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THE

Editor to the R e a d e r.

How the following AdJrefs^ &Ci

fell into my hands, is immaterial

to relate ; but it will eafily be guefs'd,

from the time at which it makes its

appearance,* that it cannot poffibly

have any regard to the Eledion,

which is ftridlly now enfuing. What
end cou'd fuch a defign be fuppofed

to anfwer? Little muft he know of

mankind, who cou'd imagine, either

that

* Only a few days before the Ele6lIon,

after a very long and effectual canvafs.
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that people had not long ago taken

their party; or that fuch as had not|

wou'd be influenced by paper argu-

ments: I mean, at leajl in this JJjape,

Befides, the circumftances alluded to

in this performance bear no kind of

refemblance to the prefent fituation

of our aflPairs. Who, for inftance,

that refleds for a moment, either

upon the two noble Candidates, who

do us the honour of offering their

Services; or' upon the members, who

compofe our Univerfity Senate ; cou'd

think of hinting at any want, either

of worth of CharaBer in the one ; or

of attention to it in the other?

I fliou'd, for my own part, rather

fuppofe, that after the manner of a

late publication, entitled " The Reign

of George the 6th
—

" this Addrefs

was calculated for fome future period

of
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of our hiftory. This fufpicion too,

I think, is very much ftrengthen d,

by the account of a former tranfadli-

on of this fort being added, as an

Appendix, It feems to me, if I might

be indulged a conjedure, that fome

vvhimfical perfon having accidentally

met with the latter^ relating to a paji

event; took the fancy into his head

of making a kind of companion to it,

of a future date ; leaving the prefent

time to fpeak for itfelf. As to the

Title-page, v/hich in this view might

be look'd upon by fome, as one of

thofe catch-peny tricks, of which

the trade is frequently fufpedled; I

can only fay, it is juft as it came

from the Author's own hands; tho'

I muft own at the fame time, it was

the occafion, which invited me to

publifh fuch a thing at prefent. I am
fo
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fo latisfied with my conjedure, that

I have ventured to throw in a note

or two upon fome few paflages,

which feem'd to look a Httle the

other way. " Vale & fruere;" "£^
tiem and welco?ne.^

AN



AN

ADDRESS
T O T H E

Members of the Senate, ^c.

Gentlemen,

WERE I addrefllng myfelf to the

gayer part of mankind, I know not

what apology might be neceffary, either

for the Subject I have made choice of, or

for the ferious manner, in which I propoie

to treat it. But in venturing to lay my

thoughts before men of your character, I

am at leaft fafe, I fliould hope, from fall-

ing into any Impropriety of this fort. The

danger I iliould apprehend here, would

bej^left an addrefs, which in it's very out-

fetting, feems to imply a want of attention

to fuch principles, as it is your immediate

A <^^^y
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duty to teach and inculcate ; fliould be

deemed, if iiothing vvorfe, at leall fuper-

fluous. I fliould not, however, be greatly

follicitous even about fuch a cenfurc, as

this : becaufc I am perfuaded, that they,

who are difpofed to do their duty, are fel-

dom inclined to take exceptions againfl

thofe, w^ho undertake to remind them of

it 3 and as to fuch, as are notj they have

no pretence for finding fault.

But how little foever one might have ex-

pected it, * there are, I hear, even amongft

you many, who, for what reafon they befl

know, have lately taken a vafl antipathy

to every thing, that affe6ls to be ferious.

Every thing with them, wherever they have

learnt the humour, (they could not furely

learn it here!) is "a joke and a farce."

You cannot mention the moft folemn Sub-

jea

* There is a long note of the author's here •, the

purport of which is to inform the reader, ** that

formerly" (meaning noiv) " the univerfity of Cam-
bridge was remarkable for their philofophic gravity

of charafter"— with a view of giving, I fuppofe,

a greater air of probabiUty to his fiction. But,

as it feem'd unneccHary, after what has been al-

ready faid to the reader, I have omitted it. Note

cf the Editor,
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je(5l to them, but they immediately give it

this ridiculous turn. Morality and Cbaracler

have already been favoured with this

fafliionable diftin6lioii. And if the hu-

mour fliould continue, I fliould not be fur-

prifed to hear that even Preaching and

Prayi?2g were put in the fame ludicrous

light;* till in the end, they will have got

fuch abundance of thefe farces upon their

hands, that they mufl find themfelves ob-

liged, I fliould think, to convert even our

churches and chapels into play-houfcs, to

a6l them in. Efpecially, if they fhould

choofe for their Manager one (of whom, it

feems, they are inclined to entertain a very

favourable opinion) who has lately difco-

ver'd

* The author, I perceive from fome loofe hints,

intended a note here upon thofe, who pretended

to diftinguifh between Morality and Religion \

avowing a great veneration for the one, and at

the fame time neglecting the other. " What is

religion," fays he, " without moraUty ? A mer^
Ihadow without a fubftance •, an empty cover

without any thing under it ; a furplice hung upon
a peg!"

I wifh with all my heart he had finifli'd this

note-, as we have fome even in our days ablurd

enou2;h to make the fam^e diftindlion.

A 2
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verV], it is faid, that chapels at lead may

be converted to much better purpofes, than

thofc they were originally defigned for!

In this fpirit of drollery (I fuppofe to

make it more agreeable to his taflc, for

whom they defign it) they arc mightily

difpofed, I find, to treat the prefent mat-

ter in difpute, as a fa?'ce. It is ridiculous,

fay they, to make fo ferious an affair of

fjch a trifling bufmefs, as this is. In

which they certainly judge prudently: fmce

this (though no great compliment to their

noble patron, who deigns to follicit it) is

certainly one of the befl arguments they

could ufe for difpofmg of it in an unwor-

thy manner.

If they would allow themfelves, how^

ever, to be one moment ferious, they might

foon perceive, that a matter of no great

importance in itfelf, may eafily affume a

far difi^erent afpecl from the light, m which

it is placed J from the character of thofe,

who think it worthy their attention; and

by the methods they condefcend to ufe for

the attainment of it : It might with great

juftnefs be added, that an office, however

incon-
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inconfidcrable in itfclf, might have acquir-

ed a fufiicient degree of importance from

having been filled by the late Earl of

Hardwicke !
-f-

With their permiflion too to be a little

longer ferious; if they could even perfuade

the world to believe, that this office was as

infignificant as they reprefent it; it would

{till be a great raiftake to imagine (at leafl

in our prefent circumftances) that it is of

no confequence, how it is difpofed of. One

might produce many arguments to prove

this. But as I would give them as little

trouble, as poffible; I will mention only

one: that, where ill conclufions are likely

to

f The author here feems to have fallen into

a miftake in point of chronology, betrayed, I

fuppofe, by his great attachment to this wor-

thy charadter. Which made him confider it as

fi:ill a recent inftance even in thofe days he is

fpeaking of. Or he might indeed think (fuch

have been his merits towards this place) that

his name would be held dear even by our

diftant fuccefibrs, and continue to be quoted by

them as the greateft ornament of that office

he once held amongfl: us. A flip, however, of

this kind, if this really be one, is no more, than

what commonly happens to people who write in

this way, and muft therefore be pafled over.
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to be drawn from it, it makes a material

difference, whether a thing is done in a

public or a private manner.

If therefore we fhould even admit, that

the improper difpofal of fuch an office as

this, had it been made without much

noife, in the ordinary ftillnefs of univerfity

bufniefs ; might have been productive of

much Icfs mifchief : yet; as by the indecent

ufe made of a lingering illnefs, previous

to the death of our late mofl worthy High

Steward, and the violent conteft fmce car-

ried oni we have been thrown into a

fituation, that has attracted the eyes of

the whole kingdom upon us j a millake

of this kind (efpecially if made in direct

oppofition to the common rules of judging)

might be attended with the very word

eftecls; the leaft of which would probably

be a lafting difgrace to this univerfity.

For the characters of public bodies do not

more eafily get rid of ftains once fixt upon

them, than thofe of private perfons. On
the contrary, as they are longer liv'd, than

the others ; thefe marks feem proportiona-

bly to adhere the longer to them.

But
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But I flop here, for fear of trefpafling

too much upon the jocular Gentlemen a-

bove mentioned J who, it feems, have al-

ready confidered this very point in their

own droll way. Upon I know not what

pretence of being extremely well acquaint-

ed with the manners of mankind (I hope

they only mean the vicious part of them)

they are pleafed to tell us, that fuch anti-

quated notions as are founded upon

fyilems of virtue and morality are not the

rules, by which people now-a-days either

form their judgment of others, or regulate

their conduct towards each other.*

We may give them credit for the dif-

covery; and it may ferve for a proper

ground-work for them to build their hopes

on in the prefent inflance. But, if the

fuperftrudlure is not better put together

than the bafis^ it will not be a very lading

fabric.

* What a vaft tra6l of time mud the author

fuppofe to have been run over here, to make the

fubftance of the laft paragraph at all probable.

I know nothing more amufing, than the trying to

fill up fuch intervals with luitable occurrences!

It throws open one of the fined fields for a

contemplative mind to indulge*, its phiiofophic

walks in.
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fabric. For certainly, whatever rcafons

they may have for their general opinion

of mankind i they forget one very mate-

rial circumftance, when they endeavour to

apply it to perfons in our fituation : who
are members, many of us in a double

capacity, of a religious fociety; a fociety

founded for promoting the great ends of

virtue and morality ; and who therefore,

befides the common characters we bear of

men or citizens; ftand in another diflincl

and feparate relation; which, in a very

particular manner, requires many duties

from us ; that are either not at all, or in a

much lefs degree fuch in others.

What have we then to do with fuch

general maxims, as leave out all confidera-

tion of thofc circumftances, wliich confti-*

tute our peculiar character? They might

with as mucli propriety addrefs themfelves

to a foldicr upon duty, and invite him to

join with them in feme party of pleafure,

by telling him, it was a thing which almoft

every body did.—What is that to him?

It has indeed fometimes been objected

to thefe feats of learning and retirement,

that
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that they had too little commerce or ac-

quaintance with life and manners. But it

would be too hafty an improvement to ftep

at once into fuch extreme eafe of conduct,

and would, I fear, make us more ridiculous,

than even our prefent aukwardnefs.

Particularly, I cannot help thinking,

how eafily foever this new fafhion might

fit upon others, it would be a very great

reftraint upon the Clergy. How many

Texts ^ for inftance, would they be abfo-

lutely prohibited from ufmg by it ? for

my own part, I can think but of two or

three topics, that they would be able with

any tolerable propriety to enlarge upon.

Faith i faith without works might do; and

the ftory of the Prodigal : but not a word

of the wicked Stewa7'd\ or of "jufbifying

the wicked for reward !
" All fuch things

muft be cautioufly avoided. And even

in praying, I forefee fome difficulties; for

how could they ever lift up the pious eye

to heaven with the following petition;—
" That there never may be wanting a con-

ftant fupply of men able and willing to

ferve God both in Church and State ; let

B us
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US beg a blefling u})on all fchools and

nurfcries of found learning and religious

education^ What a mockery would it be

for them to. pretend to talk of men willing

to ferve God; what could they mean by a

religious education?— I beg their pardons.

See the force of old impreflions! It was

entirely out of my head, that thefe things,

upon this new plan, were to be made

farces of! And was talking away as if

words were to retain their old meanings
j

which to be fure, cannot be the cafe ! To
prevent fuch mifbakcs, however, for the

future (though I am far from pretending

to give hints to perfons of their fuperior

abilities) I fhould think, it would be ab-

folutely neceflary to fet fome good hand

to work to pubhfli a new dictionary

in ufum Juventutis Academicce ; which under

a proper patronage could not fail of hav-

ing a very great fale. I fliould propofe

leaving out many of the more obfbinate

terms ; fuch as decency^ propriety^ Sec. or if

out of civility it fhould be thought proper

to retain them in the firil Edition; they

flxould at leaft be marked as chfolete-, and

entirely
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entirely omitted in the next. ChaJIity and

Virtue might be defined, "terms of Pru-

dery, "culgar and provincial; never ufed at

court fnice the prcfent minillry came in."

Reafon, a Hum-y Religion, a Mask; and

Morality of courfe, a Farce^ &c. &c. (Sec.

This would not indeed be the only new
book wanting. There fhould be given with

all convenient fpeed a new Edition of the

Bible, correfled and abridged of all the

moll fufpicious paflages, which might of-

fend weak minds. The Liturgy new mo-
delled, and made fit for the Stage, And as

it might be difncult, notwithftanding the

great plenty there is faid to be of theni,

to procure at once a fufRcicnt flock of

proper books to fupply the places of all

thofe ufelefs old gentry j which, to prevent

mifchief, fliould immediately be burnt; a

number of wooden boxes of various fizes

properly gilt and lettered, (very elegant

fpecimens of which may be feen, I am
told, at a certain Nobleman's Houfe in

a neighbouring county^ fhould forthwith be

procured from the carpenters, as furniture

for our Libraries.

B 2 But
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But then all thefe things, taking in at

the fame time the attachment of people

to old forms, appear to me fo many diffi-

culties 3 that, however right the fcheme

might be in itfelfj or however able its ad-

vocates and fanguine in their expe6lations

of fuccefsj I cannot help thinking it is

fcarce feafible amongft us at prefent. The
change is too violent. And therefore I

fliou'd rather recommend an adherence to

our old forms a Httle longer, till people in

general were more fully convinced of their

abfardity; or, till the new intereft had

time to prepare matters.

At prefent I dare fay many people wou'd

be apt to think ; that tho* it was confiftent

enough in the vicious part of mankind

to aim at eftablifhing fo convenient a rule

of condudl, as the levelling of all diftinc-

tions wou'd be; or tho' they might allow,

that even others, who had to deal with

them, and were dependent upon thems

Ihou'd not be too fcrupulous in affairs of

this fort, if they meant to confult their own
intereft : yet that this ought by no means

to be eftabliflaed as the general mode of

civil
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civil iiitercourrej much lefs that it fliou'd

be adopted by thofe, who know it ought

not, who are placed indeed in fuch circum-

ilances, as require it Ihou'd not be their's.

And I own, I am myfelf apt to fufped^,

that even the authors of this new fyllem,

who wou'd be thought fo very experienc'd

in the ways of the world, have in fa6t

form'd as imperfeft notions of ;V, as they

have of this place. For what is more

common than to find mankind judging of

a6lions, not only as they are in themfelves;

but as they are the aflions of this or that

man or body of men ? With regard to in-

dividuals, no one, I dare fay, entertains the

leafl doubt, that the failings of men are

always rated according to the flations they

fill in life. And to be fatisfied that the

fame rule extends alfo to public bodies,

I wou'd only have any one ask himfelf;

whether, if a certain fociety, called the

Beef-Jlake Club; more eminent perhaps for

any thing, than their piety; fliou'd, in

their wifdom, determine to addrefs the in-

genious Author of an *' EfTay on Woman,"
as a friend to religion; it wou'd excite

the
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the fame degree of wonder and aftonifh-

nient in him, as to hear that the two houfes

of Convocation had done it ?

The truth is, that not only the perfons,

who do them ; but even the places in which

they are done j in the eye of the world give

a different colour to adions. So that the

fame thing, which in the market place might

be lawful or indifferent, if performed in a

church would be deemed a profanation.

And, if it wanted it, the higheft authority,

that ever appeared upon earth, " by driving

out of the Temple them that fold doves "bcc.

has given a fanction to this oj)inion. Or,

to foften the inftancc a little for thofe,

who are apt to be rather fqucamifh about

churches, I will put it, that the fame action

done at Cambridge and at Hunti?igdon wou'd

borrow a different complexion from each

of the two places.

So that if the prefent difpute were only

about the High Stewardfliip of H or

any other venal borough, over which fome

worthy P prefides by virtue of run-

ning in debt with the fathers, and making

their fons enfigns or excifemen, and their

daughters
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daughters 7natds of honour ; it might have

been left to take the common courfc of fuch

fort of things, and the worlliipful the Mayor

with the Aldermen his brethren, might have

been permitted to make fuch a choice, as

bid the faireft to promote their worldly in-

tereft, without any interruption from the

court of confciencej becaufe in the firft

place, the example cou'd not have had any

very extenfive influence j and in the next

place, people w^ou'd have known how to

have made the proper allowances, by af-

cribing it, as in juflice they ought, to the

fault of one perfon only.

But yet we, upon a fimilar occafion, be-

ing placed in different circumftances, . are

certainly under far different obligations ;

and cannot fliew ourfelves uninfluenced by

worth of character, without doing an ef-

fential injury to the intereffs of virtue.

And our fituation is fo very particular

in this refpecl, one might, I believe, almofl:

venture to affert, that worth of character

might be more fafely neglected in the ap-

pointment of a Secretary of State, or even in

^ Steward of the Ki?igs houflM, than in the

ele(5lion
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election of a Steward of the XJnherJtfy of

Cambridge. Not becaufe the former is not

of infinitely greater dignity j but becaufe it

is not conferred in the fame manner. And
though it is much to be wiflied fuch high

trufts were always difpofed of, as they are

at prefefit, according to real merit j yet,

however defirous Princes may be of ob-

ferving fuch a rule, they muft often fecin

to neglefl it, by not having the fame means

of information, that private perfons have.

But where may we expe6l to find the in-

terefls of virtue attended to, if they are ne-

gledled by thofe, who receive her pay ? We
are in fail the foldiers and fcrvants of vir-

tue ; and the arms fhe has lent us for her

defence, are cenfure and applaufe. Shall we

fuffer thefe then to be wrefled by cunning

out of our hands ? Shall we, when the ene-

my is before our walls, attempting to fap

our very foundations 3 inftead of nobly re-

pelling the onfet, tamely throw open our

gates and admit him into the citadel ? And
this, only on the cowardly pretence, that

moft other places had already fubmitted

!

At whatever difadvantage Religion may a6l

in
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in other places, fhe mufl undoubtedly here

upon her own ground, unlefs bai'ely betray-

ed, be more than equal to all the efforts of

the mofl powerful adverfary.

But to quit the language of allegory, we
are enjoined by an authority, which at lead

will be refpecled by all ferious men, to

" render unto all their dues ;" and amongft

others, " honour to whom honour 3" which

lurely can only be to thofe, " that do well."

Far different, undoubtedly, is the due of

thofe, " who do evil." We are liable in-

deed to many miftakes in the practice of

this duty. Senfible, whatever they may pre-

tend, that the world is not yet fo corrupt,

as not to like even the appearance ofworth;

they who cannot perfuade themfelves to be

in earnefl t\\Qfervants of virtue, are yet for-

ward enough to appear in her livery. Un-

der which fpecious difguife, they not only

efcape our cenfure, but frequently contrive

to carry off a fliare of our applaufe. Still,

however, though we are miftaken in our

judgment, (and fuch miflakes cannot but

often fuggefl very mortifying refic6lions to

the breafl of the righteous,) we yet do no-

C thing
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thing that can impeach the goodnefs of our

intentions: and the caufe of virtue, though

wounded in it's friends, has yet this teflimo-

ny borne it by it's enemies, that they think

it worth their while to ftrive to imitate it.

But what can be pleaded in their ex-

cufe, who fet their feal of approbation to

open, undifguifed iniquity ? Who not only

avoid cenfuring the fuiner, as he deferves;

but, inflead of throwing any rubs of this

fort in his way, voluntarily fpread their

praifes before him, to make him tread more

fmoothly ?

When the great moralift and philofophic

King of Ifrael, in the courfe of his refle<5li-

ons upon what was pafling " under the

fun," came to confider the comphcated vil-

lamy and mifchievous efFe6ls of fuch a con-

du6l y with a degree of acrimony, not com-

mon to him in other inftances, he expref-

fed his utter indignation againft it in thefe

ftrong terms i
— " He that faith unto the

wicked, thou art righteous, him fhall the

people curfej nations fhall abhor him."

And fo thoroughly contemptible, as well

as wicked, has fuch a character ever been

deemed.
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deemed, that whether we regard this fen-

tence as a prophecy or a precept ; we may-

venture to fay, it has conftantly been moft

amply fulfilled. There never was an in-

ftance, I believe, on record, where fuch ab-

jed, fervile flattery, being once detected in

an individual, did not make him the fub-

jefl of univerfal fcorn and contempt.

But if this meannefs excites our abhor-

rence fo much, when it appears in a fmgle

perfon j how much more odious and deteft-

able does it become, when found in a pub-

lic Community ? If the numbers in the lat-

ter cafe tend to lefTen the apparent maligni-

ty of it J we fhould confider, that by the

fame means the real injury it docs to the

caufe of virtue is heightened and enlarged.

In the firft cafe, as the mofl poifonous

quahties ufually bring with them their re-

fpedive antidotes, the mifchief is in general

greatly diminifh'd by that fpeedy lofs of cha-

ra6ler, and confequently influence, which

ufually attends fuch flagrant proftitutions.

Whilft, by the Angularity of the inHance,

people are rather deterr'd from, than in-

vited to, an imitation of it.

c 2 But
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But in a public Body, at leaft a religious

one, the contrary of all this muft necelTa-

rily take place. The lofs of reputation and

influence here, inftcad of IcfTcning, aggra-

vates the misfortune;— fince by fo confi-

dcrable a defection, the caufe of that Re-

ligion they profefs, muft needs be greatly

v/eaken'tl; whilft their numbers give a

kind of fan6lion to the crime, and contri-

bute to fpread the dangerous infection.

But in what religious fociety can a fail-

ure of this kind be productive of fuch per-

nicious efFe6ts, as in one which is entruft-

ed with the care and education of youth ?

The minds of men in general are but

too apt to ftand at a kind of equipoife

between virtue and vice. And nothing

more frequently turns the fcale, than the

weight of example.

But if ever we are in a more dangerous

fituation, than common; it is in our early

years; when the pafiions and reafon are

blending together, and the chara6ter juft

forming. It is well, if, at this critical fea-

fon, virtue with all the allurements you

can throw around her, fhall have charms

enough
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enough to fix our choice in her favour.

What mull: be the confequence then, if

you rob her of her ornaments to give them

to her rival ? Of all thefe, undoubtedly,

the moft ftriking are thofe crowns and

chaplets, v^dth which Fame has deck'd her

favorite's brows. Strip her of thefe ; to

what object (hall the eager eye of emula-

tion be directed ?

Thebreaft of youth naturally glows with

the love of honefl praifej is fond of be-

ftowing it on thofe, who appear to deferve

it} and is ever greatly hurt to find it is

not fo beftow'd by others. What a chill-

ing damp then mull: it be to this bright

flame, to perceive thofe very perfons, in

whofe fpecious harangues they are taught

to feed and encourage it, trying in their

pra6lice to ftifle and extinguifh all appear-

ance of it? The reflections they mufl: make
on fuch occafions, are too obvious. Far

be it from me to fuggefl any to their

thoughts

!

Confider this, ye Tutors of our youth;

reflecl upon it, ye Guardians of their

morals

!

Oi-,
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Or, if ye will not hear me\ liften at

leafl: to St. Paul, addrefling you in thefe

moll appofite and expreflive terms —
** Finally, my Brethren, vvhatfoever things

are ti*ue; whatfoever things are honeft;

whatfoever things are jufl ; whatfoever

things are purej whatfoever things are

lovely 5 whatfoever things are of good re-

port : if there be any virtue ; if there be

any praife, — think on thefe things !

'*

And to fhew what his pra6tice alfo was

in this refpe6lj as well as to point out to

you more particularly the different effedls,

which the conduct he purfued, and it's op-

pofite, are calculated to have on our com-

mon feelings; give me leave to lay before

you that moft flriking piclure of human
manners exemplified at his Trial before

Felix, the Governor.

"A certain Orator," we are told, " named

Teriullus'' (who, by his great complaifance,

feems to have been a man well acquainted

with the world) began his fpeech to the

Governor thus, " Seeing, that by thee, we

enjoy great quietnefs, and that very worthy

deeds are done unto this nation by thy

pro-
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providence; We accept it always, and in

all places, — mojl noble Felix, — with all

thankfulnefs," &c.

Let us flop here, and examine ourfelves,

what effe6l fuch an harangue, as this, was
likely to have on the breaft of Felix. Muft
it not have fiU'd him with infinite compla-

cency? Muft he not have defpifed in

his mind thofe prating moralijlsy who had

pretended to inform him, that fuch a courfe

of life, as he purfued, muft needs *be at-

tended with fliame and difgrace ? What rea-

fon had he to believe fuch idle difcourfe ?

So far from meeting with any thing of that

kind, he had the pleafure of hearing the

tongue o^ praife loud in reporting his worth

and excellent endowments

!

If he did not make fuch refle61:ions, as

thefe i was it not at leaft the Orator's in-

tention that he fhou'd ? Was not his fpeech

contrived to lull him into fuch a ftate of

eaft and tranquillity ?

How different was the path St. Paul pur-

fued ? He, though a prifoner, (a fituation

little likely of itfelf to infpire a man with

courage !) regardlefs of his own fafety, dared

to
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to arraign his judge : far from fueing for his

favor by foothing his confcience, he probed

it to the quick s and boldly laid before him,

in the moft ftriking point of view, the dan-

ger he was in.

The event is well known. He, who had

fat fo undifturb'd before, whilft flattery

pour'd her poifon in his ear ; now that he

heard the voice of truth " reafoning of

righteoufnefs, temperance, and judgment to

come i
— trembled." And though he was

fo refolute a fmner as to overcome this firft

alarm, and to refill: the virtuous imprefTion

it had made : yet we may eafily learn from

this inftance, both what our condu6l on

fuch occafions ought to be; and what the

probable confequences from it %vill be.

The only reafon, why we fliou'd not

always adhere with the utmoft flridlnefs

to the rule here implied, is, that we are

liable to many miftakes of our own, and

to at leaft as many mifreprefentations of

others. So that except in very notorious

cafes, and thofe of fome confiderable im-

portance, it may be fafer to referve our

judgment, than weaken the force either of

our
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our cenfurc or applaufe by applying them

indifcreetly. Particularly it may be urged,

and not unjuflly, with regard to ourfelves,

why ive fliould not praclife luch a rule to

any rigorous extent; that perfons in our

retired, reclufe fituation cannot be fuffici-

ently acquainted with what paiTes in the

great world, to be able to form fit notions

of fuch high characters, as ftiine in that

exalted fphere. On which account we

fhou'd undoubtedly ufe the utmoft degree

of tendcrnefs and caution, both in fpeaking

and judging of them. But then w^c muft

not preclude ourfelves from all exercife of

our fenfes ; nor, if we make ever fo flight

a ufe of them, can we fairly be fuppofed to

be totally ignorant of every thing that

happens under our own immediate obferva-

tion. We mufl often, undoubtedly, be

very competently informal of fuch matters,

as occur in our own town and county, or

even in the skirts of an adjacent one: cf-

pecially, if one of thofc blazing flars from

the upper regions, fliou'd fometimes direct

its fiery courfe towards that quarter, and

by any irregularity in it's motions draw our

attention that way.

D And
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And tho' the charadler of common Fame
is fuch, as may well make us cautious of

believing every report; yet after all proper

deductions have been made on this account,

there mufl in many inflances enough re-

main to determine every reafonable man's

opinion. How otherwife indeed cou'd the

commerce of the world be carried on?

Nay> fliou'd we even conform ourfelves

to that mofl pcrftd: rule of charity, recom-

mended by the mild fpirit of the Gofpel;

fo far, as to *' think no evil " of any one :

yet if mankind in general feem determined

to regard any chara6ter, as vicious; the in-

terefl of virtue requires, that we fhou'd fo

far at leaft fufFer ourfelves to be guided by

their authority, as not, without fufficient

grounds, to beftow our applaufes upon thofe,

whom they think fit to cenfure.

If indeed we have reafon to bcHeve

(which reafon however fliou'd be taken

from Tome better proof, than a fudden al-

teration of conduct put on to ferve a pur-

pofe) that the opinion of the world has

been in any cafe erroneous; or, at leaft,

wou'd be fo, if continued longer; chanty

wou'd



( 31 )

wou*d oblige us not only to endeavour to

reaify the miftake, but to make the injured

party fuch amends, as tlie unjuft treatment

he had met with might feem to demand.

But, when we a6l only on the fame m-

formation as others do, and have no good

reafon for more favourable fentiments, than

they think fit to entertain > by encouraging

men of profligate and abandoned manners,

we purfue the likelieft method, that cou'd

be thought of, both for confirming thef7t in

their evil courfes, and for inviting others to

follow their example.

Such, in a religious point of view, ap-

pears to be the light, in which the prefent

difpute amongft us ought to be confidered.

For if in a univerfity, want of character is

attended with no inconvenience j or if

worth of it is not there encouraged and

fupported; where elfe fhall we look for

any fuch diftinclion ?

Yet there are fo many other views, in

which this matter may be taken ; and dif-

ferent people are fo apt to fee things in dif-

ferent lights, it is fcarce poflible to hope,

that this will be the only one, in which they

D 2 will
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will regard the prcfent objccl:. If it were,

about what cou'd wc dilputc ?

Nay, even fuch as might perhaps have

complaifance enough to argue with us on

our own principles, and allow that worth

of charaBer ought to claim the greatefl

fliare of our attention j wou'd yet, I fear,

at the fame time liave addrefs enough to

flip fome other meaning on the terms, than

we intended. For there are, I guefs, fome

men, in whofe eftimation a Place at Court is

endued with the fame inrtiics^ as mojiey was

of old -y can confer on its fortunate pofTefTor,

whatever quality he may want; can give

him (what however it too feldom receives to

make it, one fhou'd think, fo rich as to an-

fwcr the i^ery large demandsyc/^;^ times made

upon it.-f-) the greateft worth and excellence

ofcharaSler.

Who then, may thefe men afk, fhall

prefume to fay, that any GREAT Officer
OF

t It is faid indeed, that the late Miniftry left the

treafury well fill'd with this fpecie, however it was
exhaufted of another. And there feems fome rea-

fon to beHeve it : for on what elfe have their fuc-

ceflbrs been able fo long to fupport themfelves .'*

"Note of the Author.
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OF State, is not a man oi ivorth, honour^

every thing ? — Not I, believe me ! — Mr.W—
perhaps may.— But it vvou'd not fuit with

my affairs to take a trip to Paris, for the

fake of hearing him !
*

As one may however talk with more

freedom and lefs offence on paft events, I

will tell you fairly what people's notions

were of fuch an affair a few years ago.

I remember, when I was a young fel-

low at College,t there happen'd a conteft

juli

* This is another of thofe pafTages, which at

firft fight might lead one to conclude, that the

Author had in Vitvi prefent tunes. But, if we con-

fider i how common is it for fimilar events to

happen in different ages?— As to the initial W.
that can certainly prove nothing. For how many
other names have we, befides IVilkes, which begin

with the fame letter ?

-f-
The Author here, the better to carry on the

plan he had adopted, throws the reader back a

tew years from the point of view he had befoi-e

condudted him to. And, as if to give him a

better infight into fuch matters, with a turn na-

tural enough to old men, relates an occurrence of

a fimilar kind, which happened when he was
formerly of the Univerfiry.

How much is it to be wifned, that authors

would always put dates to their works .'' What
abun-
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jufl: of the fame kind, and indeed for the

fame office, as this we are now fpeaking

of, between Wojth of Character on the one

fide, and a Minifler of State on the other.

And great bickerings were there between

the two parties : which to us of the

younger fort, who were no otherwife en-

gaged in the difputc than as idle fpefla-

tors, afforded no fmall amufement: tho*

for our credit, I ought to obferve, that

we almofl all of us, however contrary it

might feem to our own, wifh'd well to the

former interefl. We had not then learnt

the

abundance of trouble would It fave us Editors in

framing conjeflures ? The trouble of writing four

figures faved to them, what infinite pains does it

coft us ? But tho' we cannot, from any thing dropt

here, afcertain the precife period of our future

hiftory the author has in view; yet we have at

leaft another proof from hence, that it is for a

future period he defigns this work •, by his refer-

ring back, I mean, to an event, which certainly

has never yet been accomplifhed.

I have made no fcruple to call the Author old,

both from his ufmg the expreflion, " when I was

a young fellow," which is the very language of

old people ; and alio from the length of the nar-

rative he has given us, which is anotlier ilrong in-

dication of old age.
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the prudence, which fome young men are

fince arriv'd at, of fupprefling our natural

emotions in favour of virtue, for fear of

offending vice.*

To fliew indeed what people's unpreju-

diced opinions always are on fuch occa-

lions; when it was firft rumour'd upon

the likelihood of a vacancy, that ray Lord

Sandtoivn-^' intended to offer himfelf a

candidate: there were fcarce any to be

found, who wou'd credit the report; fo

unlikely did it feem, that a man of my
Lord's gay turn (of which they had ktn

fufficient inftances) fhou'd take a fancy to

fo whimfical a connexion! So poffefs'd

were many people with the glaring incon-

fiftency of this, that I am clearly perfuad-

ed, they wou'd have been lefs furprized to

have heard, that a grave Privy Counfellor

had

* We have here another proof of the Author's

being old, for he is we find " Laudator

temporis adti, &c."— as Hor. fays.—

•

-f-
As we have no fuch title as this amongft our

prefent Nobility, the Author here fuppofes, I

imagine, a new creation to have been madej which,

confidering the number of fuch inftances we have

had of Ute, feems no unnatural fuppofition.
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had turn'd Strolling player, or a Cboict

Spirit Method! fl Preacher, than that my
Loixl fliou'd leiiouily afFe6l to be High^

Stcivard of a Univirjity, And after this

had appear'd beyond a doubt, many ftill

had as much difficulty to perfuade them-?

felves that there cou'd be the leafl proba-*

bility of his fuccefs ; fo oppofite had hi?

manners ahvays been to a place of difci-

pline and rehgious education ! What how-»

ever was much more furprifmg than all

this, was, that he (liou'd find people in

fucli a place, inclined to fupport his

pretenfions. Many hard things were

faid of fome upon this occafion, who were

known to have entertain'd a very different

opinion of this candidate formerly, from

what they now thought proper to avow.

They were aik'd, whether it was not pub-

lickly known, that College ccnfures, and

thofe pretty fevere ones, had been pafs'd on

fome Perfons for the fliare they were fup-

pofed to bear in this Nobleman's amufe-

ments ? and they were left to judge,

what conftruclions the world wou'd put

on their aflenting to fet fuch a man at the

head of a Univcrfity! Great indignation

too
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too was taken at others (but I forbear to

mention their names, for the fake of their

families, tho' they themfclves mull: be all as

good as dead by this time) who had quite

forgot upon this occafion (to fay nothing

elfe) all the obligations they were under to

Lord JVortljy's friends and family. But

in their vindication it was faid, they might

perhaps be confcious, that worth of cba-

racler had little fliare in their own promo-

tion ; and therefore cou'd claim lefs of

their regard in return? which tho' it did

hot much abate men's anger, took fome-

what off from their admiration. Many me-

thods were made ufe of to fliame, if it were

pofiible, men of a liberal education into

fentiments more fuitable to their chara6ler.

But what cou'd fliame thofe, who were not

afham'd, as was faid, of fending for Perfons

to vote on this occafion, whom thev had

before banifh'd from College ?

Nay, tho' in the fcales of reafon (I do

not fay, thefe were precifely the fcales ufcd

on this occafion) one fliou'd think it

wou'd be difficult to fet any thing in ba-

lance againft the weiglit of '.corth
; yet had

they many pleas to offer in vindication of

E their
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their conducl. My Lord had told them,

to promote his intereft, that he had the

Jupport of government. And there feem'd

to be as much ftrefs laid upon this, as if

the King's forces were to march, and put

him in poflcffion of the office. It was

alk'd, however, on the other fide, what they

meant by the fupport ofgovernment ? if, of

the fninijiry, we faid, that politics were not

our province J that, as they cou'd be little

known, fo were they of little concern to

men in our fituation— But, in general, if

any judgement cou'd be form'd, either of

meafures, from the men that were employ'd

to execute them ; or of men, from the

meafures they made ufe of j we thought no

one cou'd, at that time, have much diffi-

culty in forming his political creed. Nor,

if almoft univerfal contempt were any cri-

terion to judge by, did we think we cou'd

owe much relpe6l to fuch men, as theji

compofed the miniftry- We ventured far-

ther to fay, with all dutiful fubmifTion, that

the chairs, in which men fat, whatever

obedience might be due to their offices,

we apprehended cou'd communicate no vir-

tue to thofc, tliat fill'd them. Nor would,

in



{ 39)
in our opinion, a buffoon, though fcated

in a chair of State with a parcel of feah

about his neck, or a white wand in his

hand, be a whit lefs ridiculous, than if he

were a6ling the part of Scrub in the

Stratagem. They indeed, who were per-

mitted to baik in the beams of royal fa-

vour, might, we cou'd eafily conceive,

continue for a time to reflect a part of

thofe effulgent rays, that ifTue from a

throne. But whatever the efficacy of this

reflecled light might be within the pure at-

mofphere of a Drawing Room, we thought

the grofs effluvia of vulgar intercourfe

muft foon extinguifli it all; nor cou'd we
imagine, it wou'd follow a man into flews

and brothels 3 or furround his radiant head,

whilfl he defcended into a night-cellar. In

fhort, we faid, if the Miniftryhad meant ei-

ther to fecure our refpecf , or their own in-

fluence, they fliou'd have fent us a more

favourable fpecimen of what they were.

But if this argument had no great force

at the fpring head, it certainly came much
weaken'd through the channels, in which

it was conveyed. It was fcarce pofTible in-

E 2 deed
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deed to perfuade onefelf, that the perfons

who ufed it, were in earneft: fo contrary

was it to the whole tenor of their former

conduct:! How indeed cou'd one reconcile

it to one's thoughts, that thofe men, who

were ufed to exhauft all their ftock of

wit and humor (it was not much) in ridi-

culing fuch pretences, fhou'd ever conde-

fcend to make ufe of them themfelves ?—
Did they never till now, it was afked, meet

with a fet of minifters to their mind?—
We cou'd not help obferving, that their

tafle was rather fomewhat fmgular !— But

it was not more fo, than the reafon they

aflign'd for their behaviour. They meant,

honeft men! (they cou'd not be angry with

us for giving them that title j it was their

own favorite appellation) they meant, they

faid, to aflert their independence !
— Cou'd

one avoid fmiling, to think of the method

they made ufe of! To vindicate their free-

dom, they commenced dependents on a

Minifter of State!—* And what a Mi-

nifter ?

* Upon the fame principle, I fuppofe, that their

independent brethren at Oxford, fome years before,

to Ihew their high knk of liberty, had chofen for

their Chancellor the Captain of the Band of Penfi-

oners. Note of the Author,
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nifter? One, who (to fay nothing of his

abilities in that office, into which he feem'd

merely thruft till fomc more worthy man

wou'd take it on himfclf ) had in the pre-

fent inftance, by diftrefling people in their

private connections, and ufmg the iron rod

of power to dilTolve the moft facred obli-

gations, taken every method that cou'd

be thought of, to prevent fuch as had votes

from giving a free decifion : aware, no doubt,

that fuch a decifion muft needs have been

unfavourable to him!— Dupes! cou'd they

think that fuch a ftretch of power was

ever ufed to favour freedom ?

But if in this knk.xhQ fupport of Govern-

ment did not fo well fuit their purpofe, they

had another much more awful meaning

ready to fubflitute in its place. What au-

thority they had for fuch a ufe, as they

thought fit to make of fome great names,

they beft knew. But it had an aukward

found to hear men fay, they had the K— 's

commijfion for this. The people of our fide

were ready to own, that too much obedi-

ence to the pleafure of a Prince, cou'd not

well be paid by perfons in our fituation,

who
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who ow'd fo much to the munificence of

former Monarchs, and who entertain'd

the mofl entire affection for the virtues of

the prefent. But yet we thought, we had

a right in any cafe to be fatisfied, what our

Prince's will might really be. Our loyal-

ty had flood unimpeached : JVe therefore

were not afraid of fufpending our obedi-

ence, till we were fatisfied of the truth

of the command. We left it to thofe,

whofe attachment might fland in need of

fuch a confirmation, to ufe more extraordi-

nary methods. They who cou'd never

perfuade themfelves to behave even with

common decency to one of the befl of

Princes that ever then'^ had fat upon the

throne, might think it neceffary to attone

for that defect by an excefs of zeal for the

prefent. And it was hoped, now they had

learnt their duty to K— s, they wou'd ne-

ver hereafter, upon any change of meafures^

fhew they only meant it to the miniflers.

For

* It might be doubted, whether the Author here

means the late K—g by this expreffion, or \i\s pre-

fent mofl excellent M y— If the latter, it is

hoped, he has in view a very dillant period for the

accomplifhment of his plan.- " Editor.
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For our parts, we faid, tho' we knew no-

thing of his M— y's pleafure in the prefent

in fiance, we had the fuUeft alTurance of

his gracious intentions in general, to fup-

port by all poflible means the interefts of

virtue and religion. We might do well

then, we thought, to confider -, left by an

improper choice we fhould rather offend

againft, than do honour to the K—'s com-

mands. Suppofe, we urged, a man, by fome

miftake, had been recommended to our

choice; who, after having long ago offend-

ed the foberer part of mankind by the free-

dom of his manners, had in the end, by a

negleft even of thofe eafy principles which

fuch men think fit to retain, forfeited the

efteem of thofe, to whom alone his former

condu6l cou'd be acceptable; fliou'd we have

thought our felves obliged to choofe b:r;i? Or

cou'd it be imagined, that a virtuous prince

wou'd ever have thought himfelf honour'd

by fuch a choice ? Muft not the moft loyal

fubjefts daily be convinced, if their prince

were as well acquainted with the character

of fome perfons as they were; that inftead

of recommending them to the favour of

others.
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others, he wou'd banifh them from his own ?

Shou'd the minifters of truth then, help to

continue fuch grofs impofitions? Shoud a

Univerfity» we were bold to alk, entrufted

with the care of youth (and which by a

faithful difcharge of that truft, had juftly

acquired the highell: reputation) lend the

fan6lion of its countenance to every Jlate

hypocrite \ who, the better to play a part in

fome political farce, wanted to put on the

mafk of religion ? And who, after the end

was anfwer'd, wou'd certainly defpife the

very men that help'd to fit him with it ? Sure*

ly, in all fuch cafes men ought rather with

humility to reprefent the great difficulty,into

which they were thrown. And if all princes

were like him, who then fiU'd the throne, we
faid, there cou'd be no room to doubt, but

that they wou'd fpeedily be reliev'd. As

for ourfclves, we added, we ought always to

remember, that we were alfo the fervants

of another king; to whom, if we cou'd

have been before in any doubt about it,

our then gracious monarch had inform 'd

us, he wou'd have us think our firft obferv-

ance
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vance due. And therefore, if In any cafe

we fliou'd be convinced, that thefe two du-
ties interfered, we were fufficiently apprif-

ed which of the two we fhou'd firfl com-
ply with ; fecure from giving any offence

to him, w^ho had a right to expe6l the

other. To end this matter, we faid, we were

perfuaded to hope, no mifconftruclions

cou'd be put on our behaviour in the pre-

fent inftance, as we meant to choofe one

who, befides his other moil eminent quah-

fications, then bore a place of high truft

under his Majeftyi and whofe family had

eminently diftinguifh'd themfelves in the

moft honourable fervices both to the late

and prefent King.

To thefe arguments of a public nature,

many amongft them had others of a more
private kind : fome of which , it was thought,

they kept fecretj others they openly a-

vow'd. And as the fame are likely to come
in ufe again, it may not be amifs here to

take notice at leafl of one of the chief of

them. Many faid then, for inftance, that

tho' they entertain'd, they fuppofed, the

fame opinion of the two Candidates, as

F others
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otliers didj yet they thought themfelves

obliged to give up their own judgement to

the i?jterceJJiofi of friends : as if they ap-

proved that method of reafoning, which
Davy makes ufe of to his Mafter Shallow

in the play.*

Davy. *' I befeech you, Sir, to countenance

Williajn Vifor of Woncot againfl Clement

Pd^y^^i of the Hill."

Shallow, " There are many complaints,

Davy, againft that Vifor-, that Vifor is an
arrant knave on my knowledge,

"

Davy. " I grant your worfhip, that he is

a knave. Sir ; but yet God forbid, Sir, but
a knave fliou'd have fome countenance at

his friend's requejl ! An honeft man. Sir, is

able to fpeak for himfelf, when a knave is

not.— The knave is mine honejl friend. Sir;

therefore I befeech your worfhip, let him
be countenanced.

"

That the fpecies of arguing, which Davy
here makes ufe of, had its validity with
Juftice Shallow, we faid, we cou'd not dif-

pute
: only we thought, it wou'd be liable

to rather lefs exception in the prefent in-

ftance, if all the Shallows, who were per-

. fuaded

* Second Part. Hen. IVth. Shakefpear.
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fuaded by it, wou'd deliver in along with

their own, the names of all thofe Davys,

whether Squires, KTiights, or Lo7'ds (it is to

be hoped, no Right Rev"" wou'd appear in

fuch a lift) at whofe interceilion countenance

had been procured for fuch a Candidate 1

The world, we faid, by this means wou'd

be able to judge, at whofe door to lay the

blame, if any thing wrong fhou'd happen

;

and the credit of this place might in fome

degree be preferv'd. We cou'd forefee no

obje6lion to fuch a fchemc} as we thought,

it wou'd relieve the voters themfelves from

much confufion -, and the zeal of the Pro^

curers wou'd at the fame time be made

more manifeft.—

*

But

* The Author has a note here, in which he a-

pologizes for the omifTion of fome other particulars

that v/ere canvafs'd at that time: but fays, he

hopes, in the work of a day, fuch omiflions will be

excufed. I fhou'd have taken no notice of what
he fays here, as mere words of courfe, had it not

been for a quaint explanation, which he has at

the fame time given, of the work of a day. At
the firft glance I fuppofed, he had only meant a

work calculated for a day, or likely only to live a

day, is'c. But was greatly furprifed to find him
very gravely calculating (in order to juftify the

F 2 ex-
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But after having mentioned fome cir-

cumftances, which may perhaps be look'd

upon as rather of an unfavourable kind,

it wou'd be unjuft not to add (what muft

always reflect an honor on the Univerfity)

that the V.C.*, ten Heads of Houfes out of

fixteen,

exprefTion in a ftrider fenfe) the precife quantity

of time it had coil him to write this performance;

which, upon the exaftefl: computation he cou'd

make, he faid, appear'd to be ^^^^\ 59'. 48". juft a

few feconds fhort of two days. It wou'd have

hurt the old Gent. I dare fay, not a little to have

had it exceed this time ; and make no doubt but

he tried every method he cou'd think of, to bring

it under. A common piece of vanity in Authors

this of eftimating their works by time! which yet

ihey have the prudence never to infert in their

Title page. But as I don't remember to have met
wir.h an inftance, in which it was carried to a

more whimfical pitch, than in the prefent -, 1 was

refolved, tho' perhaps at the expence of my friend,

the reader fliou'd fee it.

* I'he V.C. in particular (whofe private character

might be collected from hence, that all the Fellows of

his college voluntarily, not induced byfuch methods,

as were made ufe of in fome other colleges, made
him the offer of their votes) juftly acquired the

higheft reputation for his fteady and upright con-

dud on this occafion ; which came the better re-

commended perhaps to us young folks, on account

of his being the youngeft V.C. (except Mr.
Ellifton, Mafter of Sidney, in the year

1764J
that

had
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fixteen, and Dolors m nearly the fame

proportion (in both whicli dalles too were

to be reckon'd many of the moil lefpecla-

ble names we had amongft us) fliew'd

themfehxs actuated by far different fenti-

ments.

had been remember'd for many years. You may
judge of his Impartiality by the following circum-
ftance. Upon the firfl appearance of this conteft,

many perfons, who had before quitted the Univer-
fity, not willing to lofe fuch an opportunity of
fhewing their zeal, got their names re-enter'd in

feme College Books, &c. Which, as matters then

flood, wou'd after three months entitle them to

a vote. Afterwards indeed, to prevent many dif-

agreeable circumftances attending thefe re-admif-

fions, and in fome degree to put a flop to that in-

undation of them, which threaten'd to pour in on
this occafion, the flatutable time of qualifying

was, by a Decree of the Senate, extended to a

year. At the fame time, to fetde things in the

fairefl manner, it was agreed that each fide fhou'd

have the fame number of thefe votes •, and they,

who had the fewefl, were allow'd, before the new
Grace pafs*d, to admit as many, as wou'd make
their number equal to ours. But, a vacancy
happening much fooner than all good men wifh'd,

fome of the lafb admitted had not then quite

completed the time necelTary to give them a right

of voting. As they wanted, however, but a litde

of it, and had been at fome expence to acquire

this right; the V.C. thought it wou'd be but e-

quitable, as well as agreeable to the plan of paci-

fication
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mcnts. How it wou'd have ended, cou'd

never be exactly known; for the miniftry

being juft then changed, this affair was of

courfe dropt. But

fication cntei 'd into at the time of pafTing the new
Grace, to allow them all to complete this time.

As he had therefore indiiputably the lole right of

appointing the day of Election, he appointed fuch

a day (at a fortnight's diftance from the time of

the Vacancy's being notified, the ullial time allow'd

by our ftatutes for molt other Eleftions) as wou'd
not only afford fufficient opportunity for all fides to

prepare themfclves, but wou'd alfo (reckoning

months by weeks, which it was then thought, and
is perhaps flill, were the months intended by the

old Grace) fecure the right of^//thefe re-admitted

votes. I fay ^//, becaufe by appointing the Election

only one day fooner, he might have fecured all thofe,

which were fuppofed to be on that fide he thought

fit to efpoufei and by the fame means have fet afide

4 or 5 of the others. A degree of candor not to be

expected, Vm afraid, from every body in fuch cir-

cumllances! And yet even this moft fair proceed-

ing cou'd not fatisfy the minds of fome men. By
their great fkill in Aftronomy (for by whatever

influence of the ftars it was, they had fome mod
famous Aftronomers amongft them) they found
out that a month of 2 8 days was not quite equal

to one that confifted either of 29, 30, or 31 days ;

and as this happen'd to be Leap-year, there was
not one month in the Almanack of 28 days,

which you cou'd fairly call a calendar month. Or,
left I injure the difcovery by my method of re-

lating it, I will give it you in their own fcientific

terms— "The fpace of time, faid they, from Dec.

22d
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But to return, from whence I digrefs'd

;

tho' I judged it might not be amifs to lay

before you many of the various Hghts, in

which fuch a matter was once confidered;

yet I am perfuaded, there is but one, (as

was obferved before) in which it ought

to

22d to Mar. 22d {mindyour exclufi-ves and inclufives)
being equal to die months of Dec. Jan. and Feb.
added together, was equal to the months of Jan.
Feb. and Mar. added tcgether" that is, the months
of Bee. and Mar. being kind enough to confift
each of them of 3 1 days, it appear'd that 31 + 31+ 29, put together or puU'd afunder, how you
wou'd, wou'd always be equal to 314.29 + 31
ufe them aJfo as you wou'd; whereby they cou'd
clearly demonftrate, that the months of Dec. Jan.
and Feb. or of Jan. Feb. and Mar. were exaclly
neither more nor lefs, than what you might call
three complete, legitimate Calendar months. A
difcovery ot this kind is not made every day; fo to
preferve it, they threw it into the fhape of a Me-
morial, which three or four of them immediately
carried, heavy loaded with this important truth, to
the V. C. Who, whatever opinion he might en-
tertain of their Aftroncmy, cou'd not be perfuaded
to make ufe of their Arithmetic, as he apprehended
they wanted, by fome hidden power in numbers,
to make him believe that 2 were equal to 5. (for
the end of all this Aftrology was to fet afide 12 of
our votes with the lofs of only 9 of their own,
leaving by that means the N^ of re-admiiiions, 5 to
2 in their own favour;. Wherefore he determin'd to
avail himfeJf (after having to no purpofe propofed

everv
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to be regarded by men in our fituation;

and this is one of fuch importance, that

I will venture to fay, not only the credit,

influence, and welfare of this place^ but

of religion alfo itfelf, depends upon a due

obfervance of it.

every other method of adjufting the difficulty) fb

far of their lunar equations^ as to defer the day of

Kledion (upon the fame principle flill as before,

however fuch petulant treatment might have jufti-

fied a deviation from it, of letting the agreement

enter'd into at the pafling of the new Grace have

it's full force) till all the re-admitted votes had

completed, to the fatisfadlion of thefe Aftronomers,

3 full, perfecft, calendar months. And yet, wou*d

you believe it ! they were not fatisfied with all this;

but endeavour'd to throw all the blame of what-

ever inconvenience might arife from their own ill-

judged conduct on the V. C. to whofe friends this

alteration muft needs have been as inconvenient

as to theirs.

How different the condu6l of fuch narrow minds

from that of their noble patron ! wlio, it was faid,

took the trouble of writing upon this occafion an

exceeding ^f«/(?f/, ohliging\^^\xtx to the V. C. hint-

ing only in the moft courteous manner fome little

c-pprehenfions^ left poflibly he might have offended

againft fome trilling punftilio of Office \ by way
of preventing any dilagreeable furprife^ in cafe he

fhou'd hereafter be call'd to account tor it ! Some
over warm people, who were not acquainted with

the extreme civility of the thing, called this a

threatning Letter; with what jullice, may appear

from a fair reprelcntation of it

!

A



LETTER
T O

Sir Martin Stukeville, Kt.

at Daibam^ Suffolk.



THE

A U T H O R to the R E A D E R.

I
Shall make no apology for troubling

you with the following origi?tal

Letter, If ajty were necejfaryy the

name of the Writer woud be a fuffi-

cient one. But I fhall rather hope^

that the pleafure it will afford^ may
he fome apology for the trouble I have

already given you. It contai?ts fome
very particular-i and^ I thi?iky at pre-

fent very interefting circumflances,

'They are too obvious to need any com-

ment ; but if they wanted one^ the

Jlightejl obfe?'vation on prefent affairs

woudfully explane them.—
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LETTER
T O

SirMARTIN StUKEVILLE, Kt.

at Dalha7n^ Suffolk,

Worthie Sir,

THAT you might not altogether want

newes this week, through your abun-

dance the lalt, we have bred fome ; and that

the Age being {o fruitful! of wonders, we

Academicam might not be wanting to pro-

duce fomething for the World to wonder

at. To tell you plainly, we have chofe the

Duke of Buckingham our Chancellor, and

that with more then ordinary Triumph. I

will tell as much as my time will lett me.

Our Chancellor my Lo. of Suffolk dyed

on Sunday about two o' Clock in the Morn-

G 2 ing,
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ing, which no fooner came to our Eares

on Munday, but about dinner time arrives

Dr. Wilfon (my Lo. of London's Chaplain)

without Letters, but with a MefTage from

his Lord, that we fhould chufe the Duke,

fuch being his Majeflie's defire and pleafure.

Our Heads met after Sermon, where by

*Dr.Wren, f Beale, J Maw, |1
Pafk this mo-

tion was urged with that vehemencie, and as

it were confidence of authoritie, that the reft

were either awed or perfwaded -, and thofe

that would not, yet durft not adventure to

make further oppofition, though they en-

clined (if it be lawfull to fay fo) to more

advifed Councells. It was in vain to fay,

that Dr. Wilfon's l?are ivord from his Lord,

was no fufficient teftimonie of his Majeftie's

pleafure, nor fuch as might be a ground of

an acl of fuch confequence; that we Ihould

by this act prejudge the Parliament j that

inllead of Patronage we fought for,we might

bring a lofting fcandalU cind draw a general!

contempt and hatred upon the Univerjitie^

as tnen of moft proftitute fiattcrie. That it

would

Mafters of * Peter Hoiife, f Pembroke Hall,

J Trinity, n Clare Hall.—
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would not be fafe for us to engage our-

felves in publick differences ; that at leafl,

to avoyd the imputation of folly and teme-

ritie in the doing, it would be wifedome to

wait our full time of 14 dayes, and not to

precipitate the Eledlion. To this laft were

anfwered, the fooner the better, and more

acceptable ; if we flayed to expe6l the Event

in Parliament, it would not be worth

God-ha-mercy.

Upon the newes of this confultation and

refolution of the Heads, wc of the Body

murmur, we run one to another to com-
plaine, we fay, the Heads in this Ele6lion

have no more to do then any of us, where-

fore we advife what to do, and whom to

fett up : Some are for my Lo. Keeper, others

for my Lo. Andover (Barkfhire:) but leafl

we might be found over weak being dif-

trafled, we agree, that he that fliall find

mofl voices of thefe, or any other fett up,

the refl fhould all come to him. Here-

upon on Tuefday Morning (notwithfland-

jng every Head fent for his Fellowes to

perfwade them for the Duke) fome durfl

be fo bold, as to vifitt for the contrary in

pub-
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publick— Others more privately, inquired

how their Friends, and others were affeft-

ed. But that fame day about dinner time,

the Biiliop of London arrived unexpe6led,

yet found his own Colledge {^eenes)

moil bent and refolved another way, to his

no fmall difcontentment. At the fame

time comes to town Mr. Mafon (my Lo.

Under-Secretary) and Mr. Cofens, and Let-

ters from my Lo. of Durham, exprefly fig-

nifying in his Majeftie's name (as they told

us, and would have us believe) that his

Majeflie would be well pleafed, if we chofe

the Duke. My Lo.Bidiop labours, Mr.Mafon

vifitts for his Lord, Mr. Cofens for the moft

true Patron of the Clergie and of Schollars.

Maflers belabour their Fellowes, Dr. Maw
fends for his, one by one, to perfwade

tliem, fome twife over. On Thurfday

Morning (the day appointed for the Elec-

tion) he made a large Speech in the Col-

ledge Chappell, that they would come of

unanimoudy. When the School-Bell rung,

he caufed the Colledge Bell alio to ring, as

to an A(5l, and all the Fellowes to come

into the Hall, and to attend him to the

Schooles
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Schooles for the Duke, that fo they might

win the honour, to have it accounted their

Colledge A61. Divers in Towne gott Hack-

neys, and fled to avoyd importunity j very

many, and fome whole Colledges were got-

ten by the fearfull Mailers, the Bp. and

others to fufpend, who otherwife were re-

folved againll the Duke j and kept away

with much indignation. And yet for all

this ftirre, the Duke carried it but by 3

'voices from my Lo. Andover, whom we

voluntarily fett up againft him, without

any motion on his behalfe, yea without

his knowledge. You will not believe how
they triumphed (I mean theMafters above-

named) when they had got it. Dr. Pafk

made his Colledge *exceed that night.

Some fmce had a good mind to have

quefcioned the Ele6Vion for fome reafons :

but I think they will be better advifed for

their own eafe. We had but ojie DoBor

in the whole Towne durfl (for fo I dare

fpeak) give with us againft the Duke, and

that was Dr. Porter of Qneenes. What will

the

* Make an Addition to their Commons, fo as to

exceed the ordinary Allowance ; i. e. make a Feafl.
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the Parliament fay to us? did not our Bur-

gefles condemn the Duke, in their Charge

given up to the Lords ? I pray God we

heare well of it. But the Adlors are as

bold as Lyons, and I halfe beleeve would

faine fufFer, that they might be advanced—

Thus with my befl refpe6l,

I reft, and am Yours, &c.

Chrift Coll.

June 3. [1626.]

JOSEPH MEDE.

FINIS.
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