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CONSIDERATIONS
Oceafioned by the

Cr.\ftsman, 8cc.

H E great Variety of

Projefts that are kid

before a Minifter of

State, by Perfons who
are incefllmtly at work
for the good of the

Publick, perhaps not altogether with-

out an Eye to their own, furnifh him

with frequent Occafions, of fliowing

his Penetration and Sagacity. Every

Projeftor is poffeffed with the high-

eft Opinion of what he has to pro-
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pofe ; the moft extravagant Error is

elpoufed wiuh Zeal by its Owner.

To diftinguilTi between a Projeftor,

and a Perfon who has really hit up-

on a Beneficial National Scheme, to

refifl: the Importunity of the one,

and encourage the Labour of the

oth^r, requires no fmall degree of

Skill and Difcernment ; and is not

the leaft difficult Part of the Mini-

fterial Office. Impatience, Inattention

and Prejudice, are at leaf!: as likely

to make a Minifter rejeft a ufeful

Defign, as to entertain one that may
be Prejudicial.

If we were to look back, and re-

flefl: upon the Charafters and Con-

duft of the Minifters, who have been

intruded with the Affiiirs of our own
Country, for a Century paft ; I dare

fay, they will appear rather to have

Neglefted, than to have too much
Regarded PropofaL for the Benefit of

the Publick. It has been found eafi-

eft
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eft and fafeft, to go on in the old

Track, and to treat every Attempt to

diicover a new Way as Chimerical,

and the Author as an Adventurer,

that ought to be equipped with a Ro-

zinante and a Hehner. For this Rca-

fon, when I am told of any Publick

Scheme, which is fet on Foot by the'

Approbation of the Miniftry, I'm al-

ways dlfpofed togiveit a fair Hearing:

•It ihows, at lealt, they have taken

the Trouble of an Examination. 0£
this kind, I take it, is the Defiga

we have heard fo much of, to alter

the Duties now payable upon the Im-

portation of Tobacco and Wine into

an Exclfe or Inland Duty ; from
whence Mr. D'Anvers has taken occa-

fion to declaim fo many Weeks a-

gainft a GENERAL EXCISE. A Ge-

neral Exclie has a terrible Sound

,

but what Relation has this Defign to

a General Excife ? Will Mr. D'Anvcrs

undertake to prove, from his Allu-

lion
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fion to a Serpent's getting his Head
into a Hole , that the Fxcifing two
foreign Commodities more than thofe

already Excifed, is laying a General

Excife ? Will he undertake to prove

that Two is two Thoufand ? t)r that

a General Excife muft neceffarily

follow ? He may with equal Candour

afTert, that becaufe fome Commodities

pay a very high Duty upon Importa-

tion and Exportation, all Commodi-

ties Imported or Exported, or even

of our own Growth, will be charged

with the fame high Duties ; tho' every

body knows there are Commodities

both Imported and Exported not only

Duty free ; but with a Bounty, And
why? Becaufe the Wifdom of Par-

liament has, and always will diltin-

guilli, and fee when the Importation

or Exportation is Advantageous, Ne-

ceffary, or Prejudicial, from the Na-

ture and Kind of Goods, and lay

the Duties accordingly. The fame

Dif-
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Difcrimination will doubtlefs be made
in whatever relates to Trade.

The laft Regulation, of any great

Coiifequence to Trade, was made by^

an Afl of the 8 th of the late King ;

vyhere this Diftinflion, ariling from

the Nature of Commodities, feems

to have been obferved with the great-

eft Judgment, and Regard to the Trade

of the Kingdom. By that Afl, all

Commodities of the Growth, Produ(3:,

or Manufafture of Great Britain^ may
be exported Duty-free. By the fame
Afl a Drawback is granted upon Silk,

manufaflured and exported, which,

as I am informed, has already en-

couraged that Trade fo far, that not

only the moft diftant Parts of the

Globe are furnilhed with Silk Manu-
fiftures, particularly Stockings, from
Great Britain ; but that we fend thein

to thofe very Places from whence wc
were formerly fupplied. In favour

of the Dying-Trade, the fame Afl:

has
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has taken ofF the Duties upon Dying
Druggs imported.

This Law I have always thought

the rnofl Advantageous to the Trade

of Great Britain, of any Aft that has

paffed fince the Aft of Navigation
;

a Law freeing our Manufafturers,

and Labourers, from the Burdens

they then lay under, and making

them, in fome Meafure, the Artifi-

cers of the World. I cannot but ob-

ferve, that thefe Regulations were

made upon the coming in of the pre-

lent Miniftry : So that when the In-

tereft of the Nation required it, they

have fliown the greateft Readinefs to

take off Duties, which, in this Tn-

ilance, is done fo knowingly, that

the Kingdom has probably received a

Profit, by the Enlargement of its

Trade, in Comparifon of the Pro-

duce of thofe Duties, a Thoufand

fold. Had Mr. D'Anvers flourillied

when this Law paffed, 1 doubc not

but
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but he would have been the firft

Gainer by ic. He would certainly

have got feveral Craftfmen out of it.

How natural would it have fallen in

his way to Ihew, that taking off Du-

ties upon Importation and Exporta-

tion ; nay, not only taking off Du-
ties, but granting Drawbacks, unheard

of by any of our GothicK Kings ^ tended

to leffen the Cuftoms ; and that there

muft be a Defign to make good the

Deficiencies in the Cuftoms by a GE-
NERAL Excise.

As to the Qiieftion between Cuf-

tom and Exciies I will venture to

{ay down, that the nearer the Duty
upon any Commodity is paid to the

time of Confumption, the Confumer
may be afforded that Commodity ^1^

the cheaper ; and as the Confumer '

is the Perfon that pays all Taxes, in

that Refpefl the Tax is itfelf leffened

by its being collefted as an Excife
;

At the lame rime, I muft own that

the Inconveniencies attending this

B Method
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Method of Colleftion would be fo

great, were it to be General, that I

believe the Defign of a General Ex-

cife, never into the Imagination of

any one Man in the Kingdom, unlefs

Mr, D'Anvers has found one fo weak,

as to be alarmed by the Cry he has

endeavoured to raife by his late Pa-

pers.

I fhould be apt to think that the

Method of paying Duties at the Port,

Qr by way of Excife, fhould be fet-

tled chiefly by two Confiderations.

Firft, the Eafe and Convenience of

the Dealer. Secondly, the effeftual

fecuring the Duty fo as to prevent

Frauds.

The Truth is, this laft Confidera*

tion is as much in favour of the fair

Dealer, as of the Revenue : The frau-

dulent Trader, is the fair Trader's

greateft Enemy. The Tobacco Trade

as the Duties have been and are

now Gollecled, by long Experience

has been found liable to exceflive

Frauds^
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Frauds, fo great, that the Frauds^

and Difcounts allowed upon the Pre-

tence of Wafte and other wife, have

upon a fair Calculation appeared to

go a great Way towards anfwering

the home Confuitiption. The Temp-
tation to Frauds in the Drawbacks of

this Commodity is fo great, that it

has been impraftlcable to remedy them*

All this time the fair Trader fuffers :

he finds himfelf underfold at every

Market: the Confumer pays a Price

for the Commodity fuppoling it has

paid the Duty : the fraudulent Tra*

der IS inriched.

Now, if by changing the Method
of Collefting the Duty on Tobacco^

thefe unrighteous Gains may be taken

away, and the honelt Profits of Trade

transferred to the honeft Trader, can

any Attempt be more laudable or

better deferve the Aififtance of every

Man who is a Friend to Trade. The
Duty upon the Importation of To-

bacco at the Port, and which niuft be

B 2 imrae.
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immediately Paid, or Bonded, is, I

think, all Difcoiints dedufted, five

Pence and a Fraftion per lb. Weight.

The Merchant who Sells this Com-
modity to the Retailer, having, be-

fore fuch Sale, entered into Bond for

the Duty, gives Credit to the Retailer,

both tor the Duty, and the clear Colt

of the Commodity. How many
Merchants have we feen ruined by this

Credit, which they are obliged to give

to thofe they deal with. The Re-

tailer fails : the Merchant lofes his

whole Debt, as well for the Duty, as

the clear Value of the Tobacco: His

Eftate is taken by an Extent for Pay-

ment of the Bonds : His Credit is

loft, and he and his Family undone

;

and perhaps a Number of his Friends

who are bound with him. May not

one reafonably hope to fee fewer In-

ftances of thefe Calamities brought

upon Subjefls fo truly Valuable as the

fair trading Merchant, when the Cre-

dit he gives will be fo confiderably

diminiflied.
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diminifhed, as the Amount of the

Duty ? What remains as the clear Coft

of the Commodity, is but two fev^enths

of the Sum he now gives Credit for.

This, I am well affured, muft be a

pleafing Profpefl to all Men, who
have not fo far loft the Sentiments of

Humanity, as to think themfelves

unconcerned at the DiftrefFes of other

Men :

Homo film Hiimani nihil me alienum puto.

The Eafe this Method will likewife be

to the Planter, is worthy the greateft

Regard and Confideration. Tobacco is

a Commodity, at prefent chiefly of the

Produce of our Plantations ; but has,

with the greateft Difficulty, been pre-

ferved to us. The French have ftill large

Plantations of it in Orange, and other

Provinces of France-, and had made fe-

vere Laws to prevent the Importation

of it from hence. The Dutch had,

not many Years ago, planted Tobac-

co in Guelderland. About nine Years

fmce
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fince (unhappily for the Crafrjmdn) the

preient Miniftry, touched with the

Reprefentations of the decaying Con-
dition of this great Branch of the

Britijh Commerce, moved the Parh'a-

ment to allow the whole Duty paid,

to be drawn back upon Exportation
;

whereas before, a Half- penny per

Pound was retained. But this Encou-

ragement, great as it is, appears not

to be Sufficient. We have read very

lately, in the Publick Papers, Ac-

counts of the deplorable State of Ma^
ryland ; where the People, from the

Extremity of their Dirtrefs , have

been hurried to afls fo Defperate,

that they can be exceeded only by Sui-

cide, They have gone about like a

Tempeft, deftroying and laying wafte

their own Country ; fuch has been

their Difappointment, fuch the Fruit

of their Labour. According to the

prefen t Method of collefting the Duties

on Tobacco, they are paid and fecured

at the feveral Ports of Importation,

by
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by tlifc Faflors to thefe Planters
;

from their advancing the Duties, a

confiJerable Charge is brought upon

the Planters which, when the Me-

thod of collcfling the Duty is chang-

ed, they will be entirely eafed of. I

will not fay, the neceffary Charge

on the Planter has been often, cruelly

increafed. I know feveral Merchants

who are Men of too much Juftice

and Honour, to praflice any Arts of

this kind, to the Injury of their Cor-

refpondence. 'Tis fuflScient to remark,

that the fair regular Charges upon

thib Occafion are very Grievous, that

they will be taken off, and that no
Pretence will be left for Charges that

never were neceffary. The Ports,

with regard to this Commodity, will

be as Free- Ports. How greatly mufl

this tend to encourage the Exporta*?

tion !

And here, I cannot but lament the

melancholy State of another great

Article of our Commerce; I mean,

thac
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that of Sugar. For fome Years paft

it has gradually declined. The Por-

tugneje had, formerly, the Trade of

Sugars intirely to themfelves. Upon
the Eftablifliment of our Sugar Iflands

we gained upon them, by little and

little, and the Country of Brazil pro-

ducing a Commodity which the Por^

titgiiefe thought better worth their At-

tention, we loon found our felves in

Poffellion of the Sugar-Trade. The
French^ for fome Time, gave us little

Difturbance ; but of late, they have

extended their Sugar Plantations,

particularly in St> Domingo^ to that

Degree, and have, as I am informed,

had fuch Encouragement from France^

that they have in a Manner, put us

into the fame Condition with the Por^

ttiguefe. But we have no Gold Mines

to refort to. We cannot afford, fupine-

ly, to giv^e up a Trade fo Beneficial.

\Ve ought to look upon the Lofs of a

Branch of Trade, as the Lofs of a

Part of the Dominions of England^ as

the
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the Lofs of a Province, This Matter

has, indeed, been brought under the

Confideration of Parliament ; the Re-

medy propofed was thought improper,

and that whilft it relieved one Part of

His Majeily's Dominions, it might

Dilbefs another Part. However, there

is a Method of giving fome Encou-

ragement to this Trade, which I can-

not but Willi Succefs to, whenever it

fhall be propofed in Parliament ; that

is, the following the Example which

I mentioned jull now, with refpeft to

the Tobacco Trade, of allowing all

the Duty to be drawn back upon Ex-

portation. This may be a Benefit to

the Trade, and will be no Diminution

of the Revenue ; for, as the Sugar-,

Trade, without fome Aid, (I wlfh this

may be Sufficient) will be moft cer-

tainly confined to our HomeConfump-
tion ; when none is exported, no In-

creafe to the Revenue can be made by

the Duty not drawn back upon Ex-

C portation^
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portation. But to return from this

Digreffion, the Alteration in the Man-
ner of CoUefling the Duty on Wines,

will beattended withAdvantages which

one cannot reflefl: on, without the ut-

moft Satisfaflion. At prefenr, there is

a Compofition called Wine, and Sold

to His Majelly's Subjefls as fuch, which

has not in it one Drop of the Juice of

the Grape. 'Tis indeed much eafier to

fay what is not, than what is in it.

The Artifice and Dexterity of the

Perfons concerned, in this Myfterious

Subterraneous Preparation, can never

be fufEciently admired ; With what
Eafe and Certainty do they work it

lip to be Strongs Deep^ Bright, Fre/Jj, and

fit: for Bottling, Their Art puts me in

mind of a PafTage in the French Poet,

upon the Cook of a Feaft, where he

was prefent.

Jamais Empoifonneur na mieux feu

fan Metier, Boileau,

The Duty on Wine being paid at

the Port, upon Importation, this Li-

quid,
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quid, which never was, perhaps, out

of the Cellar where it is Sold, efcapes

Duty-free, As the Law now ftands,

the Venders fave the Duty, as a kind

of Bounty, for difpenling Wine of

their own making. This Obferv^ation

is fo true, that, I have been informed,

when a Vintner fails, his Wine is of-

ten Sold for lefs than the Duty, tha
it is as found and good as ever. I Qiall

rejoice, when this Law takes Place,

to find, that after palling an Evening

agreeably, one may be the better for

it the next Day ; and that the Ho-
neft fair trading Wine Merchant will

be no longer a Sufferer by thefe Prac-

tices, to which he is an utter Stranger.

For, as we may hope, hereafter, no-

thing will be called Wine, and drank

as fuch, but what is Wine, it muft all

pais thro the Merchant's Hands, and
he will, likewife find no inconfi-

dcrable Benefit, by being eafed of

the Payment of the Duties, which

muft now be paid, perhaps a Year or

C 2 two
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two, before bis Wine is fit for Sale. I

forbear infifting on the Increafe of the

Produce ofthe Duties on thefe Commo-
dit)es,by varying the Method of Col-

Icfling them, which is now funk in the

Pocket of the fraudulent Dealer; be-

caufe, I think, this is a Benefit to the

Publick, which Mr. D'Anvers has not

yet thought fit to deny : But if he

has, Experience has fhewn, that an Al-

teration of the Manner of CoUefling

a Duty, may increafe the Duty ; as in

the Cafe of C(?^<?^, Tea, and Chocolate.

This, as I have been informed, has

been attended with a Gain to the Pub-

lick of near iog,cco /. a Year. But

granting, that in one of thefe Arti-

cles, even this Regulation has not fully

anfwered, and that great Qiiantities of

T^^are (lill clandeftinely conveyed to

the Hands of the Confumer ; there

has now been Time to lee the Defefts

in this former Regulation ; and we
have Reafon to hope, that with re-

gard to Wine and Tobacco they may
be
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be avoided, and fuch Improvements

made, as the Nature of the Commo-
dities will admir. The Craftjman is of

Opinion, the Increafe of the Number
of Officers of the Excife, may be of

fatal Confequence, even to Liberty.

Here, upon the Suppofition of a Gt?«^-

ral Kxciie, he raifes his Voice, and

whiUt he pretends to be the Defender

of Liberty, proftitutes Her to the ba-

feft Purpofes. When it fliall appear,

that a General Excife is defigned to be

laid, or any Step taken which has a

Tendency that Way, llhall think, with

Mr. D'AnverSy that we ought to with-

fland fuch an Attempt ; not becaufe

our Liberties will be in Danger from

a Number of Excife Officers, but be-

caufe fuch a Scheme,, as it includes a

General Tax on all Commodities, of

our own Growth, as well as' Foreign,

without any regiird to the Nature of

the Commdity,. would be lo dellruc-

tive to the Trade y.ni Wealth of the

Kingdom, that, like a failing Feililence,

ic
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it would Confume, 'till it had nothing

to prey upon. But this is too great an

Extravagance to mention Serioufly.

Give me leave to make fuch Suppoli-

tions, and I will undertake to prove

any Thing. As to the Increafe of

Officers, in order more Effeflually to

coliefl: the Duties now Payable on
Wine and Tobacco ; we may reafona-

bly Believe, from the great CEcono*

jny and Frugality praftifed in the Ma-
nagement of the Excifes now Paya-

ble, they will be no more than abfo-

lutely Neceffary : An (Economy well

worthy the Imitation of all Perfons

of great Fortunes, but I am afraid,

followed by few ! The greateft Pare

of the Excife Officers, arc Men who
fubfift upon fmall Sallarles, of 30 /. a

Year, or under ; and the Addition

to be made, on the Occafion we are

fpeaking of, muft chiefly be of fuch

Officers, Are the Addition of per-

haps a Hundred of thefe Perfons of

;iny Confequence,when by their Salla-

ries.
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ries, which may not amount to above

2 or 3000/. a Year, the Publlck is

like to be a Gainer half as many hun-

dred Thoufands a Year? Is this an Oc-

cafion to talk of Liberty's being in Dan-

ger ? I would advife Mr. D'Anvers to be

a little more Circumfpeft in the Ufe
of the Word Liberty^ which he pro-

duces upon all Occafions. He may re-

member, the Monofyllable Church was

bandied about, and made ufe of in

much the fame Manner. And I can-

not apprehend, that it will be any
Service to the Caufe of Liberty, to

make the Cry of its being in Danger,

as Ridiculous as was, fome Years ago,

that of the Danger of the Church,

Mr. D'Anvers has tranfcribed fede-

ral Paragraphs out of a Pamphlet,

which he Attributes to Mr. Hampden^

againft Excifes. I have not had the

good Fortune to fee any more of that

Pamphlet than he has thought fit to

Cjuote for his Purpofe ; but I readily

agree with the Author, that Excifes

are
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are very difagreable ; fo are Cuftoms,

and indeed Taxes of every Denomi-

nation. But what Stare can fublift

without them ? They are the Tribute

the Subjefts of every Nation Pay, for

the Proteftion of the Government

under which they live ; and which

no Subjefls ought to pay more chear-

fully than Wee of this Ifland, as no

Subjecls live under lo good a Govern-

ment. All that can be expected is,

that Taxes (call them by what Name
you pleafej fliould be laid with a due

Regard to the Publick ; I mean, the

Eafe of the Poor, the SupprelTion of

Luxury, and the Increafmg our Ex-

ports.

- However, We are not now Argu-

ing about the Expediency, or Neceffi-

ty of laying a Tax ; We are Confi-

dering only the Manner of Collefling

a Tax already laid. Excifes^ it feems,

are Payable in France, and France is an

Arbitrary Government^ rrhich vpe ought

not to imitate. Are not the Duties in

Holland
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Holland chiefly raifed by way of Ex-

cile ? And is not Holland a free Go-

vernment,fubfiliing wholly on -Trade?

1 he real ftate of the Cafe I take to

to be this : If a Government is Free,

and the Laws are fuftered to take

their due Coiirfe, without the Inter-

polition of any Power Superior to

them, the Taxes, laid upon the Sub-

jefts, will be railed according to Law,
and without Oppreflion or Favour.

Favour is Oppreflion to all Traders,

but thofe to whom it is fhevvn. We
lee in Holland Excifes are paid, and
the People are Free. Would France

be Free were there no Excifes .^^ would
the Levying all the Taxes by way of

Cuftoms, or Land Tax, alter their

Conftitution ? Excifes do not make
the Government m France Arbitrary;

but the Governments there make Ex-

cifes, and all Taxes Grievous, by their

being often laid UnneceiTarily, and

always colle61:ed in an arbitrary Man-
ner. Can this be our Cafe ? Let. us

D argue
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argue from Experience : Are we lefs

Free now Excifes are paid, than in

the Reign of Charles I. when there

were no Excifes ? Has Mr. D'Anvers

given one Inftance of Oppreflion in

the CoUeflion of the Excifes now Pay-

able ? Have they prevented the Eila-

blifhment of our Liberties ? Nay
have not our Liberties increafed with

them ? I mention this not to fliew

that Excifes are an Advantage to a

Free People ; but I think it fully

fhews, they are not Inconfiflent with

Freedom.

I never heard, nor has the Craftf'

man produced any one Inftance of In-

juftice, in the Judgments given by the

Commiffioners ofthe Excile. The Laws
of Excife have made fome Provifion

againft any Error of thefe Gentlemen,

by allowing an Appeal to Perfons ap-

pointed for that Purpofe ; but fo little

Reafon has there been to complain,

that, I have been informed, there has

not been three Appeals brought fince

the
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the Appointment of that Commiffion*'

However, as this Objeftion, to the

Method of Trying without Juries, is

the only one yet produced by Mr.

D'JnverSy that feems to deferve a fe-

rious Confideration. I ftial! leave ic to

the Determination of thofe by whom
this Law muft be paffed. The Truth
is, when I confider how little Mr.

D'Anvers has faid to the Purpofe, in

fo many Papers which he has filled

upon this Subjeft, and what a difin-

genuous, peevifh, little, wrangling

Genius he has difcovered in them, he

puts me in mind of a Barrifter, who,

I have been told, conftantly attended

the Court of Chanceryy fome Years ago.

I know not, whether he was of the

fame Society with Mr. D'Anvers. The
Craft of this Perfon was, whatever

Anfwer came under his Confideration,

to take Exceptions to it : His fmall

Talents, by the help of long Praftice,

carried him fo far this Way, that the

moft reafonable and fatisfaflory An-
D 2 fwer^
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fvver, drawn by the mofl: able and ex-

perienced Lawyer^ was not fecure

from his Attack; fome jQighc Omif-

fion, fome plaufible Pretence, he would

always lay hold of, tho' it often ex-

pofed his (.lients to the Payment

of Cofts, and himfelf to the Scorn

and Contempt of the Court. If I

Avere to give my real Opinion, of the

Caufe of Mr. D'Inverses fo early ftand-

inp up to exert a kind of 'Tribunitial

Power, -upon occafion of this Law
which has been talked of; I fnould

be apt to attribute it to Envy, 'Tis

•becaufe he thinks it a Scheme which

-'feews a Knox^ledge and Skill in Af-

fairs , hi is • loath .
to fee fo plainly ma-

nifefted, by Perfons whom" he has'con-

ftantly endeavoured to traduce and

-villify.
'

r :jThe-^onfequence we have fome

-Groui^.d to:hope f()r from the Jncreafe

cof the Riever-ue, by a more ejffeflual

-j>4€Ehod ofColieQing it,, without ai^y

T.ew Taxlj.ls no lefs tlian a total EaCe

from
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from the Land Tax ; a Tax which of

late,, in order to leflen the Merit of

taking it ofF, fome People are grown
extremely fond of. They have been

very loud and publick in their Praif-

es of it, and have alTerted, that all

the Money raijed^ ought to be raifed on

Land. I will be fo fair as to own,
that the Gentleman who faid this, did

at the fame Time, with an i^ir of Re-

colleclion, finding the Senfc of the

Audience fhocked, allow, that dn Ex*
cepiion might he made^ of fome Duties on

Commodities imported meerlyfor Luxury^

Such were, upon Reco!le£lion, I fay,

excepted. All other Taxes ought to be

raifed on Land, tho^ they came to tivehe

SbiUirgs In the Poimd. Now I really take this

to be as Capital an Error, as was ever afferted

by a PeiToa who pretended to have fpent any
lime in Refieding upon the Nature of Taxes.

If it be true, that the Neceflaries of Life are

the lad: Things to be Taxed, or indeed ought,
upon no Emergency, in no Cafe to be taxed at

all ^ then I dare Affirm, tliere ought not to be
any continued Tax laid on Land. Taxing
Land, is Taxing the Produce of Land j for what-
ever may hav^ been the Cafe, when the Tax
was fuppofcd to be laid but for a Year, or fj,

and
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and Landlords had no Opportunity of ralfing

their Rents ^ yet lince it was found to be other-

wife, and the Land Tax came to be regularly

continued, from Year to Year, the Landlords
throughout EyigUnd in general, in order to re *

imburfe themfelves of the Tax, raifed their

Rents, the Tennants raifed the Price of their

Commodities, to enable them to pay the ad-

vanced Rents, and the Confumer of the Com-
modities came at laft to pay the Tax, the

Land Tax. And who are thefe Confumers?
Every Perion in the Kingdom who Eats Bread,

or Beef, or Mutton, or Butter, or Cheefe, or

any thing which is the Produce of Land. So

that the Land Tax, which fome Gentlemen are

fo grieved to fee diminiflied, or taken quite off,

and would gladly fee at twelve Shillings in the

Pound, is equ illy charged on the Poor, as if an
Eicife, a Name they pretend to dread, were laid

on whatever comes to Market for the Suftenance

of the Poor. In Effeft therefore, while they
pretend to exclaim againft Excifes, they are ar-

guing for an Excife on all the Necelfaries of Life,

The Quotations in i]\Q Craftfmct-n, from Mr,
Lock^ are no way Applicable to the Qiieftion

Whether Duties, on certain Foreign Commodi-
ties, may be beft and moft effectually raifed, by
paying them at the Time of Impovtation, or af^

terwards : And this is the only Matter in Dif-

pute. The Point which Mr. La^/i.Confiders is

this, Whether Taxing Commodities, which are

the Produce of the Land of Evglaud^ or the

Land itfelf, be moft Eligible ^ and tliat fuch,

and fuch only, were the Ccmmodities Mr. Loch
means is evident, even from Mr. UAnverss

own
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own Qiiotation, " If the Labourers Jraga he
" raifed, in Proportion to the increajed Rates of
" Things, the Farmer, who pays a Quarter more
" for Images, as well as other Things, whilfi he
" fells his CORN and WOOL, either at the
*' fame Rate, or lower, at the Market {fince the
*' Tax laid upon I T, makes People lefs forward
" to buy) vivjl have his Rent abated, &c." Can
any thing be more Evident than Mr. Loci:^

Meaning, even in this PafTage of the Craftjman^

Adopting. Does he not fuppofe CORN and
"WOOL to be taxed ? In other Parts of this

Difcourfe, Mr. Lock argues for a Tax on Fo-

reign Commodities, without regarding the

Manner of Railing it, whether by way of Cui-

torn, or Excife -, and endeavours to fhew, how
little a Tax diminilhes their Confumption, for

by being Dearer, they often become more Fa-
Ihionable, and more in Requefl. He inftances

in French Wine. But the Commodities he ar-

gues againft Taxing, he calls the Produ^ of the

Farmers Farm, our Native ProduB, Home made
Commodities, Commodities, fuch as the Landhold-
ers Land and Indujlry afford him. How Candid
Mr. D'Anvers has been, in his Reprefentation
of the mod: Candid of all Writers, I fubmit to
the Confideration of his Admirers. Dilingenu-
ity, when a Man is reading Mr. Lock, is like

Robbing in a Church. Mr.Hrmpi^w's Arguments
againft a General ExcifCjmuil: likewile be under-
ftood to be of Eicifes on all our Home Com-
modities. I know no Man that differs from the

Opinion of Mr. Lock^ or Mr. Hampden : Biit I

know no Man, except the Craftfman, who
would have thought of producing their Autho-

rity,



rity, againft Taxing Commodities of our cwn
Growth, in a Qiieftion about the Manner of

Levying a Tax on two Foreign Commodities
^

a Tax which has been laid half a Century.

Mr. D'u47:vers's Qiiotation, relating to the

Condition of the Land-holders in HoUavd^ is as

linle to the Purpofe. Whether they are brought

into it by a direct Tax on Land, or by a Tax
on the Produce of Land, or by what other

Means, he has not Ihewn •, nor is it Material to

inquire. We declare againft both : One of

them We never did bear ^ and the other We
hope to get rid of, notwithftanding Mr. B'An-
vers's Labours to the Contrary. AVill attempt

to prove, that the Diftrelles of the Land-hold-

ers in Hollavd, is owing to their pa3nng the

Duty on Wine and Tobacco, by wa}'" of Excife?

Now if by altering the Method of collecting

the Duties on two foreign Commodities, which
are Superfluous (vh. Wine and Tobacco) there

is a Profpect of eafing the Kingdcm of the Land
Tax, a Tax which, by inhancing the NeceiTa-

ries of Life, falls chiefly on the Poor : I think

the Miniftr}'' who have formed, or even encour

raged fuch a Defign, if the}'' can make it effec-

tual, will do the greateft Service to our Trade,

hy lowering the Price of KeccfTaiies, in Behalf

'of the Poor Manufacturers, and putting them
out of the Danger of being Under-fold in Fo-

'reign Markets, the only eftectual Means to fe-

cure the Trade of Great Britain.

FINIS.
Page 9, line 4, for natural, read naturally. P. 10. 1. 4.

r.^ never entered into. p. 15. 1. 13. r. for Corre-

f^* "dcnce, r. Corrcfpondents.
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