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THE

CASE
O F

Richard Steele, Efq;

In a Letter to a Friend.

S I R^

XJl

Ccording to your Defire, I here

fend you all that can at prefent

be Colleded relating to the Cafe

of Mr. Steele,

The Parliament, after feveral Proro-

gations, met on Feb,i6, lyf^. and pro-

pos'd Sir Thomas Hanmerfoi: their Speaker ;

upon which Mr. Steele flood up in his

Place, and fpoke to this effed

:

A 2 ** At



*' At the Clofe of the lafl: Seflion of
*' Parliament, her Majelty was graciouAy
** pleas'd to declare from the Throne,
*' that the late rejcded Bill of Commerce
" between Great Britain and France,

" fhould be offer'd to this Houfe.
" That Declaration was certainly made,

** that every Gentleman who (hou'd have
^'' the Honour to be return'd hither, might
" make himfelf Mailer of that Important
" Queltion.

" it is Demonftration That was a moft
*' Pernicious Bill, and no Man can have
" f6 great Merit to this Nation at this

'' time, as his, by whofe Weight and
*' Authority that I'ernicious Bill was
** thrown out.

" I rife up to do him Honour in fome
" meafure, and diftinguifli my felf, by
** faying, / mjh him our Speaker for that
** his inejtimable Service to his Country,

What Mi'. Steele faid upon this Occa-

fion was varioufly cenfur'd ; however,
chat worthy Gentleman was unanimoufly
chofen Speaker of the Honourable Houfs
of Commons.
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March ^dy A Petition was lodged a-

gainft Mr. Steele, by James Earl of Barrj'-

more of the Kingdom of Ireland, and Sir

Richard Vernon, Baronet, complaining of

an undue EleQ:ion and Return for the Bur-

rough of Stockbridge in the County of
Southampton.

March 1 2. A Complaint was made to

the Houfe of Three printed Pamphlets;
1. The EngUjIiman, from Saturday, January
i6, toTuefday, January 19. lyf^. where-
in is a Letter to the Er?gltjhman, to which
is fubfcrib'd the Name Richard Steele,

2. The Crifis ; in the Title-Page whereof
it is laid, By Richard Steele, Efq; j. The
Englijlman, being the Clofe of the Paper fo
called ; in the Title Page whereof it is alfo

faid, By Richard Steele, Efq;
Thefe Pamphlets were cenfur'd, as con-

taining feveral Paragraphs tending toSedi^

tion, highly refledlmg upon her Majefty,
and arraigning her Adminilkation and
Government. The faid Pamphlets were
brought up to the Table, and it was or-
der'd, That Richard Steele^ Efq; (a Mem-
ber of the Houfe; fhould attend in his

Flace the next Morning.

March



March, 1^, Mr. Steele attended in his

jPlace (according to Order) when feveral

Paragraphs in his Pamphlets were read,

and he defir'd Time till Thurfday the

18//', to be heard touching the fame.

March 1 5. Mr. Steele made a Motion
for Addreffing her Majefty, That fhe

would be pleas'd to give Diredions, That
the feveral Reprefentations , Orders and
Inftrudions, relating to the Demolition

of Dunkirk
J
be laid before the Houfe.

The previous Queftion was pur, and
upon a Divifion carried in the Negative,

2i4againft 109.

The fame Day came out the Lords Ad-
drefs to her Majefty, dated the nth in-

ftant, as follows : viz.

The jiumhle Addrejs of the Right

Honourable the Lords Spiritual and

Temporal in parliament ajfembled.

^ r T 7E Your Majefty 's moft Dutiful
a YV and Loyal Subjects, the Lords
" Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament
" AfTembled, beg Leave humbly to Re-

** prefent
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** prefentto Your Majefty, That we have
*' begun our Endeavours to fupprefs Se-
*' ditious Papers (which Your Majefty
" was pleafed to take Notice of in Your
" moft Gracious Speech from the Thronej
*' by Applying our felves to Difcover the
" Author, Printer, and PubUfher of a
^' Pamphlet, Intituled, The Publick Spirit
** of the Whigs

^ fet forth in their Generous
^' Encouragement of the j^uthor of the Crifis,
'* with fome Obfervations on the Seafonahk"
** nefs^ Candor

J
Erudition, and Style of that

*' Treatife, London, Printed for John
^' Morphew near Stationers Hall. 171 4.
** Which we conceive to be a Falfe, Ma-
" licious, and Factious Libel, highly dif-

** honourable and fcandalous to Your Sub-
^* jedts of Scotland, tending to the De-
" ftruQion of the Conftitution, and (by
" making falfe and unjuft Reflei^ions up-
^' on the Union,and the Steps and Motives
'* to it) moft injurious to Your Majefty,
** who have been pleafed often to Declare
*' from the Throne, That the Union of
*' the Two Kingdoms is the peculiar Hap«
*^ pinefs of Your Reign, in making a full

" Provifion for the Peace and (^iet of
^' Your People, and the Security of our
^* Religion, by fo firm an Eftablifhment

'J of the Proteftant Succeflion throughout
« Great
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" Great Britain : It appeared to us, by
*' the ConfefTion of the faid John Mor-
^^ phew at our Bar, that he Publifhed, Sold
^- and Difperfed that Libel ; and by the
** Examination of feveral Witneifes oa
*' Oath, That the fame was Printed by
*' John Barber^ a Printer, who at the
•* time of the Printing the faid feditious
*' Libel, was and yet is intrufted with
*^ Printing the Gazette ; but the faid John
*' Barber^ in his Examination, infifting

" not to anfwer any Qiaeftions, the An-
" fwer to which might tend to accufe
" himfelf, or to corroborate the Accufa-
*' tion againft him, we have not as yet
'' been able to difcover the Author of the
" faid Libel, or who brought the written
** Copy thereof to be printed. And there-
^' fore that nothing may be wanting on
** our Parts towards the Difcovering and
^' Punifhing fo great a Criminal, as we
" take the Author of the faid Libel to be,

/^ we do mod humbly befeech YourMa-
" jelly, That Your Majefty will be gra-
" cioufly pleafed to ifTuc Your Royal Pro-
" clamation, with a Promife therein of
*' fuch a Reward, as Your Majefty fliall,

" in Your Royal Wifdom, think fit, to
** any Perfon who fhall difcover and make
** due Proof againft the Author or Au-

** thors
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" thors of the faid Libel : As alfo Your
" Majefty's moft Gracious Pardon to fuch
" Perfon or Perfons as fhall make fuch
*' Difcovery, of all Crimes and Mifde-
*' meanors committed in relation to the
" Printing, Publilhing and Difperfing
" the faid Libel.

To which Addrefs Her Majefty was
pleas'd to Anfwer

:

My Lords,

I
Thank you for the Concern you jbew for

Sufpreffing all Seditious Libels ;

And have ^iven Order for a Proclamatiopf

according as is defired.

March i6. This Day Her Majeily was
moft gracioufly pleas'd to idue out her

P*.oyal Proclamation, That if any Perfon

Jhall difcover^ and make due Proof againfi^

the Author or Authorsof the faid Lihel^ fuch

Perfon jhall receive as a Reward the Sum of

Three flundred Pounds, and be pardon*d of
all Crimes and Mifdemeanors committed i»

relation to the Printing, Publifhing and Dif^

psrfng the faid • LtbeL

B Mar6\i
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March I ^th. Mr. Steele^ Hearing came
on, andtheConcourfe was very great up-

on this Occafion. Several Gentlemen who.
had plac'd themfelves in the Galleries^

and the Speaker's Chamber, rcfufing to

withdraw, were by Order of the Houfe
taken into Cuftody of the Serjeant at

Arms.
The Older of the Day being read,

Mr. Steele was asked whether he was the

Author of the beforemention'd Pamphlets:

He freely own'd, that he wrote and pub-

lifh'd them ; after which a Debate arofe

about the Method of Proceeding, and at

length Mr. Steele was permitted to make
his Defence, which he did accordingly,

and then withdrew.
Many were the Speeches and Debates

on both fides, the Houfe fat till paft 1

2

at Night, and came at laft to thele Refo-

lutions, 1. That (Two ofJ the fa/d Pam-
phlets (VIZ. The Ctifis a/id The Clofe of

the Englifliman) were Jca/:dalo^ and fedi-

thus Ltbds^ containing many Exfreffions

highly reftecltng ufon her Majefty^ the Nobi-

li.ty^ Ge?itrj, Clergy and Vnii/erjities of this

li^ngdom^ malicioujly insinuating^ That the

Frotejlant Suecejjion in the Houje of Hano-
ver IS in danger under her AJajeflj''s Admi-

nijlration^
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mftratton^ and tending to alienate the Af-
feciions of her Majejty^s good Subjecis^ and

to create Jealoufies and Dii'iftons among them,

2. That Mr. Steele, for his Offence in

Writing and Fubltflnns^ the [aid fcandalous

and feditious Libels^ be Expelled this Houfe.

Thus far, Sir, I have given you a fum-
mary- Account of the publick Tranfadi-
ons relating to this Atrair of Mr. Steehi

I fhall add to thefe a very particular Inci-

dent, which is known to very few. Mr.
'

Steele was not expell'd the Houfe till lat^

in the Night ; but the Examiner^ which
was printed off by \2 the fame foregoing

Day, gives 'an infuking Account of his

Expullion, which was near 1 2 Hours be-

fore it was actually done. I only inferc

this as Matter of Speculation, and fo

leave it to you.

It is and has been remarkable, that if

a Stranger were to form his Judgment
of Men by the Reprefentations of the

Party Writers, he muli im.agine that there

were only Fools and Knaves that mads
any Figure on both fides. For it is fuffi-

cient now-a-days to make any Man forleit

his Character of Wit and Honefty, to de-

clare himfelf on either. /

B 2 xMr.
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Mr. Steele is a very eminent Inftance of

this Truth ; for till he declar'd himfelf on
the Side of what the EXAMINER calls

the RuifPd Party^ he was cry'd up by both

Sides as the brightefl: Man that had ap-

pear'd in all the poUter Arts. His Wit
was grown the Standard of Excellence,

and his Pi£lnre bought up and kept in the

Chambers and Clofets of the Witty and
the Gay, as OvlcCs was worn on the Fin-

gers ot thofe of the fame CharaQer in

Rome, But when he had once appear'd

in a Caufe, which was not lik'd by many,
his Wit as well as his Morals was con-

demn'd, and he fcarce allow'd Senfe.e-

nough to write his Name with any tole-r

rable Corrednefs.

It is not to be doubted but you will

wonder how this ftrange Turn of Fame
fhould happen in fo fhort a Time, and I

believe you mufl: have Curiofity enough
to defire to know the Solidity ot the

Ground for fo unaccountable a Change.

I fhall therefore give you a plain and un-

biafs'd Draught of all that Mr. Steele has

done to merit this Treatment, and then

leave it entirely to your Judgment to de-

termine thejuifice of it.

I fhall not pretend to giye you a Surii-

mary of all tfeofe particular Spe^atorsy
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GuAfdians or Englifhmen^ which gave Rife

to this Turn, but fhall begin with that

Book which made his Enemies irreconciie-

able to him, or his Senfe and Honefty.

And this was a Pamphlet call'd, The Im-
portance OF Dunkirk conftder'*d ^ in

defence of the Guardian of Auguft y. in

a Letter to the Bailiff of Stockbridge,
In this Pamphlet, after he has given us

the Memorial of the Sieur Tugghe to the

Queen, to prevail with her to remit that

Part of the Demolition of Dunkirk ftipu-

lated by the Treaty of Peace with the

French King, and of his Letter to Mr. Iron-

fide in the Guardian oi Jugujl 7. in Anfwer
to the forecited Memorial, in which he

ibews, that the EngliJJj Nation had fuf-

fer'd more Damage in their Trade from
the Port of Dunkirk^ than from almoft all

the other Forts in France ; and after he has

recited the moft material Objections a-

gainft him, and what he had advanc'd

from ^ Pamphlet publiih'd againft him,
call'd, The Honour and Prerogative of her

Majejly vindicated and defended^ againft the

unexatnpled Impudence of the Author of the

Guardian, in a Letterfrom a Countrj Whig
to Mr. Steele, and repeated the as polite

Clamours 0^ the Examiner againft him on
the fame account, Mr. Steele then proceeds
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to his Juftification, by proving the great

Damages done by'thePort of Dunkirk to

our Trade, and therefore the Advantages
this Nation might reap from its Demo-
lition,

From its Situation firfl-, as being plac'd

diredly in the Way to intercept our Ships

from London^ which carries two Parts in

three, or fix of Nine of the foreign Trade
of the whole Kingdom. The Narrow-
nefs of the Channel between England and
Dunkirk makes all our Ships vifible to

them, and we have loft many even in the

Downs. And the Eafterly Wind, that car-

ries our Ships down the Channel^ brings

thofe of Dunkirk to meet and intercept

them ; all which Dangers would be re-

jnov'd by the Demolition of that Port

;

$nd fo Ten Parts in Nine of our Trade
from the Port oi London wou'd be remov'd

530 Miles from the Hazards of the lafl:

War. And that Hazard would only reach

pur Southern Trade, whilit all our Trade
to HolLnd, Hamburghj and Other Northern
Countries, would be quite out of danger

;

the Trade of the Eaft Coait would be itill

fafer. He fliews that the Demolition of
Dunkirk would in great meafurc fecure

feven Ninths of our Trade. To this he

adds, tliat our Charge in defendmg our

lelves
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felves will decreafe in Proportion to the

Removal of the Danger. To this he adds,

that the Deftroying of that Port will not

be of great Confequence, only to the Pre-

fervation of our Trade, but that of our

Religion and Liberties ; the Pretender ha-

ving once already been fent out from that

Port to invade us by the Way oi Scotland,

Having demonftrated thefe Particulars,

he comes to a clofe Anfwer to the Sieur

T^ugghe^s Memorial, and confutes every
Particular advanc'd by the Memorialifi be*

yond a Reply, and to which none yet has
pretended to make a plain Anfwer, all

endeavouring to divert the Readers from
regarding the Strength of Reafon, by
perfonal Abufes, and very fcurvy Rail-
lery.

His Anfwer to the Sieur Tugghe^s ^^gi^g
the Humanity of fparing that Fort is very
v/ell turn'd upon him. '* It will (fays
" Mr. Steele) be a great AQ of Humani-
*' ty, to infifl: upon the Demolition of that
*' Town, which has deftroy'd jo many
*' ThoufarKis of her Majefty's Subjeds and
** their Ships.

Having thus confuted his foreign Ene-
my, he addrelTes himfelf with a great

deal of Modelly to clear himfelf of thofa

Imputations laid to hmi of Ingratitude,

in
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in Infulting the Qaeen whilfl he was eat-

ing her Bread; by fhewing, that he had
thrown up all his Places before he did

prefume to meddle in thefe Affairs, tho'

in the doing it he always took Care not

to fay the leaft thing that could juftly be

interpreted difrefpe&ful to her Majefty,

or unworthy the Zeal of a truly loyal Sub-

je6l for her Service : And as an excellent

Proof of it, (hews that no private Man
can hurt the Prerogative of the Crown
without being punifhed by Law.

In fhort, were I to do Mr. Steele Ju^'ice

in this Particular of the Pamphlet of the

Importance of DVNIClRI<i, I fliould

be oblig'd to tranfcribe the whole Book ;

but fince it is to be feen in Print, I refer

you to it, with this Remark, that it is

not one of thofe which has afforded the

leafl: Occafion to the Cenfure of the Houfe J

and it is to be imagined, that fuch Gen-
tlemen as were lb watchful of Sedition,

as to find things tending towards jt in his;

Qther Works, would have omitted this,

which had given the Party Scriblers fuch

Provocation, as to make them exert all

their Talents of Scandal, Anger, and grofs

Abufe. So that we may conclude from
the Book it felf, that it difcovers a warm,
hearty, and honeif Zeal for the Preferva-

tion
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tiori of his Country, and her Majefly's

Honour and Glory, which never fhlnes

brighter than in her People's Profpency,

Wealth and Safety, to which the Dema-
lition of Dunkirk will fo much contribute,

and which fhews her Wifdoni, and Mo-
therly Love of the Nation, in her ftipuk-

ting the Deitrudion of a Place fo detri-

niental to in

Thus far, therefore, we find Mr. SteeW^s

Cafe was good, very good ; for the great

AfTembly's not finding Fault with this is

a tacit Approbation of its Contents, which
is not to be doubted from fo noble a Par=

liament.

The next Paper was indeed charg'd in

the Houfe with an equal Guiit ; but by its

being left out in the Sentence, it is proba-

ble that on the Debate, and thorough Pe-

rufal of it, the Houfe did noc think chat it

did deferve their Cenfurs : And this is the

Englishman from Saturday^ 'Jan. i6. to

Tuefday^ Jan, 19. The Occafion of this

Letter of Mr. Steeled to the Ej^gZ/jlj-^

man was to vindicate the Houfe of Com-^

nionsof /r^?/^;?^ from the Abufes of the Ex*

uminer, who endeavoured to make Ire^

la»d but a Province to EngUndy and there-

fore to have no Right of Pariiament^

which he treats in the foiiowing Manner 5

c '" By
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** By t^eir own indefatigable Induftry, by
** a thoufand Wiles and Stratagems, by
*' the molt fubtle Abufes of Liberty, by
•* Fears and Jealoufies, Lying and Calum-
" ny, by the moft arbitrary Strains of u-
•' furped Power, and by Rage and Vio-
" lence unequal to the Capacities of a fin-

" gle Tyrant, the IrifJ] Whiggs have got-
*' ten the better of the Lenity and Indo-
•' lence of the Government, and have
*' forced their Way into one Branch of the
** LegiOature.

Thefe are the Words of the Examiner^

which pTovok'd Mr. Steele to oppofe him,

and defend the Honourable the Com-
mons of Ireland^ in Parliament aifembled-

The Defign therefore and Aim even of

this Paper, feems to have been the Effect

of a Love and Zeal for our Conftitution ;

and if this Zeal has tranfported him to fay

any thing irregular^ any thing too harfh

for the Times to bear, he leems a little

excufable, becaufe the Examiner had made
fo free with that Part of the Irtjh Legif-

ikture.

1 hope I fhall not difpieafe you, nor any
one elie, in giving you his Teft of Men
and Opmions, as to our Approbation or

Rejection of them. " But let the reft of
**" the World do what they pleafe, and de*
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'^ fer their Proteftations againft thefe E-
** vils as long as they think fit, I will
*^ poftpone all elfe that is dear to me to
^* the Love of my Country; and as this

*^ is, and I truft in Providence will be,
*^ my ftrongeft Paflion to my Life's End ;

^' I will whilft it is yet Day, profefs and
*' publilh the Rules by which I govern
*^ my Judgment of Men and Things in

*^ the prefent Conjundure.
" Does this A£lion belpeak fuch a one

^* a wife Man if he is for the Pretender^
*^ or a mad Man if he is for the Roufeof
^' Hanover ?

" Does this Pofition open a Way to
" the Pretender? Or does it further fecure

^^ the Proteftant Succeffion?

' " Thefe are my Queftions, which I

^' make the Teft of Men and Opinions

;

*' and if a Man does a Thing that may
' advance the Interefl or Power of the
" Pretender and his Friends, and can no
^ way do Good to the Houfe; of Hunover^
" he may fwear to his laft Breath, that

" he is for that Houfe, before he fhall

" make me believe him.

Thus far \ye are upon fafe Grounds j

fince none of this has fallen under the

Cenfure of the Houfe ; and I believe you

will agree with me, that he feems to aO:

C 2 with
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with the true Spirit of an Englifhma/t^ zea-

lous for the Good, Safety and Honour, of

his Prince and his Country ; for the Se-

curity of our Trade, and of our Religion^

Laws and Property, is the proper Obje£t

of a Patriot's Zeal. But if this Zeal

fhouid, with an honeft Warmth, have

tranfported him to fome Expreflions in

what is to come, which have drawn down
the Cenfure oi the Honourable Houfe of

Commons upon him, we may be allow'd

to pity him, without pppofing or finding

V2l\}\z with that Cenfure. Hiftory has

given us Examples of very Great Men,
and thofe hearty in the Caufe of the Com-
mon we^^lth, who have riotwithftanding

fallen under the prowns of the People.

The gpod Camillas is of this Number,
who wa§ driven into 3anilhment by his

Country, which he had fo well fought for

and deteoded ; and whiph he afterwards

delivered from the Gnuls^ when he was
yet in bis Entile. Scipio^ after ail his Con-
qjeiis, and glorious Exploits fpr the Com-
morAvealth, fell into Drfgrace. The Gr^c-

cht were extingulih'd in their Zeal for the

Agrarian Law, which only could keep the

Balance of Power equal between ;he No-
bility and People. ThemiHocUs after all

his buccefs was driven froni Athens by 0-
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Jfracifrj, that is, the Sentence of the Peo*

pie ; and yet all thefe, who without doubt

met with nothing but Juftice from the Ro^

mans and Athemans, as the incomparable

Sydney has fufficiently made out, have in

all Ages been thought good Patriots, and
honeft Men.

There are certain Circumflances of

Things, certain Emergencies of State, and
fome particular Turns of Affairs, which
alter the Face of A£tions and Words, and
often give a criminal Countenance to

them, which at other Times, Seafons,

and Jundures, would have appear'd

much more agreeable and lovely.

For my part, I can never imagine, that

any auguft Body ofMen, compos'd ofthe

moft able and fubftantial of the People :

plac'd by their Fortunes above the Bribes

of Intereft, Power, or Ambition, can e-

ver facrifice their Honour, Confcience,

and the Good of their Country, to any
fmifter Aiqis, or for the Gratification of
any one Man or Body of Men in Power.
For if Men of Eftates can be influenced

by any of thefe Confiderations, how can

a People be more fafe in their Hands than

in thofe of Perfons of precarious Fortunes,

. and who may hope from their Defertion

v)ftheir Honour and their Country's Caufc
an
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an Immediate Benefit to themfelves and
their Families ?

It is not therefore reafonable to ima-
gine that a Houfe ofCommons fo eminent
as this could want juft Motives for the

Cenfure they laid upon the following Wri-
tings of this Gentleman. And this being
my Opinion, it cannot be fuppos'd tha^

I have any Defign of finding Fault with^
or of leffening the Juftice of their Cen-
fure, in this Particular. But fince I have
not yet been able to come at the Know-
ledge of the real Paragraphs and Expre(^
fions which are cenfur'd by them, I hope
you will be fo juft to my Intentions, as

not to fuppofe that I fhall any where en-

deavour to extenuate or lelTen their Guilt.

I fhall only give you the plain Heads as

I find them in his Books, not doubting
but that you will fhew as great an Ab-
horrence of what may be feditious and
icandalous as my {eK.

."By the Votes fixing the Cenfure on
particular Expreffions and Paragraphs, I

perfuade my felf that it cannot fairly be
tended to the whole Book : and the ra-

ther, becaufe great part of the Crisis 15

pnly a ranging in Order feveral Afts of
Parliament, by which the Liberties and
Rights of tlip 'Britijh Teofle, and the Tro^

tefiant
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teflantSucceJfion in the Illuftriolis Hoiife of
Hanover, are eftablifli'd : And there^

fore it would be a villanous Reflexion on
the Houfe of Commons to ftretch their

Condemnation to them. Nor can it be
"wrefted to any thing that may be found
in either of the following Papers againfl:

thofe Doctrines, which have been reviv'd

by the 'Jacohite Rehearfal^ and carried on
by too many of the Clergy ; and "^x^hich,

as they were the Occafion of the Revo-
lution, fo are they directly againfl it:

Becaufe thofe Doftrines in Sacheverell

were condemn'd by the Right Honourable
the Houfe of Lords, and fo remain to this

Day. And they mufl: be malicious Ene-
mies to the Houfe of Commons, who
Would make any fuch black Infinuations

;

efpecially fince the prefent Lord Chancel-
lor of Great T^ritain has afTur'd us, before

the Queen, Lords and Commons, of the

Lawfulnefs of the Revolution under the

Notion of Refinance ; and alTerted before

the moft Solemn and Auguft Affembly of
Europe, that there are extraordinary Ca-
fes, C^-Ctsoi Neceffity, which are imply 'd,

tho' not exprefs'd in the general Rule.

And he at the fame time declared, that

fuch a Cafe undoubtedly the Revolution

"^yas, ^h^ix our kie unhappy Soveraiga-

theii
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thtn upon the Throne, mifled by evil

Counfellors, endeavour'd to fubvert and
extirpate the Proteftant Religion j and the

Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom.
Now Mr. K^teele had obferv'd, that

notwithftanding the Revolution, and the

Settlement of the Crown on the Prote-

ftant Heir in the Houfe of Hanover^ ex-

clufive of near thirty of the Popifh Line,

"^ho by Hereditary Right muft fucceed t6

the Throne of thefe Nations before her :

That there was printed and difperfed

•weekly a Pamphlet for the Indefeafibility

of the Right of Succeflion, and which
once more trump'd up the fantaftical Sy-

ftem of Filmer\ Patriarchal Government

;

all deftru6live ofour A(EI:s of Parliament,

Claim of Right, ^c, and opening the

Way to the Preten der. He obferv'd far^

ther, that there had been publifh'd more
than twenty Pamphlets exprefly againft

the Proteftant SucccfTion in the Houfe of

Hanover^ with Impunity ; and found that

common Cohverfation threw ev^ery Day
in his Way, and in that of every Man of

any general Converfation, Men that o-

penly abus'd the Memory ofour Deliver^

er, and eondemn'd and ridicul'd the Re-
volution it felf ; nay faw the fame done

in Print by Lf/f/, where he expofes k
by
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;

by way of Lofs and Gain, placing on one
Side the many Millions it has coft us, and
the many Lives that have been loft to fup-

port the Bleflings it gave us, and this

done by Men in holy Orders, and coun-
tenanc'd and read, nay and fubfcrib'd for

by too many of the Clergy, who had
not only taken Oaths to the Powers
eftablilh'd by it, but abjur'd all o-

thers. Mr. Steele^ I fay, having feen,

heard, obferv'd, and confider'd all thefe

things, was juftly alarm'd at the Con-
dud of thefe People, againft which he
aim'd his Crijis ; and therefore addref-

fes this Book to the Clergy of the Church of
England^ to lay before them and put them
in mind of thofe Legal Authorities, a-

gainft which fuchMembers of their Body
aded, when they fell m with thofe Jaco^
bite Notions.

Mr. Steele^ with all the mod eft and
Chriftian Deference to their Sacred Cha-
racter (which he affures them from his

Youth upwards he always rever'd) ad-

drefTes to them to fpread this true Notion
of our prefent Conftitution, to prevent

our falling into Popery and Slaveryy the

natural Refult of the contrary Principles.

And he recommends this Province to their

Care, becaufe the juft Influence they have

D on
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on tbeir Congregations, qualifies them
moft for the fetting the People right in

this important Article.

'Tis true he does infinuate that fome
few of their Body has acted dire6liy con-

trary to their Duty in this. But is not

this as notorious as the Sun at Noon ? Has
not Sacheverell been condemn'd for it?

Have we not the Sermons ofthe Milhurns
and others in Print to prove this ? But
then with how much Mildnefs does he
qualify this Tranfgreffion , by faying,
" That thefe Suggeftions have been fa-

" vour'd by fome few unwary Men in
" holy Order?, who have made the Con-
" ftitution of their own Country a very
" littlePart oftheir Study ; and yet made
*' Ohedtence and Gover?iment the frequent
•' Subjedls of their Difcourfes.

The lateMoft Reverend Father in God,
the Lord Arch-Bifhop of Tbri^, in his Ser-

mon before the Houfe of Lords on the

7,0th of January^ afferts the fame, and
lays down furer and more juft Rules of

the Clergy's teaching of Obedience, and
meddling with Government in the Pul-

pit.

Mr. Steele farther wiflies in this Epiftle

to the Clergy, that the Laws he is about

to repeat had been fet in a clear Light,

and
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and carefully recommended to the Perufal

of the young Gentlemen in Colleges, with
a Preference to all other civil IniHtutions

whatever. For then this Kingdom (as

he fays) had not been in its prefent Con-
dition ; but the Conftitution would have
had, in every Member the Univerfities

have fent into the World ever fmce the

Revolution, an Advocate for our Rights
and Liberties.

But certainly Mr, Steele muft here be
in the wrong, fince without doubt our

. Proteftant Univerfities have taken that

Care, in inftruQ:ing their Pupils in that

manner ; and if any of them, when they

came in the World faid or did any thing

contrary to thefe good Inftructions, it

ought to be attributed to their After-

Corruption, and not to their Education.

For it would be to refle8: on the Univer-
fities, to fpeak otherwife. I confefs lam
fomething ignorant in thefe Particulars,

and am not acquainted with the prefent

Method of Education there ; but I am of
opinion, that fuch Learned Bodies cannot
be in the wrong, or if they are, that we
had better let them alone, unlefs we
could reform them. For to find fault

with a Man in Power, is not the Way to

reibrm, but provoke him. It is true, I

.::'I D 2 have



have been lately in Company with a

young Fellow of a College, who has

raiPd at the Revolution ; but I was ne-

ver fo audacious to think, that he learn'd

thofe Maxims at the Univerfity ; but

here in Lo7tdo7i^ where without doubt they

may fall into ill Company, and be cor-

rupted. They come up here for a Re-
laxation from Study, may happen to fall

into Acquaintance with the Ladies, and
there are a fort of them very zealous a-

gainft the Revolution, and for the Tre^

tender ; and who knows but a Complai-
fance for the Fair Sex (fo becoming a

Man of fine Parts and good Breeding)

might pervert their Judgments ; and it

would be very hard to lay this to an Uni-
verfity Education.

In this Article therefore I believe you
will with me diflent from Mr. Steele

;

but I thought my felf obliged to put it

down, as Teeming a very eifential Part

of his Cafe.

He goes on to conjure the Clergy by
their Oaths to fupport the Laws he is go-

ing to repeat, and their Abjuration of the

^Pretender, in which he will allow no
mental Refervation, Equivocation, or a-

ny manner of Efcapes, by which tempo-
rary Cafuiils might hope to elude the

Force
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Force of thofe folemn Obligations. " This
^ lam fureof (fays he) that if the Body
" of the Clergv, who confiderately and
" voluntarily enter'd into thefe Engage-
*' ments, fhould be madeufeofasInfl:r^-
*' ments and Examples to make the Na-
'' tion break through them, not only the
" Succeflion of the Crown, but the very
^' ElTence of our Religion is in danger.
*^ What a Triumph would it furnifh to
*' thofe evil Men among us, who are Ene-
" mies to your Sacred Order ? What Oc-
*^ cafion would it adminifter to Atheifts
*' and Unbelievers, to fay that Chriftia-

" nity is nothing elfe but an outward
" Shew and Pretence among the moll
" knowing of its Profeffors ? What cou'd
" we afterwards object to Jefuits, i^c.

But left this fliould feem to proceed
from any Fear of fuch a Difpofition in

the Clergy, or to infmiiate that there

was many fuch, he aflures them the con-

trary, and that he only puts them in mind
how their own Honour and the Intereft

of Religion is concern'd.

He farther fhews them, that under
Pretence of Zeal towards them, Men may
carry on Defigns deftru£live to the Na-
tion, their Intereft, and Religion it felf.

And that it is therefore their Duty to

con»
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confider, whetlier the Cry ofthe Church's

Danger may not become a Truth ; and
as you are Men of Senfe and Honour
(fays Mr. Steele^ to exert your felves in

the undeceiving the Multitude, whenever
their affedionate Concern for you may
prove fatal to themfelves.

In fhort (to come to an End of this

Epiftle) he tells them, that it will be an
Action worthy of the Minifters of the

Church of England, to diftinguifh them*
felves for the Love of their Country, of

our Laws, Liberties, I^rerogative of the

Crown, i^c, " And as there are no In-
" ftruments under Heaven (concludes he)
*' fo capable of this great Work (the fix-

'^ ing the People m the true Intereft of
** their Country and Religion) that God
*' would make you fuch to this divided
** Nation, is the hearty Prayer of, i^c.

The Preface is of the NeceflTity of Go-
vernment in general, the Excellence of

our mixt Government, the Mifery of de-

Ipotick Power, and the Lawfulnefs of

a necelTary Refinance ; the concluding

Proof of which is the forequoted Opini-

on of the prefent Lord Chancellor of

Great Britain,

He begins the Crips with the Value of

Liberty, that is, of living under our own
Laws



Laws made by our own Confent, and
not under the Art)itrary Power of one
Man's Will. He Ihews that our Ance-
ftors have ftriven for this Liberty, this

Blefling, at the Expence of more Blood
and Treafure than any other Blelling

could deferve, and yet little enough for

this. He fhews that we have of late

difcover'd a greater Supinity in R.egard

of this Particular than any of ourPrede-
ceflbrs, and feem to have given up our
Caufe as not tenable. To revive our an-

cient Love of Liberty, and Zeal for our
Rights and Laws, he laid down the Laws
themfelves, to fhew what Right we have
to the Benefit of them.

He begins with an Ad: of Parliament
made in the 2d SefiTionof the ift Year of
King William and Queen Mary^ which
contains our Claim of Rights, and the In-

capacity of a Papift's Reigning in this

Land. To this he fubjoins tlie Scots A 8:

of Settlement on the Revolution ; from
both which he would let us fee the Senie

the two Nations had then of our Delive-

rance and Deliverer, when they had juft

felt the Gripe of Popery and arbitrary

Power ; which are now too much forgot.

The



The Death of Queen Mary and the

Duke of Glocefler^ made the Nation
take Care to prevent the Pretenfions of

the feveral Popifh Claimants of this

Crown, on the Demife of King William^

and our prefent Sovereign Lady Queen
eAme ; and by fettling the Succeflion of
the Throne in the Proteftant Houfe of

Hanover^ fecure us againfl: the Return of

Popery and Arbitrary Power, by an A61
made in the 12th and i^th Year of the

late King William^ the Subftance ofwhich
Mr. Steele recites, for the Eftablifliment

of the Proteftant Succeflion ; and an other

Adi for the farther Security of his Maje-
ily's Perfon and the Succeflion of the

Crown in the Proteftant Line ; for extin-

guifhingthe Hopes ofthe pretended Prince

o^Vales^ and all other Pretenders, and
their fecret and open Abettors ; which
compleated the greatWork of Deliverance

of thefe Nations from Popery and Slavery,

in fecuring our Pofterity as well as our
felves from thefe Evils.

After this he gives the Subftance of
feme, and the vVhoIe of other Ads of

Parliament in her prefent Majefty's Reign,

dire-
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dire(Eted to the fame End, the Securing

the Succellion in the Proteftant Line of
the Houfe of Hanover ; and then fhews it

irrecoverably fix'd in the A£t of Union of
the two Kingdoms of England and Scot-

land^ and other fubfequent Afis of the u-

nited Kingdoms to the fame purpofe. He
then proceeds to ftate the Right the Peo-

ple and Government of 'Britain had to fet-

tle their Crown to the beft Advantage,
and for the Security of their Laws and
Religion*

He then gives us aView of our glorious

Succefles under the Duke of Marlborough^

which are all Confirmations of our Secu-

rity by thie Reduction of the exorbitant

Power of France^ which could only be
dangerous to us ; and then after a Refu-
tation of the Calumnies of the Duke's E-
iiemies,Tiex:offles to the Articles ofPeace,

one of the ,\moft important of which he
makes the Demolition o^T)unkirk. He
farther gives a View of the State of the

Affairs of the Empire, and the reft of £f/-

rofey and infinuates fome Doubts of the

French King's Intentions of demolifhing

the Mole and Harbour of "Dunkirk. And
after fome Reflections on the Difaffeded,

E he
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lie comes to the Tretender^s Cohverfion to

the Proteftant Religion, and the little De-
pendance there is to be laid upon it by
the Example of the Duke oiTdrh-f ^c. He
touches on the Maflacre of IrelUnd^ arid

'that of P^m, as Tnftances of what Wfe

ought to expeO: from a Pdpifh Prince,

whether the Tretender or iLhy other Cla!i-

mant of that Religion.

/ He concludes, that we are guarded a-

gainft all thefe Dangers by our Laws, aild

A£Is ofSettlement ; and that the breaking

through thofe only can render us mifera-

ble as well as irreligious.

There remains, only to fpeak of the

Clofe of the E'ngUjhman ; but the fame
Topicks for the 'ftioft Part recurring, yoU
may fuppofe that it is written with thie

fame Spirit and Brow ; that is] all of it

but what is cenfur'd by the Houfe of
Commons, with a true and honeft Zeal

for the Happinefs and Safety of the ©n-
t'iJJ) Nation, and the Honour of her Ma-
jefty, which indeed is entirely built upon
that.

•If
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If there fhould happen any new Occur-

rence of this Nature, in relation to this

Affair, you (hall be fure to have a true and
impartial Account of it, from.

SIR,

Your moft humble Servant.

LONDON,

March 20, 17^4.
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