that
engagement his forces were defeated by the superior numbers of their opponents, he was
victorious on the wing where he fought in person.
Chapter 9. After Antiochus had been defeated, Hannibal, fearing that he would be surrendered to
the Romans--as undoubtedly would have happened, if he had let himself be taken--came to the
Gortynians in Crete, there to deliberate where to seek asylum. But being the shrewdest of all
men, he realized that he would be in great danger, unless he devised some means of escaping the
avarice of the Cretans; for he was carrying with him a large sum of money, and he knew that
news of this had leaked out. He therefore devised the following plan: he filled a number of large
jars with lead and covered their tops with gold and silver. These, in the presence of the leading
citizens, he deposited in the temple of Diana, pretending that he was entrusting his property to
their protection. Having thus misled them, he filled some bronze statues which he was carrying
with him with all his money and threw them carelessly down in the courtyard of his house. The
Gortynians guarded the temple with great care, not so much against others as against Hannibal,
to prevent him from taking anything without their knowledge and carrying it off with him.
Chapter 10. Thus he saved his goods, and having tricked all the Cretans, the Carthaginian joined
Prusias in Pontus. At his court he was of the same mind towards Italy and gave his entire
attention to arming the king and training his forces to meet the Romans. And seeing that Prusias'
personal resources did not give him great strength, he won him the friendship of the other kings
of that region and allied him with warlike nations. Prusias had quarreled with Eumenes, king of
Pergamum, a strong friend of the Romans, and they were fighting with each other by land and
sea. But Eumenes was everywhere the stronger because of his alliance with the Romans, and for
that reason Hannibal was the more eager for his overthrow, thinking that if he got rid of him, all
his difficulties would be ended.
To cause his death, he formed the following plan. Within a few days they were intending to fight
a decisive naval battle. Hannibal was outnumbered in ships; therefore it was necessary to resort
to a ruse, since he was unequal to his opponent in arms. He gave orders to collect the greatest
possible number of venomous snakes and put them alive in earthenware jars. When he had got
together a great number of these, on the very day when the sea-fight was going to take place he
called the marines together and bade them concentrate their attack on the ship of Eumenes and be

satisfied with merely defending themselves against the rest; this they could easily do, thanks to
the great number of snakes. Furthermore, he promised to let them know in what ship Eumenes
was sailing, and to give them a generous reward if they succeeded in either capturing or killing
the king.
Chapter 11. After he had encouraged the soldiers in this way, the fleets on both sides were
brought out for battle. When they were drawn up in line, before the signal for action was given,
in order that Hannibal might make it clear to his men where Eumenes was, he sent a messenger
in a skiff with a herald's staff. When the emissary came to the ships of the enemy, he exhibited a
letter and said that he was looking for the king. He was at once taken to Eumenes since no one
doubted that it was some communication about peace. The letter-carrier, having pointed out the
commander's ship to his men, returned to the place from which he came. But Eumenes, on
opening the missive, found nothing in it except what was designed to mock at him. Although he
wondered at the reason for such conduct and could not find one, he nevertheless did not hesitate
to join battle at once.
When the clash came, the Bithynians did as Hannibal had ordered and fell upon the ship of
Eumenes in a body. Since the king could not resist their force, he sought safety in flight, which
he secured only by retreating within the entrenchments which had been thrown up on the
neighboring shore. When the other Pergamene ships began to press their opponents too hard, on
a sudden the earthenware jars of which I have spoken began to be hurled at them. At first these
projectiles excited the laughter of the combatants, and they could not understand what it meant.
But as soon as they saw their ships filled with snakes, terrified by the strange weapons and not
knowing how to avoid them, they turned their ships about and retreated to their naval camp. Thus
Hannibal overcame the arms of Pergamum by strategy; and that was not the only instance of the
kind, but on many other occasions in land battles he defeated his antagonists by a similar bit of
cleverness.
Chapter 12. While this was taking place in Asia, it chanced that in Rome envoys of Prusias were
dining with Titus Quinctius Flamininus, the ex-consul, and that mention being made of Hannibal,
one of the envoys said that he was in the kingdom of Prusias. On the following day Flamininus
informed the senate. The Fathers, believing that while Hannibal lived they would never be free
from plots. sent envoys to Bithynia, among them Flamininus, to request the king not to keep their
bitterest foe at his court, but to surrender him to the Romans. Prusias did not dare to refuse; he
did, however, stipulate that they would not ask him to do anything which was in violation of the
laws of hospitality. They themselves, if they could, might take him; they would easily find his
place of abode. As a matter of fact, Hannibal kept himself in one place, in a stronghold which the
king had given him, and he had so arranged it that he had exits in every part of the building,
evidently being in fear of experiencing what actually happened.
When the envoys of the Romans had come to the place and surrounded his house with a great
body of troops, a slave looking out from one of the doors reported that an unusual number of
armed men were in sight. Hannibal ordered him to go about to all the doors of the building and
hasten to inform him whether he was beset in the same way on every side. The slave having
quickly reported the facts and told him that all the exits were guarded, Hannibal knew that it was
no accident; that it was he whom they were after and he must no longer think of preserving his

life. But not wishing to lose it at another's will, and remembering his past deeds of valor, he took
the poison which he always carried about his person.
Chapter 13. Thus that bravest of men, after having performed many and varied labors, entered
into rest in his seventieth year. Under what consuls he died is disputed. For Atticus has recorded
in his Annals that he died in the consulate of Marcus Claudius Marcellus and Quintus Fabius
Labeo; Polybius, under Lucius Aemilius Paulus and Gnaeus Baebius Tamphilus; and Sulpicius
Blitho, in the time of Publius Cornelius Cethegus and Marcus Baebius Tamphilus. And that great
man, although busied with such great wars, devoted some time to letters; for there are several
books of his, written in Greek, among them one, addressed to the Rhodians, on the deeds of
Gnaeus Manlius Volso in Asia. Hannibal's deeds of arms have been recorded by many writers,
among them two men who were with him in camp and lived with him so long as fortune allowed,
Silenus and Sosylus of Lacedaemon. And it was this Sosylus whom Hannibal employed as his
teacher of Greek.
But it is time for us to put an end to this book and give an account of the Roman generals, to
make it possible by comparing their deeds with those of the foreigners to judge which heroes
ought to be given the higher rank.

PSD2.3: Polybius, The Battle of Cannae, trans. Shuckburgh, Evelyn (London:
Macmillan), 1889.
107: Thus through all that winter and spring the two armies remained encamped facing each
other. But when the season for the new harvest was come, Hannibal began to move from the
camp at Geronium; and making up his mind that it would be to his advantage to force the enemy
by any possible means to give him battle, he occupied the citadel of a town called Cannae, into
which the corn and other supplies from the district round Canusium were collected by the
Romans, and conveyed thence to the camp as occasion required. The town itself, indeed, had
been reduced to ruins the year before: but the capture of its citadel and the material of war
contained in it, caused great commotion in the Roman army; for it was not only the loss of the
place and the stores in it that distressed them, but the fact also that it commanded the surrounding
district. They therefore sent frequent messages to Rome asking for instructions: for if they
approached the enemy they would not be able to avoid an engagement, in view of the fact that
the country was being plundered, and the allies all in a state of excitement. The Senate passed a
resolution that they should give the enemy battle: they, however, bade Gnaeus Servilius wait,
and despatched the Consuls to the seat of war.
It was to Aemilius [L. Aemilius Paullus, Consul for 216 B.C.] that all eyes turned, and on him
the most confident hopes were fixed; for his life had been a noble one, and he was thought to
have managed the recent Illyrian war with advantage to the state. The Senate determined to bring
eight legions into the field, which had never been done at Rome before, each legion consisting of
five thousand men besides allies. For the Romans, as I have state before, habitually enroll four
legions per year, each consisting of about four thousand foot and two hundred horse; and when
any unusual necessity arises, they raise the number of foot to five thousand and of the horse to
three hundred. Of allies, the number in each legion is the same as that of the citizens, but of the

horse three times as great. Of the four legions thus composed, they assign two to each of the
Consuls for whatever service is going on. Most of their wars are decided by one Consul and two
legions, with their quota of allies [thus two citizen legions and two allied legions combined]; and
they rarely employ all four at one time and on one service. But on this occasion, so great was the
alarm and terror of what would happen, they resolved to bring not only four but eight legions
into the field [thus eight citizen legions and eight allied legions combined--about 90,000 men].
108. With earnest words of exhortations, therefore, to Aemilius, putting before him the gravity in
every point of view of the result of the battle, they despatched him with instructions to seek a
favorable opportunity to fight a decisive battle with a courage worthy of Rome. Having arrived at
the camp and united their forces, they made known the will of the Senate to the soldiers, and
Aemilius exhorted them to do their duty in terms which evidently came from his heart. He
addressed himself especially to explain and excuse the reverses which they had lately
experienced; for it was on this point particularly that the soldiers were depressed and stood in
need of encouragement. AThe causes," he argued, Aof their defeats in former battles were many,
and could not be reduced to one or two. But those causes were at an end; and no excuse existed
now, if they only showed themselves to be men of courage, for not conquering their enemies. Up
to that time both Consuls had never been engaged together, or employed thoroughly trained
soldiers: the combatants on the contrary had been raw levies, entirely inexperienced in danger;
and what was most important of all, they had been entirely ignorant of their opponents, that they
had been brought into the field, and engaged in a pitched battle with an enemy that they had
never once set eyes upon. Those who had been defeated on the Trebia were drawn up on the field
at daybreak, on the very next morning after their arrival from Sicily; while those who had fought
in Etruria [at the defeat at Lake Trasimene], not only had never seen the enemy before, but did
not do so even during the very battle itself, owing to the unfortunate state of the atmosphere.
109. But now the conditions were quite different. For in the first place both Consuls were with
the army: and were not only prepared to share the danger themselves, but had also induced the
Consuls of the previous year to remain and take part in the struggle. While the men had not only
seen the arms, order, and numbers of the enemy, but had been engaged in almost daily fights
with them for the last two years. The conditions therefore under which the two former battles
were fought being quite different, it was but natural that the result of the coming struggle should
be different too. For it would be strange or rather impossible that those who in various
skirmishes, where the numbers of either side were equal, had for the most part come off
victorious, should, when drawn up altogether, and nearly double of the enemy in number, be
defeated.
"Wherefore, men of the army," he continued, "seeing that we have every advantage on our side
for securing a victory, there is only one thing necessary---your determination, your zeal! And I
do not think I need say more to you on that point. To men serving others for pay, or to those who
fight as allies on behalf of others, who have no greater danger to expect than meets them on the
field, and for whom the issues at stake are of little importance---such men may need words of
exhortation. But men who, like you, are fighting not for others, but themselves---for country,
wives, and children; and for whom the issue is of far more momentous consequence than the
mere danger of the hour, need only to be reminded: require no exhortation. For who is there
among you who would not wish if possible to be victorious; and next, if that may not be, to die
with arms in his hands, rather than to live and see the outrage and death of those dear objects
which I have named?

"Wherefore, men of the army, apart from any words of mine, place before your eyes the
momentous difference to you between victory and defeat, and all their consequences. Enter upon
this battle with the full conviction, that in it your country is not risking a certain number of
legions, but her bare existence. For she has nothing to add to such an army as this, to give her
victory, if the day now goes against us. All she has of confidence and strength rests on you; all
her hopes of safety are in your hands. Do not frustrate those hopes: but pay back to your country
the gratitude you owe her; and make it clear to all the world that the former reverses occurred,
not because the Romans are worse men than the Carthaginians, but from the lack of experience
on the part of those who were then fighting, and through a combination of adverse
circumstances." With such words Aemilius dismissed the troops.
110. Next morning the two Consuls broke up their camp, and advanced to where they heard that
the enemy were entrenched. On the second day they arrived within sight of them, and pitched
their camp at about fifty stadia distance. But when Aemilius observed that the ground was flat
and bare for some distance round, he said that they must not engage there with an enemy
superior to them in cavalry; but that they must rather try to draw him off, and lead him to ground
on which the battle would be more in the hands of the infantry. But Caius Terentius [C. Terentius
Varro, Consul for 216 B.C.] being, from inexperience, of a contrary opinion, there was a dispute
and misunderstanding between the two leaders, which of all things is the most dangerous. It is
the custom, when the two Consuls are present, that they should take the chief command on
alternate days; and the next day happening to be the turn of Terentius, he ordered an advance
with a view of approaching the enemy, in spite of the protests and active opposition of his
colleague. Hannibal set his light-armed troops and cavalry in motion to meet him, and charging
the Romans while they were still marching, took them by surprise and caused a great confusion
in their ranks. The Romans repulsed the first charge by putting some of their heavy-armed in
front; and then sending forward their light-armed and cavalry, began to get the best of the fight
all along the line: the Carthaginians having no reserves of any importance, while certain
companies of the legionaries were mixed with the Roman light-armed, and helped to sustain the
battle. Nightfall for the present put an end to a struggle which had not at all answered to the
hopes of the Carthaginians.
But next day Aemilius, not thinking it right to engage, and yet being unable any longer to lead
off his army, encamped with two-thirds of it on the banks of the Apennines---that chain of
mountains which forms the watershed of all Italian rivers, which flow either west to the Tuscan
sea, or east to the Hadriatic. This chain is, I say, pierced by the Aufidus, which rises on the side
of Italy nearest the Tuscan Sea, and is discharged into the Hadriatic. For the other third of his
army he caused a camp to be made across the river, to the east of the ford, about ten stades from
his own lines, and a little more from those of the enemy; that these men, being on the other side
of the river, might protect his own foraging parties, and threaten those of the enemy.
111. Then Hannibal, seeing that his circumstances called for a battle with the enemy, being
anxious lest his troops should be depressed by their previous reverse, and believing that it was an
occasion which required some encouraging words, summoned a general meeting of his soldiers.
When they were assembled, he bid them all look round upon the country, and asked them "What
better fortune they could have asked from the gods, if they had had the choice, than to fight in
such ground as they saw there, with the vast superiority of cavalry on their side?" And when all
signified their acquiescence in such an evident truth, he added: "First, then, give thanks to the
gods: for they have brought the enemy into this country, because they designed the victory for

us. And, next to me, for having compelled the enemy to fight---for they cannot avoid it any
longer---and to fight in a place so full of advantages for us. But I do not think it becoming in me
now to use many words in exhorting you to be brave and forward in this battle. When you had
had no experience of fighting the Romans this was necessary. and I did not then suggest many
arguments and examples to you. But now seeing that you have undeniably beaten the Romans in
three successive battles of such magnitude, what arguments could have greater influence with
you in confirming your courage than the actual facts? Now, by your previous battles you have
got possession of the country and all its wealth, in accordance with my promises: for I have been
absolutely true in everything I have ever said to you. But the present contest is for the cities and
the wealth in them; and if you win it, all Italy will at once be in your power; and freed from your
present hard toils, and masters of the wealth of Rome, you will by this battle become the leaders
and lords of the world. This, then, is a time for deeds, not words: for by God's blessing I am
persuaded that I shall carry out my promises to you forthwith." His words were received with
approving shouts, which he acknowledged with gratitude for their zeal; and having dismissed the
assembly, he at once formed a camp on the same bank of the river as that on which was the
larger camp of the Romans.
112. Next day he gave orders that all should employ themselves in making preparations and
getting themselves into a fit state of body. On the day after that he drew out his men along the
bank of the river, and showed that he was eager to give the enemy battle. But Aemilius,
dissatisfied with his position, and seeing that the Carthaginians would soon be obliged to shift
their quarters for the sake of supplies, kept quiet in his camps, strengthening both with extra
guards. After waiting a considerable time, when no one came out to attack him, Hannibal put the
rest of the army into camp again, but sent out his Numidian horse to attack the enemy's water
parties from the lesser camp. These horsemen riding right up to the lines and preventing the
watering, Caius Terentius became more than ever inflamed with the desire of fighting, and the
soldiers were eager for a battle, and chafed at the delay. For there is nothing more intolerable to
mankind than suspense; when a thing is once decided, men can but endure whatever out of their
catalogue of evils it is their misfortune to undergo.
But when the news arrived at Rome that the two armies were face to face, and that skirmishes
between advanced parties of both sides were daily taking place, the city was in a state of high
excitement and uneasiness; the people dreading the result, owing to the disasters which had now
befallen them on more than one occasion; and foreseeing and anticipating in their imaginations
what would happen if they were utterly defeated. All the oracles preserved at Rome were in
everybody's mouth; and every temple and house was full of prodigies and miracles: in
consequence of which the city was one scene of vows, sacrifices, supplicatory processions, and
prayers. For the Romans in time of danger take extraordinary pains to appease gods and men,
and look upon no ceremony of that kind in such times as unbecoming or beneath their dignity.
113. When he took over the command on the following day, as soon as the sun was above the
horizon, Caius Terentius got the army in motion from both the camps. Those from the larger
camp he drew up in order of battle, as soon as he had got them across the river, and bringing up
those of the smaller camp he placed them all in the same line, selecting the south as the aspect of
the whole. The Roman horse he stationed on the right wing along the river, and their foot next to
them in the same line, placing the maniples, however, closer together than usual, and making the
depth of each maniple several times greater than its front. The cavalry of the allies he stationed
on the left wing, and the light-armed troops he placed slightly in advance of the whole army,

which amounted with its allies to eighty thousand infantry and a little more than six thousand
horse. At the same time Hannibal brought his Balearic slingers and spearmen across the river,
and stationed them in advance of his main body; which he led out of their camp, and, getting
them across the river at two spots, drew them up opposite the enemy. On his left wing, close to
the river, he stationed the Iberian and Celtic horse opposite the Roman cavalry; and next to them
half the Libyan heavy-armed foot; and next to them the Iberian and Celtic foot; next, the other
half of the Libyans, and, on the right wing, the Numidian horse. Having now got them all into
line he advanced with the central companies of the Iberians and Celts; and so arranged the other
companies next these in regular gradations, that the whole line became crescent-shaped,
diminishing in depth towards its extremities: his object being to have his Libyans as a reserve in
the battle, and to commence the action with his Iberians and Celts.
114. The armor of the Libyans was Roman, for Hannibal had armed them with a selection of the
spoils taken in previous battles. The shield of the Iberians and Celts was about the same size, but
their swords were quite different. For that of the Roman can thrust with as deadly effects as it
can cut, while the Gallic sword can only cut, and that requires some room. And the companies
coming alternately---the naked Celts, and the Iberians with their short linen tunics bordered with
purple stripes, the whole appearance of the line was strange and terrifying. The whole strength of
the Carthaginian cavalry was ten thousand, but that of their foot was not more than forty
thousand, including the Celts. Aemilius commanded on the Roman right, Caius Terentius on the
left, Marcus Atilius and Gnaeus Servilius, the consuls of the previous year, on the center. The
left of the Carthaginians was commanded by Hasdrubal, the right by Hanno, the center by
Hannibal in person, attended by his brother Mago. And as the Roman line faced the south, as I
said before, and the Carthaginian the north, the rays of the rising sun did not inconvenience
either of them.
115. The battle was begun by an engagement between the advanced guard of the two armies; and
at first the affair between these light-armed troops was indecisive. But as soon as the Iberian and
Celtic cavalry got at the Romans, the battle began in earnest, and in the true barbaric fashion: for
there was none of the usual formal advance and retreat; but when they once got to close quarters,
they grappled man to man, and, dismounting from their horses, fought on foot. But when the
Carthaginians had got the upper hand in this encounter and killed most of their opponents on the
ground---because the Romans all maintained the fight with spirit and determination---and began
chasing the remainder along the river, slaying as they went along and giving no quarter; then the
legionaries took the place of the light-armed and closed with the enemy. For a short time the
Iberian and Celtic lines stood their ground and fought gallantly; but, presently overpowered by
the weight of the heavy-armed lines, they gave way and retired to the rear, thus breaking up the
crescent. The Roman maniples followed with spirit, and easily cut their way through the enemy's
line; since the Celts had been drawn up in a thin line, while the Romans had closed up from the
wings towards the center and the point of danger. For the two wings did not come into action at
the same time as the center: but the center was first engaged, because the Gauls, having been
stationed on the arc of the crescent, had come into contact with the enemy long before the wings,
the convex of the crescent being towards the enemy.
The Romans, however, going in pursuit of these troops, and hastily closing in towards the center
and the part of the enemy which was giving ground, advanced so far that the Libyan heavyarmed troops on either wing got on their flanks. Those on the right, facing to the left, charged
from the right upon the Roman flank; while those who were on the left wing faced to the right,

and, dressing by the left, charged their right flank, the exigency of the moment suggesting to
them what they ought to do. Thus it came about, as Hannibal had planned, that the Romans were
caught between two hostile lines of Libyans---thanks to their impetuous pursuit of the Celts. Still
they fought, though no longer in line, yet singly, or in maniples, which faced to meet those who
charged them on the flanks.
116. Though he had been from the first on the right wing, and had taken part in the cavalry
engagement, Lucius Aemilius still survived. Determined to act up to his own exhortatory speech,
and seeing that the decision of the battle rested mainly on the legionaries, riding up to the center
of the line he led the charge himself, and personally grappled with the enemy, at the same time
cheering on and exhorting his soldiers to the charge. Hannibal, on the other side, did the same,
for he too had taken his place on the center from the commencement. The Numidian horse on the
Carthaginian right were meanwhile charging through the cavalry on the Roman left; and though,
from the peculiar nature of their mode of fighting, they neither inflicted nor received much harm,
they yet rendered the enemy's horse useless by keeping them occupied, and charging them first
on one side and then another. But when Hasdrubal, after all but annihilating the cavalry by the
river, came from the left to the support of the Numidians, the Roman allied cavalry, seeing his
charge approaching, broke and fled. At that point Hasdrubal appears to have acted with great
skill and discretion. Seeing the Numidians to be strong in numbers, and more effective and
formidable to troops that had once been forced from their ground, he left the pursuit to them;
while he himself hastened to the part of the field where the infantry were engaged, and brought
his men up to support the Libyans. Then, by charging the Roman legions on the rear, and
harassing them by hurling squadron after squadron upon them at many points at once, he raised
the spirits of the Libyans, and dismayed and depressed that of the Romans.
It was at this point that Lucius Aemilius fell, in the thick of the fight, covered with wounds: a
man who did his duty to his country at that last hour of his life, as he had throughout its previous
years, if any man ever did. As long as the Romans could keep an unbroken front, to turn first in
one direction and then in another to meet the assaults of the enemy, they held out; but the outer
files of the circle continually falling, and the circle becoming more and more contracted, they at
last were all killed on the field; and among them Marcus Atilius and Gnaeus Servilius, the
Consuls of the previous year, who had shown themselves brave men and worthy of Rome in the
battle. While this struggle and carnage were going on, the Numidian horse were pursuing the
fugitives, most of whom they cut down or hurled from their horses; but some few escaped into
Venusia, among whom was Caius Terentius, the Consul, who thus sought a flight, as disgraceful
to himself, as his conduct in office had been disastrous to his country.
117. Such was the end of the battle of Cannae, in which both sides fought with the most
conspicuous gallantry, the conquered no less than the conquerors. This is proved by the fact that,
out of six thousand horse, only seventy escaped with Caius Terentius to Venusia, and about three
hundred of the allied cavalry to various towns in the neighborhood. Of the infantry ten thousand
were taken prisoners in fair fight, but were not actually engaged in the battle: of those who were
actually engaged only about three thousand perhaps escaped to the towns of the surrounding
district; all the rest died nobly, to the number of seventy thousand, the Carthaginians being on
this occasion, as on previous ones, mainly indebted for their victory to their superiority in
cavalry: a lesson to posterity that in actual war it is better to have half the number of infantry,
and the superiority in cavalry, than to engage your enemy with an equality in both. On the side of

Hannibal there fell four thousand Celts, fifteen hundred Iberians and Libyans, and about two
hundred horse.
The ten thousand Romans who were captured had not, as I said, been engaged in the actual
battle; and the reason was this. Lucius Aemilius left ten thousand infantry in his camp that, in
case Hannibal should disregard the safety of his own camp, and take his whole army onto the
field, they might seize the opportunity, while the battle was going on, of forcing their way in and
capturing the enemy's baggage; or if, on the other hand, Hannibal should, in view of this
contingency, leave a guard in his camp, the number of the enemy in the field might thereby be
diminished. These men were captured in the field in the following circumstances. Hannibal, as a
matter of fact, did leave a sufficient guard in his camp; and as soon as the battle began, the
Romans, according to their instructions, assaulted and tried to take those thus left by Hannibal.
At first they held their own: but just as they were beginning to waver, Hannibal, who was by this
time gaining a victory all along the line, came to their relief, and routing the Romans, shut them
up in their own camp; killed two thousand of them; and took all the rest prisoners. In like manner
the Numidian horse brought in all those who had taken refuge in the various strongholds about
the district, amounting to two thousand of the routed cavalry.
118. The result of this battle, such as I have described it, had the consequences which both sides
expected. For the Carthaginians by their victory were thenceforth masters of nearly the whole of
the Italian coast which is called Magna Graecia. Thus the Tarentines immediately submitted;
and the Arpani and some of the Campanian states invited Hannibal to come to them; and the rest
were with one consent turning their eyes to the Carthaginians: who, accordingly, began now to
have high hopes of being able to carry even Rome itself by assault. On their side the Romans,
even after this disaster, despaired of retaining their supremacy over the Italians, and were in the
greatest alarm, believing their own lives and the existence of their city to be in danger, and every
moment expecting that Hannibal would be upon them. For, as though Fortune herself were in
league with the disasters that had already befallen them to fill up the measure of their ruin, it
happened that only a few days afterwards, while the city was still in this panic, the Praetor who
had been sent to the Gaul fell unexpectedly into an ambush and perished, and his army was
utterly annihilated by the Celts.
In spite of all, however, the Senate left no means untried to save the State. It exhorted the people
to fresh exertions, strengthened the city with guards, and deliberated on the crisis in a brave and
manly spirit. And subsequent events made this manifest. For though the Romans were on that
occasion indisputably beaten in the field, and had lost their reputation for military prowess; by
the peculiar excellence of their political constitution, and the prudence of their counsels, they not
only recovered their supremacy over Italy, by eventually conquering the Carthaginians, but
before very long became masters of the whole world.
I shall, therefore, end this book at this point, having now recounted the events in Iberia and Italy
embraced by the 140th Olympiad. When I have arrived at the same period in my history of
Greece during this Olympiad, I shall then fulfill my promise of devoting a book to a formal
account of the Roman constitution itself; for I think that a description of it will not only be
germane to the matter of my history, but will also be of great help to practical statesmen, as well
as students, either in reforming or establishing other constitutions.

PSD2.4: Polybius, The Character of Hannibal, trans. Shuckburgh, Evelyn (London:
Macmillan), 1889.
Of all that befell the Romans and Carthaginians, good or bad, the cause was one man and one
mind---Hannibal. For it is notorious that he managed the Italian campaigns in person, and the
Spanish by the agency of the elder of his brothers, Hasdrubal, and subsequently by that of Mago,
the leaders who killed the two Roman generals in Spain about the same time. Again, he
conducted the Sicilian campaign first through Hippocrates and afterwards through Myttonus the
Libyan. So also in Greece and Illyria: and, by brandishing before their faces the dangers arising
from these latter places, he was enabled to distract the attention of the Romans thanks to his
understanding with King Philip [Philip V, King of Macedon]. So great and wonderful is the
influence of a Man, and a mind duly fitted by original constitution for any undertaking within the
reach of human powers.
But since the position of affairs has brought us to inquiry into the genius of Hannibal, the
occasion seems to me to demand that I should explain in regard to him the peculiarities of his
character which have been especially the subject of controversy. Some regard him as having
been extraordinarily cruel, some exceedingly grasping of money. But to speak the truth of him,
or of any person engaged in public affairs, is not easy. Some maintain that men's natures are
brought out by their circumstances, and that they are detected when in office, or as some say
when in misfortunes, though they have up to that time completely maintained their secrecy. 1, on
the contrary, do not regard this as a sound dictum. For I think that men in these circumstances are
compelled, not occasionally but frequently, either by the suggestions of friends or the complexity
of affairs, to speak and act contrary to real principles.
And there are many proofs of this to be found in past history if any one will give the necessary
attention. Is it not universally stated by the historians that Agathocles, tyrant of Sicily, after
having the reputation of extreme cruelty in his original measures for the establishment of his
dynasty, when he had once become convinced that his power over the Siceliots was firmly
established, is considered to have become the most humane and mild of rulers? Again, was not
Cleomenes of Sparta a most excellent king, a most cruel tyrant, and then again as a private
individual most obliging and benevolent? And yet it is not reasonable to suppose the most
opposite dispositions to exist in the same nature. They are compelled to change with the changes
of circumstances: and so some rulers often display to the world a disposition as opposite as
possible to their true nature. Therefore, the natures of men not only are not brought out by such
things, but on the contrary are rather obscured. The same effect is produced also not only in
commanders, despots, and kings, but in states also, by the suggestions of friends. For instance,
you will find the Athenians responsible for very few tyrannical acts, and of many kindly and
noble ones, while Aristeides and Pericles were at the head of the state: but quite the reverse when
Cleon and Chares were so. And when the Lacedaemonians were supreme in Greece, all the
measures taken by King Cleombrotus were conceived in the interests of their allies, but those by
Agesilaus not so. The characters of states therefore vary with the variations of their leaders. King
Philip again, when Taurion and Demetrius were acting with him, was most impious in his
conduct, but when Aratus or Chrysogonus, most humane.
The case of Hannibal seems to me to be on a par with these. His circumstances were so
extraordinary and shifting, his closest friends so widely different, that it is exceedingly difficult
to estimate his character from his proceedings in Italy. What those circumstances suggested to

him may easily be understood from what I have already said, and what is immediately to follow;
but it is not right to omit the suggestions made by his friends either, especially as this matter may
be rendered sufficiently clear by one instance of the advice offered him. At the time that
Hannibal was meditating the march from Iberia to Italy with his army, he was confronted with
the extreme difficulty of providing food and securing provisions, both because the journey was
thought to be of insuperable length, and because the barbarians that lived in the intervening
country were numerous and savage. It appears that at that time the difficulty frequently came on
for discussion at the council; and that one of his friends, called Hannibal Monomachus, gave it as
his opinion that there was one and only one way by which it was possible to get as far as Italy.
Upon Hannibal bidding him speak out, he said that they must teach the army to eat human flesh,
and make them accustomed to it. Hannibal could say nothing against the boldness and
effectiveness of the idea, but was unable to persuade himself or his friends to entertain it. It is
this man's acts in Italy that they say were attributed to Hannibal, to maintain the accusation of
cruelty, as well as such as were the result of circumstances.
Fond of money indeed he does seem to have been to a conspicuous degree, and to have had a
friend of the same character---Mago, who commanded in Bruttium. That account I got from the
Carthaginians themselves; for natives know best not only which way the wind lies, as the
proverb has it, but the characters also of their fellow-countrymen. But I heard a still more
detailed story from Massanissa, who maintained the charge of money-loving against all
Carthaginians generally, but especially against Hannibal and Mago called the Samnite. Among
other stories, he told me that these two men had arranged a most generous subdivision of
operations between each other from their earliest youth; and though they had each taken a very
large number of cities in Iberia and Italy by force or fraud, they had never taken part in the same
operation together; but had always schemed against each other, more than against the enemy, in
order to prevent the one being with the other at the taking of a city: that they might neither
quarrel in consequence of a thing of this sort nor have to divide the profit on the ground of their
equality of rank.
The influence of friends then, and still more that of circumstances, in doing violence to and
changing the natural character of Hannibal, is shown by what I have narrated and will be shown
by what I have to narrate. For as soon as Capua fell into the hands of the Romans, the other cities
naturally became restless, and began to look round for opportunities and pretexts for revolting
back again to Rome. It was then that Hannibal seems to have been at his lowest point of distress
and despair. For neither was he able to keep a watch upon all the cities so widely removed from
each other---while he remained entrenched at one spot, and the enemy were maneuvering against
him with several armies---nor could he divide his force into many parts; for he would have put
an easy victory into the hands of the enemy by becoming inferior to them in numbers, and
finding it impossible to be personally present at all points. Wherefore he was obliged to
completely abandon some of the cities, and withdraw his garrisons from others: being afraid lest,
in the course of the revolutions which might occur, he should lose his own soldiers as well. Some
cities again he made up his mind to treat with treacherous violence, removing their inhabitants to
other cities, and giving their property up to plunder; in consequence of which many were enraged
with him, and accused him of impiety or cruelty. For the fact was that these movements were
accompanied by robberies of money, murders, and violence, on various pretexts at the hands of
the outgoing or incoming soldiers in the cities, because they always supposed that the inhabitants

that were left behind were on the verge of turning over to the enemy. It is, therefore, very
difficult to express an opinion on the natural character of Hannibal, owing to the influence
exercised on it by the counsel of friends and the force of circumstances. The prevailing notion
about him, however, at Carthage was that he was greedy of money, at Rome that he was cruel . . .
PSD2.5: Polybius, The Third Punic War, trans. Shuckburgh, Evelyn (London:
Macmillan), 1889.
It may occur to some to ask why I have not given a dramatic turn to my narrative, now that I
have so striking a theme and a subject of such importance, by recording the actual speeches
delivered; a thing which the majority of historians have done, by giving the appropriate
arguments used on either side. That I do not reject this method altogether I have shown in several
parts of my work, in which I have recorded popular harangues and expositions delivered by
statesmen; but that I am not inclined to employ it on every occasion alike will now be made
clear; for it would not be easy to find a subject more remarkable than this, nor material more
ample for instituting a comparison of such a character. Nor indeed could any form of
composition be more convenient to me. Still, as I do not think it becoming in statesmen to be
ready with argument and exposition on every subject of debate without distinction, but rather to
adapt their speeches to the nature of the particular occasion, so neither do I think it right for
historians to practice their skill or show off their ability upon their readers: they ought on the
contrary to devote their whole energies to discover and record what was really and truly said, and
even of such words only those that are the most opportune and essential. . . .
This idea having been firmly fixed in the minds of all, they looked out for a suitable opportunity
and a decent pretext to justify them in the eyes of the world. For indeed the Romans were quite
rightly very careful on this point. For instance, the general impression that they were justified in
entering upon the war with Demetrius enhances the value of their victories, and diminishes the
risks incurred by their defeats; but if the pretext for doing so is lame and poor the contrary effects
are produced. Accordingly, as they differed as to the sentiments of the outer world on the
subject, they were very nearly abandoning the war.
When the Carthaginians had been some time deliberating how they should meet the message
from Rome [an ultimatum to break up their army and navy] they were reduced to a state of the
utmost embarrassment by the people of Utica anticipating their design by putting themselves
under the protection of Rome. This seemed their only hope of safety left: and they imagined that
such a step must win them favor at Rome: for to submit to put themselves and their country
under control was a thing which they had never done even in their darkest hour of danger and
defeat, with the enemy at their very walls. And now they had lost all the fruit of this resolve by
being anticipated by the people of Utica; for it would appear nothing novel or strange to the
Romans if they only did the same as that people. Accordingly, with a choice of two evils only
left, to accept war with courage or to surrender their independence, after a long and anxious
discussion held secretly in the Senate-house, they appointed two ambassadors with plenary
powers, and instructed them, that, in view of the existing state of things, they should do what
seemed for the advantage of their country. The names of these envoys were Gisco Strytanus,
Hamilcar, Misdes, Gillimas, and Mago. When they reached Rome from Carthage, they found
war already decreed and the generals actually started with their forces. Circumstances, therefore,
no longer giving them any power of deliberating, they offered an unconditional surrender.

I have spoken before about what this implies, but I must in this place also briefly remind my
readers of its import. Those who thus surrender themselves to the Roman authority, surrender all
territory and the cities in it, together with all men and women in all such territory or cities,
likewise rivers, harbors, temples, and tombs, so that the Romans should become actual lords of
all these, and those who surrender should remain lords of nothing whatever. On the
Carthaginians making a surrender to this effect, they were summoned into the Senate-house and
the Praetor delivered the Senate's decision, which was to this effect: "They had been well
advised, and therefore the Senate granted them freedom and the enjoyment of their laws; and
moreover, all their territory and the possession of their other property, public or private." The
Carthaginian envoys were much relieved when they heard this; thinking that, where the
alternatives were both miserable, the Senate had treated them well in conceding their most
necessary and important requirements. But presently the Praetor went on to state that they would
enjoy these concessions on condition of sending three hundred hostages to Lilybaeum within
thirty days, sons of members of the Hundred or the Senate, and obeying such commands as
should be imposed on them by the consuls. This dashed their satisfaction for a time, because they
had no means of knowing what orders were to be given them through the consuls; however, they
started at once, being anxious to report what had occurred to their countrymen with all speed.
When they arrived in Carthage and stated the facts, the citizens considered that the envoys had in
all respects acted with proper caution; but they were greatly alarmed and distressed by the fact
that in the answer no mention was made of the city itself.
At this juncture they say that Mago Brettius delivered a manly and statesmanlike speech. He
said:
"The Carthaginians had two opportunities of taking counsel in regard to themselves and their
country, one of which they had let pass; for in good truth it was no use now to question what was
going to be enjoined on them by the consuls, and why it was that the Senate had made no
mention of the city: they should have done that when they made the surrender. Having once
made that, they must clearly make up their mind to the necessity of submitting to every possible
injunction, unless it should prove to be something unbearably oppressive or beyond what they
could possibly expect. If they would not do this, they must now consider whether they preferred
to stand an invasion and all its possible consequences, or, in terror of the attack of the enemy,
accept without resistance every order they might impose upon them." But as the imminence of
war and the uncertainty of the future made every one inclined to submit to these injunctions, it
was decided to send the hostages to Lilybaeum. Three hundred young men were forthwith
selected and sent to Lilybaeum amidst loud expressions of sorrow and tears, each of them being
escorted by his nearest friends and relations, the whole scene being made especially moving by
the lamentations of the women. On landing at Lilybaeum the hostages were at once handed over
by the consuls to Quintus Fabius Maximus, who had been appointed to the command in Sicily at
that time. By him they were safely conveyed to Rome and confined in the dockyard of the sixbenched ships.
The hostages being thus disposed of, the consuls brought their fleet to the citadel of Utica. When
news of this reached Carthage, the city was in the utmost excitement and panic, not knowing
what to expect next. However, it was decided to send envoys to ask the consuls what they were
to do, and to state that they were all prepared to obey orders. The envoys arrived at the Roman
camp: the general's council was summoned: and they delivered their commission. The senior
Consul thereupon, after complimenting them on their policy and readiness to obey, bade them

hand over all arms and missiles in their possession without subterfuge or concealment. The
envoys answered that they would carry out the directions, but begged the Consul to consider
what would happen if the Carthaginians surrendered all their arms, and the Romans took them
and sailed away from the country. However, they gave them up. . . .It was clearly shown that the
resources of the city were enormous, for they surrendered to the Romans more than two hundred
thousand stands of arms and two thousand catapults. . .
The people had no idea what the announcement was going to be, but suspecting it from the
expression of the envoys' countenances, they immediately burst into a storm of cries and
lamentations.
[Shuckburgh: The consuls demanded that the whole people of Carthage should remove to some
other spot, to be not less than ten miles from the sea, and there build a new city ---Livy, Ep. 49].
Then all the Senators [of the Carthaginian Gerousia], uttering a cry of horror, remained as though
paralyzed by the shock. But the report having quickly spread among the people, the general
indignation at once found expression. Some made an attack on the envoys, as the guilty authors
of their misfortunes, while others wreaked their wrath upon all Italians caught within the city,
and others rushed to the town gates. . . .
[Shuckburgh: The Carthaginians determined to resist, and the consuls, who had not hurried to
Carthage, because they believed that resistance from an unarmed populace was impossible,
found, when they approached Carthage, that it was prepared to offer a vigorous resistance. Scipio
Aemilianus, on the strength of his family name, was elected Consul for 147-146 B.C., and
immediatly began operations to confine the Carthaginians to the city itself --Appian, Pun. 91ff;
Livy, Ep. 49]
Hamilcar Phameas was the general of the Carthaginians, a man in the very prime of life and of
great physical strength. What is of the utmost importance too for service in the field, he was an
excellent and bold horseman. . . . When he saw the advanced guard, Phameas, though not at all
deficient in courage, avoided coming to close quarters with Scipio [military tribune in 149-148
B.C.]: and on one occasion when he had come near his reserves, he got behind the cover of the
brow of a hill and halted there a considerable time....The Roman maniples fled to the top of a
hill; and when all had given their opinions, Scipio said, "When men are consulting what
measures to take at first, their object should be to avoid disaster rather than to inflict it." . . .It
ought not to excite surprise that I am more minute than usual in my account of Scipio and that I
give in detail everything which he said. . . . . . When Marcus Porcius Cato heard in Rome of the
glorious achievements of Scipio he uttered a palinode to his criticisms of him: "What have you
heard? He alone has the breath of wisdom in him: the rest are but flitting phantoms."

Book XXXVII. THERE was a great deal of talk of all sorts in Greece, first as to the
Carthaginians when the Romans conquered them, and subsequently as to the question of the
pseudo-Philip. The opinions expressed in regard to the Carthaginians were widely divided, and
indicated entirely opposite views. Some commended the Romans for their wise and statesmanlike policy in regard to that kingdom. For the removal of a perpetual menace, and the utter
destruction of a city which had disputed the supremacy with them, and could even then if it got
an opportunity have still been disputing it---thus securing the supremacy for their own country---

were the actions of sensible and far-sighted men. Others contradicted this, and asserted that the
Romans had no such policy in view when they obtained their supremacy; and that they had
gradually and insensibly become perverted to the same ambition for power, which had once
characterized the Athenians and Lacedaemonians; and though they had advanced more slowly
than these last, that they would from all appearances yet arrive at the same consummation. For in
old times they had only carried on war until their opponents were beaten, and induced to
acknowledge the obligation of obedience and acceptance of their orders; but that nowadays they
had given a foretaste of their policy by their conduct to Perseus, in utterly destroying the
Macedonian dynasty root and branch, and had given the finishing stroke to that policy by the
course adopted in regard to the Carthaginians; for though this latter people had committed no act
of irretrievable outrage, they had taken measures of irretrievable severity against them, in spite of
their offering to accept any terms, and submitting to any injunctions that might be placed upon
them.
Others again said that the Romans were generally a truly civilized people; and that they had this
peculiarity, on which they prided themselves, that they conducted their wars openly and
generously, not employing night surprises or ambuscades, but scorning every advantage to be
gained by stratagem and deceit, and regarding open and face-to-face combats as alone becoming
to their character: but that in the present instance their whole campaign against the Carthaginians
had been conducted by means of stratagem and deceit. Little by little---by holding out
inducements here, and practicing concealment there---they had deprived them of all hopes of
assistance from their allies. This was a line of conduct more appropriate by rights to the
intriguing chicanery of a monarchy, than to a republican and Roman policy.
Again, there were some who took the opposite line to these. They said that if it were really true
that, before the Carthaginians had made the surrender, the Romans had behaved as alleged,
holding out inducements here, and making half revelations there, they would be justly liable to
such charges; but if, on the contrary, it was only after the Carthaginians had themselves made the
surrender---acknowledging the right of the Romans to take what measures they chose concerning
them---that the latter in the exercise of their undoubted right had imposed and enjoined what they
determined upon, then this action must cease to be looked on as partaking of the nature of
impiety or treachery.
And some denied that it was an impiety at all: for there were three ways in which such a thing
could be defined, none of which applied to the conduct of the Romans. An impiety was
something done against the gods, or one's parents, or the dead; treachery was something done in
violation of oaths or written agreements; an injustice something done in violation of law and
custom. But the Romans could not be charged on any one of these counts: they had offended
neither the gods, their parents, nor the dead; nor had they broken oaths or treaties, but on the
contrary charged the Carthaginians with breaking them. Nor again had they violated laws,
customs, or their own good faith; for having received a voluntary surrender, with the full power
of doing what they pleased in the event of the submitting party not obeying their injunctions,
they had, in view of that eventuality having arisen, applied force to them.
Such was the view taken of these things in Greece....

A despatch from Manius Manilius to the Achaeans having reached the Peloponnese, saying that
they would oblige him by sending Polybius of Megalopolis with all speed to Lilybaeum, as he
was wanted on account of certain public affairs, the Achaeans decided to send him in accordance
with the letter of the consul. And as I felt bound to obey the Romans, I put everything else aside,
and sailed at the beginning of summer. But when we arrived at Corcyra, we found another
despatch from the consul to the Corcyreans had come, announcing that the Carthaginians had
already surrendered all the hostages to them, and were prepared to obey them. Thinking,
therefore, that the war was at an end, and that there was no more occasion for our services, we
sailed back to the Peloponnese....
It should not excite surprise that I sometimes designate myself by my proper name, and at other
times by the common forms of expression---for instance, "when I had said this," or "we had
agreed to this." For as I was much personally involved in the transactions about to be related, it
becomes necessary to vary the methods of indicating myself; that I may not weary by continual
repetition of my own name, nor again by introducing the words "of me," or "through me," at
every turn, fall insensibly into an appearance of egotism. I wished, on the contrary, by an
interchangeable use of these terms, and by selecting from time to time the one which seemed
most in place, to avoid, as far as could be, the offensiveness of talk about one's self; for such talk,
though naturally unacceptable, is frequently inevitable, when one cannot in any other way give a
clear exposition of the subjects. I am somewhat assisted in this point by the accident that, as far
as I know, no one up to our own time has ever had the same name as myself.
Massanissa, king of the Numidians in Africa, was the best man of all the kings of our time, and
the most completely fortunate; for he reigned more than sixty years in the soundest health and to
extreme old age---for he was ninety when he died. He was, besides, the most powerful man
physically of all his contemporaries: for instance, when it was necessary to stand, he would do so
without moving a foot all day long; and again, when he had once sat down to business he
remained there the whole day; nor did it distress him the least to remain in the saddle day and
night continuously; and at ninety years old, at which age he died, he left a son only four years
old, called Sthembanus, who was afterwards adopted by Micipses, and four sons besides. Owing,
again, to the affection existing between these sons, he kept his whole life free from any
treasonable plot and his kingdom unpolluted by any family tragedy. But his greatest and most
divine achievement was this: Numidia had been before his time universally unproductive, and
was looked upon as incapable of producing any cultivated fruits. He was the first and only man
who showed that it could produce cultivated fruits just as well as any other country whatever, by
cultivating farms to the extent of ten thousand plethra for each of his sons in different parts of it.
On this man's death, then, so much may reasonably and justly be said. Scipio arrived at Cirta on
the third day after his departure, and settled everything properly and fairly. . . . A little while
before his death he was seen, on the day following a great victory over the Carthaginians, sitting
outside his tent eating a piece of dirty bread, and on those who saw it expressing surprise at his
doing so, he said. . . .

Book XXXVIII.
Hasdrubal, the general of the Carthaginians, was a vain ostentatious person, very far from
possessing real strategic ability. There are numerous proofs of his want of judgment. In the first

place he appeared in full armor in his interview with Gulussa, king of the Numidians, with a
purple-dyed robe over his armor fastened by a brooch, and attended by ten bodyguards armed
with swords; and in the next place, having advanced in front of these armed attendants to a
distance of about twenty feet, he stood behind the trench and palisade and beckoned the king to
come to him, whereas it ought to have been quite the other way. However, Gulussa, after the
Numidian fashion, being not inclined to stand on ceremony, advanced towards him unattended,
and when he got near him asked him "Whom he was afraid of that he had come in full armor?"
And on his answering, "The Romans," Gulussa remarked: "Then you should not have trusted
yourself to the city, when there was no necessity for your doing so. However, what do you want,
and what do you ask me to do?" To which Hasdrubal replied: "I want you to go as our
ambassador to the Roman commander, and to undertake for us that we will obey every
injunction; only I beg of you both to abstain from harming this wretched city."
Then said Gulussa: "Your demand appears to me to be quite childish! Why, my good sir, what
you failed to get by your embassies from the Romans, who were then quietly encamped at Utica,
and before a blow had been struck, how can you expect to have granted you now, when you have
been completely invested by sea and land, and have almost given up every hope of safety?" To
which Hasdrubal replied that "Gulussa was ill-informed; for they still had good hopes of their
outside allies,"---for he had not yet heard about the Mauretanii, and thought that the forces in the
country were still unconquered, ---"nor were they in despair as to their own ultimate safety. And
above all, they trusted in the support of the gods, and in what they might expect from them; for
they believed that they would not disregard the flagrant violation of treaty from which they were
suffering, but would give them many opportunities of securing their safety. Therefore he called
on the Roman commander in the name of the gods and of Fortune to spare the city; with the
distinct understanding that, if its inhabitants failed to obtain this grace, they would be cut to
pieces to the last man sooner than evacuate it." After some more conversation of the same sort,
these men separated for the present, having made an appointment to meet again on the third day
from that time.
On Gulussa communicating to him what had been said, Scipio remarked with a laugh: "Oh, then,
it was because you intended to make this demand that you displayed that abominable cruelty to
our prisoners! And you trust in the gods, do you, after violating even the laws of men?" The king
went on to remind Scipio that above all things it was necessary to finish the business speedily;
for, apart from unforeseen contingencies, the consular elections were now close at hand, and it
was only right to have regard to that, lest, if the winter found them just where they were, another
Consul would come to supersede him, and without any trouble get all the credit of his labors.
These words induced Scipio to give directions to offer Hasdrubal safety for himself, his wife and
children, and ten families of his friends and relations, and permission to take ten talents of his
private property and to bring out with him whichever of his slaves he chose. With these
concessions, therefore, Gulussa went to his meeting with Hasdrubal on the third day, who again
came forward with great pomp and at a dignified step, clothed in his purple robe and full suit of
armor, so as to cast the tyrants of tragedy far into the shade. He was naturally fat, but at that time
he had grown extremely corpulent, and had become more than usually red from exposure to the
sun, so that he seemed to be living like fat oxen at a fair; and not at all like a man to be in
command at a time of such terrible miseries as cannot easily be described in words. When he met
the king, and heard the offer of the Consul, he slapped his thigh again and again, and appealing
to the gods and Fortune declared that "The day would never come on which Hasdrubal would

behold the sun and his native city in flames; for to the nobly-minded one's country and its
burning houses were a glorious funeral pile."
These expressions force us to feel some admiration for the man and the nobility of his language;
but when we come to view his administration of affairs, we cannot fail to be struck by his want
of spirit and courage; for at a time when his fellow-citizens were absolutely perishing with
famine, he gave banquets and had second courses put on of a costly kind, and by his own
excellent physical condition made their misery more conspicuous. For the number of the dying
surpassed belief, as well as the number who deserted every day from hunger. However, by
fiercely rebuking some, and by executing as well as abusing others, he cowed the common
people: and by this means retained, in a country reduced to the lowest depths of misfortune, an
authority which a tyrant would scarcely enjoy in a prosperous city. Therefore I think I was
justified in saying that two leaders more like each other than those who at that time directed the
affairs of Greece and Carthage it would not be easy to find. And this will be rendered manifest
when we come to a formal comparison of them....

Book XXXIX:
[Shuckburgh: After various operations during the autumn of 147 B.C., the upshot of which was
to put the whole of the open country in Roman hands, in the beginning of spring, 146 B.C.,
Scipio delivered his final attack on Carthage, taking first the quarter of the merchants' harbor,
then the war harbor, and then the market-place. There only remained the streets leading to the
Byrsa and the Byrsa itself. ---Appian, Pun., 123-126; Livy, Ep. 51].
Having got within the walls, while the Carthaginians still held out on the citadel, Scipio found
that the arm of the sea which intervened was not at all deep; and upon Polybius advising him to
set it with iron spikes or drive sharp wooden stakes into it, to prevent the enemy crossing it and
attacking the mole [the mole of huge stones constructed to block up the mouth of the harbor], he
said that, having taken the walls and got inside the city, it would be ridiculous to take measures
to avoid fighting the enemy. . . .
The pompous Hasdrubal threw himself on his knees before the Roman commander, quite
forgetful of his proud language. . . When the Carthaginian commander thus threw himself as a
suppliant at Scipio's knees, the proconsul with a glance at those present said: "See what Fortune
is, gentlemen! What an example she makes of irrational men! This is the Hasdrubal who but the
other day disdained the large favors which I offered him, and said that the most glorious funeral
pyre was one's country and its burning ruins. Now he comes with suppliant wreaths, beseeching
us for spare life and resting all his hopes on us. Who would not learn from such a spectacle that a
mere man should never say or do anything presumptuous?" Then some of the deserters came to
the edge of the roof and begged the front ranks of the assailants to hold their hands for a little;
and, on Scipio ordering a halt, they began abusing Hasdrubal, some for his perjury, declaring that
he had sworn again and again on the altars that he would never abandon them, and others for his
cowardice and utter baseness: and they did this in the most unsparing language, and with the
bitterest terms of abuse. And just at this moment Hasdrubal's wife, seeing him seated in front of
the enemy with Scipio, advanced in front of the deserters, dressed in noble and dignified attire
herself, but holding in her hands, on either side, her two boys dressed only in short tunics and
shielded under her own robes. First she addressed Hasdrubal by his name, and when he said

nothing but remained with his head bowed to the ground, she began by calling on the name of
the gods, and next thanked Scipio warmly because, as far as he could secure it, both she and her
children were saved. And then, pausing for a short time, she asked Hasdrubal how he had had the
heart to secure this favor from the Roman general for himself alone, and, leaving his fellowcitizens who trusted in him in the most miserable plight, had gone over secretly to the enemy?
And how he had the assurance to be sitting there holding suppliant boughs, in the face of the
very men to whom he had frequently said that the day would never come in which the sun would
see Hasdrubal alive and his native city in flames....
[Shuckburgh: Hasdrubal's wife finally threw herself and her children from the citadel into the
burning streets. ---Livy, Ep. 51].
After an interview with [Scipio], in which he was kindly treated, Hasdrubal desired leave to go
away from the town....
At the sight of the city utterly perishing amidst the flames Scipio burst into tears, and stood long
reflecting on the inevitable change which awaits cities, nations, and dynasties, one and all, as it
does every one of us men. This, he thought, had befallen Ilium, once a powerful city, and the
once mighty empires of the Assyrians, Medes, Persians, and that of Macedonia lately so
splendid. And unintentionally or purposely he quoted---the words perhaps escaping him
unconsciously--"The day shall be when holy Troy shall fall
And Priam, lord of spears, and Priam's folk."
And on my asking him boldly (for I had been his tutor) what he meant by these words, he did not
name Rome distinctly, but was evidently fearing for her, from this sight of the mutability of
human affairs. . . . Another still more remarkable saying of his I may record. . . [When he had
given the order for firing the town] he immediately turned round and grasped me by the hand and
said: "O Polybius, it is a grand thing, but, I know not how, I feel a terror and dread, lest some one
should one day give the same order about my own native city." . . . Any observation more
practical or sensible it is not easy to make. For in the midst of supreme success for one's self and
of disaster for the enemy, to take thought of one's own position and of the possible reverse which
may come, and in a word to keep well in mind in the midst of prosperity the mutability of
Fortune, is the characteristic of a great man, a man free from weaknesses and worthy to be
remembered.
PSD3.1: Caesar, Julius, The Germans, ed. Ogg, Frederic Austin (New York: Cooper
Square Publishers), 1972, pg. 20-22.
21. The customs of the Germans differ widely from those of the Gauls; for neither have they
Druids to preside over religious services, nor do they give much attention to sacrifices. They
count in the number of their gods those only whom they can see, and by whose favors they are
clearly aided; that is to say, the Sun, Vulcan, and the Moon. Of other deities they have never
even heard. Their whole life is spent in hunting and in war. From childhood they are trained in
labor and hardship.

22. They are not devoted to agriculture, and the greater portion of their food consists of milk,
cheese, and flesh. No one owns a particular piece of land, with fixed limits, but each year the
magistrates and the chiefs assign to the clans and the bands of kinsmen who have assembled
together as much land as they think proper, and in whatever place they desire, and the next year
compel them to move to some other place. They give many reasons for this custom---that the
people may not lose their zeal for war through habits established by prolonged attention to the
cultivation of the soil; that they may not be eager to acquire large possessions, and that the
stronger may not drive the weaker from their property; that they may not build too carefully, in
order to avoid cold and heat; that the love of money may not spring up, from which arise quarrels
and dissensions; and, finally, that the common people may live in contentment, since each person
sees that his wealth is kept equal to that of the most powerful.
23. It is a matter of the greatest glory to the tribes to lay waste, as widely as possible, the lands
bordering their territory, thus making them uninhabitable. They regard it as the best proof of
their valor that their neighbors are forced to withdraw from those lands and hardly any one dares
set foot there; at the same time they think that they will thus be more secure, since the fear of a
sudden invasion is removed. When a tribe is either repelling an invasion or attacking an outside
people, magistrates are chosen to lead in the war, and these are given the power of life and death.
In times of peace there is no general magistrate, but the chiefs of the districts and cantons render
justice among their own people and settle disputes. Robbery, if committed beyond the borders of
the tribe, is not regarded as disgraceful, and they say that it is practiced for the sake of training
the youth and preventing idleness. When any one of the chiefs has declared in an assembly that
he is going to be the leader of an expedition, and that those who wish to follow him should give
in their names, they who approve of the undertaking, and of the man, stand up and promise their
assistance, and are applauded by the people. Such of these as do not then follow him are looked
upon as deserters and traitors, and from that day no one has any faith in them.
To mistreat a guest they consider to be a crime. They protect from injury those who have come
among them for any purpose whatever, and regard them as sacred. To them the houses of all are
open and food is freely supplied.
PSD3.2: Prosper and Annonymous, Pope Leo I and Attila: Two Accounts, trans.
Robinson, J.H. (Boston: Ginn), 1905.
Prosper: Account 1
Now Attila, having once more collected his forces which had been scattered in Gaul [at the battle
of Chalons], took his way through Pannonia into Italy. . . To the emperor and the senate and
Roman people none of all the proposed plans to oppose the enemy seemed so practicable as to
send legates to the most savage king and beg for peace. Our most blessed Pope Leo -trusting in
the help of God, who never fails the righteous in their trials - undertook the task, accompanied by
Avienus, a man of consular rank, and the prefect Trygetius. And the outcome was what his faith
had foreseen; for when the king had received the embassy, he was so impressed by the presence
of the high priest that he ordered his army to give up warfare and, after he had promised peace,
he departed beyond the Danube.

Anonyomus Later Account 1
[somewhat condensed]
Attila, the leader of the Huns, who was called the scourge of God, came into Italy, inflamed with
fury, after he had laid waste with most savage frenzy Thrace and Illyricum, Macedonia and
Moesia, Achaia and Greece, Pannonia and Germany. He was utterly cruel in inflicting torture,
greedy in plundering, insolent in abuse. . . . He destroyed Aquileia from the foundations and
razed to the ground those regal cities, Pavia and Milan ; he laid waste many other towns, and was
rushing down upon Rome. [This is, of course, an exaggeration. Attila does not seem to have
destroyed the buildings, even in Milan and Pavia.]
Then Leo had compassion on the calamity of Italy and Rome, and with one of the consuls and a
lar,e part of the Roman senate he went to meet Attila. The old man of harmless simplicity,
venerable in his gray hair and his majestic garb, ready of his own will to give himself entirely for
the defense of his flock, went forth to meet the tyrant who was destroying all things. He met
Attila, it is said, in the neighborhood of the river Mincio, and he spoke to the grim monarch,
saying "The senate and the people of Rome, once conquerors of the world, now indeed
vanquished, come before thee as suppliants. We pray for mercy and deliverance. O Attila, thou
king of kings, thou couldst have no greater glory than to see suppliant at thy feet this people
before whom once all peoples and kings lay suppliant. Thou hast subdued, O Attila, the whole
circle of the lands which it was granted to the Romans, victors over all peoples, to conquer. Now
we pray that thou, who hast conquered others, shouldst conquer thyself The people have felt thy
scourge; now as suppliants they would feel thy mercy."
As Leo said these things Attila stood looking upon his venerable garb and aspect, silent, as if
thinking deeply. And lo, suddenly there were seen the apostles Peter and Paul, clad like bishops,
standing by Leo, the one on the right hand, the other on the left. They held swords stretched out
over his head, and threatened Attila with death if he did not obey the pope's command.
Wherefore Attila was appeased he who had raged as one mad. He by Leo's intercession,
straightway promised a lasting peace and withdrew beyond the Danube.
PSD3.3: Procopius of Caesarea, Alaric’s Sack of Rome, 410 CE, trans. Dewing, H.B.
(London: Harvard University Press), 1954, pg. 11-23.
But the Visigoths, separating from the others, removed from there and at first entered into an
alliance with the Emperor Arcadius, but at a later time (for faith with the Romans cannot dwell in
barbarians), under the leadership of Alaric, they became hostile to both emperors, and, beginning
with Thrace, treated all Europe as an enemy's land. Now the emperor Honorius had before this
time been sitting in Rome, with never a thought of war in his mind, but glad, I think, if men
allowed him to remain quiet in his palace. But when word was brought that the barbarians with a
great army were not far off, but somewhere among the Taulantii (in Illyricum), he abandoned the
palace and fled in disorderly fashion to Ravenna, a strong city lying just about at the end of the
Ionian Gulf, while some say that he brought in the barbarians himself, because an uprising had
been started against him among his subjects; but this does not seem to me trustworthy, as far, at
least, as one can judge of the character of the man. And the barbarians, finding that they had no
hostile force to encounter them, became the most cruel of all men. For they destroyed all the

cities which they captured, especially those south of the Ionian Gulf, so completely that nothing
has been left to my time to know them by, unless, indeed, it might be one tower or one gate or
some such thing which chanced to remain. And they killed all the people, as many as came in
their way, both old and young alike, sparing neither women nor children. Wherefore, even up to
the present time Italy is sparsely populated. They also gathered as plunder all the money out of
all Europe, and, most important of all, they left in Rome nothing whatever of public or private
wealth when they moved on to Gaul. But I shall now tell how Alaric captured Rome.
After much time had been spent by him in the siege, and he had not been able either by force or
by any other device to capture the place, he formed the following plan. Among the youths in the
army whose beards had not yet grown, but who had just come of age, he chose out three hundred
whom he knew to be of good birth and possessed of valor beyond their years, and told them
secretly that he was about to make a present of them to certain of the patricians in Rome,
pretending that they were slaves. And he instructed them that, as soon as they got inside the
houses of those men, they should display much gentleness and moderation and serve them
eagerly in whatever tasks should be laid upon them by their owners; and he further directed them
that not long afterwards, on an appointed day at midday, when all those who were to be their
masters would most likely be already asleep after their meal, they should all come to the gate
called Salarian and with a sudden rush kill the guards, who would have no previous knowledge
of the plot, and open the gates as quickly as possible. After giving these orders to the youths,
Alaric straightway sent ambassadors to the members of the senate, stating that he admired them
for their loyalty toward their emperor, and that he would trouble them no longer, because of their
valor and faithfulness, with which it was plain that they were endowed to a remarkable degree,
and in order that tokens of himself might be preserved among men both noble and brave, he
wished to present each one of them with some domestics.
After making this declaration and sending the youths no long afterwards, he commanded the
barbarians to make preparations for the departure, and he let this be known to the Romans. And
they heard his words gladly, and receiving the gifts began to be exceedingly happy, since they
were completely ignorant of the plot of the barbarians. For the youths, by being unusually
obedient to their owners, averted suspicion, and in the camp some were already seen moving
from their positions and raising the siege, while it seemed that the others were just on the point
of doing the very same thing. But when the appointed day had come, Alaric armed his whole
force for the attack and was holding them in readiness close by the Salarian Gate; for it happened
that he had encamped there at the beginning of the siege. And all the youths at the time of the
day agreed upon came to this gate, and, assailing the guards suddenly, put them to death; then
they opened the gates and received Alaric and the army into the city at their leisure. And they set
fire to the houses which were next to the gate, among which was also the house of Sallust, who
in ancient times wrote the history of the Romans, and the greater part of this house has stood
half-burned up to my time; and after plundering the whole city and destroying the most of the
Romans, they moved on.
At that time they say that the Emperor Honorius in Ravenna received the message from one of
the eunuchs, evidently a keeper of the poultry, that Rome had perished. And he cried out and
said, "And yet it has just eaten from my hands!" For he had a very large cock, Roma by name;
and the eunuch comprehending his words said that it was the city of Rome which had perished at
the hands of Alaric, and the emperor with a sigh of relief answered quickly, "But I, my good
fellow, thought that my fowl Roma had perished." So great, they say, was the folly with which

this emperor was possessed. But some say that Rome was not captured in this way by Alaric, but
that Proba, a woman of very unusual eminence in wealth and in fame among the Roman
senatorial class, felt pity for the Romans who were being destroyed by hunger and the other
suffering they endured; for they were already even tasting each other's flesh; and seeing that
every good hope had left them, since both the river and the harbor were held by the enemy, she
commanded her domestics, they say, to open the gates by night.
Now when Alaric was about to depart from Rome, he declared Attalus, one of their nobles,
emperor of the Romans, investing him with the diadem and the purple and whatever else pertains
to the imperial dignity. And he did this with the intention of removing Honorius from his throne
and of giving over the whole power in the West to Attalus. With such a purpose, then, both
Attalus and Alaric were going with a great army against Ravenna. But this Attalus was neither
able to think wisely by himself, nor to be persuaded by one who had wisdom to offer. So while
Alaric did not by any means approve the plan, Attalus sent commanders to Libya without an
army. Thus then, were these things going on.
And the island of Britannia revolted from the Romans, and the soldiers there chose as their
emperor Constantinus, a man of no mean station. And he straightway gathered a fleet of ships
and a formidable army and invaded both Spain and Gaul with a great force, thinking to enslave
these countries. But Honorius was holding ships in readiness and waiting to see what would
happen in Libya, in order that, if those sent by Attalus were repulsed, he might himself sail for
Libya and keep some portion of his own kingdom, while if matters there should go against him,
he might reach Theodosius [Theodosius II, Emperor in the East, 408-450 A.D.] and remain with
him. For Arcadius had already died long before, and his son Theodosius, still a very young child,
held the power of the East. But while Honorius was thus anxiously awaiting the outcome of these
events and tossed amid the billows of uncertain fortune, it so chanced that some wonderful
pieces of good fortune befell him. For God is accustomed to succor those who are neither clever
nor able to devise anything of themselves, and to lend them assistance, if they be not wicked,
when they are in the last extremity of despair; such a thing, indeed, befell this emperor. For it
was suddenly reported from Libya that the commanders of Attalus had been destroyed, and that a
host of ships was at hand from Byzantium with a very great number of soldiers who had come to
assist him, though he had not expected them, and that Alaric, having quarreled with Attalus, had
stripped him of the emperor's garb and was now keeping him under guard in the position of a
private citizen.
And afterwards Alaric died of disease, and the army of the Visigoths under the leadership of
Adaulphus proceeded into Gaul, and Constantinus, defeated in battle, died with his sons.
However, the Romans never succeeded in recovering Britannia, but it remained from that time
on under tyrants.
PSD4.1: Muslim Hostages Slain at Acre, 1191, trans. Brundage, James (Milwaukee, WI:
Marquette University Press), 1962, pg. 183-184.
King Richard awaited the expiration of the time set by the agreement between him and the
Turks, as mentioned earlier. Meanwhile, he had the siege machines and mangonels loaded into
packs for transport. Even after the period set by the Saracens for the return of the Holy Cross and
the freeing of the hostages [on the conditions mentioned before] had ended, be waited three
weeks beyond the time limit to see if Saladin would remain faithful to what had been done or if

the treaty maker would further violate his agreement. King Richard thought that since Saladin
seemed to care nothing about it, perhaps God would so arrange things that something even better
might come of it. Too, the Saracens might need a delay in order to fulfill their promise and to
seek for the Holy Cross.
Frequently you could hear the Christians seeking for news of when the Holy Cross would come.
God, however, did not wish it to be returned at that time for the liberation of those whose
freedom had been promised for its return. Rather, he wished them to perish. One man said to
another: "The Cross has come now!" Another man said to someone else: "It has been seen in the
Saracen army." But all of them were mistaken.
Saladin bad not arranged for the return of the Holy Cross. Instead, he neglected the hostages who
were held as security for its return. He hoped, indeed, that by using the Holy Cross he could gain
much greater concessions in negotiation. Saladin meanwhile was sending gifts and messengers to
the King, gaining time by false and clever words. He fulfilled none of his promises, but by an
increasing use of graceful and ambiguous words he attempted for a long time to keep the King
from making up his mind....
Later, indeed, after the time limit had more than passed, King Richard determined that Saladin
had hardened his heart and cared no longer about ransoming the hostages. He assembled a
council of the greater men among the people and they decided that they would wait in vain no
longer, but that they would behead the captives. They decided, however, to set apart some of the
greater and more noble men on the chance that they might be ransomed or exchanged for some
other Christian captives.
King Richard always hoped to overwhelm the Turks completely, to crush their impudent
arrogance, to confound the Moslem law, and to vindicate Christianity.
On the Friday next after the feast of the Assumption of Blessed Mary, [August 16, the date when
the decision to massacre the Muslims was made. It was done on August 20] he ordered that two
thousand seven hundred of the vanquished Turkish hostages be led out of the city and
decapitated. Without delay his assistants rushed up and quickly carried out the order. They gave
heartfelt thanks, since with the approval of divine grace, they were taking vengeance in kind for
the death of the Christians whom these people had slaughtered with the missiles of their bows
and ballistas.
PSD4.2: Shama, Abu, Massacre of the Muslim Prisoners, trans. Gabrieli, Francesco
(California: University of California Press), 1984. Print.
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