
r. >r

^^6



^P^OlAi
COLLECTIONS

t)OUQLAS

LibKARy

queeN's UNiveusiiy

AT kiNQSirON
Presented by
Dr. A.R.M. Lower. I965,

kiNQSTON ONTARIO CANAt)A







«ib«b«^^i«^S^9i^«^ii^M^^M^M)&M^bl^C^b«^^M(iJb

LETTER
•

T O

Mr. P**

On Occafion of his late Letter, &^c.

^fi^^^fi^^^i^i^Pgl/StgtS^t/fi^T^bf^tiigtf^^^l^





LETTER
T O

Mr. P**
On Occafion of his late

LETTER
In A N s w E R to the

REMARKS, &c.

LONDON:
Printed for J. Roberts, near the Oxford-Jrms

in Warwick-Leine. Mdcgxxx^.

B.D5A2 8_H



^C9 't-^iiio.c 3



LETTER
T O

Mr. P**

SIR,
Think it proper to acquaint
you at the Entrance of this
Letter, that I am no way
concerned in the Remarks
which your moft extraordi-

nary Letter is an Anfwer to; nor do I
know the Author ofthem : But as I think
them in the m.ain to be very jufl and true
as well as writ with Life and Spirit, fo I
am one of thofe who have read them with
much pleafure. But it is not the De-
fence of them that calls me forth; the
Author, Fm perfuaded, is very able to

-A. 3 defend
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cefend himfelf : It is to exprefs my Re-
fentment of your fcandalous Ufage of

two great Princes, your Sovereigns ; 'tis

to vindicate the Charader of their Mini-
fter from your barbarous Treatment of

him; 'tis to affert the Juftice and Wif^
dom of the Parliament which you have

infulted with fo much Indignity : In

Ihort, it is to bear my Teftimony in De-
fence of the Government, againft the

vile Imputations with which you have,

in the rnoft infolent manner, arraigned

the publick Meafures for fixteen Years

paft, that I have taken up my Pen. I

have given a good deal of Attention to

the publick Affairs for all thofe Years,

and many more, and have had fome
fiiare in the Friendfhip of the Minifters

who have had the chief Management of
them, for a great part of the late, as

well as in the prefent Reign ; and from
thence am able, upon my own Memory
and Knowledge, to fet many things

right, which you have in your Letter ve-

ry groilly mifreprefented. I call it yourSy

not only becaufe it carries in it through-

out the moft evident Marks of its true

Author, but becaufe I really think you
would take it ill to have it thought to

come from any other Hand. And it

muft I confefs be allowed to be a very

extraor-
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extraordinary Performance, and unan-^
fwerahle in its kind

; you having made
choice of a way of writing, in which vou
are by much an over-match for any Man
that is a Gentleman.
You feem, Sir, to think it a Crime

to write with Temper, and that it is an
unreafonable Reftraint upon a Genius
fuch as yours, to keep within the Bounds
ofDecency and Good-manners : To give
the freer vent to your Paffions, and from
a Difdain to encounter with an unknown
Adverfary, you take ahbcrtyof afcribino-
things to Perfons who you know did not
write them. Thus you make the Mini-
fter you want to be revenged on, Author
of the Remarks^ tho* yourfelf confels
you know he abfoluteJy difowncd it

.; he
dilbwned not only the writing of' the
Remarks, but that he fo much as favv
them before they were in Print : But yet
he muft be made the Author, in order to
excufe the Barbarity with which you re-
folved to treat him, and which you are
confcious nothing elfe could excufe. But
with what Succefs? By this extraordi-
nary Performance you have fixed your
own Character more effectually than the
Author of the Remarks, or any other
Writer could poflibly have done ; and
that in the worft part of it, as a Man of

furious
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furious Paflions, of infatiable Ambition,
and of a Temper revengeful and impla-

cable beyond Example ; and that there

is nothing lb vile and bale you will not

delcend to, to gratify it. You have con-

vinced the World that you are a falfe

Friend ; that no body can converfe with

you in confidence ; that you can, with-

out any Provocation, difclofe Secrets,

and betray the molt private Converfation;

a Character to the laft degree difhonour-

able. This is part of that odious Cha-
racter Mr. 'T, has by his Letter fixed up-

on himfelf, and that irretrievably : And
the truth of this he will fina every Day
he lives. But what hurt has your Libel

done the Minifter you fo furioully attack ?

It's very Virulence has made it harm-

lefs : For now we have the utmoft Ma-
lice has to fay ; and it can't but be a

great Satisfaction to his Friends to find

the Whole of what is Perfonal, when we
come to Facts, amounts to fo very little.

For, befides general Invedives and op-

probrious Language, in which by a long

Practice you have acquired a great Faci-

lity ^ befides the Calumnies of Cor;'///>//d)/i

and ^rofujion^ Weak and Wicked Mea-
fures, and fuch kind of Scandal , in

which by Implication are involved the

late and prefent King, and all their Par-

2 liaments,
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Itarnents, and the whole Government

:

Befides thele general Charges, the perfo-

nal Fads infiited on are thcfe Three

:

1. That at the Time of the Reconci-
liation between the late King and his

prefent Majefty, then Prince of PFa/es,

this Minifter, in a private Converfation

with Mr. \P. fpoke of the Prince in a

moft inlblent and contemptuous manner*
2. That when this Minifter acred as

Secretary of State one Summer while the

late King w^as at Hanover^ attended by
the two Secretaries, he took the Salary

and uiual Perquifites which belong to

the Place of Secretary.

3. That once upon a time, this Mi-
nifter, upon lome Information lie had
received of a Defign to burn his Houfe,

to be executed inch a Night, did late

that Nieht acquaint Mr. -T. beins his

next Neighbour, with it. I mention
thele Facts in the Order I intend to fpeak

to them.

What you fay upon the firft of thefe,

I muft take the Liberty to lav I don't

believe^ becaule *tis certain, that in the

Treaty about this Reconciliation, this

Minifter and his Friends would hearken

to no Accommodation for themfelves

exclufiye of the Prince, tho' that was

B ftrongly
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ilrongly infifted on by the KIng*s Minl-

Iters : This was well known to thofe whofe
Concern it was ; tho' while this Affair

was treating, there was an ablblute Ne-
ceflity of conducting it with the greateft

Secrefy, fince it is more than probable,

that if it had taken Air, it had mifcar-

ried thro' the Artifice of thole who had
no mind that unhappy Breach fhould be

made up. And for that Reafon the Se-

cret was kept till the whole was conclu-

ded. But I have other Reaibns for dif-

believing what you fay on this Head,
from the Relation yourfelf give of it

:

For you tell us, that upon this Mini-

fter's acquainting you, that a Peerage

was ftipulated for you, you anfwer'd with

great Difdain thus ; " Sir, If ever I fhould
" be mean enough to iubmit to being
" fold^ I promiie you that you fhall

" never have the felling of me.—I will

" never obtain a Peerage by any bale
" Method, or fubmit to have it got up-
" on any fuch Terms by you!' Then fol-

lows, " But iince you acquaint me with
" the Terms you have made for me,
" what are thofe you have made for the
*' Prince?'" Now is it credible, that any

Man of common Senf^^, after fuch ex-

treme Rudenefs to him for what he
thought deferyed your Thanks, Ihould

Ipeak
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fpeak to you of the Prince in the manner
you have made him, in Language that

ihould not have been ufed in any Con-
verfation, and never could be but in the

utmoft Confidence ? And what dill lel-

lens the Credit of this Relation, there

are other Things in it, which it is im-
poffible could be true : For you rcpre-

lent this Minifter, as telling you. That
he was to be at the Head of the Trea-

liiry, and that he had ftipulated for him-
felffora Share of Royalty. Now it is

mofl: ceitain, from the Fads that prefent-

ly followed upon the Reconciliation, that

neither of thofe Points were any Part of

the Stipulation : This Miniftcr was nei-

ther at the Head of the Treafurv, nor

had he any Share in the Regency. This
plainly fhows not only that this Repre-

lentation is falfe, but that you do not

give I't us from any Minutes you took

down in Writing at the Time ; and that

Malice, in this Narrative, has very ill

fupplied the Place of Memory, at the

Diftance of eleven Years ; a very long-

time to remember particularly fo long

a Converfation ; but Ibme People can re-

member juft what they pleafe, elpecially

when they think it impoilible they can

be deteded, as in this Cafe of a Convcr-^

fation between two Gentlemen, at which

B 2 no
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no third Perlbn was prcfcnt : But it of-

ten happens, as it has done here, that

Falfncod, when it can't be proved by
WitneiTes, diicovers itfelf to every dil-

cerning Eye b}^ internal Evidences.

But if this Narrative were true, what
muft the Man be, who could thus be^

tray what, if it was faid, muil: be fup-

pofcd to have been faid in Confidence?

Is any thing lo odious as a falfe Friend ?

Can any Man of Honour fee the moft

private Converiation thus fhamefuUy be-

trayed, without Abhorrence? For that

you own you did then at the Time;
that you went to the Prince, and told

him he was ibid to the King's Servants;

and this is the only Part of your Relati-

on I can certainly believe. In what
manner you rcprefented this, when it

was your Buiinel's to inflame, may eafily

be gutflcd. But to what End is this

noble Epifode here introduced into this

extraordinary Performance ? How comes

it to have a place in an Anfwer to the

Remarks? Or how does it lerve to the

Unity of the Piece? What has a Story

about icmething that paiTed eleven Years

ago, to do in a Defence of what you arc

now charged with? Why; you tell us

it is to Ihew the profound Refpect you

have for his Majcfty, in anlvver to the

Remarks
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Remarks which charge you with Difaf-

feclion. And is not this an admirable

Proof? You had great Refped for His
Majefty when Prince, about eleven Years

ago ; therefore you\have fo now. Did
you, Sir, really think this Reafoning

could pafs upon any Body ? Many Men
are lb fickle and uncertain, fo incon-

ftant and changeable, that they can't

forbear appearing in a much fhorter time
in quite different Charadters. If any
Conclufion could be drawn from what
your Behaviour was to the Prince fo ma-
ny Years ago, to what it is now to the

King, I could prove by the fame Argu-
ment, but more ftrongly, bccaufe it is

for a much fhorter time, that you now
live in great Friendfhip with the Mini-
Her, and act entirely, in all appearance

at leaft, in Conjunction with him ; for it

is not feven Years fince you did fo. But
how would the Man be miftaken that

fhould believe this ? Where muft he have
lived, who does not know, that the moft
violent Enmity, the fiercefl Oppofition,

the blackcfl: Malice, has fucceeded into

the Place of the old Friendfliip ? And
has your Oppofition to the King been
lels than that to his Minifter ? Or can

you believe any Prince, after fuch a Be-
haviour as you have fhewn for fomc

Years
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Years paft, weak enough to think you
well afFeded to his Perfon or Service

now, becaufe once upon a time you pre-

tended, and perhaps had a great Refped
for him ? No

;
you could not believe

this; this could not be the true Reafon

why this old Story is now brought upon
the Carpet. But as it is certain this

was not your View, lb 'tis eaiy to fee

what was; you hoped, in the firft place,

to exafperate the King againft the Mi-
nifter ; and then who but Mr. ^. could

be his Succeflbr? But this was a poor

Game ; could you hope a Story trump'd

up after fo many Years, would have this

EfFed upon a wile Prince, and who your-

felf fay, thoroughly knows hisMinifter?

Could you imagine the long Proof his

Ma^ -n-y has had of his good Services,

would, r.ot ealily outweigh fiich vile In-

finuations, efpecially when this Story

coujd not but recall to his Remembrance
the falfe Part you adted by this Minifter

in the Report you made to him at the

very time of this Tranfadion ? But fup-

pofing you could have fucceeded fo far,

as to make this Minifter fall under the

Royal Difpleafure, Could you exped this

honeft, this good-natur'd, this loyal Part,

would, in an Inftant, have cancelled all

old Scores, and wiped out that long

Scroll
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Scroll of DifTervices, by which you have
for lb many Years chofen to diftinguifh

yourfelf, and which you tell us you look
upon as the moji Jhin'tng ^art ofyour Cba^
raBer? And may you never Ihine in

any other. But if you had fucceeded fo

far as to hurt the Minifter, could you, I
fay, expect you Ihould prefently jump
into the Place of Firft Minifter yourfelf ?

Sure this is being a little too fanguine :

For if we fuppole this. What muft be
the Confequence ? Will you purfue pub-
lick Meafures you have {q long declaim-

ed againft, or will you continue the fame
Oppofition to them ? If the firft. What
Occafion to change Hands ? But if the
laft, then the King muft not only change
one Minifter, but all, and all his Mea-
fures too ; and in Submiflion to your
fuperior Underftanding, condemn every

Thing that he and his Royal Father
have thought it for their own and the
Nation's Intereft to do for iixteen Years
palt , that is, ever fince their Acceflion

to the Throne ; and verify all the Infa-

my and Scandal that yourfelf and Part-

ners have loaded them with. But this

I doubt will be thought a Matr of too

hard Digeftion, under a wiie and great

Prince^ tho' liich an Attempt did once
fucceed in another i<eign, to the great

Mif.
2
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Misfortune and Difhonour of the Nation.

But perhaps you hoped to force the

King into your Refentments; other-

wife he is to be expofed by you to his

People, in the moft injurious manner, by

the Words you have thought fit to put

into the Mouth of his Minifter : And I

am much inclined to think, from the

Rage you are in, and your Defpair of

the Royal Favour, which feems to be the

only true and adequate Caufe of fo much
Rage, that this is what you chiefly in-

tended by this very abuflve Paflage.

For, give me leave. Sir, to fay, that no
Refentment, had the Story been ever

fo true, and could it have been divulged

without any Breach of Faith or Honour,

could have provoked any Man who had

a real Refped for the King to repeat

it : Such Words, let them be fpoken by
whom you will, could fall from the Pen

of no Man who has any Spark of Loyal-

ty left in him : Such a Man would ftifle

the greateft Provocations, rather than fa-

crifice the Honour of his Sovereign to

any Refentment of his own.

And what confirms me in a Sufpicion

that this is what you chiefly intended, is

what you fay, in another part of your

Libel, of a certain Clojet. " Such In-

" finuations, you fay, will never find

" Credit
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*^ Credit in any Place, unlefs it be in a
*' certain CloJ'et," And again, " I dare
*' fay, this Clofet is the only Place in the
" Kingdom where fuch AfTertions can
*' gain any belief. " What Infblence is

this, to treat a Prince's Clofet with Ibch

Contempt? 'Tis a very great Abufe of a

Minifter to fay he is lb vile and falfe a

Creature, that there i4 not a Place in the

Kingdom where he will be believed : But
is it not a much greater on the Prince,

whofe Minifter he is, and whom he ftill

continues to truft with the chief Ma-^

nagement of his Affairs? Is not this the

higheft Reflexion upon the Wifdom of

the Prince, as if he had lefs Penetration

and Difcernment than the loweft of his

People ? And is not the Man that ind-

fiuates this, a very loyal Subjed ? But
your Difloyalty does not ftop here : You
are not content to refled on the WilHom
of your King, under pretence ofwound-
ing the Minifter ; to give him the Lye

under Cover, you accufe one of the po-

liteft and beft-bred Princes in the World
of the Want ofGood-Manners, and make
him guilty of great Indecency ; a Prince^

in whom v%'e daily fee how much Polite-

nefs becomes Majefty, and that there is

ho Inconfiftency between Greatnefs and

Good-Manners ; but that on the contra-

C ry,
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ry, they are then moft graceful when
they adorn the Perfons of higheft Rank.

This is the Prince we ferve, who in eve-

ry View has a right to the Efteem and

Affections of his People ; but whom they

muft think devoid both of Senfe and

Manners, if they will give Credit to

your vile Infinuations.

Thus, Sir, you play the King upon

the Minifter, and the Minifter upon the

King \ and to gratify your Rage and Ma-
lice againft one, throw off all Refpect

and Decency to the facred Perfon of the

other ; but without doing, I'm perfua-

ded, any real hurt to either : Your Ma-
lice is too undifguifed, as well as your

Stories too improbable, to have any other

Effect, than to fix on yourfelf the odious

Charaders of Difloyalty and Perfidy, of

a bad Subject, and a falfe Friend.

Thefe, Sir, are my Thoughts, as I

am fure they are of many others, of this

Charge againft the Minifter, which you
intended for the mortal Stab, and there-

fore, I fuppofe, referved it for the laft

place, but which, for that reafon, I have

chofen to confider in the firft ; and the

firft no doubt it was in yourDefign, and

for it the whole Book was written. Your
other perfonal Charges are fo mean and
little, that they fcarce deferve Confide-

3 ration.
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ration. One of them is, That when he

a6led as Secretary of State one Summer,
when the two Secretaries were in At-
tendance upon the late King at Hanover^

he took the ufual Profits and Perquifites

belonging to the Place. And why Ihould

he not ? Were not the Seals given to

him ? Was he not as truly made Secreta-

ty of State as others are ? Did not his

Acceptance of the Seals void his Ele-

ction ? Has a Perfon who does the Office

of two Secretaries in their Abfence, no
Trouble, nothing to do ? If Mr. ^.

—

thinks lb, 'tis a fign he has not yet been

in the Office, tho' he has fo long had a

mind to it. But did the Minifter, in

taking the Appointments of Secretary,

do any thing which others did not do be-

fore him? I remember in the Year \6i6^

when one Secretary only went with the

late King to Hatiover^ the Seals during

his Abfence were given to a Perfon of

great Honour and Generolity, never ac-

cufed of a greedy felfifh Spirit : Did not

he take the Profits belonging to the

Place ? Did he refufe the Plate, becaufe

he was Secretary only pro tempore ? I ne-

ver heard he did ; and yet he had four

times the Quantity in another Character,

but a little before. I have indeed heard

of another Gentleman, who when he

G Q. firft
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firft came into the Place of Secretary of

War, was fo righteous that he abfolutely

refufed a confidcrable Article of the Ap-
pointments that make up the Profits of
that Office ; but afterwards this Squeam-
ilhnefs went off, his Stomach came to

him, and he could digeft all the Ap--

pointments belonging to the Office as

eafily as others had done before him;
and made Application that he might be
allowed the Part he had before refufed:

Nay, he, who at firft would take but
Part of the Profits, was not now content

with the Whole, but infilled on an ad-

ditional Pen lion of 200 /. per Ann, be-

caufe he had no Houfe ; having learnt,

it feems, that Mr. Blathwatt had one;

and why then fhould not he, or, in lieu

of it, a Penfion ? This is the righteous,

felf-denying Gentleman, who is ^o angry

with the Minifter for taking the Profits

of Secretary of State, when he was in

that Office; and thinks this a Matter of

that Importance, " that he can't but pub-
•' lifh it, fince he fears it is not commonly
t' known;" a Thing that never could be

intended to be a Secret, and for which
there can't be affigned the leaft Reafon
why it Ihould. But what this Gentle-

man did is fo much a Secret, that it is

become fo even to himfelf ; he is not
^bl^
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able to recoiled this Penfion of 200/,

per Jnn, though the Kemarks gave him
fo fair an Opportunity for it, by telling

him, That hlmjelf had added to the ^en-
Rons of the Crown

-^
by which Words, if

the Remarker meant this, he exprefled

himfelf very properly ; for is not tliis

truly adding to the Penfions of the

Crown, when this Gentleman infifted on
this Addition to the Apointments of the

Secretary at War ; and by his doing fo,

has made it neceir4ry to be allowed to all

that have fucceeded him in the fame Of-

fice ? But Mr. ^. is fo unapt to fufped him-
felf, that a Charge in very plain Terms
could not bring this to his Memory ; ra-

ther than h^ will think thefe Words affed

him, he will have the Writer to mean by
^efiJion^xliQ Place that was given to a noble

Lord, who was removed from being Cof-

ferer to make room for him. If that was
really the Remarker's Meaning, he expref^

fed himfelf very improperly : For how can

an ancient and honourable Poft, for fuch

Groom of the Stole is, be called a ^^;;-

Jton ? But whether the Remarker meant
that or not, Mr. ^. fhews his Confciouf^

nefs, that he was in reality the Caule

of that great annual Expence to the

Crown. However, Mr. ^—• takes occafion

from hence to fay a great many fine

things of that noble Lord, and I agrc
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with him in all of them ; he has an up-
right Heart, and clear Head ; is hurried

away with no Lroublefome and turbulent

Paflions ; is truly amiable for Good-na-
ture, a fine Underftanding, and great

Honour; he will never be accufed of

Ltip of\Power, Jppetlte oflVealthy or an

over-hearing Spirit. But Mr. ^— is ex-

tremely miftaken in his Compliments to

this noble Lord, if he thinks he can dif^

unite him from the Minifter : I will ven-

ture to affure him, there has always been

a mutual Affection and Efteem between
thele two honourable Perfons, under all

Court-Changes for thirty Years paft; and

you may depend on it, this Friendlhip

will fublift, and that it will not be in

the Power of any low and little Artifices

to give the leall Interruption to it.

Having Ihewn with what Truth the Re-

uiarks might fay, yoci added to the ^enjions

of the Crown ^ I beg leave to ask, What
Connection there is between this Charge

of the Remarks^ and your little Story of

theMinilter? Or what it helps towards

your Delence ? If nothing, to what pur-

pole is it introduced, but to Ihew the

intemperate Malice of the Writer, and

his Eagernefs to vent any thing he

thinks will divert the Attention of the

Reader, and carries in it an Appearance

of
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of retaliating, be it ever fo mean, and

, low, and unbecoming a Gentleman?
Such this Story is, and yet 'tis nothing

to the purpofe.

But I muft not leave this Story, with-

out taking notice of what you think a

great Aggravation to this trifling Charge,
*' That he paid himfelf the full Appoint-
'' ments for that Time^ and that he
" gave himfelf the Plate ; and you be-
" lieve, this is not the only Inftance in
" which he has figned the Warrant, as

" Head of the Treajury^ for paying him-
*' f^tWm other Employjnents." Now it falls

out very unluckily for you, that the

Warrant for the Plate was not figned by
this Minifter, tho' at that Time, as you
lay, at the Head of the Treafury ; but

by others of the Commiflioners, as you
may eafily be latisfied upon Enquiry.

This is one very plain Inltance how you
charge at random

^
you iirft accufe, and

truft to finding Proofs afterwards; but

not the only one. And I am fully per-

fuaded, that upon a fair Examination in-

to Facts, your political Charges will be

found to be no better grounded.

Your third perfonal Charge is, That
once upon a time, this Minifter, upon
fome Information he had receiv'd of a

Defign to burn his Houle, to be execu-

ted
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ted fiich a Night, did late that Night
acquaint Mr. ^. with it, who was his

pext Neighbour. This Story Mr. ^P,

puts into a very ridiculous Drefs; the

Minifter, if you will believe him, is in

a great Fright, but himlelf is all Cou-

rage and Intrepidity. But ftrip this Sto-

ry of the Drefs Mr. "^P. has put it in, and

what is there in it? No more than this,

as I have heard it related* and which Ac-
count Ipeaks itfelf to be true. This Mi-
nifter had Intelligence given him by a

Perfon of good Character and Subftance,

that he overheard fome Perfons in Con-

cert to let Fire to his Houfe at fuch a

certain Hour that very Night ; and up-

on this thought fit to acquaint his next

Neighbours on each Hand with it, who
were the Duke ofM' .and Mr. ^—

;

ib that the Minifter did no more with

refped to Mr.^?. than to the D. Con=
fequently did not go to him for Shelter,

as is here reprefented ; but that he might

take fuch Precautions as he fhould think

proper. The Minifter himlelf thought

fit to appoint two of his Servants to fit

up to watch. I ask, If Mr. ^. did not

do at leaft as much? If he did. How did

he fhew more Courage than the Mini-

fter, or more Difcernment in not giving

any Credit to the Minifter's Intelligence?

This
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This fufficiently fhews, that the Story,

as Mr. ^P, tells it, is a grofs Mifreprefen-^

tation: But, to pleafe you, I will fup«

pole it true. What is it you would in«

fer from it ? Will the Minifter's being,

upon a certain Occafion, put into a
Fright, prove him to be a weak and cor-

rupt Minifter? No; but it will prove

that Timidity has a great Share in his

Compofition. But how fo ? Was a cou«

rageous Man never frightned ? Has burn-
ing Houfes nothing in it terrible? Or is

it impolTible to be executed bydefperate

Villains ? Or are there nofuch Villains ia

the Nation ? Have no Endeavours been
ufed to render this Minifter odious to

the Dregs of the People? Have no Con-
ipiracies been in Agitation againft the

prelent Eftablilhment ? And are not Mi-
nifters of State, and their Houfes, ufually

pointed out to be the firft Sacrifices ?

How ridiculous then is it, to pretend that

a Minifter wants Refolution, becaufe oa
fome Occafions he may think Intelligen-

ces of that kind defcrve fome little no«>

tice.

But how is this Story brought in^ of

what has it to do in Mr. ^/s Defence ?

Why, thus ! Mr. ^. about four Years

fince, made a brutal Vow, that he would
purfue this Minifter to Deftrudion,

D Which
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Which Mr. ^. in his Letter, fo far explains

away, as to fay, that if his Miniftry

were deftroyed, this terrible Vow would

be made good ; though that Explication

I fhall prefently fhew from his own
Words to be falfe. Now this Vow Mr.
<?>. fancies, or rather pretends to fancy foy

gives the Minifter great Uneafinefs, and

frequent Fears. But what is fo like to

Fear as Fear ? What therefore can be a

prettier or more natural Tranfition, than

this, from a Fear of Mr. ^\s Vow, to

a Fear of haying his Houfe burnt ? But

what fpoils the Jeft, is that this Mini-

fter has never fhew'd any Fear of this

filly Vow, but on the contrary has always

defpifed it, and treated both that and

the Author of it with great Contempt.

But as this Vow, in Mr. ^'s Opinion,

has given the Minifter moft Uneafinefs,

I will, fays he,endeavour to explain it, by
acquainting the Publick with a thing,

which he is fure will be very agreeable

to it. Now mind the Explication, but

remember the Vow was made about four

Years ftnce. " Your diftrefs, fays Mr.
^' <y., ha!> obliged you to tamper with
" feveral Gentlemen in the Oppojition,

*' This has induced them to confult one
*' another upon this Head, and they are

*' come to a Refolution not to liften to
" any
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" any Treaty, in which the firft Condi-
" tion fhall not be to deliver you up to
" the Juftice of your Country. Don't
" flatter your felf that this is a ralh
^' Mcafure, or a Fit of perfonal Refent-
*' ment ; 'tis taken to prevent any lecret

" Bargain for your Retreat and Secu-
*' rity".

Mr. 'T, faid before, his Vow would
be made good by deftroying his Mini-
ftry ; but in this Explication he tells us,

the Refolution is, his Pcrfon Ihall be
deftroyed, there fliall be no Retreat or

Security for kirn, he fliall he delivered up
to the 'Jtijilce of his Country, Here is a
plain Contradiction ; the Vow is here

owned in its full Import, but a little be-

fore it is explained aw^ay, as too mon-
ftrous and fliocking. I fcarce believe he
knew what he meant himfelf, when he
made this memorable Vow ; for Paflion

when 'tis violent has not much meaning;
much lefs do I think he is exactly in the

lame Sentiments four or five Years toge-

ther : I have already obferved, that his

Vow, according to his own Interpreta-

tion of it, differs widely from the de-

clared Defign of this Confederacy.

But to fay fomething to the great Se-

cret here difcovered, I mull confefs ia

the firft Place, I can't believe any fuch
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Confederacy is formed; I have too good

an Opinion both of the Senfe and Ho-

nour of feme Gentlemen in the Oppo-

fition, to think they would engage in fo

miy and fo difhonourable a Combina-

tion ; but if a Cabal of fuch Creatures

can be found, as it muft be a very fmall

one, fo I dare fay it will prove a very

infigniiicant one; but whether it be

great or fmall, I am perfuaded he has

not their leave to divulge this important

Secret. But admit there really is fuch

a Confederacy as Mr. <^. intimates, and

it were otherwife formidable, the Mini-

ller has nothing to apprehend frorn it

now ; he has no Occalion to think him-

felf in a dangerous Situation \
your own

Letter has removed his Fears at once,

and made him very fafe ; the Combina-

tion will foon be diflblved : Thofe who
engaged with you, will from the Minute

they read your Letter think themfelves

difcharged, fince you have convinced

them, that you are not to be trufted in

any thing that requires Secrecy; and

from this Specimen of your Fidelity,

are much furer they Ihall be betrayed,

than that they fhail not. For what Man
of common Senfe wiU, after this, go into

dark Defigns with one who is fo little

Mafter of himfelf, has fo little Command
of
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of his Paffions, that there can be no de^

pending on his Difcretion or Silence?

Who that is in Friendfhip with you,

can be fure he fhall be always lb ? And
if the Time fhould ever come that this

Friendfhip fhould be broken, what Se-

curity has he, that the moft fecret

Tranfadions fhall not be difclofed, that

the moft private Converfations fhall

not be betrayed? This they fee you have
done againft all the Rules of Honour,
and in defiance of all the Ties of Grati-

tude and Friendfhip. For there was
formerly as much Friendfhip between
this Minifter and you, as there can be
between you and any of your new
AfTociates; and more Gratitude due from
you, than will probably ever be due to

you. For it is univerfally known, that

this Minifter firft brought you into pub-
lick Bufinefs ; it was he made you Se-

cretary at War, and that to the great

Difguft of the Duke ofM gh^ who
thought he had the beft Right to recom-
rnend to a Poft that fo nearly related to

the Army : And fo undoubtedly he had
;

but this Minifter and his Friends had juft

reafon to apprehend from the Influence

a certain Perfon at that time had with
that great Man, that the Office would
fall into ill Hands, and therefore were

before-



[30]
beforehand with him in recommending

Mr. <y. to the King for it. This, Sir, is

too well known to be denied j this Place

this Minifter procured for you, when you

had no manner of Pretenfion to it, no

particular Talents for it, not fo much as

a turn to Bufinefs ; and in this refpe£l at

leaft he mull be allowed to have made
an improper Choice. This Obligation

you had to the Minifter, and you then

very readily acknowledged it, and all the

World faw how pleafed you was with his

Friendlhip ; fo that the Remarker had

great reafon to fay, there was a time

zvhen you thought it the hlgheft Honour to

he ranked among the Friends oj this great

Man, This you can't bear to have faid
;

but it is very true ; there was no one

thing you feemed to be fb much pleafed

with at that time, as to be in the Com-
pany of this Minifter, and his noble

Friend, the late Secretary. After this

indeed you grew weary of this Place, as

an Office of more trouble than you cared

for, and took occafion to lay down with

him, but the Event loon Ihew'd it was

not for him. However, afterwards you
owed to the Friendfliip of the fame
Minifter the Place of Cofferer, which

you was then very defirous of, as what

would thoroughly content you, being a

Place
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Place of a decent Income, and very

agreeable to one who did not love Bufi-

nefs. For ftill you had not a turn to

thatj and if you have now, 'tis owing
firfl: to the Friendfhip and Converfe of

this Minifter, and next to your Oppofi-

tion to him, pufhed on by the moft

malignant Envy and Revenge. But ^o

fickle, fo inconftant is your Temper, fo

afluming your Ambition, that in a little

time this Place grew to be difliked, tho'

it had been fo much defired, and it was
not long before you wanted to fhine in a

higher Poft ; and from a Difappointment

in this commenced the Patriot.

From this Ihort Account it appears,

you were under all the Ties of Gratitude

and Friendfhip, never to ad: a falie or

bafe Part by this Minifter ; at leaft with
refped to all things that had paffed

during the time this Friendfhip fubfifted.

But your Letter has abundantly fliewn,

that thefe Ties can have no hold ofyou
^

your Outrages and infamous Treatment
of this Minifter have fhewn, that there is

nothing fo mean and bafe, nothing fo

difhonourable, you will not delcend to,

to gratify your Paflions and Refentments
^

to do this, you will facriiiceail Faith and
Gratitude, Honour and Friendfhip, and
betray whatever has pafs'd, though in the

utmoft



utmoft Confidence, and under the San-

ation of the molt entire Intimacy. And
can fach a Man as this ever exped to be

trufted again ? Will Men of Senfe and

Honour confide in a Man, who on this

Occafion has fhewn he has neither? Will

they put themfelves in the Power, will

they lie at the Mercy of a Man with

whom no Secret is fafe ? whofe Fidelity

can no longer be depended on, than till

Intereft or Pallion prompts him to a

Violation of it ? No, Sir, you have done

your own Bufinefs; from this time forth

there is an end of all Intimacy, of all

Confidence, of all true Friendfhip, and

you have put yourfelf into a worfe State

than your worft Enemies ever wifhed

you.

The Reader mull needs have a great

Curiofity to know, what could provoke

to fo monftrous a Behaviour, or what
Excule can poffibly be made for it. Your
Excufe is very ftiort, and lies in a few

Words
;
you tell the Remarker^ he has

furnilhed you with an Excufe. He has

laid it down, that no Decency or Modejiy

forbids the jufl Defence of a Chara^er un-

der Accufatlon. The Remarker indeed

does fay fo, and very properly; for he is

fpeaking of the other Patron of the

Craftfmany who was accufed of the

blackeft
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blackeft Crimes, not in Pamphlets, or

by a few private Perfons, but by the

united Voice of the Nation, by the Re-

prefentative of the People afTembled in

Parliament. Silence under fuch an

Accufation is aConfeilion of Guilt; and

no body can imagine, that Decency or

Modefty ever ought to hinder, or in

this Cafe would have hindred a Dilcovery

of any thing which a Defence of himfelf

could make neceffary. But how does

Mr. ^. apply this Declaration of the

Remarker to his Cafe ? Does the Defence

of himfelf againft any thing advanced in

the Remarks^ make it neceffary for him
to break through all the Rules of

Decency, Honour, Gratitude and Friend-

fhip ? Not in the leaft : All thefe perfonal

Fads he has charged the Minifterwith,

are abfolutely impertinent and foreign

to this Purpofe. For what one Charge

againft Mr. ^. will be taken off by tel-

ling the World, that the Minifter, when
Secretary of State, took the Appoint-

ments, and particularly the Plate, be-

longing to that Office? What fervice can

it be of to Mr. ^/s Defence, to tell us,

that the Minifter was once frightned with

an Apprehenfion of having his Houle
burnt ? or how will it remove the Im-
putation of notorious Difaffection, oc

E exor=
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exorbitant Ambition, in Mr. ^. to

break in the rude Manner you have done

into the Privacies of the CJofets of

Princes, and, upon pretended Hearfays,

to take fuch fcandalous Liberties, or to

dilclole any Scene of private Converia-

tion, and that where a Prince's Honour
is greatly intcrefted, which by your own
Account this Miniftcr had witli you
above eleven Years ago ? The trumping

up thele Stories now, could arife from

nothing but your own ungovernable Re-

fentment, and can end in nothing but

your own Difgrace; fince it leaves your

Diiloyalty and Perfidy without Excufe,

unlels the Provocation you have received

be fuch as can fairly juftify this ftrange

Conduct. Let us then fee whether it

will or no.

The Provocation you plead in your

Defence is this, that the Remarks have

lirft treated Mr. ^. in the lame injurious

Manner; and the Remcirker is the Mi-
ni iler. But if neither of thefe AfTerti-

ons be true, if the Remarks have not

treated you in the Manner you pretend;

or fuppofing they have, if the Minifter

is not the Author of them, nor any

ways concerned in Writing or Directing

them, what becomes of your Defence ?

Eirft then I fay, the R^emarks have not

taken



[ 35 ] _

taken thofe fcandalous Liberties with
you, that you have taken with the

Minifter. They have meddled only with
your publick Life, and your Behaviour
in your pohtical Capacity ; they have
not entred into private Life, nor at-

tempted to betray things that have pafs'd

between Friends in private Converiation,

much lefs have they raked up old Stories,

either never known, or long fince buried

in Obhvion; or if in a few Words, they
have touched on any thing of a dome-
ftick Nature, 'tis not by way of Dilco-

very, or to tell the World ibmething
they did not know before- no, 'tis

touching only upon your known Cha-
rader, and upon what has been the com-
mon Subject of Converlation : befides,

even this is what your Vindlcallon called

for, and in fome Ibrt made necelfary.

But you, on the contrary, deny thi^i

:

" You lay there are feveral Paihiges of
" fecret Hiftory fa] fly flated and mil-
" reprefented, which could come from
*' nobody but the Minifter, who might
" perhaps employ ibme of his Merce-
" naries to work them up for him, but
" that the Ingredients are certainly his

" own". The Minifter you acknowledge

dilowns the Remarks to be his : You fay,

they could come from nobody elfe : Let
E 2 us
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Us then fee what thefe Ingredients are,

and whether they at all prove, what you
fo pofitively affirm they do. For if they

do not, the whole Ground of your De-
fence of the unprecedented Liberties

you have taken, is gone, and you are left

entirely without Excufe. Now the firft

and moll confiderable of thefe Ingre-

dients is, that you tnfifled on having a

great Employment ; and that if you had
been complied with^ you would not have

feared any JVickednefs^ or found out any

Weahnefs. And in another Part this is

faid to be the Place of Secretary of State.

But is this any Proof that thefe Remarks

muft needs come from the Minifter ? Has
not this been faid a thoufand and ten

thoufand Times ? Is there a Gentleman
in England hath not heard this ? And I

may ask. Who is there does not believe

it? The Author of the R^;72^r/:j there-

fore, might fay this without being let

into any Secret. But Mr.'?— abfolutely

denies this, and fays he never asked for

the Secretary's ^lace ; and defies any one

to name the Time and Place, and Per-

fbn, where and when, and of whom he

asked it.

Who can doubt whether Mr. ^— is

not very fincere in this, and that great

Injury is done him, to fay, that he

expected
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expected or Infifted on this Place, and

that his Patriotifm is to be dated from
his Difappointment ? But is not this

Anfwer a mere Evafion, literally true in

Words perhaps, but falfe in the Thing
meant by them ? Did not Mr. ^— , up-
on an Appearance that one of the then
Secretaries would be removed, expect the

Seals, which ever of them they fhould

be taken from ; having, as he thought,

made his Court fo dexteroufly to both
Sides, as to think himfelf in all Events
fecure of them? And when they w^ere

given to the noble Duke who now has

them, was it not a very great Difippoint-

ment to him ? Did he not, to make fome
amends for this Difappointment, again

flatter himfelfvWth the Hopes of theSeals,

upon an imaginary Vacancy, which was
then apprehended to be near,it being ru-

mour'd, that the Duke would go to Ire-

iandf' And did he not from this time,op-
pofethe publickMeafures with more vio-

lence than ever he had done before, and
put himfelf at the Head of the Malecon-
tents? If this be all true, then the Re^
marker's Charge will Hand ; a great Em-
ployment was infifted on, and the
^PatrlotiJ'm of Mr. ^— is rightly dated
from this Difappointment : Then it is in

effect
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effect: true, that Mr. ^— did ask thit-

Place , though directly and in Terms
perhaps he did not.

This is what I remember was com-
monly faid of this Affiiir when it was
fi"e{h : Let us now hear Mr. <?*

—
'sAccount,

which is this :
" That this Minifter came

" up to Mr. ^— one Day in the Houle
" of C ns, and told him, that
" when either of the Secretaries of State
*' were removed, the Minifters had their

*' Eyes upon him for that Employment:
" And this wasjuft at the time when Ap-
" plication was to be made to Parliament
" for Payment of the Debts of the Civil

" Lift." Thus Mr. 'P— : Let now any

impartial Man judge, whether there be

anyProbability in thisStory? Whether any
Minifter could in this crude abrupt man-
ner, come up to Mr. ^P— , and tell him,

the Minifters had their Eyes upon him?

I muft confefs I can't but fufpedl: Mr.
<y.
—

's Memory here fails him ; not be-

caufe I never heard of this Tranfailion

before, but becaufe there was no Piofpccl,

no Intention of a Vacancy at that time:

But if this Account be true, I would

ask, Whether this Speech of the Mini-

fter to Mr. P— muft not neceffarily be

relative to ibmething that had been then

in agitation? But if it be, then Mr.
i- <:?—'S
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<-P'
—

's Memory has in part failed him;
Something muft have paffed between the

Minider and him concerning this Affair

before ; but fomething utterly incon-

fiftent with what Mr. ^— fays pafTcd in

the Houfe. Let the Reader judge which
Account carries the greater Appearance
of Truth in it. But which ever fide he

decides on, 'tis evident the Remarker has

faid nothing of this Matter, but what
has long been the Talk of all the Town;
and conlequently what he lays can't pol-

libly be any Proof of his having any
Communication with the Minifter, or

receiving Inttruclions from him.

But Mr. ^ - fays, " Here is a mani-
" feft Proof he had no Ambition to be
" Secretary of State ; for he would not
" comply with the Condition on which
" the Minifter feemed to offer it :, He
*' ftuck to his Point of oppofing the Cl-

" vll Lift Debt^ and for that Caufe, and
" for that alone, was turn'd out from
^^ being Cofferer/' That he was turn'd

out of the Place of Cofferer, I allow,

and that he ftuck to his Point in oppofing

the Bill for the Payment of the Debts of

•the Civil Lift, till -the Third Reading

;

but I can by no means allow that this is

a manifeft Proof he had no Ambition to

be Secjretary of State. He had, according

to
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to my Memory of thefe Tranfadlons, a

violent Inclination to have this Place;

he had been dilappointc^d upon the laft

Vacancy ; he faw little Hopes upon the

next: The Civil Lift was to come into

the Houfe : Here is an Opportunity,

which, if well improved, will force a

Compliance from the Minifter : He op-

pofes the Bill, thro' the whole Progrefs

of it; flatters himfelf they will not dare

to take from him the Cofferer's Place

;

but, if they did, he doubted not he

fhould foon, from piibUck NeceJ/tty^ come
into Power again, and into the Place he

had fo much mind to. Mr. ^P— knows
fome Men have been of that Importance

that Minifters have thought it neceffary

for their Affiiirs, they fhould be grati-

fied upon their own Terms : Mr. ^—

•

has fecn Inftances of this : But if this

has come out fo upon an Oppofition from

other Perfons, v/hy not upon an Oppofi-

tion from him ? Why may not he think

himfelf of as much Importance, or as

much worth gaining,as this, or any other

Minifter, has been ever thought to be

before ? He may, no doubt, think him-

felf of great Importance ; the only Dif-

ficulty is, to make other People think

fo; and in that I apprehend this Gentle-

man finds himfelf extremely miftaken i

He
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He has not yet facceeded by his Oppo-
fition, nor is there any Appearance that

he will : On the contrary, he has loft

what he aimed at by the very Steps he

has taken to procure it. A Vacancy in

the Seals has happened ; his Oppofition

has not been able to force the Minifter to

a Compliance ; and he has the Mortifi-

cation to lee that great Employment
given to another, which he might pofli-

bly have had, if he had been quiet, and
waited with Patience for it.

'Tis true, Mr. ^— loft the Cofferer's

Place, and has not got that of Secretary

;

but I am far from thinking, that this

was his Intention : He did not think his

Oppofition to the Payment of the Civil

Lift Debts would lole him one ; much
lefs is it a manifeft Proof that he had no
Ambition to have the other. I remem-
ber very well that Mr. ^— , while that

Affair was in agitation, was feveral times

at Court, and with the late K
,

which is not ufual for Gentlemen at the

very time they are oppofing the Court

:

But the Meaning of it was very plain;

Mr.^— hoped, by his fingular Dexterity,

to perfuade the K that he was not
oppofing him, but his Minifters : And
therefore hoped his Majefty would not
take it ill, fince he meant it purely for

F his
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his Service, and to make him manage
better for the future. But Mr. ^— mull
have had a great Opinion of his own
Dexterity and Addrefs, to think he could

perfuade a Prince out of his Senfes, and
make him think it was for his Service to

be denied the Money he had fo much
want of, to pay his Servants, Tradefmen,

and Artificers. No, this w^as a very vain

imagination ; this w^as a Point that did

not affed the K 's Minifters, but the

K himfelf j and it was impoilible

his M ll:y could think him a good

Servant, that was fo violent in hisOppo-
fition upon a Point in which he was

himfelf fo greatly interefted. However,
Mr. <?— thought he had hit upon an

Expedient that would fave his Place,

without forfeiting his Patriotifm ; and,

after having oppofed the Bill in the

whole Progrefs of it, at the Third Read-

ing, to the great furprize of every body,

voted for it. This is a piece of Condud,
which Mr. ^— is fenfible wants to be

explained; and in order to this, gives us

another piece of Secret Hlftory. The late

K , he fays, frequently tried Mr. "-T

—

on this Point, and hoped to perfuade

him to be for it
:,
and then tells us what

pafled between theK • and him upon

this Subjed. The K , it feems, ar-

gued
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gued fo well, that Mr. -P— " was not a

little aftecled with it, and told him,

what he meant to do was confident

with his Duty as a Seroant to his Ma-

jefty^ and agreeable to his Duty as a

Reprefentatlve of the 'People ;
" with

much more to the fame purpofe. And
this Mr. ^— thinks will account for this

llrange Conducl, and that he has now
cleared up the^Myftery. But if he has

done it no more to the Satisfaction of

others th.m to mine, he might as well

have faid nothing. I believe Mr. ^

—

is the firft Man who ever took this liber-

ty of publifhing to the World what pal^

fed between his Prince and him in the

Clofet while he was his Servant, and yet

pretended to retain any degree of refpect

for him : The Clofets of Princes are fa-

cred, and all Perfons who know what
Good-breeding is, whatever Refpecl they

have for the Prince, will think fuch Li-

berties highly indecent and inexcuiable.

Mr. ^

—

's Reafon for doing this, is, in

appearance, to account for a Conduct
that never can be made coniiftent : But
every body, I believe, will think the

true Reafon was fomething eife, and that

it proceeded from a Vanity of fhewing

what Accefs he has to the Clofets of

Princes, what Importance they have

F % thought
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thought him to be of, and how much
they efteemed it for their Service to gain

him ; and at the fame time to fet forth

the Greatnefs of his own Mind, and how
inflexible he is in the Service of his

Country, that the SoUicitations, even of

Princes themfclvcs, can make no Imprel^

fion on him. But it will take off a great

deal from this fuppofed Importance, and

very much leffen the Gaiety of the Shew
here made, when the Reader is told,

that the K— fent not for him, but that

he foUicited the Audience of the K—

,

and that it was not granted without much
Difficulty ; which, I well remember, was

the common Report and Opinion of the

Tovvnatthat time, and therefore properto

be taken not ice of. But it is time to have

done with this Affair of the Secretaryfhip,

till Mr. <?*—- thinks proper to refume it.

The next Particular by which Mr. ^

—

would prove that the Remarker had his

Materials from the Minifter is, that

he pretends to give Ibme Account of

Mr. ^—'s Eftate. This Writer has

faid, that Mr. P— 'j Efiate was alt ac-

quired by a Secretary of the Treafury^ ia

which you fay, he is very much mifta-

ken ; for that this Secretary did not

leave him more than to the Value of

about joooc/. And is this a Proof that

the
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the Minifter wrote the Remarks^ or at

leaft furnifhed the Materials ? Had the

Fact been truly and particularly ftated,

Mr. ^— might have had fome pretence

to lay fomebody had furnifhed him with

Materials : But why muft this have been

the Minifter? But if it be very falfly

reprefented, in my Apprchenfion that is

a very ftrong Proof to the contrary. Mr.
^P— can't be ignorant, that Mr. Guy and
Mr. ^— were Names which for fome
time were much toffed about in all pub-
lick Converfation. What was then faid,

and was true, was that Mr. Guy had left

ail his Eftate to Mr. T— ; this in length

of time might, by pure miftake, eahly

come in the talk of the World to be
changed thus : Mr. V^- had all his Eftate

left him by Mr. Guy. Thefe AiTertions in

found are much alike, and 'tis no great

Wonder if iuch Miftakes are made by Peo-
ple who have noOpportunities ofknowing
any thing of fuch Matters, but as they
pals from one to another in common
Converfation : But as I know not the
Author of the Remarks^ who may per-

haps have good Authority for what he
has faid, I leave him to anfwer for him-
felf. But I muft obferve, that the Mi-
nifter had Opportunity enough, of know-
ing what Eftate Mr. Guy left,and therefore,

what
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what Mr. ^— "would have thought a

certain Proof, that this Remark came
from the Minifter; muft, if it be falle,

to every Man of Senfe be a certain Proof

it did not. However Mr. <?— feems to

be not a little pleafed with the Handle
the Remarks have given him, to give the

World his own Account of his Eflate,

in which he fpends many Pages, which

I fiiall fay nothing at all to ; but I muft

beg leave to differ from this Gentleman,

if he thinks the Greatnefs of his Eftate

any Proof, that the Minifter did not firft

raife him and procure him the Places

he for fome time enjoyed. Do Minifters

bring no Perfons into Place, who have

Eftates fuperior to their own? What can

be more falfe, or more ridiculous than

fuch an AfTertion ? But if they may, and

every Day do, Why not Mr. ^— ? Why
may he not owe his Places to a Perfon in

Eftate much inferior to him? And there

is another thing I beg leave to fuggcft to

Mr. ^—, which is, that great Merit,

and a great Eftate, are fo very different

things, that they are not very often

found together ; and therefore the Mini-

fter may have much more Merit than

Mr. '^— , though he has a much lefs

Eftate. The Minifter, I dare fay Mr.
^— knows to be of a very ancient Fa-

mily,
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mily, and that he had a good paternal

vifible Eftate. But let it have been as

little, or as much dipped as Mr. <?—
pleafes, it fhews the Merit and Virtue

of the Minifter the more ; that he could

not by any Confiderations in the latter

end of the Queen's Reign, be prevailed

on to quit his Party. He adhered ftea-

dily to his Friends, to the Whig In-

tereft, to the Caufe of Liberty and the

Proteftant Succefhon, in delpight of

either Promifes or Menaces. I am con-

fident you know, that the chief Mini-

fter ufed great Endeavours to gain him
to his Side, and told him openly, that

he was worth half his Party ; and when
CarefTes were tried in vain, they were fo

much afraid of hisOppofition, that thev

judged it neceffary to ruin him if they

could
J
and that was the true and only

Caufe of all the Noife that was made
about the Contradl for Scotch Forage^

and of the violent Perfecution he fuifer'd

on that Occafion. The Caufe he was
engaged in, was the fame thofe two
great Minifters the Lords M— and G—
had maintained with fo much Glory ; and

fince none of them would come into the

new Meafures, it was thought neceffary

they all fhould be difgrac'd. You know,
Sir, this to be the Cafe; you was yourfelf

tho-
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thoroughly convinced of his Innocence
;

there was at that time an admirable De-
fence ot him publilhed to the World,

to the Satisfaction of all who were not

in Intereft and Party engaged againft

him: And this Defence, your Incon-

fiftency with yourfelf in this, as well as

in other Particulars, has occafion'd to be

lately reprinted in the Free Briton
;

which will put it in every bodys power

to judge, whether Mr. !P— was in the

right then when he voted him Innocent,

or now when he would have him
thought guilty.

I think, Sir, there is nothing elfe in

your Letter you pretend to aflign, as a

Proof that the Minifter wrote or directed

the Remarks ^ and 'tis moft evident the

Particulars you have afligned are no Proof

at all. How then could you expoftulate

in the manner you do, to defend the un-

parallel'd Liberties you have taken?
*' Have you not entred into the minuteft
*' Parts of this Gentleman's domeftick
*' Affairs ? Have you not pretended to

" give an account of his Family Eftate?
*' Have you not reproached him with his

*' jf^Y'li^'gfit^^pf'ig Nature'^ his vindictive

*' Temper- his Spighr and Ambition"?
What has the Remarker faid to juftify

this Expodulation ? Spght^ Jmbltion^ and

Revenge
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Revenge^ a Man may be charged with

from his publick CharadcT) without en-

tering into private Life. What is faid

of your Eftate, is, I apprehend, no more
than has commonly pafi^'d in the Conver-

fation of the Town : And as to t{ie

Charge of a fparhig^fcraping Nature^ the

Author, I prefume, Ipeaks of it from
common Fame : For every Man of any
Figure has a Charader of one kind or

other in comm.on Life, and in the gene-

ral Efteem ^ there is no need of private

Informations, or of particular Enquiries,

to form to one's felf an Opinion of a Man
of Note; the World has done it to our

Hands, and one Man is univerfally look'd

on as generous and open-hearted^ while

another is, in general repute, 2if<tggard^

and of a httle Mind, or in the v/ords of

the Remarks^ of a Jparings fc retping Na^
ture. How then can this be faid to be en-

tring Into the minutejl Parts of Mr, ^— 's

Domeftick Affairs ? 'Tis nothing lefs, 'tis

fpeaking after others, and laying only

what the reft of the World every Day-

fays.

But if this Expoftulation were ever 'io

juft, and the Remarker had done all that

he is here acculed of, what's this to the

Minifter, if he had no Hand in it? And
'tis evident^ Mr. '^P— is able to advance

G nothing
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nothing that has the lealt colour of Proof
to fhew he has ; nay, when fairly confi-

dered, what he advances is aftrong Proof

againft him. Mr.^— therefore has no
room to defend himfclf from his fcanda-

lousand barbarous Ufage of theMinifter,

from any Pretence of Provocation received

from him in the fame kind j and confe-

quently in all Views mult be condemned
by all Men who have any regard to Ho-
nour and Decency, or to the common
Rules of good Manners and Civility.

The reft of Mr. ^—'s Invedive is no-

thing but an empty Declamation in the

ufual Strain, of Bribery and Corruption
^

and 'Profujiony o\ fatal Miflakes and Blim-

dersy of Jilly Treaties ^ weak and wicked

MeafareSy and the like common* place

Cant of feditious Demagogues, and there-

fore little needs be faid to it. Thefe are

all ftale Charges utterly unfupported by
Fads. He knows he has been often call-

ed on in the proper place, and defied to

make good any one of them ; and when-

ever he attempts it, it may be guefTed

with what Succefs it will be from the

Fads I have here examined. But indeed

had thefe Charges any Truth in them,

they are of fuch a nature, that the late

King and his prefcnt Majefcy, their Mi-
nifterSj their Parliaments, would be all

no
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no lefs involved in them. For how ig-

norant muft our Princes have been to be

infenlible of all this Corruption and Pro-

fufion ? How weak muft they be not to

know what Treaties they make, or what

is for their own and the Nation's Intereft,

but to go on in a Series of perpetual Bl un-

ders for many Years together, and all the

while never once difcover they are in the

wrong ? What Idea muft the People have of

the Hanover Family, if they are to believe

this worthy Patriot? How unhappy are

thefe Princes in the Choice of their Mini^

fters, that there ihould not be one amongft

them who has the Virtue or V/ifdom of

Mr. ^— to open their Kycs, and let them
lee how they are impoitd on ; but fliould

all concur in the Meafures of this one

corrupt Minifter, and fteadily adhere to

him? In what an infamous manner does

Mr. T— in thefe Charges treat the two
Houfes of Parliament ? For if there be
all this Bribery, and Corruption, and Pro-

fufion, on v/hom is this Trealiire wafted ?

Who are the Perfons bribed and corrunt-
J.

ed ? Are they not the Members of the

two Houfes ? Is it not moft evident that

this is what Mr. ^— would iniinuate?

If all our Treaties have been hliy, and
contrary to the true Intereft of £;;^Aw^,

what Parliaments muft we have had for

G 2 iixt^en
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fixteen Years paft, who have given their

Sanction to them, and engaged to Ihp-

port his iate and prelent Majefty in the

Execution of them, and have voted the

publick Meafures prudent, juft, and ho-

noLii able ? What can be a higher Reflecli-

,
on on the two Houfes than this Treat-

ment of them? 'Tis throwing upon eve-

ry MdViber in the Majority in both

Houfes, the lame iniblent Reproaches as

Traitors to their Country, which he ib

liberally cafts upon the JMinifter; and

every one of them has equally a right to

demand Satisfaction for fo high an Affront,

which is the greateft Injury that can pof-

ffbly be done them. I confefs I am a-

mased at the great Lenity of the Com-
mons, how it is they can fuffer themfeives

to be thus in lb] ted, and all their Con-

duct in this infamous manner arraigned

Year after Year. 'Tis amazing the Gen-

tleman who has the Honour to be their

Speaker, can with Patience hear the

Houfe perpetually treated v/ith fo much
Indignity, and that he does not endea-

vour to teach this Gentleman fome Mo-
dc-fty and Decency, by calling him to or-

der every time he takes thefe moft inde-

cent Liberties, which bc-gin in the Mi-

nifter, but necefiarily terminate in the

Houfe itfelf. One would think this Be-

haviour
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havioiir were indulg'd on purpofe to
ruin the C.cciit of this Gentleman, and
that icope was given him with defi^n
that he might the looner fpeak himfelf
out of Reputation. But perhaps when
the Houfes meet next, they may think
it neceffary, in order to fupport their
Dignity, to fnew Ibme Refcntment of
luch monftious Ufagejand to enquire who
it is that has dared to arraign and con-
demn all they have done in this unex-
ampled manner. In the mean time, I
think it may be truly laid, that this is pro-
digious Infolcnce- that one Man Ihould
pretend to have more Virtue and Inte-
grity, more Knowledge and Wifdom,than
our Princes, than ourMinifters, than our
Parliaments, than the whole Government*
this is fuch Vanity, fuch SuiRciency, as
nothing can excufe, and which raifes both
Indignation and Contempt. The Re/narks
have faid with great Truth, that there
has been no more Caufe to complain ei-
ther of Corruption or Profufion, fince
Mr. T— has oppoled the Government
than there plainly was while he had the
Honour to concur with the Miniftry ; and
yet then we had no Complaints, which
fhews how groundlefs they are now. HadMv.T— been gratified inftead of beino-
difappointed

j had he been complied with

inftead
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inftead of being refufed ; would he have
feared any Wickednefs^ fay the Remarks^
or have found any Weaknefs in this Ad-
miniflration ? 'Tis very certain he would
not j and therefore this Writer has Reafon
to add, *' I defy him and all his Sophi-

flers to contradi£l me in this/' In thefe

Word:": Mr. T— iin H great Folly and iVo/2-

fenfcy and thinks it a confeHion there was
both Weaknefs and Wickednefs in the Ad-
miniflratici. j and upon this fpends a whole

Page. There are many Pa^es in Mr. 'P
—

''s

Letter, that fliew great Vr eakiieis in Rea-

foning, but this in inibknt Stupidity ex-

ceeds them ail. Here i; a Charge of Folly

and ISlonfenfc that can't : ofiibly be found

in thefe Words, but which 'ti:- very eafy

to find in the Comment on them. Was
Mr. 'P— fincere when he reafoned, as he

does in this place, or was he not ? If he

was, where is his Reafon ? if he was not,

where is his Sincerity? But perhaps Va-
nity and Sufficiency have had that Ef-

fect on Mr. !P—, that whatever was the

Caufe of the Oppofition and the Cla-

mour he made at lirft, he in length of

time has come to believe himfelf the fluff

he would impofe on others, and really

thinks himfelf wifer than all the World
befides, and that every thing in the State

would go much better than it does, if

he
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he had the Management. So thought
Toting ^haeton^ when he was prelling to

be trufted with the Chariot of the Sun

;

a great many Dilbrders which the World
laboured under, he was fure would be
efFeclually renaoved and prevented for

the future, by his fuperior Skill and
Conducl; but what was the Confequence ?

The Reins were no fooner put into his

Hands, but he fet the World on Fire,

and himfelf perilhed in the Flames.
For the Nation's fake, I hope, Sir, you
will never have the fame Fate ; and for

the fame Reaibn, never have it put in-

to your Power. And Ilo I take leave till

you again command my Service.

J-une 25)th 1731.

POSTSCRIPT.
SINCE the Craftfman's Vindication

takes in both his honourable Patrons,

1 hope it will give no Ofience, if, at the

End of a Letter to one, I take a little

notice of the other, who m his VmaUn^
fwer hath Ihewn himfelf much the

better Writer. If his Defence be in

I reality
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reality no Defence, it is not the Fault of

the Writer, but of the Caufe; and if

that part where he takes upon him to be

on the Offenfive, be rude and virulent,

it is no more than what we have been

long uled to ; nothing better could be

expected from a Man of fo abandon'd a

Charader, and whofe Cafe is quite de-

Iperate. It is not at all to be wonder'd

at, that one wl>o can never be made
white, fhouki endeavour to blacken o-

thers, and labour to make fome faint

limilitude of Charaders. A very faint

one indeed it is, when he would infinuate,

that his own unparallcl'd Ingratitude

to thofe that railed him, has been co-

pied by the Minifter. 'Tis well known,
the noble Perfon hinted at, had taken

his Refolution to retire, and could not be

diverted from it, when he could do it

with Honour; and with the Satisfadion

of having put the lalt Hand to the Treaty

of Seville'^ which as it had been his pe-

culiar Care, io was he extremely plcalcd

to get over the Difficulties that had ob-

ftrucled it, and bring it to a good Con-
clufion.

But what induces me to take any no-

tice of this Gentleman, is his Treatment

of a Minifter to whom he is fo much
obliged, and to whole Affiftance he owes

it.
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it, that he is not ftill an Exile in diftrefs.

It would be very furprizing to fee a
Man, who, if you wijl believe him, is

fo contented and refigned, and in whom
all Ambition, andLuft of Power is long

fince extinguifl-i.ed, ftill retain in his

Breaft, that moft deteftable of Vices,

Ingratitude to his Benefactors; if any
thing could be furprizing in a Chara6ler

i© well known. He is fenfible nothing

can excule his ufing, in lb infimous a

Manner, a Perfon to whom the World
thinks he has fo great Obligations, and
therefore makes no Scruple to deny that

he has^ele Obligations to him. On the

contrary, he imputes it to this Miniller,

to his Ambition, Jcaloufy, and private

Intereft, that the Favours that have been
ftiewn him went no farther ; that the Ser^

vant defeated the gracious Intentions of his

Majier \ that what was done for him in

part of the late King's Intentions^ wasfolely
due to the King ; that they were notjulfilledy

wasfolely due to the Mini'fter. Let us then

fee, whether this be lb or no.

When the King intended to fend a

gracious Mcffage to the Commons, in

favour of this Gentleman ; Did thisMi-
nifter endeavour to oppole it, or advile

againftit? Did he not take the proper

care to prepare the Houfe for a favoura-

ble Reception of it ? Did he promife to

H take
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take any part in this Affair, which he

did not ? Did he not, in Fad, do a great

deal more than he had promiled? Did
he not direclly follicit this Affair, and

take the Weight of it upon himfclf;

when all he had promifed was, that he

would net himfelf be againft it, but

give it what countenance he could, by
fpeaking for it? Did not this Minifter in

efpoufing this Affair give great diiguft,

and meet with fo warm an Oppofition,

as made the Event doubtful? Is there in

the whole Courfe of his Miniftry, a

fingle Inftance, in which fo many Gen-
tlemen in the Whig Intereft, fo many
of the King's Friends, fo many of his

own, and thefe Perfons in all refpecls of

the greateft Diclindlion, and belt Chara-

cters, differed from him ? They law what
would be the Confequence, that he was
cherifhing a Viper full of deadly Poifon,

who as he grew warm, and recovered

Life, would give him a mortal Sting,

and again endanger the Conftitution.

I have not a Lift by me of the Names
of the Members of either Houfe, who
oppofed the Bill in Favour of this Gen-
tleman ; but the Tranfa6tion is of ib

late Date, and the Perfons oppofing were

of fo great Confideration, that the thing

can't but be very well remembred j and
the
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the Reafons for their Oppofitlon may be

fully feen in the Proteft drawn up on
that Occafion, which though ligned by
few, out of regard to the King and his

Minifters, expreflcd the Senle of many

:

And thelc Reafons are fuch as will con-

vince all realbnable Judges, that if this

Minilter is to be blamed, 'tis not for do-

ing too little for him, but for doing too

much. How then can this ungrateful

Creature fay, that the Servant defeated

the Intentions oj his Mafler? Had he
done fo, he had acled a Wife and Pru-
dent Part for the Kings Intereft as well

as his own, and the Nation had been

happy in the Abfence of an infamous
Incendiary. But good Nature, and a

forgivingTemper, prevailed againft Judg-
ment, and made him forget how ill this

Gentleman had deferved of him perlb-

nally, as well as of his Country. He
looked neither backward or forward fo

much as he fhoukl have done on this

great Occafion. If he had fufficiently

confider'd either the Ambition or the

Ingratitude of this perfidious Man, he
would have found that he was infatiable

and incorrigible ; that it would be to no
purpofe to reftorc him to his Country
and to his Fortune, if not to his Title,

and to Power , that fo ungrateful a Nature
H % can't
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can't be obliged, and that nothing lefs

than all, would fatisfy fuch Ambition

;

and therefore all Endeavours tolerve him
would in the Event be loft upon him

:

and lb the Event has fully fhewn. In-

ftead of Thanks and Acknowledgments
for the Pains taken to ferve him, and

the good Succefs of them , he reproaches

and reviles his Benefactor, as if he had

been his crueleft Enemv, and in the moft

frontlefs Manner difowns all Obligations

to him.

^Ms is the Man^ behold him well! You
fee his true Picture much better drawn
than I can do it, in the following Proteft.

Die LuncB 24"" Mali 1725.

THE Houfe (according to Order)
was adjourned during pleafure,

and put into a Committee again on the

Bill entituled, Jn jltifor enabling Henry
St. John, late Vifcount Bolingbroke, and
the Heirs Male of his Body, mtwithjland-

'mg his Attainder, to take and enjoyJ'everal

Manors, Lands, and Hereditaments, in the

Counties of Wilts, Surry, j;;<i Middlefex,

according to fuch Efiates and Interejis as

to htm or them are limited thereof by the

'^inquepartite Indenture, and other JJfu-
ranees therein mentioned ^ andfor Umitingthe

2 fatne
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fame In default oflfflieMaJe ofthe Body ofthe

fald late Vlfcount Bolingbroke, to the other

Sons ofHenry F/fcoiwt Su Johnficcejfve-
ly In ^a'tl Maky and for other ^urpofes

therein exprejfed.

And after Ibme Time fpent therein,

the Houfe was refumcd, and the Lord
Delawar reported from the laid Com-
mittee, That they had gone through

the Bill, and direfted him to report the

fame to the Houfe without any Amend-
ment.

And it being moved to read the faid

Bill the Third time prefently.

The fame was objected to,

And Debate thereupon,

The Queftion was put. Whether the

faid Bill Ihall be now read the Third

time?

It was Refolved in the Affirmative.

Then,
The faid Bill was accordingly read the

Third time

:

And, after further Debate,

The Queftion was put, Whether this

Bill fhall pafs ?

It was Refolved in the Affirmative.

DifTen-
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Diflentient

:

Warrin ton lA*
^ecaufe the Purport and Intention

Wharton, of this Bill is to Repeal feveral Ads of
Scar/dale, parliament paffed fince his Majefty's Ac-

ceflion, whereby all the Eftate and Inte-

reft of the late Lord Bolhighroke^ in the

Lands mentioned in this Bill, being for-

feited to the Crown for High Trealbn,

were veftcd in Truftecs, and ftill remain

appropriated to the L^fe and Benefit of

the Publick : The Value of which Lands
amount, as we believe, to feveral thou-

land Pounds j^er Jnn, We therefore think

it unjuft to all the Subjeds of this King-

dom, wJio have born many heavy Taxes,

occafioned, as we believe, in great mea-

fure by the Treafons committed, and the

Rebellion which was encouraged by this

Perfon,to take from the Publick the Be-

nefit of his Forfeiture.

idly. It appears from the Articles of
Imj^eachmentjtxhibitQd by the Commons a-

gainft the late Lord BoTinghroke.^ where-

on he now ftands attainted by Act of

Parliament, That he ftood charged with

the Commiilion of feveral Treafons of

the moft flagrant and dangerous Nature,

committed by him while he was Secretary

of State to her late Majefty Queen Jnne.,

for traiteroufly betraying her molt fecret

Coun-
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Coimfels to the French King, then at

War and in Enmity with her Majefty,

and with other Trealbns tending to de-

ftroy the Balance of Europe^ and to raife

the then exorbitant Power of the French

King, who, not long before, had pub-

lickly acknowledged the Pretender to be

the lawful and rightful King of thefe

Realms.

^dly. The Treafons wherewith he was

charged, we conceive were fully confefTed

by his Flight from the Juftice of Parlia-

ment : But his Guilt was afterwards, as

we think, indifputably demonftrated by
the new Trealbns he openly and avowedly

committed againffc his prefent Majefty;

it being notorious, and it having been

declared to the Houfe on the Debate of

this Bill, That he did, loon after his

Flight, enter publickly into the Coun-
lels and Service of the Pretender, who
was then fomenting and carrying on a

Rebellion within thcfe Kingdoms, for

the dethroning his Majefty ^ into which
Rebellion many of his Majeflys Subjects,

as well Peers as Commoners, were drawn,

as we beheve, by the Example or In-

fluence of the late Lord BoJhighrokey and

for which Treafons many Peers and Com-
moners have been fmce attainted, and

fome
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fome ofthem executed, and their Eftates,

both Real and Perlbnaj, became forfeited

by their Attainders, and as yet continue
under thofe Forfeitures.

4thly, We have not been informed of
any particular Publick Services which thi^

Perlbn hath performed to his Majcfty or
this Nation, fmce his Commiflion of the
many high and dangerous Treafons be-
fore-mentioned ; and in cafe he has done
any, they muft be of fuch a Nature, as

ought, in our Opinions, to be rewarded
in another manner than is provided by
this Bill, and for which , we think,
the Crown is otherwife fufficiently

enabled. And the Sincerity of his ha-
ving quitted the Intereft of the Preten-
der, may, in our Opinions, be juftly fu-

fpeded, he never having, as appears to
us, throughout the Progrefs of this Bill

in both Houfes, once fignified his Sor-
row for the Treafons he had committed :

And if he had really abandoned that In-
tereft, his private Intelligences or Ser-
vices with regard to the Intereft or Coun-
fels of the Pretender, can't reafonably be
fuppofed, in our Opinions, to be of great
Value.
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Sthly. We think, that no AfTurancc^

which this Perlbn hath ^i^cn, nor any

Services he can have performed fincc his

Commifiion of the Trcaibns aforefaid, or

any further Obligations he can enter in-

to, can be a ibfficient Security to his Ma-

jelly, or the Kingdom, againft his iuturc

Infinccriry; which may happen, he ha-

ving already fo often violated the rnoft

Iblemn AfTurances and Obligations ;
and

in defiance of them having openly at-

tempted the dethroning his Majctly^and

the Deftruclion of the Liberties of hi.s

Country.

6thly. We think, the Services he may

have performed, if any, ought not to be

rewarded, either in the degree^ or in the

manner provided by this Bill ; it having

been found by Experience in Cafes of

like Nature, that the ftrongell AfTuran-

ces have aYterwards proved deceitful ^
for

which Realbn we conceive it to be unwile

and dangerous to give fuch Rewards as

can't be recalled, though the AiTurances

ihould be broke : And we believe it to

be the known Policy and univerfal Pra-

aice of wife Governments, to keep the

Perfons (claiming Merit from fuch Ser-

\ vices



[ 66 ]

vices as the late Lord BoTmgbrohe can

poffibly have performed fince the Com-
miilioa of his Trealbns) dependent on

the Government foy the Continuance

of thofe Rewards.

ythly. The Pardon of the late Lord
BoTuighrohe under the Great Seal, having

been communicated to the Houle, and

under Confideration, on the Debate of

this Bill, we think, that this Bill ought

not to pafs, becaufe it may hereafter be

conftrued in forne degree to confirm or

countenance that Pardon : And we are of

Opinion, That that Pardon, though it

may be legal, as to the Treafons com-
mitted by him fince his Attainder, yet,

fo far as it may be conftrued (if that

iliould be ) to pardon or afFed the Ad
of Attainder of the late Lord BGling-

hrokey or the Impeachment of the Com"

mojis^ on which that Act is founded, It

is a moft dangerous Violation gf the an-

cient Rights and Freedom of the King-

dom, and will defeat the whole Ufe and
EfFed of Impeachments by the Commons

;

which is, as w^e think, the chief Inftitu-

tion, arifing even from the Conftitution

itfelf, for the Prefervation of theGov^crn-

iiient, and for the attaining Parliamen-

tary
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tary Juftice

; and tends, as we conceive
to render the Rights and Judicature of
thisHoule, on Impeachments and Bills of
Attainder, vain and ufelefs

; all which
ancient Rights of both Houles, and of
theSubjeds of this Nation, were Ikved to
them by the Revolution, and were in-
tended, as we conceive, to have been for
ever prelerved to thern, in their full Ex-
tent by the Ad paired in the Reign of
the late King miliam, of ever Glorious
Memory, by which the Crown of thefe
Realms is limited and fettled on his pre-
fent Majefty and hislffue; and in which
Act It ftancis declared, That no Pardon
under the Great Seal fliall be pleadable to
an Impeachment of the Commons.

8/% W are of Opinion, That the
Power of Difpenfing Mercy, is an ancient
inherent Right of the Crown of thefe
Realms, and the Exercife of it of 2:reat
Benefit to the People, when 'tis ^v^fely
and properly applied : But it beine; in-
cumbent on us in the Vote we eive for
or agamft paffing this Bill, to judge be-
tween the late Lord Eoltnghroke, and to
confider the Right and Title he appears
to us to have to the Benefits of this Billand the Concern, which on the other fide'

3 the
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the Honour, Intereft, and Safety of the

King and his Royal Family, and the

whole Kingdom have, in our Opinion,

from the Confequences of it ; we think

we can't be juftified in our own Thoughts,

with regard to the latter, or to our Po-

fterity, if we fiiould confent that this Bill

fhoiild pafs.

Coventry. CTmton, hrtpl

Onflow, Lechmere,

Finis.










