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A N

EXAMINATION
O F T H E

Commercial Principles

O F T H E

NEGOTIATION, &c,

THERE is nothing either in the general

Plan, or in the particular Proviiions

of the late Negotiation, which can be
fuppofed, in the leaft Degree, binding in any-

future Treaty. This is fufficiently evident, not

only from the exprefs Agreement of the two
Courts, but, even if there had been no fuch
Agreement, from the very Nature of fuch im-
perfedl Traafa<ftions. A Retrofpedl, however, to

that Negotiation, mny be attt-nded with con-
fiderable Advantages. It may point out the

Principles which then adluated our Admini-*

ftration, and may enable us to determine hoW
far it will be conlillent with our Intereft, on a

fimilar Occafion, to adopt or to reject that

Syftem of Pacification.
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It is in my Opinion a fortunate CIrcum-»

fiance, notwithftanding the additional Expence *

which we have incurred fince the Clofe of the

late Negotiation, that we have ftill an Op-
portunity coolly and at Leifure to review, and,

if it be not prefumptuous, to rejudge the whole

of that very interefting Tranfadion : becauife

we are ftill in a Condition to make inch a

Reviiion of real Service to us. An Opportu-

nity fo favourable rarely occurs. Negotiations

ordinarily remain involved in the prudential

Obfcurity, with which Deliberations of that

Importance ought always to be attended, until

they are finally ratified. The Bufmefs of po-

litical Criticifm is then at an End. However
juft it may be, it is then certainly ufelefs.

We are not, I hope, fo far gone in Military

Madnefs, as to look no farther than the War.
We do not fight and conquer without fome

Confideration of the End and Purpofe of our

Vi6tories, and our Acquifitions. Whilflr the

War continues our Object is fimple ; it is only

by every poflible Means to weaken and diftrefs

the Enemv. The Bufinefs of Pacification is

more difficult, as it is more important. We
are then to form fuch Plans, and to purfue

fuch Meafures, as may be mofl conducive to

the lafting, folid, and fiabflantial Benefit of

our Country. This is a Matter which requires

the mofl mature Deliberation ; and therefore

not only juitifiesj but demands the Intervention

©f every Perfon, according to the Sort of

Knowledge
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Knowledge he happens to poHefs; and calls

for the publick Attention to every Propofal

which feems to arife from any Appearance of

pubhck Spirit, and to he lupported by any

tolerable Degree of Information.

We are ftill in the Train of Conqueft ; our

Pofition and the Afpcdl of Things are conti-

nually varying ; but notwithftanding thefe Va-
riations, the general Plan ofour Policy muft be
the fame. Every Country has an Intereft

more particularly its own, refuldng from thofe

Circumftances, which conftitute its pecuhar

Strength and Safety. The great Source of our

particular Opulence and Power, has hitherto

been confidcred to arife from Trade j and it

would be an unfortunate Eifedt of all our

Bravery and Policy, if we had either fought

or negotiated ourfelves out of our commercial
Characfter. Advantages of a merely political

Kind, will be always more or lefs pro!)lema-

tical ; their exa6t Value can hardly ever come
to be cftimated j and the political Syftem is it-

felf fubjedl to fuch Fluduation, that what at

one Time we may have fought with infinite

Eagernefs, and bought at an enormous Ex-
pence, by a Change, owing perhaps to the

Death or Depofition of a foreign Prince, to a

Love Intrigue, to perfonal Refentment, or

polTibly to mere Inconllancy and Caprice in

thofe who govern, may be rendered in a Mo-
ment inligniticant or ufelefs% and even fome-
times dangerout;. How was all Europe agitated,

B 2 aim oil:
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almoft within our own Memory, upon the

Bufinefs of a Barrier for the Dutch ? What
Volumes v.'ere wrote upon that Subjed:, which
no body now fo much as fpeak of? Holland

thought her very Being depended upon it;

Great Brkciin, with her ufual Warmth for all

her Allies, was ftill more earneft than the

Principal, and laboured this Work as the only

Means of preferving the Liberties and Inde-

pendence of Europe ; France omitted nothing

in her Power to prevent, to obftrudt, or to

fruftrate the Defign y and after all this mighty

Buftle, it would at this time be hard to fay,

whether HoIIandy Great Britain, or France,

concern themfelves ieafl about that Barrier,

which once fo intirely engrolTed the whole At"
tention of them all. In reality, in every po-

litical Queftion the Paffions are always more
or lefs engaged, our Decifions upon fuch

Queftions are of Confequence lefs to be relied

ppon ; let the Situation of Affairs change but

a little, and our Ideas change with them.

But there is no Situation in which Wealth
is not Strength, and in which Commerce is

not Weahh. If Commerce is our Objed:, we
know, and in all other Cafes we can at bell

only guefs, what we acquire. From the ge-

ne rd Nature therefore of fuch Advantages, as

well as from their Relation to our own more
particular Interefl, thefe fliould be Objeds ca-

pital, and Conditions indifpenfable in every

Sf.heme we form, every Conqueft we propofe,

and every Nco-otiation we en (^g ere in.

In
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In the Reign of Queen AmiCy the Whigs and

Tories mutually and juftly cenfured each other,

for that the one in the Treaty of Gej-truyden-

burgh^ amidft all the exorbitant Demands,
and the other at the Treaty of Utred\ amidffc

all their {l;iameful ConceiTions, took very little

Care to provide any commercial Advantages

for their Country, * while the one laboured to

protracft the War, and the other to precipitate

the Peace, folely for the Purpofes of Party.

At prefent it would be indeed lamentable, if

merely by miflaking our Intereft, when we
cannot be mifled by Party, we (liould fall into

the fame or a greater Error.

It

* ** Tour Com'/fiofis naturally inclirifd to hope, that they

*^ Jhould find Care had been taken offecur'ing fame particular

" Advantages to Britaii) on the Terms of afuture Peace, fuch
** as might afford a Profpecf of making the Nation amends in
*' time for their immenfe Tre.fure which hath been expended^
" and ihofe heavy Debts which have been contrao/ed in the

*' Courfe offo long and burthenjhne a JVar. This reafonable
*' ExpeHation could no way have been better anfiuered than by
*' fame Provifion made for the future Security,, arid the greater
*' Improvement of the Commerce of Great Britain." Rc-
prelentation of the Commons, Journals An. 17 ii, p.

122.
*' On this Rrprcfentation they vote the Perfons cincern'd in

" making the Treaties there referred to. Enemies to their Coun-
" try.

*' That he facrijiced the Commerce of Circat Britain to

** France, and particularly confented to their fithing at New-
" foundland. Art. 13. Impenchment of Lord Oxloid."
Without entering into the Juflice ot tnis Ciarge, bi-th

Parties bv ihcir mutual Accufntions have fuffici; ntly {hewn
in whatLI^^ht thi-y confidereii this grand Ohjcd.
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It is an Attempt full of Danger to projed: a

Chanse in thofe fundamental Maxims of Po-
licy, by which a Nation has been long fuftain-

ed, and by which flie has grown into Power. It

has been remarked, that States have often fuf-

fered terrible Falls, or at leaft: a very great and

fenlible Decline, which might be dated from
the Moment of their Arrival at fome very con-

fiderable Degree of Profperity. This Facfi,

which furnifhes to Declaimers no more than an

Obfervation of the Ficklenefs of Fortune, and

the Inftability of human Affairs, may fupply

the political Reafoner with Matter of very ufe-

ful Reflection. It is only in Time of great Prof-

perity, that Stales aie intirely Maflers of their

own Conduct, and in a Capacity of executing

new Schemes of Policy. An Error in thofe

Schemes becomes at that Time highly dan-

gerous; becaufe they have then Ability to pufli

their Error as far as it will go 3 and the Mif-

chief they bring upon themfelves, is propor-

tionable to the Strength which they abufe. An
erroneous Policy always precedes a declining

Power. The Moment of Profperity is there-

fore critical, and ought to be watched with the

ntmofh Diligence, and ufed with the greateffc

Circumfpe(ftion.

I think this Confideration, Vi'hich on another

Occafion might be too general, is at this Tim.e

next to necelTary. 1 have lately obferved that,

in feveral political Writings, which did not

want Admirers, a Svftem has been laid down,

Vv'hich if no contrary to our national Intereft, is

at
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at leaft contrary to all our former Ideas of it $

and what is more material, that Syftem feems

to have been admitted as the governing Prin-

ciple in the late Negotiation. I fhall there-

fore think the Time not loft, which is fpentin

examining this new Plan with Attention -, and

if I (hould be thought to dwell long upon it, or

to grow too minute, the Reader will be pleafed

to remember, that his Fatigue, whatever it

may be, is much lefs than mine; and, that we
are all deeply concerned in the Event.

In this Enquiry, I fhall confine myfelf to

thofe Matters of which I have been able to

furnifh myfelf with exadt Details. Without
thefe, all Reafoning concerning commercial

Queftions, how well foever intended or con-

dud:ed, will neceffarily be lax and inconcluiive.

Supported by thefe, it is of very little publick

Concern what may be the Character, the Views,

or even the Abilities of a political Writer. An
intelligent and difpaffionate Reader, when he is

furnifhed with the proper Fadts, may form a

a Syftem for himfelf. By his Temper and his

Sagacity, he may counteradt the Pafllons, and

fupply the Deficiencies of his Author; and
whilft he is enabled to corredl his Miftakes, he
will fometimes deduce from his Fadls a Chain
of Confequences, which may poffibly have ef-

caped the Writer, who originally fiirniflied him
with the Materials of Speculation. It is there-

fore of no Importance, to enquire what Preju-

dices may be entertained by the Publick, or by

any



t 8 ]

any private Perfon, againft, or in Favour of,

'

any of the Objects of this Negotiation. The
prefent Enquiry is not concerning Prejudices of

Opinions, but concerning Matters of Facft only 5

and on the Evidence of thefe, I propofe there-

fore to examine

I. What the Syflem of that Negotiation was

with Regard to our Commerce and our Colo-

nies in Afnerica.

II. To examine into the Strength or Weak*
nefs of the Principles upon which that Syflem.

was founded.

III. To touch upon the Motives which may
have induced us at that Time to adopt fuch

Principles.

I chufe to acquaint my Reader with the Me*
tliod I intend to purfue, becaufe being far from

any Intention of the fmalleft Deceit* or Sur^

prize on his Underftanding, this Order will bet*

ter enable him to watch and to deted; me, if I

fhould advance any thing falfe in Fa(5t or in-

concluiive in Argument.
The late Negotiation, fo far as it regarded

our Colonies and Commerce, was on our Side

condudled, 1 apprehend, on one iingle Idea,

viz. to fecure to ourfelves the PofTefiion of all

Canada. I fay, upon this fingle Idea, becaufe

from a careful Examination of the feveral Plans

delivered to the French Minifler it appears,

that even an Attempt was not made, to pro-

cure in America any other PolTeffion, or any

other Advantage whatfoever. Our Intereft,

> and
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and our Conquefts in the JVeJI-hidiest were
very little, if at all, regarded. On the Open-
ing of the Treaty, we agreed to * negotiate

away Guadaloupe and Marigalante ; and in the

Turns which that Treaty took, and in all the

different Schemes ofCommutation, which were
from Time to Time propofed, and they were
many and various, I do not find that it was for

a Moment the Idea to retain that Acquifition

we had made in the Weji-Indicsy which the

very Article that reftores it to France, denomi^
nates a fertile

||
and wealthy Ifiand ; and which

the very great Increafe of our Trade fince its

Reducftion, demonftrates not to have been at

all over- rated in thofe Epithets, however it

might be undervalued in the Exchange by
which it was to have been furrendered.

The Reader will not entertain any Doubt
that the Treaty was conduded on a Principle

wholly averfe to Wejl-lndian Acquifition, when
he recollects this very remarkable Fadt.

Early in the Negotiation, and as I may fay

at the Out-fet, we agreed to exchange
-f-
Gua-

daloupe for Minorca ; but during the Progrefs of

that Tranfadion Belleijle fell into our Hands.

* Hift. Mem. of theNes;. N^ 21. Art. 8. '* Hh Ma-
** jefly likcwij^ agrees to furrc^der to the mo;l Chrijhan King
** the cpuLni IJland cf Guadaloupe, ^vith that of Mariga-
»' lantc."

]! Hirt. Mem. of the Ne?. N' 27. Art. 6.

t N«' 17. Art. 3, 4. N"** 20. Art. 8.

C Here



[ 10 ]

Here was prefented a new Subjedl for Ex-
change : It was quite natural to barter one

'European Ifland for another , and it became'

the more natural, as the one was of no great

Advantage to England, nor the other to France;

and both were heavily expenfive to their refpec-

tive PoflefTors. Accordingly, we find that J
Exchange was propofed j but what is very fin-

gular, even at the Time of making that Propo^-

fa], it does not appear that any Advantage was

taken from this Circumftance, to retain the

lead: Particle of our Weji-Indian Conquefts.

The original Scheme of Compenfatlon was

changed j BelleiJIe was oifered (lb the French

underflood it, and they never were contradict-

ed) for Minorca 'y
but Guadaloupe, the old Equi-

valent, was, notwithftanding this new Projed:,

to have been farrendered ; though not in Ex-
change for Minorca, nor for any thing elfe that

I can difcover -, and therefore, without any
diftincft Compenfation at all. Yet here alfo a

Difficulty occurs ; for it is not very eafy to dif-

cover for what Realbn BelleiJle was taken, if

it was not to be admitted among the Equiva-
lents. The Expedition for the Reduction of
this liland was undertaken after the Com-
mencement of the Negotiation ; and the Place
could icarcely be deiired for any other Purpofe,
than to give us fomc Advantage in that Nego-
tiation ; and yet a very few Days after we had

taken

4- Pafre 66. Art. 6 and 7. of \W., Mem. of the N^ff.

ll
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taken Belleijle, its negotionable Value was efll-

mated at nothing; and in all Appearance we
fuftered it to be added to Guadaloupc^ in Com-
penlktion for an Object which had been before

offered us for Guadaloupe alone.

To flate this Dealing in a itw "Words ; we
firft offered them Belleyle, together with G:ia-

daloupe ; and at lad we gave them GurJaloupe,

together with Belleijle. There was no Varia-

tion at all in the Compenfations by the Diffe-

rence, or the Agreement of either of the Par-

ties to the Negotiation, with regard to this

Article. This will appear clearly to the Read-
er, if he compares the early Overtures of the

jpn'/z^ri' Mini lie r with the fubfequent Memorials.

For what Reafon I cannot judge, we feemed to

think thefe two Objects ofequal Value ; and in

different Ways at different Times we offered

each of them gratis to the French.

Thus we were not fatisfied with fimply pre-

ferring Minorca to Guadaloupe, but we rejet^ted

Guadaloupe abfblutely, and without any vifible

Advantage whatever ; a Preference and a Re-
jecflion, which could by no Poffibility have

arifen from any other Source than the Maxim
which appears to have then governed our Coun-
cils ; liz. that the Wcjl-lndies were a Part of
the World in which we ought to afpire at no-

thing.

The Stamp of this Maxim is impreffed on
every Part of the Treaty ; without having Re-
courfe to this Principle it is extremely difficult

C 2 to



[ "2 ]

to account for fome Parts of our Conduct,

which mufl: otherwife appear altogether irre-

gular and unfyfiematical.

Tlie Fate of Senegal and Goree became a .

principal Matter of Difpute in this Negotiation.

With Regard to thefe, we were to the lall:

Degree tenacious of our Acquifition. The
French would have been content with one of

thefe Objeds ; they agreed to cede the Ifle of

Gorce, without which Senegal v/ould always

have been at our Mercy *. At length however

they agreed to give up both Senega! 2inA Goree

y

but in order to render this Ceflion v/hich we
had fo much at Heart palatable to France^ we
contented to give them in return fome Douceurs

in the Slave Trade. It does not appear very

clearly from the Memorial what they were ;

.Acra and Anamabo were mentioned by the

French ; and they were not in Appearance re-

fufed on the Part of Fngland. Whatever was
the real Equivalent, this, however, is plain,

|:hat we thought Senegal and Goree very v/or-

thy of fome Conceffions, and of a great deal

of Negotiation.

Nov/ without recurring to the Maxim I

have juil mentioned, what colourable Reafon

can pollibly be affigned for our Condud: ? We
were not {o fond of Senegal -^ind Goree becaufe

they were a Security to our Colonies in North

-America* We did not feek them, to orive us

* Hift. Mem. of the Neg. i$july. Kcv. 17. Art. 7-
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& Superiority in the Mediterraneati, It mufl
be merely as commercial Objedts that we va-

lued them. We could pofTibly have no other

Motive. But were they, in a commercial View,
Objeds as confiderable as Guadaloupe F No
-one ever imagined it. I fhall fhew prefently

that the Trade of Guadaloupe is above leventeen

times more confiderable. What then could have

been put into the Scale of Senegal to turn the

Eallance in its Favour againft this immenfc
Difproportion : except the Refolution, however
it came to prevail, that we ought not to ex-

tend our Trade, or our Empire in the IVeJi^

Indies F

It is nccefHiry the Pvcader fliould be warned,

that the Queltion then was not, nor now is,

which fhould have the Preference in our Efli-

maticn, Guadaloupe or Ca?iaday the Weft-Indian,

or the North American Commerce -, that

Queftion was practically decided by the vo-

luntary unfollicited CefTion of the whole Coun-
try of Canada^ * by France herfelf.

Had it indeed been necellary, by the Sur-

render of the fertile liland of Guadaloupe, to

purchafe the vaft but unprofitable Forefts of

Canada, the Paflion at lead of boundlefs Em-
pire would have been flattered. There had

perhaps

* P^ge 32 of Hifl-. Mem. of the Ne<r. " Before a Me-
*i morial of Propofitiom was fcnt in Form to the Court of
" London, his A'Jajc/Iys Alinijler entrvjled to cotfer with
*' Mr. Stanley, authorifd him to write word, that France
«= ivould guaranty the Pojpjfion of Canada to England."
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perhaps been fomething magnificent in fuch a

Delufion. But from the Beginning there was

no mention of an Exchange of that Nature.

The firfl Overtures to the Treaty declare, '

that, not Guadaloupet but the Privilege of the

Fifliery at Newfoujidland, was the Compenfa-

tion for Canada ; and through the whole Ne-
gotiation, no particular Conlideration is fpeci-

lied as the Compenfation of Guadaloiipe on our

Side, but fingly the Reftitution of Minorca on
theirs

-f*.

When we had fatisfied our Views in North

America^ our whole Buiinefs in America feemed

to be confidered as over. We hurried to 'Eu-

rope, and to Africa-, our Thoughts being

wholly alienated from the V/eJl-hidian Com-
merce.

It will perhaps be objected againfl the Uni-

verfality of the Aflertion, that by Article the §
5tli of the French Memorial ofthe 15th oijuly

1761 ; as alfo in ours of
||
29th of the fame

Month, a Divifion of the four Illands called

Neutral, was provided ; and therefore we did

not fo intirely reje6t all Ideas of Acquiiition in

the Wejl-Indies. The Fad: I readily admit -,

but

f Page 27 of the Fr. Hlft. Mem. " Tlie Liberty of
*'

fijhing^ and the Shelter without Fortifications^ was the Com'
*' pe7ifation for the Cejfion of all Canada," The " Rejiitu-

" of the IJland of ^Wnorcd^ vjas certainly equivalent to the

*^ Cejfion of Guadaloupe and Marigalante."

§ Vide Pawe 29. of the Hift. Mem. of the Neg«

I!
N*^ 21. Art. 5. Hift. Mem. of the Neg.
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Ibut I am very far from admitting alfo the In-

ference; fori apprehend, the Dii'cuffion of this

Fadt will add new Strength to my AfTertion,

inftead of being in any Degree derogatory to

the Point which I intend to efl:abliO:i.

For I affirm, in this Partition of the neutral

Iflands, fuppoiing the intended Partition to

have been fair and equal in Point of Value
(which I fhall hereafter prove was by no Means
the Cafe) inilead of acquiring any thing by our

Superiority in the War, inllead of increaling

our Claims in Confequence of our Vidorics,

we adlually receded from thofe Claims, on
which we had always infifted, previous to thofe

Conquefts, and previous even to the War itfelf.

In all our Memorials * on this Subjed:, we con-
tended for the abfolute exclufive Right to the

neutral Illands, and in Confequence of this

Right, fo early I think as 1722, we attempted

a Settlemet in the only one which is valuable

amongft them, 6"/. Liicie ; and though we
tamely fuffered this Settlement to be dcflroyed,

we ftill kept our Prctenfions alive with all the

Vigour of which Negotiation is capable. And
what is very remarkable, our Right is no where
more clearly afferted than in that very Article,

in which we agreed to give away thefe Iflands. -f

But

_

* Vid. Memorials of the Englijh and Fremh Commlflii-
rics concerning St. Z,«aV. London, lys 5' Qy^fto.

i Vid. Hid. Mem. .of the Neg. p. ^y, 38. Art. 5. of
the Anfwrer ot tlie Britijh Court to the Memorial ot french
Prupufitions.

I
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But allowing the Pretenlions of Englan3
and France to thofe Illands had been equal in

the Ballance, yet the Divifion even then, and

allowing it to have been an equal Divifion, has

given us juft nothing. The Equality of the

Right has produced an equal Partition of the

contested Objevfl^ and each of the Litigants

has taken a Part, in Compenfatlon of his Pre*

teniions to the Whole : On this footing we
have only ended a Difpute, we cannot pretend

to fay we have made an Acquifition,

But if, as we have always undenlood, and

uniformly afferted, our exclufive Right to thofe,

Iflanc^s was clear, and indifputable; then we
are not only no Gainers, but we are even con-

{iderable Lofers by the Stipulation contained

in this Article ; and our immenfe Expences,

and brilliant Advantages in the Wejl-hidies^

have only afforded us an Opportunity of giving

up our new Acquifitions j and along with them
a conliderable Part of our old patrimonial

Rights. Either it was unjuft to have laid claim

to the neutral Iflands, if that Claim was not

well founded ; or, if we had the Right we pre-

tended to the Whole, it did not appear quite

reafonable, after a victorious War, to accept of

a Part only.

In North America we aimed to acquire a

great deal more than we originally pretended

to. In the Weft-Indies we gave up a confider-

able Part even of our oldell and moft valid

Claims.
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Claims. It is therefore evident, that our Con-
dud: with regard to the neutral Iflands, inftead

of being an Objedion to my Obfervations on
this Treaty, furniflies a new and irrefragable

Proof in fupport of them -, and indeed demon-
flrates, that inftead of aiming to extend, we
thought it rather our Intereft to contract our

Dominions in the TFeJl-Lidies ; and this natu-

rally conduds us to the fecond Point which I

propofe to examine :

Whether the general Syftem, which I have

fliewn to have prevailed in that Negotiation,

was founded on Reafon, and the real reciprocal

Intereft of Great Britain and her Colonies; and
whether the particular Objeds wc were to have

received in Compenfation, were equivalent to

the Ceffions by which they were to have been

purchafed.

I will even pufh this Enquiry further, and

endeavour to find out from an Inveiftigation of

decilive Fads, whether the whole Aggregate

of all the Advantages of every fort which we
were to have obtained by every other Article

of the Treaty, were not infinitely counter-

ballar.ced by what we loft in that fingle Ar-
ticle, by which we were to have furrendered

Guadaloupe. Th(Sfe are, I am fare, veryinte-

refting Difquifitions, and very worthy the molt
ferious Attcnrion.

And firft, with regard to the general Maxim
of rejeding or greatly undervaluing a Weft-In-
dian Acquifition, I hope I fliall make it ap-

pear to the Satisfadion of every unprejudiced

D Reader,
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Reader, that it was grounded on a Want of

,

due Attention to the Importance of the Weft-
Indian Colonies, in our Syltem of Commerce ;

and that it could never have prevailed, if vt^e

had made the leaft Enquiry into the Advan-
tages which the IVeJl-Indian Trade poflefTes,

either {(:A^yy or in a Degree very fuperior to any

other. To fay the Truth, I cannot help feel-

ing fome Surprize, that fuch Ignorance, with

fuch Means of Information, could poiTibly be-

come at all common in a commercial Nation

;

or that we fliould ourfelves miftake, or fuffer

others to milleadus fo exceffively with regard to

the relative Value of our North Ame7'ican and

I^VcJl 'Indian Poffeffions.

The fundamental Principle on which all

Ideas o^ Weft-Indian Acquiiition have been re-

jeded, is a Maxim, laid down by the Writer of

the Letter to two great Men, I'hat we had al~

ready Sugar Land eiiough. There is no Word
whatfoever of preater Latitude in the Con-o
flrud:ion, when it is referred to private Con-
cerns, than this Word enough. With regard

to the Publick, it is often contradted within

very reafonable Limits. Does it here' mean
that we have Sugar Land fufficient to fupply

the Home Confumption ? It is not ll;rid:ly true,

that we have enough for the Confumption of

all the BritiJJj Dominions. We know that in

Jreland Xh.^-^ ufe fome, and in North America a

very great Quantity of foreign Sugars, and

Syrups ; and we have Reafon to believe that

fome
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fome find their Way even into Kyigland. If he
means that we have enough for foreign Con-
fumption, furely he is by this Time at leall

informed, that before the War we had in a

Manner wholly loft the foreign Market for this

Commodity. And unlefs he, or fomebody for

him, will be pleafed to prove that the Sugar

Commerce is detrimental, or not very advan-

tageous to us, I conceive this AlTertion will be

altogether equivalent to a general Declaration,

that we have foreign Trade enough. A Decla-

ration, which however repugnant to Fadt, and
to the national Intereft, is altogether confiflent

with the Syftem laid down in that Letter.

A further necelTary Confequence of this

Maxim, of our having Sugar Land enough,
is, that France has not too much of it. Indeed,

if the Weji-lndian is a lofing Trade, it is very

agreeable to that Writer's Patriot Spirit, to

wifh the French as much of it as pollible.

However, though from very different Motives,

he agrees perfectly with France herfelf in

this Particular, She enjoys a conliderable Ter-
ritory in, and a moft extenfive Trade with the

Wejl-Indiesj of which flic is far from wi th-
ing any even the leafh Diminution. A little

before the breaking out of this War, from the

fingle Port of Boiirdeaux flie exported within

thirty-two Months mlf^c/i-lndiun Commodities
D 2 to
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to tlie Amount of 2.768,628/. * I am not

fond of advancing any thing, without the

Support of authenticated Vouchers ; but I am
certain, I rifque very Httle in faying, that the

Export from Beurdeaux, immenfe as it is, does

not amount to more than one Half of the

whole Export of France in Weji-Ljdian Com-
modities ; thofe who are acquainted with the

Trade of Marfcillcs, Nantes, and the other

principal Ports, will know that I fpeak very

moderately. The JVeii-Indies furniflied to

France therefore in the faid thirty- two Months
an exported Produce worth 5- 5 3 7*256 /. or

2.076,471/. a Year, all which was purchafed

by her Manufadures ; all which going to her

Credit in the Account of her general Trade,

was in fome Refped:s equal to, and in others,

fuperior in Value to fo much Treafure.

By what Lights the Writer, whofe dogmatic

Afiertion I am here confidering, is direded in

his Oninion concerninsr Commerce, I confefs

I know not j but for my Part, I have not even

a Conception of any one Article of Trade more
confiderable in its Extent, nor more valuable

in

* Account of Weft-Indian Produce, e?cported from Bourdeaux^

from "January 1750, lO Jugu/t 1 75 2-

Khds of Brown Sugar, | White Ditto.
J

Indigo. \h.

35,2.0.
I

65,215. j 1.624,20s.

Coffee. lb. j Cacoo. lb. j Annatto. j Hides.
I;.824,454. I

224,405. [251,598. 17,169.

The originalVouchers from the Cuftom-houfe of Botrrdeavxs

which authenticate the above Export, may be ieen at Mr.
Dcdjlef%.
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in its Nature, than this of France with her

Weft-Indian Colonies ; nor any Objed more
lit to roule our Jealoufy, and (where the Ac-
quifition can be rendered lawful) more proper

to excite our Defires. France is indeed fo

truely fenfible of its Value, and is fo far

from thinking fhe enjoys too much of this

Trade, that llie would fooner yield a thoufand

Miles in North America^ than one hundred

Acres in the Weft-Indies, We muft not fup-

pofe the French are as intirely ignorant of their

commercial Intereft, as we feem at prefent

elevated above the Conlideration of ours.

Whatever this Writer may imagine of our

Sufficiency in our Sugar Land, the ingenious

Advocate of his Syftem (the Author of the

Intereji of the Colonies) thinks otherwife, and
formally gives up this fundamental Principle of
the Scheme he defends. He declares that he
is * far from thinking we have Sugar Land

; enough, and for this he alligns very fulid \
Reafons. He admits the Weji-ludies to be ex-
tremely valuable, not only in our diredt Trade,

but alfo to that of North America, He Hates

the

* Vid. Int. of Col, p. 46. " / am far from thinking wt
** have Sugar Land enough.^''

f V^id. Int. oFCol. p. 46. " It is often faid we have
" Plenty cf Sugar Landjfill uncmpbyrd in Jamaica : but thofe
*' zvho arc "uvll a-qrjainted with that IJIand, know, that the rc~
*' fnalninii -la.ant Land in it is generallyfituated amcng Moun-
^' tainSy Rods and Gnllies, that tnak-: Carriage imprutlitablfy
** fo that no prefitable Vfe can be made ofity unlefi the Price of
.'* SugarsJhouldfo grtaJi'v increafe as to enable the Planters to

*' make very cxpenfive Koads^ h blowing up Roiks, treeing
*' Bridges^ U,:. ciery 2 cr 3CO Yards'*
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the Weft-Indian Trade to be at a Stand * 5 and

that the Scantinefs of our Sugar Plantations

will not fufFer it to extend
*f-.

Thefe Admiffions

appear extraordinary in a Piece •written with

a View to divert us from Wejl-Indian Acqui-

fition, and particularly to depreciate the Value

of Gua'^ahupe.

:
,

' .t Manner he attempts to explain this

comiixciCial Paradox, and to reconcile this ap-

parent Contradicftion, we fhall fee in its Place,

aad, i believe, not without fome Aftonifliment.

I havt; here only to obferve, that in what
I ihall have occafion to remark upon this

new Syfiem, I fliall all along attend to the

Writer laft mentioned ; becaufe of all thofe

who have written with a View to reverie

our Notions of the American Commerce, he
is clearly the ableft, the moft ingenious, the

mort: dexterous, and the mofl: perfe6tly ac-

quainted with the Force and Foible of the Ar-
gument ; and we may therefore conclude, that

he has faid every thing, and every thing in

the bed Manner, that the Caufc could bear.

But before I proceed to lay before the Reader

thofe Confiderations, which feem to me mofl

efficacious towards bringing us back to our origi-

nal, and, I imagine, jufl: Notions on this Subjed:,

I

* Vid. Inft. of Col. p. 35. " Our Trade to the Weft-In-
** d'ldi JJIa?ids is undoubtedly a valuable one \ but whatever is

" the Amoitnt of it, it has long been at a Stand."

t " Limited, as our Sugar Planters are by the Scantinefs

" of Territories.^ they cannot increofe much beyond their prefent

« Number."



[ 23 ]

I think it not amifs to ftate more particu-

larly what thele Notions were. By this flating

we fhall be enabled to difcern how very far

fome of our modern Politicians have deviated

from the Ideas of our Anceftors, whofe wife

Regulations and provident Policy have tranf-

mitted to us fo extenfive a Trade, and, on the

Bafis of that Trade, fo fubilantial a Power.

The Scheme of Policy purfued by our An-
ceftors with regard to our Commerce- and Co-
lonies is all comprehended and concentered in

the AB of Navigatic?i. This Law, which has

been juftly conlidered as the Magna Charta of
our Trade, carefully provides that every Article

of the then Produce of the Weft-Indies, and
of the Southern Provinces of North America^
fliould be exported to * Eftgland only. With
regard to the Northern Provinces of that fame
Continent, the KCt has appropriated X.o England

no

* The Commodities appropriated to the Mother Country
by the 12 Car. II. commonly called enumerated Commodi-
ties, are, Sugar, Tobacco, Cotton, Indigo, the dying
Woods, and Ginger ; Rice and MolafTes were added in the

Reign of Queen Annc\ and the Lcgiflator afterwards enter-

taining Hopes, that the Continent of North America might
be rendered ufeful, by the Trade of Naval Stores, appro-
priated to the Mother Country, all the Kinds of ^hofe

Stores, by fpccifying theni, together with I: /n. Copper Ore,
and Furs, among the enumerated Commouities; the Sou-
thern Provinces of this Continent only, have anfwered this

Expectation, in any tolerable Degree j' Carolina has produc-
ed fome, but not the beft, Pitch, Tar, and Turpentine ;

the other Kinds of Naval Stores fent hither from America,
are fcarce worth meiuioning. The n;rcat Trade of the

Northern Parts is ftill in Commodities, not enumerated,
and there is great Reafon to fcnr it will always continue fo.
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"no Part of their then Produce but Furs. Un-
der the Diredion of the Legiflator's Jealoufy

we may form a Judgment of the Tendency and

Strength of his AfFediions. He found in the

Produds of the Wcji-Indiesy and of the South-

ern continental Provinces, all the Conditions

ofa perfed: Colony I'rade, ift. The Produdts were

valuable, as well at the home as at the foreign

Market. 2dly. By a Poflibility of efteding a

total Obftrudion of their Communication with

Foreigners, every Part of the Benefit of the

Plantation Produce and Trade was fecured to

the Mother Nation. 3dly. The conftitutional

Dependence was unfliakeably eftabliflied by

this neceflary and only Intercourfe with Great

Britain, And laftly, which was the leading

Objed of the Ad in all its Regulations, the

Seamen employed in this Trade, being, pre-

vious to every out, and fubfequent to every

home. Voyage, necefiarily found in E?iglajid, the

Refources fought for our naval Power, were at

Home and in our own Power. Of this Trade

the Legiflator was therefore not only careful

'but jealous. As to the Northern Provinces,

it was vifible to him, that they could never

come diredly, nor without many Limitations,

under the commercial Ideas of Colonies, They
could not, except in a few Articles, trade with

£«^/^W diredly, and therefore mu ft often trade

with Foreigners. By this original and irre-

mediable Fault in the Nature of their Produce,

neither the trading nor the conft'tutionable

Dependence
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Dependence of thofe Provinces could be fo fo-

lidly and fo entirely, fecured. Their Shipping

and Seamen might grow numerous, and yet

add little to the Refources of the EngliJJ:> Navy.
They could at beil in a trad'mg Light be con-

fidered only as kalfCGlo7iies\ lince it was im-
pofiible to fubjed; them to thofe Regulations,

to which the Colonies of every European
Power arc obliged to fubmit, in order effectually

to anfwer the Purpofes for which Plantations

are eflablifhed ; the true Plantation Trade

forming the mofl: valuable Objecft of Commerce
to every Country which poiTefTes it. The AO:
thei-efore enterprifed but little for the Regu-
lation of their Trade : it was not encour-

aged, becaufe it interfered with our home
Trade : and it was not checked, becaufe that

Check would have been prejudicial to an in-

nocent People, and becaufe we derived fome
collateral Advantac^es from it.o
The Spirit, therefore, of the Adt of Navi-

gation was diredtly the reverfe of that, which
has influenced fome of our modern Politicians,

who have confidered the northern Provinces

on the Continent of America as the only Ob-
jed:s deferving Attention ; and have treated

with Negle(5t, and even Contempt, thofe Ob-
jeds, which our Anccftors have taken fuch

great, and almod exclufive Care, to provide

for, in the moll: leading and important of all

their commercial Laws.

I Ihall now proceed to lay before the Reader

fuch Confidcrations, as muft tend to bring us

E back
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back to our original, and, I imagine, true

Notions on this Subjedl.

Having thus fhewn the Maxims, on which '

we formerly condudied ourfelves in our com-
mercialPohcy, I iliall nowlay before the Reader

fome Confiderations tending to prove, that,

with regard to the Weji-Indian Trade, there is

no reafon at prefent to alter our Syftem.

The iirft Confideration which I propofe on

our V/eJi-Indian Commerce, is its Quantity

and Value, even in its bounded State before the

War.
The dircdl" Import of Great Britain alone

from the Wejl-Indics, in the Year 1759, a Year

fubjecfl to the LoiTes and Cafualties of War,
and excluiive of Gnadaloiipe. which was then

but juft conquered, amounted to no lefs than

1.833,6481. i6s. 8d. whereas the Import

from the great and populous northern Colonies

oi NeiD 'England^ New Tork, and Perifihaniay all

taken together, amounted but to 70,074!. 12 s.

3d. and the whole North Arnericaji Import

together amounted to little more than a Third

of the JFeJl-Indian.

The fecond Confideration relating to the

WeJi-IndianConivntvQty is its comprehenlive and

conne(^ive Nature : from the many Branches

of our Trade that depend upon, and center

in it.

' With regard to our Dominions in Europe,

there is fcarce an Article of Britifi Produce

which is not largely confamed in the Weji^

Indies ; and there is not in the Wejt-Indies any

other Source of internal or external Supply,

than
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than from Great Britam and her Golonies.

Other Nations, nay, our other Colonics trade

with us, and with one another lor Conve-
niency at bell: ; the Trade of the Wejl-Indks

with Great Britain is ncceflary to them, ne-

celTary as their Exiftence : and they neitlier

have, nor polTibly can have an Interefi: either

in the leaft dilTiind: from, or in the leail: in-

terfering v^ith ours.

The Benefit of the Weji-hidia Trade to our

"European Dominions is not confined to Great

Britain. Our Ifland Colonies, and they alone,

take off a large Quantity of Provifions from
Ireland y a Confideration of no trivial Confe-

quence, not only from the Connection of In-

terefi by which that Trade binds together the

feveral Parts of our Empire, but alfo becaufe,

whatever Provifions go to our own Colonies

are fo much taken from the Markets of our

moft dangerous Rivals, and mofi: determined

Enemies.

A third Confideration, and a very weighty

one, Is, that almolt the whole of that exten-

five and lucrative Trade, which we carry on
with the Coaft of AJrica, is maintained by,

and mufi: be put to the Account of the Weji-

hidiesy becaufe \k\^.Wiji-India Illands form the

great Markets for Negroe Slaves.

The Trade to Afric-a is of the very beft

Kind. It is for the greateft Part fed with

our own Manuiadures ; our Fire Arms, our

Ammunition, our Utenfils, our Stuff's, and our

Spirits, of all which we exported in the Year
J 76 1 to the Value of 254,381 I. iis. 5d. What

E 2 remaiiiS
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remains of the AfTortment for that Market is

CDmpofed entirely of Eajl-Indian Goods, of

which in the fame Year it took off 78,576!. ,

iSs. 6d.

Thus the Wejl-Ijidies fuftain, not only

a large Share of the dire6l EngliJJ: Trade, but

alfo contribute very confiderably to the Sup-

port of that mighty Pillar of our national Com-
merce and Credit, the Ea/l-Lidia Company.
1 muft beg leave to repeat it, and to fix it in

the Reader's Memory, that the Africa?! Trade
centers in, and is fupportcd by the Wejl-Indies -y

and that this Trade, with its confequential Ad-
vantages, is the principal Dependence of the

two after hondouj the greateft and moft flou-

rifhing trading Cities in Great Britairii Brijlol

and Liverpool.

There is another Confideration relative to

this Trade, flill more important in itfelf, and
more ellential m the prefent Examination, bc-

caufe it will point out to us how ill we confult

the Intereft of North America herfelf, either

relatively to her own particular Profperit,y, or

to her Intercourfe with us, when we happen,

as I conceive we have in this Treaty, to ne-

glect the Wejl-hidiaii Commerce.
For feveral of the moft confiderable Com-

modities of North Ardcricay particularly of the

moft northern Parts, their Plank, their Lum-
ber, their Staves, their Provilion, there exifts

no other Market whatever, than the Wejl-

Indian lilands ; for their Corn and their Fifti,

it is the neareft and beft they can find. It

will be necefiary further to obferve, that thefe

Commodities,
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Commodities, being grofs and bulky, employ
a very great Number of VefTels; and thefe

Veffels again are not only the Carriers of their

Commodities, but are alfo themfelves a Com-
modity of great Confideration, and form one
of the moft lucrative Branches of the North
American Trade. In a Word, it is by Means
of the Weji-Indian Trade that a great Part of

North America is at all enabled to trade v^ith

us, for they principally pay the Ballance due to

Great Britain, which otherv^^ife they could

never pay, out of this Fu»d ; either in Cafh,

or m Bills drawn by the WeJl-Indian Mer-
chant on London) or in the Return of Weji-

liidian Produce on their own Account ; for the

Ballance in this Trade is always confiderably

in their Favour.

That this Confideration, and the Inference

drawn from it, is not pufhed too far to ferve a

prefent Purpofe in Argument, I fliall evince,

by fhewing that the fame Confideration was
made, and the fame Confequence inferred, many
Years fince, by a very able Writer on Trade,
and long before this Controverfy exifted. " As

our northern Colonies, fays this judicious

Writer, anfwer their Returns to Great

Britoiuy by Means chiefly of our Sugar

Illands, it ilicws plainly how much it be-

hoves us to fccure and preferve, increafc and
encourage, the Sugar Illands ; for without

our fouthern Plantations, our northern Co-
lonies can be of no real Advantage to us,

fince what they at prefent are mufl- ceafe

'' on
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** on the Decay, or Lofs of the Sugar Illands,

<* from whence their Value to Great Britain

*' chiefly arifes, and for Want of which they
'* would be otherwife prejudicial Colonies to

*' their Mother-country */'

So that in Reality the Trade of thefe North

American Provinces, when ftated in its true

Light, is, as well as that of Africa, to be re-

garded but as a dependent Member, and fub-

ordinate Department of the Weft-Indian Trade;

it muft rife and fall exactly as the Weft-Indies

iiourifli or decay.

I hope I cannot be fo far mifunderflood, as

if I meant to deny the Importance of our

continental Colonies ; I am, on the contrary,

extremely feniible of their Value, and affedled

with an unfeigned Zeal for their Proiperity;

but I fhould be forry it were found to be a

Zeal without Knowledge. I know that the

Infular and Continental Colonies oi America,

are reciprocally beneficial to each other ; but

the Benefit, though reciprocal, is not equal.

The Weft-Indies might be fupplied diredly

from Engla?id, with molf of the Articles which

come from our northern Plantations, though, I

admit, neither quite fo cheap, nor with fo much
Convenience. I might add, that from the very

improved State of Agriculture and Pafturage

in our European Dominions, our Sugar Co-
lonies v/ould fuffer much lefs from a Deficiency

in North America, than thole of France, to

whofe Profperity t\\Q Trade with the Englijh

northern

* Vide Survey of Trade, publiflicd in 17 18, Page 149.
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northern Colonies is more necelTary by fa-

than it is to the Englijh Weft'Indies ; which
might flourish, though the northern Eftablifh-

ments did not exift. On the other hand it is

certain, if the ^e/i - India Market was
taken away, thefe northern Colonies muft of
Neceffity lofe more than Three-fourths of

their whole Trade -, and a Trade of the more
Importance to them, and to the Welfare of the

Mother-countryj the Ballance being, as I think

I have before obferved, very greatly, and very

uniformly, in their Favour. It is not to depre-

ciate the North American Trade, that I have

made thefe Obfervations, but merely to fet it

in its proper Place in our commercial Syftem

;

for a Conlideration of Things out of their due
Order, is often vvorfe than no Confideration of

them at all.

The Wcfl - India being the great direB

Trade, and that, through which the Bal-

lance of all is paid to England -y that Trade, of

which our Anceftors in the A£t of Naviga-
tion, the Parent of all our Trade, fhewed
fuch extreme Jealoufy, and of which alone

they fliewed any Jealoufy, muft in Reafon be
confidered as the primary Objeft in the Syftem
of our Colonies. Thofe fubordinate Syftems

of Commerce, which exift by adminiftring to

the Support of that primary Trade, as thofe

of Africa and North America^ muft always be
confidered in a fccondarv Light, and as they

are connedled to that of the IVcJl-Indics^ in

whofe Orbit they muft move : and nothing

can be fo capitally and prepofterouily abfurd,

as
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as to form Schemes for the Extenfion of our

Dominions in North America and Africa^ on

a Plan exclufive of the Weft-Indies. It woul^

be almoft as rational to think of fattening a

Beaft, after you had fewed up his Mouth.
I mufl further obferve on the relative Va-

lue, to Great Britain^ of our Weft-hidian and

northern Colonies, that the Duties im-

pofed on Sugar form no contemptible Object

in our Revenue. No one Commodity of

North America J
except Tobacco (and that is

the Growth of only Virginia and Maryland)

is in the leaft fubfervient, either there or here,

to our Expences, and to the Support of the

general Interefl.

But befides the Duties which the Wejl-Indian

Produce pays in Great Britain, there is alio

a BritiJJj Duty paid in the Weft-Indies. I fpeak

here of the Four and a Half per Cent. Duty,

paid on the Spot by all Commodities of the

Growth of the Lejer Antilles. From this Duty
near forty thoufand Pounds a Year comes into

the Treafury. This is a diredt Tribute which
the Weft-Indies pay to us for our Protection

.

None of our northern continental Colonies pay

any thing of this Sort; and feme of them,

after immenfe and almoft incredible Sums ex-

pended on them, are ftiil burthenfome.

Before I clofe this Article, 1 think it not

amifs to remark upon an Extradt from the

Cujlom-houfe Entries, cited in the Poflfcript

to the Pamphlet I have already fo often men-
tioned, which was wrote purely with a View to

depreciate our Weji-Indian Iflands, and to

3 exaggerate
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exaggerate the Importance of North America^

in a Light independent of the Wcfl-Lidies.

We there find * the Export to the WeH^
Indies in the Year 1758, to have been but

^77->Sl^ 1. 19 s. n d. whereas that, to North
America^ amounted to 1.832,948!. 13 s. 10 d.

In order to difcover the extreme Fallacy of
this Proceeding, you muft obferve that, while

he difplays the Britifi Export to North
America^ and to the Wejl-Jndies^ he takes due
Care intlrely to fink the Import, that is to fay,

the Returns to Great Britain from both. He
fhews you indeed where the BritiJJj Goods go

;

but he neither (licws you from whence, nor

by what Means, they are paid for. The Au-
thor is, to do him juftice, too knowing in his

Subjed: to have made thisOmiffion through In-

advertency. It is eafily accounted for.

If he had given a fair State of our Exports

to, and Imports from North America and the

Wcjl- Indies rcfpedively, the Account would
have ftood thus

:

1.

Exports 1
lo North S-I.S32,

America, j
)rtsl

:"\

d.

948 13 ic

I. s. d.

Imports
from Isorth

America
648,683 O 4

of Imports,
I

being aBal- i

lancetlueto > I.i84>365

Great Bri- I

tain from I

N. America^ "^

.
* Vide Int. of Ccl.

13 6

Imports

from tlie

Weft-Indies,

Exports to

the Weft-

IndUs,

Excefsoflm-

ports, being

a Ballancc

due. from
GreatBritain

to the JVe/t

hidies.

Page 57.

F

1.8341036 2 3

877,571 19 II

956,464 2 3

And
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And from fuch a fair State of thofe Trades

two Things mufb have appeared ; firft, that?

the Returns made by North America to Great

'Britain are exceffively inferior to what North

America receives from hence, w^hereby a

BallanceJiands againji North America of no lefs

than 1.184,265/. 135. t d. And as we know
that North America contains no Mines of Gold
or Silver, the Reader muft naturally have in-

quired by what Means this Ballance was made
up to Great Britain ; and this Enquiry would
have led his Attention to the WeJi-IndianTi^idt-y

the fair State of which would have difcovered

the fecond Thing, 'viz. that contrary to the

Cafe of North America^ the Returns made by
the Weji-Indies to Great Britain are exceffively

fuperior to what the JVeft-Lzdies receive from
hence, whereby a BallanceJiands for the Wefl
LidieSy of noiefs than 956,464 /. 2s. ^d. Now as

it is well known that we never fend Treafure to

the JVeJi-hidies to make up this Ballance (on the

contrary we receive a great deal from thence)

it would as naturally be afked how this Over-

plus on the Side of the IFtJl-hidies was anfwer-

ed and ballancedon the Side oi Great Britain;

and this, upon Examination, would appear to

have been done by three Ways.
Firjiy By our Weft-Indies taking upon them-

felves the Payment of a very large Part of that

exceffive North American Deficiencv, a Fadt that

would clearly have (hewn the Dependence of

North America on that Trade, without which
our North American Colonies could never pay

3 ^or>
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for, norconfequently takeofF,ourManufa6lures.

Secondly, In paying for almoft the whole

African Trade, by which their Importance in

anotherLight would have become evident. And,
thirdly y In the very great Sums fpent by the

Weji 'Indian Planters refident in Rngland-y

whereas we derive fcarce any Advantage of that

Kind, none I am fure that is worth men-
tioning, from any of the continental Plantations

to the Northward.
All this, I fay, would have appeared from

a fair and ballanced State of the Exporcs to,

and Imports from, North America and the Weft-
Indies ; and this,inftead of lowering, would have

raifed the vaft Importance of the Wejl- India

Plantations. Whereas, from the imperfe<5l, and
therefore fallaciousState of it, given by thatWri-

ter, an inattentive, uninformed Reader might
be apt to imagine, that Grr^^/jBr//^/;? had no other
Advantage from the WeJl-IndieSy than fimply

whatarofefromherExportsthither; than which
Suppofition nothing can be more groundlefs.

This Writer goes flill further j and, as it were
in Triumph, proceeds to Oievv how fmall the

proportional Increafe of the Weji-lndia Trade
has been to that of North America. This is,

I believe, very lamentably true ; but after what
has been faid, the Reader, I imagine, will

of himfelf draw a Conclufion from it dia-

metrically oppofite to that Gentleman's W^ifli-

es *. Pie will fee (for even that Gentleman
F 2 will

* Vid. Int. of Col. p. 35,
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will Inform him) that our Weft-hidia Trade
has been cramped merelyfor Want oj Lcmd, anA

not for Want of Market. Whereas the North

American Trade has extended, becaufe it had
Land fufficient to bear fuch an Extent for

Ages to come, and becaufe it found a

Market, not indeed in the ^nglijh^ but in the

Fretich Sugar ColonieSy which had alfo increafed

abundantly, becaufe they (the French) had
Land in Abundance, in the Wefi-lndies, Com-
mon Senfe would didate to us the Scheme of

Acquidtion where we wanted,not where we did

not want ; and the fame plain Guide would
dircdt us to prefer that Plan, which, by the

Operation of one fmgle Principle, muft extend

our Trade where it was limited, and red:ify it,

where it was wrong diredled. Acquitition in

the JVeJi'Indies muft increafe our limited and

decaying Sugar Trade, and at the fame time

recall our, extenfive indeed, but erring Trade of

North America^ from French to £;?^///Z' Markets.

This iingle Consideration might feem fuffi-

cient to enforce the Propriety, I had almoft

faid Neceffity, of making Acquifltions in the

Weji- Indies even in Preference, had that been

the Difpute, as it was not, to continental Acqui-

sitions J but there is another Confideration re-

fulting from the fameFad:,which in myOpinion
is flill more cogent.

This Author has fhewn, that our Export to

xht JVeJi'Indies, is greatly inferior to our Ex-
port to the northern Colonies. But he has,

perhaps.
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perhaps, more artfully,than ingenuouflvj omitted

the Proportion of the Inhabitants, who call for

thefe Exports. In all the Briiifh Iflands it will

be difficult to raife the Whites to 90,000

;

Now if in the Year 1758, thefe 90,000 con-

fumed 877,5711. 19s. I id. and the Inhabitants

oi North America, who exceed a Million and an

half, took off, according to his own flatingof the

Queftion, but 1.832,9481. 13 s. lod. it appears

at a Glance that one Man in the Wefl-lndiei is

worth to the Trade of the Mother Country

as much as eight are worth in North America

y

which fhews how much more valuable the

Trade of the Wejl-Indies is, than the Trade
of North America, in Proportion to the

Number of Inhabitants ; and if we were
to take in the Extent of Territory, we
fhould be loft in the Difproportion. From
thefe Fads, furniflied by that Author for a di-

re<ft contrary Purpofe, we muft neceflarily in-

fer it to be our Intereft, not indeed to contrail,

or in any- wife negledl our continental Polfef-

fions, but to attend to the Increafe of thofe

between the Tropicks, as the primary and

leading Objed: of our Policy.

To return, I have fhewn that the Wefl-

Indian Trade is almoft the fole Support of the

African ; the principal Support of the North

American 3 a moft beneficial Market for the

Eaft-Indian ; and a very great Confumer of

our Home Commodities. Can any thing more
irrefiftibly dired: us where we are bound, if

our
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our national Intereft conftitutes our political

Obligations, to acquire and to keep ? efpecially

when we take into our Confideration a Matter,

in my Opinion, abfolutely decifive in this Con-
troverfy, that, in North America^ we had Land
without Bounds, and a very contracted Mar-
ket, and that, with Regard to the Wefl-lndieSy

we had a Market without Limits, and Means
of fupplying it altogether difproportioned.

The Reader will not forget that the Foun^
dation of the Treaty was an uti pqffidetis. The
French admitted our PolTeffion for a Right,

they did not even defire any Reflitution for

which they did not profefs to pay a full and
jufl Equivalent 5 France left the Valuation of

the Equivalent to ourfelves. If any Offer of

theirs appeared unequal to what they afked

in Return, we were left at Liberty to retain our

Poffeliion, for the Barter was only to take

place on a Suppofition of mutual Conveniency.

This was admitted to be the governing Prin-

ciple of all the Exchanges and Equivalents

propofcd in that Treaty.

Now, whether Minorca can be confidered

as a full and jufl: Equivalent for Giiadaloupe^

which was to have been ceded in Exchange for it

by that Treaty, is what I propofe to examine

;

and this I fliall do by ilating, to the utmoft

of my Knowledge, and the beft of my Judg-
ment, the Advantages of both.

The Advantages of Minorca were either

political or commercial* The political Advan-
tages, which we were faid to derive from that

Ifland,



t 39 1

Ifland, were, that by the PofTeffion of the for-

tified Harbour of Mahofi, we awed the pyrati-

cal States of Barbary j that we made ourlelves

refpedable to the Italian Powers ; and that wc
were better able in Times of War to fupport

the Operations of our AUies, and diftrefs the

Mediterranean Trade of the Enemy.
Thefe Advantages were undoubtedly in

fome Degree real, and in fome Degree im-
portant. Let them ftand at their full Value

;

but at the fame Time let it be remembered,
that at the very Beginning of this War, wc
loft Minorca; and that by this Lofs, from that

Time to this r\Ioment, now near Hx Years,

we have fcarce felt the leaft Prejudice in any
of the above-mentioned Inftances. We ftiil

awed the African States, we ftill preferved the

Refpedl of the Italian Powers, and we abun-
dantly damaged the Enemy's Trade ; the
Pofleflion of Gibraltar proved fully fufficient

for all thefe Purpofes.

The commercial Advantages of Minorca are

very eafily enumerated ; they confiftcd in one
fingle, and that no very confiderable. Article,

The Minorqiiins fent hither the Value of about
5®o/. annually of an ordinary and little efteem-
ed Wine. This was the whole of the Com-
merce they carried on with Great Britain,

except that in return they took fome few of
our Manufactures, but not to half the Value
of the Money which we ourfelves had before

fent thither, to pay our Garrifon.

Againfl
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Againft this refpcdlable Return, it will bd

necefiary to ballance the Expence of keeping

the Obje(ft of fo deiirable a Commerce. In the

Year 1753, a Time of profound Peace, it ap-

pears by the publick Accounts, that the military

Eftablifhment of this Ifland coffc the Nation

74,2931. The civil Government had v^^holly

fwallowed up its ov^rn little Revenue. In the

Year 1742, a Year ofWar, the Expence arofe to

84,2311. I only flate the current Expence;
the immenfe Sums from Time to Time ex-

pended on the Fortifications are totally omitted.

From this Idea of the Value of Minorca, we
may in Fart eftimate the Dam^age we fuftained

by the Lofs, and the Solicitude we ought

to fhew for the Recovery, of this Pofleflion.

By loiing Minorca, we loft 500 1. per Amjwn
in our grofs Trade, and we acquired to the

Revenue at the loweft Rate 74,2931. The
political Advantages of Minorca are in a great

meafure, if not entirely, fupplied by Gibraltar-,

and in the commercial Light, the Lofs of that

Ifland has been an annual Saving to the Nation

of the Intereft of above two Millions of our

national Debt.

Let us fuppofe, that by this Treaty we were

to have made no Sacrifices at all, in Return

for this Ifland ; but that the French had freely

agreed to furrender Minorca without any Com*-

penfation J may it not be Matter of fome Doubt,

whether, even in that Cafe, it would have been

very clearly, or at leaft very materially, our In-

tereft to accept their Offer. In whatfoever Man-
ner this Doubt may be refolved, I am confident

it;
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it would be the Intereft of France, rather to

give it up for nothing, than to continue at

the Expence of an Incunribrance, without Dig-
nit);' or Profit, and v/hich can add nothing what-
foever to their Commerce, their Strength, or

their Reputation.

But they were fenfible of our Foible, they

were not fo difinterefted as to part even with an

Incumbrance, without obliging us to pay an

high Price for it ; but they took care, how-
ever, not to imitate our Condud, when an

Objed: of the like Kind came to be offered

on our Side, and to be valued by them.
Though we had the Generofity to pur-

chafe an Incumbrance from them, they re-

fufed in their Turn to di{l)urthen us at their

own Charge, and they declared that they knew
5f/A'///c7 could be of no Ufe * to us, and they

dealt accordingly ; they left us BcUeiJJey they

would bid nothing for it, and having X refufed

to fct any Value upon it, they compelled us

to admit the Infignificance of that PoffefTion,

by our yielding it without any Compcnfation
whatfoever.

They were, on the other Side, too wife not

to make an Advantage of our Prcdiledion.

They affe(5ted to ruife Minorca toConfideration,

G by

* VId. Hift. Mem. of the Neg. P. 27. " France thought
*' the keeping o/' Helliefle ivould be more cxfevfive than profitable
*' to England."

t Vid. Hif}. Mem. of the Nejr. N^ 22. Art. 6. " //

" fcems as if England cff'crtJ Tklleiflc for Minorca, as
*' Yvcxnce does not allow the Importance cfi\c\\c.'\(i<i^ the two
^* Courts will retain their fsveral Opinions, I ny;land Jlsali

" maintain her Cer^tay}, and Y\.7.i\'iQ. p\:\lhz-ji Minorca."
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by the Price they demanded for it, and requi-

red for one of the word Iflands in Europe^ two
as well circurnftanced for Trade, as any in the

Wffi'Indies.

To fet the Propriety of this Exchange in its

full Light, I fliall take a very (hort, but I

hope, a very fatisfaftory Method. I fhall be-

gin with laying before the Reader a naked

Fad:, a Table of the Value of the Commo-
dities imported in one Year from Guadaloupe

into Ejigland. On this I {hall afterwards make
a few explanatory Remarks.

Produce ij/" Guadaloupe at the Englifli Market^ from Chr'ijl-

mas 1760, to Chrijlmai I'-^ti, at the prime Coji.

Value.

Commodities /. s. d.

Cocoa Nuts —— .
ii»497 o o

Coffee 66,261 16 3
CafiiaFiftuIa . . _ 3jIco 8 o
Tamarinds , 17 5 o
Dry Ginger . ——. 2,713 19 o
Sugar 405,022 4 o
Cow Hides . . . . 508 4 o
Indigo ' . 462 18 o
Cordial Waters ,„ 27 o o
Rum 775 o o
Succades -

, 9"^ 'i^^ 6
Cotton "' - • 112,792 10 o

603,269 3 9

The Importance of this Ifland is not, like

that of fome otherof our Poileilions, a Subjed:

of political Pveaibnings, and a Topic of idle

Speculation. Here is a commercial Objed of
above 600,OCQ 1. yearly Value. It would be as

ridiculous, as unjuft, to accufe the Writer of
a partial Attachment to^ or a fond Preference

01
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of, this ObjeifV, fince the Greatnefs of it is no
longer a Matter of Opinion, but of Account,

and of an Account too moll moderately ftated,

fince it does not take in the whole Value of

that Ifland, but of its Exports to E?igland onXy,

as that alone could hitherto be exa(5tly afcer-

tained.

But I mufi: inform the Reader, ifl. That
the two principal Ports of Scotland, Glafgow
and Leithy have carried on a very confiderable

Trade with this Ifland.

2dly. That the Inhabitants of Guadaloiipe

continue to carry on a greater Trade, than any
E7iglijh Ifland does, with North America^

where they difpofe of their Molafl[es, as they

have not as yet fallen into the Method of
making Rum, which the Policy o^ Fra?ice did

not fuffer her Iflands to make, left that Spirit

fliould interfere with the Brandies of France ^

but certainly this will be a very confiderable

Article of Export from Guadaloupe to Great

Britain, if we retain that Ifland.

3dly. In this Year the Enemy took a
great Number of Ships, and fome very valu-

able ones, coming from Guadaloupe to Fng^
land. I am fure it will be a very moderate
Computation to fl:ate them at no more than

50,0001. Whatever the Value of them might
have been, tlie Reader mufl fee that there is

jufl: fo much Lot's to the Table I have given

above of the Exports of Guadaloupe to Eng-
land.

Thefc three Articles, though it i;? impoflible

G 2 to
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to afcertain their juft Extent, are yet necefTa-

rily to be taken into the Account of the Value

of Guadaloupe, They are as much Fads,

though not accurately defined, as any one Ar-

ticle ftated in the Account itfelf.

In every Argument concerning the Com-
merce of the Wejl-lndies^ it is common to

lay the principal Strefs upon the Sugar Pro-

duce. It is certainly relied on with great Re-
fon, becaufe being a grqfs Commodity, it in-

creafes our Tonnage : Being low in its original

Price, it becomes a proper Bafis for heavy Du-
ties, and being of very large Demand, mud
have a proportionable EfFed: in the general

Ballance of Trade. But this I apprehend is not

much difputed. The Importance of this Ar-

ticle is indeed fo highly rated, that our Wejl-

/W/^;2 Plantations are, in commonAcceptation,

confidered m.erely as Sugar Iflands ; the Advo-

cates for an Extent of Territory, in that Part

of the World, have hitherto dwelt aim oft

wholly upon the Benefit of fupplying fo-

reign Markets with this Commodity.

But without derogating at all from the

Value of this rich Prcdudion, there is another

Article, the Produce of the Weft-Indies in ge-

neral, 'SiVidi o'i Giiadaloupe in particular, which

I think not inferior even to Sugar (pofllbly it

may be of ftill greater commercial Confe-

qucnce) and to which 1 therefore wifn more
immediately to dired: the Reader's Attention. I

mean Cotton ; of which we fee Guadaloupc fent

us laft Year to the Value of 1 12,792!. los.

Our
"3
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Oar Manufadures employ annually about

13,000 Bags of this Commodity. Before the

Acquifition of Guadaloupe, our own Colonies

did by no Means anfwer our Demands ; our

great Supply came from the Levant. For the

greateft Part therefore of all the Cotton we
ufed, we depended upon Strangers j wl de-

pended upon a Country fo frequently infefted

with the Plague, that nothing could be more
precarious than the Supply : we depended upon

a Country too, to which we fcnt but a fmall

Proportion of our Manufadlures, and a vaft

Ballance in rqady Money.
Thefe Difadvantages in the Supply of Cotton

from the Levant, deferve our moft ferious At-

tention, as they ftrike fometimes at the very

Being of a confiderable Manufadture, and at all

times keep it in a precarious and dependent

Sratc ; for as often as the Crops in the Eaft liap-

pened to fail, as they frequently did, we have in

that Cafe before this War, been always fupplied

from the French Wcjt-Indian Iflands through

the Hands of the Dutch ^ who. as they fupplied

the Market, fo of Confequence they regulated

the Price, and allowed the Cotton to us only at

fuch an advanced Rate, as made it impollible

for us to carry our Manufad:ures to Market on

equal Terms with themfelves, and much Icfs

with the French.

The Report of the Houfe of Commons up-

on the Application oi thofe concerned in the

Cotton and Linnen ManufatTture, about twelve

Years ago, throws a great Light upon this

SubjeiTt,

The
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The Report fets forth, that a great Part of

the Manufa(5lures of Lanca/hire, are com-
pofed of Cotton and of Linnen Yarn, and that

the Dutch and French have the Linnen Yarn at

a much cheaper Rate than our Englijh Manu-
fadlurers. Now it is certain, that nothing but

the low Price of Cotton can enable us to afford

fo high a Price for Linnen Yarn ; for if we mufl

pay an high Price for each of the two o?ily Ma-
terials which compofe thisManufafture, it is im-

poflible for us to go to Market with either the

Cotton or the mixed Commodity on a Par

with thofe who command the Materials of

both at their own Price. This is no Speculation,

we know from Experience what we acftually

have fuffered by this Defed: in our Colonies.

About twelve Years ago, on account of a

Plague in the Levant, our Import of Cotton

from thence became altogether infufficient to

anfwcr our Demands ; our own IVcft-Indies

could by no Means make up the Deficiency.

In this our Emergency, the Dutch, as appears

from the Report of that Committee, befbrred

themfelves with fuch Activity, Boldnefs, and

Succefs, as to threaten the Deftrudion of all

our Manufactures which depended on Cotton.

A like Failure happened in the Crops of

the Levant in 1760. We did not that Year im-

port above 1,900 Bags from the Levant, from

whence in fome Years we imported 10,000; but

was theConfeqaence the fame lail Year as in the

fameCircumftancesit had been tvv'elve Years be-

fore r far from it: Giiadaloupe in this Emergency
threvv'5,oi3Bags of Cotton into our Scale,which

was
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was then on thePoint ofkickingtheBeamjand out
Manufadures have uninterruptedly proceeded.

The Schemes of Monopoly formed hyihc Dutch
were baffled, though they had in theYear 1761
ten times their former Advantages, and were not

under theNecefii:) as formerly in J armed VefTels

to force a Trade with the French, who, in-

ftead of oppofing them, now invited them to

their Market. Guadaloupe then, I fay, broke
the Meafures of the Dutch, and in this very

laft Year refcued a coniiderable Manufadure
from impending Ruin. In that Year Gz^j'd^-

loiipe produced 5000 Bags, which is double

the Qiiantity of Cotton which Jamaica, the

greateft and richeft of our Iflands, ever

produced in one Year. That wealthy ?.nd

liourilhing Ifland fent home in that Year but

2125 Bags, not half ihe Produce of Guada-
loupe

J
and by Retrofpedt for feveral Years to

the Produce of Jaffiaica, it is evident that the

Cotton Produce of that Ifland rather declines

than increafes j a Circumflance which feems,

I think, plainly to mark in that liland fome
natural

;J:Vidcp, 21. of the Report from the Committee re-

lating to the chequered and ftriped Linnens in the Year
1 751, there is this Extract from a Letter from Aiitigua.

Antigua^ Feb. if, 175C-1.
*' Governor Heyh'ger has already evga^td the greater Part

*' oj^ what Cotton is made in the Danifli ijlands, Santa Cruz,
** bt. John's, St. Thomas, hcfides the vaj} ^aniities
*' of that Ccmir.cdity he daily imports at St. Eulbtia/zcT^ the
** French Iflands m three large Sloops of his, that free a
*' Trade xvith thellnhaiitanis of the French IJlcmdi.—He is

" at this Expend to come at Cotton"
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natural or political Unfitnefs for this Produc-

tion ; whereas the Growth of Cotton in Gua-
daloiipe continually increafes ; and I may ven-

ture to aliert, that there is an high Pro-

bability if kept in our Hands, that this

-Article, as well as every other, will at lead

double, fmce not a Third of the Land conveni-

ent to Ports and capable of Cultivation is yet

cleared, and fcarce any is fully flaved.

In oneVVord, this fingle Article of Guadahu-

flan Produce, is near treble the Value of all the

Produce of all the Acquifitionswe wereto have

made by Treaty ; and, did it produce nothing

elfe, it is, even in this refped:, a moil defirc-

able Objecfl.

If therefore it be our Intereft with as much
Cheapnefs, with as great Certainty, and with

as little Difadvantage as poffible in the Ballance

of Trade, to furnifti ourfelves with Cotton,

it is as plain, that this can be done effectually,

only by retaining in our Hands, and by im-

proving to the utmoft of our Abilities, thofe

Places, which, from the prefent State of their

actual Export, difcover an Aptitude in the

Soil, and in the Difpofition of the Inhabitants,

to raife a Commodity fo neceffary to our Ma-
nufadures.

If we had as minutely Informed ourfelves

concerning the Importance of this Conqueft,

as a People attentive to their Intercilj and

jealous of their commercial Advantages, ought

to have done, we could hardly have thought of

affording Giiadaloupe fo low a Place in the

Scale of our Acquifitions,

The
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The ingenious Author of the Intereft was

of opinion, that the Acquilition of Guadaloiipe

could prove no Remedy for the * Scantinefs of

Land fo juftly complained of, even by himfeif,

in our Weft-Indies. I hope he will now be in-

duced to change his Opinion, wheo he finds

that the Produce of this Colony alone is already

worth above 6co,oool. a Year ; that it is

very near equal to the Produce of all the reft

of the Englijh Lfit^^^r^ Iflands ; that even lail

Year it amounted to more than a Third of the

Whole of vv^hat we imported from all our

old Wejl-hidia Plantations put together. It is

very well known to every Gentleman in that

Trade, that the Produce oi Guadaloupe hds this

Year exceeded the Produce of the laft, as the

Produce of the laft did that of the Year before;

and as probably the next will the Produce of this.

In the Englijh Hands it will be, for an

Age to come, the very bcfl Market for Slaves;

and will for ever continue a very good

one, not only for that Article but for the Con-
fumption of all Sorts of Britijh Manufactures.

Another Conjecture of this ingeniousWritcr's

on this Subje(ft, is likewife overturned by FaCt.

He is of Opinion, that probably -j- none, or a

H very

* Vide Int. Page 46. " Though 1 am far from thinking

*' wc have Sugar Land enough, I cannot think Guadaloupe
'* is fo defirable an Incrcafe of it."

t Int. of Col. Page. 46., fpcaking of our keeping Guada-

loupe, and exporting iti; Sugars, he fyy:, *' Pet haps the anurzivg

** Incrcafe ofY.ngliihCcrfumpticnj might^op 7ucj} of it here."
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very fmall Quantity, of the Sugars of Giiada-

loupe will be exported. If he will give him-
felf the Trouble to enquire, he will find that

they are nearly all exported, together w^ith the

whole of the Coffee, of which Commodity we
fee this liland produces to the Value of

66,261 1. 16 s. 3 d.

But if neither Sugar, nor Coffee, were ex-

ported, but the Whole of each Commodity
v/as employed in the Home Confumption ; yet

would it not be ftill a very material Point, that

our own Products in one Part of our Dominions,

fliould pay for our Products in another, inftead

of our being obliged to pay ready Money for

them in foreign Markets ?

Here I mult remark with fome Concern a

Miftake, which the fame ingenious Writer

has been, I know not how, led into ; namely,

that this Illand will not take off above J
1 00,000 1. of our Manufa6tures.

If the Trade of Guadaloiipe were in Reality

confined within even thofe narrow Limits, I

conceive, that the entire Carriage, and mercantile

Profit, of 603,269 I. 3 s. 9d. of Produce, the

Ufe of above 5,000 Bags of Cotton for our Manu-
factures, and the certain Confumption of even

100,000 1. of o\xv BritiJJj Commodities, would
make this a moil valuable Conqueft, and wor-

thy of our moff ferious Attention. But on
what

X Int. of Col. Page 47. " Though our otvn Colonies expend
" among us ahnojl the tvhoU Produce ofour Sugar, can ive, or

*' ought we, to promife ourfelvcs this zvill be the Cafe P In

*' Guadaloupe, loOjOOOl. w'dl Jupply them with Biitifh

« Manufamirei."
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what Grounds has this Author been pleafed to

circumfcrlbe the Export to Guadakv.pe with-
in thefe Limits ? Facfl in this, as in all his

other Predications, fpeaks diredlly againO: him.

The Negroes, fold there this Year, are not fewer

than 4,000; which, at only 30 1. a Head,
amounts to 1 20,000 1. In this fmgle Article

alone, we have 20,000 1. more than this Gen-
tleman is pleafed to allow to the whole Con-
fumption oi Britijh Manufactures. I fpeak of

Negroes as perfectly equivalent to B?^iti/Jj Ma-
nufadiures, or to Commodities exported from
Great Britain on Account ot Guadaloupe ; for

whether theBritifi Export is fent to Guadaloupe,

or exchanged in Africa for Slaves for the ufe of

Guadahupe^ certainly the Export from hence

is equally to be put to the Account oiGiiada^

loupe. I have not been able to procure theEx-
port from Great Bi^itain^ correfpondent in point

of Time to the Import given above ; but in

the Year 1760, the very Year after the Re-
ducftion of the Ifland, the dired: Export from

hence had already amounted to i iSy^6c)i.^s.iod

and I muft dcfire the Reader to obferve, that

Guadaloupe has, befides, been the Market for

all the French Prize Goods taken in the JP^'eJi-

Indies. The Precifion, however, which I have

prcfcribed to myfelf, precludes me from bring-

ing this into the Account, as it is impoffible

here to afcertain exadtly the Value or Quan-
tity of thofe Goods, which has however been

very confiderable. But exclufive of thefe

H 2 Prize
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Prize Goods, andadmitting,contrary to fad, the

immediate Export from hence, to have been

• no greater for the lafb, or for the current,

.

Year than what I have ftated for the firft

Year after its Redaction j yet this, joined

to the Briiijh Export employed for Gua~
daloiipe in the Slave Trade, (which I have

under calculated) will raife the Demand of

Britifio Produce and Labour, occafioned by our

Poffeffion of this Ifland, to 238,569/. 55. \od,

and to this if we add, as we muft, the Freight-

age, the Comfiiiffion, the Merchant's Profit on

the Sale of the ^r/zi/Z? Commodities there, and

the returned Advantages of all the Produce in

the Import hither, and in theRe-export abroad,

in the Manufacture at home, and in the Ex-
pence of thofe who come to Loudon on their

Affairs, it will appear to a Demonftration how
extremely lucrative to E?2gland this Ifland is,

even in its prefent State of imperfect Subjecfiion

and imperfe<rt Cultivation. In this Manner con-

jectures are anfwered by Fadts ; and when this

Writer fpeaks of a Conquefl over a
-f-

People of

different Language, Manners, and Pvcligion,

as not worth having ; and of its Value as over-

ballanced by the Expence of keeping it, he
niuft allude to feme other Conquefi:,' and not

to
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to Guadahnpe ; for we know that the Expence
of keeping Guadahnpe^ even now in T ime of

War, and when the Ifland is entirely French^

is infinitely inferior to the Advantages which
we derive from its Commerce. No Difficulty

is found in keeping the imwarlike JVe/i-Lidian

Frcnchj in due Obedience. On a Peace our

Situation will be ftill more favourable. I ven-

ture to fay, that one Regiment will be fully

fufficient for its internal Defence.

This Author indeed, knows, that with Canada
m our Poffeflion we mufl: ftill for hundreds of

Miles border on the French, or Spaniards J -,

*' That the People inhabitirg the*- Frontiers

y

" dre generalh the RefiJifeofboth Nations^ remote
" from the Fye, the Prudence, and the Re-
*^ Jlraint of GovernmentT He knows and
** tells us, that a

||

**
vafi Wildernefs, thinly or

" fcarce at all peopled, conceals with Eaje the
" March of 'Troops and Workjnen. Important
" Pajji's may befeized within our Liiyiits" ; and
knowing ail this, his Apprehenfions for the

vaft Expence, neceflary to retain a conquered
Country, if applied to Canada, are reafonabie

and well-founded ; but if applied to Guadaloup^,

they arc altogether ill-founded and unreafon-

-oble. It is extraordinary, that fo ingenious,

fo fenfible a Man (liould fo confound all

Ideas as to fuppofe, the fame Dangers, which
may exift in Canada^ a vaft, wild, uncommer-
cial, inland Country, of an extenfive Frontier,

and retired from the Eye of Government, <ire

to

X Vide, //;/. Page 9. jj Vide Int. Page 5.
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to be at all dreaded in Giiadalciipey an Ifland,

divided from every Neighbour, and where
all lies immediately under the Eye of Governr

ment ; a Country, which is one great Scene of

Commerce, and which holds not one fingle Cir-

cumftance in common with Canada, Guada-

loupe, in the natural Courfe of Things, muft

in a few Years be almofl wholly E?jgli/h ; and,

if fuch is the Confumption of our Manufac-

tures in its prefent imperfed: State of Culture,

whilft the Idea of their being reftored to

France preferves a ftrong hold on the Ima«
gination of the Inhabitants, and therefore

reftrains the Demand for Engli/Jj Manufac-

tures i (a Reftraint which mufl make them a

very rich immediate * Treafure indeed, to

whichever Nation they may fall at the Con-

clufion of a Peace.) If fuch, I fay, is already

the Confumption of our Manufactures at

Guadaloupe under thefe unfavourable Circum-
ftances, what mufl: it be, when the greater Part

of the Inhabitants come to be EiigliJJj, and

have no other Market, no other Government,

to hope for ? The Objecftions this Gentleman

mentions, lie equally againif every Conqucfl:,

which has hitherto been deemed valuable

amongffc

* The French Inhabitants of Guadaloupe have moft cer-

tainly at this Day in their PofTeffion more Gold in Specie,

than is to be found in all our other Leward Iflands put to-

gether. The far greater Part of this Treafure muft, im-

mediately upon a Peace, of neceflity in one Tide flow ia

upon that Country which fhall then be Mafter oi Guadaloupe.
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amongfl Mankind. According to fuch Poli-

ticians, we are not to take Advantage of the

Induftry and Wealth of new Subjedts, becaufe

we mufl live in Fear of their Difaffedtion ; and

they notably think, that Nations may be made
great and powerful, upon Principles which are

founded on Sufpicion, and Cowardice.

This Writer, however, on maturer De-
liberation, feems to give up, in fome mea-
fure, his Objection, and acknowledges the

Value of Guadaloiipe^ provided it be not
|(

bought too dear. What does he think ol Mi-
norca as a proper Purchafe for it, fuppofmg we
had not refolved to furrender it, without any

Equivalent at all.

Let us come to the comparative Eftimation

of thefe Objedis. We agreed to exchange an

Ifland of 603,2691. 3 s. 9 d. annual Benefit

to our Commerce, and a Burthen but of

20,000 1. to our Revenue, for one which
yielded in Trade but 500 1. a Year j and was

a dead Weight on the national Fund of above

74,000 1. at the loweft. This is the true State

of Guadaloiipe, confidered as an Equivalent for

M'morca ; and the Publick is left to judge how
far our commercial Intereft was confulted,when

one

II
Vidi Int. Page 49. " I have before [aid I do not deny

•* the Utility of the Conqiie/}, or even of our future Pojjejjion

*' of Gu2.il^[o\x^c^ if not bought too dear.—-The Trade cf the

*' Weil-Indies is one of our mojl valuable Trades ; our Pof-
" fijftons there deferve our grcatcjl Care and Attention^



[56]
one was to be given in Exchange for the

other.

I come now to confider, not only whether

this particular Objed:, Minorca^ but whether

all the Acquiiitions, which we were to have

made by that Treaty, put together, can be

coniidered as a juft Equivalent for the Lofs we
ihould have fuftained in the Surrender oi Gua-
daloupe,

Thefe Acquifitions then were Minorca^ Ca^

nada^ and Senegal^ together with the lile of

Goree.

The neutral lilands, Domi?uque and Tobago^

Cannot, as I have fhewn, in common Senle

be reckoned as Acquifitions made by that

Treaty ; for we yielded in their Place to France

two others, St. Lucie, alone of iniinitely

more Confequence, and St. Vincent : Thefe

in their Place I fliall confider more at large :

At prefent I fhall examine the Value of all

the allowed Acquifitions.

Of Minorca I have already fpoken, and

the Enumeration of its commercial Advan-
tages was quickly finiflied.

I fliall now examine the Weight of Canada

in the commercial Scale. To avoid incumber-

ing the Difcourfe, I have thrown the Detail

of the exported Produce of Canada into a

Table. The Sum-total of the Export of Ca-

nada to Great Britain appears to confift

principally
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principally of Furs and Skins, and to be no
moreinValue than 1 40 15 1. 17 s. i d. a Year.*

• An Account of the Quantities and different Species of

Goods imported into England from Canada from Chriftmai

I 760 to Chrijlmas I 76 1.

Amount of the Value
Quantities
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The Reader, habituated to the Declama-

tions with which thePublick have been fo often
*

amufed on the SubjecH: of Canada^ will un-

doubtedly be fomewhat furprized at the in-

confiderable Value of this immenfely exten-

five Country ; I believe that thofe Traders who,
deluded by the popular Cry in favour of

Canada, ventured to fend fome Cargoes

thither, have had reafon heartily to repent

their Credulity. For my Part I never entertain-

ed a very high Opinion of its Importance in

any, much lefs in a trading, Light. Yet the

precife State of its Commerce has fallen below

my own mean Opinion of its Value ; it is even

below the Income of very many private

Eflates : And here let it be remembered, that

this Deficiency, in the diredt Trade between

Canada and Great Britain, is not compenfated,

as in our old northern Colonies, by an exten-

five Traffick to the Weft-Indies. The Trade
between Canada and the Iflands is abfolutely

none ; and it has happened exadtly as I at firft

forefaw, that whatever little Trade of this

Kind was carried on whilfl; Canada continued

in the Pofleffion of France, mufl be loft and

at an end, as foon as ever Canada became an

Efiglifh PofTeflion. The entire Produce of

this Province might be imported hither in one

fingle Ship ; and this is the whole exifting

Value of Canada to the Commerce and Naviga-

tion of Great Britain. 14,000 1. to the former;

a Ship or two at moft to the latter.

The laft of the Acquifitions, which we were

to
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to have made by that Treaty, was Senegal and
Goree, Properly fpeaking thefe Settlements

are not to be conlidered as Acquifitions by

Conquefty but by Purchafe. We did not retain

them under the uti poj/idetis ; but we were

to have acquired them by the Ceffion on our

Part of fome other Places, on the Coaft of

Africa : But let them ftand as real Conquefts,

and let us confider their Importance. The
Value of Senegal and Goree arifes princi-

pally from their fupplyingus with Gums,which
we were before obliged to take from the French.

By thisAcquilition we alfo add fomething to our

Supply of Slaves. It may, however, be ob-

ferved, that Senega/ does not fupply very many
Slaves ; and that thofe brought from thence

are, of all the Africans, the leaft adapted

to Labour, and confequentiy bear the lowefl;

Price at the IVefl-India Markets.

It is not in my Power to be quite as exadl as

I could wifh in this Particular ; however, I

have not negledled to acquire the beft Infor-

mation pofTible. None of my Accounts raife

the Number of Slaves, exported from Senegal

in anyYear, to more than looo -, and at the beft

Price their Value at Market will not exceed

30,000 1. The Gum, we receive annually from
Senegaly may be worth about 7000 1.

The following Table, therefore, will iliew in

one View the Value of the Acquifitions we were
to have made by that Treaty, and the Price

we were to have paid for thcni ; and whether
all thefe Acquifitions put together, could be

I 2 confidered
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conficlered as an Equivalent for the Lofs we
iliould have fuftained in the Surrender of

Guadaloupe. By the late Treaty

We ihould have acquired We Ihould have loft

I. s. d. 1. s. d.

Canada, worth 7 Guadaloupe, ^
annually j 4> 5 7 worth an- ^603,269 3 9

Minorca, ditto, 500 nually J
Senegal and Go- \

rfe \ 37'°0O

Total Acquifi- 7

t^ciLohperJnn. 551,753 6 8

6o-i,z6g 3 9 603,269 3 9
Commercially therefore we fhould have loll by
the Bargain above 550,000 1. a Year, and

have purchafed what we retained at more
than ten times their Value.

But if we take into the Confideratlon the

Expence of keeping thefe Acquifitions refpec-

tively, the Account will then fland thus

:

In * Canada one Regiment ^. 20,000
In Senegal and Go7-ee one 20,00©
In Minorca four Regiments 74,000

114,000

To this Charge, if we oppofe even the

whole grofs Value of the Trade of all thefe

Places, there will be found an Over-ballance

of Expence more than Profit to the Amount, in

time oi profoundeft Peace, of 62,4841. 2s. i id.

whereas,

* I believe the Reader vvill fee that T ftatcd this Account
moft exceflively in Favour of Canada, by only chsrgiriP- Ca-
r.ada with the fame Force I did to Gnaduloute.
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whereas, allowing the fame Force to be kept up
mGiicidaloupe as I have allowed for Canada^ and

dedu<fllng accordingly 20,000 L from the

Value of the Produce of that Illand, there will

be ftill a Ballance in Favour of Gtiadaloupe of

583,2691. 3s. 9d.

So that, on making the bell of the Bargain,

we muft lofe confiderably by retaining all the

Territories we were to have acquired by that

Treaty. The only Objedt by which we did,

or in the Nature of Things we could, gain,

any thing, we thought proper to give away
without any Compenfation at all.

Were we to confume at Home the whole
Produce of Gtiadaloupe^ the very Duties raifed

on that Produce would amount to more
than the whole grofs Produce of all the reft of

the Acquifitions which we were to have made
by that Treaty.

But the Fad: is, that the whole, except the

Cotton, is exported, and the Cotton is em-
ployed in our Manufacftures ; the reft of the

Produce,which I fay is exported, is confequent-

ly to be placed on the Credit Side of the Ac-
count of our foreign Trade.

I imagine fome melancholy Reflexions

muft arife in the Mind of every Perfon the

leaft intelligent in, or concerned for, the In-

tereft of his Country, when he confiders the

Jmmenfe humiliating Reverfe ofFortune, which
a few Days would have made in the Affairs

of Great Britain and France^ if Peace had
been concluded on thofc Terms. France
would have got rid of a Territory, which

flje
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flie could neither keep without Expence,

nor enlarge without Danger, and flie would,

in return at the fame Time have re-entered

into Poffeffion of a moft extenfive and
flourifhing Trade, worth at leaft three Millions

annually, now either polTefled by us, or ufelefs

to her, by which fhe would have been enabled

in a fhort Time to repair the Breaches of this

War, to pay herDebts, to enlarge herRefources,

and to breed up a Number of Seamen for the

Re-eflablifhment of her Navy : Whilft the

EngUJJ.\ giving a great Part of this very Trade
out of their Hands, and incumbered with a

Debt of a great deal above 1 00 Millions, acquir-

ed only a barren Expence of 62,484 1. a Year,

without one lingle, even pofTible, Advantage to

our Commerce ; v/ithout any other Confola-

tion than the Liberty of parading in boundlefs

and frultlefs Forefts, and amufing ourfelves

with idle Speculations upon the Importance

of Canada.

I have not valued the two neutral Iflands,

which were to have been left us, in this Efti-

mate. In common Senfe they cannot be con^

fidered as Acquifitions, unlefs you fay you ac-

quire when you give away ; however, I think

it neither wholly unneceflary to my Purpofe,

nor altogether ufelefs to the Reader, to enter a

little into a Detail of the Value of thefe Iflands.

In order more fully to difplay the Fallacy

and Unfairnefs of the French Proceeding in the

late Negotiation, when they prefumed to call

any Divifion of thofe Iflands equitable, while

they infifled upon retaining St, Lucie.

Of
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Of thefe, called neutral Illands, l^obago^ the

moft Southward, is abfolutely wild, covered

with Woods, inhabited only by a few Caraibs,

St. Vincent is neither fo fmall, nor fo cover-

ed with Woods; nor is it thinly inhabited ; but

mark well what the Inhabitants are : They
are firft Caraibs, to the Number of about

7000 ; and next, free Negroes, to the Num-
fcer of about 8000 : Thefe two people are free,

and both remarkably jealous of their Free-

dom.
The French imagine themfelves, and poflibly

not altogether without Reafon, better adapted

than we are to maintain a friendly Correfpond-

ence with Savages. They have not, however,
notwithftanding this Advantage, ever ventured

one fingle Sugar Eftablifhment in this Ifland ;

and indeed thofe, who are acquainted with the

Nature of fuch Eflablifliments, know how to-

tally oppofite fuch a Neighbourhood is to the

Exiftence of a Sugar Settlement, which is not

like a landed Eflate at Home. Its Value does

not confift in the Land, but in the Number and
Goodnefs of the Slaves, in the Strength and
Convenience of the Mills, and other Build-

ings ; all very expenfive in the Conftrudion, and
which notwithftanding maybe all deftroyed,and

the Slaves cut off or carried away, in a fuigle

Night, by any fudden Incurlion. A Man has

not hisEftate impaired and damaged, but aftual-

ly annihilated. No Sugar Colony ever yet flou-

riflied, which was not cleared of the Curaihs ; fo

that you mull either have purfued the deteilable

3 and
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and dangerous Policy of extirpating the old In-

habitants, or have received a mere nominal Pof- '

feiTion J without any Advantage from St. Vincent.

But it was, in Reality, a Matter of great

Indifference to the French^ which of the other

neutral Iflands you chofe, or if you chofe all

the other three, if you left them St. Luck.
They were well aware of the real intrin-

Jjc Value of this Ifland, and of the real In-

fignificance of all the reft. This Ifland contains

about one thoufand Men capable of bearing

Arms J they grow a great Quantity of Cotton j

the Land in general is extremely good. No
Ifland in the Weft-Indies has a better Harbour,

nor a greater Plenty of Rivers j add to

this, that its Situation made it of ineftimable

Value to France^ becaufe in time of War it

forms a Sort of Barrier to Martinique^ at leaft

in our Hands It would be the Door to open

our Way to Martinique \ it lies ju ft to the

V/indward of, and not feven Leagues diftant

from, Martinique.

If our Objed: was to have kept from the

French an Ifland, by its Situation of Confe-

quence to them, St. Lucie of all the neutral

Iflands was the one not to be allowed to

France ; and if it was our Objccft to ac-

quire an Ifland by its Commerce or Situation

of Confequence to us, we fhould never have

thought Q)iDominique\ this Ifland, the laft of the

four neutral ones, has moitCaraibs^ and is little,

more cleared, than Tobago itfelf ; but even,ii: its

intrinflcValue had been worth Attention, its Si-

tuation between the two great Iflands of Gua^
dakupe and Martinique^ would render it, whilfl

both
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France^ of no poffible Advantage or Service to

us. The Moment a Warfl^iould be proclaimed,

not a fingle Ship could attempt to go into, or

fail out of Dominiquey without falling into the

Hands of the French. Martinique lies exadly

in the Way to intercept every thing going

from Europe to Do??iiniquej as Guadaloupe does

for intercepting every thing coming out c^ Do^
7nimque io Europe y if indeed Guadaloupe re-

mained to us, that Circumllance would give

fome Importance to Doininique^ which lying to

the Windward of Guadaloupe^ as St. Lucie lies

to Martinique^ might, if we could forget the

Difference of intriniic Value, be of the fame
Service in covering our PoiTcffions j but li Gua-
daloupe is given up, I do infift upon it, that not

one, no, nor all of the other neutral Iflands are

worth our taking, except St, Lucie 3 and if St.

Lucie was of fuch Importance to France, that

fhe could not part with it, fhe could not have
refufed paying well for it j and therefore mufl:

it not aftonlHi the Reader to find, that, when
we generoufly made io great, fo important a

Concefficn, to which on the Terms of an equal

Partition, (lie was no way intitled, we did

not take that favourable Opportunity of work-
ing on the Gratitude of the French^ fmce we
could not on their Juflice, to befeech them not

to didate to us too like Conquerors; to tell

them, that, if St, Lucie was necefTary to cover

their great Ifiand of Martinique ; Guadeloupe^

even in that Idea, was full as nccelTnry to

. K cover
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cover our |1 Leward l(\3.nds 5 that they had not

more Right to one, than we had to the other,
,

If this Realbning did not prevail, might we not

have imitated their own Language concerning

Belleijlcf If you think the neutral Iflands of

fuch real Value, you are free to keep them, and

we will content curfelves with Guadalotipe*

Ought we not to have made a Bargain, lince

we could not make an Acquifiticn ? if we
were not to take Advantage of our Conquefts,

we ought, methinks, to have made feme Ad-
vantage of our Conceffions.

U we mifs this critical Moment, and fhould

one Day find ourfelyes to have been miftaken

in our Ideas of the IFejl-lndie^ ; our Miflake

in all human Prohabihty will be for ever irre-

trievable. The French^ who trufted too much
in the natural Strength of their Iflands, and

were hilled into Security bv the idle Boaft of

their Planters, had not during this War either

in Martinico or Giiadaloiipe^ a regular Force

of one thoufand Men. They now fee their

Error, and cannot in a future War omit to

corredl it 5 and then they may perhaps £nd
Means

j[
Guadaloupe lie» to the Leward of Antigua^ NivU^

Monfcrrat^ St. Kits, and all that Clufter of icmW Efrglijh

Iflands, and coniequently thofe Iflands are moil: l.iuble

to be attacked from thence, if it returns to France, and

this Tfland is moll capable of protecting them if it remains

in our Hands. It is certainly very extraordinary that all

ihould be facrificed to the Idea of Security, in North

Jnier'ica, where v/e were infinitely ilronger than the Frejicl^

and that no Notion of Danger fhould be entertained for

our valuable PofTeffions in the JVeji-lnd'ies^ where we arc

infinitely weaker than the French, i



[ 67 1

Means to make a better Defence In their con-

ned:ed Iflands, two of them larger each than all

our Leward Iflands put together, than we may
be able to do in our fmall, difperfed, Scraps of

defencelefs Land. In Reality, the F/'f;7^y6 Pof-

feffions, in that Part of America, feem to be

the Refult of Deliberation and Syftem, and

to have been formed by a People, who had

both a full Freedom of. Choice, and Power to

enforce it j our Pofl'efTions, on the contrary, are

irregular, unconnected, and feem to have been

occupied as derelict, or as ftolen ; and not as

Choice pointed out, biit as Occafion and Ne-
ceflity would admit.

I have, I hope, fully demonftrated, that the

Acqu'fition of Guadaloiipe alone is not only

fuperior to that of Minorca, which alone was

put into the Scale againft it, but far fuperior

in Value to every thing elfe united, which we
fhould have acquired by that Treaty, upon
any of thofe Plans the Enemy propofed, or

even upon thofe, which wc drew up agreeably

to our OTon Defires.

I iliall now, conformably to the Plan I pre-

fcribed to myfclf at firft fetting out, endeavour

to afcertain, and to obferve upon, the Caufes

that may have induced us to overlook the

glaring Advantages, which refulted from our

PofTelTion of GuadalGupCy and to enter into a

Barter fo ftrangcly difproportionate, as that of

Cuadaloupc for Minorca.

I muft previoufly obferve, that no Man can

have a Difpofition more remote from the

Delire of intermixing any thing perfonal in

K -A this
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this DlfciiiTion. No Man has a more fincere

Veneration for the Dignity, or greater Refped:

lor the Abilities, of the Perfons, who were
fuppofed to have been concerned in that Ne-
gotiation ; but it will be ealily allov/ed, that

the moft exteniive Mind, occupied with a Va-
riety of great Objedts, may poffibly overlook

Ibnie minute Details. To blame for not being

attentive to every thing, is not to accufe any

particular Man, but human Nature itfelf. The
moft important Confequences, however, may
fometimes depend upon fuch Details, and it may
be lawful to redify, where it would be criminal

to reproach. The Truth is, that neither the

whole, nor any Part, of the Adminiftration is

juftiy culpable for this Miflake ; thofe Perfons

alone are to blame,who, for Reafons bed known
to themfelves, by inflamm^atory Declamations,

by idle Suggeftions of Danger, and by Sug-

gedions of Profit fliil more frivolous, turned

the Eyes and Thoughts of the Publick from

their true Intereft ; thofe Men, therefore, and

thofe alone, are refponfible to their Coun-

try, and to their Confcience, for obtruding

on the Publick a Syflem, which fomeof them
might, and others of them mull have known,
to be totally deflitute of any one rational

Foundation.

V/e ought not to forget, who they were

that joined this Cry, and fwelled it into fuch

a tumultuous l^oudnefs. Many Perfons, from

having been jealous Rivals of, and fometimes

very determ/medEnemies,to theProfperity of our

l^icrtb American Colonies, all* at once fell into

the
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the moft afFeded and ridiculous Solicitude for

their Safety ; they pretended to think, and

had Craft enough to make others really believe,

that, whilft the French retained any footing in

Canada^ we could not be for an Hour fecure of

ourNorthern Settlements; that ourPeople would

be in continual Danger of being deftroyed by

inhuman Maffacres, and their PofTetlions of be-

ing wafted by Fire and Sword; that, in fhort,

without fecuring eVeryPart o^^iWFrench Canada,

' let the Value of our other Acquifitions be ever

fo great, our North American Colonies would

tell us, we had done nothing ; and with fuch

furprizing Induftry was this abfurd Clamour
propagated, that Canada came at laft to take

an entire Poftellion of our Hearts and Under-
ftandings ; and we were taught to believe,

that no Ceffion was too great to purchafe this

ineftimable Security, this immoveable Barrier

of all our Colonies ; nay, they carried the Point

much further, and pretended, that, if we were
once in Pofteffion of this Territory, we had litde

elfe to defire for the future Profperity both

of the Mother Country, and her Colonies.

This very groundlefs Opinion was the true

Source of our Negle(ft, in the late Negotiation,

of fuch real, commercial Advantages, as might

augment the Rcfourccs of Great Britain. And
from hence proceeded that utter Oblivion of all

former Maxims of our Policy, whilft, under the

Name of Security, we fought with Eagernefs

cxtenfive and unprofitable Empire, and rejtdl-

ed moderate but lucrative Acquifition. This

Error, if it ftiould continue to gain Ground, may
prove
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prove more detrimental to us, than the Lofs of
any particular Objed:, or, perhaps, than all the

Obje(fts of this Negotiation. It may by Degrees

infc(5t the whole Syilemi of our national Poli-

cy- Ihope therefore, that it will not bethought

either tedious or impertinent, if I endeavour

to unravel the intricate and fraudulent Scheme,

by which we were firfl; drawn into this Error

;

and to Hiew, that the firfl-born, the favourite

Offspring of this new Syilem, was of little

Value either in itfelf, or for thofe Purpofes,

for which it was pretended to be fo necfleary.

I do not fay that Canada^ which France

has thrown upon us, fliould be again thrown

back upon her; but we ought not to fuffer

ourfelves to be fo grofsly deluded on this Sub-

jecf , as to imagine, that in this Ceffion (he

has loft, or that we have gained any thing

fo eflential, as ihould induce us to acquiefce in

the Surrender of every other Advantage, or

in the Negled: of every other rational Purfuit,

The Points, which it was incumbent on the

Advocates for Canada to have proved, were, I

conceive, thefe three.

Firji, That the PoiTeflion of French Ca-

nada was any great Acquifition to our national

Strength, either ablolutely, or in Preference to

other Objeds.

Secondly, That our Colonies could not have?,

had a rational Security, without the Poireffion

of all Canada.

Thirdly, That the PolTefTion of Canada^ in-»

tire, could give them that kind of Security, for

which they defired it.
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I apprehend they have proved none of thefd

three, which are the material, Points ; and I

hope to (hew that they cannot prove them.

I do not know that the able Writer, whofe

Steps I have hitherto attended, or any other,

has made a fingle diredl: Aflertion in Favour of

the commercial Advantages of Cmiada. In-

deed the whole Skill and Maftery of thofe,who

managed that Side of the Qi^cftion, confifted

in two Artifices : Firft, In palpably mif-flating

the Queflion, by fuppofmg that thole, who
thought other Objeds more defirable than

Canada^ were for including, under the Deno-
mination of Canada^ every thing which lay

beyond the Mountains. But the Fa(fl was

quite otherwifej that Scheme, which oppofed

the Neceflity of our retaining all Canada, pro-

pofed ©ur acquiring the whole of Nova Scotia,

the whole Country to the River iS^. Laurence,

and thence all along the Southward of theLakes,

and to the Mijjifippi, or at lead to the River St,

'Jerome. Thefe Boundaries, they were of Opi-

nion, gave them an immenfe Enlargement of

Territory j and, indeed, every thing either of

Strength or Value in North America, Having
fccured thcfe, they were of Opinion, that, if

the French fliould afterwards hold out their

contraded and crippled Canada, as an Indem-
nification for any of our valuable Conquefts,

we ought rather to leave it to them, than to

make fo diladvantau:cous a Change. This was

the real Scheme propofcd, and that which
they, who wanted to confine our whole At-

tention ioCdfUhla, ought to haveoppcfedi but

they
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they oppofed a Phantom of their own niCingi

and argued as if there was no Medium between

not acquiring Canada, and acquiring nothing.

As they contraded, in this confufed Way of

fpeaking, the Ideas of their Adverfaries, fo by

the fame Confufion they enlarged their own ;

and confequently argued as if the Acquifition

of Canada y and of all North America^ was one

and the fame thing : This was the Firft of

their Arts.

The Second was, dwelling. In Seafon and

out of Seafon, on the general Value of our

prefent Commerce with North America j and

leaving it to the Reader, if he pleafed, to draw

a Conclufion in Favour of further Acquifitions

there ; and particularly in Favour of Canada^

which happens to be in that Part of the

World.
But this general andconfufedMethod of Rea-

foning, fo favourable to Deceit and Impofitiony

muft alfo be quitted, before we can come

"

to any preclfe and accurate Ideas on this Que-
ftlon.

The general Name of North America Is

apt, and it is fo intended by the Pancgyrifis of

Canada^ to mifiead us into an Opinion, that all

the Colonics, included in that common Name,
partake of the fame common Circumftances,

and trade with us upon the fame Terms. No-
thing can, however, be more fallacious than

this Notion. Our Colonies, on that vafl Con-
tinent, are of two Kinds, and under Circum-

fiances extremely different from each other j

and we can never reafon concerning them with

any
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any tolerable Precifion, without keeping this

Diftindion continually before us. By the

Means of this Diftlndion, we ntiay be enabled

to acquire fomewhat jufter Ideas of our Co-
lony Interefts; than we feem to have hitherto

entertained; and even, asMatter of Speculation,

thefe Enquiries are not wholly unworthy the

Regard and Study of every literate Englifiman,

The Colonies to the Northward, on this

Continent, are l\ova Scotia^ the four Provinces

of New England
J New York, Penjihafiia, and

the two yerfeys. All thefe have very little di-

re(5l Trade with Great B?-itain : I mean they

have nothing, with which they can repay us

for the Commodities they draw from hence:
They only trade with Eiigla?id circuitoufly ;

either through the Weft-Indies^ which is to us

the moft advantageous Part of their Trade ;

or through foreign £//r(?^tV?/z Countries, which,
however neccflary, is a dangerous and
fufpicious Channel. Our Englijh Ships meet
theirs with the fame Commodities, at the fame
Markets ; and, if thefe Markets happen to

be overftockcd, we interfere with, and confc-

quently hurt, each other. But what is flill

more material, tliere is much Reafon to fufpcd-,

that no fmall Part of the Be^icfit ofour Norilf

American Trade is, by this Means, lofl to the

Mother Country, and paffcs to Foreigners, and
fometimes to Enemies. Thefe northern Pro-

vinces are in Effedl not fubjed: to the A61 of

Navigation, or to the other A(fts, which have

finceincreafedtheNumber of enumerated Com-
moditities, becaufe excepting only fome Furs,

Iv they



t 74 1

tliey do not trade in any fuch Commodities.

They are therefore neither obhged diredly to ,

bring their Goods to Evgland ; nor,whcn they

have carried them to other Countries, are

they necefiitated to take England in their Way
home. Whereas all the Colonies, which pro-

duce any of the enumerated Commodities, un-
der whatever Relaxations, are always fubjedl to

the one or other of thefe Regulations. For In-

ftance, Ships from Bofion may carry Fifh, Corn,

and Provifions, to France or Italy^ and return

again direftly to Bofion^ loaden with foreign

Commodities, fubjed: to no other Check than

what mud be confidered as none, that of a

C6ftom-houfe Officer in their own Colony.

But the foudiern Colonies of this fame Con-
tinent, I mean Virginiay Maryland^ the Caro-

Unas, and Georgia^ are under quite different

Circumftances. They produce many Com-
modities, which &re immediately demanded
at the Engljjh Market, fuch as Tobacco, Rice,

and Indigo ; all which, being enumerated in

the Ad; of Navigation, muft, according to

that Ad:, be brought to the £;^^///Zi Market,

and to no other. And in theAd, which permits

feme of thefe Commodities to be fent under

fome Reftridions to the Countries South of

Cape Fijtifterrey a Precaution is inferted, tliat the

Veffeis, concerned in that Trade, muft take

Great Britain in their Way home ; by which
they are effeduaily prevented from making
their Returns, or any Part of them, in foreign

Jvlerchandize.

But
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But to fet more clearly before the Reader

the Difference between thofe two kinds of

Colonies, I muft obferve, that New Rngland^

the moft populous of our Settlements, fent hi-

ther in 1 76 1, Commodities to the Value only of

25,9851.85. J id. New 2V>^ only 21,6841.10s,

3 d. and Penfthania only 22,404 1. 1 3 s. 11 d.

But the Moment you pafs this Line, which di-

vides the Colonies to the Southward, the Cafe

is at once extremelyaltered. Vi?'ginia 2.ndMary'

land exported hither in that Year 357,228 1.

7 s. 4 d. and Gzro//;/^ 206,534!. 2 s. 2d. If

we look to our two new Colonies, or the two
Extremities of that Continent to the North
and South, this Difference will in Proportion

be full as confpicuous. Georgia exoorted hi-

ther to the Value of 6,0741. 3 s. 9 d. Tliis

is indeed little ^ but Nova Scoiu, tho' the

Settlement there was planned with the utmoft

V^ifdom, though a Million of Money has

been already, within averyfewYears, expended

upon it, and though that enormous Sum has

been applied with the moft diftinguiihed Oeco-

nomy and Management, yet that Settlement has

not hitherto been able to return Commodities

to more than j81. 3s. Value per ann. for that

was the Whole of their laft Year's Export.

The Southern continental Colonies, in their

Commerce with u?, bear a much nearer Re-
fcmblance to the JVcfi- Indies^ than to their

northern Neighbours j and an Augmentation

of Territory, were it at all wanted, as it is not,

in that Part of the World, would be th-rre

very near as delireable in a commercial Light,

L 2 as
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as an Augmentation in the WeJi'Indies. Eut

the Acquifition of Canada is an Acquifi^

tion, not to thefe fouthern, but to the northern

Provinces. From its Climate, it cannot trade

with Great Britain^ but in Furs, of which

we have already (Q&n the ValuCj becaufe it can

produce no other enumerated Commodity j and

from its Situation, it is as nothing in the cir-

cuitous Trade with the Wcji-JndieSy by which

our old northern Colonies are chiefly fupportcd.

Vv hatever, therefore, is faid, or infmuated,

of the Advantages of Canada^ by an Infe-

rence from the Advantage derived from our

North American Colonies in general, is al-

together -groundkfs and fallacious. Eut to

induce us the more eafily to repofe all our

Defircs, and to caft all our Cares upon Canada^

they ufe another Art, which, though in ftriil

Argument it is lefs than nothing, yet to thofe

who propofe it, fervcs ufeful Purpofes ; it

tends to divert our Minds from the true State of

the Qiicftion; they endeavour therefore to amufe

us with an Expedation, that the vafl Inland

Trads about the Ohlo^ removed from all ma-
ritime Communication by their Diftance, and

by the Interpofition of great Mountains, may
one Day be made greatly fubfervient to our

Commerce by raifing feveral ufeful Commo-
dities, for which we have a Demand in Eng^

land. In this Point, as in all others, relative

'to this important Qiicftion, they play moft

infulferably upon the fuppofed Ignorance, and

Credulity, of their Readers.

\ii the fiifl Place, they endeavour to prevail

on
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bn us to throw away extenfive, cxifting," real,

immediateAdvantages,in Hopes of thofe which,

even on their own ftating, are but fpeculative,

remotely future, contingent, and, if at all pof-

fible, depending upon a thoufand Accidents.

They flatter us, for Inftance, with an Idea, that,

we fhall one Time or other be able to raife

raw Silk, and alfo with Profit to tranfport

Hemp from the Heart of that remote Con-
tinent; when we know that this Commodity
of Hemp in our old Setdements, in Climates

full as favourable to its Growth, and in Si-

tuations near the Sea, and therefore infinitely

more favourable to its Export, never has hi-

therto been cultivated to any Advantage, but

has even refilled parliamentary Encouragements
and Bounties, almoft equal to its native Value,

in fuch a Manner, that this Point feems at

length to be given up by the Legiflature as in

Defpair, and the A(fl for granting this inef-

fe(5lual Bounty has been fuffered to expire.

To the other Promife of raw Silk the fame
Anfwer may be given. When we find our

maritime Colonies of Carolina and Georgia,

which extend in Length 500 Miles, and as

much in Breadth, which are far more favour-

able in their Situation, becaufe more fouthern

in their Climate, lo abounding in this Pro-
duce, as not to be able to grow a fiifllcient

Number of Mulberry Trees for their Worms,
then, and not till then, it will be Time for us

to think of looking for an Extent of Territory,

in order to raife iuw Silk; I am afraid this is

a Speculation for a very late Polierity indqed.

1 It
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It is really pie? fan t to obferve an ingenious,

Theorift, {training at the higheft Pitch of his

Erudition to prove, what nobody has ever

thought of difputing with him, ttiat an Inland

Commerce has been in former Ages, and is

fliil carried on in many Parts of the World,

to Advantage; I fay it is pleafant, becaufe

he feldom thinks fit to mention the Commo-
dities in v/hich this Trade is carried on, ncr

the Circumilances of thofe who manage ii j

and confequently leaves us intirely at a Lois,

in what Manner to apply thofe Fa6ts to the

Point in Queftion. In moft of the Inftances

which he has produced, fuch an Explanation

would make full againft him. And, if I were

not in Fear that I had already trefpaffed too

much on the Reader's Patience, I could de-

monflrate, that Imagination can hardly carry

Extremes to a greater Diftance, than there

is between the Examples which this Author
produces, and the Objecfrs to which he wculd
apply them. From this Apprehenfion of being

too minute, I have here omitted the Argu*
ment at large, which originally made a Part

of this Difcourfe, and which may poffibly

appear at fome other Time, and in a more
particular Difcuffion concerning the Policy of

our Colonies.

But why (liould we refort to foreign Coun-r

tries and remote Times, for Examples, when
we have all the proper Means of Information

at Home, and as it were immediately under

our Eyes? Can it not be proved, that it is by no

Means the Extent of our Colonies into the

Inland
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Inland Parts, which has caufed the incrcafed

Confumption of our ManufacHiures in North
America^ but the Increafe in the maritime

Parts, and near the navigable Rivers, tlie Bene-
fit of which cannot extend very far. Goods
produced beyond the Blue Mountains muft, in

their Way to our northern Sea Ports, firfl af-

cend the Streams, that fall from the weftern

Sides of thefe Mountains ; and then, in de-

fccnding the Streams, which fall from the

caftern Sides, muft, from the many Rifts and
Falls in thofe Streams, be fo often unloaded

and reloaded, that we can entertain no Hopes
of feeing at our Markets any raw heavy Com-
modities raifc'd in thofe Countries ; yet fuch

alone are the Commodities which thofe Coun-
.<ries could raife, or which our Policy would fuffer

to be tranfported from thence to a foreign

Market.

Let us not amufe ourfelves with vain

Speculations ! As far as the Profits of Indian

Trade extend, fo far, and no further, the Tra-

montine Colonift may deal with us. When
this Fund is exhauftcd, they can no longer be

ufeful to US; they muft manufadture for them-
felves, or they muft degenerate into Savages.

The Surplus of a rude new Agriculture, to be

tranfported under every poflible Difadvantagc,

can be no Ballance for Manufadures which
have had the laft Hand, and are to be lent to

them under all the fame Difadvantages.

The Author of the Intereji may have heard

fomething of the State of the Settlers, efpe-

cially the back Settlers in FcJiJyhiinia, " Ibiy
" nianufaciure.
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** mannfa5lure,fays* Douglas, perhaps nine Parts
*' in ten of all they wear" They make Linen*

even for Exportation. The moftdiftant of thofe

People liveatno very greatDiftance from theSea,

they are extremely induftrious and frugal j and
yet, with all their Agriculture and Manufac-*

lure, and with all their Frugality and Induftry,

they are none of them in a very opulent Con-
dition. They are indeed far from culpable ; it is

their Situation alone that is to be blamed. But
were we willing to admit all, and more than

he urges in Favour of this hypothetical inland

Commerce, in the Name of Heaven what Ar-
gument does this furnifh for the Neceffity of

keeping Canada ? Thefe Ohio Countries never

compofed any Part of Canada ; nor was any
Part of No'-oa Scotia included in it. Is it for

want of Territory that he is pleafed to claim

Canada? Our old PofTeffions, and our reco-

vered Rights in North America, contain Land
for railing Hemp and raw Silk fufficient, not

only for our own Market, but equal to what
is exported in the Courfe of Trade from and
to all the Parts of the known World. Thefe
old PoflefTions and recovered Rights, inde-

pendent of Canada, contain a Territory ex-

tending on the Coaft upwards of 1500 Miles

in Length, and in many Places 600 wkhin
Land. A Territory as large as France, Spain

and Germany taken together, and much more
than

* Viil. Donplas's North America, pag, 332. vol, ii»

N.B. This 'v3 a Norlh Arneiican Writer.



[ 8. ]

than fufHclent for the Support of at leaft thirty

Millions of Inhabitants, poffibly as many Sub-
jed:s as our Prudence ought to defire, becaufe

they are as many as our Strength will enable

us to govern. Notwithftanding this immenfe
Extent of Territory, to hear this Writer, one
would imagine, we were confined to feme
pitiful Rock of a few Acres, and flifled for

want of Elbow Room :

/Ejluat infelix angufio Ihnite Mimdi,
JJf Gyari claufus fcopulis, par'vaque Seripho,

To conclude this Point, 1 think three Things
very evident ; firft, that Inland Colonies can

never prove in any confiderable Degree bene-

ficial to our Commerce; fecondly, that, inde-

pendent of Cajiaddy we have Land more than

fufficient for every Sort of Produdl, which the

moil fanguine Schemid can imagine; and laft-

ly, that if we were deficient in Extent of Ter-
ritory, yet Canada proper lies in a Climate ab-

folutely incapable of furnifliing any one of the

Commodities they pretend to raife. And jufl

to add aWord further, let the Reader rccolledt

that, allowing all they lay to be probable, it

is built on Ideas merely fpecnlative, and not

fupported by a fingle ex:.ling Facl:.

I pafs then from the Confideration of Cj-
nada as an Eftablifhment of Profit, to confider

its Value as an Eftablifhment ot Defence ; for

this Writer does not fpeak of Quiada (o much
as an ufeful Acquifition, as an Acquifition

abfolutely necellary ; he does not fay that

without this Country wc ftaould have a weaker
Security, but that without it, our Colonics

M can
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can have no Security at all. This Propofi-

tion he is plealed to affertin all the wild Lati-

tude of the Writer whofe Advocate he is*

Let us fee how he fupports it.

In order to ihew, that nothing lefs than the

intire PofTeffion of Canada could provide for

the Security of our Colonies in North America,

it was neceflary he fliould have iirfl (hewn
that they were in Danger, becaufe the Ex-
tent and Nature of the Security mud always

depend on the Nature and Extent of the

Danger.

This Point, one would think, in every Ar-
gument, which but pretended to Regularity,

ihould have been firfl folidly eftabliihed 3 fo

far were they however from producing a Danger
fufficient to juftify this extravagant Alarm which
they had raifed, that the Author of the /??-

tereft opens his Caufe by admitting, that in

Fad: we are not expofed to any Danger of

Moment; becaufe he confeiTes that * ^^ in North
*' America we are a far greater continental

*' as well as naval Power than France-, and
*' that only Cowardice or Ignorance can fubjedl

" our Colonies there to a ivf;7fy6 Conqueft."

On what Ground therefore does he build his

Syftem of the abfolute indlfpenfible Neccffity

of this Acquifition of all Canada^ Why, upon

a Diflindion ! he diftinguifhes Security, and

confequentlyDanger, into three Kinds; the firfl

Security is that from Conquefl:, from all Appre-
henfions of which you fee he is pleafed to relieve

us;the fecond Security is that from Moleflation

by
Vid. Int. Col. Pag. 16.
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by Savages; the third is a Security from another

American War.
The fecond Point h that which he

principally labours. Heobferves,and very juiily,

that the American Savages make War not like

Armies, but like Robbers ; that Forts are no

more Security againft their IncurfionSjthanthe-f*

Tower of London is againfl Highwaymen, and

that thev will be incited to thefe Incurflons,

and confequently that our Colonies cannot

have this Security, as long as the French have

any footing in North America.

But notwithftanding the important, and

terrible Light, in which thefe fcattered Gangs
of Robbers are reprefented by fome of our po-

litical Writers, the beft informed amongft

thefe Writers, as well as the loudeft on this

very Topic, has been pleafcd to furnidi us with

fuch Fa6ls, as prove demonftrably that the

Indiana have never been able materially to

check the Population, or to impair the Com-
merce,ofour moft cxpofed Colonies. For he has

fhewn that tlie People of thefe Colonies, inde-

pendent of foreign Rcciuits, double themfclves

in twenty-five Years. The moft; undillurbed

Tranquility could not have been productive of

a greater Population ; and I much doubt whe-

ther we have an Example of any thing like

it in any other Part of the Globe.

M 2 This

f Int. Col. p. 12. " J-ong Exprricnce has taught our
*' Puviters that they ca?i!:ot rely on Forts as Security againji

** Indians. The Inhalntans of Hackney vught as ivcil rely

*' upon the Toiver c/' London to fccure them agoinji Highway-
** men and Honfe-lreakcrs"
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This he has {hewn to he the State of Popu-
lation in the Colonies before the War, and he

has not told us that it has fuffered any confide-

rable Alteration fince. On this Point he gives

us nothing particular. But, to make amends,

he has fhewn that with regard to their Trade,

the favageWar, far from having put them back,

has not been able to keep them at a Stand, or

to prevent their advancing to a very fudden,

and very extraordinary Pitch of Profperity. He
has fhewn that thefe Colonies from the Year

1755 to the Year 1758, (the very Period of

thefe favage Incurfionsj have increafed in their

Import Trade much more than in any three

Years of the profoundeft Peace ; nor has their

Export lefTened, it has rather improved.

Thefe Fa(5ls prove beyond all Contradidiion,

either that thefe remote back Settlements

fuffered very little in the War, or that their

Suffering can very little affecft the commercial

Profperity of our continental Colonies, I do
not by any means attribute this Profperity to

that Suffering. It is clear that this Augmen-
tation of their Trade is folely owing to the

War, the moft lucrative Event that ever hap-
pened to America, In the laft Year 500,000 /,

in Specie was remitted to North America^ for

extraordinary Services. But it is "equally clear,

that the Deftrudion of the back Settlements

has not been able to prevent the War from
operating mod: amazingly in their Favour j and
whatever may be faid of the Indian Crutkies,

(and
* Vid. Inter- Pa gv 35:
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(and they are certainly terrible) If we fet the

Advantages of their Trade in Peace, againft

their Cruelties in Time of War, it will be

found that this People have on the whole ra-

ther contributed to extend our Settlements into

the remote Countries, than to reftrain them 3

and I can fcarce* conceive, fuppoiing it a Mat-
ter of more Conlideration to us than it is,

how our Colonies in this Tim^ could, if no

fuch People had exifted, have extended them-

felves much beyond their prefent Limits, the

maritime Parts being naturally iirft peopled.

I fhall however permit thefe Gentlemen to

lay what Weight they will upon this Danger ;

and even contrary to Truth, fuppofe the

Danger not to be reciprocal to us and to

the Frcnfh. But then it becomes incumbent

on them to fhew, that, by their Scheme
of poflefTing all Canada, they will provide

the neceffary Security they have always

contended for. On this, which is the Affir-

mative, the material. Part of the Queftion,

and the true Point of the Argument, they have

abfolutely quitted the Field, after having ad-r

vanced no further than, and indeed fcarce fo

far as to, a naked Aflertion.

They advanced no further, however fur-

prlfing it may feem, for a very good Reafon.

They faw plainly enough that, if the greateft

and mofl decided Superiority could be conli-

dercd as a Security, we had that Security even

before
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before the War
-f-^

they faw that, by the Efta

blifliment of our jufl Limits in Nova Scotia,
^

on the Ohio, and the Lakes, without at all in-

cluding French Cmiada^ that Security would
have been at leaft doubled ; and that we (hould

have been put into Pofleffion of every ftrong

and important Pafs in North America, They
faw all this, and were fenfible,at the fame time,

that, in order to prove the Neceffity, of acquir-

ing Canada^ they had been obliged to lay down
a Principle of Security, to which the Acquilltion

of Canada would be full as inadequate as the

very Syftem they condemned : their Principle

was, that whilft the French bordered on us in

any Part, v/e could enjoy no Security. Had
they attempted therefore to fliew the Affirma-

tive Part, that Canada was an effedual Provifion

againft this Danger, they knew they mufl refort

to thofe very Arguments, which they had all

along oppofed, and that the Weaknefs of their

Scheme would appear at the very firfl: Glance,

unlefs they could prove that Canada was all

NorthAmerica, for on no other Suppofltion was

theirSecuriiy to be had.They therefore thought

it fafer intirely to evade this Difcuffion, though

they had been exprefsly challenged to it ; hop-

ing that the Publick would take it for granted,

that

j-The ftrange Pofitlons, advanced on this matter, render

it neceffary to remind the Reader that it was not the Dan-
ger of our Colonies, but the Encroachments on our Rights

which occafioned theWar. Rights, which however remote

or inconfiderable, it would not have Anted the Dignity of

our Crown tamely to have iecn invaded ; but no publick

Ack mentioned, and no private Man of Senfe ever thought

of Danoer.
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that thofe, who had fhewed themfelves fo ex-

tremely alarmed at the Danger of the Colonies

as to forget every other Confideration, had
been wife enough to provide effecftually for

their Security. No Perfon living having there-

fore faid a fingle Word in Proof of this Pro-

pofition, that Canada really gave the Securiy,

they required j and it being, I am very fure,

far enough from felf-evident, I might be fup-

pofed exempted from the Trouble of a Refu-
tation. But in order to give an intire Satisfac-

tion to the Reader, I fhall intreat his Patience

a little longer on this Point.

The great Strefs of the Argument is laid,

as he will obferve, upon our Danger from the

favage * Incurfions, and here it is proper that

thofe, who have not very attentively ftudied

the Affairs ol America, fliould be apprifed, that

our Colonies in common with the Colonies

of all other European Nations, thofe of Spain

,

Portugal, and Holland^ have from their firfl

Settlement been liable to fome Moleftation

from the aboriginal Savages of that Country.

This is an Inconvenience to which fuch Colo-

nies are, and ever mud in fome Degree be

fubjedt, as long as thofe favage Nations con-

tinue to exift J and no Meafures whatever can

effe(ftually remove it.

But ii- it is proper that this Inconvenience

fliould be fairly laid before the Reader, it is

no lefs proper that he fliould be informed of
other Particulars equally true ; firft, that the

Danger to us from thcfe Incurfions is by no

Means
* Vid. Int. Col. p. 5. ct paiTim.
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Means (o great as thefe Writers afFecl to repre-

fent ; nor have the Frencb Indians been uni-

formly noxious to us and ufefal to the French,

On the contrary, we have fometimes made
thefe very Savages extremely ufefui to us againft

the French -, and we have more than once, by
means of thefe very Savages, brought the

Freftch Colony of Canada to the very Brink of

Deftru(ftion. And, Secondly, That be the

Danger of what Magnitude they pleafe, they

have never fhewn that Canada will prove any

fort of Security againft the Danger from the

Indians,

With regard to the firft Point, feme pecu-

liar and ftriking Manners, an odd and lingular

Mode of Expreffion in their Harangues, fome
horrid Cruelties in their Way of making War,
have rendered the Affairs of thofe People

more affecting to us, than their real Importance

in the American Syftem at all deferves. The
favage Manners ftrike powerfully on the Ima-

gination, and are therefore an excellent In-

ftrument in the Hands of defigning People. I

know that the unhappy Sufferers by the In-

dian Barbarity are worthy of great CompaiHon ;

but I know too, that this Compaffion ought not

to pervert our Judgment, or alarm us out of

all common Senfe and all rational Coniidera-

tion of our Intereft. Notwithflanding the tre-

mendous Accounts which have ixov^ Time to

Time filled our News Papers, on the bed In-

formation I have been able to derive from a

very diligent Enquiry, the Damage done in

North Americay in comparifon of the Terror it

3 has
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has occafioned, has been altogether trifling. An
Ificiia?2 Enemy i the Novelty once removed, is as

contemptible for his Weaknefs as he is odious

for his Cruelty ; and it might be eafily proved,

that all the People killed from one End of
j^merica to the other, in thefe favage Excur-
iions, before the current Year, did not amount
to the Number flain in one (harp Skirmifh in

Germany ; fuch a Skirmifh as for the Lofs of it

they would have fhewn no kind of publick

Concern here at Louden, or for the Advantage
in which we fhould not hght a fingle Win-
dow.

But this fo dreaded Race of Men, to the

Confideration of whom we are to pollpone

all our other Interefl:, are not only extremely

divided, and many of them adually fighting

for us, but they are even now only few in

Number. Our Traders wage a mofl: deflruc-

tive and uninterrupted War on them ia the

Commerce of Spirituous Liquors, by which
they feverely retaliate all the Murder which the

Barbarity of the Savages inftigates them to

commit. Thus by their Vices, their Ignorance,

their inconvenient Manner of Life, and their

Cruelty, which is not executed folely upon
their Evroptan Neighbour , they are lo ex-

tremelv reduced and decay fo prodigioufly (I

had almofl laid incredibly) hi ft, that it is pro-

bable in half a Century they mufl difippear

from the Neighbourhood of ourColonies.True-

ly it is curious enough to obferve, that when
thele People were ten times more numerous
than they arc at prcfent, and in every Reipcd?

more terrible, the Inhabitants of cur Colonies,

N at
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at that Time comparatively very few, aWays
fpoke and wrote of them, with the greateffc

Contempt ; and now, when the' hidians as

well as the Fre?ich are greatly reduced, when
the very Country, which fome of the

mod dreaded of thofe Nations inhabit, was,

on the Terms of our original Right, to be put

into our Hands to fortify as we pleafed, then all

of a fudden the Colonies are reprefented as in

the utmoft Terror and Conflernation. Then
they are expofed to Burnings, Waftlngs, and

Murders of Men, Women, and Children, and

we have done abfolutely nothing for them
while the French polTefs Canada.

I am, however, willing for Argument,

to admit the Power of thefe pitiful Savages to be

as great as the Gentlemen pleafe ; to ajlowjthat,

in fpite of our ftrong Eftablifliment in their

Country, they will continually and unanimoufly

pel feverein the Fr^;?^/6 Intereft. Iwillfuppofethat

they havefo little ofWifdom or ofhuman Nature,

that they will pertinacioufly court an unfortu-

nate and ruinous Alliance. Yet if the Plan pro-

pofed by thefe Gentlemen will deliver them
from the Fear udiich they pretend; If their De-
mands, extenfive as they are, v/ill come upin any

Degree to tlieir Principles ; I am very ready at

once to adopt their Scheme. On this Point, I

am willing to join IQue, and here to refl the

whole Con trover fy.

And firfl:, I muft obferve, that the

ingenious Author of the Intereji has no

where attempted to prove, that, in Cafe the

French were wholly removed not only out of

Canada^ but out gf the World 3 we fliould be

thereby
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thereby fecured from the Ravages and Incur-

fions of the Indians. He knows too well that

thefe People have many Motives and Induce-

ments to War, independent of the Influence

of French Politicks j and he is too well verfed

in our Colony Hiflory, not to remember that

we have been engaged in many of our greateft

Indian Wars, at Times when we had no Rea-

fon to fufpecH:, that the Indian Hoftilities were

at all provoked by French Councils.

This Writer is fo fully fatisfied of the In-

fufficiency of the CelTion of Caiiada to guard

againfl the only Danger he is pieafed to al-

ledge, that he is obliged to fly to that very

Security, the abfolute Infufficiency of which

he had before fo pofitively, and, indeed, fo very

juflly alTerted; and he contends that we mufl

even maintain * Forts and Garrifons to awe the

7;2^/Az;7j,though Canada {l:iould be yielded to us.

I would befeech thofe, who take Pains to

exaggerate Diforders which they know to be

incurable, with intent to recommend political

Noftrums which they know to be infuflicientjto

recolIe(^V, that whenever Gz-'?^^^ becomes a Bri-

tiJJj Colony, it becomes from that Moment in-

titled to our Care and Protedtion, as much as

any other of our Settlements ; to rccolleLl: that

the remote Ejiglifi Settlers in our Colony of

Canada^ will alfo be cxpuied as much or more

than any of the rcfl:, on its immenfely extend-

ed Frontier, to the Attacks of hundreds of fa-

vage Nations, to very many of which we have

N 2 been

* Vid. Int. of Col. p. 1 3.
" Iivould not be tind.rflood to der.y

** thaty if we ntaln i^.\n:\d:'.) fome/c:v Forts nil! it ofufiC^
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been hitherto Strangers, and againfl which
this Country of Canada^ when it was in the

Hands ofFr^/ZiT^,was fome fort of Outwork to us.

Some of thefe Nations may probably be under

tbe Influence of the Fr^/zrZ), fome under that of

the Spaniards^ others under an Influence per-

haps iiill more dangerous, their own parti-

cular Ambition, their own Refentment, or

their own favage O-^price. So that the boaft-

ed Remedy has only fhifted the Seat, and by no
Means removed the Caufe, of the Diilemper,

Beiides, let us not forget, thai a great Part

of our old Colonies, a great Part of Virginia^

the two CaroUnaSi and Georgia^ are in them-
felves much the weakcfl, and much the moft

valuable, of all our Colonies on that Continent,

and are bordered by miKh the ftrongeft ot the

favage Tribes ; the ten Nations on the Ohio,

,thofe of the Creeks, and the Cberokees, Chica-

fawSy Cha^cws^ whom we know to have been
not at all intimidated by the Reduction of all

Cafiada, from carrying on a cruel, and, for fome
time, fuccefsful War againft us. Thus we
have been furniflied with a flriking Proof of

the Infufficiency of this fantaftical Hypothefis,

almoft as foon as it was publifhed.

There is another Sort of Security mention-
ed by this Writer of the hitet'eji, the Security

of never having another American War. A Se-

curity with which he may, without any Dif-

tur'oance from me, amufe himfelf, and thofe

who chufe to be diverted with this Kind of

Speculations, But thofe, who reafon from
Experience,
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Experience, and confider from what Caufes this

laft American War arofe, will laugh at fuch an

abfurd Expedlation, Whoever examines the

Anfwer of * England to the Ultimatum of

France^ will fee that the new Bounds of Canada

will admit of as manyDifcuflions,whenever the

French fhall chufe to enter into them, as our

old Bounds in Nova Scotia, and on the Ohio,

and that, independent of all thefe Difficulties,

the real Limits of our Southern Colonies are

yet further from an accurate Adjuftment than

thofe of our Northern.

There is nothing more painful than to be

driven to maintain anArgument,where you have

Reafon to think your Antagonift is not quite

feriou?. After all this Reafoning, does this

Gentleman ferioufly, or does any Man what-

ever in good Earneft believe, that if the French^

broken as they have been in this War, were in

the Conclufion of it confined within the real

Bounds of Canada, and that we poffelled the

whole vaft Country of No-va Scotia, and all

the Country of Ohio, that our Colonies could

be in any real Danger from the Attempts of

the French f Does he not on the contrary

believe, or rather is he not fully convinced, that

the true and real Danger would lie wholly

upon tile Side oi i\\c French -, and that on

breaking out of a War between the two
Crowns,

* N° 28. Fr. Hift Mem. Art. 2. " A: to what refpecis

*' the Line drawn from Kio per (.Hilo, ivhh regard to the

*' Linnts <?/" Louifiana, his Alajejty is obliged to rejed it.**

And a;iain in the next Page, '* "the Line prot^ojcd to fix the

' Bounds '.f
\^o\x\'[\iLWX cannot he aumiited."
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Crowns, they muft be fubjedt not only to fome
Degree of Moleilation, but to utter Ruin from
ours ; that the Attack would be moft probably*

from us, and that the French would in any
fuch War gladly compound for a Neutrality ?

But this being a Sort of Confideration not

much pufned by the Writers, and addrefTed

only to the Politicks of the moO: uninformed

Vulgar, I ihall not infill upon it.

In a Word, the Security derived from an

irreiiftible Superiority, it is on all Hands ad-

mitted we might have had, without Canada^

the Security agalnfl all Poffibility of an In-

vafion, we have not with Canada^ in its utmoft

Extent, and a Security on the extravagantPrin-

ciples, on which Canada was claimed by all the

Writers for it, which was in Effed: nothing

Jefs than, that we fhould have no Neighbours,

we neither could have with Canada, and Loiii^

Jiana^ nor with all America, nor indeed with

any thing fliort of univerfal Empire. The
Foundations upon which thefe Writers built

their Syflem, were laid in the mod unbound-
ed, and unbecoming Ambition. The Value

of the Demands they made in Conlequence of

thofe extravagant Principles, was pitiful, and

ridiculouily low, and fuch as provided for no
one national Advantage of the leaftlmportance.

Theirs was juft the Reverfe of an intelligent

Policy, in which, the Pretences ought to be as

moderate, and the Acquiiitions as advanta-

geous as polTible.

I muft repeat the Caution I ufed at the

Beginning of this Part of my Difcgurfe : I

do
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do not propofe that Canada fhould not be ac-

quired, I only propofe that the real Value

of this Acquifition fliould be known. The
French have made no Difficulty of furrender-

ing all Canada. I am heartily glad (thou^rh

I am no Way furprifed) that they did not;

becaufe it puts an End to a Difpute, in which
Paffion on one Side would have been heavy
enough to have over-ballanced any Weight of
Reafon on the other. Canada may be of feme
Advantage to us. I muft confefs I do not

know what that Advantage is. But whatever

it may be, I conceive we have paid the full

Price for it, not only in Regard to the Value
of the Objedts exchanged, but alfo in Regard
to the Situation of thofe Objects, at the Time
of the Exchange.

The Equivalent which France demanded for

her Guarantee of Canada was a Participation

in the two North American Fiflieries : that on
the Banks of Neivjounclland^ and that in the

Gulph of St. LaiDrence. It muft be obferved,

that thefe are two dlftind: Fifheries : and that

they are always confidered as dillincfl in our

Memorials ^

.

Either of thofe Fiflieries, merely as an Ob-
je(5l of Value, and wholly independent of its Si-

tuation at the opening this Treaty (when, as the

Reader may oblerve, they were both in our Pof-

feffion) wouldl believe generally have palled as a

very fufficient Indemnification for Canada. But
we admitted the Propofal oi France for both cf

iheieFilheries j annexing only the Condition of

her

N^ 28. Art. 4. Hift. Mem. of theNeg.
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her deftroving the Harbour of Dunkirk con-

formably to the Treaties o^ Utrecht and Aixla
Ckapeile. Even with this Condition, I appre-^

hend, the Bargain was ftill infinitely in the

Favour of brance. Whether the Conceflion

was very mortifying to them as they afferted,

I kn w not, nor do I think that their Feehngs

conftirute any Part of our Intereft. They
certainly loft very little by that Condition:

and I think it is as certain that we have gained

nothing by it.

Becaufe^r/^ *, they did not agree to deftroy

the trading Harbour, which was included in

their Obligation under the ninth Article of the

Treaty of Utrecht,

Secondly, they refufed to ere<fl a Dam
-f*

againfttheSea ; aWork to which they had been

obliged after the Peace abovementioned, and
without which the Harbour cannot be deftroyed.

thirdly, 'hey infifted that the J Cunette

fliould be left ftanding to preferve the Health

of the inhabitaiiir;, which was exactly the Pre-

tence upon which they before evaded the

intire Demolition of that Harbour under the

Treaty of Utrecht j|.

The

* N'' 27. Fr. Hift. Mem. Art. 4. ^^ H'lS Maje/Iy willleave
*' the trading Harbour.'" And Vid. Occafional VVriter, Cafe of

Dunkirk con^i^extA., p. •95,aiid3CO.
\ Pag. 59. of Fr. Hi'T. Mem. anc Pag. 312, 319, 322,

of the Occarional Wrlti r.

X No. 29. An. 4. Fr. Hift. Mem. " But the Cunette
** JhciU he left Handing round the Placefor the Salubrity of the

" Jirr

II
Vid. 301, 2. Occafional Writer.
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The Harbour of Dunkirk would therefore

have been only nominally deftroyed. But
whether it was to be deflroyed nominally or

really is, it is now apparent, a Matter of little

Confequence j but I think our again making
a Point of it, after having in two Treaties ex-

perienced the Inefficacy of fuch Stipulations,

was not a Matter of Indifference ; but in many
Refpe(5ts a moft unfortunate Meafure. This

Part of the Treaty, inftead of fettling any thing,

will only give rife to daily and hourly Dif-

cufTions ; and it has opened an inexhauftible

Source of Contention, the inevitable Confe-

quence of which mufl: be, either a fliameful

renouncing of a national Point, or the invol-

ving us in a new War for an infignificantObjetft.

If we had confulted our P>.eafon, we muft
have known that no People will ever exe-

cute faithfullv, the total Deftrucftion of one of

their own Places, when the Execution de-

pends wholly upon themfelves, when the Place

remains in their own Pofl'elTion, and when
they have received their Confideration, previous

to the Performance on their Side -, and if we
had confulted Experience, we (liould have

feen that this has been hidierto exa(ftly the

Cafe of Trance with Regard to Diuikirk^ not-

withftanding the exprefs Stipulations Mi two
Treaties, that of Utrecht and that of yJix la Cla-

pelle. But what has rendered our admitting

this Sort of Demolition among the Equiva-

lents peculiarly unfortunate is, that when the

O French
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French have found that Dunkirk forms (o lead-

ing a Part in our Syfcera of Poiitickfe, they

will (as it is alwciys in their Power" by putting
'

forward or by lafpending this Work, by pre-

tended Demolitions, and by real Efiabiifhments

of their Harbour, continually play upon our

Pafiions, and in the fame Manner as they have

now, they will for the future oblige us to

purchafe the fiime ineffed:ual Stipulation by

the Ceffion of (ome Object of real Importance.

After we have deduifled the Demolition of

Dunkirk^ (the Value of which the Reader may
judge) all tbe Remainder of the Equivalent,

which the French paid for the two Fifheries,
' contified only in the Guarantee o^ Canada. This
Equivalent, (contrary to the Bafis of the Treaty)

came ?iot cut rj^ her iiti poffidctis but out of ours^

that is, in other Vv^:srds, flie purchafed our

PofTciTions with our Money.
Jf France indeed had been In Pofleiiion of

all Canada^ inftead of being driven from every

Part of it, and we Mafters only of the Fiflieries

of Ne'wfoundland and St. Lawrence-, if in this

Situation we had admitted her to a Participation

of thefe Fiiheries in Exchange for Canada, I

allc whether any fair Arbitrator v/ould not

have confidered it as a Bargain extremely

advantacreous to I'rance ?

But when we were indifputably Maflers

both of the one, and the other of thefe

Objcds ; and by the fundamental Principle of

ihe Treaty laid dovvn by France herfelf, were

obliged to yield none of our PofTeiiions, for

I which
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which a Compenfation was not to be ma.ie

from hers 'y if then we admitted her to take

the Fiflieries which were in our Pofieflion,

in Compenfation for Canaddy which was alfo

in our PolTeflion, would not (I won't fay any
Arbitrator, but would not) any Advocate for

France, admit our Proceeding to be governed

by a Spirit of Generofity hitherto unexampled
in the Deahngs between Nation and Nation?

Having in this Manner fettled the A'ortb

American Account (upon her own Principles)

wholly to her Advantage, would it have been
inconfiftent with the lofticfl Dignity on the Side

of FrafJCCj or the moft diffident Humility on
ours, would it have (liocked any reafonable,

decent, or conciliatory Principle, if we were to

haveafked inourTurnfome Advantage, infome
of the Equivalents, in fome one Part or other

of the World? Might not this Plan have been
propofed ; that they fhould take BclleiJIe for

Miiiorca? That we fliould have given them,
what they required, and it was not an unrea-

fonable Requeft, Se?iegal or Goree, for their

German Conquefts ; and when we permitted

them to retain St. Lucie ^ which tho' com-
prehended in their uti pojjidetis was our Right,

ou*ht not they to have permitted us in ourTurn
to xtld^mGnadaloupe? And if this did not feem to

them a juft Equivalent; if we had added to the

CefTion of StX.vaVjthereft of the neutral Iflands

(which to them might be of fome Advantage)
could the French Negotiator himfelf pretend

to deny, that as in North America we had avflcd

a very generous, fo in the Wcjl-lndics we avftcd

O 2 at
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at lead a very moderate Part ? Could he fay

that we had quitted the Bails of the Nego-
tiation, but when the quitting of it was clear-

ly to the Advantage of France F Surely he
could never fay, with any Appearance of Truth,

that we affumed a defpotic Air, that we fpoke

in the Tone of Conquerors, or that we had
made any harfli offenfive Ufe of our Vic-

tories
J and yet this Syftem, fo refpedtable for

its Moderation, would not have coil: us one
Penny of Trade or of Revenue. It would
have fatisfied the Partizans both of North

Aniericajiy and V/ejl-IndiP^n Acquifition, and
the Day the Peace was concluded, it would
have added to our EiigliJJj and North American

Trade, a Source of Wealth cheaply valued at a

Million a Year. Let the Reader compare the

Effe(fl of this Scheme with that flated in the

jixtieth Page of this Treatife.

1 know not by what Fatality it is, but I

fcarce remember a Treaty which has been in

any confiderable Degree advantageous to this

Nation, except that with Spain in 1670, by

which our Right to Jamaica was confirmed.

By that Treaty we poiTefs at this Day a Trade
worth within a Trifle of Eleven hundred

ihoufand Pounds a Year. The Peace of

Utrecht was certainly a bad one, compared
with the Advantages which we might reafon-

ably have expefled. Yet even thisTreaty was not

wholly unlucrative to the Nation ; for we ac-

quired by thatTreaty one half of thefmalllfland

oi St:Cbrijlopkerr£\\t Sale of Lands in that half

C'A



[ lOI ]

of the Ifland produced 90,000 1. which came
to the Credit of the Nation, and appears upon
the public Accounts j a Sum ten times greater

than all the Poffeffions we (hould have retain-

ed in the late Treaty would have paid us in a

Century. To fay nothing of the Trade of
that Part of the Ifland, which is worth above

104,0001. annually J whereas the Trade of

all our intended Acquifitions in 1761, if com-
pared with the Charge of keeping them, is

a good deal worfe than nothing.

I am far from thinking that no Sacrifices

ought to be made to the general Peace of
Europe. No Man, I believe, is inhuman or

unpolitic enough to advance fo cruel an Ab-
furdity ; but becaufe we are to make iome Sa-

crifice, are we carefully to felcdt for that Sa-

crifice the faireft and fatteft of all our Flock ?

the only Objeft we had acquired during the

War, which we are pofitlvely able to fay is of
the leafl commercial Benefit to us ? And is

Tycince^ to whom Peace is. probably as necef-

fary as it is to us, is France to make no Sacri-

fice on her Side, but of Objeds which fhe

muft contefs, and which we know are no
way beneficial to her ? The Events of War
are in themfelves of very little Confequence.

The Vidors and the Vanqui(hed are nearly

equal Lofers both in Men andTrcature. The
Terms of Peace are what dilcriminate the

Fortune of contending Nations j and whoever
may have won the Battles, thofe only> have
the Advantage of the War, whofe Refourccs

after it, aic the largeft, and the moll entire ;

and
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and I defy any Man to fhew one Tnflance m
which that Plan of Peace, which we have

examined, would have added one Penny to

ours, or have detra^fted one Penny from the

Refources of Fra?2ce.

And here, I hope, it will not be thought

afluming, that I take the Liberty humbly, but

earneftly, to recommend it to the ferious Con-
fideration of our Superiors, whether at the

End of a glorious indeed, but moil expenfive

War, which has laid fo heavy a Burthen upon
our Revenue, and our Credit, it ought not to

be one Objed:, at leaft, of our Attention, to find

in our Conquefts lomething which might
enable us to leO'cn, or to bear the enormous
Weight of our Debt. The very juft Dread of

increaling which yet further, when we have

added nothing to our Refjurces, may one day

be a Means of binding down our victorious

Arms 5 and may even difable, or at leaft dif-

hearten us, from the Vindication of our jufteft,

and moft important Rights. And 1 would
fubmit it, with all due Deference, to better

Judgments, whether we ought not to delibe-

rate a little, before w^e venture to throw out of

our Hands anAcquifition worth atthisMoment
above 600,000 I. a Year to our dii e(fl B?'itijtj

Trade; and whether we ought to think our-

felves fufficiently indemnified for the Expence
of this very chargeable V/ar, by fpeculative

Projects of Commerce, in Places which never

enjoyed any Trade ; and by Speculations for

Security in Places, which were never in any

Danger.

POST-
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POSTSCRIPT.

THE foregoing Examination is confined

to the State of Affairs during the Period

of the firfl Negotiation. Of the Plan, which
is purfued in the prefent, the Author pro-

fefles himfelf totally ignorant ; but, whether

his Reafonings are invalidated or ftrengthened

by the Events, which have happened fince the

Period he treats of, he fubmits without any

new Argument to the Reader's Judgment,
thinking that Matter tolerably evident.

A great Part of the Negotiation, which Is

the Subjefl of the foregoing Difcourfe, turned

upon Equivalents and Exchanges. It becaine

therefore neccffary to examine, withx-lttention,

into the real Value of the feveral Obje(fls,whicb,

on that Occalion, had been ballanced againft

each other ; and he did not think this Exami-
nation had been made, at lead in any Piece he

had the Fortune to fee, fo fully and fo ac-

curately, as the Subje^ll feemed to require.

In the Memorials, by which the late Nego-
tiation was carried on, the Equivalents are

fometimes (o confounded and huddled toge-

ther, that it is not always eafy to difcern, what
pai ticular
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particular Obje<5t is fet again ft another; but

the original Propofals of theDuke deChoifeuho

our Minifter at Paris, and the Recapitulation

at the End of the Hiftorical Memorial, enable

us to decompound this mixed Mafs, and to fee

the Value, which was fet upon each diftindt

Objedl.

The Author has had frequent Occafion to

mention fome political Writers j but, in oppo-

fing their Sentiments, he has not fhewn any

perfonal Difrefpetfl. He entertains the high-

eft Opinion of their Parts, though he cannot

forbear thinking, that, from a Mifconception

of the true Merits of the Queftion, they have

for fome time contributed extremely to miilead

the public Opinion j and he hopes the Rea-

der will remark one Thing in his Favour.

Diffident of his own, and warned by the ill

Succefs of much greater, Abilities, he has not

ventured to entertain him with any political

or commercial Speculations ; for he will never

allow thofe Opinions to be called Speculations,

which he fupports by prefent exifting Fads,

by Cuftom-houfe Entries, and other the moft

authentic Vouchers ; thefe he gives in the

Detail, and every Reader of common Senfe,

and common Attention, is capable of forming

a Judgment upon them ; and he defires to be

heard no longer than while he fpeaks from

them. He hopes in return that the Public

will
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will not admit as Anfwcrs to his Fadls any loofc

unfupported Rcafonings, however ingenious

they may be ; nor permit the State of the

Queflion to be changed, or one Thing fubfti-

tuted for another. If fuch Pradices had never

been admitted in the Difculfion of this Que-
flion, he is convinced the Public could never

have been diverted from the ancient funda-

mental Maxims o{ Britijh Policy ; Maxims to

which we owe all our prefent Profperity, and

the Attention to which at this great Crifis,

mufl determine no contemptible Part of

Great Britains future Fortune and Impor-

tance.

If, notwithftanding the Corrccftions, which
the Favour of the Public has given the Au-
thor an Opportunity of making, in a fecond

Edition, any Inaccuracies ftill remain, it is

hoped that fuch a Misfortune will be confi-

dered as alm.oft unavoidable, in the Manage-
ment of an Argument upon fovery comprehen-
iive a Subjeift in fo narrow a Compais. This,

however, he thinks he may llill affert, that

no Millakes, which he may have fallen into,

can in the lenll tend to invalidate his Rca-

fonings : Quite othcrwife ; his Omifiions are

far more numerous than his Miftakes ; and

thefe Omillions confill in his not having

pufhed to their full Extent the Advantages

vvith which his Fads fupplied him.

In ftating the particular Value of Gtia-

daloupe^ he has been no lefs defedive in

P many
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many Things, which might tend to fet the

Importance of that Acquifition in its proper

Light : For an Inftance of this, he begs Leave
to lay before the Reader a comparative View
of the Trade of that Illand, even in the imr
perfed: State in which it flood immediately

after its Redudtion, and that of one of our

moft flouri(hing Colonies of North America,

immediately before the breaking out of the

prefent War. The Colony of Penfilvania is of
fuch Reputation, that he would defervedly

pafs for little better than a Madman, v^^ho

fhould deny or endeavour to diminifh the Idea

of its Importance. It is indeed a Country of
very great Extent ; one of the moft opulent,

.

populous, and growing of all our northern

Eftablirhments ; and cannot contain lefs than

200,000 Whites. This Colony in the Year

1752 took off the Value of 201,666/. 19^. iid,

in Merchandizes from England, This Demand
is certainly fufficient to eliablifh Fenfilvania in

our Opinions as a very great commercial Ob-
je(5t; but compare this Demand oi Penfihaniay

after eighty Years Settlement, with that of

Giiadaloupe in its moft imperfe(fl State, in the

Interim between its being a Conqueft and a

Colony ; in this Point of Time the Demand
for Britijh Commodities in Giiadaloupe amount-
ed to 238,000/.
Now if you compare the Demand for Brl-

tijij Commodities with the Number of Inha-

bitants in each of thefe Countries, Fenfyhania

does
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does not take off much above the Value of

20 s. a Head ; whereas the Inhabitants ofGua-

daloiipe, fuppofing the Whites to be 10,000,

take off above 23/. Sterling for each Perfon.

Upon this comparative View of their re-

fpedtive Demands from Great Bnfam -, on
what Principle can Pejifihania be confidered

as an Objed: of very great and ferious Impor-

tance to our Power and Commerce, as in com-
mon Reafon it muft be, if Guadaloupe is not

to be confidered at lead: on a Par with it ;

and in every commercial Light an Objedt of as

much Importance. This is the State, upon
the refpeftivc Demands of thefe two Countries

from Great Britain, in which Guadaloupe is

not inferior, but rather fuperior to the great

Colony of Fenfihatiia. But on a comparative

View of their refpecSlive Exports hither, the

Ballance is infinitely in Favour oi Gnadalciipe-y

the Export of the former to Great Britain

is but 22,404/. 13 J. \ d. that of the latter,

as we have feen, amounts to 630,269/. is. 9^.

above five and twenty Times the Value of that

of Fenfihania.

In this View of Export to Great Britain,

the Reader will take another compara:ivcView.

The Export of all the Colonics on the Conti-

nent which do not produce enumerated Com.-

modities, and which are the only ones truly

contralled with the Weft-Indies^ amounts to

only 70,074/. 12 5. 3^. The Reader has

jull: {t^w how little proportioned this is to that

of Guadaloupe alone.

I But
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But to carry this ftill further, the whoie
Produce of ail the North American Colonies

put together, amounts but to 648,683 /. oj. 4^0

which is but 18,413/. iij. \d. more thaa

the Returns of Cuadaloupe alone.
,
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