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A

CAVEAT, C.

TH E Author of all our Difgraces',

—of all our Oppreflions,—begins

to lift up his impious Head:——*

Again he feems to make a Jell of publick

Juftice.——Who could have thought this ?

The Man who a Year ago was crying out

for Mercy : The Man who was looked

upon in the Condition of a Criminal already

under Sentence of Death : That fuch a

Man mould in fo fhort a Time give him-

felf the Airs of the Head and Leader of a

Faction !

To fee fuch a Monfter of Iniquity and

Corruption, not only efcape capital Punish-

ment, but continue in the quiet Poflefiion

of the Plunder of twenty Years: No
Account rendered:—No Reftitution made

to the Publick.— Inftead of feeing him

B ftript,
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ftript, degraded, and made a lafting Ex-

ample to deter all future bad Men from

committing the like Crimes, to fee him go

off honoured, rewarded ; nay the very in-

ferior Tools and Inftruments of his wick-

ed Mcafures left hanging upon the Publick,

and, like fo many Leeches ftill drawing off

the Remainder of our vital Spirits, is a

Circumftance that hath made every honefl

Heart in the Nation fick.

Not to carry this Declamation too far,

let us confider Matters with Temper and

Moderation.

We are told, that Things are not fo

bad as they are generally reprefented.:-. .

Some of thofe in whom we lately placed

our greateft Confidence, allure us, That

Punifhment ftill hangs over this Man,

—

That if we will but have a little Patience,

Vengeance may ftill overtake him.

That thofe who forced him out of Power,

have no Tendernefs either for his Perfon or

his Crimes. That if they did not pufh

the late Attempt to bring him to Juftice,

it was becaufe they were morally fure, it

could
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could not then fucceed according to the

Expectations of the Publick : That they

knew there was a determined Refblution

in a certain Place to protect him ; and

that therefore they were for deferring the

Attack, and like good Soldiers, keeping

back their Fire, till they could make Ufe

of it to do fome Execution : That the

Chain of Corruption being in the mean

Time broke by his Removal from Power,

all that the Nation has a juft Reafon to

expect from the new Ministers will foon

be done $ and the Conftitution eafed of

it's Burthen, will be able to work it's own

Cure.

All this is faid, and I hope, it is all

true. I hope, our new Minifters are

not endeavouring to impofe either upon

themfelves, their Friends, or their Coun-

try. It is not our Bufinefs to condemn

them as long as there can be Room to

hope, that they mean to fet Things right.

Not to lay too great a Load therefore

upon them, let us acquit them of being

as yet criminal, yet fure it mud be owned,

B 2 that
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that their Conduct hath in fome Refpe&s

been a little unfortunate. However, as

there is (till Room to mend pad Errors, let

us give them Hill a little Forbearance for

the Debts they owe to their Country ; but

in the mean Time, they muft give us

Leave to declare our Apprehenfions of

what may be the Confequence of the fa-

tal Reprieve (to call it by no* worfeaName)

lately given to this Man.

With Regard to thefe Apprehenfions, I

mull: firft premife, that though this Man

is removed from Bufinefs, the World can-

not be perfuaded, he is removed from

Power. There are but too many difa-

agreeable Circum fiances in our Affairs,

which fmell ftrong of his Influence.—

If it be fo, we may allure ourfelve?, he

will not be content with a bare Reprieve ;

for notwithstanding the ftrange Power

made ufe of to ftifle and fupprefs all Kind

of Evidence, fuch a Load of Guilt has

come to Light againft him, as leaves no

Jloom for Mercy in the Eyes of the Peo-

ple.— Eeiides, The Profufenefs of his Ex-

pence,
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pence, the Splendor of his Palaces, and

the Magnificence of his Furniture, is a

fuflicient Proof of his Plunder.—He was

known to be in diftrefled Circumftances

when he firft came into Power. He

has fince conftantly lived at a Rate above

what his Family Eftate and the juft Pro-

fits of his Employments could afford j and

yet his Domefticks (hew you, by Way of

Oftentation, a Gallery in one of his Pala-

ces, with four/core thoiifand Pounds, hung

up againll the Walls.

For thefe Reafons, He is confidered al-

ready as a Convict : The People think,

that nothing but the Formality of a Trial

is wanting to do his Bufinefs. In fpight

of his affected Tranquillity and natural

Impudence his Heart akes, and mud ake

as long as the Sword is kept hanging over

his Head. Is it not natural for him to

endeavour to change that uneafy and dan-

gerous Situation ? Will he not move

Heaven and Earth to be fafe ? No doubt

he will. 1 think therefore, we may ex-

pect to fee one or other of thefe two Things

attempted

:



(6)
attempted: Either that a collufive Trial

will be fet on Foot, that he may be ac-

quitted by a Farce of Juftice j or an Act

of Indemnity will be brought in. —

Which ever of the two is thought mod
advifeable, in all Probability, it will be at-

tempted by furprize, perhaps towards the

latter End of this very Seffion, when the

Departure of the Country Gentlemen (ac-

cording to their ufual unhappy Cuftom)

leaves the Courtiers Mafters of the Field ;

by which Means the People are generally

awed into a Submiffion, by the Appearance

of a formidable Majority upon every

Queftion. No Man, therefore, can do

a better Piece of Service to his Country,

than to alarm his Fellow-Subjects, and put

them upon their Guard againft an Attempt

which, if it fucceeds, will certainly throw

us into Confufion, or put a final End to

our Liberties.

If we mould be fo unhappy as to fee

an Attempt of this Nature fucceed, it

muft be brought about by Means of a

Treaty betwixt the Criminal and the new

Minifters,
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Minifters, or by a Treaty betwixt him

and the Perfons of whom the Country

Party is now compofedj but whoever they

may be that mall negotiate with this Man

for that Purpofe, or indeed for any Pur-

pofe, will be in a Confpiracy againft the

Liberties of their Country.

In vain will it be for our new Minifters

to urge, that Government is not now car-

ried on by Corruption:—That they in-

tend to keep up no ftanding Armies in

Time of Peace : That they afk for no

Votes of Credit: That they fcreen no

publick Thieves: That they enter into

none of thofe Meafures to rob the Nation,

annually practifed by the late Premier. .

An Act of Indemnity will be productive

of all thefe, and much greater Evils..

They may plead their good Intentions as

much as they pleafe : . If once they

remove the Sword from over this Man's

Head, they may depend upon it they ne-

ver can, from that very Minute, be the

Authors of any right Meafure .—He

will not fuffer them to gain Reputation.

i Do



(3 )

Do they imagine that he, who would

not leave the Appearance of Power, no

not fo much as the vain empty Shadow of

Power, to thofe who were all along fup-

porting his deftructive Meafures, will be

content to fhare it with thofe who have

been inftrumental in reducing him to

his prefent dangerous Circum fiances ?—»

Sure no Man can think he will.

As for my Part, when I confider in

what Manner an Indemnity given to this

Man muft affect the new Minifters them-

selves, I mould not call them Knaves,

mould they come into it, becaufe another

Name would more properly belong to them.

If they fhould be feduced to confent

to this Meafure, upon the Expectation of

Favour at Court, there is a Meannefs in

them which I could notfufpeft. If they

are drawn into it, upon the Promife of en-

joying what the World thinks they want,

that is, the Power of doing fome Good

for their Country, they will be mofl egre-

gioufly deceived.

Do



( 9)
Do they fancy that this Man will retire,

thanking thofe that have faved him, and

think no more of publick Affairs ? If they

do, they do not know the Man. >

We fee, that Mens Foibles and Paffions

will enter into Affairs of the greater!: Im-

portance. There never was a Time

when it concerned this Man fo much, to

carry himfelf with Prudence and Caution,

as at his going off the Stage, yet nothing

could keep him within the Bounds of Dif-

cretion or common Decency: His

Vanity,—the Infolence of his Temper,

—

got the better of him. When it was

his Bufmefs to foften the publick Refent-

ment, when it was his Intereft to per-

fuade the World, he had no Power left,

we faw him, like Alexander the Great,

parcelling out the Kingdom amongft his

Followers. Royal Favours, which

might have been privately granted and ac-

cepted, he refufeJ ; thofe which he knew

would make a Fracas, he not only accept-

ed but infifted on. At the very lafl:

Gafpof his fuppofed expiring Power, what

C extra-
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extravagant Grants to the moft obnoxious

of his Tools ! What ridiculous Ho-

nours to fome whom we know not by

what Name to call ! Do we not re-

member, that the very Day after the laft

Semon concluded, when the Report of the

fecret Committee was in every Hand, when

the whole Nation was reading an Account

of little fcandalous Robberies committed

by him : Upon that very Day, I fay,

when one would think, he mould have

fought out fome Cave under Ground to

have hid his Shame, did he mew himfelf

at Court, giving himfelf fuch prepofterous

Airs, as made all thinking Men pity the

Weaknefs of his Understanding, while

thofe of his Tools who had a Grain of

Senfe blufhed for him.

Thefe Things are mentioned only to

(hew, what is to be expected from him

:

They are brought in to prove, that if

we judge by the Nature of the Man, we

may depend upon it, he never will quit

the Thoughts of Power but with his

Life.. I would afk our new Minifters,

3 whether
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whether removing his Fears, and placing

him in Safety, will cure his Vanity and

correct the Infolence of his Temper ?

Sure, they cannot impofe upon themfelves

fo far as to believe, it can have this Effect.

Yes, but fome People will fay, that his

Gratitude for fo great a Deliverance, will

oblige him to give up every Thing to his

Benefactors. 1 mall take the Liberty

of anfwering this with a homely old Pro-

verb, Save a Thieffrom the Gallows and

he will cut your Throat.- Can they fo

foon forget, that on the very Day when

this Reprieve was granted him, were they

abufed by this Man and hisfcribling Tools?

He attacks thofe very Perfons with

Lies and Calumnies to whofe Lenity it is

owing that he lives, and for which they loft

the warm Hearts of mod of their Country-

men Let them take this as a Speci-

men of his Gratitude.

We know by Experience that this Man
will bear no Rival in Power, and that he is

full of that Jealoufy, fo common to weak

pretending Men, of hating thofe who ap-

C 2 pear
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pear to have fuperior Abilities : They muft

be Underlings : If they have not, they

mutt affect to have a Capacity far inferior

to his: Suppofe our new Minifters, af-

ter they have faved him from that Punifti-

ment he highly dcferves, and reftored him

to that Power he never did, nor ever can de-

ferve : I fay, fuppofe our new Minifters

fhould in this Cafe fubmit to become the

infamous Tools of his future Adminiftra-

tion, they will not be allowed to acl: even

this fcandalous Part. An ungrateful

Man naturally hates thofe, who, he knows,

may juftly accufe him of Ingratitude : He
can never be at Eafe till they are removed

out of his Sight j and this our new Mini-

fters mult expect, if he ever again mounts

the Saddle.

It will be perceived, that I am arguing

all this while, as if I took it for granted,

that this Man's Reftoration to Power, muft

be the certain Confequence of an Acl: of

Indemnity.—I own I am. 1 think a

Man muft wilfully fhut his Eyes againft

wthe Light that does not fee it. Even

now,
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now, though he ftands behind the Scene,

'tis plain he directs every Thing upon the

Stage. Two late Promotions mani-

feflly (hew, that his Influence prevails in

the Difpofal of all Offices, from the high-

eft to the lowed *. :—An Act of In-

demnity will bring him again upon the

Stage, to direct all our Affairs as openly

and arbitrarily as before ; and when I con-

fider our prefent Circumftances, I think, I

have Caufe to apprehend the near Approach

of this publick Misfortune. We fee

the Friends of the Nation divided :

There is no longer the fame Harmony

which drove him from the avowed PolTef-

fion of Power : Jealoufies and Dirt rufts

have got footing amongfl: them. If

thefe Things continue, they muft turn to

the Advantage of the common Enemy;

and private Animofity will deftrcy all that

hath been done by publick Spirit.

* Mr. Jones, whofe Father ia Servant to the Earl of Or-

ford. D. Advertifer, Jan. 20. Mr. Humt, Brother to Alex.

Hume, Efq; Petitioner at the late famous Ciippeitb&m Electi-

on. St. James* Evening-Poft, Decetnfa* 30.

The
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The Nation looked for Relief from the

new Minifters. Things have not an-

fwered Expectation, and the People grow

out of Humour with them.—-They,

on the other Side, think themfelves ill

ufed : They complain that, inftead of be-

ing affifted and fupported, they are ex-

pofed, calumniated, weakened, and left to

themfelves.— Whither will thefe ill Hu-

mours hurry us ?—Cannot any Body fee

the Ruin they muft bring upon us ?

We are giving an Opening to the common

Enemy :—We are tempting him to return

to his Port ; and nothing but an Act of In-

demnity is wanting, to bring this Plague

upon us again, which may loon happen,

unlefs Providence mould interpofe to heal

thefe unhappy Jealoufies.

The new Minifters complain, that they

entered upon publick Buiinefs by the Con-

fent of the whole Nation -, that they took

PoiTemon of the Government, as a Party

that is detached from a grand Army, takes

PoifefTion of a deferted Camp, not for

themfelves but for the common Caufe j

but
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but that looking about, thinking their

Friends were following them, they found

themfelves left at the Mercy of the Ene-

my, by thofe who had hitherto backed

and encouraged them. From this

Time they fay, they have been pulled to

Pieces for not doing that which the Con-

dud of their own Friends had difabled

them from doing j and that thefe are Caufes

fufficient for putting them out of Humour.

That the Nation hath been moft cruelly

difappointed is dear : To whofe Charge

thefe Disappointments are to be laid, per-

haps is not quite fo clear. The Friends

of the new Minifters mull own, that they

have fuffered fome wrong Things to be

done, and that many right Things expect-

ed of them are ftill left undone.- Whe-

ther all this be owing to their not being

fupported by their Friends, I will not de-

termine—But fuppofe the People who

have fuffered fo long, and been fo cruelly

difappointed, mould (for Want of feeing

the Infide of Things) fufpecT: thofe that are

•not guilty, can this provoke our new Mi-

nifters
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nifters to throw off all Concern for the

publick Good ? Will they make their

diftreffed Country feel the Effects of their

Refentment, by a League with it's worft

Enemy ? Would they owe even Pow-

er itfelf, however bewitching it may be,

to any infamous Bargain with one whom
they themfelves have reprefented as a Mon-

ger of Corruption ? I cannot think fo ill

of them.

As to the Gentlemen who make up what

is now called the Country Party, they ftill

lit high in the People's Favour May

they always do fo May there be at all

Times a Number of Gentlemen of For-

tune fo happy in their Characters, as to

porTefs the Hearts of their Countrymen

;

for fuch muft always be a Check upon a

corrupt Adminiftration ; and although they

ihould not be ftrong enough at all Times

to do Good, they may prevent Mifchief.

May they oppofe every bad Mea-

fure of the prefent Men in Power, but

may neither Spleen nor Revenge carry them

fo far, as to have any Dealings, any Cor-

respondence
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refpondence with the common Enemy,

No Doubt, this Job might be done

for him more effectually and more eafily

by them, than by the new Minifters with-

out them ; for whoever they are that are

to do it, will have the Honour of the whole

Crew of publick Plunderers for Allies and

AfMants. If ever they mould be fo in-

fatuated as to treat with him, they are loft

to their Country, and muft expect from

that Minute, to become the Objects of u-

niverfal Hatred.

As their whole Conduct hath been re-

mote from private Intereft, let not Spleen

and Revenge againft the new Minifters,

pum them upon that which all the Temp-

tations of a Court could never prevail up-

on them to do. If the Enemy finds

the new Minifters reiolute to oppofe him,

no doubt but thofe of the Country Party

will be applied to : All Artifices will be

made ufe of to work upon their Paftions:

It is not to be doubted, but he hath

long had fome concealed Friends amongft

them : . Men who never appeared for

D him,



( i8)

him, but have all along endeavoured to

weaken the Oppofirion, by creating Jea-

loufies and Divifions : Thefe will work

for him : They muft do it -, for he has

them by fcandalous Secrets. If thefe

can inflame the prefent Jealoufy betwixt

the new Minifters and the Country Party :

If they can exafperate either of thefe

Parties to think of Revenge, the Job will

be done for him by the other -, and then

he walks in again, without any farther

Trouble.

To the Misfortune of the Nation, his

Power hath lafied fo long, that almofl

every Employment in the three Kingdoms,

great and fmall, hath been filled up by

him. All thefe People will co-operate

with either Side for his Return, by Means

of a general Indemnity The felonious

Practices that had crept into every Office,

were not limply pardoned, they were en-

couraged and protected. Many of thefe

People have Reafon to fear, if he is not

brought back, not only that they mufl

follow him, but that they may fuffer for

part
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paft Sins. They may apprehend, that

as long as Punimment hangs over him,

fome farther Villainies may be opened,

which it is extremely their Intereft to pre-

vent. Befides thefe, Rogues of all other

Denominations, down to thofe that infeft

the Paffages of the Play-houfe: In fine, all

that can expect Impunity and Indulgence

in a loofe, diforderly, and corrupt Ad-

min iftration, will be glad to fee him again

in Power.

The Pilfering lately difcovered in an Of-

fice of very high Triiif, has given all pub-

lick Pilferers the Alarum. 1 wifti the

Indulgence the Offender has met with may

not give Encouragement to the Practice for

the future. It is very flrange, that a

Clerk in an Office mould have an Oppor-

tunity to pilfer ] 6,000/. from the Pub-

lick, which is faid to be the Sum this

Clerk is charged with It is very

flrange, he mould have continued his felo-

nious Practice for lo many Years without a

Difcovery. But it is much more

flrange, that when a Diicovery was made,

D 2 a Dif-
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a Difmiffion from his Office mould be his

only Punifhrnent ; and that when an Ac-

count was defired, his Superiors (hould hold

themfelves fatisfied with his anfwering,

that he could not, becaufe his Books and

Papers had been burnt. We may now

guefs why a Cart Load of Books and Pa-

pers were carried from a certain Office, and

made a Bonfire of in the Road to Hackney,

foon after our Affairs in Parliament began

lafl Winter to take a new Turn -If

this Clerk had been poor, the Lightnefs of

his Puniihment might have been imputed

to Mercy, but as he is rich, Juftice furely

required Restitution; and Juftice will pre-

vail if the Patron of publick Plunderers be

not reftored to Power. This is what

they all know, and this will make them all

join with any Party in Meafures for that

Purpofe.

But it is to be hoped, that thofe who

are yet innocent, will confider well the

dangerous Confequences, both with Re-

fpecl: to themfelves and their Country, be-

fore they allow themfelves to be tempted

3 t0
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to join in any fuch Meafure. The

whole People united againfr. this Man and

his Accomplices, becaufe they fee plainlv

that the State muft perifh in the Hands of

one who has no Abilities to govern, nor

any one Art of Government except that of

Corruption alone. If the evil Genius of

England fhould bring him again upon the

Stage, it is eafy to forefee, that Confufion

or Slavery mult follow. He and his

new as well as old Confederates may flatter

themfelves, that as the Nation bore him fo

long, it will bear him again ; but before

they are fure of this, let them diitinguifh

betwixt our different Circumftances.

When this Man was before in Power,

the People faw an Oppofition well conduct-

ed, from whence they expected Relief:

They were kept in continual Hopes

of feeing an End of their Grievances, and

of having the Author of them punifhed,

without being obliged to have Recourfe to

violent Methods. But thefe Hopes will be

no more, when they find a Door opened

for bringing him in again upon them :

A Door,
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A Door, I fry, opened by thofe whom
the People traded to keep him out:

When they fee Men feduced, by the Love

of Power, or to gratify Spleen and Malice,

from the Purfuit of publick Good, and

tempted to join in faving their worft Ene-

my, they will truft no more to Parlia-

ments, and Neceffity will force them to

take Care of themfelves ; for I may ven-

ture to prophefy, that the Nation will ne-

ver bear to be trampled under the Feet of

a Man, faved from the Gallows by an Act

of Indemnity.

I know many have a Notion, that the

People have been fo long opprefied and

daunted with Taxes and (landing Armies,

that they have loft all Courage, that there

is no fuch Thing as a military Spirit left

amongft them, and that there is therefore no

Fear of their having Recourfe to Arms

This is an Opinion that hath long prevail-

ed : It is what encouraged fome aban-

doned Men to fupport the late Minifter in

all his wicked Meafures: It was this

Opinion that made them venture to follow

him
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him through all his dirty Ways. They

thought they were in no Danger from any

violent Methods, and as they fuppofed the

Majority of the Nation as abandoned as

themfelves, they thought they were in no

Danger from any Legal In the latter

of thefe two Opinions they have found

themfelves miftaken ; and mould all Hopes

of legal Relief be put an End to, they

may find themfelves as much miftaken in

the former.

I have already ihewn the Difference of

our Circum fiances when this Man was lafl

in Power, from what they will be fhould

he ever return. 1 may ftrengthen what

I have faid upon that Subject by the Obfer-

vation of a wife Man, That when a Peo-

ple ioho have been long opprejfed, are put in

Hopes of Relief, and are difappointed, their

Dejpair always takes a violent T^urn

There are Examples of this in many Coun-

tries. The People will no Doubt bear

a great deal; but there are Bounds beyond

which Patience will not go ; and that is

when they find, they can expert no Relief

from
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from the Laws or Conftitution of their

Country.

But fuppofe the People (hould be kept in

Subjection, and this Man fupported in his

recovered Power, by a corrupt Parliament

and a numerous mercenary Army, will he

not then be able, and no Man, I believe,

doubts his Will, to deftroy our Liberties as

effectually as Cardinal Mazarin did the

French.- The Circumftances of France,

and the laft Struggles made by the People

for their Liberties during the Adminiftra-

tion of that weak and wicked Prime Mi-

nifter, fo nearly refemble the prefent Cir-

cumftances of this Nation, that I cannot

conclude this Caveat better than by giving

a mort Account of that Piece of Hiftory.

It is very remarkable, that the firft

Thing which raifed the Indignation of the

People againft that blundering Minifter,

was an Fxcife-Scheme. The Liberties of

the Nation had been in a great Meafure

fuppreffed by the former Minifter :

The People were in a Sort of Lethargy

:

The Parliament, at the Defire of the Court,

had
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had pa/Ted many Laws destructive not only

to private People but to the Publick ;

and the Minifters were fo abandoned as to

declare openly, 'That Honefiy was fit only

for Tradefmen, and not to be thought of in

any Affairs relating to the Publick ; upon

which the famous Cardinal de Retz makes

this Remark, That when Governors lofe all

Shame, the Governed lofe all Re/pec7y and it

is ujually atfuch a Time as this that the Peo-

ple recover of their Lethargy by falling into

Convulfions. Thefe were the Circum-

ftances of France in the Year 1647, when

an Edict was fent to be regi fired, that is

to fay, pafled in Parliament, for laying an

Excije upon all Provisions brought into the

City of Paris. The Parliament, which

for feveral Years had done every Thing the

Court bid them, refufed to pafs this Edict j

fo that the Court was obliged to drop it,

and to give over levying the Excije pro-

pofed. This began a Difpute between

the Court and Parliament, which at laft

produced a Sort of Civil War, commonly

called the Barricades of Paris.

E Though
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Though the Court had a numerous Ar~

my at it's Command : Though that

Army had juft obtained a notable Victory

over the Spania?'ds in Flanders, and was

commanded by one of the greateft Gene-

rals of the Age, I mean the Prince of

Conde ; yet all this could not fo terrify the

People as to prevent their flying to Arms,

when they found that nothing elfe would

do 5 and the Minifter might
;
perhaps, then

have been facrificed, but he was faved at

that Time by the Divifions among the

Chiefs of the People, and the Conduct of

the Prince of Conde. Did he alter his

Meafures, or (hew any Gratitude to the

Prince ? So far otherwife, that in lefs than

a Year he got both the Prince and his Bro-

ther committed to Prifon ; and he con-

tinued to incenfe the Parliament and pro-

voke the People as much as ever : He had

the Cardinal de Rtfz, and fome others, ac-

cufed of treafonable Practices, and profe-

cuted in Parliament upon the Evidence of

falfe and fuborned Witnefles j and he ne-

glected the Profecution of the War then

carrying on again ft Spain, By
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By thefe Meafures, and by his ingrofiing

fo entirely the Ear of the Queen Regent,

he united all Parties againfl him. Even

the Duke of Orleans, firft Prince of the

Blood, and prefumptive Heir of the Crown,

declared openly againft him ; and though

the Minifter fet all his Engines to work,

in order to regain the Duke, he could not

prevail ; but on the contrary, his Royal

Highnefs, by the Advice of the Parliament,

returned for Anfwer to the Queen Regent,

who had fent to invite him to Court, that

he would wait on her in the mofi dutiful Ma?i-

ner, as /don as the Princes were at Liberty,

and the Cardinal removed from the Kings

Prefence and from his Councils ; and the

very fame Day the Parliament voted, al-

moft unanimoufly, an Addrefs to the King,

praying, that he would order the Princes to

hefct at Liberty, and that he would remove

Cardinal Mazarin from his Councils and

Prejencs ; for the Parliament of Paris did

not, itfeems, think, that it was neceflary

to have a Proof of any Crime, as a Foun-

dation for fuch an Addrefs.

E 2 This
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This came like a Thunder-clap upon

the Minifter. Upon this he quite loft

his Courage, and though he got the Queen

to return a haughty Anfwer to the Parlia-

ment, yet that very Night he ftole out of

Paris in Difguife, without taking the

Qaeen Regent or the young King along

with him. But as he retired only

to St. Germains, the Parliament foon after

iflued an Arret, by which he was ordered

to depart the Kingdom and all the Places

under his Majejlfs Dominion, in fifteen

Days, with all his Relations and Domejlick

Servants that were Foreigners -, or in De-

fault thereof, to be proceeded againfl as Cri-

minals, with Leave to all his Majejlys Sub-

jects to attack and defiroy them. In Obe-

dience to this the Cardinal departed the

Kingdom, and the Princes being fet at

Liberty, they came to Paris, and took

their Seats in Parliament as ufual.

Thus one would think, that the Coun-

try Party in Fra?ice had got a complete

Victory, and that the Liberties of the Na-

tion would confequently be fecured upon a

folid
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folid and lading Foundation. But

alas ! They had done their Bufinefs but

by halves. They had removed the

Minifter : They had even banifhed

him out of the Kingdom : i Nay

farther, they had fet a Price upon his

Head, if he ever returned : But his

Creatures and Tools ftill remained in raoft

of the publick Employments, efpecially

at Court, by which Means the Cardinal,

though he was 300 Miles diftant, directed

all the Affairs of the Nation ; for nothing

of Importance was refolved on by the

Queen and her felect Council, till a Cou-

rier was fent to the Cardinal for his Ad-

vice. The Princes and Parliament

foon became fenfible of this.- The

Queen Regent continued obftinate ;

The two Parties in the Oppofition, in-

ftead of joining in Meafures for over-

coming her Obftinacy, rather confirmed

her in it, by entering feparately into Ne-

gotiations with her. And this re-

vived again the Flames of a Civil War,

which became much more general and

bloody
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bloody than it had been before. In

this War the Princes of the Blood, the Par-

liament, and a great Majority of the Peo-

ple, were united againft the Court and

the Difcon tents of the People were very

much aggravated by the Cardinal's being

called back to Court, and re-inftatedinhis

former Poll:, even during the Continuance

of the War. In thefe Circumftances

one would imagine, that the Country-

Party might eafily have got the better j

but as this Party confifled of two diftincl

Parties, to wit, that of the Duke of Or-

leans and that of the Prince of Condi*

the Minifter craftily applied to them fe-

parately for an Accommodation, and both

were unluckily caught in the Snare.

By this Means he fowed Jealoufles and

Diftrufts between them, fo that they could

never heartily join in any Meafures even

for their own Safety, much lefs for the

Safety of their Country, and the Party at

laft dwindled away to nothing. The

Court returned triumphantly to Paris, got

quiet PofTeflion of the whole Kingdom,

without

!
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without having ever gained one remarkable

Victory by their Arms, or agreeing to any

Terms, either for fecuring the Liberties of

the People, or indemnifying thofe that had

taken Arms in their Defence.

The Minifter being thus reftored to the

full PoiTeffion of his Power, began then

to mew the Infolence of his Temper :

The Prince of Conde had taken Care to

retire in Time, but the very next Day af-

ter the Court's Return, the Duke of Or-

leans was banimed to Limours, and no lefs

than twelve Members of Parliament were

banimed from Paris ; and though the

Queen owned that her Return to Paris

was very much owing to the Cardinal de

Retz, yet he was foon after taken up and

imprifoned, from whence he at lafl made

his Efcape, and retired to Rome. The

royal Authority was then raifed to it's high-

eft Pinnacle: The Parliament was for-

bid to meddle with any Matters of State

;

and ever fince, it has been obliged to

pafs all fuch Laws as are fent thither by

the King. Thefe were the Misfortunes

3 which
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which the Country Party brought upon

themfelves and their Country, by their

Jealoufies and Divifions, and by entering

into feparate Negotiations with the Mini-

iter. This fatal Cataftrophe was ow-

ing to a Want of publick Spirit in the

Chiefs of both the Parties oppoiite to the

Court They had all a Hatred to the

Minifter ; but none of them had fuch a

true Love for their Country as to facrifice

their own private Views to the Re-eftablifh-

ment of it's Liberties. For this Pur-

pofe, it was certainly neceflary to have

convoked a general Affembly of the States

of the Kingdom, in order, by their Au-

thority, to have fuch Regulations efta-

blifhed as were neceflary for limiting the

Power of the Crown, and fettling the

publick Liberty upon a folid and impene-

trable Foundation. But this the Lead-

ers of both Parties were averfe to, for pri-

vate Reafons of their own. —The Prin-

ces of the Blood were againft it ; becaufc

they thought, a Diminution of the royal

Power would diminish their Splendor and

Infill-
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Influence:- The Parliament were a-

gainft it j becaufe they thought, fuch an

Aflembly regularly eftablifhed, would de-

rogate from their Dignity and Authority ;

and the Cardinal de Retz was againfl:

it j becaufe he had probably a View of fuc-

ceeding to be Prime Minifter, in Cafe of

Mazariiis Death -, for though he refufed

that Poll: when it was offered him by the

Queen, during the Cardinal's Banimment,

it was not, becaufe he did not long for it

:

He himfelf gives another very fub-

ftantial Reafon : Royal Favour, fays he, is

never to be played with. One cannot em-

brace it too cloj'ely if it be rca!
y
nor keep too

far offfrom it if it be dijj'embled.

Thus the general Intereft of the Country

was ficrificed to the particular Viewr
s of the

feveral Leaders; and the Noblemen and

Gentlemen of each Party, fought only how
they might mod fuccefsfully promote their

private Intereft. By this the Liberties

of France were overturned, the Lead-

ers of both the Parties in Oppofition to the

Court facrifked, and the moil hateful

F of
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all Minifters reftored to Power The

Efleft will be theTame in this Country, if

private Views, either of Ambition, Intereft,

or Refentmcnt, be allowed to prevail over

the Publick therefore, I hope, every Man
who is not refolved to be the Slave or Tool

of a Prime Minifter, will unite in oppofing

an Act of Indemnity during thisSefTion, to

the " End, that in the next Seflion, they

may all unite in proper Methods for obtain-

ing publick Juftice, and fecuring publick

Liberty.

F I NI S.
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