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AN ADDRESS, &c.

" X EAR God, and give glory to him, for

the hour of his judgment is come/' Xhe ^^e^-^''^- ••

awful import of this Divine injunction is

fully applicable in a national capacity. It

is righteoufnefs only that can exalt a na- Prov. xiv.si.

tion, raife it in the Divine eflimation, and

draw down upon it the bleffing of the Lord.

I cannot but believe that this awful lan-

guage muft have frequently arrefted the

attention of the more ferious amongll you,

and the nation in general ; and in a par-

ticular manner of later times. It muft be

obvious, that in this day in which we live,

the judgments of the Lord are in the

earth; and becaufe of thefe things it may
be faid, men's hearts are ready to faint

within them. But as the true fear of God
predominates in our minds, it delivers from

that fear which muft probably, at times,

more or lefs, affail the minds of all thofe

who are not willing to have God in all

A 2 their
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tl-eir thoughts; namely, the fear of what

man may do unto them. And thereby it

is that we are enabled to give glory to

God, by bringing forth fruits of righteouf-

nefs. A ChrilHan's dependance (hould be

firmly fixed on Him who is all-powerful,

and who can caufe difmay to overtake the

mofl: intrepid. He has various and fecret

means to overturn all the purpofes of thofe

who have refpeft only to the obtaining

their own ambitious ends. But before we

can experience this confidence, as a nation,

a previous (lep muft be taken: we mufl

i.aiah i. iG ceafe to do evil. " Put away," faith the

Lord, " the evil of yaur doings from be-

fore mine eyes: ceafe to do evil." May
we, individually, be concerned ; and, in an

efpecial manner, you in whom the power

is fo much vefted, to endeavour that the

caufes of evil may be removed, that fo the

baneful effects may more and more ceafe.

This is that which will find acceptance

with God, and is the fall which he hath

isaiah ivii. 6. chafen, '*to loofe the bands of wicked-

nefs;" or, in other words, that ye exert

yourfelves, labouring under that Divine aid

which awaits every fincere feeking foul in

the profecution of its duty. By thefe

means
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means you may be made a blefling to this

nation; and, poffibly, a means of our pre-

fervation from long-threatened calamities.

Much reds with you, towards checking

the torrent of evil. No longer wink there-

at; for, whether we are active in the evil

ourfelves, or acquiefce, by not timely, and

in good earned, exerting ourfelves to fup-

prefs it, we make ourfelves parties to the

guilt, and may (land accufed in the fight of

God. O that, by increafingly following

after righteoufnefs, ye may become inftru-

mental to promote the defign of Heaven,

in fuffering judgment fo awfully to over-

fpread the earth! For, if we are favoured

(fill to procure for our Friend, Him who
yet remains to be " mightier than the noife^.^i^^,;;;^^

of many waters ;
yea, than the mighty

waves of the fea;" and can availingly fay

unto the greateft potentate that ever trod

this globe, hitherto thou (lialt go and no

further, what have we to fear, or of what

need we be afraid ? " If we are follow- i Pet. lu. 13

ers of that which is good," followers

after righteoufnefs, purity, and holinefs,

and concerned to be found perfevering

therein, " what fliall ever be able to harm
\js," either as a nation or individually?

A3 If
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If the Lord continue to be on our fide, and

plead our caufe for us with our enemies,

no weapon formed againft us can eventu-

ally profper. But if we continue to per-

fifl, as a nation, not to take warning at

others' harms; are not concerned, in good

earneft, to feek to God for help, each one

to do our part towards having the caufes

of the evil removed; what may we not

expect will be the confequences thereof?

May you be found the leaders in this work

of reformation! you in whom the executive

power is vefled. If it profper in your

hands, the complaint that fome of the

iaw-makers, and fome of thofe who are

entruiled to enforce them, are violators of

them, will then ceafe. Many of you are

inftrumental in inflicting the punifhment

which the law allots to crimes. And who
art thou, O man ! that art faying to another,

taod.xx. 15. « Thou (halt not deal:" for if thou art co-

vetous; living in adultery; wantonly waft-

ing the good things of God; openly and

profanely fwearing, and taking the name

of the Lord in vain;, art thou not equally

guilty before him? If thou thinkeft other-

wife, thou mayft be deceiving thyfelf. God
cannot be deceived. He is not like poor,

frail
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trail man. How can laws, if they are ever

fo well framed, profper in the things they

are defigned for, except they are enforced

by example on the part of thofe who give

them forth, and are entrufted with their

execution. Oh that I had words to en-

force thefe things equal to the concern that

I feel ! from a firm belief that they would

do more for us, as a nation; more effectu-

ally fecure us from the calamities to which

other nations, of late years^ have been

witnefs of, than all yoiir contrivances for

defending the nation; all your exertions

ufed to increafe the number of watch-

towers, or any other means of defence*

And I am firmly perfuaded, that every one

who is preferved in the faith of one God
over all, good unto all, will, at times, feel

in himfeif, the force of this facred truth*

that, "except the Lord keep the city^ the p^. cxxvh. i,

watchman waketh but in vain."

The dreadful calamities that have been

felt by other nations, we well knovv^, have

not been confined to the poor and middle

clafses of life; for neither royalty, dignity,

nor property, have been any protection.

Kings have been dethroned, diftinclions

A 4 levelled.
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levelled, property diflributed and deftroy-

ed, without the means, on the part of the

fufferers, to help themfelves. No doubt,

as thefe things have reached the ears of

many in this nation, aftonifliment has filled

the heart; and this conclufion has fre-

quently been the refult of fuch informa-

tion, that the inflrument of thefe turnings

and overturnings in nations and kingdoms,

has been fuffered to be a fcourge, by Him

who -cannot err. We muft not conclude,

that, becaufe we have hitherto efcaped

drinking the bitter cup which other na^

tions have had to drink of, that they were

finners above ourfelves. No; for except

we are found timely bringing forth fruits

of repentance, we may be (liarers in fuch

fufFerings; and fhould Almighty God fcQ

meet to fuffer an overflowing fcourge to

ent,er our borders, where (hall we be able

to (lielter ourfelves with fafety. It muft bo

acknowledged that we are a nation highly

favoured of God; but that there is alfo

caufe for us to fmite our hands upon our

bread, and acknowledge we are a finful

nation. Yet, notwithRanding this, I have

been led, at times, humbly to hope, we are

not amongfl: the laft in the Divine eflima-

tion.
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tlon. I defire to be preferved from pre-

fuming or flattering ; and yet, (notwith-

ftanding the affli6live confideration of the

flaughter of fo many thoufands of our

countrymen, during the prefent war, and

the fufferings of the widows and fatherlefs,

the confequences thereof,) I cannot help

querying, What nation excels this in hu-

manity? A virtue, and a precious virtue it

is, and in which, I believe, we have, as a

nation, of late been increafing. In what

has it more confpicuoufly manifefled itfelf,

than by the fuccefsful exertions ufed to

abolifti that iniquitous traffick in human
blood, the flave trade? When the favoured

event, (for fo I confidered it,) reached

mine ear, my very heart feemed to leap

within me for joy. It felt to me like mov-
ing from off the fhoulders of this nation a

great load of iniquity; and, at times, I am
led humbly to hope it was a facrifice f a

fweet-fmelling favour unto God. By what

nation alfo are we excelled in liberality and

a6ls of benevolence? arifing, I doubt not,

in the general way, from a pure motive;

a defire to alleviate the fufferings of thofe

in diftrefs. Oh, may we not ftop here, my
dear countrymen of every defcription, but

may
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may we, in good earneft, become concern-

ed, as with one dccord^ to put. (houlder

to flioulder in this work, that in an in-

dividual and national capacity we may
excel in every other Chriftian virtue. O
that the great and good work, which I can-

not doubt is begun in the minds of fome of

thofe who ftand foremoft in national con-

cerns, may not be retarded by any tem-

poral confideration of confequences : that

io they may, by their faithfulnefs, lead

on others therein. So, by our example as

a nation, we may become inflrumental^

through Divine aid, to further the coming
Isaiah ii. 4. Qf |-]^^(. glorious gofpel day, when *' nation

fhall not lift up fword againfl nation, neither

fhall they learn war any more;" and caufe

the language yet to arife in the hearts of
Pi. cixiy. 15. neighbouring nations, *•' Happy is that peo-

ple whofe God is ib° Lord." So his praife,

through our faithfulnefs, may yet fpread

Zcch. ix. 10. as " from fea even to fea, and from the

river even to the ends of the earth." Nei-

ther have I been difmayed when endea-

vouring to view how matters ftand with

us, as a nation, as to religion. My mind
lias not been able to believe we are behind-

hand with other nations in religion—(true

religion.)
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religion.) Although we are divided and

fubdivided into To many denominations,

each one, more or lefs, differing from ano^

ther, as to the mode of worfhipping the

Creator
;
yet, all being firmly perfuaded in

their own minds in this refpecl, and a61ing

in all things confident, doing their duty in

all things faithfully and uprightly in the

prefence of God, whether vocally or men-

tally engaged to feek the continuance of

his help, fuch are accepted of Him. That

there are of this bleffed number amongfl

the different profeffors of the Chriftian name
in this land, I doubt not; and yet, as a

nation colleftively, the language to a church

formerly is but too applicable to us: <^ I He?, iii. ?.

have not found thy works perfect before

God." Oh may we feel a lively concern

that we may profit by the command which

fuGceeded this reproof: " Remember, there- rcv. ni s,

fore, how thou haR received and heard, and

hold faff and repent." If this be not the

cafe, let us bear in mind what may follow:

"if, therefore, thou ffialt not watch, I will RcF^iii. 3.

come upon thee as a thief; and thou (halt

not know what hour I will come upon
thee." May it not be faid, O England!

England! thy fait hath hitherto prefen^ed

thee.
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thee, and not thy long-boafted fleets and

armies; for had it not been for the fake of

the few righteous, under various names,

that are yet to be found in thee ; and had

not the Lord continued to be unto thee for

walls, and for bulwarks, around thy bor-

ders, might not thou have been as Sodom,

and like unto Gomorrah, long ago.

Is it not a proof that degeneracy and ir-

religion are increafing in this land? that

the day fet apart for religious purpofes

(hould be made, by fo many, a day of the

greateft diffipation, extravagance, riot, and

drunkennefs ; and that even what are called

the higher ranks, -are bad examples to the

lower order in this refpeft. And it appears

to me, that fome of the caufes contributing

thereto are the needlefs increafe and great

abufe of houfes of public entertainment,

flage coaches unneceffarily travelling, and

pleafure horfes and carriages let out to hire,

on that day of the week, which mud con^

tribute to fuch diflipation: to which has

been of late added a new device, news-

papers fold on this day, ufually called

*' Sunday Papers" which muft, more or

kfs, have a tendency to dilTipate the

mind.
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mind, and difqualify it for offering ac*

ceptable worfliip to God.

Suffer, therefore, the word oF exhortation

from one who humbly hopes his love is

fincere to all men; and although there

may be amongft the counfellors of this na-

tion, thofe who may fay, there is but little

in thefe things that are pointed at, yet, let

fuch remember, the Scriptures declare,

** he that contemneth fmall things, fhall fall eccic. xix. t,

by little and little." But they are not little

things, if they obflru6l our being found in

the difcharge of our duty to our Maker

;

and will, no doubt, if purfued, ultimately

tend to greater evils. O lay thefe things

to heart! ye in whom the executive power

is more immediately vefled, before it be

too late, (by thefe and other evils being

fuffered to go on, and the baneful con-

fequences thereof fpread,) left our fait

(houW, more and more, lofe its favour,

irreligion and infidelity increafe, and we

be found henceforth, " good for nothing,
r^iat. v. is.

but to be caft out and trodden under foot

of men." The Almighty may then take

from around us his hedge of defence, fuffer

us to be laid open, as other nations have

been.
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been, to the robbers and fpoilers, contrary,

I believe, to his gracious defigns.

Every good work mufl: have a beginning;

yet, be it ever fo fmall, as it is fuffered to

go on progrefllvely, in due time its com-

pletion will be efFe6led. That thefe things

niay become matters that may claim all due

attention, on the part of thofe, in an efpe-

dial manner, who (hould take the lead

therein, is what I am favoured, at times,

fervently to crave,

THOMAS SHILLITOE,

Tottenham, Middlesex,

t^d of the 6th Month, 1808.

fINIS,

I'rJnted by W, Dattoa and J. and
J.

Harvey, Giac^Qburch-ftrf?t.
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