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THE
POLITICKS * both Sides,

With Regard to

Foreign Affairs, 6V.
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H E whole Face of Affairs in

j&m#0 is, within the Space of
the laft Year, fo much alter'd,

that it is almoft impoflible for
the moll unconcern'd Spectator
to prevent his Thoughts from
running out into Queltions and

ouppoiitions about it. Curhjtty it felf, the low-
eft Principle of all our Enquiries, will force its
Way into fuch a Scene ; and will expect, or in-
vent, fome Account of fo furprizing a Change
from a Calm, hardly parallels by any past
Prospect, to a fudden Gathering of Clouds

;which, if not foon dilhpatcd, mult burlt and'
dilcharge Themfelves fomewhere or other.
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en Self-Intereft is join'd to this naia*
rat Curioftty, and it becomes a perfonal and no-
tional Concern to know the main Caufes and
Springs of fuch Ez-ents, as all are intcrelted in

;
there leems then to be a Right, ftridly fo cal-
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tc led, to demand and receive all the Satisfaction

" the Nature of fuch Affairs can permit to be
u given. In a free Nation cfpecially, where no
*' Refolutions can be effectual without the Con-
u fent and Support of the Community, every
w Man, who can think at all, will think it an in*
" jitrions Treatment, if, at a proper Time and in

" a proper Manner, fotne Light be not held forth to
u them, and fome fatisfactory Solution given of
" fuch Appearances, as muft othervvife very much
" perplex and diflurbHim.

I chufe to begin this Difcourfe in the very fame
Words with the Author of the * Enquiry, about
feven Years ago ; not only becaufe the prefent

State ofAffairs in Europe feems to be as like the

State oi Affairs, at that Time, as two Conjunc-
tures can potfibly rcfemble each other; but like-

wife for a Juftification of the prefent Enquiry, to

which I think myfelf equally intitled, though per-

haps not fo well instructed as that Writer ', and
" f every Briton, who, cither by his Treafure or
" his Blood, by his Vote or his Intereft, by his
u Perfbn or his Pvepfefentative, hath in Time pall
li borne any Part in procuring the common Peace,
" and eftabliihing the feveral Interefts of Europe

;
il every fuch Member of the Britifi Nation, who
" by this Time rlatter'd Himfclf with Hopes of
" enjoying the Rcfult of all his Toil, and Taxes,
" and Blood, in an nnitierfal Peace, and an extend"

" -ed, undijlurb'd Commerce, hath a Right to ask
u How comes this Face of Things to be again
a overclouded? -^//Europe once mcreindgi*
*< tat'ion!

It is not improbable that Thife, *f in whofe Time

°f

* See an Enquiry into the Heafons of the Gcnduff of Great

$ itai?;> &c p. 5. I Id. p. 4. *| lb.



c n
of Power fuch a Crifis of political Affairs appears

in the World, may afcribe it intircly to an Event,

which no human Wifdom could polTibly forefee
;

I mean the Death of the late King of Poland
;

but whether it is really owing to that Incident, or

to fome other Caufes more remote, ihall be the

Bulmefs of our prefent Enquiry.

When I firft took the Refolution of writing up-

on this Subject, I propofed, for the Sake of Im-
partiality, not only to ftate the Politicks on both

Sides from their ozvn Writings, but to place their

refpeclive Arguments upon every material Topick
of Debate, for feveral Years pair, in oppolite Co-
lumns, and in their own Words- with no farther

Remarks upon them than what ihould be juit. ne-

ccfTary to connect them together, and make them
generally underitood. This, no Doubt, would
have been the moil effectual Way to obviate the

common Complaints againit political Writers, and to

purge myfelf from the Imputation of deiigning to

mifreprcfent the Arguments on either Side, or to

draw falfe Concluiions from them. But, upon
Trial, I found the Reafoning of fome Writers,

whom I am obliged to quote, ib very diffus'd, and
fcatter'd up and down in feveral Parts of the fanis

Book, or reiterated with frequent Variations in

others, according to the different Cireumttances of
Affairs ; that I could not put my full DeJign in

Execution, without fwelling this Treatife to a much
larger Bulk, than would be either proper, or a-
greeable upon fuch an Occaiion. I was therefore

obliged to take a Ihorter Method, by collecting

their Scnfe together, and reducing their Argu-
ments, upon feveral Points, into Proportions, with
marginal References to the Writers Thcmfelves.

As I chufe this Method for the Reader's Eaie

more
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more than my own ; fo I alTure the Publick that

wherever I find myfelf under this Neceflity of a-

bridgjing the Arguments on either Side, I will do it

with the utmoft Exaclnefs and Fidelity, as far as I

undcrftand them my felf ; and though it may be

foon perceived to which Side I am inclined, I fhall

fcorn to attempt any mean Triumph over the

ether, or to impofe on the World, by any wilful

Mifreprefcntation ; for I think it not only an un-

fair, but a moil ridiculous Way of writing upon

any difputable, or difputed Subject to wreit the

Words of an Adverfary, or the Meafures, upon

which they are founded, to any Meaning, or Con-
fcquences, which do not naturally refult from

them. Such Artifices as Thefe may impofe upon

Perfons, unacquainted with the Point in Debate,

and ferve the little Purpofes of a temporary Expe-

dient • but will always recoil at laft upon Thofe,

who make ufe of them, and do moll Hurt to that

Caufe, which they arc calculated to promote.

This being premifed, as the Rule of my own
Conduct in the prefent Enquiry, I fhall now pro-

ceed to a curfory View of the principal Tranfacti-

ons for feveral Years part, and the Sentiments of
both Parties upon them, as they appear in their

Writings ; with feme Obfcrvations on the Courfe

oiEvents, as the furelt Guides to us for difcover-

ing the true Caufes of the prefent Commotions in

Europe.

It is acknowledged, on both Sides, that all our

late Negotiations and Expedients, to preferve the

publick Tranquility, were occafioned by the firft

Treaty of Vienna and the Counter-Allyance of

Hanover, which fuccceded it; for his late Majelty

was pleafed to allure us from the Throne, in the

Year 1724, that We had Peace with all Powers
abroad ; but We had fcarce Time to congratulate

our
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ourfelves on this happy Situation of Affairs, before

the whole Scene was again embroiled, as the En-
quirer mofl pathetically complains in the PaiFages

before cited. The chief Point therefore in Difpute

at that Time was, to what Gaufcs fo fudden and,

as it was called, fo unaccountable a Conjunction was
really owing. The Court-Writers, as well as their

Patrons, imputed it, in the moil peremptory Man-
ner, to the dangerous Deligns of the Courts of
Vienna and Madrid, againlt the Liberties of'Europe

in general, as well as the mofl valuable Interefls of
Great Britain in particular. The Writers on the

other Side feemed to look upon it only as a defen-

five Treaty between two Nations, whofe Intereit it:

was to ally Themfelves to each other at that par-

ticular Juncture. This Point was fully canvafs'd

about Five Years ago, by * a Gentleman, who
wrote under the Name of John Trot, and
the Author of the Enquiry • in theCourfe of which
Debate, I think it was indubitably proved that the

Profpect of the Infanta's being fent back from
France, after the Duke of Orleans's Death, induced
the Court of Spain to begin a Negotiation with
the Emperor ; and that her being actually fent back,
with our Refufal of the file Mediation, determined
his Catholick Majefiy to put a finifhing Hand to
that Treaty. To This it was added that our Re-
fufal to reilore Gibraltar to the Spaniards, in Pur-
fuance of a Promife, as They pretended, founded
on a LETTEK.from his late Majefiy to the Kin<*
otSpain, might be another Motive to fuch a Refo-
lution at the Court of Madrid • for though the
very Exiflcnce of any fuch Letter was at firil ftre-

nuoufly denied, a Copy of it hath been fince pro-

duced

* See Trot's fecond Letter to the Cra rtfman, Vol. 4. p. 74.
V'fcnce of the Enquiry, p. 14. JoH Trsti third titter to the
Craftfmant Vol. 4. p. 272,
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duced in bothHoufes of Parliament ; and if it does

not contain an abfolute Promife, yet it furnifhes

Them with a Prctenlion, at leaft, to found fuch a

Claim upon it. It was likewife fuggeiled, not

without ibme Grounds, that our concluding a pri-

vate Treaty at Madrid, in the Year 172 1, whilrt

We were Mediators between Spain and the Empe<*

ror, gave fuch an Umbrage at the Court of Vienna

as help'd to pave the Yv ay to a Reconciliation be-

tween thofe two Powers ', one ofwhom had received

a very great Indignity from the Court of France,

and the other not a little difpleas'd with That of
Great Britain upon the Account beforementioned.

It deferves a Remark in this Place, that Spain de-

pended upon France as her Friend at the Congrefs,

and the Emperor look'd upon Great Britain in the

fame Light • but bath Parties being thus difobliged

by the refpeffhe Mediators, on whom They rely'd,

it became almoft necefiary for the Courts of Vienna

and Madrid to contrive fome Method of reconcil-

ing Themfelves. This feems, at leaft, a plaufible

Reafon for * a two Powers, that could hardly be
a kept within the Bounds of common Decency to-

" wards one another, by all the Addrefs of two
u powerful Mediators in a publick Treaty, abandon-
" ing that Mediation', and, in the Middle of it,

" privately running into one another's Arms with
" all the Marks of cordial Affection and a refo*
iC

lute Friendfhip.

But whatever might be the true Grounds of this

fudden Revolution of Counfels and Diipoiitions

in the two Courts-, it is certain that the Treaty

of Vienna, and the Meafures taken in Oppolition

to it, laid the Foundation of that long Series of

Negotiations, Conventions, and Projects of Ac-
conu

* Enouirj, p. 5-
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commodation, which engrofs'd all our Attention

for feveral Years together. Let us therefore re-*

view the Conduct of both Parties, upon this Oo
calion.

Now, if the Treaty of Vienna contain'd nothing

but an Accommodation of Differences between the

two Courts^ with the ufual Stipulations of Peace
y

Commerce and mutual Dejence, (as the contracting

Parties declared) We had no Occalion to take

fuch an Alarm, or to be in fuch an Hurry of
putting our felves in a Polture of Defence. We
ought rather to have rejoiced that tbefe Powers had
found out a Method of adjutting their own
Differences, after We had attempted it in vain •

Jince nothing elfe was wanting at that Time, as

We have been often told, to compleat the general

Repofe and Tranquility of Europe. Nay, it would
certainly have been our Intereff, in fuch a Cafe,

to accede to that Treaty, as We were invited to

do, inffead of entertaining fuch terrible Appre-
henfions from it, and taking fuch extraordinary

Meafures to defeat it.

But it mult be confefs'd, at the fame Time,
that if the Allies of Vienna had really entered in-

to any fuch dangerous Engagements as our Poli-

ticians apprehended, and their Advocates positively

aflerted, it was certainly their Duty to oppoii

them with the utmoit Vigour.

For this Reafon, the Author of the Enquiry made
it his chief Buiinefs to prove that tfrere Vvas a fe-

cret, offhifroe 'Treaty between the Courts of Vienna

and Madrid, belides thofe publick ones of Peace

and Commerce, which They had communicated to

the World. Nay, He pretended to be \o well in*

form'd of this faff, that He gave us the parti-

cular Articles of it} viz. u
I. * That the Empe-

B « m
* Enquiry, p. 34.
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" rw was to affift Spain, in obtaining Gibraltar by
" Force. 2. That Spain was to fupport the Em-
u peror, in his new Eftablilhment of the Offend
<c Company;, for both which Purpofes, as He told
" us, the Quota's of Money on one Side, and of
" Soldiers on the other were actually fettled. 3.
" That the /wo Courts had undertaken to place
<c the Pretender on the Throne of Grart Britain

;
" and to begin with that Enterprize, before They
<c proceeded to put their other Projects in Exe-
" cution." Thefe were Points, which particularly

affected Great Britain, in her tendereft Concerns.

But the fame Author likewife difcovered another

Article in this fccrety off'enftvc Treaty, which had
the fame bad AfpecT: upon all Europe, and threat-

ened Her with univerfal Monarchy ',
« # I mean,

<c
fays He, the Marriages of the two Arch-Dutch-

u
ejfes, Daughters to the prefent Emperor, with

* c the two Infants of Spain, Sons to the King by
a the prefent' Queen." He then obferves, w that

" fuch an Alliance mull conftitute a Power in one
a Family beyond all, that We have known, for-
4C midable and irrefiftable." In another Place, He
leaves us to judge, a ^ whether ever hitherto any
<c one Scheme hath appeared in Europe, of a De-
w ftru&ion fo univerfal, and of a Ruin fo extended,
* c as This appears plainly to be.

It was indeed alledged that even in the publick

Treaty of Vienna greater Privileges in Commerce

were granted to the *\ Emperors Subjects than to

Thofc oi Great Britain • but the Falmood of this

Affertion appeared very plainly from the Treaty

itfelf, which puts Them only on the fame Foot

with the mofi favoured Nations ; and Great Britain

having long been in that Number, whatever Pri-

vileges

• Enquiry, p. 86. }• /^. p. 91. '

*|- Enquiry, p. 62.
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vileges of Trade any other Nation may obtain from

his Catbolick Majcfty, mult be conceded to Us, at

the fame Time, by Virtue oiformer Treaties. Be-
iides, the King of Spain immediately difown'd any

fuch Delign by his Minilters, and afterwards in 3
formal Article of a Treaty ; which is fo remark-

able that I cannot forbear quoting it.

u * The Mmifers of his Britannick Majefy, and
" of his mofl Chrijlian Majejly having pretended
a that in the Treaties concluded at Vienna be-
u tween the Emperor and the King of Spain , in the
" Year 1725, there were diverle Claufcs, that in-
e< fringed the Articles of the fevcrai Treaties of
cc Commerce, or of the Treaties of Peace, in which
" Commerce may be concerned, antecedent to the

" Year 1725; his Catbolick Majejiy hath declared,
a as He declares by the prcfent Article, that He
a never meant to grant, nor will fufter to fub-

" lift, by virtue of the (aid Treaties of Vienna,

" any Privilege contrary to the Treaties here above
u confirmed.

It was likewife affirmed that the Emperor's Mi-
nijler had acknowledged fbme Engagement with

Sp^in, relating to Gibraltar

'

y
but it appears from

the \ Enquiry itfelf that his Imperial Majejiy en-

tered into this Engagement upon the Reprefcnta-

tion of the Court of Spain, that there remain il ft; 11

fame Things to regulate between his Catbolick Ma-*

jejfy and the King of Great Britain • in which, it

is probable that the Court of Spain might include

the famous Letter of 1721, upon which They
founded their Pretentions and Demand of Gibral-

tar', but the Emperor would engage no farther than

to employ his Mediation between Them, under

thefe Rcftri&ions • that the Points in Difputc had
B 1 any

* See the Treaty of Seville, in Che original Frenekt Art 3
f lb, p. 21.
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any Relation to the Treaty of London, or arofe In

Cotifeqmnce of that Treaty ; nor even then, unlefs

it Jbould prove agreeable to his Britannick Majefty.—
In another Part of thefame BooH it appears,* that

a noble Person in an high Station having pub-

lickly declared it, in the Houfe of Lords, as an

undoubted Truth, that there was a fecret, oflenfive

Alliance bet-ween the Emperor and Spain, which

contain 'd Articles in it definitive to the Rights of

Britain, both with Regard to its Poflellions and its

Commerce abroad • the Imperial Refident here was
ordered to give Satisfaction to the Britifh Court, up-

on this SubjeB, by producing the Article, which his

Maflcr had entered into, relating to Gibraltar
}

and this Article imply'd no more than that his

Imperial Majejly had engaged to ufc his good Offi-

ces, if it fliouldbe agreeable to his Britannick Ma-
jefty, as his Minifier had before declared. But all

thefe Afluranccs were far from giving our Politici-

ans, or their Advocate the Enquirer, any Satis*

fiction that there was no fuch Engagement ; though

the Event hath fufficiently mew'd that the Empe-

fornever gave his Catholick Majejly the leafl Aflift-

ance towards the Recovery of that Place, whilrt

it was befieg'd, nor at any other Time, during

our long Mifunderitanding with thofe Courts.

As ibr the Ostend Company, it was always

treated as a Point of fo little Confequence to our

eficntial Intercfts, on \ one Side • and hath ilnce

been declared fo by the *^ other °, that I ihall not

detain the Reader with any particular Detail of the

Controverlies about it. But it may not be amifs

juit to take Notice, as We pafs along, that this

Company

' * p. 35;. f See the Cmftf'ran, Vol. 1. p. 2C2.

*f ^ee the London Journal, Dec. 21, 1728 ; or the Crofff*

man, Vol. 4. p 84,
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Company hath accidentally proved of great Detri-

ment to us, not only by contributing to the late

Difturbances in Europe, but likewiie by putting all

Countries upon Projects of the fame Kind- and

though his Imperial Majejly hath at length con-

fented to the Abolition of the Company at O/lend,

He is far from having given up all Thoughts of

the Trade, being now carrying on a Negotiation

at Lisbon for that Purpofe.

Let us therefore return to the fecret, offenfne

Treaty ; by which the two Courts of Vienna and

Madrid, as the Efiqxiter afferted, hail not only

entered into the ftrongeft Engagements upon all

thefe Points, but likewife to place the Pretender

upon the Throne of Great Britain. This was, in-

deed, an alarming Conlideration, and what might

juftly provoke the Refcntments of a free People;

cfpecially, when They were aiTured, in the molt

authoritative Manner, u that * the Britifi Court
" had politivc Intelligence, and Intelligence from
u more than one Pcrfon, and fuch as could be in-

u tirely depended on, that one exprefs Article of
u this Alliance between the Emperor and Spain con-
* tain'd an Obligation in Favour of the Preten-
" der, and a Stipulation to make the Attempt
" for Him in England, before opening the War
" in any other Parts."— It is no Wonder, I fav,

that the Paihons of the People were inflamed by
fuch Declarations as Thefe, and broke out into

the warmeft Addrefles againft thefe Powers, whom
They fuppofed to be engaged in fuch dertru&ivc

Meafurcs. Some of Them were fo very zealous,

upon this Occaiion, that They not only exprefs'd

their chcarful Acquiefcence under a Land-Tax of
\four Shillings in the Pound

y
but made a voluntary

Offer
i

* Enquiry, p, 52. \ Totnefs Addrejs*
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Offer of the other ftxteen, and of every Thing clfey
that is dear and 'valuable to Them.

Here likewife I muft repeat my Acknowledg-
ment, that if the Intelligence offuch aDeftgn was
well founded, our Minijlers were not only fully

jultify'd in all their Precautions to defeat it, but
would have been juftify'd in much farther Lengths
than They thought fit to go. But when all this

pofttive Intelligence, convincing Evidence, and pre-

tended Certainty appeared to be founded only on
* Suspicions, or fomething more than Suspici-
ons, built upon Appearances- or at bell, when
the whole Evidence, as f another Writer fums it

up, coniifted in nothing but Wharton'.* Rambles,
RipperdaV Chit-chat, Hearfays of what one great

Man ivpt) concerning what another great Man
faid, three Mufcovite Ships coming to Spain, Em-
barkations, which were never made, and Armies,

which were never afjlmblcd • when This, I fay, ap-
peared to be the Cafe, many Perfons were inclined

to fufpend their Belief of any fuch Deflgn, till

They fiw it a little more authentically proved
;

especially, fince his Imperial Majefly thought fit to

difown it by his Minifler here, in the molt folenm

Manner ; which He had no Occalion to do, if He
was really grown fo inveterate againft his Britan-

r.ick Majefly, as the Court-Writers reprefented Him.
Nay, I have been informed, upon pretty good Au-
thority, that long before Mr. Palms Memorial, or

the Enquiry was publifhed, his Imperial Majejly

took an Opportunity of declaring, upon the Faith

a Chriftian and the Word ot an Emperor, that

Kc was i'o tar from having cntcr'd into any Mea-
fures for placing the Pretender on the Briti/h

Throne, that no fuch Overtures had been made
to Him. If This ihould be true, as I hope it is

not,

* Enquiry, p. 33. f Cmf^nan, vol, 4. p. 257.
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not, what mall We fay to thofe Men, who inflamed

the Nation to fuch an Height, upon this Account,
and Let Them read their own Article of Im-
peachment againft the late Earl ot Oxford, for cor-

rupting the Fountain of Truth, and putting Faljhcods

into the Mouth of Majefty.

Her Czarifh Majefty likewife purged Herfelf
from the fame Charge, by a folemn Declaration
* that fhe had never enter'd into any Engagements
with the Pretender againft his Britannick Majefty,

and that Ihe look'd upon all fuch Reports as meer
Calumnies fpread abroad by the EngHjb Minifters,

in order to juftiiy their Meafures at home, and
prejudice foreign Courts againft Her.

The Gentlemen on the Country Side were there-

fore juftify'd, as far as Events could juftify them,
in their Backwardnefs to believe any fuch Deftgn :

for from that Time to This there hath not been

any Attempt, nor any Appearance of an Attempt,
in Favour of the Pretender. Nay, even the Court-

Writers themfelves feem'd to be aihamed of this

Argument a Year or two after, when all their pc-

Jitive and undoubted Intelligence dwindled away to

\ Apprehensions onlt that there might be En-
gagements, in Favour of the Pretender. I believe

They have fince made a Difcovery that even their

Slpprebenftons were groundlefs, and that there ne-

ver were any fuch Engagements, cither ofterjibie,

or non-oftenfibk.

However, thefe Alarms had fuch an Eflecl:, at

that Time, on the Minds offome Men, that in-

ftead of adviling his Majefty to accede to the Vi-

enna Treaty, under any Conditions, They thought

it

* Roajfet, vol. 4. p. 222-

f Obfervathns on the Cor,di& of Great Britain, tf>. printed

for Roberts* in the Year 1729, p. 49. CTuftjmav, vol. 4.

P ?4>.
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it immediately neceflary to project a Counter-Ally-

an re • which was concluded at Hanover foon after,

and laid the Foundation of frefh Difputes, both at

Home and Abroad.

The fir 11 contracting Parties in this Treaty were
the Crowns of Great Britain, France and Prtiffia

•

who invited the States General, by an exprefs Ar-
ticle, to accede to it, and agreed to invite others.

But the Dutch, who had this particular Compliment
paid Them in the -Treaty it felf, did not accede to

it, till about eleven Months after it had been lign'd

at Hanover, and even then under * very large Re-
Jfriclions.

About the fame Time, his Majefty of PruJJta

took an Opportunity of detaching Himfelf from

this Allyance, in which He was an original Party,

Whether this Diviiion was occalion'd by the Af-
fair of Thorn, which was fuffer'd to dye away, as

foon as the Treaty was made, or by any other

Qaufe, I cannot fay ; but every good Proteftant

mult lament any Mifunderflandings between two

Crowns, which are fo nearly ally'd as Thofe of

Great Britain and PruJJia.

However, to compenfatc this Lofs of one Ally,

W c foon gain'd another in the King and Kingdom
of Sweden, who acceded to this Treaty under cer-

tain f Modifications and Reftriclions, by the per-

fualive Eloquence of Count Horn, who acquainted

the States *^ that the Treaty of Hanover did not

lay Them under fo many Obligations as former
Treaties ; though They were to receive a Sub*-

fidy of fifty thoufand Pounds a Tear, for three

Tears, both from England and France, as the Price

of their Acccifion.

The

* General Colktlion of Treaties, Sec- printed for JCr.af(Mt

Sec p. i$$. f lb. p. i66.

*f Rwjfet, vol. 3. p. 30Q.
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The King of Denmark was afterwards prevail'd

upon to ibllow the fame Example, in Conlidcra-i

tion of a large Sul/Ux, for four 1 ears, and other

Stipulations in his Favour. It was exprefly agreed

in the Treaty that this Subfidy ihould be paid by
the moft Chrtfiian King ', but a Difputc ariling,

fome Years afterwards, between the Crowns ot

France and Denm irk, concerning the Difference of

•f
Datiijh and Hamburgh Money, Wc were fo

good as to prevent the ill Confcquences of fuch a

Difpute, by paying the Difference our (elves
;

which amounted to a considerable Sum.
The * Landgrave uf Hefe-Cafcl contracted like-

wife with his Britanntck Majefly to keep a Body
of 12,000 Men in a Readincfs ibr his Service, up*

on certain Conditions, which do not fully appear

in the publick Convention, nor any where clfe ; but

it is well known that theft Troops have coft the

Britifh Nation almoft a Million and an halfSterh

without doing us the leait Service, during the whole

Time They continued in our Pay.

Amonglt all thefe Allies and Auxiliaries, I muil

not forget his Serene Highnefs the Duke ot *-\ Wol-

fenbuttle \ who brought up the Rear of this for-

midable Confederacy, and not only engaged to

Guaranty all his Majeitv's Dominions in Greut

Britain, Ireland and Gtrmany, butiikewife to fur-

nilh a Body of 5000 Men (not to be moved out

of Germany, or Holland) for fo imall a Sum
twenty-five thoufami Pounds perAnnum, during the

Space of four Tears \ which amounted, for the

whole Term, to no more than one hundred tbou-

fand Pounds.

C Having

f Votes of the Houfe of Commons for the Ye r 1731-2, or the

Ctaftfm an, No. 3 i
-.
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Having now Hated the Cafe of the Hanover Al-

liance in its full Strength, We are naturally led to

the Reafonings of different Parties, on this Sub-

ject.

The Gentlemen of the Country "Party argued

that, fuppoiing the fecret Treaty of Vienna to be

without Foundation, We were a little too precipi-

tate in throwing off an old Ally, under that Pre-

tence • and though They were very far from a-

dopting the vulgar Notion, \ that England
ought never to be in Peace and Friendship with

France, They apprehended that fo clofe a Con-

junction, at that 1 ime, naturally tended to make
us too dependent upon Her, and would not pro-

duce the good Effects, which were propofed by it.

To This it was anfwer'd by the other Party,

that * Power is fluctuating, and though We did

lend the Emperor an helping Hand, We are not

to let Him do what He pkafes ; that when We fet

Him up, it was good Politicks, and now it is e-

qtially good to take Him down ; or, as the *^ En-
qnirer more gravely argued, that We (hould find in

Him, at laft, the Enemy We dreaded only in ano-
ther. In fhort, it was then the Court-Doclrine

that Franc* was fo much reduced, and the Emperor

grown fo formidable by the Succefsof the late War,
that the Ballance of Europe required us to fhift

Hands, and throw our Weight into the Scale of

France, which was now become our molt natural

Ally. For this Rcafon, it was argued that We
might fafely rely on her good Faith and Sincerity

;

nay, a certain Gentleman undertook to be her

Guaranty, and made Himfelf anfvvcrable for her

Conduct,

f Crififman, vol. i. p. m. The Ceft of Dunkirk, p. 47, or

the Craftfinan, vol. 6. p. 208. * See a Letter to the ocenfi-

inal Writer, printed in the Year 1727 ; cr the occafional Writer,

No. 5. p. 13- *t ? :•
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Conduct, by repeated Declarations in the Ho'ufe of
Commons.

Let us now proceed to the Confequcnces of this

Alliance, and fee how far the Rcaionings of either

Party were juilify'd by them.

As the Treaty of Hanover was concerted with a

profefs'd Delign to defeat the dangerous Projects

of the Vienna Allies ; it was evident at firft Sight
that fuch Aleafures would be taken, as rnuft ncccf-

firiiy create fome farther Mifundcritandings, if not
an abfolute Rupture, between the different Parties

in the two Allyances ; for when fuch ftrong Sufpi-

cions are entertained on one Side, as to put Them
in Arms againit the other, and the latter know
Themfelves to be innocent of the Dcjigns laid to

their Charge, They will naturally look upon fuch
Apprcbenfieiis as meer Pretences to pick a Quarrel
with Them, and relent thole Aleafures as Acts <tf

HoftiUty, which are carried on under Colour of
felf-Defence.

How fir This was our Cafe, with Relation to
the Spaniards, at the Time I am fpcaking of; or
how far the Spaniards, at leart, might rcafon in

fuch a Manner, will loon appear by the Event.
The Conelulion of the Treaty o{ Hanover was

immediately followed with a conliderable Augmen-
tation of our Land-Forces at home, belides the
I2,ooq Heffians, and other foreign Troops rctain'd

in our Pa}', as I have already obferved.

At the fime Time, three large Squadrons of Ships

of War were fitted out at a vai Expcnce, and
difpatch'd with ail peffiblc Expedition to different

Parts of the World ; one to the Baltick, another
to the Coali of Spain, and a third to the Weft-
Indies. The Motives tor equipping tbefe Fleets,

and the good EfFe<5b They produced, are Hated
very pompou/ly in the Enquiry.

C 2 Ti
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That fent to the * Baltick, fays He, was de-

fign'd to prevent the Czarina's Scheme for depo-

sing the King of Sweden, and thereby prcferve

the Ballauce of the North. But it happened a little

untowardly, that Sweden had juft before made Peace

with the Mufcovites, and was under no Apprehen-

licn from Them ', as They acquainted Sir Charles

Wager, our Admiral, when He came before Stock-

holm, and made Them a voluntary Offer of his

Amflance. Another right reverend Gentleman, who
afterwards wrote upon the fame Subject, tells us

that this Squadron wa6 lent to the Baltick, not

only to prevent the Czarina's Delign, but \ to c-

liable car Friends in Sweden to declare for us, by
awing the Duke of Holftein's Party, who did all

in their Power to obftruct the AcceJJion. This, it

feems, with the Subfidy before-mentioned to the

King, and fome other proper Applications to the

hading Men, produced the deilred Effect, and fuf°

Vicicntly juftify'd that Expedition.

The Squadron fent to the Coafls of *\ Spain

was ordered to prevent an Attempt from thence,

|p Favour of the Pretender, by virtue ofthefecret,

cffenfive Treaty fo often mentioned ; and the En-
quirer tells us ** that the Appearance of this Fleet

upon the Spahiih Coajls did actually prevent the Exe-

cution of fuch an Attempt. But here again that

Writer feems to be miltaken, or milinform'd ; for

it appears by Sir John Jennings's Letter, dated

Aug. 10, 1726, and made publick here, *f* that

the Spaniards were fo little prepared to invade Us
y

that whm He came on their Coajls, 'They feem'd to

h
* Erfiirv, p. 95.

\ The Treaty of Seville impartially torifidered, printed for

Ro'cra, in the Yeir 1730, p. 10. or the Craftfman, vcl. 6.

t>- 66. *f Enquiry, p. 95.
** lb. p. 97-

* j* See the Utlsr i: klf ; pf the Croftfmn, vol. 4. p. lib*
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l-e in the greateft Confternation ; that all the Troops

'They could afjhuble did not exceed three thoufand

Men ; and that Thofe were in very bad Condition.

As to the Squadron fent to the Weft-Indies, the

* fame Author tells us that it fully anfwered the

Purpofes, for which it was intended, w not only by
" protecting the Trade of his Majefty's Subjects
" in thofe Parts from the Depredations of the Spa*
" niards, but alfo by preventing the Return of the

" Galleons with their Stores of Monev, andthere-
u by difappointing thofe Attempts, which would
<c have been made, and perhaps fucceeded, had fuch
" Riches come to their Aid.

Let us now turn our Eyes a little to the other

contracting Powers in the Treaty of Hancrcer, s>nd

fee what Part They a&ed, during all thefe expen-

sive and hazardous Expeditions on our Side.

The Enquirer told us that \ " the Difpolitions
u made by France, ever lince the ligning of the
u Treaty of Hanover, more than kept Pace with
u Us, in the Largenefs of the Expence." To fup-

port this Aflertion, He aflured us, " that the
u

moft Chriftian King augmented his regular
u Troops with twenty-free thoufand Men ; and, at
u the fame Time, ordered a Levy of the Mi-
" Utia, to the Number of fixty thoufand Men

;
u belides twelve thoufand Invalids, put into good
ic Order, for the Defence of his Citadels and
u Forts; by which Means that King could, with-
u out Inconvenience, fend 165,000 Men of his re~

" gular Troops into the Field. Such, fays He,
u hath been the Difpofition there, for fome Time,
M in order to ihew the new Allies (meaning of
** Vienna) that France is not only in Earnefl, but

« in

* Mn^fiiry, p. 94. 96. f lb, ics,
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in a wcll-difpofed Condition of difputing any
" Attempts againft itfelf or its Allies.
Now, fuppoling all This to be true, it is very

iar from doing the Court-Party any Service in the

prefent Argument ; for if the French had actually

made any fuch Difpoftions, I believe the Enquirer
ivould be very much puzzled to prove that They
more than kept Pace with Us, in the Largenefs of
the Expcnce; or that the Allies ever received any
Benefit from them. But We may go a little far-

ther, and defy Him to prove that there really was
my fuch Augmentation either of their regular

Troops; or their Militia, as He feems to allert,

whatever Difpojitions might have been made, or

Orders given tor that Purpofe. Indeed, to fpeak

impartially, the Court of France feemed ready e-

nough to perform their Engagements with us, a*

gainfl the Emperor; but We found out, at kit,

that the Execution of them would not be in-

tircly coniilient with our own Interejl, and there-

lore very wifely excufed Them.
The fame Author acknowledges that the * uni-

red Provinces came late into the Alliance; which

He afcribes to the Frame of their Constitution^ but,

perhaps, it might be partly owing to the Nature

7 the -Treaty itfelf
"• and I am fure He might have

added very juiily, that They acceded at iaft, un-

der ^ aery txien/he Limitations. However, He
f.ffured us, that M from the Time of their Accef-
" ceffton, They fhew'd a Warmth and Vigour
u worthy of the Occalion. They agreed unani-
M moufly, faii He, upon fuch Augmentations of
4:

their Land Forces, as by the next Spring
** would make them above 50,000 effective Men

5

v
- and the neceifary Meafures were taking for their

a having

* Enquiry p. 103.

f Goiliuun of Trmtiei* vol. 4. p. 153-
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u having a Fleet at 5ea of twenty Men of War.

w

He added, a that They had been at a very great
u Charge, in providing their Magazines, and put-
u ting their Barrier and frontier Places into a

* good Pofturc of Defence.

To This it was anfwered, that the States made
no farther Augmentation of their Land-Forces than

what was immediately necefTary for their own De-
fence, and the Support of their Barrier 2mvm, in

Purfuance of Treaties. How far They have put

thefe Places into a good Pojlure of Defence, let

their late AB of Neutrality, and the prelent State

of Affairs determine. As to their Fleet, whatever

Meafures might have been taken for fitting one

out, every Body knows that they were never put

in Execution. But of This I mail fpeak more
particularly in another Place.

We were afterwards told, in * another Treatifh,

that his Majefly, as Elector, promifed a Body of
twelve thoufand Men, to join the Danes 5 and for

that Purpofe increafed his Hanoverian "Trocfs from

Jistccn thoufand to twenty two thoufand Men, But
That is a Point, which I am told would bear fome

farther Explanation than the Author was pleafed to

give it. I lnall only obferve that the Deficien-

cy of the French Sublidy to Denmark was partly

made good by certain Deductions out of the Mo-
ney, granted by Parliament for the Support of the

Hejfian Forces -, and that when f fome Gentlemen

deiired to be inform'd whether any more and

what Deductions had been made out of that Mo~
r.ey, the Motion was very prudently rejected,

As

* Covfi'derations on the fnfer.t State of Affairs in Europe,

Jgfir. printed for Roberts in the Year 1730 p. 16.

f See the VfUi of ih? Hiufe of C.j^mr.s lor that Yfsr.
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As for the Courts of Sweden, Denmark, Hejfc

and Wolfenbuttle, They were rather Jlipcndiary

Auxiliaries than Allies and Confederates
',

fo that

They had little more to do than to receive our

Money, in regular Payments, and keep their

Troops in a Readinefs to march, whenever We
fkould demand them. How far They com-
plyed even with thefe Terms, I am not able to

fay, the Nation having never had any Occalion

for their Service.

France and Holland were therefore the two Pow-
ers, on whom We chiefly rely'd ; and as They
were much more eflentially interefled in the Con-
fcquences of the Vienna Treaty than Great Britain,

We had Reafon to expect that They iliould bear,

at leaft, an equal Proportion in the Danger and

Expence of oppoling it. This Point therefore

ought to be examined a little farther.

I faid that immediately after the Conclusion of
the Hanover Treaty, We difpatch'd three large

Squadrons to the Baltick, the Mediterranean, and

the Weft-Indies. The frrjl of thefe produced little

more Effect, than procuring the Accelfion of Swe-

den, at a very great Expence to this Nation ; but

the other two were attended with Confcquences fo

well known, that they hardly require any Comment.
The InftruBious to our Admirals were certainly as

moderate as were ever fent out with two fitch na-

val Armaments ', yet even blocking up the Galleons

at Porto Bello with one of them, and hovering

round the Coaits of old Spain, in an hoftile Man-
ner, with the other, were look'd upon at that Court

as Acts of Hoftility, and relented accordingly. Or-
ders were immediately difpatch'd for liezing the

South Sea Ship, and the Efzecls belonging to that

Company at la vera Cruz. The Spanijb Gnarda

Cofta
y

s and Privateers were let loofe upon our Mer-
chants,
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chants, and committed infinite Depredations for

feveral Years together, without any Interruption,

or any Reprizals. At the fame 'rime, the Flo-

tilla, which was faid to be at ieaft as richly laden

as the Galleons, had the good Fortune to cfcape

our other Squad-on in the Mediterranean, under the

Command of Sir Charles Wager ; though it is ccn-

fefs'd f that They ftecrd the very. Courfe, where

He was ftation'd to intercept them. But This

was imputed to long Nights, and dark, foggy

Weather. It was likevvife obferved, and never con-

tradicted, as well as I can remember, that * fe-

veral Ships were fufler'd to pals by the fame Squa*

dron, even under the Stern of our Admiral, with

Stores, Provifions and other Neccfjarics for the Ufe

of the Spanijh Camp, which was then in Sight of

Gibraltar j and preparing to beiiegc it. But,

perhaps, This likewife might be occaficn'd by long

Nights, and foggy Weather.

The Siege of that Place immediately enfued
;

and though We had been often allured, both with-

in Doors and without, that our Allies would make
it Cafus Foederis, and aifift us in the Defence of
it, Theyfufler'd the Siege to be punYd on with

the utmoft Vigour, for feveral Months, without

giving us the leaft Succour of Men, Money, or

Ships 'y and the Spaniards, in Return, permitted

Them to carry on their Trade, both in Europe

and the Indies, without any Molcftation , whilft

They were continually haralfing us, both by Sea

and Land • to fay nothing faither of our Ships,

which were deftroyed, and our Seamen, who pe-

rilled byThoufands in the Service of their Coun-

try. Perhaps, our Allies might judge the Blockade

ofPortobello to be an Acl oj Hoftility, as well as the

D %-
.

f Obfervations on the Con'rift of Great B'itan, &V. printed

for Robert i in the Year 1729; p. 33. * Crofijrr,a7i, v?L 4

P« 236.
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Spaniards, and confequently not think Them-
fclvcs obliged to fupport the aggrefflng Party, by
Virtue of a defenjke Allyance. But whatever might

be the Rcafons of their Conduct, it is certain that

They took no Part in our Quarrels with Spain,

nor lb much as moved one Man to our Ailiftance.

Nay, even We contented our felves with the bare

Defence of Gibraltar, fo loudly demanded by the

Voice of the Nation, without endeavouring to di-

vert Them from the Siege, by bombarding any

of their Ports, or ravaging their Coafts • for * as

foon as the Treaties were made, the Accefhons pro-

cured, and the Army provided, at the Expence of
Britain, which were uecejfary for defending lower

Saxony, We feerned to have do mere to do in the

War. Thefe were the vigorous Meafurcs, fo

ilrongly recommended in the ff Enquiry, as abfo-

lutcly ncceilaryin fuch nCri/is of Danger, and up-

on which He founds all his Apology tor the Con-
duel: of the Minifry.
At length, \ Preliminaries for a general Pacifi-

cation were agreed upon ', by which a Ceffaticn of

Hoflilitics, en both Sides, was flipulated for feven

Tears ', and that within four Months after ligning

this Convention, a Congrefs mould be form'd, in

which all the Rights and Pretensions of the

contracting Powers Jhould he examined, di'fcufs'd

and determined. But as foon as the Articles were

produced in Publick, it was immediately forefcen,

on one Side, that the dark and ambiguous Manner
of wording them would give Occalion to many
Cavils and Difputes -, particularly the fecond, which

runs in the following myfterious Terms • viz.

« *^ Thc Rights, or thofe Things, which, by
« Vir-

———-— .1, .»

* Croft/man, vol. 5. p. 300- ff Enquiry, p. 8 1

,

93, 1 10. t General Colletlionof 'Treaties, vol- 4-

p. 174. H U vol. 4. p. 175.
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** Virtue of the Treaties of Utrecht, Baden and
M jShadrupk Allyance

y
and alfo of thoft -Treaties

K ml Conventions, that preceded the Year 1725,
u and do not arlecl: the Emperor and the States
u General ot the united Netherlands, have been
u poiieis'd by any of the contracting Powers^ fhall

" remain untouch'd ; but if any Thing mould be
u found to have been alter'd therein, or not to
u have been put in Execution, the Alteration made,
" or the Thing not executed, ihall, in a Congrefs to
u be held, be dilcuts'd and decided, according to
u the Tenor of the faid -Treaties and Conventions*

As foon, I fay, as this Article was read, man)
Gentlemen apprehended fome latent Deiign in it

;

and the Authors of the \ Craftfman plainly inti-

mated that this fludied Ambiguity was made ufe

of to conceal the true Intent of the Article from
common Obfervation ; I mean that the Spanilli

Pretenfton to Gibraltar ivas to be difcufsd and deci-

ded at the Congrefs.

On the other Side, it was aflerted that this Ar-
ticle was fo far from preferving the Claim of Gib-
raltar to the Spaniards, that it abfolutely extin-

guiihed it. This Point was canvafs'd at large by
the * Author of the Enquiry and John Trot, to

whom I refer the Reader, and believe He will find

that the latter had as much the Advantage of his

Adverfary in the Argument, as He afterwards had
in the Event.

It was likewifc apprehended by the Gentlemen of
the Country Party, that fome other Stipulations in

the Preliminaries were not cxprefs'd in fuch full

and plain Terms, as to cut oft' all Pretences tor

any farther Wrangling and Chicane, But the Gcn-
D 2 tlemen

f Craftfman, vol. 2, r- 64, 118 * Defend f the E>-
§Ui?y, p. 26, Cr/tft/mas, vol. 4. p
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tlemen on the other Side affected to laugh at thefe

Appreheniions, as the Phantoms of diitemper'd

Brains, or the Artifices of ia&ious ]\ialecontents

congratulating Themfelves on having furmounted

all Difficulties, and laid the Foundation of a folid

and lofting Peace.

Yet here again the CountryParty were fully jufti-

fy'd in their Sufpicions by the Event • lor the

Preliminaries were no fuoner iign'd, than new De-
putes began to be iturted about the Meaning of
them, + and fuch Interpretations to be put upon

the Words of thefe Articles, as utterly deftroyed the

veal Intent and Dejign of them. The Spaniards

infilled that a meer Cejfation of HoJliUtics, as fti-

pulatcd by the Preliminaries, did not imply an

atiuhl raying of the Siege ', and that the Reititu-

tion of the cShip Prince Frederick, with her Cargo,

was not mentioned, or included in them. Belidcs

This, the Court of Spain demanded an Indulto of

io per Cent, on the Effects of private Perfons,

embark'd in the Flotilla, contrary to the 5th Ar-
ticle of the Preliminaries, as our Politicians and

their Advocates interpreted it.

Thefe Points having been warmly litigated by

the different Parties, for eight or nine Months,

They were adjufted by another -Convention, nego-

tiated by the Count de Rothemburg, Miniiter of
France, (for We had no Miniiler at the Court of
Spain, at that Time) and fign'd at the Pardo the

6th of March 1728. This Injlrumcnt contained

an Explanation of the Preliminaries, and it was
once more folemnly flipulatcd * that all the re-

fpettivc Pretensions, on each Side, Jhould be pro-

duced, debated and decided in the Congrcfs • with a

particular Engagement, that their Britannick and
Catho-

f Defence of the Enquiry, p 1 1

.

* General Colleclhn ff
Treatjg), vol. 4. p-jS?. Craftfmati, vol, 4. p. 292.
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Catholick Majefties would abide by what Jhould be

there regulated.

In the mean Time, it was agreed that the Bri-

tijb Squadrons mould be order'd, without Delay,

to withdraw from the Seas of old and new Spain •

in Conhdcration of which, his Catholick Majelty

likevvile engaged that the Blockade of Gibraltar

ihould be immediately railed : that a clear and ex-

prefs Order Ihould be fent, without Delay, for re-

itoring the Ship Prince Frederick, with her Cargo,

to the Agents of the South Sea Company; and that

the Effe&s ot the Flotilla Ihould be forthwith de-

iiver'd to the refpective Proprietors.

Thefe Conditions being accepted, on both Sides,

his Catholick Majcity n tily'd the Preliminaries
;

but before the Ratifications were exchanged, fome
new Difputes arofe, concerning the Orders, agreed

to be fent to the Weft Indies, in Purfuance ot this

Convention. Thefe frcih Difficulties took up fome
Time longer ; but were likewife got over by the

Count de Rothemburg and Mr. Vmdermeer, who
managed all our Affairs at the Court of Spain, and
the Congrefs was opened at Soiffons on the 3d —

«

14th of June 1728.

This Point being at length obtain'd, after a te-

dious Courle of Negotiation and Expedients, the

minifterial Writers began to triumph again, as if

nothing but the Form of a Treaty was wanting to

accommodate all our Difference* and cftablifh rhe

publick Tranquility on a lairing Foundation. They
gave us the ftrongefl: Aifurances that all Interrup-

tions to our Trade would be effectually removed
for the future ; that our plunder d Merchants

would receive full Satisfaction for their Loiics
;

and that our Right to the Pollellion of Gibraltar

was fo firmly fecured to us, by the Preliminaries,

3Qd the A3 tf Ratification^ that it mould not be

fi



( 3°)
Jh mash as mentioned in the Congrefs. Thefe

Things, I lay, were confidently promifed by the

minifierial Writers, without Doors, and even with-

in Doors by Thofe, who fet them to work. But

as the Gentlemen, on the other Side, could fee no-

thing in either of thefe Jnjlruments, which con-

tained ' any clear and explicit Engagements upon

thefe Heads, They were not quite fo fanguine in

their Expectations, and the Event more than

warranted all their Sufpicions. The Plenipotenti-

aries did little more than ailemble in Form at Stif-

fens, and produce their Credentials ; after which,

having fpent five or fix Months in Ceremonies and

Diverfionsi
They broke up and feparated, without

adjuring any one material Point inDifpute.

It is true, indeed, that a certain Plan of Ac-
commodation, called a Provi/ional Treaty, was fra-

med by the Mi miters of the Hanover Allies, during

this Ailembly, and fent to the refpective Courts

for their Approbation ; but as this Draught of a
"Treaty was neither relifh'd at home, nor accepted

abroad, it does not deferve much Notice. I fhall

only obferve, in general, that it was little more
than the Preliminaries new modelled, and digefted

into the Form of a Treaty, without any fpecifick

Explanation of thofe Points, which moil immedi-

ately affected the Intereib of Great Britain.

As to Gibraltar, feveral noble Peers were fo far

from being fatisfyV that our Right to it was effec-

tually fecuied by this PrcjcB, that the following

Motion was made in the Hofife of Lords -, viz. mo-
ved to relolve * u that it is the Opinion of this
ci Honfe that, for the Honour of his Majeity, and
u the Prefervation and Security of the Trade and
<l Commerce o( this Kingdom, effectual Care

___ " ftould

* Bifioricd Regijltr, vol* 14.. p. 145
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* fhould be taken in the prefent Treaty, that the
u King of Spain do renounce all Claim and Pre-
" tenlion to Gibraltar and the Ifland of Minorca,
u in plain and Jrrong Terms." — But after a warm
Debate, the Qucllion being put thereupon, it was
carried in the Negative; upon which the Pecs,
who made and fupported this Motion, entered

their f ProteJ}.

A Motion to the fame Purpofe was afterwards

made in the *^> Houfe of Commons ; which was
likewife carried in the Negative, by a great Ma-
jority.

The Country Party, in both Houfes, were e-

qually diifatisfy'd with that Part of the Ptovifional

Treaty, which related to the Spanijb Depredations*

and the Lords moved to refolve, u ** that it ap-*

" pears to this Houfe that the Expence of the
<c Squadron fent to the JVeJi-Indies, under the
u Command of Vice-Admiral Hof.r, having been
w borne by this Nation alone, though defign'd to
u prevent the Spaniards from iiezing the Eifecls
<c belonging to his Majclty's Allies, as well as his

" Suljetfs, which were on board the Fkta and
<l Galleons, and from applying the Treafure to
u diilurb the Peace and invade the Liberties of
u Europe, hath been an unrcafonable Burthen on
u this Kingdom." But this Quefrion was alfo

rcfolved in the Negative, after a long Debate
;

upon which the Country Lords entered * another

Prote/r.

If any Perfons fhould be curious to fee a more
particular Account of this Treaty, I refer Them
to a f^. Pamphlet, publifhed on that Occasion, and

•f- Hijlorical Regijter, vol. 14. p. 145.
*+ lb. p- 147- ** U p- 151. * \b.

\\. Obfervations on theConduEi cf Great Britain, iSi- p -7.

prmtei for Robert}, in the Year 1729.
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an Aufwer to it, under the Name of \ Raleigh.

It will be found, perhaps, that this ProjeB fer-

ved fome anniverfary Purpoies, tor which it teemed

chiefly to be calculated • but as foon as thofe Ends
were anfwered, We heard no more ot it. The
Profpedt of an Accommodation immediately va-

nilh'd, and Affairs feem'd to be once more tend-

ing to a Rupture. Military Preparations were re-

lumed in all Parts of Europe, and particularly in

England, which is feldom behind Hand, upon fuch

Occaiions. A powerful Fleet was fitted out with

the utmoit Expedition, and made a gallant Ap-
pearance at Spithead, under the Command of Sir

Charles Wager. It was there join'd by a Squadron
of Dutch Ships of War, and feem'd to portend

fome Entcrprtz.fi of great Importance ; but it at-

terwards appeared that the Dutch Squadron was
neither victualled, nor otherwiie provided, for any

Expedition, and the Admiral Himfclfdeclared that

He had no Orders to attend the Englijb Fleet any
farther. Having therefore kept us Company for

fome Months and participated in our naval Diver-

fions, They fail'd back to Holland, and our own
Ships foon after return'd to their rcfpe&ive Har-
bours.

We were told, indeed, that this Provisional
Fleet, as it was then call'd, tfruck fuch a Ter-
ror into the Hearts of our Enemies, that We
foon *\ u heard of their making Advances, com-
" ing into Conce'Tions, abating in their Demands,
" removing Obftacies, giving agreeable Aimrances,
" and doing the utrnoft could be expected to

" mew

+ Ctaftfman, vol. 4. p. 239.

*f The London J[ournal, cf" 0#. 1729. or the Craftjman,

vol. 5. p, 173.
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« fhevv their Inclination to renew the antient A*
<c mity fubfining between the two Crowns." Nay^
it was ilrongly insinuated, in the fame Paper, that

the Prefervation of Jamaica, as well as our ewm
Coajis from an Invaiion, the Sovereignty of the Seas

%

the Freedom of our Commerce, and even the Se-»

curity of our prcfent Efablifhment, were owing to

this formidable Armada, which frightened our E-*

pemies out of their Deiigns, and at lait produce4
the glorious Treaty of Sevifle.

But here it deferves a more Remark that du*
ring thefe Exploits at Spithead, a* Dauphin was
born in France, which broke the Spanijb Faction

in that Kingdom, and had certainly fome Influx

ence on the Court of Spain, if They could want
any Motives to accept .of Terms fo advantageous

to Them as were ltipulated by that Treaty.

Thus far the State of our Affairs was, in fbm£
Meafure, brought down about four Years ago jq

a \ little Piece, occafioned by the Publication of
the Treaty before-^mentioned, and fome

j-f Obfer*

nations upon it. This gave Rife to new DifputeSj,

of which I am now to give fome Account,

It cannot be thought wonderful that the Court

Writers and their Patrons, who triumphed fo much
the Year before on the racer Project, or Draught

ofa Treaty, mould difcover the fame Spirit of Exqi*
tation upon procuring a jormal Treaty, actually

fign
1

d, which the *^ Writer before me obferves iSt

beyond the Reach of the mofi artful Malice • though,

there was 11:111 wanting the Accellion of one Po-juer
%

whofe Confent was moft neceifary to the putting ic

E w

* Craft/man, vol. 9. p. 177.

f A foort V^ezo oj tie State of Affairs, Sec. fince publiihed

in the Craftftnan, vol. 5. p. 245.

ft Objervations upan the 'Treaty concluded at §tV\\\et &{>
printed for Robert; in th,e fame Y«*f» *f Id. p- ?-
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in Execution; for as the Introduction of 6cog

Spanifb Forces into the ttrong Places of Tufcany^

Parma and Placentia, inftead of6000 Neutrals fti-

pulated by the Quadruple Allyance, was the Balis

of the Seville 'Treaty, the Concurrence of the Em-
ptror, to whom the Feodality of tbofe States be-

longed, was certainly requiiite to the amicable Ex-
ecution of it, according to the Doctrine of the En-
quiry itfelf, where it is aifertcd \\ that H e a-

lon e was capable of dijlurbing it. And yet He
was not {o much as complimented, in the Treaty

,

with an Invitation to accede, as the Dutch again

were by an exprefs Article.

It was therefore thought expedient to ufher this

treaty into the World with fome explanatory Ob-
fervaiions upon it. They could not help forefee-

ing that their own Arguments upon this Subjetf

were capable of being turned very ftrongly againft

Them. They knew very well that the Author of
the Enquiry had been instructed, but three Years
before, to alarm the Britijh Nation with the for-

midable Projects, in Favour of \ Don Carlos, even

fo far as upiverfal Monarchy. They could not

forget that the Author of the * Britip Journal,

(who now makes fo ihining a Figure in the Free

Briton) but a few Months before reprefentcd the

Eltabiilhment of this Prince in Italy as a Point of
fuch dangerous Confequence, that it was oppofed,

at the Congreiles of Cambray and Soiffons, by all

the principal Powers of'Europe
;
particularly Great

Britain

;

a Sin^c, ifPep Carlos mould ever fucced to
' c Tuft any, Leghorn the Mart of our Mediter-
u rantan Trade, will be in his Poflellion ; and
u confcqucntly Spain will have Powrer, at any Time,

" to

-f-f Enquiry, p. 9. f lb- p. 22. 28. 86.

* Sec the Britijh Journal of Jan. 4, 1728-9 ; or the Craftf-

ntv, \c\. 5. p. to.
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<c to deprive us of Commerce in the Levant, as
u well as the Weft Indies.

" In which Cafe, fays He, it vvill be nearly the
ct fame, as ifWe give up Gibraltar and Portmahon

;

u becaufe thofe Places will be of little Service to
" our Mediterranean Commerce, when the Marts
" of that Trade mall intircly exclude us from all

" Traffick.

This, I fay, was the Doctrine advanced by
the Author of the BritijJj Journal, in the Month
of January, 1728-9; and maintain'd, in another

Place, by an eminent Statefman, who had the Ho-
nour of conducting our foreign Negotiations for

feveral Years together ; but a new Turn ofAffairs,
a few Months afterwards, laid Them under a Ne-
celTity of recanting thefe Arguments in the fulleit

Manner, and extolling that very SucccJJJon, which
They had fo lately condemn'd, as a * Mifierpiecc

of Politicks, and one ofthe heft good Fortunes, which
could befal this Nation,

Ho v\ ever, fuch glaring Contradictions from the

fame Mouths, and in fo ihort a Courfe of Time,
were thought to require fome farther Apology,
before the Parliament met. It was upon this Oc-
calion, that the Obftrvations were publiihed, and
difperfed through the Kingdom by Authority, as

I remember.—-STovv, the principal Arguments in

this Piece are reducible to the following Heads
j

Fir/f, ^ u That Great Britain will be a con-
<c liderable Gainer by this Variation, as We are
u freed from the Engagement We were before
" under, of paying one third PartoftheEsp:n:e,
u which would have been requiiite for maintain-

E 2 « ing

* The Briti/b Jourml fign'd Themis Potts, pubhfli'd in
Aug. 1729; or the Craft/man, vol.5. P' I0I>

f O l

<Jervatms, p. 12,
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tt ing neutral Garrifons in the Dutchies nfTuf"
^ tfw/y and Parma,

Secondly, * " That had the Succeflion to
ft Tufiany and Parma been left open, all JteJp, con*
* c fidering the Strength of the Emperor in that
u Country j mull have probably fallen into his

" Hands, or at leaft into iucb Hands as muft have
u had an entire Dependance on Him ; with fome

very feverc Reflexions on his Imperial Majejly, as

a Prince, " who had made but ill Returns ofGra-
*' fi'tudc to this Nation, for having already con-
* ( tributed to his Grandeur in that Part of the

<" World.
And thirdly, u

f That the Emperor cannot
u rcaionably take Offence at this Stipulation, being
*'

c Him'felf under previous Engagements, by the^

u Quadruple AUyance, to make the Succeflion of
w Don Carlos effectual. • Neither can the Vari-
a

titftiri) made by the prefent Treaty, of Spanijh

<* inflead of Swift Garrifons, juftify, in Reafon
*c and good Senfe, his Imperial Majejfys not con-
*< fenting to it, unlcfs He can Ihevv that He may
%i be prejudiced by that Alteration.

To the firjl of thefe Arguments it was readily

anfwcr'd, *\ that the Charge of maintaining 200a

Men in Italy, for fome Time, ought not to be

put in Ballance again!! the Danger*We mould run

of involving our fclves in a War, by undertaking

to effectuate the Introduction of Spanijh Troops,

and to guaranty this Succeffion for ever, ^\ fo that

it way reft fecure and exempt jrom all Events,
v-- It might have been added, that this Plea of

Frugality was fomewhat improperly urged at a
i

Time^ wheta the Nation was at the Expence of
main*

.^ .. — - - - ------ - — - - .-.._- _ ....--, ... . m i^r ,

i

* Obfirvations, p. 9. f Id. p. 10.

**\ Crafijman, vcl. 5. p 266,

ff- sefe iks Treaty, -Art. 9, 10, 11, li.
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Maintaining To many numerous Bodies of Men*
both Abroad and at Home, without the fame

Reafon.

The fecond Argument is built on the formidable

Power of the Emperor^ which was the faihionabie

Doctrine at that Time; and from thence it was

argued that this Variation was neceffary to prevent

his over-running all Italy. In Anfwer to 1 his it

was obferved by the Gentlemen, on the other Side
i

* that if his Imperial Majejiy was really fo ftrong

in thofe Parts as He was repreicnted, He would
be able to give fuch an Opposition to the Execu-
tion of the Treaty, as would plunge us in the great"

ej Difficulties. But They went Urther, and defi-

rcd to take the contrary of This for granted.

*f
u Let us fuppofe (fays one of thefe Writers

)

" that the Introduction and Eitabliihment of the
" Spaniards in Italy fhould be made with fo
" fuperior a Power, that the Emperor and JV///-
u ces concerned are fore'd to fubmit upon our
" -Terms, initead of making their wm\ will the
a

Difficulties be all removed ? Will all the Incon-
" veniences to Great Britain, with which this
Cc Treaty may be attended, vanim away? They
" certainly will not. Our Meafures are fo wifely
" taken, that the eafieft and ihortelt Manner of
cc

effectuating them is likewife the ealieil and fhort-
a eft Way to render the little We have Jlipulated
a for our fehes precarious.

But, thirdly, though the Introduction otSpani/b

Garrifons was recommended, under the lait Article,

as a neceiTary Expedient to curb the Emperor s

exorbitant Power
;
yet We were likewife told, a

little paradoxically, that He could not reasonably take

Ojf'ence at it ; tier jufify his ttot confenting to it
;

,
unlefs

* Cr.iftfman, vol 5. p> 265, z?g,

f lb. 293,
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unlefs He could pern that He might be prejudiced,

by that Alteration. Now this very Concefiion, as

the Country Gentlemen obferved, was in Eifedb giv-

ing up the whole Caufe; iince his Imperial Majejly

might cafilv mew that He Jhouhi be prejudiced by

fitch an Alteration ; and here, indeed., lies the whole
Sirefs of the Argument upon this Poirit.

It was allov/d, on the Country Side, that the

Emperor was a Party in the J^uadruple Allyance,

which eftablifh'd this Succeffion, and had thereby

engaged to make it efMual. But They corald not

agree with rhe Obfervatvr and TdisPdlfrdtis, :oncern-

ing the Variation in Difpute,. for feveral ReafonSj

which I will fum up in as few Words as polfible.

In the firjl Place, They apprehended that fup-

pofing this Alteration not to be prejudicial to the

Intcreits of his Imperial Mjjefty; yet that the *

Manner of making it, without his Confent, and by
Way of Triumph over Him, as a great Fetch in

Politicks, would be thought a Reflection upon his

Honour, at leait, and might be attended with fatal

Confcqucnces.

But They likewife undertook to prove that the

Introduction of Spanifh Troops would be really

prejudicial both to the Emperor and the Empire,

even according to the *Obfervators Method of
Rcafoning ; lor He plainly intimated that one
Deiign of the Seville Treaty was to, re {train the

Emperor's Power in Italy ; and confequcntly it was
his Intcrefiio defeat that Defign, however it might
be the Interelt of others to put it in Execution.

This avowYl End of the Seville Treaty was ag-

gravated by another, which was likewife cry'd up
by the mmijlerial Writers as a Maflerpiece of Poli-

ticks • I mean the Separation of Spain from the

Emperor

* Craft/man, vol. 5. p. 264.
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Emperor, and thereby difTolving the Vienna Ally*

ance, which had been rcprefentcd fo very advanta-

geous to the latter. Did not This affccl: the In-

tcrcft of his Imperial Majejly^ or could it be rea-

fbnably expected that He would not refent it?

Nay, They went (till farther, and I think dc-

monftrated that the Variation from Neutral to Spa*

mjh Troops ( without infilling on the Affront, or

having any Regard to the Vienna Allyance) was
highly prejudicial both to the Emperor and the

Empire ; for the neutral -Troops, itipulated by the

Qiadruple Allyance, were deligned not onlv to fe-

cure the -f eventual Sacceffion of Don d hs, but

Ukewife the Rights of Sovereignty eftallijbed in the

Emperor .^;//i Empire over tkefe States. Now
this Part of the Condition was intircly revers'd by
the Variation in Difpute 5 and the Obfervators Ar-
gument, upon this Head, was of Gourfe reduced
to the following Abfurdity ;

* " that when a mu-
" tual Security is given and accepted by tzvo Par~
a

ties, for making good a Bargain, this Security
a may be taken irom one of the Parties againft his
a Confcnt, and the Benefit of it be wholly ap-
" ply'd to the otherj and yet no Prejudice be done
u to the former.

To This it was added, by the Writers on the

Country Side, that his Imperial Majejiy appeared
very plainly to look upon the Introduction of Spa*

nifo Troops in this Light, by refuting to confent to

it, whilft He was under fo beneficial an Allyance
with Spain, and *f even fuffering Himielf to be

difunited from that Croivn rather than comply.

His Reafon forThb was very obvious; iinceif the

Court of Spain had no other Delign than to fecure

the

• f Colkclion of Treaties, vol. 4. p. 57. Craft[man, vol.

p. 2S5. * U 2S7. *+ Craft/man, to'.* 5- p. 264.
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the Dutchies of Tufcany and Parma for Don Car*

los, according to the Quadruple Allyance, it is cer-

tain that ventral Troop would have been effectual

for that Purpofe • nay, more effectual than Spanijh

TroopSy if We may believe the Enquiry, where the

>f
neutral Garrisons, appointed by the Jgtta*

ample Allyance, are call'd the great Bulwarks of
the Succejion of Don Carlos to Tuftany ; but their

refolute Perfcverance in defiring and infilling on
Spanijb Garrifons gave his Imperial Majejly juft

Grounds to apprehend fome farther View , and one

of the Writers on the Country Side feems to be

pretty right in his Conjectures, upon this Occa-*

lion.

* " We all know, fays He, how precious the
<c Poflefnons of Italy are to the Imperialijls , how
a much the Point, to which They are arrived in

*' that Country, of Dominion, rower, and In*
*c fluence, hath been always the chief Object of
<c their Policy. -Now will it be at all ftrange,

*' if They look on the Variation made in the J§hia~

*' druple Allyance as a Meafure taken to give

'* Them a Rival in that Country, where They
*c are at prefent indifputably the fuperior Power?
Cc Will not thefe Garrifons of Spaniards, preten-*

^ ded to be placed there for the Security of the
<; eventual Succeffion of Don Carlos, make Them
u look on Parma, Placentia, Portoferraio, and
4< Leghorn, as fo many Places of Arms, put into

M the Hands of an old Enemy, an unfaithful Ally,

< c and a certain Rival ? May They not apprehend
<c that neither Pretences, nor Means will be want**

< c ing, if the Treaty of Seville hath its Effect:, to

< ( introduce greater Numbers of Spanijb, and even
" French Troops into the Hear* of Italy, and to

" ferve

f Enquiry, p. 2£. * Craffjman, vol. 5. p., 288.
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" ferve the 'Emperor as Ferdinand the Catholhk
w ferved Lewis the \ith, in Confcquence of the

" iilly Partition, to which the latter confented.

In another Piece, the Confequences of the Seville

Treaty are farther explained and foretold.

f " It is faid, that France and England are
ic Guaranties for the Emperor s Dominions in Italy

" againft any Encroachments, which Spain may
" attempt to make upon them.
" I anfwer, that the Purpofes of the Quadruple

u Allyame would have been effectually fecured by
u neutral Troops ; but it is extremely probable that
u the Introduction of Spaniards will be followed
<c by Invafions on the Emperor s Dominions ; tor
li though the Introduction of only 6000 Spaniards

is ftipulated, yet if They are put in Polielfion

of Leghorn, They may admit as many more as

They pleafe by the Help of their Fleet, which

is large enough for that Purpofe, and will be
" as good as a Bridge between Italy and Spain,
" In this Cafe, France will not be very forward to
" execute their Engagements of Guaranty in the
u Emperor's Behalf- and if England does, me
<c muft lofe her Trade to Spain and Leghorn. If
" France mould think fit to quarrel with the Em»
u

peror<f They would encourage Spain to invade his
a Italian Dominions ; and when the Emperor com-
iC plains oi it, They will, without much Difficulty,
<c (according to the modern Way of interpreting
<c the Obligations of Treaties) find out fome Act
u or other of the Emperor, which They will al-

u ledge as a Reafon for his having torfeited a
u Right to that Guaranty.

Upon the whole, it was concluded by thefe Wri-
ters that his Imperial Majejly would not confent to

F
'

the

f The Cafe of the Hefllan Forte1, &(< fines publilhed in

the Craft/man, vol. 6. p. 311

.
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the Introduction of Spanip Garrifons, unlefs He
ihould be bought into it by \ another Expedient,

which might prove equally productive of bad Con-

fequences ; I mean our Guaranty of the Prag-
matick Sanction.
They likewife obferved, with too much Reafon,

that as the Reconciliation of Spain and the Empe-

ror, by the firfi Vienna Treaty, was the luckieft

Circumftance, which could poihbly happen to us at

that Time, and ought to have excited our Joy, in-

Head of alarming us with fuch a terrible Panick
;

fo They apprehended. * that the Separation ofthofe

two Courts would be followed by a new Union be-

twecn V ranee and Spain more formidable to Us than

That, which We had diffolv'd.

YYc were told, indeed, *f that if Spain fhould

prejhme to break, the Bounds ofPower in Italy, there

are formidable Princes will rife in Oppofitisn \
per-

haps our selves. But to This it was anfwer'd,

that bcJldcs the ridiculous Employment of being

always doing and undoing, France might recover

fo much Strength, and the Emperor be fo far re-

duced by thefe Meafures, that it would not be in

our Powei to fet Matters upon their right Foot

again. Upon this Suppofition, one of the Writers

on the Country Side made the following Obfervati-

on, which deferves particular Attention at this

Time.

f-f
" If the whole Weight of national Ven-

a geance is ever to fall, it ought furely to crufh

" Thofe, who precipitate their Country, by a long
u Scrks of Blunders and Miftakes, into fuch a
<£ terrible Dilemma, that We cannot obferve out
" Treaties, without being expofed to fight againft

our

f Crnftfmnn, vol. 5. p. 292. * Craft/man, vol. 6. p. 30S.

*[ Bniijb Journals of Aug. 1729, or the Craft/man, vol. $,

p. 10©. {-f Crafifaaa, vol. 5. p-?9!«



(43 )
%

L 2? gemral lntmfisy and without finding whenWe return to thcrn, that the Weaknefs of our
Allies and the Strength of our Enemies are the
Works of our own Hamis.
I believe This will be thought fufficient to ex-

plain t,e Realonings on both Sides, concerning the
Introduction of Spamjb Garrifins into Italy, A
Wbscb made one of the principal Stipulations of the
*™?™<*h *? the Qbfervator very frankly acknow-
SS.4 .

B
u
ut » was natural to enquire what Terms

i n ?^,
alncd f°r «*/'*«, m Return for fuch

valuable Obligations on the Court ot Spain.

rJu u
y^r jUft ExPc,aa«on> We were aiTu-

red by the Qbfervatvr * « that our PoffMons
*W were fecured to us, beyond all Joffibi-
hty of Doubt, or Cavil; that all our Privileges
and Advantages in Commerce were re-eflabliihed
upon the Foot of former Treaties; and that
immediate Reparation was ftipulated to our
Merchants tor al! the Damages They had fuf-
fcrd at any Time, contrary to the Treaties ofp*w&, or any other Treaties, which fabhflcd
between England and Spain to that very Day
But the »nrw on the other Side could not find

any Articles, or Words in the Treaty, which could
be fairly interpreted fo as tojultify thefe Afiuran-
ces, or to dciervc thofe Encomiums, which were
oeltowed upon it.

They obferved that the Spaniards were fo fir
trom having renoune'd their Pretentions to G/7-
raltar, or recogniz'd our Right to the Pofleilion of
it, that it is not fo much as mentioned through
tac whole Treaty ; and it hath been iince con-
ielsd by an honourable Gentleman, in an high Sta-
tion, *f that if We had cjj^d to mention any

F 2 JThing

t Cra/i/man, vol. 6. p. jg,

"t Objection on the Treaty ,fSeviVe> p. 3. *
/</. p
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*thing about Gibraltar, the Spaniards would have

broke off' all farther Negotiations. We were like-

wife told by one of his Advocates, that Gibraltar

was an old Sore, and that our Miniftcrs were de-

ftrous to touch it tenderly ; That is, the Court of

Spain wonld not admit of any Words in the Treaty,

which would annihilate their Pretentions, and did

not delign to include our PofTeffion of that Place in

their general Guaranty oiall his Majeftys Kingdoms,

States and Dominions. How therefore could it be

faid with Truth, as the Obfervator affirm'd, that

We had a very full Acknowledgment, on the Part

cf Spain, of our Right to Gibraltar and the I/land

of Minorca ; or that thofe PofTefTions were fecured

to us, beyond all Pojjibility of Doubt, or Cavil
',

when W7

e had obtained no other Security for

Them, than what was before complained of in the

Preliminaries, the Convention of the Pardo, and

the Provifional Treaty ? I mean, a Confirmation of

all former -Treaties, and confequently That of Ma-
drid in the Year 1721, upon which the Spaniards

ground their Claim to the Reftitution of Gibraltar}

They likewife apprehended that the Provifions

made in this Treaty for the future Security of our

Commerce, and Reparation to our Merchants for

their paft Sufferings, would prove ineffectual.

Thefe Proviiions were, that * Commiffaries ffiould

be appointed on the Part of their Eritannick and

Catholick Majefties, who mould aflemble at the

Court of Spain, to examine and decide all Diffe-

rences upon thefe Heads ; with an exprefs Stipu-

lation, that Theyfhould punctually Jimp- their Com-
miffion within the Space of three Years from the

Day of figning the prefent Treaty, without any far-

ther Delay, on any Motive, or Pretext whatever.

It

* Ctllefliw of Treaties, vol. 4. p. 204.
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It was apprehended, I fay, on the Country Side,

that thefe Provilions would be very liable to Eva-
lion, by the Dijiance of Place, where the CommiJJa-*

ries were to meet, the Length of Time, allow'd for

this Enquiry, and the fcveral Points, of which it

was to conlill -, particularly * u the Pretcnlions of
u his Catholick Majejiy to the Restitution of the

" Ships taken in the Mediterranean, in the Year
" 1718; an Article, which may be fo call up by
" the Spanijh Commiffaries as to overbalance the
" Account of the Britijb Merchants, by fcveral

" hundred thoufand Pounds.

On the other Side it was aliened, that u
f the

a Reltitution of our Lolles \\nct June 1727 was
u to be immediate and forthwith, as well as thcln-
" troduclion of the Spanip Garrifons was to be
<c without Lofs of Time ; and that the Affair of
" the Merchants flood prior in the Treaty to
u the Tufcan Affair, and, fo tar as it was to be
a without Lofs oj Time, mult have the Preference •

" nay, if it was not performed immediately, no-
" thing was obliged to be done in Favour of Don
« Corks.

Indeed, it was rcafonable enough to expect that

the Spaniards mould have been obliged to make
our Merchants Reparation for their Lolles, before

We gratify'd Them in fo favourite a Point as the

Introduction of Don Carlos. But though the Ar-
ticle of Reparation happened to Hand prior in the

Treaty to the Tufcan Affair, as this Writer moll
fagely obferved, yet the Adjudication of the for-

mer being left to Commiffaries, who had three Tears
allowed to finilh their Enquiry, and the latter be-

ing to be effectuated without Lofs of Time, it

was• -
,

* Craft/man, vol. 5. p. 270.
-}" The Free-Briton extraordinary, in Anfiver to the $bsrt

View, printed for Pcele, in the Year 1730, p 45.
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was eafy to perceive which would have the Pre-

ference ; and This furnimed one Objection, of no
fmall Weight, againft the Treaty itfelf( in which

•f*
" We feem'd to make juft fuch a Bargain, as

* We made in the Jdjiadruple Allyance ; when We
<£ put Sicily, and all that the Emperor had to ex-
u peel from our Friend/hip, into his Hands imme-
a diately • although the reciprocal Part, to be per-
u formed by Him, was to be a Work of Time

;

u and although W7

e had not received Satisfaction
u from Him mfome Points, about which We were
u extremely fullicitous.

Thele Reafonings without Doors, concerning

the Treaty of Seville, had likewife the Honour to

be lircngthencd by the Arguments of feveral no-
ble Lords and Gentlemen of great Dillinction,

within Doors
;
particularly in the Houfe of Peers,

where the iollowing Motions were made; viz.

Die Martis 27 Jan. 1729.
Moved to relblve * a that the Agreement in

" the Treaty of Seville to effectuate the Introduc-
" tion of Spanijh Troops into Tufcany and Parma,
u is a manifeit Violation of the fifth Article of
a the Quadruple Allyance, tends to involve the
" Nation in a dangerous and expcnlivc War, and
u to dellroy the Ballance of Power in Europe.

" After Debate, the Ghieftiou was put upon the
u faid Motion, and it was refohed in //^Negative.

Moved to rcfolve c< that our Right of Sove-
a rcignry, Dominion, PoiTcfTion and Propriety to
<c Gibraltar, and the I(land of Minorca, is not afc

u certain'd by the Treaty of Seville, fo as to ex-
" tinguiih the Claims and Pretenfions fet up by
<c the Spaniards, which were followed by an ac-

" tual

f Craftfman, vol. 5 p. 293.
* Hi'/?. 'Regijlc r, voI» 15, p. 202.
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a tual Siege, fince the Ceffion of thole valuable
" Places by the Treaty of Utrecht.

" After Debate, the Ghteftion was pit thereon^
u and refohed in the Negative.

Moved to reiblve " that the Stipulations in the
a Treaty of Seville, for repairing the Loiles of
" our Merchatrts, are infurhcient and precarious.

w After Debate, the (fhieftion was pat thereupon,

" and it was refohed in the Negative.

Then it was propofed, by fome ether Lords, to

refolve a that the Treaty of Peace, Union and
" Friendfhip, concluded at Stride the oth of No-
u vemfrer |aft

}
doth contain all neceiTary Stipula-

tt tions for maintaining and fecuring the Honour
y

(C Dignity, Rights, and Pcpffions of the Crown •

" and that all due Care is taken therein for the
" Support of the Trade of the Kingdom, and for
u repairing the LoiTes furlered by the Merchants.

U After Debate, the jQueftwn was put thereupon,

" and it was refohed in the Affirmative • upon
" which feveral Lords entered their *Proteft againji
<(

it, with their Reafons at large, which deferve par-
" ticular Notice at this Time.

I mall now proceed, according to the Method
propofed, to a few fhort Remarks on the Effects

of this Treaty.

In the firfr. Place, it is obfervable that his Impe-

rial Majejly was fo far from looking on the In-

troduction of Spanijh Garrifons into Tufcany and
Parma as a trifling Variation from the Quadruple

AUyance, according to the Doctrine of the Court

Writers, that He refented both the Matter and the

Manner of it in the ilrongefl Terms, as a down-
right Infraction of Treaties, derogatory to his Ho-
nour, and injurious to his Interejls, as well as the

Rights

* Ik.
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Rights of the Empire. He ordered his Minifers
at ieveral Courts to remonftrate againft it asfuch;

and fent a \ Commifforial Decree to the Diet at

Ratisbon; in which, having vindicated his own
Conduct to the States of the Empire, there aflem-

blcd, with Relation to Don Carlos, He fpeaks of
the prefent Stipulation in the following Manner.

—

tc But contrary to all Expectation, a particular
<c Treaty hath been concluded at Seville, between
u the Crowns of Spain, Frame, and Great Britain

;

*' the 9th and fubfequent Articles of which (rela-
<c ting to the Spanifh Garrifons) cannot but raife

" the higheft Indignation; becaufe the moll eflen-

" tial Bands of human Society are therein broken,
il and if

' Cbrijlian Powers pretend thus to difpofe

" of the Eltates of third Perfons, all Confidence
" and good Faith ought to be baniihed out of
" the World. Belidcs, They have no Regard to
u former Treaties, nor to the laft Preliminary Ar-
" tides, which were acknowledged by both Parties
" as the Groundwork of the Negotiations for the
" general Peace, and as the only Counterpoife to
" an exorbitant Power, that was dcfign'd to be c-
(C reefed in Europe. They have no Attention to the

" Afts ofGuaranty, that have been delivered. They
u diipoie of the Rights and Territories of the 2w«-
" pire as They pleafe, even in the Life-time of
" the lawful PofjlJJbrs. They fet fo little a Value
<c upon the Emperor and Empire, that They would
" not fo much as ask their Confent in an Affair,

" that was properly their own, thoughfuch Confent
" was made neceflary by the Allyancc of London.
u —If therefore /?/d? Conduct takes Place, and the
<l vew Allies pcrJift therein, We fhall hereafter fee

" Might overcome Right, and Engagements tram-
« pled

•\ Wflorical Regijler> vol. 15. p. 134.
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u pled on at Pleafure • and whatever the new Allies
*' ihall judge to be molt convenient will always be
M molt j ufl:, without any Regard to -Things , or
w Perfons.

His Imperial Majefy iikewife reprefents to the

Germanick Body, as a Merit to Himfelf, * " that
ic

the Fear of being abandon'd by his Ally, the
(i King of Spain, was not capable of making Him
" take the leait Step, that could prejudice his Dig-*
€i

nity, and That of the Empire.

The Court of Vienna did not content Them»
felves, like fome other Politicians, with fhewing

their Refentments in Words and Appearances only
j

but actually pour'd a large Army into Italy with
Orders to oppoie the Execution of the Treaty, and
found Means to maintain Them there all the fol-

lowing Summer, notwithstanding the Suegeilicna

of the Court'Party, and che wile Precautions We
took, by an \ Act of Parliament, to prevent the

Subjects ot this Kingdom irom lending Him any
Money.
When the Allies of Seville found the Emperor m

Earnelt, and fully determined to Hand upon his

Dqfence, They began to halt and beat a Parley,

The Cabinets of Europe were again employed in

framing Expedients • Couriers were continually pad
ling from Court to Court, and the puulick Prints

amus'd us with nothing but new Plans, or new Re*
ports of Accommodation } whilit. a large Fleet lay

in the Road of Barcelona, and a numerous Body
of Land Forces were aifembled on the neighbour*

ing Coafls, ready to embark upon the firlt Noticg

for the intended Expedition. But his Imperial Ma*
G jefy

* lb.

f See an Aft, /; prohibit hit Majefifi Su'jeRs, to lexd aa$

Sifms of Money to any foxrivi Pnnq, §tafe, §f Potentate $ct

iq Jae Ye« 1759.
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jefly having rejected all the Proportions made to
Him, for acceding to the Treaty of Seville, and
feeming determin'd to abide Extremities, rathet

than confent to their Meafures ; that Summer wore
out in Negotiation only, and the Spanijb Armada
retired to their Harbours, without any Action,
like our Fleet at Spithcad, the Year before.

The Introduction of Don Carlos with Spanifh

Ti«oops into Italy being thus protracted -, the Per-

formance of the Articles, in our Favour, was like-

wife fufpended. The Spaniards not only conti-

nued the Blockade of Gibraltar, in the mod ri-

gorous Manner, fo as to cut oft' all Communication
with the Country; but likewife projected fome new
Works for annoying our Ships in the Bay, which
have been fince finiilied. Inftead of making our
Merchants any immediate Reparation, by Virtue of
that Priority in the Treaty, which the Court'Wri-
ters difcovered, They did not fo much as nomi-
nate Commijfaries, on their Part, for adjufting thofe

Lories ; and feem'd to think Themfelves free from
all Engagements towards us, till the Stipulations,

in Favour of Don Carlos, were effectually put in

Execution.

Thus did Affairs continue in a doubtful Situa-

tion between Peace and War, as They had conti-

nued for feveral Years pari:, till the Seafon of Par*
iiament in Great Britain came round again ; That
rs, till the Beginning of the Year 1731 -, about
which Time, a private Negotiation at Vienna, be-
tween Great Britain and the Emperor, began to
get Air, and was firfl hinted to the Publick in

the famous Hague Letter, printed in the
* Craft/man; which, having fince received a judi-
cial Cenfure, I am not at Liberty to quote, tho*

it

* Crafifmtni No,. 235- Sat Jan, z f 1730-1,
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it would be of great Ufe to my prefcnt Purpofc;

but as it was chiefly built on the 4th Article of
the Hanover Treaty, and the bad Confequences,

which might attend any Breach of it, I muft con-

tent my lelfwith laying that Artkle before the

Reader. It runs in the following 1 erms, 'viz.

\ u And as the faid three nioft ferene Kings are
u are refolved to bind more and more clofely the
H

ftrict Union, that fublilts amongft Them, by all

Ki
polfible Tokens of good Faith and mutual Con-

" fidence, They have reciprocally agreed, not only
" to enter into no Treaty, Allyance, or Engagement
u whatever, which may in any Manner whatever
u be contrary to the fnterefts vf each other , but even
u

faithfully to communicate to each other the Propo-
u

ials, that may he made to T'hem, and not to take,
u upon what may be propofed, any Rcfolution, o-
" therwife than in Concert together, and after & joint
u Examination of what may conduce to their com-
<c mon Interejls, and be proper for maintaining the
" Ballance of Europe, which is fo necefTary to be
" preferved for the Good of the general Peace,

In lefs than three Months after the Hague Let*

ter was publiihed, a Treaty of Peace and Allyancc

was actually concluded at Vienna between the Em-
peror and the King of Grejt Britain, in which the

States General were likewife included • but neither

France, nor Spain were lb much as mentioned in

it -, which feem'd to be fomevvhat -extraordinary

as to the latter, at leaft, ficce the Introduction of
Spanijh Garriibns into Italy, with the E'mperors

Confent, made one of the principal Stipulations of

this new Treaty -, nay, what is Hill more furprizing,

it was with extreme Difficulty that They were

brought into it at laft, and even then not without

infilling on •bveral Alterations in the £$ of Appro-

G 1 bathn -

y

+ Collefii.nof Treaties, vol. 4. p. 14.9, Crrff/sant rol 7.
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baHoti ; one ofwhich> if I do not forget, was that

the Introduction of Don Carlos with 6ocoSpaniJb

Trocps into Italy mould be eiiectuated previ-

ously to the Execution of any Engagements on

their Part, however They might Hand pkior in

the Treaty of Seville -, which, by the Way, was

concluded above a Tear and an half before. The
Dutch were ftill more backward in their Acceflion,

and did not accede at laft without fome * wife Re~

jlnflions. As for the Court of France, They
were fo far from liftening to any Solicitations on

this Head, that They exerted their utmoft En-
deavours to prevent the Concurrence of Spain.

Nay, They exprefs'd fuch a Reientment both

againft the Treaty itfelf, and the Manner of nego-

tiating it, that We apprehended nothing lefs than

an Invafton from Dunkirk, where fome Troops
were afiembled. This (truck us, all on a Sudden,

with fuch a Terror, that the Coafts of Kent were

immediately cover'd with Regiments of Horfe,

Foot, and Dragoons, who were order'd to march
thither, with the utmoft Precipitation, from all

Parts of the Kingdom ; and the Fluctuation, which

fuch an Alarm naturally occafion'd in our Stocks,

afforded the Caterpillars of the Alley a plentiful

Harveft.

However, thefe Appreheniions being foon difli-

pated, Sir Charles Wager was again difpatch'd to

the Coafts of Spain with a large Squadron of Eng~
lip Ships, in order to wait upon Don Carlos and
the Spanijh Troops to his new Dominions. The
Admiral Ship was fitted out in a moftfplendid and
eoftly Manner, for the Reception of hie ferene

Higbmfs ; but after a Courfe of pompous Com-
pliments and Vifits between the Commander of the

Spjui/b Flat and our Admiral, upon his Arrival at

Cadiz,
jm, j i'

i i i I i
i n n iin li r
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Cadiz, and the fame Honoucs having been after-

wards paid Him at the Court of Seville, his Catho*

lick Majefly was pleafed to diicharge Him from the

Trouble of taking Don Carlos under his Care,

and required no more at his Hands than to con-

voy the Spanifh Troops to Italy, in Conjunction

with his own Admiral. The combin'd Fleet ac-

cordingly fet fail from Barcelona in Otfober 1731,
and arrived at Lcghwn the 26th of that Month.
As foonas the Court of Spain received Intelli-

gence that their Forces were fafely landed, and that
* every Thing, relating to the IntroduBion of Spa-

nifh Garrifons in Tufcany was finijhed ; the young
Prince was fent after them by Land, as far as

Antibes , for They chofe to let Him travel thro

France, rather than accept of thofe magnificent

Accommodations, which had been provided for

Him and his Retinue on Board our Squadron, at

fo great an Expence. His Highnefs arrived at

J*
Leghorn the 27th of Dec. following, and was

received there with all poffible Marks of Joy and
Refped ; efpecfaliy by the EngUJb Faclory, who
wetted a- triumphal Arch in Honour of the Day.
Soon after This, his Majefty received a Letter
from the Dutcheis Dowager of Parma, Guardian
to Don Carlos, wherein ffjbe acquaints hisM.nefty
with the due and happy AccohipUJr^ient ^that Suc-
ceflion, defiring his Majefiys Acceptance of a *4«

Medal /truck upon this Occafion, and exprejjtng

her Senfe of his Majejlfs Friendfeip to the Royal,
Infante Duke, as well as to Herfelf , and of the

great

* See the London Gazettes for me Month o. Nov. 173 1.

•f London Gazette, Jan ift- 1731-2.

f-f- See the publiik Papen of the fame Date.

*t It was faid that this Medal contained the Effigies of Dan.
^Carlos on one Side, with this Infcription ,• Carolus I. Borbonius-
Farnefius, novus Dux Parmae & Placentiae ; and on the
Reverfe, a royal Crmn upon a Carpet, with this Device; mo*
V£NIETt>
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great Share, that his Majefty hath had in this

important Event.
About the fame Time, Admiral Wager received a

Prefent of the King of Spain's Picture fet with

Diamonds, to a great Value-) for his Services in that

glorious Expedition.

Don Carlos being thus eflablifhed in his new
Dominions, to the Satisfaction of their Catholick

Majejties, and at our Expence, the nmiifterial Wri-

ters began to raife their Crcfls again, and pro-

mifed us all, that our Hearts could wilh from the

Court of Spain, in Return for fuch high Obliga-

tions.——Bur before I proceed to the Effects of

thefe Tranfa&ions, I mull make a few Remarks

on another Article of the Vienna Treaty.

For as the Emperor confented to this Introduc-

tion of Spamjh Garrifois into Tufcany and Parma>

which He feein'd fo refolutelydetcrmin'd to oppofe

with all his Might but a Year before; it muft be

concluded, that He likewife obtained fome favou-

rite Point for Himfelf ; and That was our Guaranty

of the Pragmatick Sanction ; the very Point,

which v/as mark'd out and foretold by the Country

Writers as the only Term, upon which We ftould

be able to purchafe the Acceilion of his Imperial

Majefty to the Treaty of Seville. This was juft

hinted at before; but I muft. now beg Leave to

cite the Parage at large, with the Authors Senti*

ments uppn fuch an Expedient,

f
" But it will be laid, perhaps, that We are

<c brought into no Danger of a War with the Em*
" pcrnr : that our wife Minifiers have a Refcrve

" ftill in their Power, and can make a Peace with
" his ImperialMajejiy, whenever They pleafe; that
<c to effect it, nothing more wifl be neceffary than

" to

f Craft/matt, vol. 5, p« 292.
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u to give o«r Guaranty to the DifpoHtion, what*
<( ever it be, which his Imperial Majefty hath made,
u or (hall make of the Auf.rian Dominions.
" Such an Expedient as This would, I doubt not,

" be loon pafs'd (if the immediate Danger oi' a
" JJ^r prefs'd upon us) by -Tbofe, who think cf
<c nothing more than how to get over, by annual
<c Expedients, the annual Difficulties They bring
" Themfelves under; without any Regard to the
** continual Charge and frequent Loiles, which
i6 the Nation is obliged to fupport, by their Ma-
<( nagement, or to the dangerous Confequcnccs
" of their Meafures. But Men, who think on
" wifer and honcfter Principles, would look on
w fuch a Guaranty as a Method of Cure very little

" preferable to the Difeafe it felf.

u His Imperial Majefty hath indeed given bis
*' Guaranty to the Succellion of our Crown, efta-

*' blifh'd in the prefent, Royal Family ; but there
il would be no Parity between fuch a Guaranty as
u This, and the Guaranty of a Succeffion, the Na-
M ture of which may be known by the Pragmatick
a Sanctions, but the Dcfcent of which into any
u particular Family cannot be forefeen.

" Who could anfwer, in this Cafe, that We
iC might not give cur Guaranty even to the ag-

?* grandizing of Don Carles ; which is an Event
u our Politicians have exprefs'd their Apprchen-
" fions of in the ftrongeft Terms, although They
* feem at prefent a little better reconciled to it ?

" Who could forcfee the numberleis Mifchiefe,
* l of which fuch a Diipohtlon of the Mftrian
** Dominions might be productive, if his Imperial
K Majefty fhould die without Iffue male ? What
^ Claming oflnteretfs might there not be, even in
* f the Imperial Family, as well as in every Part cf
** the Empire f To get dear of a War with Sp.iin,

We
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u We cxpofe our felves to a War, which may
" commence in Italy, and fpread much farther.
<c By the Expedient , now fuppofed, We might get
" clear of an immediate War in Italy

-,
but We

<c fhould Hand in Danger of being involved, a lit-

" tie fooner, or a little later, in a War, which
" may diffract Germany as much, and laft as long
" as That of 1618, and kindle its Fires all over
<c Europe.

The Author of the Enquiry reafon'd, upon the

fame Principles, againft our Guaranty of the Prag-

matick Sanhion, about two Years before, and ap-

plauded his late Majefty's Wifdom for refufing it,

in the following Words. u Certainly, no one can
" think but that it was wifely and happily judg'd
" to rcfufe a Guaranty, which might have been at*
u tended with fo fatal Confequences ; for as the
" Emperors Children arc now Females only* and
ic the Influence ofthat Succeflion upon Europe rnuft
ic depend upon the Marriages of thefe Females

;
" and as no one then knew to what Princes They
u might be hereafter married •, it was wife in his
u Majefty not to oblige Himfelf tofupport zSttc-
iC

ceffton, which might poflibly, by fome future
u Marriages, become formidable to the reft of
a Europe, and fatal in the ]£nd to Britain it felf.

This was the Language oi the Court, and the

Doctrine of the Enquiry, at the Beginning of the

Year 1727, in order to juflify the Treaty of Ha-
iicrocr, and the Meafures, that had been taken againft

the Allies of Vienna, I muft therefore beg Leave
to recommend one Confideration to the Author of
that memorable frcatife ', who feem'd to be very

angry, about five Years ago, with an Obfervation,

^ that He had been gh$n up, in every material

Article^

•j- Craftfman, vol. 4, p. %f,
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Article, by both Parties, and complair/d of it

as groundlcfs. This Complaint, among other Rea-
fons, produced a * Reply from the Gentleman,

who made the 01 fcrvation • and it was generally

thought that He iupported it very fully, by an In-

duction of Particulars, as to the main Points then

in Difpute; I mean the feveral Articles of the fe-

cret, offenfive treaty of Vienna, which was {o ftrongly

ailerted in the Enquiry, for it did not then enter

into any Body's Imagination, that We ihould ever

confentto the Introduction of Spanish Garrisons
into Italy, or become Guaranties of the Pragma-
tick Sanction. But iince the ViciJJitude of hu-

man Affairs, the Fluctuation of Power, and the Re-

volution of Politicks have brought thefe Things to

pals, I leave the Gentlema:: to determine, in his

own Brealt, whether He is not now effectually given

up in every material Article, which He either af-

ferted, or juftifyd in that Book. I am willing to be-

lieve Him a Alan ofgreat Sincerity, and that He was

led into Error meerly through Mifinforrnation • but

face his Book wasfet forth by Authority, as a Sort

of political Canon, which the People were to re-

ceive for their Rule of Faith, and hath been made
the Foundation of all our Difputes, for feveral Years

together, it certainly behoves Him to review it

once more, and compare it with our late Meafures,

as becomes a candid Writer and a Lover of Truth.—
But This is only by Way of Digrellion. Let us

now proceed to other Matters, according to the

Method laid down.

It mull be confefs'd that this Treaty of Vienna

prevented an immediate War, and ferv'd to keep

Things together for fome Time ; but it was far

from eflabliihing a firm and la/ling Peace
',
for, to

fpeakinthe fofteft Terms, there hath been a remark-

(

H abk
* lb. p. 259.
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able Coldnefs between Us and France ever fince •

and the Preparations in the Ports of Spain for e-

quipping another Armament, the very next Spring,

feem'd to give our Mimfiers fuch an Alarm, that

a Fleet was fitted out here likevviie in a great

Hurry, and rendczvom/d at the Nore, where it

continued for fome Time, under the Command of
Sir George Walton. This, I fay, feemM to inti-

mate that our Court had fome Jealoufy of the De-
lign of the Spaniards • for as foon as certain Intel-

ligence arrived that They were landed near Oran,
the Admiral was ordered to ftrike his Flag, and
the Ships returnd to their Harbours.

Immediately after This, the miniflerial Prefs

was delivered of another Pamphlet, intitled * the

natural Probability of a lajling Peace in Europe •

from whence it is neceflary to quote a few PafTages.

He begins with telling us that \ " We enjoy at
u prefent the moll perfccJ, univerfal and ejlablifh'd

44 Tranquility. We behold not only Gnat Britain
11 at Peace, and on the molt amicable Terms with
w all her Neighbours, but all her Neighbours are

" at the fame Time difpofed in the itrongeft Man-
u ner to live well with each other. We are not
" only happy in a good Underftanding with other

44 Nations, but thofe Nations likewife are with-
44 out Quarrels and Difputes among Themfehes • fo
44 that as We have no Profpedt of War, or Con-
44 tention, by Differences of our own \ neither are
44 We likely to be drawn into Danger by the Dif-
44 agreements , the Ruptures, or Commotions of others.

This, one would think, was fufficient in all Con-

feience -, but He explains our Happinefs more par-

ticularly in the next Paragraph.

" This moll advantageous Situation, fays He,

is
u

* tinted for f*&, in the Year 1732. f lb. p. 2.
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u

is what We have very fcldom feen, what Wc
" hope will long continue, and what We conceive

" to be fecurcd by the raoji eff'tfiual, the bejl con-

" trived Means in the World. We cannot look back
" to any particular Period, within a long Courie
" ofTime, when Europe was Weft with fitch ttni-

u verfal JQiiiet, and with fujh reafonable Hopes of
tc

its long extended Duration. Almoft every Peace,
ft that hath been made in Europe, fince the Rcito-
" ration of Charles . d, feems to have been in its

" Nature, as well as in its Confcquence, no better

" than a port Ceffation of Arms
; and whocvcf

" looks into the Treaties, which were delign'd to
u compofe the Jgfttarrels of Princes then at Vari-
" ance, may ealily fee their Differences far from
" being /inijhed, and thofe uhfinijh'd Differences
" big with new Calamities. But We have now
" the Happinefs to fee the Plan of Power i"o

li well delign'd, the Limits fo well bounded, and
M fo ftrongly fene'd, the feveral Princes of Europe
u h well fatisfy'd with their rejpeclive Conditions,
u fo powerfullv difpofed to live peaceably within
u Themfehes, and fo very far from being either
u interested, or inclined to make Encroachments oh
u their Neighbours, that We may indulge ajl thofe
u Pleafures, which good Minds are capable of
" conceiving on fo agreeable a Profpeff • fince no
" Seafon ever beheld a Peace more univerfal, nor
a did any Conjuncture of Affairs ever promifc a
u Peace more ejtablijh'd and lafting.

Some Remarks upon this Piece were immedi-
ately published in the \ Craftfman • particularly on
the iNew Plan of Power, fo highly extoll'd in

the foregoing Paragraph.

uhis Writer proiefs'd Himfelf ready to acknow-
H 2 lege
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ege that tc almoft everv Peace fince the Reftora-
L tion (and effectally for several Years past)
c feems to have been in its Nature, as well as in
i

its Confequcnce, no better than a short Ces-
' sation of Arms/' He likewife confefs'd,
i

that the Plan of. Power in Eurofe was cer-
1 tainly alter'd by two fundamental Articles of
c our late Treaties -, viz. the Introduction of Don
c Carlos into Italy, and the Guaranty of the
* Pragmatick Sanction" But He was very far from

agreeing with this Reafoner ttfori Probabilities, that

it had laid the Foundation of an univerfal and
eftablijVd Peace ; fincc it was well known that the

Court oiFtance was {q fir from difcovering any
Difpolition to guaranty the Pragmatick Sanc7ion

7

that it was undoubtedly their Intereft to oppofe

it • that They had actually oppofed it already, as far

as They could do in the Way of Negotiation ; and

that, in all Probability, They would oppofe it by
Force, whenever the Contingency fhould happen.—

>

He likewife cxprefs'd the fame Apprehenfion from

the new Settlement of Don Carlos, with Regard

to the Tranquility of Europe, and ask'd the follow-

ing remarkable QuefUons upon it.
u May not the

44 Italian Domin[ons furnifh a Bone of Con-
4C tention between Germany and Sfain, in Times
4t to come, as Flanders hath already done between

& France and the States General? May not tbefe
ci Pretenfcns prove the Means of uniting France

" and Sfain, and involve Great Britain in a War
44 to fupport her Engagements ?

The Court Author beforementioned (That is,

Mr. Walftnghavii ) was pleafed to give thefe Que-
flions a Reply in his next \ Free Briton, and treat-

ed it as a ridiculous Suppoiition, " that France
« and

.
-7
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-" and Spain fhoutd join in Arms againft the Prag-
u matick Sanction. The Interefts of France and
il Spain (fays He) are Co far incompatible, in this

" Affair, that the Pope and the Turk might as

" well be expected to join in a War for the ut-

" ter Subversion of the Protejiant Religion,

He adds, by Way of Interrogation, f
u if

" the Crown of Spain had any Claims, any De-
" mands upon the Emperor in Italy, can it be

" thought that This would unite the French and

" Spaniards together? Would the Court of
" France think it worth their Trouble even to

" take away Power from the Houfe of Auflria, if

" it were meerly to add to the Spanifh Power ?

" Or are not the French and Spaniards naturally

" as jealous of each other, as either of Them can

" be of the Houfe of Aufiria? And can it then

" be thought that They will ever Unite, when
" their Interefts always rnuft be different?

What an excellent Head muff, this Man have to

rcafon upon Probabilities, and judge of future Con-

tingencies, who feems altogether ignorant ot actual

Events? For it wasvilible to every Body, of com-

mon Difcernment, that an Union between France and

Spain was very far advanced even at the Time,

when He publiihed this Song of Triumph ; and, in-

deed, had been growing up ever fince the Treaty

of Seville, which naturally produced it,
^
as the

Country Writers juftly obferved, by dillblving the

Allyance between Spain and the Emperor. He like-

wife feems to have forgot a certain Observation of his

old Acquaintance, Roger Man ley Efq- fome Years

before, concerning the J//«» of Spain, viz. * " that

*' asiheis aPrincefs of Spirit and Ambition,
" fhe carried her Views yet farther, being very

a delirous

f II. * Britft Jmrnh Jm* 4:h > * 728-9-
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Ci dchrous to make her Sosjble Monarch of Lom-
" bardy." Now, if This is the true Cha-
racter of her Catholick Majefly, let me ask our pro-

found Politician, whether paving the Way for Don
Carlos fo far as We have done, could polhbly have
any natural -Tendency to check her Ambition; or

whether me could take a more probable Method of
gratifying her farther Views, than by uniting with
France, on a proper Opportunity ? But I am
alhamed to comment any farther on a Piece, which
appeared abfurd enough of itfelf, when it was firit

putlimed, and hath been lately ridicul'i in fo *

handfome a Manner. I fhall therefore clofe this

Head with an Obfervation or two, v>hich natu-

rally refult from the State of the Cafe.

The precedent Tranfactions arc fufficicnt to

teach us how neceflary it is for Mimjlers and
Governors of Kingdoms, which have any main In-

tcrejl at Stake, or any great Point at Heart,

to keep it conltantly in View, and to purfue it

with inflexible Refolution. By thefe Means, We
fee, the Court of Spain hath at length effectuated

the Succcihon of Don Carlos to the Tufcan Domi-
nions through infinite Obftaclcs; and, ifWe may
believe the minijlerial Wrhers, againft the Interefts

and Inclinations of all the Powers in Europe. By
the fame Means, his Imperial Majejly hath, in a

Manner, extorted our Guaranty of the Pragmatick

SarSion, which his late and his prsftnt Majejly

thought fit to refufc fo long. I fincerely wiih that

I had any Opportunity of congratulating my #wn
Country on the fame happy Iifue of our Negoti-

ations, with Refpectto thole effential Points, about

which We have been contending for fo many Years,

and at fo much Expence; but though the fame

Alhduity hath, no Doubt, been employed, and the

fame
... —— . — — ———

—

mm^m
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fame conftant, invariable Regard hath been paid to

our hiterejls, it does not yet appgar that They
have been crown'd with the fame Succefs. It is

true, indeed, that his Imperial Majejiy hath at

length confented to aboliih the Oftend Company,

and all Trade to the Eafi Indies from the Aufirian

Netherlands -, but This hath been confefs'd, on
both Sides, to be the Uafi material Article, with

Regard to Us • and every Body knows that it

might have been edectually fupprefs'd at firft for a

Trifle not worth mentioning, in Comparifon to

thofe immenfe Sums, which it hath lince coft us.

Bcfides, I obferved before that the Buille We
have made about this Trade hath fet almoft every

Nation upon Schemes of"the fame Kind ; and that

even the Emperor Himfelf is now purfuing a Pkin

for carrying it on in fome other Part of the World,

not prohibited by Treaty. Our principal Points

therefore are the undifturb'd Pofleffion of G/-

braltar and the Ifland of Minorca, the Freedom
of Commerce, and Reparation to our plunder d Mer-
chants. As to the Jirjl, I cannot polfibly conceive

how our Right to the Poffejjion of thefe Places can

be faid to be effectually afcertain'd and fecur'd,

when the very Treaty, upon which the Spaniards

ground their Pretentions to them, is recall'd and

confirm'd in all the fubfequent Treaties , by which

We are told They have renoune'd thofe Pretenfi-

ons ; efpecially, when it is farther conlider'd that

They have conftantly refufed to renounce Them
fpecifically, and have even given us the molt ocular

Demonftration of their Intentions, by erecting

Forts and other military Works to annoy fur Gar-

rifon, as well as our Ships in the Bay. The Free-

dom of Commerce and Reparation to our Merchants
are fo dofely interwoven together, that they may
be properly confider'd under one Head ; and what

hath
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hath been done upon This ? Why, the Time limi-

ted by the Treaty of Seville, for the Examinati-

on and Decifion of that Affair, expired without any

Thing being fettled. Another Term of three Tears

was then agreed upon • above one Tear of which is

alread) Upfed, and I do not hear that the Mer-
chants have yet received any Satisfaction. But as

the Commiffrrics, on our Part, lare now return'd,

and the Parliament is juft upon the Point of meet-

ing, We mail focn know what They have done •

and I heartily wifh that a certain Gentleman's Pre-

diction in the Houfe of Commons, when the Treaty

of Seville came firft under Deliberation there, may
not be verify*d ; viz. that the Execution of this

Commifhon would coji the Nation more than the

Merchants would ever get by it. If therefore

We have not effectually infilled on either of thefe

great Points, whilft the dearefi Interefi of Spain re-

main'd in Sufpence, and muft have remained fo

without our Affiftance ; how can We expect to ob-

tain them, when We have given that Pledge out of

our own Hands, and Spain ftands no longer in:

Need of Us ?

But it will be faid, perhaps, ( nay, it hath been

faid in Effect already) that We could not pur-

chafe Peace at too dear a P^ate, as our Circumftan-

ces then flood ; and that We had better yield

to any Terms than plunge the Nation into a

War. IfThis was our Cafe, I mould be glad to

know why the fame Conliderations did not prevail

long before ; for ifWe had undertaken to effectuate

the Introduction oi Don Carlos with Spanifb Gar-

rifons into Italy, at the Congrefs of Cambray, in-

flead of oppofing it with fo much Vigour, the

Court of Spain would have had no Occafion to

throw Themfelves into the Arms of the Emperor^

and if W7
e had been happy enough, at the fame

i lme,
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Time, to difcover that the Guaranty of the Pra**
matick Sanclion was only a Bugbear, that irighteriid

us without any Reaion, there is no Room to iup-

pofe that the Emperor would not have comply'd
with the Demands oixht Spaniards, upon that Con-

dition, as readily as He hath done lince. In this

Cafe, I fay, Great Britain would not only have
faved an infinite Expence in fending out fo many
naval Armaments to all Parts of the World, keep-

ing up joreign Armies, and paying foreign Sabfo*

dies, with all their necejjary Concomitants at home
;

but might likewiie have carried on her Commerce
without Interruption, or fuch a continued Series of
Depredations, as our Merchants have fuHer'd for

many Years paft. Nay, if our Minifters had hap*
pen'd to make all thefe wife Difcoveries at the Con-
grefs of Soijfons, or even when the Treat v of SevdU
was in Agitation, We might have avoided fome
Part of thefe Expences and Calamities ; for it is

directly laid in the Anfzver to the Imperial Decree
againlt that Treaty, publifhcd atRatisboo, and faid

to be written by the French Minifler, * " that
u the Court of Vienna did, in fome Meafure, put
* the Allies of Hanover in the Way oi the Ne^o-
u

tiation, which now fills Them with Indignation
** and Refentment ; and that nothing hath been
" done, but what the Emperor was very ready to
u do Himfelf, had certain Conditions, ellen-
a tial to the Intereits of his House, been com-
" ply'd with.

But our greateit Misfortune is, that the very

Meafures We chofe to take, for obtaining a loft-

ing Peace, are likely to involve us in a general War

;

and, what is ilill worfe, after Wc have fpent fo

many Millions cf Money, fufiered fo many gric-

Hift Regifter, vol, 15. r, 185 ,
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vous Lofles in our Trade, and made fuch large
'Cojiccffions, in order to avoid ir. This is what the
Country Party have long ago foretold, and T am
heartily forry to find tneir Fredittionx fo nearly
accomplifh'd • for it appears very plainly, from the
foregoing Deduction, to what Caufes the prefent
Commotions in Europe are really owing : I mean
to the Treaty of Seville, which opened a Way for
the Spaniards into Italy, and to the laft Treaty of
Vienna, which compleated the Union between France
and Spain,

^
as the other laid a Foundation for it,

by feparating Spain from the Emperor.

.
How ridiculous therefore is it to argue, as fome

Men do, that the prefent War in Europe was occa-
sioned meerly by the accident?! De tth of the late
King of Poland, which no human Wifdom could
fcrefee? It may be fuid, indeed, that the Demife
ofthai Prince was the immediate OccaJion of the
Flame's burfting out; but the combuftible Matter
was laid long before, and the leaft Spark was fuf-
ficient to let Fire to the Train. The Vacancy of
the Throne of Poland happened to come flrft in
the Way; but any other Accident in Europe would
have had juft the fame Effect.

The Court of Vienna was fo far from imputing
theprefent War to the Death of Augufius, that They
reprefented the * « Pclijb ElecJion as an Handle
"" only for putting rhefe Vefogns in Execution,u which France had meditated long before the
"** Throne of Poland became vacant.

Belides, it ought to be confidered that although
the particular Year, Month-, or Day, on which
-King Augujius would die, could not be forefeen

;
yet it is well known that He was above threefcore
-Tears of -Age* and in a very inform State of Health,

No
,

* See the 'Remarksw :tbe Motives of the French King's Re*
fyhtuKs.
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No wife Peoole therefore would care to pay for an
Annuity oj Peace upon fuch a Life ; and We outht
at lealt, to have been fecured againft a Contingency
which could not be very tar oil, according to the
ordmtry C >urie >f Nature. But Contingencies, are
1 hings, which .'W .l£y; fer-m inrircly to neglect.
They coniideroniy thtprefent Tims; and ifThey
can but make a Shift to put off the Evil for a
•Day, They fcldom take any Thought for the Mor-
row.

I know it will be fatd, (as it hath been fiid be-
fore, upon other Occafions) that f the Judgment
from fbt .Vv-ent of Things mecrly is not the Judg-
ment of ktAsoN. I grant that it is not mecrly to •

eipcciailv when We lpcak of fortuitous Events
which God oniy can forefce; though the Court JW-
fyliave often tounded their Triumphs upon fuch
Accidents

, and I will venture to arUrm that no
Men were ever more lucky in that Particular
But the Events Wc fpeak of, at prelent, are only
luch as tiow irom natural Caufes • in the Fore-
fight of which all political Wtfdom conilits. I be-
lieve the Gentlemen on the Country Side do not
pretend to any fupernatural Light, or Gifts ofDi-
vination

; and yet That mull be the Cafe, if all
the Events, which They have foretold, are meerly
accidental If They had judg'd right upon one or
two Points-only, it might have been imputed to
Gitefs-work, or Chance

; but to be juftified in thrir
Opinion of publick TranfacHons, for feven or eio-ht
*ears together, by the Confequcnces of them
in almoft every Particular, is ccrtaintv owins to.
iomething more than a meer Run of Luck, and
can proceed from nothing but a right Judgment of
Caufes and Effecls.

°

Ia But

f Defend of the Ettpjrj, p. 3 j.
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But it may be (aid again, of what Ufe is it, at

prefect, to tell us that one Set of Gentlemen had

more Sagacity and Forclight than another? The
*its of our late Tranfactions are now vilible to

every Body ', the !\
T

arion is in Danger • and what
is to be done ? 1 his, indeed, is a proper Queftion \

but the Anfwcr is not fo eafy. Things feem to

be brought to fuch a Pafs, that I wifh it may
not puzzle the abicfl Heads in England to extri-

cate us with Honour out of that Labyrinth of £/;-»

tS) in which We are unhappily involved.

We find ourfelvcs obliged, by feveral Treaties,

(fift the Empire;-, if He mould be attack'd;

and it is laid that We have been already call'd

upon to perform thefe Engagements.
• the Treaty of Seville, We are ty'd do»vn,

in the ftrongeit Manner, to feeure Don Carlos in

Pofiefiion of his Italian Dominions for cver
y

xgainji all Events. His Catholick Majefty al-

ludes very plainly to this Engagement in his late

cnn'plaifant Memorial to the King of Great Bri-
!

; where He acknowledges the gtnerous Part,

which his Majefty hath acted, with Regard to Don
Carles.

And if it mould be true, as a Rumour flies a-

t, that the Plan of Operations, which the

Trench are now purfuing in Italy^ was firft chalk'd

cut by U s, in Cafe the Emperor mould not make
good his Engagements to Spain ', what Part can

. poffibly take in thefe Difpates. without wound*
our, or betraying our Intereft ?

if it fhould be likewifc true, as I have heard it

^vjiifper'd, that We promised France our Affiftance,

• ut four Itars ago, to reltore King Staniflaus to

the Throne oi Poland, whenever Augujlus mould
dye, and that our Minif.er was even order'd to co«

•perate with the French Minifter for that Purpofe;



(*)
if This, I fay, is true, and We fhould have ilnce

given the Emperor any Encouragement to oppofe

the Election of that Prince, how are We to act

upon the prefent Occalion ?

In fhort, whichever Way W7
e turn ourfelves, or

whatever Side We take, if We take anv, We ihall

not only involve our felves in a dangerous and ex-

pensive War, but likewife incur the Reproach and

Refentment of one Side, or the other • fince both

of Them think Themlelves intitlcd to our Afl>

fiance.

If, to avoid thefe Difficulties, We chufe a State

of abfohtte Neutrality, and leave the oppojite Pow-
ers to difpute their own Quarrel among Them-?
felves, the Confequencc may be fatal to Europe,

and at length involve Us in the common Calamity.

The Queition therefore recurs, what is to be

done ?—Or is any Thing to be done ?—Ought We
to involve our felves in a War, in which We have

no particular Intereft concerned ? Or ihall We
iit down in Quiet, and run the Hazard oi feeing

'Europe become a Prey to the Arms of the Conque-

ror? For my Part, I cannot pretend to anfwer

thefe QuefHons 5 and the prefent Situation of Af-
fairs is furrounded with lb many Difficulties on
every Side, that I believe the wileft Man in Eng-
land, as I faid before, would be at a Lois to judge
what is moll expedient in fuch a Crifis. But one
Thing feems to be very obvious ; that thefe Per-

fins, who have iBtangled us in the prefent Diffi-

culties, are the moft unlikely to work us out of
them again • for how can They fpeak to foreign

Courts with that Dignity and Authority, which
oecelfary upon fuch an Occasion, when They Have
already dealt with every one of Them, and difo-

birg'd Them all in their Turns ? It is not there-

fore furprizing to hear fuch Men crying out for

Help,
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Help, or to fee Them ready to catch at any Hint,

in order to juitify their furure Meafures by the

Sentiments and Characters of Thofe, whom They
affect to defpiie.

When the Ship is really in Danger, all Hands
mud be at Work • and every Man will naturally

endeavour, for his own Sake, to prevent her link-

ing; but, in the prefent Cafe, it is neceffary to

know our whpk Dinger, before any Gentleman will

venture to give his Opinion upon it. There may
be many more fecret Engagements, or Traufaciionsy
than have yet come to our Knowledge ; and how
can any Bod) pretend to determine what Meafures
are molt proper to be taken, till the whole State

of Affairs is fully explain'd ?

The minifierial Writers will cavil, perhaps, at

this Condu;i of the Country Party, and represent

it as the Effect of a Refolution not to give the

Government any Alfiiianec, in Time of Danger,
unlefs the Management of Affairs is put into their

own Hands , but furely nothing can be more ridi-

culous than fuch an Imputation, in our prefent Cir-

cumftances,. Men mult be quite drunk, and even

mad with the Lull of Power, to covet it on fuch
^tcrms ; and therefore if any of Them fhould be
induced to undertake the publick Service, it ought
to be imputed to their Zeal for his Maje/t/s Ho-
nour, and a generous Defgn of refcuing their

Country out of its prefent Difficulties.—But I have

done ; and mould not have made even thefe mort
Remarks, had I not accidentally met with a «f

Pamphlet ju<t publifhed ; in which the Author dis-

covers all the Marks of Timidity, under the Di£
guiie of bhiftering Language, and exhibits to us

the

I- : "»

\ A Litter to the Craftsmen, printed for Rskrts*
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Che ridiculous Image of natural Infolence ftr'uggling

•with C-onfcioufnefs of Guilt.

What I propoled was to ftate our Cafe, as I

lbund it, with Regard to foreign Affairs • and to

point out the feveral Gradations, by which We
have been drawn into it. How We are to be ex-

tricated out of it> is beyond my Province, and
muil be referr'd to the W iidom of 'Parliament.

I defigncd, indeed, to have added a State of
our dome/iick Affairs, which have kept an equal

Pace with Tkofe abroad, as I am ready to prove by
Accounts now lying before me ; but thefe Sheets

being already fwell'd to a much larger Compais than

I propofod at firft, the fecond Part muit. be referv'd

for another Opportunity.

However, there is otie Point, which requires

immediate Consideration, under our prefentj unhappy

'Circumflances, and therefore muit not be intirely

pafs'd over in Silence. I mean the Navy 1 est*
which is now calculated at near two Millio s,

-and hath been chiefly contracted iince the \ Cc.r

1722.

This Debt arifes by the modern Practice ofex-
ceeding the annual Sum granted and appropriated

by Parliament for the Service of the Nary, in or-

der to keep up a larger Body of Land Forces, and
tX the fame Time perfuade unwary People that

the current Expences of the Tear are kept within

due Bounds ; whereas, in Truth, We are every

Year running in Debt upon that Account ; lor the

Service of the Navy being juilly more popular than

That of the Army, it is natural for Minifters, who
have private Reafons for nor railing rhe whole V -

plies within the Year, to cloak ail DeJ, . n-

der the molt favourite Head. Pur this P« _e is

of very mifchievous Consequence tc th< ublickf

and hath often been complain'd ci as ,u.». n Par-
J.ame-nt)

•">
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hament, as well as from the Throne ; though hither*

to without Redrefs.

At the latter End of Queen Annes Reign, the

Parliament reprefented to her Majeih-, « that in-

" creaiing the annual Expenses beyond the Sup-
" plies granted is an illegal Practice , a dangerous
iC Invalion of the Rights of Parliament , and an

" Attempt, which aitfers very little from levying

u Money without Confent of Parliament." I

chufe to quote thefe PafFages from the Reprefen*

tatiov, at that Time, becaufe They feem to have

had fo much Weight with a certain honourable

Gentleman, that I find them tranfcribed into his

own Observations on the Navy Debt, in, the Year

1711.

At the opening of the Parliament in Oct. 1721,

( foon after this Gentleman came into Power) the

late King obfcrved to Them, " that They could

" not but be fenfible of the ill Confequences, which

" arife from fuch a large Debt unprovided for ;

" that as long as the Navy and victualling Bills

" are at a very high Difcount, they do not only

" affect all other publick Credit, but increafe the

" Charge and Expence of the current Service'*—
He farther obferves,

cC that this Debt, of al!

" others, is the moft heavy and burthenfome.

The prefent great Debt of the Navy is there-

fore a Subject, which feems to require immediate

Confideration ; and it is hoped that an effectual

Stop will be put to fuch Practices for the future.

Neither would it be altogether improper to

make feme Enquiries into the prefent State of our

Shipping, the Condition of our Stores, and the

Rcalbns of that deplorable Defertion of our Sea*

men, which, if not ipeedily prevented, will render

even our Fleet it felf of but little Ufe.

AH
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All Thefe are Points, which certainly drferve

the Attention of a Britifk 'Parliament ; efpecialty at

a Time, when Europe is threatened with a ger :tiI

War, and our Navy at leaft ought to be puc unde$

the beft Regulations.

Before I conclude, let me juft mention another

PracJice^ of the moft dangerous Confequence ro a,

free State ; and That is the Method of granting

Money without Limitation, Appropriation, or even

fo much as fpecifying the Services to be periorm'd.

This is commonly, and indeed not improperly,

called a Vote of Credit
',

fince it repofes an a u-
lute Confidence in the King and his Minifters to

act at Difcretion, and make what Demands V'ncy

pleafe upon the People. I fay, therefore, that it

is a moft dangerous Power, and may be made uie

of to deftroy the very Being of Parliaments, by
depofiting the Purfe ofthe Nation in the Han>4j v.

'2

the Crown, without any Refriffion, or Ac+'jii:a
y

for though Minifters are always ready to promi t

Accounts, when They are pkading fo* fuch u =

limited Grants, yet they are conifontly deny'd,

when call'd for, as the Journals of Parliament a-

bundantly teftify • and This is one good Reafog

for fufpecting the Ufe of them.

On the other Hand, all the Arguments advane'd

in Favour of thefe Grants, fuch as fudden E$i~
gences, unforefeen Accidents, and feeret Service, are

mecr Fallacies, to lay no worfe of them, an4

may be urged, with the fame Force at all Times,

and by every Minifter, without any Difcrimlnation.

As to the perfonal Character of the Prince, it

hath nothing to do in this Cafe, nor ought it to

be introdue'd upon fueh an Occafion ; for every

Body knows that ConcefTions to a gcod King are

always made Precedents for the fame Ccmplai.'.nce

to a fa4 om ; and, indeed, who will preiiune to

JC make
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Ynake the Diftinction ? Befides^ the Ghata&er of

'the beft Prince, that ever wore a Crown, ought

bot to be put in Competition with the Privilege of

Parliament, and the Liberties ofa whole People,

But it' Votes of Credit arc dangerous at all Times,

They are peculiarly fo juit before a general E-
lection, when They may be employ'd to corrupt

the People with their own Money, and deftroy the

Freedom ofthatHoufc, irom whence They receive

their Force.

Whoever reads the Memoirs of Philip de Com*

mines, will fee that the Subjects of'Charles Duke
of Burgundy loft their Liberties by a Power of the

fame Nature, which that Prince artfully gain'd,

under Pretence of keeping Himfelf always pre-

pared againit anyfudden Surpriz.es from his Neigh-

Dour the King of France, And one great Blow
was given to the Liberties of France it (elf, by

\&e 4tke Concejfmis to Lewis the Eleventh.

But the mod remarkable Inftance of the bad

Confequsnces of fuch extraordinary Grants is re-

corded by Dr. Geddes ; who tells us that ^ Henry

ad, King of CajWe, being refolved on a War
with 'the Moortfb King of Grenada, in the Year

14065 demanded a large Supply cf the Cortes

tor carrying it on ; but the Cwtes, judging the

•SuM too great for the People to jpay, abfolutely

jrefufed to grant more than one Third of what the

King demanded ; and when no Importunities could

prevail upon Them to alter their Refolution, the

King gave his AfTent to the Bill, which They had
pa'fs'd for that Purpofe ;

u but at tht fame Time
w d&ftred that in Cafe the Sum, which They hack

** given, -fhoitld be found not to be fufficknt, They
* would i'mpDwe'r Him, without affemblingth Cortes,

** which
1^-3- - r..Y r-
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K which would require 'Time, to raife Money upon
* the Subject, to fupply that Deficiency.

Dr. Geddes obfcrves " that although the giv*
M ing the King yfo£ a Power was fiercely oppofed
" by a great many Procurators as a Thing, th.it

u ftruck -at the very Root of the Authority of a
11 Cortes, it was carryed by a Majority • and tho

v

* 4
it was granted only for a 7W, yet That was

u enough to create fuch a Precedent, as would
<c encourage their future Kings to delire to have
" the fame Power, and to take it very ill, if it

u were deny'd Them ', and by fuch weak, or
<l corrupt Concessions as Thefe it was, that

" the Spavifh Cortes's came to lofc all their Au-
* c thority.

ERRATUM.
Page 35, for Mafier-piece of Politicks, read

Maft&r-firing, which They had touch'd with Succefs,
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