


speciAi

coLLecrioNS

t)OUQLAS

LibRAR:?

queeN's UNiveusiT^?

AT kiNQSirON

kiNQSTON ONTARIO CANADA







AN

ADDRESS
TO THE

ELECTORS
o»

Great Britain.

LONDON:

PHINTED FOR J. JOHNSON, IN ST. PaUL's CI» U R. C H- Y A R D

T. EVAN5, P ATER-NOSTKR-ROW ; AND J. DESRSTT,

IN PICCADILLY,

MDCCXCVl,

[PRICE SIXPENCE.;!



,Hi^ii' iyi<^' i<oi



k^^^^

FRIENDS And countrymen,

BY the diffolution of the laft Parliament, you

are called upon to exercife a truft, and to

difcharge a duty, of the higheft importance

to the community, to yourfelves, and to your pofte-

rityj to eledt the members of a new Parliament, at a

period extremely critical, and which calls for the moft

a<5l:ive exertions of every fmcere friend to the freedom

and to the fehcity of our country. The ftate of

reprelentation in Great Britain is not now what it

ought to be i but the fraaller the number of the prc-
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fcnt clcclors, of the more confequence In is, that

thofe, in whom the right of fufFrage is vefted, lliould

difcharge that important truft with integrity and with

difcernmcnt.

In the choice of members of Parliament, the great

objcft of the cle6tors, in every diftrift, Ihoiild be,

to fix on men of integrity, and polTefled of fufEcient

abihties to difcharge the truft with reputation to

lliemfelvcs, and with advantage to their country. No

private confiderations, no perfonal partialities, fhould

induce you to vote for an improper or an incapable

reprefentative. The man who, from felfifh or in-

terefled views, votes for an improper, or incompetent

perfon, to reprefent him in parliament, is guilty of

a greater crime againll his country, than is compre-

hended in many of thofe a6lions, which are deemed

criminal by the law, and for which death is inflicted.

It is extremely common, for applications to be

made to perfons, to vote againll their confciences,

from motives of private interefl ; but, on fuch occa-

Iions, every honeft man Ihould rejeft the propofal

:with difdain. He fhould anfwer, with firmnefs, in

terms fomcwhat fimilar to thefe ;
" If you, fir, have

** rcn-
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*" rendered me lervices, or may have it In your

*' power to render me fervices, that will not juftify

*' me for violating my confciencc, by voting for an

" improper perfon to be a member of the great

•* council of the nation. I owe a duty to my

" country, and I fliall ceafe to be an honeft man,

*' if I do not difcharge that duty. Whatever

** fcrvices I may have received from any man, or

" whatever expectations I may have of receiving

'* icrvices, I will difcharge my duty to my country,

'* by voting for that man as my reprefentative in

" parliament, whom I conceive to be the moft vir-

" tuous, and the befl qualified to difcharge the duties

'' of his office."

It is, perhaps, more eafy to flate, who are impro-

per perfons to be eleded reprefentatives of the people,

than it is to point out fit and proper perfons, and

fuch as are well qualified for the duties of the office.

It may at once be determined, that all placemen,

penfioners, men who hold commilTions or offices

under the crown, all military and naval officers, are,

from their very fituation, improper perfons to be

returned to parliament. One great defign of the

houfe of commons was to be a check, and a controul,

upon
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Upon the crown, and the crown officers. It is, there-

fore, manifeftly abfurd, that the fervants of the crown

Ihould be elected reprefentatives of the people.

By the prefent Qualification laws, your choice is

in fome degree limited. No talents, and no virtues,

are thought fufficient to qualify a man for the office

of an Englilh fenator, without the polTefTion of a cer-

tain degree of property. If polTefTed of that pro-

perty, though deftitute of common honefty, and

with an underftanding very little removed above that

ofan idiot, he may be returned to parliament. As the

Qualification laws now ftand, if Andrew Marvjell

were living, he could not be ele6led a reprefentative

of the meanefl borough. His knowledge, his elo-

quence, his integrity, would not be thought proper

or fufficient qualifications, widiout the pofTeffion of

that degree of fortune which the prefent law5 have

prefcribed, and which he undoubtedly did not polTefs.

Any wealthy knave, or blockhead, in his neighbour-

hood, v/ho Ihould think proper to offer himfelf, mtlft,

by law, be elefted in preference to him.

BvfT not\vithflanding the limitation of the prefent

Qualification laws, it appears reafonable to fuppofe,

that
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that, in Urge diflrlfts, fome perfons might be found,

poireiTcd of the proj^rty which the picl'ent laws

require, men of fair charadters, and not wholly defti-

tute of knowledge and ability. It feems extraordi-

nary, that, in fo large a place as London, four men

(Cannot be found to reprefent it in parliament, wlio

are poffefled of fufficient property, and at the fame

time men of integrity, and of refpedlable intelledual

endowments. But I need not inform any intelligent

citizen of London, that the reprefentatives of that

icity are not always of this cliarader.

It muit be highly proper for the cidzcns of Lon-

don, at the prefent period, to confider, whether their

reprefentatives, in the laft parliament, paid the atten-

tion which they ought to have done, in framing the

|ate a<5t for the London Militia, to the rights of the

pitizens, and to their antient privileges and immuni-

ties. If this was not the cafe, and if the Militia of

Lx>ndon, by the late aft, was rendered more depen-

dent on the crown than formerly, thofe reprefentatives

of the metropolis, who promoted fuch an a6l, or

who concurred in it, muft be unworthy of the future

fonfidence of the citizens.

Men,
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Men, who have frequently abfented themfelves from

their duty in parliament, when great and important

queflions were agitated there, ought not to be again

returned. Nor ought any man to be ele(5ted, for

any part of the kingdom, wJio voted in fupport of

the two late bills, called Mr. Pitt's and Lord Gren-

viile's bills. Indeed, no man can have a reafonable

claim to your fufFrages, who did not attend in his

place to oppofe thofe bills. A defertion of the

intercfts of his conftituents, on fuch an occafion,

ought to be confidered as a flagrant violation of his

duty as a reprefentative.

From the moment that those bills passed,

England was degraded, and the inhabitants

of it had no longer any just claim to be

RANKED AMONG FREE NATIONS.. To confidcr any

country as a free country, in which an hundred per-

fons cannot legally meet, to confider whether they

are aggrieved, or whether they Ihall even petition

the legiflature, without the confent of magiftrates

appointed by the crown, is perfeftly abfurd. It is

certain, that more liberty was enjoyed, by law,

IN the reign of James the second, than the peo-

ple of this country have been in pofTefllon of, fince

9 the
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the pafTing of tlicfc bills. It this (Uucinciit be true,

and I will venture to affirm, that no mar. in tlic king-

dom can jullly controvert it, it becomes your reprc-

fentativcs very fcrioufly to confider, whether thofe

purpofes have been anfwcrec], for which the Revolu-

tion was efFedled, and for which the princes of the

houfe of Hanover have been railed to the throne of

thefe kin";doms.
"O"

Many of the evils, under which tliis country now

labours, have been the refult of the negligence, or

venality, of the people, in the choice of tlieir repre-

fentatives. More than one half of the taxes, now

paid by the people of this country, have been the

refult of impolitic and unnecefTary wars. This could

not have been the cafe, if the inhabitants of Great

Britain had chofcn men as their reprefcntatives, who

underflood the intereft of their country, and were

fincerely defirous of promoting it.

Im your choice of reprefcntatives, be particularly

careful not to eled: men, who will venture to do no

bufincfs in the houfe of comm.ons, till the chancellor

of the exchequer makes his appearance there. Such

men difgrace themfclves, their conftituents, and their

B country.
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country. Placemen, penfioners, contraflors, and

miniflerial hirelings of various orders, feel, or afFeft

to feel, that implicit reverence for the prime minifter

for the time being j but that reverence is not felt,

never was felt, and never can be felt, by any truly

independant reprefentative of the people. When-

ever you have an honeft houfe of commons, thefc

will be a total end to that arrogance in the prime

minifter, and that fervility in the reprefentatives of

the people, which were fo ftrikingly and fo difho-

nourably exhibited, in the laft and in preceding parliJV-

ments.

In every diftrid of the kingdom, my friends and

countrymen, you Ihould endeavour to eledl, as your

reprefentatives, men of integrity, of public fpirir, and

of abilities. Whenever you can meet with fuch men,

no interefted confiderations fhould lead you to give

the preference to any others. And when your mem-

bers are eledled, you have an undoubted right to give

them inftru6lions refpefting their parliamentary con-

duct. The right of inflru6ting your reprefentatives

is founded upon unqueftionable reafon, and the prac-

tice of your anceftors for time immemorial. Nor

was there ever a period, when it was more proper for

6 die
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the people to inflruft their reprcfcntatives tlian tlic

prefcnt. The nation has been involved in the molt

extreme difficulties, from the mifconduct of the mi-

niftry, and the treacherous acquicfcence of the la(^

parliament; and it feems, therefore, indifpenfably

ncceflary, that you fhould give the moft exprefs di-

reftions to your new reprefentatives, not to copy the

difgraceful example of their predeceflbrs. For of

the laft parliament, it has been veiy truly and jufUy

faid, by one of its mod diftinguifhed members, thatj

it has " added more to the burthens, and taken away

•* more from the rights of the fubjecb, than any par-

** liament recorded in the annals of our country."

Instruct your members, that the people of this

country have a right to expe(5l fliorter parliaments,

and a more general and equal reprefentation. As to

the inequahty of the reprefentation, it was dated in

the petition of the fociety, called " the Friends of

the People," which was preftntcd to the lafl: parlia-

<nent, that " the number of reprefentatives, afligned

to the different counties, is grofsly difproportioned to

their comparative extent, population, and trade;" and

that " the elective franchifc is fo partially and une-

i^ually diftributed, and is in fo many inflances com-

B 2 mictecj
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mlttal to bodies of men of fuch very limited numbers,

that the majority of the houfc of commons is eledled

by lefs than fifteen thoiifand electors i which, even

if the male adults in the kingdom be eftimated at fo

low a number as three millions, is not more than the

two hundredth part of the people to be reprefented."

It was alfo ftated in the fame petition, that " eighty-

four individuals do, by their own immediate authority,

fend one hundred ajid nfty-feven members to parlia-

ment." Of thefe facts evidence was offered to be

produced at the bar of the laft houfe of commons ;

and though a committee was appointed to take the

petition into confideration, that aflembly was too

corrupt ever to enter into any ferious invefligation of

the fubjecH:.

Instruct your reprefentatlves, that one of their

firft objects fnould be, to reftore to the people tliofe

righto, of which they were unjuflly deprived, under

the moft contemptible pretences, by the lafl parlia-

ment. Remind them, that the Revolution was

effected, in order to eftablifli the rights of the people;

and that it was' to eflabilfh thofe rights, and for no

other purpofe,^ that the princes of the houfe of

Hanover were r^iifcd to the throne of Great Britain j

and
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and that die princes of that family have no other

legitimate claim than what is founded on thofe rights.

And alfo inform your reprefcntatives, that it is you^"

opinion, that the prefervation of the lives of princes,

of any family, ought nor to he made a pretence fox

trampling on the rights of a whole nation.

Inform your reprefentatives, thatj at thofe periods

when parliaments were virtuous and independent, it

was not unufual for the houfe of commons to attend

to the proceedings of the courts of law, and to ani-

madvert on the conduct of the judges, and even to

proceed to impeachment, when that condud; appeared

to be criminal. Inftrudl your reprefentatives, that

they may inflrucl; the lervants of the crown, that it is

not by new, unufual, or barbarous fentences, that the

throne of the kino; will be eftabliflied. The conduct

of Sir George Jefreries is. not a very proper model

for the imitation of modern judges; and you may

inform fuch of your reprefentatives, as may not be

very accurately acquainted with the hiftory of Eng-

land, that the campaign of Sir George Jefferies, or

his Weflern circuit, wjiich afforded that gracious

prince fuch liigh exultation, was in 1685; and that

in i6b8 diis pious prince (for he was faid to be pious

as
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as well as gracious) was driven from the throne.

You have a right to apply to your reprefentatives,

that they may employ their efforts to procure real

redrefs for every public grievance : and, perhaps, it

h not very conformable to the fpirit of Englifh law,

or of Englifli liberty, if men who have been profc-

cuted, or brought to trial, under falfe pretences, and

which has been ccnduft^d in fuch a manner as

materially to injure their heakh, or their fortunes,

fliould be refufed permifTion, in the courts in which

they have been tried, or in which their trial has been

evaded, to ftate the hardlhips which they have fuffcrcd^

und the injuries they have received.

The part which Great Britain has taken, refpe(5ting

the revolution in France, will be recorded to its

difhonour, fo long as any hiftory of Europe fhall

remain. It ill became the people of England to ex-

hauft their blood, and their treafurcs, in fupport of

German defpots, or defpots of any other nation.

This could not have happened, if the people had

been poffelTed of a virtuous, independent, and en-

lightened parliament. As to the idea which was

thrown out, that the war was carried on for the pre-

fervation of religion, and of fecial order, this was a

fpecie^i
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fpecles of contemptiblejargon, fit only to be addreflcd

to the retainers of the court, and to perfons of the

meaneft underftanding. Inftrudl your members,

therefore, to ufe their mod afliduous endeavours to

reflore the bleflings of peace, and to put a final

termination to a war, difgraceful and impolitic in iti

commencement, and deftrudive in its confequences*

May, 1796.

An Englishman.
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