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THE

CASE
O F

OPPOSITION
STATED, &"€.

^ H E Paper before us is an
Appeal to the Publick^
it contains a Recapitulatioa

of the Labours of the Craftf-

man, an exalted Account of

his Merits, and is wrote to

create an Opinion in the World, that the

Vower of the State is at prefent employed

againfl the Friends of the People.

The Qjieftion therefore in this Cafe will

be. Whether thofe Men who make thefe

Appeals, defer ve well of the People to

A 2 whcni
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whom they appeal? Whether they have
done their Country Service or Damage by
the Courfe of their boafled Writings >

Whether they had even the Intention of
doing Good to the Publick? And whether
their pretended Virtues are not real

Crimes? Crimes in the Eye of Reafon and
Confcience, though neither Laws or Courts
ofJuflice fublifted, and though neither had
any effecl in punifliing or retraining them >

Their partial and infincere Account of
their own Proceedings hath a manifeft

Tendency to create unjufl Compaflion in

their Behalf, and Reproach againft thofe

whom they are interefled to make odious,

in detecting the little Arts of their difinge-

nuous Attempt, I prevent that unrighte-

ous Odium which they have endeavoured
to raife;, and in preventing fo great aWrong,
I difcharge the Duty of an honeft Man.

Summoned by the Appeal which they

have made, and warranted by the neceflity

of a Reply, I may without further Apolo-

gy or Preface review the Proceedings of
the laft Five T'ears, trace the Steps which
have been taken to change the Adminiflra-
tion, and Ihew the consummate Honefty
of thofe whofe Violence hath been em-
ployed in this extraordinary Enterprize.

'
If
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If we turn our Eyes to the Times in>
mediately preceding this bitter and vin-

dictive Strife, Was not all the World at

Peace, and the People of fw^/^w^/ happy?
Neither Foreign Broils threatned them,
nor Domeftick Feuds diftracled them

^

they were fatisfied with the Powers above

them, which gave all juft Protection to

them. Thofe who fince became the warm-
eft: Men againft the Government, were
then equally warm for the Government.
They aflifted their Sovereic?;n with Zeal
and Vigor, to punifh the Diflurbers of his

Reign, and the Confpirators againft his

Title. They thought that all our Enjoy-
ments, as a free and great People, were
owing to the Eafe and Safety of a Prince,

without whom we had been loft: and un-
done. The Mafs of the Multitude con-
curred in the fame reafonablc Sentiments,

and the Crown of Great Britain had all

that Weight Abroad, which could pofli-

bly arife from this happy Situation of our
Affairs at Home.

What then was done on the Part of the

Government, to alter fuch a Situation of
Affairs? Was any Liberty invaded, any
Property injured, or any Man, or Body
of Men molcfted? Was any Grievance or

Innovation introduced or countenanced by
the
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the Minlilers> Was not all pofiible Care
taken by them, to keep all Men eafy un-
der them > Conftant Attention was given

to the Difcharge of our Debts. The year-

ly Supplies asked of the People were mo-
derate, and the manner of raifing them
fcarcely felt. The utmoft Wifdom and
Integrity was fhewn in fupplying the

Courts of Judicature. Publick Credit

could never have better Security, nor was
Publick Juftice ever better adminifterM.

The Church of England^ and all Orders
of the Clergy were, as they always ought

to be, proteded in their Right. AH other

Religious Perfuafions had the largeft Share
of Liberty and Protection : No reafona-

ble Indulgence was ever asked by them,

but it was granted to them. The King-

dom was thus in a happy and fiourifliing

Condition , without Alarms from other

Nations , without Divifion among our

felves. Liberty was uninvaded, Property

facred, and Juftice unfufpeded. No Part

of the People were either fuffered, or in-

clined to hurt the reft : All were fafe, and
all had Satisfadion.

Could greater Wickednefs be attempted

by Man, or greater Mifchief done to the

People, than to change this perfed State

of Happinefs;, to make the People weary-

of their own Eafe, and diffatisfied with

the



the nioft equal Protcclion •, to improve all

Accidents againfl the pubh'ck Tranquility ,

and whatever thrcatned the State with Di-

fturbance, to anticipate all the Evils of it,

by enflaming and diftracling the People.

In fhort, to fow Difcord in a Nation per-

fectly quiet , and revive Parties when
they begun to be reconciled with each
other-, to make the Burden of Affairs too

heavy a Weight on the Shoulders of the
Adminiflration

:,
and the Populace fo

reftlefs , as hardly to be ruled by the

mod juft and reafonable Mcafures of Go-
vernment.

XVhen Nations have recovered their Li-
berties, and fccured their Conflitution

:

When the Invaders of their Rights, and
the Enemies of their Country are over-
thrown and defeated: When the Publick
is protected as it ought to be, and the an-
cient Laws appear to be impartially ad-
miniftered, no Man can ask or dcfire more
from the Government of his Country,
than to prcfcrve and continue thefe Ad-
vantages. Whatever new Accefiions of
Happinefs, whatever Improvement of his
private Affairs may be moil at his Heart,
the Government can have no particular
Concern in this. Every Addition to his
Fortunes ought to be the Acquilition of
his honefl Induflry- and the Protcftion of

equal



equal Laws, which he is entitled to, and
which he freely enjoys, allows him, in the

Purfuit of his private Intereft, all poflible

Advantage which can be compatible with
the Good of his Country.

The Love of Power, and the Lull of

Lucre, as they caufe Defires in Men to

ftand above Equality with Mankind-, fo

they prompt Attempts in enterprizing

Minds, incompatible with equal Laws, or

pubUck Good. Ambition and Avarice

will not be content with a common Share

of Wealth and Authority, nor bound their

Defires by the common and honefl Means
of indulging; them. Thus the Paffions of

particular Men interfere with the general

Interefts •, and urged by the Violence of

thofe PafTions, particular Men advance

their own Views, even againft the Good
of Mankind.

The Generalit}^ of the People defire no

more than Liberty toexercife their honeft

Induflry, and Laws to protect their fair

Acquilitions. They feek not after Honour
or Power •, nor are they fond of thofe

Men who happen to enjoy Dftinclions of

this Sort. On the contrary, they are apt

to be jealous and fufpicious of all who pof-

fefs great Wealth, or acquire great Au-
thority r'WhilO: thofe whom Ambition or

Avarice

\
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Avarice have taught to envy and covet

thofe glittering Advantages, are conflant

in making Applications to the Jealouties

and Sufpicions of the Multitude ^ which
jealous and fufpicious Spirit, if it does

not always appear, yet it is at any time
eafily raifed, and fometimes Accidents

concur to make it more violent. Hence
the Malice and Lufts of bad Men are too

frequently gratified, whofe inceffant La-
bour it is to make the Great, whom they
envy, be jealoufly treated by the Popu-
lace-, from thence univerfally odious, and
thereby more eaiily undone.

Did the People know how little their

Happinefs is the Purfuit of thofe who fo

eafily draw them into their Qj.iarrcls : Did
they know how feldom thofe who are mod
clamorous for the Publick , have any
Meaning at all beyond their private Inte-

refts: Did they fee how eager thofe very

Patriots are to fell tkem, v/ho are mofl
afliduous to court them: Did they fee the

corrupt Applications of thofe who daily

declaim at Corruption, fee Men pretend-

ing that the Treafures of their Country
are lavifhed away by the Adminiflration,

at the fame Time offering inwieufd Sums,

more than ever were raifed, merely to

outbid the Minillers : Did they conlidcr

that there is not a Meafure of Govern-

B mcnt.
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ment, which thefe Men prefume to defame

as a iUrty Job^ hvx what they theiiifelves

would comply with, nay even go beyond

it, could they have the Honour and Fa-

vour of being employed in tranfading it:

Did the People fee the Malice and Selfifb-

nefs of thefe publick Spirits, their cruel

Revenge againft all who fet Bounds to

their Schemes of acquiring more Power
than is fafe, and engroifing more Wealth
than is honefl, their unfatistied Defires

not even content with large Eftates of ma-
ny Thoufands per Annwn^ but violently

bent to enlarge them, even by any Means

:

Did they compare their real Seltiflmefs

with their pretended Difintereftednefs
^

their private Paflions againfl Particulars,

with their filfe Pretenfion to Zeal for the

Publick : Did they confider that all the

Violence of fuch Men againft Particulars

would, if their Views (liould be at any
Time oppofed by the Publick, turn it felf

with equal Fury againft the Publick •, and
that they labour with fo much Induftry to

deftroy the Adminiftration, only bccaufe

the Minifters are the Medium and the Bar-

rier between themfelves and the Publick,

which muft become their Prey, when the

Means of Prevention are removed : Did
they fee thefe Things, and that they do
not fee them, is at all Times wholly ow-
ing to Negled or Inattention , They would
never be moved or agitated, carried away

or
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nilfled by the Arts of Ambition. Afniring

Men might envy Greatnefs, and covet

Power, yet neither their Spleen would be

(hared, nor their Hopes encouraged by the

People. Mankind would be wifer than
to divide into Parties, and they would
leave thofe who ad only for themfelves,

ro ad altogether by themfelves.

That fuch is the Cafe very often be-

tween the People, and thofe who profefs

themfelves Patriots, Hiflory and Expe-
rience demonftrate in numberlefs In-

ftanccs. Indeed how fhould it be other-

wife, when Men neither better nor wifer,

but too frequently worfe than the reft of

the World, fet themfelves up as poirelled

of all the Wifdom and Goodnefs left in

the World : When Men who have had
immenfe Donations, Favours and Bounties

from the Crov/n, oppofe themfelves to the

Diftribution of Favours by the Crown
^

and after having obtained large Inftanccs

of Royal Grace, declaim againfl the like

Inftances to others, as detrimental to the

Publick. In fuch Cafes as thefe, where
Men would afhfl all the Schemes and
Meafures of the Government, provided

they were favoured with a Share to their

own Willies in that Government-, and
when fuch Men really have a fli fled the

Government , whilil: their own Views
B 2 were
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were fatisficd •, and ever fince their pri-

vate Views could not be fatisfied, have

oppofed the Government: 1 fay. In Cafes

like thefe, where fuch Men cannot pofli-

bly declaim at any Meafures of Govern-

ment but what they advifed and approved

of, whilft it was their private Intereft to do

fo *, is it not plain and manifeft that they de-

claim againft them now, becaufe it is not

their private Interefl to approve them >

And is fuch an Oppofition as this the Caufe

of the People ? Or whofe Intereft do thofe

Men ad for, who ad: from fuch Mo-
tives >

The Struggle between the Whig and
Tory Parties for the Succeflion to the

Throne, ended in the Vidory gained by
the JFbigs, who fixed that Prince, and that

Family on the Throne, whom they had
always wiChed to fee there. The Motives

of Prudence and Gratitude induced the

late King to chufe thofe Men for his Ser-

vants, who had been his Friends* and to

look upon thofe as his natural Support

^

who had been his cojijlant Adherejits.

TheWhjgshemg thus admitted into Truft,

and the Tories excluded, the latter became
Mutineers againfl the Government, be-

caufe they had no Share in the Govern-

ment;, but their Defigns were not con-

cealed, they complained of their Exclufion

from



[13 3

from Power as their capital Grievance.

And having nothing more alarming than

this, the People at length faw the Folly of

the Clamour, and in the end grew uncon-

cerned at thofe Complaints, which wholly
arofe from private biterejls.

The Torjf Fa^io7i thus declining in Cre-

dit, and grown unformidable in their Op-
pofition, the Whigs had all the Power and
Favour of the Crown to (hare among them-
felves;, nay, there is a Time ftill recent in

memory, I mean when Layers Plot came
before the Britifi Parlia?ne?it, at which
time there was not a Whig in the Houfe of

Comamons difTenting from the Bocfy of the

Party.

The Tory Interejl grew weak, and the

Whigs powerful by the Dirpofition of Fa-

vours and Employments. For if the Pro-

fit of ferving the Publick in Places be com-
puted at any Sum, and this be raifed equal-

ly upon the People, that Party which is

admitted into Trufl: will have more than a

Retribution,^ whilO: the other Party is like

a Scale, continually lofing Weight, without
any new AccefTion to maintain the Balance

^

fo that in a certain Procefs of Time the

lofing Party muft quite dwindle to no-

thing, and the prevailing Party, by conti-

nuing in Employments of Profit, mufl be-

come
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come able to purchafe all the Lands in the

Kingdom.

This had an undoubted Tendency to

fecure the prefent Eflablifhment on the

moft lading Foundation, as it would mod
effedually have given the Weight of the

handed IntereH entirely on the Side of the

Government, and have lodged the natural

Tower of the State with thofe who were

natural Friends to the prefent Eftablifli-

ment.

The whole Body of the Whigs had the

highefl reafon to be fatisfied with the

Courfe of Things-, but it was impoilible

to continue that Satisfadion among them
long, when once they begun to differ about

their feveral Shares of Power and Favour.

It was not difficult to make them agree,

that all Employments of Truft and Profit

fhould be divided among themfelves : But
how to make the refpedive Allotments,

and how to fatisfy Particulars that what
fhould fall to their feveral Shares was as

much as properly belonged to them, or

that they ought to follicit no more than

what came reafonably to their Shares -,

this was the diflicult Task indeed, and
this in the naturepf Things mufl produce

Divifion •, fo that it was not poffible by any

means in the World to prevent Fadion and
Oppofition.



[ 15 ]

Oppofition. Had the Adminlftration been
capable of ading with intinite Wifdom and
Juftice, yet would this Difagrcement of
Views and Interefls among their Friends,

at all Events, have procured them bitter

and implacable Hatred. No human Abili-

ties or Virtues could pofubly prevent this

DiiTcntion;, and the Corruption to which
it was owing was not in the Miniftry, but
in the Heart of Man. Neither was the

Conteft which proceeded from it a Strug-

gle for Liberty^ but a Contention for Poiver,

influenced by no Zealfor the Vublick^ but

hy private Vajfions -^ nor conduded for the

Good of the People, but altogether for

private 'Ends^ and for private hiterejls.

The prefent Adminiflration jfound every
thing eafy at firfl:, and all their Friends

compliant with their Meafurcs ^ but it was
whilftall their Friends had Expectations,

and few or none had met with Difappoint-

ments. But when it was found that under
this governing Party it would be impoflible

to gratify all •, when fome had raifcd their

Hopes too high, and others had rated their

IVIerits higher •, when Competitions arofe,

and Interefls begun to clafli ; when fome
imagined that they had a Right to manage
all Things, and many defired thofc Things
which could not be allowed them, without
provoking or difgufling others , then thofe

who
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who had Paflion enough to quarrel about

particular Difpofitions, and Pride enough

to fancy that they could controul the Ma-
nagement ofthe whole, begun to form Par-

ties for themfelves,and by all poffible means

to break the JVhig Intereft^ which was the

governing Party, thereby to introduce their

own, and over-rule the reft.

But as thefe State Schifmatkks were too

few in number to make a Church of them-

felves, they had no other way to make
themfelves formidable than to fall in with

theViews and Attempts of the Tories, Nei-

ther was this Conceit pradicable, bur by
mutL&l Engagements to give them a Share

ofPower and Favour whenever the govern-

ing Party fhould be overcome, and thofe

who had long been in fhould give way to

thofe who had lo7ig been out.

Yet even v/ith this Reinforcement of

Whig Renegadoesy the Tory ?arty ftill were
weighed in the Balance, and ftill were
found, wanting. What could then be at-

tempted to break the Whig Intereft .<? What
was necelTary now to be done, when all

the united Squadrons within Doors could

make no Stand againft the Whigs on the

Side of the Adminiftration?

To
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To divide the People was then the orily

Attempt that could do any Service in this

Cafe. But what had the People to do in

the Quarrels of Parties? Or how were

they coHcerned in the Difpofition of Pla-

ces? This would weigh very little with

the Publick -^ and the Multitude could ne-

ver be taught to believe, that the Nation
was ever the worfe, becaufe a particular

Man had not the Promotion or Employ-
ment which he demanded ;,

neither could

it by any means make an ho?ieft fenfible

EngUJlmian uneafy,that one was denied the

Seals^ or another refufed the 'Peerage,

The Bufincfs therefore properly was to

perfuade the People that they were ill ufed

in general by thofe who had been fo un-

kind to thefe worthy Gentlemen in parti-

cular-., fo that makin* loud Complaints
againft publick Affairs became the Confe-

quence of private Ruptures*, whilfl ambi-
tious Men, not knowing how to nuke the

World interclt themfelves in petty Quar-
rels, nor able to make the Publick adopt

perfonal Refentments , were pleafed froni

henceforth to call it a national Caitfe^

and difavowed all Regard to lefs important

Concernments.

G Thus
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Thus did they profefs themfelves the

Servants of the Publick, that they might

make the People their Slaves. In order

to get the Publick into their Hands, they

laboured to wrefl it from the Hands of the

Adminiftration. In making themfelves

dangerous to the King's Interefts, they

meant to make themfelves neceffary to his

Service, By the Danger on one Side, and
the Necellity on the other, they hoped and
expected that they (hould even compel the

Prince on the Throne to the Choice of

their own Perfons : And thus by a fatal

Election the People of Eiigland were to

become their Pofleffion ^ we were all to

have been at their Mercy, who never re-

garded us otherwife than as they thought

they could fell us. Whilft the Abilities

and faithful Behaviour of the Minifters

made the Profped: of this more dillant, and
the Defign lefs pradicable, their Rage was
redoubled againft thofe Perfons who gave

fuch Obftrudion to their Scheme.

To carry on this Scheme more plaufi-

bly, they ftrenuoufly inii{ted,tbat they ftill

continued to be Whigs ^ notwithflanding

that they were governed and led by the

worft and mofl inveterate of the Tories,

And though they aded in conjundion with

the Vatron of the Schism Bill, yet they

ftill
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:

ftill avowed themfelves zealous Friends to

the Toleration of the Frotejiant Biffenters.

Nay,thoi]gh they aflbciated and concerted

their Affairs with one who had adually

been engaged in the PfvEtender's Ser-
vice, yet they ftill infifted on their invio-

lable Duty to the Prince on the Throne,

and to the Frotejlant Succeffion,

To enlighten the Underftandings of the

People, it was nccefiary next to fet forth

a Weekly hweEiive againfl: the Adminiftra-

tion, to miflead the Ignorant, to inflame

the Weak, and to help the Ill-defigning

with Topicks of Clamour and Uncallnefs.

The Jealoufies and the Sufpicions of the

People were to be applied to,their Pafllons

worked upon, and the Multitude ma*de,

every Man of them,as angry as if they had
all of them loft Places, and flood in the

hopelefs Condition of thofe who made all

this Uproar about it.

To break the Whig Interefl more eflFed:u-

ally, it was diligently propagated, as a

felf-evidcnt Docl:rine, that Whigs and

Tories were the fame Men, and had the

fame Meanino;*, that Party t^arnes were idle

Sounds, which had lofl their Significations^

and that there was now no other Bufinefs

for Whigs or Tories than this, that tliey

fliould all unite to dejlroy the Achniuiflra'

tioiu C 2 That
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That this might become a popular Un-
dertaking, they fin2;led out the Perfon of

the principal Minifter, and him they de-

voted to all the Abuie with which they

could load his Name •, without any regard

to his Rank or Diilinction, without any re-

gard to the Characler which he had borne

among themfelves, without any regard to

Truth or Decency, or even common Dif-

cretion. Every Mode of Slander was quite

worn out in this Courfe of defaming him,

and the vail: Fund of political Scandal quite

exhaufled. Not only his perfonal Charader

was ftretched upon the Rack, but his pri-

vate Life and ViWiily Affrdrs brought before

their tremendous inquifition. Proceeding

for five Years together in this tedious, un-

wearied Attempt of making a Minifler

odious, under whom the Publick was fafe,

and with whom the People were fatisned,

from whom thefe Men had received no In-

fults to their Petrons,or Attacks upon their

Fame, but on the contrary all the Pvind-

nefs and Indulgence that any Minifler

could (liewthem, more indeed than they

could expecl, and much more than they

could pretend to •, infomuch that Stran-

gers, who might take a View of their Con-
duel, mufl think the Cuflom of this King-

dom to be more prodigious than anything

^n Earth : They acled as if it was a Maxim
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in Britain to divide the People into angry

Parties whenever any proud ambitious

Man hath a private Quarrel with a Mini-

fter :,
and to chan2;e the Adminiffcration it

felf, becaufe the imperious haughty Hu-
mour of an afpiring Malecontent wills that

it SHALL be fo»

Such was the wild Riot, the lewd un-

hallowed Licentioufnefs of Men, who be-

ing uneafy and difappointed in their pri-

vate Affairs, carried the Qiiarrel into pub-

lick Proceedings, and endeavoured to in-

fpire- the People with all their Violence

without their Provocations,

Soon after thefe ' private Quarrels at

Home had thus occafioned the forming of

Parties among us, the Affairs of Europe^

and the Interefts of her Kings, which are

always in a State of Fluctuation , ever

prone to change, and often tending to

Diforder •, thefe begun to fnew an angrv

Afpecl, and this encouraged our diffatif-

fied Party to renew their Rage. When
all Men ought in this Cafe of common
Danger, to have united for the Preferva-

tion of their Country; when the Safety

of all required the Afliftance of all. They
rot only denied their own Help, but en-

deavoured with all their MiC!;ht, to difa-

l)Ie thofe whofe Duty and Interefl, and

5 z.e^-
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zealous Care it was to fave and preferve

us.

In all our Difputes with Foreign Pow-
ers, they conflantly efpoufed the Prince

who acted againfl us : And when the

Crown of Spain demanded Gib r altar.
of this Nation, thcfe faithful EnfUfumen
took much Pains to fupport t-hofe De-
mands

^
proving as far as they pofTibly

could carry the falfe Pretenfion, that the

SpaniaPvDs had a Right to the Place
^

and that a LetteFv which fuhjeBed it to

the Tower of Parliament^ was a pofitive

?ro?mfe to give it up.

When the only Debate between Great

Britain and Spain was the Affair of Gi-

braltar: When the 5/^^7zi^;'^x declared

that they would obferve no Terms of

Peace or Friendfliip with us, unlefs we
furrendered it to tjiem : When the King,

and his Adminiftration, refolutely bent to

maintain the Poilerfion, refufed to hear-

ken to thofe Demands, fortified the Place,

fupported it againil: the Siege, and flood

the Hazard of all Events, rather than lofe

it : At that very Time did thcfe Men fo-

ment a mod unnatural Jealoufy, that the

Miniftry fecretly deii2;ned to furrender it

:

And at the fame Inflant that they them-
felves vi^oroully fupported the Spanifix

Clainij
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Cla'wi, they charged it as a Crime on the

Adminiftration, that they privately fa-

voured that Claim, although the Mini-
fters openly maintained our PolFefiion a-

gainft the whole Power of Spain,

When the King, and his Adminiftrati-

on, had fhcwed the tirmefl Refolution in

preferving that important Place: When
both Houfes of Parliament had, on the

Motion of thcMiniftry, folemnly laid be-

fore His Majefly their concurring Refolu-

tions, declaring their entire Dcpcndance
on him, that he would preferve his un-
doubted Right to that Place : When his

prefcnt moft Sacred Majcfly had pledged
his Royal Faith to both Houfes, in An-
fvver to that Addrefs : Yet did thefe Men
proceed even to fuggcft, that notwith-
ftanding this mofl folemn A6t of the whole
Legiflature, and againft the Declarations
of King, Lords and Coimnons^ the Mini-
flers had by a secret Article, agreed
to give up Gibraltar,

In Relation to the Ostend Company,
which drew the huperial Court into the

Ql-iarrel, they who before that Mifunder-
(landing, treated it as Criminal in the Ad-
miniftration to lit flill, and fuffer that

Company to trade in the Indies^ cyqxi

They made it criminal in theMiniftcrs to

differ
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differ with the Jmperialifts about that Com-
pany : And what they had infifled on as a

Duty, became a Mifdemeanor when it

was complyed with. We of all Nations,

they faicly ought to prevent Interlopers

from running away with our Trade :, and
yet prefently after we were taught a new
Lellon: The Dutch, they told 7is, were

the Parties more properly concerned to

oppofe fuch Interlopers -, and we, it fee?tu^

had little or no Concern in the Cafe.

As all the Princes who had any Mifun^

{landing with us, were fu re of their Coun-
tenance and good Offices ^ fo whatever

Nation continued in Alliance and Friend-

(hip with us, v/as the Subject of perpetual

Invedive. Their fiercefl Rage turned a-

gainft France, whilft the French were fup-

pofed to be cordially in our Interefts.

They were continually abufing and revi-

ling that Court, and their Miniftry, whilft

they acled in Conjunction with ours. They
alarmed the whole Nation about the Re-

pairs of DuNKiFvK, in hopes of diftref-

{ing our Councils by that Means. They
railed a Clamour, even that Seven hun-

dred and fifty Irijh Recruits (liould be de-

fired by the French^ whilft they had Fears

that any good Offices on either Side
,

might contribute to the Harmony between

the two Nations. But as foon as ever

they
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they faw the Scene of Negotiation chang-

ed, and that the Fre?ich would be no lon-

ger neceliary or ufeful to the Britifl) Inte-

refts, their Fury againfl the French Mini-

ftry immediately relented, the Cdvdin^l

had Peace from that Moment •, and from

thenceforth they never fo much as afk'ed

one Qiieftion about the State of Dunkirk^

becaufe their Clamours againfl the French

could have no further Tendency to hurt

the Britiji} Adminiftration.

The Germans were their ^reat Fa-

vourites, as long as the Imperialijis were
at Variance with the BritiJIj Nation. The
Agreement with that Court was mightily

prellcd by them, whilft they thought it

was imprad:icable. They reprefented it

as our only natural JUiance^ as the only

Accomn:)odation that could fave us from
Ruin. They boafted it as their darling

Meafure, The Minifters were moft in-

folcntly told by a certain worthy Perfon in

Ful^lick, that if they ivoull at Lifl come in-

to this Meafure :, if they would comply with

thofe Terms which He hadfo long Dicta-
Ted r^r/7^w-, why then he would a?fiver

for all his Friends^ that they would fupport

the Adminiftration. And how did thefe

Gentlemen behave, when the tirfl: Reports

were fpread Abroad of this Accommoda-
tion ? Why, they publiflied a Hague

D Let-
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Letter, reprefenting this Accommoda-
tion as VerfiJioits^ Scdndrilons and D//;z^^-

rous^ as a Breach of Treaties, a Compacl:

that would unite Trance and ^pahi againft

us •, a Project that would involve us in a

blqody and expenfive ^Var :, fo that what

they had prelTed upon the Miniflers as ab-

folutely nccelfary to fave us all from

Ruin, when it was comply'd with, was
treated by them, as what would involve

us ail in Ruin : What they recommended as

a mod natiirnl-, prudent^ and honourable

Alliance, became, in their Opinions, when
it was concluded, a moft perfidious^ villai-

7wus^ dangerous Meafure. And thus the

Miniflers were to be made not only odi-

ous, if they aded againft the Advice of

thefe Patriots, but alfo equally odious if

they purfued that Advice. Refolved and
determined to defame them in every

Shape, they abufed them for not doing

Things, which when done, they equally

abufed them for doing , and fuch Mea-
fures as could not fucceed, they made to

be abfolutely necefTliry:, yet when thefe

Meafures were efieded , they try'd to

make them as infamous as pofllble.

During the Mifunderflanding with
Spain, the Accidents at Sea furniflied

them with moft en flaming Topicks of In-

vedives, and their Harangues were em-
ployed
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ployed upon thefe dreadful Depredations,

*till they had tired the trading Towns
with Clamours a,2;ainn: the Minifters.

Though it niioiht be proved, as it hath

appeared on the Examination in Parlia-

ment, that all the Depredations (ince the

Ceffation of Arfns preceding the ^e^ce of
Utrecht^ never amounted, ataMeJjinn^ to

the Value of Fivi^ Tboufand Founds 3.

Year •, which, if it be computed with Re-
lation to the Jamaica Trade, hath not

been, in the whole Time of Twenty
YeaFvS, Twenty SbiUings per Cent upon
that Trade •, and in Relation to the pri-

vate Commerce carried on with the Spanijh

Weft-Indies, it hath not amounted to Two
and a half per Cent, upon the .whole Va-
lue of that Trade : Yet as much Noife and
Uproar hath been made on this vSubjeft,

as if the whole Trading Intercfl: q^ Britain

had been facriticed, and all the Merchants
made Bankrupts by thefe Depredations.

At length, when nothing clfc was thocght

poffible to fatisfv the Clamorous and the

Uneafy, the King's Ships of W^ir at

Jamaica, during this lad Summer, had
Inflruclions to make Rcprizals. And
what then? Why the Merchants would
not confent to it. They moft flrcnuoully

foUicited Admiral 5/r^wr?rf againfl: it:, for

that the Dcftrutlion of the Trading Ships

of Spain, would occafion a ftop to all

D 2 their
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their Private Commerce in the Spajujlj

We(}-hidies : And thus ended the fierce

Uproar upon that important Affair.

The Adminidration however have ,

notwithftanding thefe inconfiflent Cla-

inours of particular Merchants, given frefh

Inftruclions to the fame Admiral, that he

fnall make Reprizals with all pofhble Vi-

gor. Nor hath their Care been wanting

at the Court of Seville^ where to their Zeal

it hath been owing, that the Governors

of Vorto Rico and San Domingo have been

difgraccd, for having, countenanced fuch

Depredations on our Commerce. Thofe

Governors have been fent for Home in

Irons, to anfwer the Charge. Strift Or-

ders have been fent to Kcw Spain by his

Cnthclick Majejly ^ for the Prevention of

thefe Grievances and Complaints for the

future. Commiffaries have alfo been ap-

pointed on his Part, to treat with ours,

in order to make Satisfadion for all former

Loffes of this Kind : And as a Beginning

of the Reparations which they are to

make the Sithjecis of Britain^ the Spa-

nifi Ccmt have already paid a large

Sum of Money to the South Sea Com-

pany ^ in Retribution of fome former

Seizures.

Can
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Can any Man conceive that all this

Hurricane of Oppofition hath not cod the

Nation immenfe Sums •, that foreign Prin-

ces have not been obftinatc in Proportion

to the Difficulties and Diftrcfs of the Ad-
miniftration at Home:, that the Courts A-
broad did not perceive that the longer

they delayed an Accoinnicdation with us,

the more uncafy thefe Patriots would make
the People -^ and that the Tvlinifl-ers were
under the flronger Neceflity of Peace

Abroad, in Proportion to thefe Feuds
at Home ? Let any Man who doubts

this, read Lord Lexington's Letter from
M ADR. ID in the latter Part of the late

Qj-^een's Time, where he gives an Account
of his Converfation with Kiug Philip,
about the Catalans, JFe know^ fays that

Prince, that the Veace is as neceffary toyon
as h is to us, and that ycii will not break off

the Isegotiations for a Trifle. This was
the Language of that Time, and there can

be no doubt that the fame Lo^ick
hath been madeufe of fince, though there

is a mod material Difference between
the NecefTity of Peace under the two fe-

veral Adminiflrations. The then Mini-
flers' made a Peace neceifary to them-
felves, by betrayinc^ all the x\dvanragcs of a

long and glorious War into the Hands of

the Common EneiLy. The prefent Mini-

flers
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flers found it ncceffary, not from any Ad-
vantages which they had given to Princes

in Enmity with us, but from the reftlefs

Strife of Parties at Home, continually

working in Favour of thofe Powers againfl:

thePeace andGovcrnment oftheir Country.

Is this Patriotifra, this the Caufe ofthe Peo-

ple > Who can we charge with the Expence
of Additional Troops andextraordijiary Sifp-

plies, but thofe who have efpoufed, and
even encouraged foreign Courts in their

Quarrels with Britain ? And yet thefeMen
call themfelves Servants of the Vnhlick

Perfons who have drawn the Refent-

ments of the Minifters upon themfelves,

by the mighty Good which they have done
to the People.

AVhilfl: they have thus been carrying on
this Work of Diviiion among the People,

it may deferve our Attention to refled

how they have hated the Prince on the

Throne, No Man can forget their early

Profeflions of Duty and Devotion to all

the Royal Family. Their QjJarrel was,

they told us, altogether with the Minifters
^

and they have the highefl: Senfe of his

Maje{ty'sGoodnefs,tho' they had the utmoft

Abhorrence of his wicked Mmiffcry. At
his prefent Majefty's Acceflion, they of-

fered up their Vows of Service and Fide-

lity to the World's End , they confcnted to

all
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all that could be defired in Behalf of his

Civil Lif}-^ and were fo very yielding,

that, as it has been faid, without any Denial
or Contradidion, they offered His Maje-
fly more than He thought good to ac-

cept : They would, we are told, have given

Him Thirty Thousand Pounds
per A?ifmm, even out of the Sinking
Fund itfelf. But becaufe this very rea-

fonable Propofition had no Countenance,

and their Schemes no Credit or Succefs,

a formal War mull forthwith be pro-

claimed with the Throne. The King
mud be libelled in abnfive Faralleh, His
Royal Cofifort, without any Regard to the

Privilege of her Sex, moft infamoufly in-

fulted and the fame violent Defamation
made ufe of againft Majefly^ as had been fo

long and fo liberally thrown out at the
Perfons in his Adminiftration.

Had this been all that was attempted
ac;ainft the Perfcn and the Family of our
facred Sovereign, nothing could excufe

even this, but all mril hr.ve treated it as

a moft wild and frantick Part, the idle

Rage of a Lunatick. But when we (aw
the fame Malice and Violence, which had
appeared under the dark Coverts of libel-

lous Parallels, throw itfelf into a much
more formidable Shape, openly invading
the Royal Title to the Crown, difpu-

tino:
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ting the Terms of Allegiance, ftriking at

the Ties between the Sovereign and Sub-

jeds of this Kingdom, denying the Prince

on the Throne the common Supplies for

the Service of the current Year, defaming

inciifcrhnhiately all the Meafures of Sixteen

Yearspaft;, aiferting, that in all the Ma-
nagements of fo long a Space of Time, there

had not even once been the leaf} hitentio7i

of regarding the Good of the Viihlick
;,
and

thus in all things aiming the Blow at

the Foundations of our Happinefs ^ what
Wods can exprefs the Indignation and
Amazement which fuch Proceedings as

thefe mufl: create in thofe who were Wit-
nelTes to them !

r

Yet whilfl they have thought themfelves

at liberty to vilify all Men after this man-
ner, who had either a Share in the Admi-
niftration, or any Attachment to it, not

fparing even the King and Royal Family,
merely for approving it •, hath there at the

fame tmie been a corrupt Proje&or or a

profcrihed Criminal with whom they would
not alTociate themfelves, and whom they

have not taken into their moll intimate

Councils? Whoever hath heretofore be-

trayed or fold his Country, hath been en-

titled to a full Share of their Favour and
Confidence, provided he would but once

come into their Scheme of dejlroying the

Admi-
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AdminiJlratio7i. Nay, the Merits of all fuch

Attempts were fo confidcrable , that in

ineer confideration of this, they undertook

to juflify B 's Chara6ler^ maintain-

ing the Honour and good Faith of his

Dealings, the Integrity of his Heart, and
the fpotlefs Innocence of his Life ^ whilft

the fame Hand that had defamed the

King, the Royal Family^ and whole Admi-
7iiftratton, became the honed, modeft, and
confident Advocate for B — ^'s virtuous

Reputation,

It hath often been ecchoed in our Ears,

that thefe noble confederated Patriots have
made a moft glorious Stand againfl Cor-
ruption ^ I cannot therefore neglecl fome
Notice of their great Services in relation

to the Bill which was obtained againfl: that

Pradice. They have themfelves in one
fingle Corporation, (ince that Bill pafTed

into a Law, fpent above 71?;; Thonfand
Potmds to turn the Eledion •, I mean the

Town of B " d. In the Ckji of
London itfelf a very notable Attempt
hath lately fucceeded to improve the Tory

Influence •, and they have taken the No-
mination of all Workmen^ Artificers, &c.
from the Court of Aldermen, where the

Majority are Whigs ^ transferring this

Right of Nomination to the Committee
for

E
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for letting the City Lands, where the Ma-
jority are Tories. I could name number-
lefs Inftances of Profufion and Manage-
ment in the great Work of ?iew modelling

Corporations •, but I will not forget that of

L le, where Fifteen Guineas a Vote
were given in the Eledion of a Mayor.
Who then can doubt the Sincerity of our

^006. Patriots in their Declamations againfl:

Corruption, or their (incere Defigns in

framing Laws to prevent it >

Thefe, no doubt of it, are Inftances, in

their Apprehenfion , of the great Good
which they have done to the People :, and
perhaDS they will take it ill of me fhould

I negled the Wonders which they have

done in defeating Evils and preventing

Grievances which never would have hap-

pened. It hath fallen to the Lot of the

prefent Adminiftration, that they have

been obliged to anfwer, not only for things

which they have done^ but alfo for Things
which they have not done. Whenever any
dreadful and provoking Chima^ra prefent-

ed itfclf to the vifionary Minds of thefe

Men, inflantly the Miniftry were to be as

much abufed and vilified, upon the Suppo-
fition of their making unjuft Attempts, as

if they had a^ually made them. What is

there that is wicked or monftrous, which
hath
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hath not been imputed to their Defigns >

And when the Minifters have cleared

themfelves from the Imputation, thefe

worthy Perfons have ftill pretended to ju-

flify the Sufpicion. ReJIrahits of the Prefs

have foraetimes been attempted, and there-

fore the Adminiftration have been charged

with Defigns to obtain fuch a Law. A^s
of Grace have been (bmetimes obtained,

and therefore the Miniftry are to be char-

ged with a View of procuring themfelves

this Indemnity. Members of the Hoitfe of
Cofnmons have been fometimes Expelled
for being difagreeable to former Minifters,

and therefore the prefent Miniflers are to

be charged with Defigns to expel whom
they do not like, All thefe Accufations

have no other Support, than what can be

drawn from this notable Rcafoning, that

the \vov[\:jMinifIers have madefuchAttempts^
and therefore we are to believe the ivorji

of the prefent Mhiiflers^ though they never

fliewed in their Lives any fuch Difpofi-

tions, but always aded diametrically op-

pofite to them. Nay, though they do this,

though they acl ever fo uprightly, yet dill

the juft Reward of Integrity is denied

them. They are faid to have no good

Meaning even in good Adion?. They are

charged with all the-Guilt of bad Defigns,

which never were in their Hearts -^ and
E 2 that
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that tliofe Defigns which never exifted,

have not been attempted, is wholly afcri-

bed to the Difcoveries of thofe who found

them out before they had a Being.

Will the Veople of England think that

thefe Proceedings are meant for their

Good > Or that thofe t^ho carry them on

are their Friends) Will they hold and
maintain, that all this Outrage and Vio-

lence hath no other Source than the Love
of their dear Country > Or that it hath

no other End than the Happinefs of

us, and of our Pofterity > That there is

no Ambition or Avarice in this mighty
Hunt after Power and Wealth? That
there is no Revenge in all this Flame
of Paffion > No arbitrary and tyrannical

Nature to be feen in fo much lawlefs rio-

tous Uproar? Will the People think that

Thirty Thousand Pounds per Annum
was offered out of the Sinking Fund,
purely for their Advantage and Benefit ?

That Applications and Ne,2;otiations

were carried on in Courts and Clofets by
thefe Country Patriots , merely for the

Sakes of their beloved Friends the Peo-

ple? That Vows of DeJIru&ion, Solemn
Leagues /z-w^ Covenants, bloociy AJfo-

clations^ and horrid' hnprecations^ were

inade from a PaiTion of ferving the Pub^

^ lick
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lick, from no private Rancour of Heart,

or from no bitter and vindidive Spirit >

That Converfations Eleven Tears old were
trumped up and publiflied for the Good of
Mankind, and infamous private Scandal
vented for the Welfare of the Publick?

That Domeftick Life, and the little Af-
fairs of Neighbourhoods, have been
drawn into Print for the Service of a Na-
tion? Or that thofe Men who acled in

this Manner merit their Affection , or

have fhewn them any Marks of Love>
Whofe Caufe then have they carried on,

but their own Uttle dirty partial Strife ^

Or what Adherents ought they to have,

but their Tools and Mercenaries only >

When they made Alliances with the Fa-
trons of the Peace of Utrecht^ and put

themfclves under the Direction of thofe

able Statefmen, did they do this for the

Reformation of our Councils, and for the

Refinement of our Negotiations? When
they took to their Afliftance the worthy

Vro]eEior and Condii^or of the South-Sea.

Scheme^ did they mean by his Advice to

better regulate the Finances ? Did they

enter into this Union with the Author of
the Canada Expedition, out of Indig-

nation againfl: the ContraB of Torage?
Or did they make their Peace with the

Author
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Author of the Third and Fourth Sithfcrip-

tions, from Abhorrence of the B^nk Con-

traB? When they entered the Lifts to

plead for B 's Fame, was it meant

for the Good of the Nation > Or had they

the Interefls of the People at Heart, when
they lamented the Spirit of Party, which
kept that jufl and upright Man out of the

Adminiftration? Thefe are the Men who
have been the Servants of the Vnhlick for

five Tears paft •, now let the People judge

themfelves what Wages they ought to give

them.

But fince they have pleaded their Ser-

vices to Liberty, as the (hining Merit of

their Oppofition, I will give fome Ac-
count of their Political Creed, concerning

the Freedom of the Prefs, It is, in their

Opinion, an unbounded Licenfe to abufe

all Perfons, and all Things •, to blaft the

fair Reputation of any Man ^ and to af-

perfe the bed Councils of any Miniflry,

without being ma^e accountable for any
Means, right or wrong, which they think

iit to make Ufe of, and without being

obliged to anfwer for the Truth or Ju-
flice, or Equity of their Proceedings. It

is a Liberty to publifh, or if proper Oc-
cafion require it , to invent any P Pv i-

VATE CoNVEPvSATiON, hov/cver diflant

in
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in Time, or fcandalous in its Nature, or

ufelefs or foreign to the Publick. It is a

Liberty to print Funnily and' Domeftick

Tranfadions •, the Tittle Tattk of Neigh-

homhoods^ and the Scandal of Tea Tables.

It is a Liberty of Writing, without being

confined to Truth *, a Liberty of Lying,

without being liable to Reftraint or

Puniihment • and a Liberty of defaming,

without being obliged to make Reparation

for any Wrong, or Satisfaction for any
Injury.

By their Defcriptions and Definitions

of Liberty, Injuries done to a Nation by
Writing are not criminal, nor ought to be

accounted for-, the Publick hath not the

Right of a private Man, and a Minifler's

Fame is in a worfe Condition than that of

the meaneft Subjed •, any defamatory Lies

may be circulated againft him, any odious

Defigns falfly laid to his Charge. It is ho-

ned, great and laudable to deftroy his good
Name by any Means, merely becaufe he
difcharges Trufls of a high Nature. He
may be abufed innocently for what he is

innocent of. Juftice is to correct all the

Members of the Body but the Tongue,
all the Inftruments of A6lion but the Pen,
and all the Vehicles of Scandal but the

Prefs. No Diftindion is to be made
be-
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between the Ufe and Abufe of popular

Rights : So that by this Dodrine, Liberty,

like a Sword, is put into Mens Hands, not

only for Defence, but even for Dejirufiioftj

and whatever Havock is made, wickedly or

wantonly made, it is not to be accounted

for.

Anyone, unacquainted with thefe wor-
thy Perfons, would think from their

large Demands of Liberty, and the vaft

Extent to which they ftretch it, that

they make mighty Allowance to other

Men. But they are as narrow in their

Notions on one Side, as they are bound-
lefs and unconfined on the other. Thofe
who fometimes have incurred their

Difpleafure, have occafionally felt the

Weight ofCudgels^ even almoft to AssA si-

nation. Thofe who have feverely

enquired into their Condud, and thought

fit to appear againft their Proceed-

ings, have been threatned and menaced
with ANOTHER Kind of An-
swEPv. When their publick Attempts
have been debated, they have made
Reprizals on the imputed Author, by
attacking his private Circumftances •, in-

fomuch that his Drefs, his Air, his

Geflurcs and perfonal Characteriflicks

have been made the Subject of publick

Ridicule , nay, whenever any IPamphlet
or
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or Paper bath appeared, which either

provoked their Spleen or their Malice,

they have ufed it as a conftant Pretence

to abufe whomfoever they wanted to re-

vile •, and whether the Perfons attacked

were Authors of the Writings, imputed
to them, or otherwife, they conftantly

reviled and defamed them, as the Au-
thors, in man}^ Cafes too, where they

knew of a Certainty that fjch Perfons.

had no manner of Concern in the Wri*
tings of which they were accufed ^ fo

that Minifters of State, Lords of Parlia-

ment, Prelates of the Church, and Mem-
bers of the Privy Council, have been
treated in this moft infamous Manner,
meerly to gratify the wanton and bafe

Rcfentment of thofe, who had no other

Way to vent their Rage and Scurrility

againfl: them, than by abufing them for

Writings which they did not write, and
fometimes never read. The Chrift'i^mty

of an ilhijlrioux Prelate was drawn into

Q^ijcflion, meerly for writing a -Defence

of Meafurcs which they were pleafcd to

condemn -^ and they evidenced his JFri-

tings for Liberty of Confcience^ as a Proof
that would make his Chriflianity fnfpicious,

Monflrous Immorality, and prodigious In-

confiftency, for Men who pretended to affcrt

F the
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the Rights of Mankind ! Whatever Li-
berty was taken againfl: them, hath met
with a conftant Return of all the Violence

w^hich they could- exert. They have even
injured the Liberties of their Country, by
overflraining and abufing them. They
have made the great Privilege of a free

Prefs almofl a common Nuifance, by their

vile Proftitutions, and their unbounded
Licentioufnefs. To the moft cruel Defa-

mation, they have conflantly added the

mofl abandoned Scurrility. And when
they had laboured for fo many Years

to write out of Doors all Reverence for

lawful Government, they wondered how
any Man could think that they deferved

to be punifhed ^ they appealed to the

People as Servants of the Publick, and
complained of Proceedings againft their

defamatory Libels, as drawn down upon
them by Services done to their Country.

No Man who loves the Liberties or

Happinefs of his Country, can delight in

Proceedings even againfl Lies and De-
famation, which may be equally turn-

ed in evil Days againft the Voice of
Truth and Integrity. But as to thefe

Men who have wantonly drawn them
down on themfelves, Who can they expe(^

fhould
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ihould pity them > Did thofe among
them who have been Minifters, ever

(hew the lead Regard to the Liberty ef
the Trefs} Were they even fatistied with
the Common haws of the Kingdom >

Were they not folicitous, eagerly fo-

licitous for new Reflraints > Let thefe

friends of the Feople^ as they call them-
felves, ask their great Leader, Lord
B— >--KE, how indulgent he was to

popular Liberty during his Time
of Authority } Let us judge from
thence, what a tender Guardian of our

Rights we have loft through that Spi-

rit of Party fo much complained of,

which hath excluded him from a Share

in the Adminiftratioji : Let us judge too,

how our Rights and Liberties are like-

ly to be protedled, ihould they ever

reflore him to that fharc of Power
which he fo worthily loft. But I fear

they will not be fo kind as to inform
us of the Proceedings againft the Prefs

in his Time -^ nay, I am afraid that

they will not admit the Charge, and
therefore I am under the greater Ne-
celTity to explain it in a particular

Manner.

The Craftsman, in his Paper

N^^ 4. Friday^ December 16, 1726. Five

F 2 Years
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Years a^ro, when he firft devoted

himfelf a Servant of the People^ fet out

with this modeft faithful Account of

Lord B ke's Adminiftration.

''
I mufl, fays be, do the Perfons

" then in Power the Juflice to own,
" that they generally fuffered Writings
" againfl: them to be publifhed with
" Impunity, and contented themfelves
" with applying Argument to Argu-
" ment, and anfwering one Piece of
" Wit and Satire with another. The
" only Inflances of any Severity which
'' we meet with, are burning the Bi-
" (hop of St. Afaplfs immortal Pre-
" face, and expelling Sir Richard
'' Steele the Houfe of Commons j but
'' we meet with no grievous hnprifon-
*' nients^ no expenfive Frofecutions or
" bwthetifoine Fines ^ in the Hiflory of
" that Adminiftration."

I could not forbear citing this Pa-
ragraph, as I am a great Lover of
Impartiality, and abhor to fupprefs

any Part of the L B ke's

Praife : Having done this, I will now
fhew the Proceedings in Weflminjler-

Hall, to punifli the Writers of thofe

Times,
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Times, and the Attempts in the Houfe

of Comffwns to reftrain them.

February 1710-1 1. In the Infancy of

that Adminirtration, Mr. Benfon having

wrote a Letter to Sir Jacob Banch^ a-

gainft the Doctrine of the Minehead M-
drefs, that Kings are accountable to noiie

but God •, and SubjeBs bound to obey^

?iotwith(landing any OppreJJion or Tyran-
ny : A Profecution was ordered againft

Him, grounded upon the Pretence of
fonie free Reflexions on the htc Humane
King of Swedens Clemency to Count
Patkul. Vid. ?oL State of Great
Britain J Vol. I. p. 573.

OEiober 2 5. 1 7 1 1 . being the Firft Day
of MicbaebnasTerm, Fourteen Book-
fellers, Printers a?idPubliJIjers, who had
then been lately taken up, and com-
mitted to the Cuftody of KlelTengers by
Mr. Secretary St. John, for printing

and publifhing, appeared at the Bar of
the Court of Q^teens-Bench, Mr. Darby
was among them, committed only for

printing an Account of a Trnnflation of
that PaiTage in Tacitus^ which relates

how Cefelliiis Baffus deceived the Em-
peror 'Nero with the Promife of an im-

menfe
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menfe, but imaginary Treafure. This,

it feems, was interpreted as a Libel up-
on the then new Projed of the Soitth-Sea

Scheme, Vid, FoL State^ Vol.11, p. 388.

On the third of December^ 171 1,

Mrs. Poppifjg, a Publifher, was commit-
ted to Newgate, by a Warrant from
Mr. Secretary St. John, for publiihing

a Paper, called the Vrotejlant Vojl-Boyy

and the Printer thereof was taken into

Cuflody of a MefTenger. Vid, thefame
Vol p. 488.

September 4. 1712. Hurt the Printer

was committed to Newgate, by a War-
rant from the Lord Vifcotmt Doling ^

BROKE, for printing and publifhing the

Flying-Voft,

September the eighth following, George

Ridpatb was committed to Newgate on
the fame Account, by Warrant from
the fame ijididgent Minifter. Vid, Pol,

State. Vol. IV. p. 2 x 4.

January the 15. 1712-15, Baker the

Publilher was fummoncd to the Lord
Bolingbroke'j Office, on Account of
a ludicrous Pamphlet, on which Occa-

(ion
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fion difcovering that the Author was
Thomas Bitrjiet, Efq;, he was difcharged.

But on the 24th of the fame Month,
his Lordfhip ilfued his Warrant againfl

Mr. Burnet, and obliged him to give

Bail for his Appearance at the Qiieens-

Bencb Bar. Vid. PoL State, Vol. V.
p. 63, 64.

February the xrfl, 171 2-1 3, George

Ridpath was try'd and convided at

Gitildhall on the Attorney-General's In-

formation for three Libels, publifhed

in the Flying-Vofl-^ which Information

fet forth, that a 'Negotiation of Peace be-

ing on foot, the T)efendant, (^being a 710-

torions InveLtor, /77z<^Framer of Libels)

did pnblijlj thofe laid in the Information^

to fir 7tp the People to a /editions Diflike

of the /aid Negotiations. V^id. the fame
Vol p. 155, &c.

April 27. 171 3. A Rule of Court be-

ing made, that the faid George Ridpath

fhould appear in the Queens- Bench on
the Firjl of May following; -^ he with-

drew from the Violence of that Profc-

cution, and his Recognizances being

to theValue of SixHuNDRED Pounds,
were eftreated, and paid. Vid. the fame
Vol. p. 377.
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May 19. following, an Advertifement

was inferted in the London Gazette ^

(igncd BoLiNGRBOKE, promlfing a Re-
ward of One Himdred Fonnds^ for the

Difcoverlng and Apprehending of the

faid George Ridpatb.

June 24, 17x9. H7trt the Printer re-

ceived Sentence for printing the BritiJJj

j4ml'ajfjadrefs^s Speech to the Trench King^

and was adjudged to ftand three times in

the Pillorj^ to pay a Fine of 50 /. to be

imprifoned for Two Tears^ and until he

could find fufficient Sureties for his good

Behaviour during Life •, all which he

fuffered accordingly. Vid. Vol State,

Vol. 6. p, 79.

Such were the Proceedings of an

Adminiftration, in whofe Time the

Craftsman tells us that we meet with

no grievous Imprifonments, no expenfwe

Vrofecutions or burthenfome Vines, Thefe

few Specimens of their Lenity and In-

dulgence will therefore equally ferve to

fhew the Mercies ofthofe Minijiers, and

the Modefty of the Craftfnan,

About the latter End of July^ 171 3.

Three MefTengers and a Conftable ap-

prehended
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prehended Baker the Publldier by War-
rant from the Secretary of State, for a

Pamphlet concerning the French Com-
merce Bill , but when this impartial Mi-

mfier was convinced that the Author
was a Tory^ he very candidly difcharg-

ed the Pablifhcr, and dropt the Profe-

cution. Vide the fame Vol, p. ii8.

A like Inflance of his Lordfliip's ex-

ccflivc Lenity and Moderation may be
feen in Bedford's Affair. He was pro-

fecuted by the Whigs for writing againd
the ?rofeftant Succejfwn, in that well

known Book entitled, The Hereditary

Right to the Crown of England afferted.

Part of his Sentence was to walk round
Weftminfter-Hall xoith a Baper on his

Forehead. His LordOiip on this Occa-
fion fent the Queen's Warrant, counter-

figned by himfelf, and directed to the

Judges of the Queen s-Beiich, requiring

them to fpare the ignominious Bart of the

BuniJJjment^ in tender regard to his fa-

cred Fundion,as a Minifler of the Church

of EnghuuL Vide BoL State ^ Vol. 7.

p. 167, 362- 462.

DAxMEL de Foe was another Objedl

of his Pity and Mercy. He had only

wrote Three treafonable Bamphlets a-

G g.iinfl
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gainil: the Vroteftant Succeffion, and in

favour of the Pretender s Claim, A pri-

vate Gentleman (Mr. Benfon) thought

the Matter of fo great Importance, that

he begun a Profecutlon againfl: him on
the Statute which made it High Trea-
son to write againfl: the Succeffion. On
this the Attorney-General had Orders to

take the Profecution out of this Gentle-

man's Hands, under pretence of carry-

ing it on at the (Queen's Charge. But
infiead of profecuting him on the Sta-

tute which made it High TfvEason,
he very charitably changed the hidid-

jnent into an Information^ grounded on
the Co?nmon Law, Daniel was then

tried, and found guilty, but folemnly

profeffing that he had no ill Meaning in

writing againfl the Succeflion, he was
favoured with the Qiieens Fardon^ and
thought a proper Advocate for the French

Commerce Bill: So that his Lordfhip ve-

ry judicioufly faved him from the Gal-

lows^ to write in defence of that 7!fefnl

ProjeB
-^
which accordingly he did in a

Paper called the Mercator.

It will equally furprlze the World to

read the Craftf?nans Panegyrick on the

tender Mercies of that Adminiftration,

and his Complaints againft the Proceed-

ings
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ings of the prefcnt. Why, the very lea /I

Favour Ld B

—

ke (hewed to a Publiflier,

who had at any time happened to of-

fend him, was to commit him imme-
diately to Newgate. Have any of the

Crdfrfjttans Agents ever fuffered any Se-

verity like this? But had his Lord (hip

confined his Rcfentment within the

Bounds of TVeJlijiinfter-HaU^ lefs might
have been faid of his Kindncfs to the

Prefs, and his great Indulgence to Au-
thors.

There is no Clamour that hath been
more violently raifed againfl the Mini-
flers, or with lefs Truth, than the De-
fign of retraining the Prefs by Acl of
Parliament ^ a Delign which they al-

ways abhorred, and moft folemnly dif-

avowed, and which they have never at-

tempted in any Shape, or by any Means.
But what will the World fav, if thev

find thefe very Men who have afperfed

the Miniflry yv///df/v with this odious De-
fign, attempting this Reftraint them-
felves, and labouring it with all their

Might, during their Time of Power >

This let the Journals of both Houf-s te-

flify for our more certain Information.

G 2 Jiinli'
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January ij. 1711-12, ( as I obferved

in another Point very early in the Ad-
niiniftration) Mr. Secretary St. JoHN
delivered to the Houfe of Commons a

MelFage from the Qjjeen , under the

Royal Sign Manual^ the Eighth Para-

graph of which was this:

Al^l^E REG.
TLJER Majefty finds H neceffary to oh-

^ [erve-, hovo great Licenfe is taken in

puhlijJnng falfe and fcandalous Libels ,

fitcb as are a Reproach to any Government.

This Evil feenis to be grown too firong for

the Laws now in Force, It is therefore

recommended to you to find a Remedy
equal to the Mi[chief

5^ jamesV, Jan. 17, 1711.

Upon the reading this MciTage, it was
among other Things refolved. That this

Horffe will take the mofi effeSIual Coiirfe to

put a fiop to the publifiing thofefalfe and
dangerous Libels, which have expofed her

Majefty'^s Goverfimetit to Danger and Re-

proach.

The next Day Sir Gilbert Dolben re-

ported to the Houfe, theAddrefs drawn

up in Anfvver to herMajefty's MeiTage,

which Addrefs concludes in this re-

markable Manner. '' We
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*' We are very fenfible how mucli the
*' Liberty of the Prefs is abnifcd, by
" turning' it into fjch a Licentioufnefs
" as is a juft Reproach to the Nation^
" fince not only Falfe and Scandalous
" Libels are printed and publifhed a-

gainft your Majefty's Government,
but the moji horrid Blafphewies againll:

God and ReU^icn. And we beg Leave
humbly to aflure your Majefty, that

" we will do our utmofl: to tind aReme-
" dy equal to this Mifchief, aqd that
" may effedualiy cure it.

The fame MeiTage was fent to the

"Lords ^ but in their Addrefs to the

Qi-ieen, they very wifely took no Notice

of the Matter.

The next Step was to go into a Com-
m'jttee on that gracmis Part of the

Queen's Meffage thus brought into the

Houfe of Commons by Mr. Secretary St.

John.

Accordingly June the third, 171 2.

Sir Gilbert Dolben reported from that

Committee, the Refolutions which had
been taken, and they were as follows.

Re-
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Resolved,

1. " That the great Liberty taken

in printing and publifhing falfe, fcan-

dalous and impious Libels, creates

Divifions among her Majefly's Sub-
jects, tends to the Difturbance of the

Publick Peace, to the Increafe of Im-
morality , Profanenefs, and Irreii-

gion, and is highly prejudicial to her

Majefty, and her Government.

2. " That the want of a due Regula-

tion of the Prefs is a great Occafion of
'' this Mifchief.

5. " That all Printing PreiTes be re-
" giflred with the Names of the Own-
" ers, and their Places of Abode.

4.
*' That to every Book, Pamphlet

" and Paper, which fhall be printed,
*' there (hall be fet the Name, and Place
" of Abode of the Author, Printer and
" Publi flier thereof.

cc

ce

5.
'^ That no Bookfeller, or other

Perfon, fliall fell or difperfe any Book,

Pamphlet or Paper, to which the
'' Name, and Place of Abode of the
" Author, Printer and Publilher, fhall

" not be fet.

Thofe
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Thofe Rcfolutions were read, and

agreed to, and a Bill was ordered to

be brought in purfaant to the fame.

To the matchlefs Honour of the fame

Houfe ofCommons I niufl alfo remember,
that on the nth Day o( April they voted

the Memorial of the States General^ in

Vindication of themfelves from a Cen-
fure palfed on their Conducl, to be a pre^

tended Meftwrial^ as alfo a/}///^, fcanda-
husband malicious Libeh^ for which they
ordered Mr. Buckley, who tranflated

and printed it, into the Cuftody of the

Serjeant at Jr?ris attending their Houfe.

In the Month of Ju?ie, an Order of
Council was made at Kenfington, offering

a Reward oi fifty Pounds for difcovering

the Printers and Puhlipjers of the Reafons,
which Tzventy Four of the Lords had
entered on the Journals of their Houfe
againft the Peace of Utrecht -^ fo that

the then Miniftry would not even fuffcr

the co?nmon Protefis to be printed.

On Tuefday the loth o^June^xhe Houfe
of Commons read a firTx time the Bill for
rejlraining the great Licentioufnefs of the

Prefs, and ordered it to be read a fccond
time.

Afrer
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After which they voted the Bishop of
St. Asaph's inmwrtal Preface malicious

and factious, ordering that it fhould be

burnt by the cognition Hangman , which
was done accordingly.

The Bufinefs of Parliament being put

an End to on the 21 ft oijune^ the lau-

dable Projed of refnaining the Frefs

dropt for that Year -^ but it was too

much at the Hearts of its Patrons to be

quite laid afide.

April ^^ 17137 the Parliament again

alTembled, and to convince the World
that the ReHraijit ofthe Prefs was neither

to be deferred nor forgot, the QJ-Ieen

in her Speech was advifed to exprefs her

felf thus

:

^' Several Matters were laid before

you lafl: SeiTion, which the Weight
and Multiplicity of other Bufinefs

would not allow you to perfed •, I

hope you will take a proper Oppor-

tunity to give them due Coniidera-

tion.

<c

'*
I cannot however but exprefly men-

tion my Difpleafure at the unparal-
•" lelled Licentioufnefs in publifhing fe-

'^^ ditious and fcandalous Libels.
" The
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" The Impunity fach Practices "fiavc

met with, encourage the Blafphcni-

ing every thing Sacred, and the

Overthrow of all Religion and Go-
vernment.

" Profecutions have been ordered

;

" but it will reqviire fome new Law to
" put a ftop to this growing Evil, and
^' your bell Endeavours in your rcfpe-
" dive Stations to difcourage it/'

The Lords with the fame good Senle

as before, avoided making any Anfwer
in their Addrefs to this Part of the

Speech.

But the Commons, Jpr'il 1 8th.

Ordered a Bill to be brought in, to

prevent the 'l^rhititig and '^Pnhlljljing oj

hlafphemonsj treajonahle^ Jeditlous and
Jcandalous Libels, andfor the better Re»
gtdatlon of the '^Prefs.

What now was the Confequcnce of

all this laborious Enterprize to reftrain

the Prefs ? Why after LordB* ke

and his CoUcgues in Power had done all

that they could, had engaged the

QuEEs in preflTing this Point for two

H Sef-
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Seflions fuccefTively, and had perfuaded

the Hoiije of Commons to order in two

feveral Bills for that Purpofe : Their

own Party mutiny'd agalnft them, and

their own Friends oL'liged them to give

it up. In the End an Expedient was

agreed upon ; they refer*d the Bill to a

Committee of Supply^wh^it it being taken

into Ccnflderation, they impofed the

Duty on all printed -Tapers ; and this

they hoped would ferve to refirain the

^refs in fome Meafure, by loading it

with a new Charge. So that the Tax
which we pay at this Inftant for Stamps

on all jingle Sheets and Half-Sheets of

Paper, this very T'ax is the Effect of

Lord B ke's Zeal againfl the Liberty

of the 'Trefs^ and every Stamp impreffed

on our Papers, is a Memorial of his

Labours to take away that ^Privilege,

Nor was this Reftraint a fufHcient

Satisfatfion to the then Miniflry • but

the Queen by their Advice almoftdired-

ly reproached both Houfes of Parlia-

ment with having defeated }icT gracious

Intentions to reftrain the Liberty of the

^refs. Thus Her Majefty exprefsed

Herfelf in Her Speech to Parliament,

March 1. 171 3-14. J wifjj^ laid She,

that effeclual Care had been taken as I
have
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have often dtjlr'd^ tofapprefs thofe fcdi-

tiovis Papers and fdciioiis Ru?nours^ by

which dcpgning Men have been able toJink.

Credit^ and the Innocent havefiiffer'd. So

wc fee that this Reftraintof the 'T^refe was
the conflant View of thofe Minifters,

from the Beginning to the End of their

Time of Power. There was Icarcely a

Seflion, there was hardly one Speech

from the Throne but what was employ-
to this Purpofe. And yet what makes
the Matter more aftonilhing, is that

thefe very Minifters begtin the JVork of
j^btije^ carried it on in the moil outra-

geous Manner, and countenanced more
Licentioufnefs on their crc^n fide^ than ever

had been known in the Kingdom.

I had not been fo particular in this

Detail of thofe Meafures, if thofe Men
who clamour againft the prefent Govern-
ment for proceeding againft Libels, had

not let them the firongeft Examples in

every fhape, for puniftiing and reftrain-

ing all fuch Writings ; ibme Examples
indeed which they never were inclincci,

and I am alTured never will be prcvail'd

on to follow. God forbid tliat the pre-

fent Adminiftration fliould purfuc any
I'uch wicked Scheme of rcftraininn; the

Prefsj nor am I fond of recommending
H -1 '^Pififis



[ 6o ]

^ji/;r and ^Penalties againft any Man
;

but when thefc Men complain of Pu-
nifhmcnts which arife only from the

known Laws of their Country, they

Clamour againft that very Ufage which

they have inflicled upon other Men,
and declaim at Proceedings which they

continually made ufe of whilft they

were in Power, and had the Laws on

their fide. Is it not monftrous that

B • fhould cenfure Profecutions

againft Jots own L'thels^ who profccuted

all the Writers againft him as Libellers
j

and that he fhould appeal againft the

ordinary courfe of Juftice, who not

only proceeded againft his Adverfaries

in that vvay, but even in the Hotife of
Commons procuring Members to be ex-

peird for having wrote agalnji his Mea-

fures : And not content even with thefe

Severities, endeavoured with all his

might to obtain a total Restraint of

Printing, by propofing that all ^rejfes

ftiould be regijTer'd^2iS alio that zllfVrhcrSy

Printers ^nd ^ahlijhers {hould be obliged

to publilh their Names and 'Places of

Abode, Had this worthy Scheme taken

Place, what a blefTcd Situation would
this Servant of the People have found

himlelf in on his removal from the

Adminiftration ? And how uncafy would
his
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his Condition have been as a Libeller

agalnp this Minijiry"^ He muft have

expoled himlelf perfonally to the Power
of rigorous Laws, and have iet his

Name to all Jots hiveBhes againft thole

Perfons whom he hiXtb libelled.

Let me ask at the fame Time, what
hath this frefent Mhiijlry done in the

courfe of a ten Tears Jdmhiiftration to

prejudice the Freedom of the Prefs, or

to leave the Liberties of their Country
in a \vorfe Condition than they found
them? Profecutions grounded on the

common haw have been the only ones at-

tempted, and thofe but feldom, nor

direded at all but on great Provocation
;

nor hath any Paper been proceeded

againft as a IJibel but what was really

wicked and unmoral m itfclf; nor hath

any Violence been ufed in Trials of this

nature, nor any but ja'ir and impartial

Juries returned, nor any Method made
ufe of to byajs and corrupt them; no
Punifhments againft Libellers have been

carried on out of the ordinary courfe of

Juftice. Have any Applications been

made to Parliament, any Reftraints on
the Prefs recommended y/'(?//i theThroiu\

any Bills brought in, any Rcfohit'wns

taken,or even moved for againft thcPrcfs ?

Nc,
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No, the prefent Miniflers have fcorned

and abhorred to make any extraordinary

Attempt againit their Enemies, what-
ever extraordinary Attetnpts may have
been made by their Enemiei againft

them. They \\-2i\Q hurtit no "Prefaces:

They have expelled no Members for

Writing againft them: They have de-

fired no Got7imjttees in either Houle of

Parliament to enquire after the Writers

againft them: They have Impr'ifoned no

^erfons on Stifpickn by the ^ower of
Parliaments nor taken any Meafures

inconfiftent with the legal Rights of thd

People,

Can any one conceive, that thofe

Men who have wholly devoted them-
fclves to ^ Contention for '^ower, would
if their Schemes took effect give any
Indulgence to Liberty^ that they who
have on all Occafions wherever they had
Power punifh'd every Writer againfi them ;

would if ever they ftiould be reinvefted

with Power, tolerate any Writer againfl

them^ or that they mean any thing by
their Demands of free unpunifhcd Licen-

tioufnefs, but to have Scope for their

own Malice againft all Men who do not

concur with their Views. Who then

can lament that they have received a

Check
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Check from thofe Laws which they have

offended ; or who can think it abfard

that they fhould be caught in their own
Toils ?

Have their Proceedings in any Cafe

been meant or conduded for ihe good
of the People ? How then arc the People

affeded by their particular Complaints?

Did the People ever hear of thefe Men
as Servants of the ^Puhlick till they

could ferve their own private Views
in no otKer way ? And how is it that

they have ferved the Publick? They
have taken all poflible Means to diftrejs

it in the Hands of the prcfent Mini-
fters, that they might become able to

devour it, by getting it into their own.

What I have here offered to the

World hath been drawn from me by
their invid'wus Appeal. And fince they

could not be content to abide a legal

Decijion^ without piovoking a popular

Enquiry at the fame Time ; I ha^
joined IfTae with them^ far from any

view of infulting them, and wholly

with an Intention to Hicw thofc Merits

in a true Xight which they have mifre-

prelented, that they might raifc unjuft

Pity and Concern. I am not aihamcd

to own, that I have employed thefe

2 Pains
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Pains for the fake of thofe Minifters

>vhom they defame ; and whilft any
Minifters are to my Apprehenfion fin-

cerely embarked in the Intereft of their

Country, I lliall always account it

honejl and laudable to do them juftice

againft their common Enemies. Let
others filfely imagine, that Popular

Liberty hath no better Employment
than to defame^ to injure and wound the

deareft Reputation of thofe whom
private d'ljlike may have deflined the

Victims of ^ubVick DeJIruBion. Be it

my Part, and on this Foundation let

me ground my Pretenfions to Praile,. by
appearing on the Side of injured Fame,
and Men unrighteoufly vilify'd. Whilft

others arm the Hand of Freedom with

the Arrows of back-wounding Calum-
ny, give me the Privilege to Ihield the

Innocent from wrong, and upright Men
from falfe Reproach; nor ever let me
think this Part ungenerous^ nor ever let

m^ think it unworthy of an English-

man. FINIS.
ERRATA.

I'^Age 6. I. 14. for Right r. Rights. P. 16. /. 14. fov-

Conceit r. Concert. P. 18./. 1%. after the Words

fell us -put a Colon infiead of a Full Point ; and injiead

of Whilft the Abilities, read Whilft, as the Abilities.

Andl. zi. add the Wordfo before the Words their Rage.

P. 25. /. 4. from the bottom^ for treated it, r. had

reated it. P. 50. /. 21. for hated r. treated. JndL
26. for they have, »•. they profefled themfelves to have.










