ROMAN HISTORY: FROM REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE

COURSE: CHW3M World History to the End of the Fifteenth Century, Grade 11
SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS: C2. Stability and Expansion: analyse how various factors
contributed to the stability, consolidation, and/or expansion of flourishing societies/civilizations
from different regions and different periods prior to 1500
ABSTRACT: Rome (as an empire and republic0 is a civilization that many students know
of, even in the smallest increments, and this course pack seeks to touch on some of
significant events that occurred during the existence of this civilization. In particular,
these lesson focus of Rome’s trajectory from its small beginnings to a major world power
and, eventually, an empire. Students will investigate, through primary and secondary
sources, how Rome and its people understood its development and the impact it had in the
years to come. Students will be challenged with contrasting points of view about famous
figures, and different accounts of events in order to develop skills to assess and organize
history written by its people. They will use secondary sources and discussions with
classmates and teacher to unpack the primary sources and evaluate how these works
contribute to people’s understanding of these events and where to place them on the world
stage. Topics of study include: the roman mythologies, the Punic wars, Julius Caesar, and
the second triumvirate. Each topic focuses on at least one aspect of historical thinking to
guide student thinking as they delve into these historical topics.
KEYWORDS: Rome; civilization; republic; empire; mythology; origin; Aeneas; Roman;
Troy; Carthage; Punic; war; civil war; Romulus; Remus; Hannibal; Italy; battle;
triumvirate; Julius Caesar; Augustus; Octavian; assassination; Africa; Italy
AUTHOR: Jillian Raymond
COPYRIGHT:

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

COURSE: CHW3M World History to the End of the Fifteenth Century, Grade 11
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION: C2. Stability and Expansion: analyse how various factors
contributed to the stability, consolidation, and/or expansion of flourishing societies/civilizations
from different regions and different periods prior to 1500
PRIMARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT EXPLORED: Historical Significance
SECONDARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS EXPLORED: Historical
Perspectives
LESSON # 1 of 4
TITLE OF STORY: Origin(s) of Rome
OVERVIEW: For every civilization, there is a story (either real or fictional) about how it all
began. Students will be exploring the overlap of two of Rome’s most influential origin stories to
investigate how Rome saw themselves and why they depicted themselves in such a way. The goal
of this lesson is for students to discover the significance of these stories, regardless if they are true,
to the civilizations they are associated with but also what they can tell historians about the
civilization. Rome’s origins stories reveal a need to associate with an ideal but also highlight their
character not merely for themselves but also to send messages to other civilizations. Through the
study of these stories and analysis of primary sources that touch of these stories in different time
periods, students will gain an idea of what being Roman meant to Romans. By the end of the
lesson students will be able to identify main points of two Roman mythological stories and
communicate what significance these stories have on Rome both in their actual time and present
day.
APPENDICES:
1. Primary Sources (PSD 1.1; PSD1.2; PSD1.3)
2. Black Line Masters (BLM 1.1; BLM 1.2; BLM 1.3; BLM1.4)

PLAN OF INSTRUCTION:
Step 1: Warm up (10 minutes)
As a class students will brainstorm what they know about Rome –places, people, events. The class
will then be given a tee-chart for their binders as well as the teacher will create a larger one with
headings of ”Knowledge I know,” Knowledge I learned, “Questions I have”—refer to BLM1.1.
Students will be given five minutes to write down knowledge they know and questions they gave.
For another five minutes the teacher will consolidate knowledge and questions students have with
the goal of students will be adding to these charts every class to mark the progress of the education
and how new information changes these questions and their comprehension of the subject.
Step 3: Modeling (10 minutes)
Students are now aware that the new unit is Ancient Rome. In order to develop an understanding
of the civilization, they will be looking at the origin stories of Rome. The teacher will provide a
hand out that touches on the general points of the stories and the backside of the sheet has key
terms. Students will take the time with the teacher to note these terms and define them as they will
be important for future tests. It is important to note to students the hand out summary is very
general and that they will be adding to the story. Refer to BLM 1.2.
Step 4: Guided Practice (10 minutes)
To provide an example of what students will be doing for their group activity, the teacher will
show students how to unpack a primary source using the mythological story from The Aeneid to
discuss what can be drawn from the source that helps add to the story. The goal is for students to
take the basic outline (a guiding path), their summary sheet, and develop the story and its meaning
fully to create side roads and large streets. The teacher will engage the students in research and
literary study with guided questions:
•
•

•
•

Who wrote this? What is their background?
What is the story generally about? Where does this passage fit into it?
o What are main points about this passage? What is happening?
o Who is Aeneas?
o What is Troy?
What bias is in this source?
What questions are left?
o Ie- why Troy?

The teacher will show how to find these answers- how to Google these topics and search, how the
highlight aspects in text that are important to note.
Step 6: Sharing / Discussing / Teaching (45 minutes)
The students will be divided into two and given a primary source by Livy or Plutarch who each
wrote different accounts of the origins of Rome; in particular their writings are about Romulus and
Remus. Students will be divided into smaller groups (about 4) and, with the guided questions from
the previous session with the Aeneid, unpack the source – see BLM 1.3 They will be consolidating
their information to hang up on chart paper that they will share with the class. They will have
access to tablets and computers to research their source. Students will be asked to provide where
the obtained their information on the backside of the paper. It does not need to be formal citation
but they need to state where they gained their information. (30 minutes)
After each group has presented their findings, the teacher will create a word document with the
class that will combine the information from each group about their sources. The teacher will take
time to fill in blanks and expand on topics during this period. The document will be given to

students the next day to add to their notes. (15 minutes)
Step 5: Independent Activity (15 minutes)
Students will have an exit card where they add a point to their “Knowledge I learned” heading in
the binder but they will also add a point to a wall of knowledge using a sticky note. The sticky note
doesn’t have to be the same point and can also be a question but each lesson the students will add
to this wall.
The second part of this activity is to complete an independent inquiry sheet about the activity
where they will reflect on the experience to draw their own conclusions:
• How did reading these sources add to the story? What was in them that was not in the
previous handout?
• How did the accounts vary between the two authors?
• What conclusions can we make on the Origins of Rome? – refer to BLM 1.4 for the sheet.
ASSESSMENT:
The wall of knowledge acts as an ongoing self assessment students have that allows them to mark
and track the knowledge they gain on the topic as well as critical think about what knowledge they
still want and what knowledge fulfilled them. The teacher will review their knowledge and their
answers to go over in the beginning of the lesson tomorrow and review the answers to the inquiry
sheet a day later.

Appendices 1:
Primary Sources:
PSD1.1 – Virgil. The Aeneid.1
"O King of Gods and Men! whose awful hand
Disperses thunder on the seas and land,
Disposing all with absolute command;
How could my pious son thy pow'r incense?
Or what, alas! is vanish'd Troy's offense?
Our hope of Italy not only lost,
On various seas by various tempests toss'd,
But shut from ev'ry shore, and barr'd from ev'ry coast.
You promis'd once, a progeny divine
Of Romans, rising from the Trojan line,
In after times should hold the world in awe,
And to the land and ocean give the law.
How is your doom revers'd, which eas'd my care
When Troy was ruin'd in that cruel war?
Then fates to fates I could oppose; but now,
When Fortune still pursues her former blow,
What can I hope? What worse can still succeed?
What end of labors has your will decreed?...”
To whom the Father of th' immortal race,
Smiling with that serene indulgent face,
With which he drives the clouds and clears the skies,
First gave a holy kiss; then thus replies:
"Daughter, dismiss thy fears; to thy desire
The fates of thine are fix'd, and stand entire…
And, ripe for heav'n, when fate Aeneas calls,
…
Know, I have search'd the mystic rolls of Fate:
Thy son (nor is th' appointed season far)
In Italy shall wage successful war,
Shall tame fierce nations in the bloody field,
And sov'reign laws impose, and cities build,
Till, after ev'ry foe subdued, the sun
Thrice thro' the signs his annual race shall run:
This is his time prefix'd. Ascanius then,
Now call'd Iulus, shall begin his reign.
He thirty rolling years the crown shall wear,
Then from Lavinium shall the seat transfer,
And, with hard labor, Alba Longa build.
The throne with his succession shall be fill'd
1
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Three hundred circuits more: then shall be seen
Ilia the fair, a priestess and a queen,
Who, full of Mars, in time, with kindly throes,
Shall at a birth two goodly boys disclose.
The royal babes a tawny wolf shall drain:
Then Romulus his grandsire's throne shall gain,
Of martial tow'rs the founder shall become,
The people Romans call, the city Rome.
To them no bounds of empire I assign,
Nor term of years to their immortal line.
Ev'n haughty Juno, who, with endless broils,
Earth, seas, and heav'n, and Jove himself turmoils;
At length aton'd, her friendly pow'r shall join,
To cherish and advance the Trojan line.
The subject world shall Rome's dominion own,
And, prostrate, shall adore the nation of the gown.
An age is ripening in revolving fate
When Troy shall overturn the Grecian state,
And sweet revenge her conqu'ring sons shall call,
To crush the people that conspir'd her fall.
Then Caesar from the Julian stock shall rise,
Whose empire ocean, and whose fame the skies
Alone shall bound; whom, fraught with eastern spoils,
Our heav'n, the just reward of human toils,
Securely shall repay with rites divine;
And incense shall ascend before his sacred shrine.
Then dire debate and impious war shall cease,
And the stern age be soften'd into peace:
Then banish'd Faith shall once again return,
And Vestal fires in hallow'd temples burn;"\
PSD1.2 – Livy’s The History of Rome2
Yet violence proved more potent than a father's wishes or respect for seniority. Amulius
drove out his brother and ruled in his stead. Adding crime to crime, he destroyed Numitor's male
issue; and Rhea Silvia, his brother's daughter, he appointed a Vestal under pretence of honouring,
her, and by consigning her to perpetual virginity, deprived her of the hope of children.
But the Fates were resolved, as I suppose, upon the founding of this great City, and the
beginning of the mightiest of empires, next after that of Heaven. The Vestal was ravished, and
having given birth to twin sons, named Mars as the father of her doubtful offspring, whether
actually so believing, or because it seemed less wrong if a god were the author of her fault. But
neither gods nor men protected the mother herself or her babes from the king's cruelty; the
priestess he ordered to be manacled and cast into prison, the children to be committed to the river.
It happened by singular good fortune that the Tiber having spread beyond its banks into stagnant
pools afforded nowhere any access to the regular channel of the river, and the men who brought
the twins were led to hope that being infants they might be drowned, no matter how sluggish the
2
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stream. So they made shift to discharge the king's command, by exposing the babes at the nearest
point of the overflow, where the fig-tree Ruminalis —formerly, they say, called Romularis —now
stands. In those days this was a wild and uninhabited region. The story persists that when the
floating basket in which the children had been exposed was left high and dry by the receding
water, a she-wolf, coming down out of the surrounding hills to slake her thirst, turned her steps
towards the cry of the infants, and with her teats gave them suck so gently, that the keeper of the
royal flock found her licking them with her tongue. Tradition assigns to this man the name of
Faustulus, and adds that he carried the twins to his hut and gave them to his wife Larentia to rear.
Some think that Larentia, having been free with her favours, had got the name of “she-wolf”
among the shepherds, and that this gave rise to this marvellous story. The boys, thus born and
reared, had no sooner attained to youth than they began —yet without neglecting the farmstead or
the flocks —to range the glades of the mountains for game. Having in this way gained both
strength and resolution, they would now not only face wild beasts, but would attack robbers laden
with their spoils, and divide up what they took from them among the shepherds, with whom they
shared their toils and pranks, while their band of young men grew larger every day.
They say that the Palatine was even then the scene of the merry festival of the Lupercalia
which we have to-day…When the young men were occupied in this celebration, the rite being
generally known, some robbers who had been angered by the loss of their plunder laid an ambush
for them, and although Romulus successfully defended himself, captured Remus and delivered up
their prisoner to King Amulius, even lodging a complaint against him. The main charge was that
the brothers made raids on the lands of Numitor, and pillaged them, with a band of young fellows
which they had got together, like an invading enemy. So Remus was given up to Numitor to be
punished. From the very beginning Faustulus had entertained the suspicion that they were children
of the royal blood that he was bringing up in his house; for he was aware both that infants had been
exposed by order of the king, and that the time when he had himself taken up the children exactly
coincided with that event. But he had been unwilling that the matter should be disclosed
prematurely, until opportunity offered or necessity compelled. Necessity came first; accordingly,
driven by fear, he revealed the facts to Romulus. It chanced that Numitor too, having Remus in
custody, and hearing that the brothers were twins, had been reminded, upon considering their age
and their far from servile nature, of his grandsons. The inquiries he made led him to the same
conclusion, so that he was almost ready to acknowledge Remus. Thus on every hand the toils were
woven about the king. Romulus did not assemble his company of youths —for he was not equal to
open violence —but commanded his shepherds to come to the palace at an appointed time, some
by one way, some by another, and so made his attack upon the king; while from the house of
Numitor came Remus, with another party which he had got together, to help his brother. So
Romulus slew the king.
At the beginning of the fray Numitor exclaimed that an enemy had invaded the city and
attacked the palace, and drew off the active men of the place to serve as an armed garrison for the
defence of the citadel; and when he saw the young men approaching, after they had dispatched the
king, to congratulate him, he at once summoned a council, and laid before it his brother's crimes
against himself, the parentage of his grandsons, and how they had been born, reared, and
recognised. He then announced the tyrant's death, and declared himself to be responsible for it. The
brothers advanced with their band through the midst of the crowd, and hailed their grandfather
king, whereupon such a shout of assent arose from the entire throng as confirmed the new
monarch's title and authority.
The Alban state being thus made over to Numitor, Romulus and Remus were seized with
the desire to found a city in the region where they had been exposed and brought up. And in fact

the population of Albans and Latins was too large; besides, there were the shepherds. All together,
their numbers might easily lead men to hope that Alba would be small, and Lavinium small,
compared with the city which they should build. These considerations were interrupted by the
curse of their grandsires, the greed of kingly power, and by a shameful quarrel which grew out of
it, upon an occasion innocent enough. Since the brothers were twins, and respect for their age
could not determine between them, it was agreed that the gods who had those places in their
protection should choose by augury who should give the new city its name, who should govern it
when built. Romulus took the Palatine for his augural quarter, Remus the Aventine.
Remus is said to have been the first to receive an augury, from the flight of six vultures. The
omen had been already reported when twice that number appeared to Romulus. Thereupon each
was saluted king by his own followers, the one party laying claim to the honour from priority, the
other from the number of the birds. They then engaged in a battle of words and, angry taunts
leading to bloodshed, Remus was struck down in the affray. The commoner story is that Remus
leaped over the new walls in mockery of his brother, whereupon Romulus in great anger slew him,
and in menacing wise added these words withal, “So perish whoever else shall leap over my walls!
Thus Romulus acquired sole power, and the city, thus founded, was called by its founder's name.
PSD1.3 – Plutarch, The Parallel Lives Vol. I3
The Life of Romulus
But the story which has the widest credence and the greatest number of vouchers was first
published among the Greeks, in its principal details, by Diocles of Peparethus, and Fabius Pictor
follows him in most points. Here again there are variations in the story, but its general outline is as
follows. The descendants of Aeneas reigned as kings in Alba, and the succession devolved at
length upon two brothers, Numitor and Amulius. Amulius divided the whole inheritance into two
parts, setting the treasures and gold which had been brought from Troy over against the kingdom,
and Numitor chose the kingdom. Amulius, then, in possession of the treasure, and made more
powerful by it than Numitor, easily took the kingdom away from his brother, and fearing lest that
brother's daughter should have children, made her a priestess of Vesta, bound to live unwedded
and a virgin all her days. Her name is variously given as Ilia, or Rhea, or Silvia. Not long after this,
she was discovered to be with child, contrary to the established law for the Vestals. She did not,
however, suffer the capital punishment, which was her due, because the king's daughter, Antho,
interceded successfully in her behalf, but she was kept in solitary confinement, that she might not
be delivered without the knowledge of Amulius. Delivered she was of two boys, and their size and
beauty were more than human. Wherefore Amulius was all the more afraid, and ordered a servant
to take the boys and cast them away. This servant's name was Faustulus, according to some, but
others give this name to the man who took the boys up. Obeying the king's orders, the servant put
the babes into a trough and went down towards the river, purposing to cast them in; but when he
saw that the stream was much swollen and violent, he was afraid to go close up to it, and setting
his burden now near the bank, went his way. Then the overflow of the swollen river took and bore
up the trough, floating it gently along, and carried it down to a fairly smooth spot.
… Here, then, the babes lay, and the she-wolf of story here gave them suck, and a woodpecker
came to help in feeding them and to watch over them. Now these creatures are considered sacred
to Mars, and the woodpecker is held in especial veneration and honour by the Latins, and this was
3
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the chief reason why the mother was believed when she declared that Mars was the father of her
babes. And yet it is said that she was deceived into doing this, and was really deflowered by
Amulius himself, who came to her in armour and ravished her.
But some say that the name of the children's nurse, by its ambiguity, deflected the story into the
fabulous. For the Latins not only called she-wolves "lupae," but also women of loose character,
and such a woman was the wife of Faustulus, the foster-father of the infants, Acca Larentia by
name. Yet the Romans sacrifice also to her, and in the month of April the priest of Mars pours
libations in her honour, and the festival is called Larentalia.
…
As for the babes, they were taken up and reared by Faustulus, a swineherd of Amulius, and no man
knew of it; or, as some say with a closer approach to probability, Numitor did know of it, and
secretly aided the foster-parents in their task. …Well, the noble size and beauty of their bodies,
even when they were infants, betokened their natural disposition; and when they grew up, they
were both of them courageous and manly, with spirits which courted apparent danger, and a daring
which nothing could terrify. But Romulus seemed to exercise his judgement more, and to have
political sagacity, while in his intercourse with their neighbours in matters pertaining to herding
and hunting, he gave them the impression that he was born to command rather than to obey. With
their equals or inferiors they were therefore on friendly terms, but they looked down upon the
overseers, bailiffs, and chief herdsmen of the king, and disregarded both their threats and their
anger. They also applied themselves to generous occasions and pursuits, not esteeming sloth and
idleness generous, but rather bodily exercise, hunting, running, driving off robbers, capturing
thieves, and rescuing the oppressed from violence. For these things, indeed, they were famous far
and near.
When a quarrel arose between the herdsmen of Numitor and Amulius, and some of the latter's
cattle were driven off, the brothers would not suffer it, but fell upon the robbers, put them to flight,
and intercepted most of the booty. To the displeasure of Numitor they gave little heed, but
collected and took into their company many needy men and many slaves, exhibiting thus the
beginnings of seditious boldness and temper. But once when Romulus was busily engaged in
some sacrifice, being fond of sacrifices and of divination, the herdsmen of Numitor fell in with
Remus as he was walking with a few companions, and a battle ensued. After blows and wounds
given and received on both sides, the herdsmen of Numitor prevailed and took Remus prisoner,
who was then carried before Numitor and denounced. Numitor himself did not punish his prisoner,
because he was in fear of his brother Amulius, who was severe, but went to Amulius and asked for
justice, since he was his brother, and had been insulted by the royal servants. The people of Alba,
too, were incensed, and thought that Numitor had been undeservedly outraged. Amulius was
therefore induced to hand Remus over to Numitor himself, to treat him as he saw fit.
When Numitor came home, after getting Remus into his hands, he was amazed at the young man's
complete superiority in stature and strength of body, and perceiving by his countenance that the
boldness and vigour of his soul were unsubdued and unharmed by his present circumstances, and
hearing that his acts and deeds corresponded with his looks, but chiefly, as it would seem, because
a divinity was aiding and assisting in the inauguration of great events, he grasped the truth by a
happy conjecture, and asked him who he was and what were the circumstances of his birth, while
his gentle voice and kindly look inspired the youth with confidence and hope. Then Remus boldly
said: "Indeed, I will hide nothing from thee; for thou seemest to be more like a king than Amulius;
thou hearest and weighest before punishing, but he surrenders men without a trial. Formerly we

believed ourselves (my twin brother and I) children of Faustulus and Larentia, servants of the king;
but since being accused and slandered before thee and brought in peril of our lives, we hear great
things concerning ourselves; whether they are true or not, our present danger is likely to
decide. Our birth is said to have been secret, and our nursing and nurture as infants stranger still.
We were cast out to birds of prey and wild beasts, only to be nourished by them, — by the dugs of
a she-wolf and the morsels of a woodpecker, as we lay in a little trough by the side of the great
river. The trough still exists and is kept safe, and its bronze girdles are engraved with letters now
almost effaced, which may perhaps hereafter prove unavailing tokens of recognition for our
parents, when we are dead and gone."
…
Faustulus, on hearing that Remus had been seized and delivered up to Numitor, called upon
Romulus to go to his aid, and then told him clearly the particulars of their birth; before this also he
had hinted at the matter darkly, and revealed enough to give them ambitious thoughts when they
dwelt upon it. He himself took the trough and went to see Numitor, full of anxious fear lest he
might not be in season. Naturally enough, the guards at the king's gate were suspicious of him, and
when he was scrutinized by them and made confused replies to their questions, he was found to be
concealing the trough in his cloak. Now by chance there was among the guards one of those who
had taken the boys to cast them into the river, and were concerned in their exposure. This man,
now seeing the trough, and recognizing it by its make and inscription, conceived a suspicion of the
truth, and without any delay told the matter to the king, and brought the man before him to be
examined. In these dire and pressing straits, Faustulus did not entirely hold his own, nor yet was
his secret wholly forced from him. He admitted that the boys were alive and well, but said they
lived at a distance from Alba as herdsmen; he himself was carrying the trough to Ilia, who had
often yearned to see and handle it, in confirmation of her hope for the children.
As, then, men naturally fare who are confounded, and act with fear or in a passion, so it fell out
that Amulius fared. For he sent in all haste an excellent man and a friend of Numitor's, with orders
to learn from Numitor whether any report had come to him of the children's being alive. When,
accordingly, the man was come, and beheld Remus almost in the affectionate embraces of
Numitor, he confirmed them in their confident hope, and entreated them to proceed at once to
action, promptly joining their party himself and furthering their cause. And the opportunity
admitted of no delay, even had they wished it; for Romulus was now close at hand, and many of
the citizens who hated and feared Amulius were running forth to join him. He was also leading a
large force with him, divided into companies of a hundred men, each company headed by a man
who bore aloft a handful of hay and shrubs tied round a pole. And when Remus incited the citizens
within the city to revolt, and at the same time Romulus attacked from without, the tyrant, without
taking a single step or making any plan for his own safety, from sheer perplexity and confusion,
was seized and put to death.
Amulius being now dead, and matters settled in the city, the brothers were neither willing to live in
Alba, unless as its rulers, nor to be its rulers while their grandfather was still alive. Having
therefore restored the government to him and paid fitting honours to their mother, they resolved to
dwell by themselves, and to found a city in the region where, at the first, they were nourished and
sustained; this surely seems a most fitting reason for their course. But perhaps it was necessary,
now that many slaves and fugitives were gathered about them, either to disperse these and have no
following at all, or else to dwell apart with them. For that the residents of Alba would not consent
to give the fugitives the privilege of intermarriage with them, nor even receive them as fellowcitizens, is clear, in the first place, from the rape of the Sabine women, which was not a deed of

wanton daring, but one of necessity, owing to the lack of marriages by consent; for they certainly
honoured the women, when they had carried them off, beyond measure. And in the second place,
when their city was first founded, they made a sanctuary of refuge for all fugitives, which they
called the sanctuary of the God of Asylum. There they received all who came, delivering none up,
neither slave to masters, nor debtor to creditors, nor murderer to magistrates, but declaring it to be
in obedience to an oracle from Delphi that they made the asylum secure for all men. Therefore the
city was soon full of people, for they say that the first houses numbered no more than a thousand.
This, however, was later.
But when they set out to establish their city, a dispute at once arose concerning the site. Agreeing
to settle their quarrel by the flight of birds of omen, and taking their seats on the ground apart from
one another, six vultures, they say, were seen by Remus, and twice that number by Romulus.
Some, however, say that whereas Remus truly saw his six, Romulus lied about his twelve, but that
when Remus came to him, then he did see the twelve. Hence it is that at the present time also the
Romans chiefly regard vultures when they take auguries from the flight of birds.
…
When Remus knew of the deceit, he was enraged, and as Romulus was digging a trench where his
city's wall was to run, he ridiculed some parts of the work, and obstructed others. At last, when he
leaped across it, he was smitten (by Romulus himself, as some say; according to others, by Celer,
one of his companions), and fell dead there. Faustulus also fell in the battle, as well as Pleistinus,
who was a brother of Faustulus, and assisted him in rearing Romulus and Remus. Celer, at any
rate, betook himself to Tuscany, and from him the Romans call such as are swift and speedy,
"celeres."
Romulus buried Remus, together with his foster-fathers, in the Remonia, and then set himself to
building his city, after summoning from Tuscany men who prescribed all the details in accordance
with certain sacred ordinances and writings, and taught them to him as in religious rite.
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Origins of Rome

There are two major stories that are associated with the founding of
Rome. The first is the story of Aeneas and the second is the story of
Romulus and Remus.

Aeneas
A Trojan Prince, Aeneas was the sole survivor of the Troy during the
Trojan War.
• In the epic poem by Homer, The Iliad, Aeneas is meant to continue the
Trojan dynasty and rebuild it.
Since there is no evidence of a resettlement of another Troy, in 5th century BCE, some Greek
historians suggested Rome was this new settlement and as Rome grew from a small city-state to a
large one they embraced this idea the Greeks were spreading.
It is in the first century that Romans create their own version of this story in the Aeneid by Vergil,
which chronicles Aeneas’ journey from Troy to Rome.
§ Augustus, the first Roman emperor and emperor during Virgil’s time, and Julius
Caesar, his great-uncle and predecessor as Roman ruler, were said to be descended
from Aeneas.

Federico Barocci, Aneaus Flees Burning
Troy, 1598

•

•

•

Romulus and Remus
•
•

•

•

Said to be the descendants of Aeneas, Romulus and Remus were sons of the Vestal Virgin, Rhea
Silvia, and the war god Mars.
Rhea’s father, Numitor, was deposed by his younger brother, Amulius. When her uncle found that
Rhea was pregnant, he ordered the death of the children. They were thrown into the Tiber but
saved by a she-wolf who suckled them until Faustulus, a shepherd, found them.
Years later, when the twins discovered their identities, they slew their uncle. They decided to
create their own settlement but a fight between them resulted in Romulus killing Remus and
became the ruler. He named the settlement, Rome, and populated the city with fugitive and exiles
but they lacked woman.
The men and Romulus organized a trap to kidnap the women of the neighbouring Sabine men. A
war broke out between the two nations, but the Sabine
women intervened. A peace treaty was signed that
would unify the nations under Rome.
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La Lupa Capitolina, Museo Nuovo, 5th century
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BLM1. 3 – Source Activity

Primary Source Analysis Activity
One important aspect in the study of history is to use the
primary sources to fill in blanks and flesh out summaries,
like the one the teacher provided. Using websites like the
ones offered on the board and others of your choice, and
textbooks available in class look into the background
behind the source given to you and unpack it. Read
through the source and find how it adds to the story of
Rome. Use the following headings to guide your group

work. You may write on the back of this sheet or on your own paper.
Author: Who wrote this text? When did they write it? Where did they write it?

Passage Analysis: What does the text say? How is it different from the general summary?

Purpose of Text: How does this text play into the book’s greater story and the Roman story?
Why do you think it was written? Is the text bias?

BLM 1.4 – Links for lesson

Websites to be put on Board for Source
Analysis
NOTE: Wikipedia can be a useful starting source but should be backed by additional
sources.
Livy’s Histories
https://www.ancient.eu/livy/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livy
http://www.livius.org/articles/person/livy/?
Plutarch’s Lives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plutarch
http://www.livius.org/articles/person/plutarch/
https://www.ancient.eu/plutarch/
Sources the Teacher will show for Vergil’s Aeneid:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgil
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Virgil
https://www.ancient.eu/virgil/
http://www.ancient-literature.com/rome_vergil.html
NOTE: The teacher will pull up these sites to show how to develop answers to the
question and how the teacher drew from the text. For dense texts that are hard to read,
secondary sources are great to help unpack, which is the goal.
Show students where you developed your answers and major points of the texts as
students will be expected to show where they got their information. They do not need to
do official citations but they need to say where they got their answers.

COURSE: CHW3M World History to the End of the Fifteenth Century, Grade 11
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION: C2. Stability and Expansion: analyse how various
factors contributed to the stability, consolidation, and/or expansion of flourishing
societies/civilizations from different regions and different periods prior to 1500
PRIMARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT EXPLORED: Continuity and
Change
SECONDARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS EXPLORED: Historical
Significance
LESSON # 2 of 4
TITLE OF STORY: Roman Expansion: The Punic Wars
OVERVIEW: Rome grew from the small city-state to a large expansive republic (later
empire) through war and expansion. An example of the development Rome gained
through expansion can be found in the Punic wars. Much like Rome, the Carthaginians
had gained notable standing in the world stage through their military might and these two
nations fought for power to prove dominance. The Punic Wars are story of continuity and
change for Rome as the impact of these conflicts changed this civilization. It is one of
the events that led to Rome becoming the dominant power in the known world. Students
will engage with primary sources and discuss these wars to understand how Romans
interpreted the effect and impact the wars had on their civilization. By the end of this
lesson students will be able to draw out significant points in the Punic wars and evaluate
their impact on Rome. They will also communicate how Rome changed, and remained
the same, during and after the wars.
APPENDICES:
1. Primary Sources (PSD2.1; PSD2.2; PSD2.3)
2. Black Line Masters (BLM2.1; BLM2.2; BLM2.3)

PLAN OF INSTRUCTION:
Step 1: Warm up (10 minutes)
Begin the class with the story of Dido and Aeneas from the epic Aeneid –attached
BLM2.1. Ask students questions about the story such as:
o What played a role in Aeneas’ decision to leave Dido?
o What are your thoughts about Dido’s response to Aeneas leaving?
o Why do you think the Aeneid tells this story?
Step 2: Discussion (5 minutes)
Tie in this story as the myth behind the hatred between Carthage and Rome. Introduce the
lesson to be about the topic of Roman expansion but it will be through the Punic warswhich were fought predominantly between Rome and Carthage
Introduce Carthage to the class- where they are from, what this empire was at the time,
it’s power – refer to BLM2.3 for the hand out students will receive about the Punic wars.
Step 3: Modeling (10 minutes)
Explore the 1st Punic war with students- there will be a fill in the blank for students to
engage in discussion about its significance. Refer to BLM2.3 for notes on all of the Punic
wars broken down. Refer back to BLM2.2 for what students will be filling out in the
lesson that will highlight important concept and significances.
Step 4: Guided Practice (35 minutes)
For the Second Punic wars the students will be investigating battles during this war. The
teacher will introduce the origins of the war and how it happened (summary sheet in
BLM2.2). Teacher notes are in BLM2.3.
Students will then be broken into groups and given tablets/computers and the name of a
battle that took place during this period. They will be expected to give location, when in
the war it took place, what happened, and what was learned for it- or how did the victor
win- BLM2.4.
Students will also be handed two primary sources on their battle that they should use to
answer their questions in addition to secondary sources. The teacher will walk around the
class to provide assistance and support.
Step 5: Sharing / Discussing / Teaching (20 minutes)
Students will present their knowledge to the class on chart paper and they will be hung up
on the board. The teacher will add additional information if it feels pertinent and then
draw students to fill out the significance to the battle on the summary sheet as found in
BLM2. 2.
The teacher will conclude the war and how it ended and how it affected Rome. The
teacher will then explain the final Punic war as the moment of Roman triumph- notes in
BLM2.3.
Step 6: Independent Activity (10 minutes)
Students will add another interesting fact they learned onto the knowledge wall and into
their unit title page. Students will also be given time to compile notes from the
presentations to type or note down. Students will also write down one question they still
have to hand in at end that they teacher can go over the next day.
ASSESSMENT:
Students will provide self-assessment with the knowledge they gained on the knowledge
wall. Teacher will also assess for learning in the investigation of the battle, as students
will be handing in their worksheet. It is not marked but the teacher will gage how
students found using primary sources and decide if anything needs to be reinforced.

Appendices 2:
Primary Sources:
PSD2.1- Polybius’ Histories:5
Battle of Ticiunus:
Polybuis’ Histories, Book 3, chapters 64- 66
Scipio Crosses the Ticinus
About the same day Publius Scipio, having now crossed the Padus, and being resolved to
make a farther advance across the Ticinus, ordered those who were skilled in such works
to construct a bridge across this latter river; and then summoned a meeting of the
remainder of his army and addressed them: dwelling principally on the reputation of their
country and of the ancestors' achievements. But he referred particularly to their present
position, saying, "that they ought to entertain no doubt of victory, though they had never
as yet had any experience of the enemy; and should regard it as a piece of extravagant
presumption of the Carthaginians to venture to face Romans, by whom they had been so
often beaten, and to whom they had for so many years paid tribute and been all but
slaves. And when in addition to this they at present knew thus much of their mettle,—that
they dared not face them, what was the fair inference to be drawn for the future? Their
cavalry, in a chance encounter on the Rhone with those of Rome, had, so far from coming
off well, lost a large number of men, and had fled with disgrace to their own camp; and
the general and his army, as soon as they knew of the approach of his legions, had beat a
retreat, which was exceedingly like a flight, and, contrary to their original purpose, had in
their terror taken the road over the Alps. And it was evident that Hannibal had destroyed
the greater part of his army; and that what he had left was feeble and unfit for service,
from the hardships they had undergone: in the same way he had lost the majority of his
horses, and made the rest useless from the length and difficult nature of the journey. They
had, therefore, only to show themselves to the enemy." But, above all, he pointed out that
"his own presence at their head ought to be special encouragement to them: for that he
would not have left his fleet and Spanish campaign, on which he had been sent, and have
come to them in such haste, if he had not seen on consideration that his doing so was
necessary for his country's safety, and that a certain victory was secured to him by it."
The weight and influence of the speaker, as well as their belief in his words, roused great
enthusiasm among the men; which Scipio acknowledged, and then dismissed them with
the additional injunction that they should hold themselves in readiness to obey any order
sent round to them.
Cavalry Engagement on the Ticinus
Next day both generals led their troops along the river
Padus, on the bank nearest the Alps, the Romans having the stream on their left, the
Carthaginians on their right; and having ascertained on the second day, by means of
scouts, that they were near each other, they both halted and remained encamped for that
day: but on the next, both taking their cavalry, and Publius his sharp-shooters also, they
hurried across the plain to reconnoitre each other's forces. As soon as they came within
distance, and saw the dust rising from the side of their opponents, they drew up their lines
for battle at once. Publius put his sharp-shooters and Gallic horsemen in front, and
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bringing the others into line, advanced at a slow pace. Hannibal placed his cavalry that
rode with bridles, and was most to be depended on, in his front, and led them straight
against the enemy; having put the Numidian cavalry on either wing to take the enemy on
the flanks. The two generals and the cavalry were in such hot haste to engage, that they
closed with each other before the sharp-shooters had an opportunity of discharging their
javelins at all. Before they could do so, they left their ground, and retreated to the rear of
their own cavalry, making their way between the squadrons, terrified at the approaching
charge, and afraid of being trampled to death by the horses which were galloping down
upon them. The cavalry charged each other front to front, and for a long time maintained
an equal contest; and a great many men dismounting on the actual field, there was a
mixed fight of horse and foot. The Numidian horse, however, having outflanked the
Romans, charged them on the rear: and so the sharp-shooters, who had fled from the
cavalry charge at the beginning, were now trampled to death by the numbers and furious
onslaught of the Numidians; while the front ranks originally engaged with the
Carthaginians, after losing many of their men and inflicting a still greater loss on the
enemy, finding themselves charged on the rear by the Numidians, broke into flight: most
of them scattering in every direction, while some of them kept closely massed round the
Consul.
Scipio Crosses the Po
Publius then broke up his camp, and marched through the plains to the bridge over
the Padus, in haste to get his legions across before the enemy came up. He saw that the
level country where he was then was favourable to the enemy with his superiority in
cavalry. He was himself disabled by a wound;1 and he decided that it was necessary to
shift his quarters to a place of safety.
For a time Hannibal imagined that Scipio would give him battle with his infantry also:
but when he saw that he had abandoned his camp, he went in pursuit of him as far as the
bridge over the Ticinus; but finding that the greater part of the timbers of this bridge had
been torn away, while the men who guarded the bridge were left still on his side of the
river, he took them prisoners to the number of about six hundred; and being informed that
the main army was far on its way, he wheeled round and again ascended the Padus in
search of a spot in it which admitted of being easily bridged. After two days' march he
halted and constructed a bridge over the river by means of boats. He committed the task
of bringing over the army to Hasdrubal; while he himself crossed at once, and busied
himself in receiving the ambassadors who arrived from the neighbouring districts. For no
sooner had he gained the advantage in the cavalry engagement, than all the Celts in the
vicinity hastened to fulfil their original engagement by avowing themselves his friends,
supplying him with provisions, and joining the Carthaginian forces. After giving these
men a cordial reception, and getting his own army across the Padus, he began to march
back again down stream, with an earnest desire of giving the enemy battle. Publius, too,
had crossed the river and was now encamped under the walls of the Roman
colony Placentia. There he made no sign of any intention to move; for he was engaged in
trying to heal his own wound and those of his men, and considered that he had a secure
base of operations where he was. A two days' march from the place where he had crossed
the Padus brought Hannibal to the neighbourhood of the enemy; and on the third day he
drew out his army for battle in full view of his opponents: but as no one came out to
attack. he pitched his camp about fifty stades from them.
Battle of Trebia:
Polybuis’ Histories, Book 3, Chapter 71-74

Hannibal Prepares An Ambush
Now he had some time before remarked a certain piece of ground which was flat and
treeless, and yet well suited for an ambush, because there was a stream in it with a high
overhanging bank thickly covered with thorns and brambles. Here he determined to
entrap the enemy. The place was admirably adapted for putting them off their guard;
because the Romans were always suspicious of woods, from the fact of the Celts
invariably choosing such places for their ambuscades, but felt no fear at all of places that
were level and without trees: not knowing that for the concealment and safety of an
ambush such places are much better than woods; because the men can command from
them a distant view of all that is going on: while nearly all places have sufficient cover to
make concealment possible,—a stream with an overhanging bank, reeds, or ferns, or
some sort of bramble-bushes,—which are good enough to hide not infantry only, but
sometimes even cavalry, if the simple precaution is taken of laying conspicuous arms flat
upon the ground and hiding helmets under shields. Hannibal had confided his idea to his
brother Mago and to his council, who had all approved of the plan. Accordingly, when
the army had supped, he summoned this young man to his tent, who was full of youthful
enthusiasm, and had been trained from boyhood in the art of war, and put under his
command a hundred cavalry and the same number of infantry. These men he had himself
earlier in the day selected as the most powerful of the whole army, and had ordered to
come to his tent after supper. Having addressed and inspired them with the spirit suitable
to the occasion, he bade each of them select ten of the bravest men of their own company,
and to come with them to a particular spot in the camp. The order having been obeyed, he
despatched the whole party, numbering a thousand cavalry and as many infantry, with
guides, to the place selected for the ambuscade; and gave his brother directions as to the
time at which he was to make the attempt. At daybreak he himself mustered the
Numidian cavalry, who were conspicuous for their powers of endurance; and after
addressing them, and promising them rewards if they behaved with gallantry, he ordered
them to ride up to the enemy's lines, and then quickly cross the river, and by throwing
showers of darts at them tempt them to come out: his object being to get at the enemy
before they had had their breakfast, or made any preparations for the day. The other
officers of the army also he summoned, and gave them similar instructions for the battle,
ordering all their men to get breakfast and to see to their arms and horses.
Preparations for Battle
As soon as Tiberius saw the Numidian horse approaching, he immediately sent out his
cavalry by itself with orders to engage the enemy, and keep them in play, while he
despatched after them six thousand foot armed with javelins, and got the rest of the army
in motion, with the idea that their appearance would decide the affair: for his superiority
in numbers, and his success in the cavalry skirmish of the day before, had filled him with
confidence. But it was now mid-winter and the day was snowy and excessively cold, and
men and horses were marching out almost entirely without having tasted food; and
accordingly, though the troops were at first in high spirits, yet when they had crossed the
Trebia, swollen by the floods which the rain of the previous night had brought down from
the high ground above the camp, wading breast deep through the stream, they were in a
wretched state from the cold and want of food as the day wore on.
While the Carthaginians on the contrary had eaten and drunk in their tents, and got their
horses ready, and were all anointing and arming themselves round the fires. Hannibal
waited for the right moment to strike, and as soon as he saw that the Romans had crossed
the Trebia, throwing out eight thousand spearmen and slingers to cover his advance, he
led out his whole army. When he had advanced about eight stades from the camp, he
drew up his infantry, consisting of about twenty thousand Iberians, Celts, and Libyans, in
one long line, while he divided his cavalry and placed half on each wing, amounting in all

to more than ten thousand, counting the Celtic allies; his elephants also he divided
between the two wings, where they occupied the front rank.
Meanwhile Tiberius had recalled his cavalry because he saw that they could do nothing
with the enemy. For the Numidians when attacked retreated without difficulty, scattering
in every direction, and then faced about again and charged, which is the peculiar feature
of their mode of warfare. But he drew up his infantry in the regular Roman order,
consisting of sixteen thousand citizens and twenty thousand allies; for that is the
complete number of a Roman army in an important campaign, when the two Consuls are
compelled by circumstances to combine forces.1 He then placed the cavalry on either
wing, numbering four thousand, and advanced against the enemy in gallant style, in
regular order, and at a deliberate pace.
The Battle of the Trebia
When the two forces came within distance, the light armed troops in front of the two
armies closed with each other. In this part of the battle the Romans were in many respects
at a disadvantage, while the Carthaginians had everything in their favour. For the Roman
spearmen had been on hard service ever since daybreak, and had expended most of their
weapons in the engagement with the Numidians, while those weapons which were left
had become useless from being long wet. Nor were the cavalry, or indeed the whole
army, any better off in these respects. The case of the Carthaginians was exactly the
reverse: they had come on the field perfectly sound and fresh, and were ready and eager
for every service required of them. As soon, therefore, as their advanced guard had
retired again within their lines, and the heavy-armed soldiers were engaged, the cavalry
on the two wings of the Carthaginian army at once charged the enemy with all the effect
of superiority in numbers, and in the condition both of men and horses secured by their
freshness when they started. The Roman cavalry on the contrary retreated: and the flanks
of the line being thus left unprotected, the Carthaginian spearmen and the main body of
the Numidians, passing their own advanced guard, charged the Roman flanks: and, by the
damage which they did them, prevented them from keeping up the fight with the troops
on their front. The heavy-armed soldiers, however, who were in the front rank of both
armies, and in the centre of that, maintained an obstinate and equal fight for a
considerable time.
Battle of Lake Trasimene:
Polybuis, Histories, Chapter 83- 85
Hannibal Takes a Position in the Valley
The route which he was following led through a low
valley enclosed on both sides by long lines of lofty hills. Of its two ends, that in front was
blocked by an abrupt and inaccessible hill, and that on the rear by the lake, between
which and the foot of the cliff there is only a very narrow defile leading into this valley.
Making his way to the end of the valley along the bank of the lake, Hannibal posted
himself with the Spanish and Libyan troops on the hill immediately in front of him as he
marched, and pitched a camp on it; but sent his Balearic slingers and light-armed troops
by a détour, and stationed them in extended order under the cover of the hills to the right
of the valley; and by a similar détour placed the Gauls and cavalry under the cover of
hills to the left, causing them also to extend their line so far as to cover the entrance of the
defile running between the cliff and lake into the valley.
Having made these preparations during the night, and having thus enclosed the valley
with ambuscades, Hannibal remained quiet. In pursuit of him came Flaminius, in hot
haste to close with the enemy. It was late in the evening before he pitched his camp on
the border of the lake; and at daybreak next morning, just before the morning watch, he

led his front maniples forward along the borders of the lake into the valley with a view of
engaging the enemy.
The Disaster At the Thrasymene Lake
The day was exceedingly misty: and as soon as the
greater part of the Roman line was in the valley, and the leading maniples were getting
close to him, Hannibal gave the signal for attack; and at the same time sent orders to the
troops lying in ambush on the hills to do the same, and thus delivered an assault upon the
enemy at every point at once. Flaminius was taken completely by surprise: the mist was
so thick, and the enemy were charging down from the upper ground at so many points at
once, that not only were the Centurions and Tribunes unable to relieve any part of the line
that was in difficulties, but were not even able to get any clear idea of what was going on:
for they were attacked simultaneously on front, rear, and both flanks. The result was that
most of them were cut down in the order of march, without being able to defend
themselves: exactly as though they had been actually given up to slaughter by the folly of
their leader. Flaminius himself, in a state of the utmost distress and despair, was attacked
and killed by a company of Celts. As many as fifteen thousand Romans fell in the valley,
who could neither yield nor defend themselves, being habituated to regard it as their
supreme duty not to fly or quit their ranks. But those who were caught in the defile
between the lake and the cliff perished in a shameful, or rather a most miserable, manner:
for being thrust into the lake, some in their frantic terror endeavoured to swim with their
armour on, and presently sank and were drowned; while the greater number, wading as
far as they could into the lake, remained there with their heads above water; and when the
cavalry rode in after them, and certain death stared them in the face, they raised their
hands and begged for quarter, offering to surrender, and using every imaginary appeal for
mercy; but were finally despatched by the enemy, or, in some cases, begged the favour of
the fatal blow from their friends, or inflicted it on themselves. A number of men,
however, amounting perhaps to six thousand, who were in the valley, defeated the enemy
immediately in front of them; but though they might have done much to retrieve the
fortune of the day, they were unable to go to the relief of their comrades, or get to the rear
of their opponents, because they could not see what was going on. They accordingly
pushed on continually to the front, always expecting to find themselves engaged with
some of the enemy: until they discovered that, without noticing it, they were issuing upon
the higher ground. But when they were on the crest of the hills, the mist broke and they
saw clearly the disaster which had befallen them; and being no longer able to do any
good, since the enemy was victorious all along the line, and in complete possession of the
ground, they closed their ranks and made for a certain Etrurian village. After the battle
Maharbal was sent by Hannibal with the Iberians and light-armed troops to besiege the
village; and seeing themselves surrounded by a complication of dangers, they laid down
their arms and surrendered on condition of their lives being spared. Such was the end of
the final engagement between the Romans and Carthaginians in Etruria.
Roman Reaction
When the prisoners who had surrendered on terms
were with the other prisoners brought to Hannibal, he had them all collected together to
the number of more than fifteen thousand, and began by saying that Maharbal had no
authority to grant them their lives without consulting him. He then launched out into an
invective against Rome: and when he had finished that, he distributed all the prisoners
who were Romans among the companies of his army to be held in safe keeping; but
allowed all the allies to depart without ransom to their own country, with the same
remark as he had made before, that "he was not come to fight against Italians, but in
behalf of Italians against Rome." He then gave his army time to refresh themselves after
their fatigue, and buried those of highest rank who had fallen in his army, amounting to

about thirty; the total number of his loss being fifteen hundred, most of whom were Celts.
He then began considering, in conjunction with his brother and friends, where and how
he should continue his attack, for he now felt confident of ultimate success.
When the news of this disaster reached Rome, the chief men of the state could not, in
view of the gravity of the blow, conceal its extent or soften it down, but were forced to
assemble the people and tell them the truth. When the Praetor, therefore, from the Rostra
said, "We have been beaten in a great battle," there was such a consternation, that those
who had been present at the battle as well as at this meeting, felt the disaster to be graver
than when they were on the field of battle itself. And this feeling of the people was not to
be wondered at. For many years they had been unaccustomed to the word or the fact of
defeat, and they could not now endure reverse with patience or dignity. The Senate,
however, rose to the occasion, and held protracted debates and consultations as to the
future, anxiously considering what it was the duty of all classes to do, and how they were
to do it.
Battle of Cannae
Polybuis’ Histories, Chapter 115- 118:
The Battle of Cannae
The battle was begun by an engagement between the advanced guard of the two armies;
and at first the affair between these light-armed troops was indecisive. But as soon as the
Iberian and Celtic cavalry got at the Romans, the battle began in earnest, and in the true
barbaric fashion: for there was none of the usual formal advance and retreat; but when
they once got to close quarters, they grappled man to man, and, dismounting from their
horses, fought on foot. But when the Carthaginians had got the upper hand in this
encounter and killed most of their opponents on the ground,— because the Romans all
maintained the fight with spirit and determination,—and began chasing the remainder
along the river, slaying as they went and giving no quarter; then the legionaries took the
place of the light-armed and closed with the enemy. For a short time the Iberian and
Celtic lines stood their ground and fought gallantly; but; presently overpowered by the
weight of the heavy-armed lines, they gave way and retired to the rear, thus breaking up
the crescent. The Roman maniples followed with spirit, and easily cut their way through
the enemy's line; since the Celts had been drawn up in a thin line, while the Romans had
closed up from the wings towards the centre and the point of danger. For the two wings
did not come into action at the same time as the centre: but the centre was first engaged,
because the Gauls, having been stationed on the arc of the crescent, had come into
contact with the enemy long before the wings, the convex of the crescent being towards
the enemy.
The Romans, however, going in pursuit of these troops, and hastily closing in towards the
centre and the part of the enemy which was giving ground, advanced so far, that the
Libyan heavy-armed troops on either wing got on their flanks. Those on the right, facing
to the left, charged from the right upon the Roman flank; while those who were on the
left wing faced to the right, and, dressing by the left, charged their right flank,1 the
exigency of the moment suggesting to them what they ought to do. Thus it came about, as
Hannibal had planned, that the Romans were caught between two hostile lines of
Libyans—thanks to their impetuous pursuit of the Celts. Still they fought, though no
longer in line, yet singly, or in maniples, which faced about to meet those who charged
them on the flanks.
The Slaughter At Cannae
Though he had been from the first on the right wing, and had taken part in the cavalry
engagement, Lucius Aemilius still survived. Determined to act up to his own exhortatory

speech, and seeing that the decision of the battle rested mainly on the legionaries, riding
up to the centre of the line he led the charge himself, and personally grappled with the
enemy, at the same time cheering on and exhorting his soldiers to the charge. Hannibal,
on the other side, did the same, for he too had taken his place on the centre from the
commencement. The Numidian horse on the Carthaginian right were meanwhile charging
the cavalry on the Roman left; and though, from the peculiar nature of their mode of
fighting, they neither inflicted nor received much harm, they yet rendered the enemy's
horse useless by keeping them occupied, and charging them first on one side and then on
another. But when Hasdrubal, after all but annihilating the cavalry by the river, came
from the left to the support of the Numidians, the Roman allied cavalry, seeing his charge
approaching, broke and fled. At that point Hasdrubal appears to have acted with great
skill and discretion. Seeing the Numidians to be strong in numbers, and more effective
and formidable to troops that had once been forced from their ground, he left the pursuit
to them; while he himself hastened to the part of the field where the infantry were
engaged, and brought his men up to support the Libyans. Then, by charging the Roman
legions on the rear, and harassing them by hurling squadron after squadron upon them at
many points at once, he raised the spirits of the Libyans, and dismayed and depressed
those of the Romans.
It was at this point that Lucius Aemilius fell, in the thick of the fight, covered with
wounds: a man who did his duty to his country at that last hour of his life, as he had
throughout its previous years, if any man ever did.1 As long as the Romans could keep an
unbroken front, to turn first in one direction and then in another to meet the assaults of
the enemy, they held out; but the outer files of the circle continually falling, and the circle
becoming more and more contracted, they at last were all killed on the field; and among
them Marcus Atilius and Gnaeus Servilius, the Consuls of the previous year, who had
shown themselves brave men and worthy of Rome in the battle. While this struggle and
carnage were going on, the Numidian horse were pursuing the fugitives, most of whom
they cut down or hurled from their horses; but some few escaped into Venusia, among
whom was Gaius Terentius, the Consul, who thus sought a flight, as disgraceful to
himself, as his conduct in office had been disastrous to his country.
Superiority in Cavalry Wins Battles
Such was the end of the battle of Cannae, in which both sides fought with the most
conspicuous gallantry, the conquered no less than the conquerors. This is proved by the
fact that, out of six thousand horse, only seventy escaped with Gaius Terentius
to Venusia, and about three hundred of the allied cavalry to various towns in the
neighbourhood. Of the infantry ten thousand were taken prisoners in fair fight, but were
not actually engaged in the battle: of those who were actually engaged only about three
thousand perhaps escaped to the towns of the surrounding district; all the rest died nobly,
to the number of seventy thousand, the Carthaginians being on this occasion, as on
previous ones, mainly indebted for their victory to their superiority in cavalry: a lesson to
posterity that in actual war it is better to have half the number of infantry, and the
superiority in cavalry, than to engage your enemy with an equality in both. On the side of
Hannibal there fell four thousand Celts, fifteen hundred Iberians and Libyans, and about
two hundred horse.
The ten thousand Romans who were captured had not,as I said, been engaged in the
actual battle; and the reason was this. Lucius Aemilius left ten thousand infantry in his
camp that, in case Hannibal should disregard the safety of his own camp, and take his
whole army on to the field, they might seize the opportunity, while the battle was going
on, of forcing their way in and capturing the enemy's baggage; or if, on the other hand,
Hannibal should, in view of this contingency, leave a guard in his camp, the number of

the enemy in the field might thereby be diminished. These men were captured in the
following circumstances. Hannibal, as a matter of fact, did leave a sufficient guard in his
camp; and as soon as the battle began, the Romans, according to their instructions,
assaulted and tried to take those thus left by Hannibal. At first they held their own: but
just as they were beginning to waver, Hannibal, who was by this time gaining a victory
all along the line, came to their relief, and routing the Romans, shut them up in their own
camp; killed two thousand of them; and took all the rest prisoners. In like manner the
Numidian horse brought in all those who had taken refuge in the various strongholds
about the district, amounting to two thousand of the routed cavalry.
The Consequences of the Battle of Cannae
The result of this battle, such as I have described it, had the consequences which both
sides expected. For the Carthaginians by their victory were thenceforth masters of nearly
the whole of the Italian coast which is called Magna Graecia. Thus the Tarentines
immediately submitted; and the Arpani and some of the Campanian states invited
Hannibal to come to them; and the rest were with one consent turning their eyes to the
Carthaginians: who, accordingly, began now to have high hopes of being able to carry
even Romeitself by assault.
On their side the Romans, after this disaster, despaired of retaining their supremacy over
the Italians, and were in the greatest alarm, believing their own lives and the existence of
their city to be in danger, and every moment expecting that Hannibal would be upon
them.
For, as though Fortune were in league with the disasters that had already befallen them to
fill up the measure of their ruin, it happened that only a few days afterwards, while the
city was still in this panic, the Praetor who had been sent to Gaul fell unexpectedly into
an ambush and perished, and his army was utterly annihilated by the Celts. In spite of all,
however, the Senate left no means untried to save the State. It exhorted the people to
fresh exertions, strengthened the city with guards, and deliberated on the crisis in a brave
and manly spirit. And subsequent events made this manifest. For though the Romans
were on that occasion indisputably beaten in the field, and had lost reputation for military
prowess; by the peculiar excellence of their political constitution, and the prudence of
their counsels, they not only recovered their supremacy over Italy, by eventually
conquering the Carthaginians, but before very long became masters of the whole world.
I shall, therefore, end this book at this point, having now recounted the events
in Iberia and Italy, embraced by the 140th Olympiad. When I have arrived at the same
period in my history of Greece during this Olympiad, I shall then fulfil my promise of
devoting a book to a formal account of the Roman constitution itself; for I think that a
description of it will not only be germane to the matter of my history, but will also be of
great help to practical statesmen, as well as students, either in reforming or establishing
other constitutions.
Battle of Zama:
Polybuis, Histories Book 15, chapter 12-14:
The Battle of Zama Begins
All arrangements for the battle being complete, and
the two opposing forces of Numidian cavalry having been for some time engaged in
skirmishing attacks upon each other, Hannibal gave the word to the men on the elephants
to charge the enemy. But as they heard the horns and trumpets braying all round them,

some of the elephants became unmanageable and rushed back upon the Numidian
contingents of the Carthaginian army; and this enabled Massanissa with great speed to
deprive the Carthaginian left wing of its cavalry support. The rest of the elephants
charged the Roman velites in the spaces between the maniples of the line, and while
inflicting much damage on the enemy suffered severely themselves; until, becoming
frightened, some of them ran away down the vacant spaces, the Romans letting them pass
harmlessly along, according to Scipio's orders, while others ran away to the right under a
shower of darts from the cavalry, until they were finally driven clear off the field.
It was just at the moment of this stampede of the elephants, that Laelius forced the
Carthaginian cavalry into headlong flight, and along with Massanissa pressed them with a
vigorous pursuit. While this was going on, the opposing lines of heavy infantry were
advancing to meet others with deliberate step and proud confidence, except Hannibal's
"army of Italy," which remained in its original position. When they came within distance
the Roman soldiers charged the enemy, shouting as usual their war-cry, and clashing their
swords against their shields: while the Carthaginian mercenaries uttered a strange
confusion of cries, the effect of which was indescribable, for, in the words of the
poet,1the
“"voice
of
all
was
not
one
—
nor one their cry: “But manifold their speech as was their race."
Cowardice of the Carthaginians
The whole affair being now a trial of strength between man and man at close quarters, as
the combatants used their swords and not their spears, the superiority was at first on the
side of the dexterity and daring of the mercenaries, which enabled them to wound a
considerable number of the Romans. The latter, however, trusting to the steadiness of
their ranks and the excellence of their arms, still kept gaining ground, their rear ranks
keeping close up with them and encouraging them to advance; while the Carthaginians
did not keep up with their mercenaries nor support them, but showed a thoroughly
cowardly spirit. The result was that the foreign soldiers gave way: and, believing that
they had been shamelessly abandoned by their own side, fell upon the men on their rear
as they were retreating, and began killing them; whereby many of the Carthaginians were
compelled to meet a gallant death in spite of themselves. For as they were being cut down
by their mercenaries they had, much against their inclination, to fight with their own men
and the Romans at the same time; and as they now fought with desperation and fury they
killed a good many both of their own men and of the enemy also. Thus it came about that
their charge threw the maniples of the hastati into confusion; whereupon the officers of
the principes caused their lines to advance to oppose them. However, the greater part of
the mercenaries and Carthaginians had fallen either by mutual slaughter or by the sword
of the hastati. Those who survived and fled Hannibal would not allow to enter the ranks
of his army, but ordered his men to lower their spears and keep them back as they
approached; and they were therefore compelled to take refuge on the wings or make for
the open country.
Victory of Scipio and Flight of Hannibal
The space between the two armies that still remained in position was full of blood,
wounded men, and dead corpses; and thus the rout of the enemy proved an impediment of
a perplexing nature to the Roman general. Everything was calculated to make an advance
in order difficult,—the ground slippery with gore, the corpses lying piled up in bloody
heaps, and with the corpses arms flung about in every direction. However Scipio caused
the wounded to be carried to the rear, and the hastati to be recalled from the pursuit by
the sound of a bugle, and drew them up where they were in advance of the ground on
which the fighting had taken place, opposite the enemy's centre. He then ordered
the principes and triarii to take close order, and, threading their way through the corpses,
to deploy into line with the hastati on either flank. When they had surmounted the

obstacles and got into line with the hastati, the two lines charged each other with the
greatest fire and fury.
Being nearly equal in numbers, spirit, courage, and arms, the battle was for a long time
undecided, the men in their obstinate valour falling dead without giving way a step; until
at last the divisions of Massanissa and Laelius, returning from the pursuit, arrived
providentially in the very nick of time.
Upon their charging Hannibal's rear, the greater part of his men were cut down in their
ranks; while of those who attempted to fly very few escaped with their life, because the
horsemen were close at their heels and the ground was quite level. On the Roman side
there fell over fifteen hundred, on the Carthaginian over twenty thousand, while the
prisoners taken were almost as numerous.
PSD2.2 – Appian’s Roman History6
Battle of Ticinius:
Appian, The War Against Hannibal, ss 5:
After a brief pause he attacked Taurasia, a Gallic town, took it by storm, and put the
prisonrs to death, in order to strike terror in the rest of the Gauls. Then he advanced to
river Eridanus, now called the Padus (Po) where the Romans were at war with the Gallic
tribe called the Boii, and pitched his camp.
The Roman consul, Publius Cornelius Scipio, was at that time contending with the
Carthaginians in Spain. When he learned of Hannibal's incursion into Italy, he left his
brother, Gnaeus Cornelius Scipio, in charge of affairs in Spain and sailed for Etruria.
Marching thence with such allies as he could collect, he came before Hannibal to the Po.
He sent Manlius and Atilius, who were conducting the war against the Boii, back to
Rome, as they had no right to command when a consul was on the ground, and taking
their forces drew them upnote for battle with Hannibal. After a skirmish and a cavalry
engagement, the Romans were surrounded by the Africans and fled to their camp. The
next night they took refuge in Placentia, a place strongly fortified, crossing the Po and
then breaking down the bridge. Nevertheless Hannibal made a new bridge and crossed
the river.
Battle of Trebia:
Appian, The War Against Hannibal, ss 6-7
The War against Hannibal (218-217)
These exploits, one after another, following his passage of the Alps, exalted Hannibal's
fame among the Cisalpine Gauls as an invincible commander and one most highly
favored by fortune. In order to increase the admiration of those barbarians, who were
easily deceived, he frequently changed his clothes and his hair, using carefully prepared
devices each time. When the Gauls saw him moving among their people now an old man,
then a young man, and again a middle-aged man, and continually changing from one to
the other, they were astonished and thought that he partook of the divine nature.
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Sempronius, the other consul, being then in Sicily and learning what had happened,
embarked his forces, came to Scipio's aid, and encamped at a distance of seven
kilometers from him. The following day they all made ready for battle. The river Trebia
separated the hostile armies, which the Romans crossed before daylight on a raw, sleety
morning of the winter solstice, wading in the water up to their breasts. Hannibal allowed
his army to rest till the second hour and then marched out.
The order of battle on each side was as follows. The Roman cavalry were posted on the
wings in order to protect the infantry.
...
Hannibal ranged his elephants opposite the Roman horse and his foot-soldiers against the
legions, and he ordered his own cavalry to remain quiet behind the elephants until he
should give the signal.
When battle was joined the horses of the Romans, terrified by the sight and smell of the
elephants, broke and fled. The foot-soldiers, although suffering much and weakened by
cold, wet clothes, and want of sleep, nevertheless boldly attacked these beasts, wounded
them, and cut the hamstrings of some, and were already pushing back the enemy's
infantry. Hannibal, observing this, gave the signal to his horse to attack the Roman flank.
The Roman horse having been just dispersed by fear of the elephants, the foot-soldiers
were left without protection, and were now in difficulties. Fearing lest they should be
surrounded, they everywhere broke in flight to their own camp. Many foot-soldiers were
cut off by the enemy's horse and many perished in the swift stream, for the river was now
swollen with melting snow so that they could not wade, on account of its depth, nor could
they swim, on account of the weight of their armor. Scipio, who followed trying to rally
them, was wounded and almost killed, and was with difficulty rescued and carried to
Cremona. There was a small arsenal near Placentia which Hannibal laid siege to, where
he lost 400 men and was himself wounded. And now they all went into winter quarters,
Scipio in Cremona and Placentia, and Hannibal on the Po.
Battle of Lake Trasimene:
Appian, The War Against Hannibal, ss 10-11
The latter, well aware of his rashness and inexperience, moved forward and took a
position with a mountain and a lake Trasimene before him, concealing his light-armed
troops and his cavalry in a ravine. Flaminius, seeing the enemy’s camp in the early
morning, delayed a little to let his men rest from their toilsome march and to fortify his
camp, after which he led them straightaway to battle, although they were still weary with
night-watched and hard labor.
Caught between the mountain and the lake and the enemy (for the ambush suddenly
appeared everywhere), he lost his own life, and 20,000 men were slain with him. The
remaining 10,000 escaped to a village strongly fortified by nature.
Maharbal, Hannibal's lieutenant, who had himself acquired very great renown in war, not
being able to take them easily and thinking it unwise to fight with desperate men,
persuaded them to lay down their arms, agreeing that they should go free wherever they
pleased. When they had complied with this agreement he brought them disarmed to
Hannibal. The latter, denying that Maharbal had authority to make such an agreement
without his consent, nevertheless treated the Roman allies with kindness and sent them

home without ransom, in order to conciliate their towns. He kept all the Romans as
prisoners. He gave the booty to the Gauls who were serving with him, in order to attach
them to him by the hope of gain, and then marched forward.
When this news reached the consul Servilius on the Po, he marched to Etruria with
40,000 men. Centenius, with his 8000, had already occupied the narrow passage
previously mentioned.
When Hannibal saw the Plestine marsh and the mountain overhanging it, and Centenius
between them guarding the passage, he inquired of the guides whether there was any way
around. When they said there was no path but that the whole region was rugged and
precipitous, he nevertheless sent a body of light-armed troops, under the command of
Maharbal, to explore the district and pass around the mountain by night. When he judged
that they had reached their destination he attacked Centenius in front.
While the engagement was in progress, Maharbal was seen pushing forward strenuously
on the summit above, where he raised a shout. The Romans thus surrounded took to
flight, and there was a great slaughter among them, 3,000 being killed and 800 taken
prisoners. The remainder escaped with difficulty.
When this news reached the city they feared lest Hannibal should march against them at
once. They collected stones upon the walls, and the old men armed themselves. Being in
want of arms they took down from the temples those that had been hung there as trophies
of former wars, and, as was customary in times of great danger, they chose a dictator,
Fabius Maximus being selected.
Battle of Cannae
Appian, The War Against Hannibal, ss 21- 25:
When Hannibal saw that his maneuver had failed, he gave the signal to his 500
Celtiberians. These passing out of their own line of battle went over to the Romans,
holding out their shields, spears, and swords in the manner of deserters. Servilius
commended them and at once took possession of their arms and stationed them in the
rear, in their tunics alone as he supposed, for he did not think it was best to put deserters
in chains in the sight of the enemy, nor did he have any suspicion of men whom he saw
with nothing but their tunics, nor was there time to take counsel in the thick of the fray.
Now some of the African cohorts made a pretense of flight toward the mountains,
uttering loud cries. This was the signal to those concealed in the ravines to fall upon the
pursuers. Straightway the light-armed troops and cavalry that had been placed in ambush
showed themselves, and simultaneously a strong and blinding wind rose carrying dust
into the eyes of the Romans, which prevented them from seeing their enemies. The
impetus of the Roman missiles was lessened by the opposing wind, while that of the
enemy's was increased and their aim made surer. The Romans, not being able to see and
avoid the enemy's weapons nor to take good aim with their own, stumbled against each
other and soon fell into disorder of various kinds.
At this juncture the 500 Celtiberians, seeing that the expected opportunity had come,
drew their daggers from their bosoms and first slew those who were just in front of them,
then, seizing the swords, shields, and spears of the dead, made a greater onslaught against
the whole line, darting from one to another indiscriminately, and they accomplished all
the greater slaughter inasmuch as they were in the rear of all. Now were the Romans in

great and various trouble, assailed by the enemy in front, by ambuscades in flank, and
butchered by foes amid their own ranks. They could not turn upon the latter on account of
the pressure of the enemy in front and because it was not easy to distinguish these
assailants, for they had possessed themselves of Roman shields. Most of all were they
harassed by the dust, which prevented them from even guessing what was taking place.
But (as usually happens in cases of disorder and panic) they considered their condition
worse than it was, the ambuscades more dreadful, and the 500 more numerous than 500.
In short, they imagined that their whole army was surrounded by hostile cavalry and
deserters. So they turned and broke into headlong flight, first those on the right wing
where Varronote himself led the retreat, and after them the left wing, whose commander,
Servilius, however, went to the assistance of Aemilius.note Around these the bravest of the
horse and foot rallied, to the number of about 10,000.
The generals and all the others who had horses, although surrounded by Hannibal's
cavalry, dismounted and fought on foot. They charged the enemy with fury and
performed many brilliant exploits, the fruit of military experience, being nerved by the
energy of despair. But they fell on all sides, and Hannibal, darting hither and thither,
encouraged his soldiers, now exhorting them to make their victory complete, now
rebuking and reproaching them because, after they had scattered the main body of the
enemy, they could not overcome the small remainder.
As long as Aemilius and Servilius survived the Romans stood firm, although giving and
receiving many wounds, but when their generals fell they forced their way through the
midst of their enemies most bravely, and escaped in various directions. Some took refuge
in the two camps where others had preceded them in flight. These were altogether about
15,000, whom Hannibal straightway besieged. Others, to the number of about 2,000, took
refuge in Cannae, and these surrendered to Hannibal. A few escaped to Canusium. The
remainder were dispersed in groups through the woods.
Such was the result of the battle between Hannibal and the Romans at Cannae, which was
begun after the second hour of the day and ended within two hours of night-fall, and
which is still famous among the Romans as a disaster, for in these few hours 50,000 of
their soldiers were slain and a great many taken prisoners. Many senators who were
present lost their lives and with them all the military tribunes and centurions, and their
two best generals. The most worthless one, who was the cause of the calamity, had made
good his escape at the beginning of the rout. The Romans, in their two years' war with
Hannibal in Italy, had now lost, of their own and their allied forces, about 100,000 men.
Battle of Zama:
Appian, The Punic Wars, ss. 43-47
Having thus exhorted their men they joined battle. Hannibal order the trumpet to sound,
and Scipio responded in like manner. The elephants began the fight decked out in fearful
panoply and urged on with goads by their riders. The Numidian horse flying around them
incessantly thrust darts into them. Being wounded and put to flight and having become
unmanageable, their drivers took the out of combat. This is what happened to the
elephants on both wings. Those in the center trampled down the Roman infantry, who
were not accustomed to that kind of fighting and were not able tot avoid or pursue them
easily on account of their heavy armor, until Scipio brought up the Italian cavalry, who
were in the rear and more lightly armed, and ordered them to dismount from their
frightened horses, and run around and stab the elephants. He was himself the first to

dismount and wound the front-tramping elephant. The others were encouraged by his
example, and they inflicted so many wounds upon the elephants that these also withdrew.
The field being cleared of these beasts the battle was now waged by men and horses only.
The Roman right wing, where Laelius commanded, put the opposing Numidians to flight,
and Massinissa struck down their prince, Massathes, with a dart, but Hannibal quickly
came to their rescue and restored the line of battle. On the left wing, where Octavius
commanded and where the hostile Celts and Ligurians were stationed, a doubtful battle
was going on. Scipio sent the tribune Thermys thither with a reinforcement of picked
men, but Hannibal, after rallying his left wing, flew to the assistance of the Ligurians and
Celts, bringing up at the same time his second line of Carthaginians and Africans. Scipio,
perceiving this, brought his second line in opposition. When the two greatest generals of
the world thus met, in hand to hand fight, there was, on the part of the soldiers of each, a
brilliant emulation and reverence for their commanders, and no lack of zeal on either side
in the way of sharp and vehement fighting and cheering.
As the battle as long and undecided, the two generals had compassion on their tired
soldiers, and rushed upon each other in order to bring it to a more speedy decision. They
threw their javelins at the same time. Scipio pierced Hannibal's shield. Hannibal hit
Scipio's horse. The horse, smarting from the wound, threw Scipio over backwards. He
quickly mounted another and again hurled a dart at Hannibal, but missed him and struck
another horseman near him.
At this juncture, Massinissa, hearing of the crisis, came up, and the Romans seeing their
general not only serving as a commander but fighting also as a common soldier, fell upon
the enemy more vehemently than before, routed them, and pursued them in flight. Nor
could Hannibal, who rode by the side of his men and besought them to make a stand and
renew the battle, prevail upon them to do so. Therefore, despairing of these, he turned to
the Italians who had come with him, and who were still in reserve and not demoralized.
These he led into the fight, hoping to fall upon the Romans in disorderly pursuit. But they
perceived his intention, and speedily called one another back from the pursuit and
restored the line of battle. As their horse were no longer with them and they were
destitute of missiles, they now fought sword in hand in close combat. Great slaughter
ensued and innumerable wounds, mingled with the shouts of the combatants and the
groans of the dying, until, finally, the Romans routed these also and put them to flight.
Such was the brilliant issue of this engagement.

Black Line Masters:
BLM2.1 – Notes of Aeneas and Dido
In the Aeneid, Dido falls in love with Aeneas, as a result of Cupid, through his telling of
his journey. Dido expresses to her sister that she swore she would never marry and love
again after lost her first husband, Sychaeus,. Aeneas has changed her. Her sister
encourages her to marry Aeneas, not only because she loves him, but because it would
increase the might of Carthage having men like Aeneas (Trojans).
Yet, Juno sees Dido’s love as a danger because it prevents Aeneas from fulfilling his
duties to travel to Italy. She creates a plan to incite Jupiter’s attention on Aeneas but
falsely supporting their love with Venus. She works with Venus to get the lovers together
alone so that they further their love. Dido and Aeneas become very public with their love
and Dido considers them to be married. Rumors spread that Dido and Aeneas have
surrendered themselves entirely to lust and have begun to neglect their responsibilities as
rulers.
When Jupiter learns of Dido and Aeneas’s affair, he sends Mercury to Carthage to remind
Aeneas that his destiny lies in Italy and that he must leave. This message shocks Aeneas
but he knows he must fulfill his duty. Unsure of how to tell Dido, he attempts to prepare
his fleet in secret to depart but she discovers it. Dido is furious and claims Aeneas stole
her honor. While Aeneas is apologetic but he maintains that he has no choice but to
follow the will of the gods: “I sail for Italy not of my own free will” (IV.499).
Dido, in rage and love, has a large pyre built. She says she plans to purge Aeneas from
her mind but burning all the clothes and weapons he has left behind and even the bed
they slept on. At night, while Dido cannot sleep, Aeneas does but Mercury visits him to
remind him he needs to leave immediately and so Aeneas awakens to sets sail.
In despair of seeing Aeneas leave, she climbs the pyre and takes one of Aeneas’ swords.
She throws herself on the blade and, while dying, curses Aeneas that her avenging soul
will ensure no peace between Aeneas’ people and her own.7
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BLM2.2: Punic Lecture Notes

Rome Versus Carthage: The
Punic Wars
Origins of Hatred: The Aeneid
•

Aeneas, founder of Rome, abandoned his lover the

Queen of Carthage, Dido
• In anger, she curses Aeneas that Rome and Carthage
would never get along
•Key significance à

Guido Reni, Dido and Aeneas, 1642

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Carthage: Who Are They?
•

Large empire spread across North African and islands

•

Original name is Phoenician which was shorted to Punic

•

Carthage has the greatest naval fleet during the time
o Triremes and quinqueremes:

__________________________________
• Key significance:

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
The 1st Punic Wars
•

Fight over control of the______________________________ between
Carthage and Rome

•

Under Hamilcar Barca, commander of Carthage army, Rome was decimated in

_________________________________________________________
•

UNTIL Rome ______________________________to naval combat by building the
same naval ships as Carthage

o Roman created the corvus:

_______________________________________________

•

Carthage sued for peace and Rome acquired

______________________________ and forced Carthage to pay
reparation

How the Second Punic War Started
•

Hannibal, son of Hamilcar, had been conquering territory in Spain (to pay

•

restitution Rome) when he took the town of Saguntum, an allied city to Rome.
o Hannibal is said to have sworn he would never be friends with Rome
Significance- Rome was finally expanding

______________________________and the power of
______________________________
Why is this an issue?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
The War Against Hannibal: 218 BCE – 201 BCE
Hannibal wanted to surprise Rome so he

•

____________________________________________________
o One interesting thing he brought with him:

_______________________________________________
Who fought against Hannibal: Fabius

•

Maximus Cuncator

o (Cunctator- means

delayed) was named dictator after the Carthage
victories. He implemented a policy of guerilla tactics with Carthage- avoided
direct battle.
o

The Battles of the Second Punic War
o

Battle of Ticinius à What happened and what can be learned?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

•

Battle of Trebia à What happened and what can be learned?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
•

Battle of Lake Trasimene à What happened and what can be learned?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
•

Battle of Cannae à What happened and what can be learned?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
•

Battle of Zama à What happened and what can be learned?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Outcome and Significance of the War:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
The 3rd Punic War
•
King of Numidia, Masinissa, a ally of Rome, had been invading
Carthage when the Carthage got tired of Rome not doing anything
o
Rome was itching for a reason to start a war because of Cato the
Elder who saw Carthage as a threat- “Carthage must be destroyed”
•
Carthage loses against Rome and was destroyed with all
inhabitants enslaved and killed

Significance:
_________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Continuity and Change: What do these
wars say about Rome?

BLM2.3 – Teacher Notes of the Punic Wars
First Punic War: 264-241
•

•

•
•

The first war with Carthage came with a conflict over Sicily. It comes down to
Sicily had various groups claiming control of its land from the Syracusans,
Carthage, the Mamertines (Italian mercenaries), and Rome. The Mamertines
begged for assistance from both Carthage and Rome with hope one would help
and when Rome finally came to provide aid, Carthage had seized control of a key
fortification (Messana).
Rome could not compete against Carthage fleet as a land army but they acquired
broken shipwrecks of Carthage fleets and modeled their fleet after it and had
Greek allies (who originally made these) teach them how to use them.
o The corvus (meaning "crow" or "raven" in Latin) was
a Roman military boarding device used in naval warfare during the First
Punic War against Carthage.
Hamilcar Barca (Lightning)- raided Italian peninsula during punic war- lightning
raids that reinvigorated Carthage hope in beating the romans since the fleets
Ultimately Rome won when Carthage sued for peace after losing many of their
supplies to the Romans (241). The terms were Carthage vacating Sicily- which
was fertile agriculture the Romans wanted- and would pay reparations. It becomes
the first province of Rome

The Second Punic War: 218-201
•

•

Hannibal- the son of Hamilcar, was said to have sworn on a sacred altar for his
father that he would never be friends with Rome. He and his father set up
Carthage in Spain where they amassed large territory. Hannibal took control of
the Carthaginian army and was pushing the army through Spain when he came
across Saguntum, a ally city of Rome. Rome and Carthage had agreed to a treaty
that laid out Carthage would not conquer any cities across the Iberus/Ebro river
and while Saguntum was on the side for Carthage- they claimed Roman
protection. Rome threatened war if Hannibal sacked the city in 219 and Rome
declared war.
To the surprise of Rome, Hannibal, instead of crossing the sea to Italy, decided to
cross the Alps with his army. He took great casualties and the sources vary in the
size of his army. The sources differ but one says he started with 100000 troops,
another 90000, and another 60000 and 28 elephants- most likely had 60000
troops.
o A roman who had been captured in the war said that he heard Hannibal
himself say that he lost 36000 men in his crossing of the alps.
o Hannibal was a great military leader who charisma and he gained allies of
the gauls during his travels which replaced his lost troops to 90,000
soldiers.

Third Punic War: 149-146 BCE
•

Hannibal continued to lead in Carthage as chief magistrates but his political
enemies wanted him gone. They told Rome that he was plotting gainst rome with
Syria and thus Hannibal fled Carthage for fear of his life. Rome would continue to
chase him across the continents until he commits suicide rather than be taken by
Rome.

•

•

•

•
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Carthage, as a province of Rome, sought assistance to help with the incursions on
their territory by a king named Masinissa but the problem was Masinissa was a
friend of Rome. In 153, Cato was part of a commission to investigate Carthage’s
claim against Masinissa. Noting their wealth and remembered how far it took to
get there.
What affected Cato more than the political problem was the prosperity of
Carthage. A prosperous Carthage only three days from boat to rome was a bad
Carthage. Cathago delenda est. (Carthage must be destroyed). He pulled figs from
Carthage out of his robes and their still fresh- while they don’t have army they
have enough money to buy some
In 150, Carthage, in frustration over Rome’s refusal to punish/reprimand
Masinissa, counter attacked. Their rejection of the demand to withdraw began the
3rd Punic (final) war- 149-146.
The Carthaginians made a valiant effort but in the end, they city was captured and
destroyed. All inhabitants were killed or enslaved. Carthage became the roman
province of Africa. Not too many were able to escape. The idea is Rome went as
far as to sew the field of Carthage with salt to prevent life as a message to all.8

Mark, Joshua. “Punic Wars.” Ancient History Encyclopedia, December 20, 2011.
https://www.ancient.eu/Punic_Wars/; History.com Staff. “Punic Wars.” History.com, 2009.
http://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/punic-wars.

BLM2.3: Battle Group Activity

Investigating the Second Punic Wars: The
Battles
As a group, investigate the battle you have been given that took place during the Second Punic war.
Answer the questions below by researching the event and cite where you gained your information.
Use one of the secondary sources (Polybuis or Appian) in your work and explain why you chose
it.
What was the battle and when did it take place?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
What happened? What was the outcome?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
How did victor win? What did they do that was unique?

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________
What does your primary source say about this event?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
Cornelius Cort, The Battle of Zama, 1600

COURSE: CHW3M World History to the End of the Fifteenth Century, Grade 11
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION: C2. Stability and Expansion: analyse how various
factors contributed to the stability, consolidation, and/or expansion of flourishing
societies/civilizations from different regions and different periods prior to 1500
PRIMARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT EXPLORED: Historical
Perspectives
SECONDARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS EXPLORED: Ethical
Dimensions
LESSON # 3 of 4
TITLE OF STORY: The First Triumvirate and the Legacy of Julius Caesar
OVERVIEW: Rome, like many civilization, is far from stagnate and goes through
countless transitions, with one of the notable transitions being from republic to empire. A
lynchpin for this transition can be found in the story of Julius Caesar and the First
Triumvirate. Students will engage with the story of Julius Caesar’s involvement with
Crassus and Pompey and how their alliance led to Caesar being an emperor, briefly, in all
but name. They will analyse primary sources from Romans who provide different
accounts about these figures and the events they participated in with the goal of
evaluating them and drawing conclusions without presentism. By the end of the lesson,
students will identify the major acts of Julius Caesar in the triumvirate and evaluate him
as a historical figure. They will navigate the various accounts of the events to look at one
of the complex figures of Roman history.
APPENDICES:
1. Primary Sources (PSD 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6)
2. Black Line Masters (BLM 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4)

PLAN OF INSTRUCTION:
Step 1: Warm up and Discussion (20 minutes)
The teacher will refresh where the class last left off about the Roman Republic and what
is going wrong and right. After reminding students about the state of the Roman
Republic, the teacher will introduce the members of the First Triumvirate and task
students to investigate the three members of the Triumvirate, Pompey, Crassus, and
Caesar, and how/why they formed an alliance. Students will receive an activity sheet
titles, “The First Triumvirate,” (see BLM3.1) and each group will investigate one of the
three members and answer the following questions on the sheet. Students will also
receive two primary sources that discuss the different members and the formations of the
Triumvirate- see PSD3.1. Laptops will be needed for each group to investigate
secondary sources.
The teacher will bring the class together to go over the answers together. The second part
of the sheet, under “Pros and Cons of the First Triumvirate,” in which the class will
discuss the effects of these men coming together through looking at different
perspectives.
Step 2: Modeling (10 minutes)
The teacher will then introduce how does this triumvirate change to create an empire.
This lesson is a mini lecture that outlines the animosity between the three men to the civil
wars between them. Please refer to BLM 3.2 for notes on lecture.
Step 3: Guided Practice (15 minutes)
Students at this point are encouraged to take notes on lined paper. If they miss a point,
they are encouraged to speak to 2 other people before going to the teacher for help.
Brainstorm with students on the chalkboard good things about Caesar and why people
still remember him. Ask students questions like:
• Why do you think Caesar crossed the Rubicon? Do you think it was fair the Rome
ordered him to stay in Gaul even though he was a consul?
• What traits can we give Caesar?
Encourage students to ask their own questions so that a larger image of Caesar can be
produced. Fill in gaps for students either with group research or own knowledge. Some
major points to draw upon:
• Caesar conquered Gaul in the name of Rome which brought extensive wealth to
Rome- land, gold, slaves
• Stabilized a failing political systems by taking dictatorial power after the end of
the civil war – made the system more representative of the people by giving voice
to lower class rather than just upper class- he emphasized public works and public
health as part of his job
• Pardoned political enemies
• Created an alliance with Egypt with Cleopatra
• Rewards people who helped him- land to military veterans, citizenship to Italic
tribes outside of Rome (colonies)
• He was elected dictator- he was the de fact ruler but never truly owned title of
emperor.
Step 6: Sharing / Discussing / Teaching (20 minutes)
Students will watch a twenty-minute segment from a video called “Ancients behaving
Badly,” (see BLM3.3) that focuses on Caesar. Students will be briefed on the film to

recognize it as one of the many perspectives people have developed of Caesar just like
the sources that they have been reading. Students are expected to take notes (BLM 3.4 to
help guide their thoughts) and the teacher will debrief the video briefly after wards.
Step 5: Independent Activity (25 minutes)
Students are tasked with the question- “Is Julius Caesar a great historical figure (refer to
BLM3.5 for activity sheet to hand out)?” They are tasked to way the pros and cons about
him and will be given tablets, laptops, to do their own research. They will be asked to cite
where they gain their information and will hand in their answer the next day if they do
not finish. Students will be given a selection of primary sources that paint Caesar in
different lights to use for the paper, refer to PSD3.3- PSD3.5. They do not need to write a
formal paper but they will be given a rubric to show what is expected. They can use
imagery and other sources to communicate their thoughts but they need to be clearly
explained.
ASSESSMENT:
Students will continue their ongoing self-assessment by adding a new fact they learned
and understood to their unit page and also logging it on the tree of knowledge. In addition
to their self-assessment they will be given a group assessment that will be evaluated in
class to gage the knowledge they gained from research in order to prepare them for the
final assessment of the lesson. The final assessment will be a mini paper that can be taken
home to be completed and will be marked- complete with a rubric- BLM3.5. It’ll assess
their ability to communicate and organize and evaluate the information they gained and
sifted through during the lesson and previous lessons. It is not limited to essay writing but
need to touch on what is in the rubric.

Appendices 3:
Primary Sources:
PSD3.1: Appian, The Civil Wars Book 29
Chapter 2, Section 8-10
Caesar, who had been chosen prætor for Spain, was detained in the city by his creditors,
as he owed much more than he could pay, by reason of his political expenses. He was
reported as saying that he needed 25,000,000 sesterces1 in order to have nothing at all.
However, he arranged with those who were detaining him as best he could and proceeded
to Spain. Here he neglected the transaction of public business, the administration of
justice, and all matters of that kind because he considered them of no use to his purposes,
but he raised an army and attacked the independent Spanish tribes one by one until he
made the whole country tributary to the Romans. He also sent much money to the public
treasury at Rome. For these reasons the Senate awarded him a triumph. He was making
preparations outside the walls for a most splendid procession, during the days when
candidates for the consulship were required to present themselves. It was not lawful for
one who was going to have a triumph to enter the city and then go back again for the
triumph. As Cæsar was very anxious to secure the office, and his procession was not yet
ready, he sent to the Senate and asked permission to stand for the consulship while
absent, through the intercession of friends, for although he knew it was against the law it
had been done by others. Cato opposed his proposition and used up the last day for the
presentation of candidates, in speech making. Thereupon Cæsar abandoned his triumph,
entered the city, offered himself as a candidate, and waited for the comitia.
In the meantime Pompey, who had acquired great glory and power by his Mithridatic
war, was asking the Senate to ratify numerous concessions that he had granted to kings,
princes, and cities. Many senators, however, moved by envy, made opposition, and
especially Lucullus, who had held the command against Mithridates before Pompey, and
who considered that the victory was his, since he had left the king in a state of extreme
weakness for Pompey. Crassus cooperated with Lucullus in this matter. Pompey was
indignant and made friends with Cæsar and promised under oath to support him for the
consulship. The latter thereupon brought Crassus into friendly relations with Pompey.
Thus these three most powerful men cooperated together for their mutual advantage. This
coalition the Roman writer Varro treated in a book entitled Tricaranus (the three-headed
monster). The Senate had its suspicions of them and elected Lucius Bibulus as Cæsar's
colleague to hold him in check.
Strife sprang up between them immediately and they proceeded to arm themselves
secretly against each other. Cæsar, who was a master of dissimulation, made speeches in
the Senate in the interest of harmony with Bibulus, as though he were taking care lest
harm should come to the republic from their disagreement. As he was believed to be
sincere, Bibulus was thrown off his guard. While Bibulus was unprepared and suspecting
nothing, Cæsar secretly got a large band of soldiers in readiness and brought before the
Senate measures for the relief of the poor by the distribution of the public land to them.
The best part of this land around Capua,1 which was leased for the public benefit, he
9

Appian, The Civil Wars Book 2, translated by Horace White. London: MacMillan and Co., 1899.
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0232%3Abook%3D2%3Acha
pter%3D2%3Asection%3D8.

proposed to bestow upon those who were the fathers of at least three children, by which
means he bought for himself the favor of a multitude of men. Twenty thousand, who had
three children each, came forward at once. As many senators opposed his motion
he pretended to be indignant at their injustice, and rushed out of the Senate and did not
convene it again for the remainder of the year, but harangued the people from the rostra.
In a public assembly he asked Pompey and Crassus what they thought about his proposed
laws. Both gave their approval, and the people came to the voting-place carrying
concealed daggers.
PSD3.2: Cassius Dio, Roman History10
Chapter 56- 58
These considerations led Caesar at that time to court their favour and later to reconcile
them with each other. For he did not believe that without them he could ever gain any
power or fail to offend one of them some time, nor did he have any fear, on the other
hand, of their harmonizing their plans and so becoming stronger than he. For he
understood perfectly that he would master others at once through their friendship, and a
little later master them through each other. And so it came about. Pompey and Crassus,
the moment they really set about it, made peace with each other, for reasons of their own,
and they took Caesar into partnership in their plans. For Pompey, on his side, was not so
strong as he had hoped to be, and seeing that Crassus was in power and that Caesar's
influence was growing, feared that he should be utterly overthrown by them; and he
hoped that if he made them sharers in present advantages, he should win back his old
authority through them. 4 Crassus thought he ought to surpass all by reason of his family
as well as his wealth; and since he was far inferior to Pompey, and thought that Caesar
was going to rise to great heights, he desired to set them in opposition to each other, in
order that neither of them should get the upper hand. He expected that they would be
well-matched antagonists, and that in this event he would get the benefit of the friendship
of both and gain honours beyond either of them. 5 For without supporting in all respects
either the cause of the populace or that of the senate he did everything to advance his own
power. Accordingly he paid court to both alike and avoided enmity with either,
promoting in turn whatever measures pleased either one to such an extent as was likely to
give him the credit for everything that went to the liking of one or the other, without any
share in more unpleasant issues.
Thus the three for these reasons formed their friendship and ratified it with oaths, and
then managed public affairs among themselves. Next they gave to each other and
received in turn one from another, whatever they set their hearts on and whatever it suited
them to do in view of the circumstances. Their harmony caused an agreement also on
the part of their followers; these, too, did with impunity whatever they wished, following
the leadership of their chiefs in everything, so that very little moderation was longer in
evidence, and that only in Cato and a few others who desired to seem to hold the same
opinions as he did. For no man of that day took part in public life from pure motives and
free from any desire of personal gain except Cato. Some, to be sure, were ashamed of the
things done, and others who strove to imitate him took a hand in affairs now and then,
and displayed some deeds similar to his; but they did not persevere, since their efforts
sprang from cultivation of an attitude and not from innate virtue.
10

Dio, Cassius. Roman History, translated by Earnest Cary. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1914.
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Cassius_Dio/37*.html.

This was the condition into which these men brought the affairs of Rome at that time,
after concealing their alliance as long as possible. For they did whatever they had decided
on, while feigning and putting forward utterly opposite motives, in order that they might
still remain undiscovered for a long period, until they should have made sufficient
preparations. Yet Heaven was not ignorant of their doings, but then and there revealed
very plainly to those who could understand any such signs all that was to result later
because of them. For of a sudden such a storm descended upon the whole city and all the
country that quantities of trees were torn up by the roots, many houses were shattered, the
boats moored in the Tiber both near the city and at its mouth were sunk, and the wooden
bridge destroyed, and a theatre built of timbers for some festival collapsed, and in the
midst of all this great numbers of human beings perished. These signs were revealed in
advance, as an image of what should befall the people both on land and on water.
PSD3.3: Suetonius. The Lives of the Twelve Caesars11
He was highly skilled in arms and horsemanship, and of incredible powers of endurance.
On the march he headed his army, sometimes on horseback, but oftener on foot,
bareheaded both in the heat of the sun and in rain. He covered great distances with
incredible speed, making a hundred miles a day in a hired carriage and with little
baggage, swimming the rivers which barred his path or crossing them on inflated skins,
and very often arriving before the messengers sent to announce his coming.
In the conduct of his campaigns it is a question whether he was more cautious or more
daring, for he never led his army where ambuscades were possible without carefully
reconnoitring the country, and he did not cross to Britain without making personal
inquiries about the harbours, the course, and the approach to the island. But on the other
hand, when news came that his camp in Germany was beleaguered, he made his way to
his men through the enemies' pickets, disguised as a Gaul. He crossed from Brundisium
to Dyrrachium in winter time, running the blockade of the enemy's fleets; and when the
troops which he had ordered to follow him delayed to do so, and he had sent to fetch
them many times in vain, at last in secret and alone he boarded a small boat at night with
his head muffled up; and he did not reveal who he was, or suffer the helmsman to give
way to the gale blowing in their teeth, until he was all but overwhelmed by the waves.
He valued his soldiers neither for their personal character nor for their fortune, but solely
for their prowess, and he treated them with equal strictness and indulgence; for he did not
curb them everywhere and at all times, but only in the presence of the enemy. Then he
required the strictest discipline, not announcing the time of a march or a battle, but
keeping them ready and alert to be led on a sudden at any moment wheresoever he might
wish. He often called them out even when there was no occasion for it, especially on
rainy days and holidays. And warning them every now and then that they must keep close
watch on him, he would steal away suddenly by day or night and make a longer march
than usual, to tire out those who were tardy in following.
PSD3.4: Paterculus, The Roman History12
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Caesar, victorious over all his enemies, returned to the city, and pardoned all who had
borne arms against him, an act of generosity almost passing belief. He entertained the city
to repletion with the magnificent spectacle of a gladiatorial show, a sham battle of ships,
mock battles of cavalry, infantry, and even mounted elephants, and the celebration of a
public banquet which was continued through several days. He celebrated five triumphs.
The emblems in his Gallic triumph were of citrus wood; in his Pontic of acanthus; in his
Alexandrian triumph of tortoise-shell, in his African of ivory, and in his Spanish of
polished silver. The money borne in his triumphs, realized from the sale of spoils,
amounted to a little more than six hundred million sesterces.
But it was the lot of this great man, who behaved with such clemency in all his victories,
that his peaceful enjoyment of supreme power should last but five months. For, returning
to the city in October, he was slain on the ides of March. Brutus and Cassius were the
leaders of the conspiracy. He had failed to win the former by the promise of the
consulship, and had offended the latter by the postponement of his candidacy. There were
also in the plot to compass his death some of the most intimate of all his friends, who
owed their elevation to the success of his party, namely Decimus Brutus, Gaius
Trebonius, and others of illustrious name. Marcus Antonius, his colleague in the
consulship, ever ready for acts of daring, had brought great odium upon Caesar by
placing a royal crown upon his head as he sat on the rostra at the Lupercalia. Caesar put
the crown from him, but in such a way that he did not seem to be displeased.
PSD3.5: Cicero’s De Officiis13
On Duties “Justifying the Assassination of Julius Caesar”
This selection from Cicero’s On Duties provides a justification for the assassination of
Julius Caesar (44 BCE). Some senators feared that Caesar aimed to establish a typical
Hellenistic monarchy over Rome with himself as absolute king. The very word king was
abhorrent to patriotic Romans, who gloried in their status as free citizens of a fivecenturies-old republic. On March 15, 44 BCE, Caesar was slain by some sixty senators,
who acted, they said, to restore the liberty of the Roman people. Cicero did not
participate in the assassination. 14

BOOK III xxi.
Our tyrant deserved his death for having made an exception of the one thing that was the
blackest crime of all. Why do we gather instances of petty crime - legacies criminally
obtained and fraudulent buying and selling? Behold, here you have a man who was
ambitious to be king of the Roman People and master of the whole world; and he
achieved it! The man who maintains that such an ambition is morally right is a madman;
for he justifies the destruction of law and liberty and thinks their hideous and detestable
suppression glorious. But if anyone agrees that it is not morally right to be kind in a state
12
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that once was free and that ought to be free now, and yet imagines that it is advantageous
for him who can reach that position, with what remonstrance or rather with what appeal
should I try to tear him away from so strange a delusion? For, oh ye immortal gods! can
the most horrible and hideous of all murders - that of fatherland -bring advantage to
anybody, even though he who has committed such a crime receives from his enslaved
fellow-citizens the title of "Father of his Country"? Expediency, therefore, must be
measured by the standard of moral rectitude, and in such a way, too, that these two words
shall seem in sound only to be different but in real meaning to be one and the same.
What greater advantage one could have, according to the standard of popular opinion,
than to be a king, I do not know; when, however, I begin to bring the question back to the
standard of truth, then I find nothing more disadvantageous for one who has risen to that
height by injustice. For can occasions for worry anxiety, fear by day and by night, and a
life all beset with plots and perils be of advantage to anybody?

Black Line Masters:
BLM3.1- Introduction to Triumvirate

The first triumvirate
Julius Caesar:
What does Caesar do (his profession)?

What are three character traits that can be associated with him?

Why did he join the triumvirate?

What was his role in the triumvirate?

Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus (Pompey the great)
What does Pompey do (his profession)?

What are three character traits that can be associated with him?

Why did he join the triumvirate?

What was his role in the triumvirate?

Marcus Licinius Crassus
What does Crassus do (his profession)?

What are three character traits that can be associated with him?

Why did he join the triumvirate?

What was his role in the triumvirate?

Pros and Cons of the Triumvirate
How does it help the members in the triumvirate?

How does it help Rome?

What problems lie within the group?

What issues can this alliance do from the Roman Republic?

BLM3.2- Notes of Teacher:
•

•

•

•

•

15

Factions developing in the senate led to the Roman government failing. The
consul election that we discussed in class became a competition to bribe voters
rather than appeal to them. The common peopled rioted. The triumvirate
amalgamated informally when General Gnaeus Pompey became sole consul for
the years and shared the power with Julius Caesar and Marcus Crassus
Crassus was known for defeating Sparatcus. Caesar was the governor and military
conqueror of Gaul (now known as France. Caesar used his power to put key
supporters, like General Marc Antony into power places. Caesar’s enemies spread
rumors about his plan to take power. In 49 BCE, Caesar massed his army at the
border of Gaul and Italy along the Rubicon river. The senate backed Pompey to
protect Rome from the potential threat of Caesar by naming him defender of the
city.
Caesar refused to remain in his post as the senate and Pompey commanded and
committed an act of war when he crossed the Rubicon because it was forbidden
for a Roman general to lead an army outside the province he governed, Pompey,
Cicero, and most senators fled Rome as the massive army moved towards the city,
filled with Romans and Gauls. Caesar attended to built alliances and rebuild new
relationships with the leaders. He even named himself as Consul. Crassus died in
53 BCE while fighting in Syria but Caesar hoped to gain Pompey a new support
of his consulship. Some people led by Theodotus, eager to gain Caesar’s favour,
murdered Pompey to deliver his head to Caesar his was attempted to follow to
speak it. It was said Caesar was appalled and cried over Pompey’s ring and the
murderers were left to live with the shame.
In 45 BCE, Caesar defeated the last of the loyal troops of Pompey and was named
Liberator of Rome and given the title dictator for 10 years. Caesar handed
bonuses to his troops, gave money to every citizen, and pardoned his enemies.
During his rule, Caesar made many reforms such as a new calendar and relief for
debtors. In return, the roman people heaped honors on him. On of the roman
months was named Julius, or July. Statues of Caesar went up in the city and his
image appeared on coins. In 44 BCE he was made dictator for life.
It is not clear whether Caesar intended to become king. According to tradition and
propagated in Shakespeare, Mar Antony publically offered a King’s crown to
Caesar who refused it three times. As a king, Caesar would no longer need the
senate to stay in power. Caesar was killed on a few days later, on the Ides of
March. His death plunged Rome into a 17 year long civil war that only ended
when Caesar’s adopted son, Octavian, became sole ruler but that is another
story.15

Constitution Rights Foundation. “Ancient Rome.” CRF-USA.org, 2004.
http://archives.lessoncorner.com/2363eab8c8c20a0ef.pdf; Wasson, Donald. “First Triumvirate.” Ancient
History Encyclopedia, March 20, 2016. https://www.ancient.eu/First_Triumvirate/.

BLM3.3- Film for Lesson
Chan, Oscar, and Andy Webb, dir. Ancient Behaving Badly: Julius Caesar Season 1, Episode 3. The History
Channel, 2009; Lionsgate Home Entertainment, 2010. DVD.

BLM3.4- Movie Worksheet

Ancients behaving Badly: Julius Caesar
The History Channel produced a documentary about the imperfect elements of
historical figures. As you watch the film think about the portrayal of Caesar in
comparison/contrast to what was discussed in class. Answer the following
question to be handed in at end of lesson.
How does Julius Caesar treat his enemies? What are issues with this treatment?

What do these historians say about Caesar’s childhood and status?

What does the film say about Caesar’s character (personality)? What actions do they focus us?

What perspective is this film focusing on? What are some pros and cons about how it’s portrayed?

BLM3.5 – Assessment with Rubric

Is Julius Caesar a Great Historical Figure?
After discussing the development of the triumvirate, reading the primary sources,
and watching the film Ancients Behaving Badly, it is now the time to decide for
yourself if Caesar deserves to be judged a great historical figure.16 Use the film,
lecture notes, and primary sources to support your stance. You should have at least
three points to support your opinion.
Elements	
  

Level 1	
  

Level 2	
  

Level 3	
  

Level 4	
  

Knowledge &
Understanding
	
  

Supports answers
with little to no
evidence from
primary and
secondary sources
as introduced in
class

Supports answers
with some evidence
from primary and
secondary sources
as introduced in
class but
information is
vague

Supports answers
with evidence from
primary and
secondary sources
as introduced in
class and
information is clear

Supports answers
with strong
evidence from
primary and
secondary sources
as introduced in
class and extends
information past
what was in class

Thinking

Connections
between evidence
and points are
vague and unclear

Some connections
between evidence
are made but not
always clear

Connections
between evidence
and points are clear
and well defined

Connections
between evidence
and points are well
defined

Point and proof are Point, proof, and/or
either not present or significance are
not clear
present but not
clear

Identifies point and
proof but does not
go into detail on
significance

Identifies point,
proof, and
significance in
detail

Communication

Spelling and
grammar impedes
clarity of the paper

Spelling and
grammar do not
impact clarity of
paper

Spelling and
grammar enhances
understanding
paper

Application

Paper is incomplete N/A

N/A

Paper is complete

16

Spelling and
grammar make
clarity of paper
vague but still
discernible

Paraphrased from “Is Christopher Columbus a Great Historical Figure,” shown in CURR335 lesson,
November 29th, 2017.

COURSE: CHW3M World History to the End of the Fifteenth Century, Grade 11
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION: C2. Stability and Expansion: analyse how various
factors contributed to the stability, consolidation, and/or expansion of flourishing
societies/civilizations from different regions and different periods prior to 1500
PRIMARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT EXPLORED: Evidence
SECONDARY HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPTS EXPLORED: Cause and
Consequence
LESSON # 4 of 4
TITLE OF STORY: The Rise of the Roman Empire: The Second Triumvirate
OVERVIEW: Rome as a civilization went through many changes in its form and most
significantly was the transition from Roman Republic to Roman Empire. While Caesar
began the transition of power in the republic from controlled by the many to the few, it
was his great nephew and adopted son, Octavian (later Augustus Caesar) who began the
Roman empire as people know it. He may not have been emperor in name but he began
the line of emperors and a golden age of Rome under him. This lesson will focus on how
Octavian and the second triumvirate (Marc Antony and Lepidus) develop and how their
alliance led to the power of Rome ending in hands of Octavian. Students will use primary
and secondary sources to investigate the cause and consequences of the actions of a few
and how the impacted the world. By the end of the lesson students will be able to address
the causes behind the second triumvirate, what went wrong, and how the sources portray
the triumvirate after the fact. Students will draw conclusions about this new empire using
the evidence.
APPENDICES:
1. Primary Sources (PSD4.1; PSD4.2; PSD4.3; PSD4.4; PSD4.5; PSD4.6; PSD4.7)
2. Black Line Masters (BLM4.1; BLM4.2; BLM4.3)

PLAN OF INSTRUCTION:
Step 1: Warm up (10 minutes)
Display an images of the statue “Augustus of Prima Porta,” and “Augustus Wearing a
Toga” side by side (PSD4.1 and PSD4.2). Using Visual Thinking Strategies, discuss with
the class the intention behind why these statues look the way they do, how they are
different, and what they could me. Things to draw their attention to include:
• The small statue of Cupid
• Toga versus armour
• Spear versus scroll
• Facial expressions
• Where would one display these?
The goal is to get them to make connections that these statues are about the same man
and that they have specific intentions. The teacher will then reveal who the statues are
and explain who Augustus was. The class will be told that the goal of this lesson is to
explore how one man led to the fall of the republic and the rise of an empire.
Step 2: Discussion (10 minutes)
Students will be introduced to the development of the Second triumvirate with a
worksheet. They will talk with the teacher and fill in blanks about the discussion as the
teacher lectures on the topic- see BLM4.1 for student activity sheet and BLM4.2 for
teacher notes on the topic.
Step 3: Guided Practice (10 minutes)
Students will be doing a group assignment where they will be unpacking primary sources
using a worksheet and laptops once again. The teacher will provide an example of
unpacking a written text using the Aeneid. Major points the teacher will point out:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

References to Cleopatra- as a snake
Foreshadows the success of Augustus in Rome
The text this source is found in is a propaganda piece
Makes Antony more of a foreigner- his army consisted of different cultures
God divinity involved in success of the battle
The explanation of the battle is short but it emphasizes that Antony and Cleopatra
abandoned their armies
Focuses on what Augusts did after the battle.

Step 5: Sharing / Discussing / Teaching (40 minutes)
Students can now get into groups and select two sources to do the activity on. They will
complete part one of the activity and after 30 minutes the teacher will get the classes
attention to go over the sources with the class briefly. The teacher will fill in information
and compile information on sources on the board in point form for students to refer to.
Step 6: Independent Activity (20 minutes)
The teacher will present the following question on the board, “How did Augustus pace
his wave to developing the Roman Empire? How did he and other people view his
accomplishment?” The teacher will debrief this two-part question where one part refers to
the lecture in class while the other refers to picking a source that was in class. The class
will have a brainstorm session before moving to independent work. Students will submit
their answer the next day.

Aids to move along the brainstorm:
o How was Augustus different from the other member’s of the triumvirate?
o How do the sources paint Augustus? Why do they paint him this way?
o How did Augustus pave his way- think of things he did?
o Draw students to the sources they just discussed in class.
Students will also add a new fact they learned to their knowledge sheet from the first
class and share this fact on the knowledge tree using a post-it note.
ASSESSMENT:
Students will submit a maximum page long reflection sheet in response to the question in
the independent activity portion of the lesson. It will gage how they understand the series
of events that led to Augustus rising as well as allows the teacher to assess their
comprehension of primary source evidence and how they reflect the
influence/consequence of the events discussed.

APPENDICES:
1. Primary Source Documents:
PSD4.1 – Statue of Augustus, Prima Porta, Vatican Museums17
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Augustus from Prima Porta, 1st century AD, Musei Vaticani Website,
http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/braccio-nuovo/Augusto-di-PrimaPorta.html.

PSD4.2 – Augustus Wearing a Toga18
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Augustus Wearing a Toga, 2nd Century. Museo Del Prado, Museo Nacional del Prado, 2015.
https://www.museodelprado.es/en/the-collection/art-work/augustus-wearing-a-toga/6383ff9e-8188-4cdbbfb3-17c839513c1d.

PSD4.3- Virgil’s Aeneid, 29-19 BCE19
Actium surveys the well-disputed prize;
Leucate’s wat’ry plain with foamy billows fries.
Young Caesar, on the stern, in armor bright,
Here leads the Romans and their gods to fight:
…..And o’er his head is hung the Julian sta.
Agrippa seconds him, with prosp’rous gales,
And, with propitious gods, his foes assails:
A naval crown, that binds his manly brows,
The Happy fortune of the fight foreshows.
Rang’d on the line oppos’d. Antonius brings
Barbarian aids, and troops of Eastern kings;
Th’ Arabians near, and Bactrians from afar,
And, rich in gaudy robes, amidst the strife,
His ill fate follows him- th’ Egyptian wife.
Moving they fight; with oars and forky prows…
Such is the fierce encounter of the fleet.
Fireballs thrown and pointed jay’lins fly;
The field of Neptune take a purple dye.
The queen herself, amidst the loud alarms,
With cymbals toss’d her fainting soldiers warmsFool as she was! Who had not yet divin’d
Her cruel fate, nor saw the snakes behind.
....This seen, Apollo, from his Actian height,
Pours down his arrows; at whose winged flight
the trembling Indians and Egyptians yield….
The fatal mistress hoists her silken sails,
And, shrinking from the fight, invokes the gales.
….In which [Nilus) wraps his queens, and hides the flying host.
The victor to the gods his thanks express’d,
And Rome, triumphant, with his presense bless’d.
Three hundred temples in the town he plac’d;
With spoils and altars ev’ry temple grac’d.
Three shining nights, and three succeeding days,
The field resound with shouts, the streets with praise.
…Drench’d in his gore, the destin’d sacrifice.
Great Caesar sits sublime upon his throne,
Before Apollo’s porch of Parian stone.
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Virgil, The Aeneid Book VIII, translated by John Dryden. Internet Classics Archives, 2009.
http://classics.mit.edu/Virgil/aeneid.8.viii.html.

PSD4.4- Plutarch’s Life of Mark Antony, ca. 100 AD20
When it had been decided to deliver a sea battle, Antony burned all the Egyptian
ships except sixty; but the largest and best, from those having three to those having ten
banks of oars, he manned, putting on board twenty thousand heavy-armed soldiers and
two thousand archers. It was on this occasion, we are told, that an infantry centurion, a
man who had fought many a battle for Antony and was covered with scars, burst into
laments as Antony was passing by, and said; "Imperator, why dost thou distrust these
wounds and this sword and put thy hopes in miserable logs of wood? Let Egyptians and
Phoenicians do their fighting at sea, but give us land, on which we are accustomed to
stand and either conquer our enemies or die." To this Antony made no reply, but merely
encouraged the man by a gesture and a look to be of good heart, and passed on. He had
no good hopes himself, since, when the masters of his ships wished to leave their sails
behind, he compelled them to put them on board and carry them, saying that not one
fugitive of the enemy should be allowed to make his escape.
During that day, then, and the three following days the sea was tossed up by a
strong wind and prevented the battle; but on the fifth, the weather becoming fine and the
sea calm, they came to an engagement. Antony had the right wing, with Publicola,
Coelius the left, and in the centre were Marcus Octavius and Marcus Insteius. Caesar
posted Agrippa on the left, and reserved the right wing for himself. Of the land forces,
that of Antony was commanded by Canidius, that of Caesar by Taurus, who drew them
up along the sea and remained quiet. As for the leaders themselves, Antony visited all his
ships in a row-boat, exhorting the soldiers, owing to the weight of their ships, to fight
without changing their position, as if they were on land; he also ordered the masters of
the ships to receive the attacks of the enemy as if their ships were lying quietly at anchor,
and to maintain their position at the mouth of the gulf, which was narrow and difficult.
Caesar, we are told, who had left his tent while it was still dark and was going round to
visit his ships, was met by a man driving an ass. Caesar asked the man his name, and he,
recognizing Caesar, replied: "My name is Prosper, and my ass's name is Victor."
Therefore, when Caesar afterwards decided the place with the beaks of ships, he set up
bronze figures of an ass and a man. After surveying the rest of his line of battle, he was
carried in a small boat to his right wing, and there was astonished to see the enemy lying
motionless in the narrows; indeed, their ships had the appearance of riding at anchor. For
a long time he was convinced that this was really the case, and kept his own ships at a
distance of about eight furlongs from the enemy. But it was now the sixth hour, and since
a wind was rising from the sea, the soldiers of Antony became impatient at the delay,
and, relying on the height and size of their own ships as making them unassailable, they
put their left wing in motion. When Caesar saw this he was delighted, and ordered his
right wing to row backwards, wishing to draw the enemy still farther out from the gulf
and the narrows, and then to surround them with his own agile vessels and come to close
quarters with ships which, owing to their great size and the smallness of their crews, were
slow and ineffective.
Though the struggle was beginning to be at close range, the ships did not ram or
crush one another at all, since Antony's, owing to their weight, had no impetus, which
20

Plutarchus, Lucius Mestrius. Life of Marc Antony, translated by Bernadotte Perrin. Cambridge: Harvard
University, 1923. http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Lives/home.html

chiefly gives effect to the blows of the beaks, while Caesar's not only avoided dashing
front to front against rough and hard bronze armour, but did not even venture to ram the
enemy's ships in the side. For their beaks would easily have been broken off by impact
against vessels constructed of huge square timbers fastened together with iron. The
struggle was therefore like a land battle; or, to speak more truly, like the storming of a
walled town. For three or four of Caesar's vessels were engaged at the same time about
one of Antony's, and the crews fought with wicker shields and spears and punting-poles
and fiery missiles; the soldiers of Antony also shot with catapults from wooden towers.
And now, as Agrippa was extending the left wing with a view to encircling the
enemy, Publicola was forced to advance against him, and so was separated from the
centre. The centre falling into confusion and engaging with Arruntius, although the seafight was still undecided and equally favourable to both sides, suddenly the sixty ships of
Cleopatra were seen hoisting their sails for flight and making off through the midst of the
combatants; for they had been posted in the rear of the large vessels, and threw them into
confusion as they plunged through. The enemy looked on with amazement, seeing that
they took advantage of the wind and made for Peloponnesus. Here, indeed, Antony made
it clear to all the world that he was swayed neither by the sentiments of a commander nor
of a brave man, nor even by his own, but, as someone in pleasantry said that the soul of
the lover dwells in another's body, he was dragged along by the woman as if he had
become incorporate with her and must go where she did.For no sooner did he see her ship
sailing off than he forgot everything else, betrayed and ran away from those who were
fighting and dying in his cause, got into a five-oared galley, where Alexas the Syrian and
Scellius were his only companions, and hastened after the woman who had already ruined
him and would make his ruin still more complete.
PSD4.5 - Cassius Dio’s Roman History, ca. 220 AD21
The battle was indecisive for a long time and neither antagonist could get the
upper hand anywhere, but the end came in the following way. Cleopatra, riding at anchor
behind the combatants, could not endure the long and anxious waiting until a decision
could be reached, but true to her nature as a woman and an Egyptian, she was tortured by
the agony of the long suspense and by the constant and fearful expectation of either
possible outcome, and so she suddenly turned to flight herself and raised the signal for
the others, her own subjects. And thus, when they straightway raised their sails and sped
out to sea, since a favouring wind had by chance arisen, Antony thought they were
fleeing, not at the bidding of Cleopatra, but through fear because they felt themselves
vanquished, and so he followed them. When this took place the rest of the soldiers
became both discouraged and confused, and wishing to make their own escape also in
some way or another, they proceeded, some to raise their sails and others to throw the
towers and the furnishings into the sea, in order to lighten the vessels and make good
their escape.
While they were occupied in this way their adversaries fell upon them; they had
not pursued the fugitives, because they themselves were without sails and were prepared
only for a naval battle, and there were many to fight against each ship, both from afar and
alongside. Therefore on both sides alike the conflict took on the greatest variety and was
waged with the utmost bitterness. For Caesar's men damaged the lower parts of the ships
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Dio, Cassius. The Roman History Chapter 50, translated by Earnest Cary. Cambridge: Harvard
University, 1914, 509. http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/e/roman/texts/cassius_dio/50*.html.

all around, crushed the oars, snapped off the rudders, and climbing on the decks, seized
hold of some of the foe and pulled them down, pushed off others, and fought with yet
others, since they were now equal to them in numbers; and Antony's men pushed their
assailants back with boathooks, cut them down with axes, hurled down upon them stones
and heavy missiles made ready for just this purpose, drove back those who tried to climb
up, and fought with those who came within reach.
An eye-witness of what took place might have compared it, likening small things
to great, to walled towns or else islands, many in number and close together, being
besieged from the sea. Thus the one party strove to scale the boats as they would the dry
land or a fortress, and eagerly brought to bear all the implements that have to do with
such an operation, and the others tried to repel them, devising every means that is
commonly used in such a case.
PSD4.6 - Suetonius’ The Twelve Caesars, 121 AD22
17 At last he broke off his alliance with Marcus Antonius, which was always doubtful
and uncertain, and with difficulty kept alive by various reconciliations; and the better to
show that his rival had fallen away from conduct becoming a citizen, he had the will
which Antony had left in Rome, naming his children by Cleopatra among his heirs,
opened and read before the people. But when Antony was declared a public enemy, he
sent back to him all his kinsfolk and friends, among others Gaius Sosius and Titus
Domitius, who were still consuls at the time. He also excused the community of Bononia
from joining in the rally of all Italy to his standards, since they had been from ancient
days dependents of the Antonii. Not long afterwards he won the sea-fight at Actium,
where the contest continued to so late an hour that the victor passed the night on
board. Having gone into winter quarters at Samos after Actium, he was disturbed by the
news of a mutiny of the troops that he had selected from every division of his army and
sent on to Brundisium after the victory, who demanded their rewards and discharge; and
on his way back to Italy he twice encountered storms at sea, first between the headlands
of the Peloponnesus and Aetolia, and again off the Ceraunian mountains. In both places a
part of his galleys were sunk, while the rigging of the ship in which he was sailing was
carried away and its rudder broken. He delayed at Brundisium only twenty-seven days —
just long enough to satisfy all the demands of the soldiers — and then went to Egypt by a
roundabout way through Asia and Syria, laid siege to Alexandria, where Antony had
taken refuge with Cleopatra, and soon took the city. Although Antony tried to make terms
at the eleventh hour, Augustus forced him to commit suicide, and viewed his corpse. He
greatly desired to save Cleopatra alive for his triumph, and even had Psylli brought to
her, to suck the poison from her wound, since it was thought that she had died from the
bite of an asp. He allowed them both the honour of burial, and in the same tomb, giving
orders that the mausoleum which they had begun should be finished. The young Antony,
the elder of Fulvia's two sons, he dragged from the image of the Deified Julius, to which
he had fled after many vain entreaties, and slew him. Caesarion, too, whom Cleopatra
fathered on Caesar, he overtook in his flight, brought back, and put to death. But he
spared the rest of the offspring of Antony and Cleopatra, and afterwards maintained and
reared them according to their several positions, as carefully as if they were his own kin.
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Suetonius. The Lives of Twelve Caesars, translated by J. C. Rolfe. Cambridge: Harvard University,
1907. http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/e/roman/texts/suetonius/12caesars/julius*.html,

About this time he had the sarcophagus and body of Alexander the Great brought forth
from its shrine, and after gazing on it, showed his respect by placing upon it a golden
crown and strewing it with flowers; and being then asked whether he wished to see the
tomb of the Ptolemies as well, he replied, "My wish was to see a king, not corpses." He
reduced Egypt to the form of a province, and then to make it more fruitful and better
adapted to supply the city with grain, he set his soldiers at work cleaning out all the
canals into which the Nile overflows, which in the course of many years had become
choked with mud. To extend the fame of his victory at Actium and perpetuate his
memory, he founded a city called Nicopolis near Actium, and provided for the
celebration of games there every five years; enlarged the ancient temple of Apollo; and
after adorning the site of the camp which he had occupied with naval trophies,
consecrated it to Neptune and Mars.

2. Black Line Masters:
BLM4.1 – Student notes for lesson

The Second
Triumvirate:
Augustus’s Rise to
Power
Marking the End of the Republic:
•

The second triumvirate came together after the assassination of Caesar in

_____ BCE and, unlike their predecessors, was _____________ as a
power in the Roman State (Lex Titia). The Second Triumvirate joined together in
43 BCE and the group comprised of:
o Marcus Antonius (_____________________) à roman
politician and supporter of Julius Caesar (served as one of Caesar’s

___________ during his campaign in Gaul)
o Marcus Aemilius Lepidus à a roman patrician and ally of
Caesar. He held the position of Pontifex Maximus
(________________________) during the triumvirate.
o Gaius Octavius (________________________)
à _________________ and adopted son of Julius Caesar. He
was the youngest of the members and had been studying for the military
when his uncle was killed.

First Acts as a Triumvirate:
•

One of the first things they did was put out a

________________ to kill anyone involved with the death of
Caesar; the motive behind this was not only vengeance but also need to

______________________—they would confiscate the deceased
property. Most notable victims were:
o Antony’s uncle (wasn’t killed but moved)
o Lepidus’ brother (wasn’t killed but imprisoned)

o Famous orator and Octavian’s mentor, __________ (hands chopped
off and beheaded)

•

_____________ remained in Rome to handle to proscriptions while
Antony and Octavian sought about _______________________
(men who engineered the assassination of Caesar). They battles against them were
in Philip in 42 BCE- both men would ultimately

_____________________ rather than submit to
the Triumvirate. The men of both armies joined Antony’s and
Octavian’s.

The Tensions Rise:
•

For the next 10 years, 42 BCE – 32 BCE the triumvirate
continued to control Rome but the group was also gradually
falling apart. Octavian and Antony

_____________________________ but they
try their best not to go to war with each other—Antony even
married __________________ to try and keep the
peace and prevent civil war.
•

Lepidus ___________ his place in the triumvirate when he attempted to
take control and _________________ in the triumvirate (he took
Sicily) and tried to negotiate with Octavian for control of Gaul that he felt should
be his. This was considered rebellious and Octavian fought Lepidus and

•

ultimately ____________ him in 36 BCE.
Antony had gone to the East to acquire land and met with

________________, the queen of Egypt, to make an alliance. He
eventually married her in an Egyptian fashion while he was still married to
Octavian’s sister.

•

The Triumvirate would break out into ______________ when Antony
officially _______________ Octavia in 32 BCE to be with Cleopatra.
Octavian saw this as the last straw and declared war on Antony.

BLM4.2 – Teacher Notes23
•

•

•

•

•

•
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Caesar’s assassination was plotted with the idea it would save the Roman
Republic (think about to Cicero). This new alliance developed as a result of a
need to avenge Caesar and bring to justice the conspirators who fled.
This new alliance consists of Marcus Antonius, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, and
Caesar’s grandnephew and adopted son, Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus
(Octavian). These were all men with prominence and on the surface they sounded
like a good alliance, but these men had personal issues with each other:
o Each of them believed they had a right to the government
o They did not get along:
o Antony blocked Octavian’s access to his step-father’s money
o Lepidus was given the status Chief Priest by Antony when it was suppose
to go to Octavian.
o Marc Antony had continuous conflicts with the Senate as he attempted to
take control of the government and Lepidus often supported Antony
o Octavian, despite his age, had control of the army and convinced senate to
give him consulship with his cousin. He also had a law enacted to allow
pursuit of conspirators.
One thing they all had in common was a connection to Caesar and they allied
together to form, with permission under Lex Titia in 43 BCE from the senate to
have similar power to a consul. They were tasked to restore the government that
once existed and had five years of this power.
Their first task was to hunt down the conspirators of Caesar’s assassination,
especially Brutus and Cassius. Unlike Caesar, there was little intention to pardon
anyone with 300 senators and over 2,000 Roman knights or equites.
o Much of the property of these conspirators was fed into the Rome
treasury.
o Some notable figures to face this the justice system that tested even the
triumvirate included Cicero who was a friend of Octavia, Antony’s uncle
(Lucius Julius Caesar), and Lepidus’ brother (Lucius Aemillius Lepidus
Paullus). Cicero was the only one killed but not because of direct
involvement but rather his attitude and rejected the first and second
triumvirates’ changes to the republic.
Despite the success of the triumvirate in metting out the deaths of those
responsible for Caesar’s death and the wealth they accumulated as a result, the
union of these three men could only go so far.
o Lepidus was kept out of the renewal of the triumvirate because of his
continued failure in battle that Octavian banished him. This meant the
‘republic’ (already a loose term) was divided between two men who
decided to divide the control between west (Octavian) and east (Antony).
Now, these men did not like each other on the best of days but with the
introduction of Cleopatra VII of Egypt, things went worse:
o After the death of Antony’s first wife Fulvia, he married Octavian’s sister
Octavia.

Wasson, Donald. “Second Triumvirate.” Ancient History Encyclopedia, Ancient History Encyclopedia
Limited, 2016. https://www.ancient.eu/Second_Triumvirate/.

•

•

o Antony became the lover of Cleopatra and believed that will her aid he
could gain complete control of Rome.
o Octavian was never fond of Cleopatra and he also believed Antony to be
under her influence. Octavian, having favour in the west, convinced the
senate to declare war on Cleopatra.
The final battle: Battle of Actium 31 BCE
o Antony planned to trap Octavian and his fleet at Actium (near Greece) but
there were flaws:
o Antony’s military experience was not in naval battle
o His men did not approve of Cleopatra- a foreigner to them
o And Octavian used these to his advance to develop a propaganda
campaign that questioned Antony’s character that focused on Cleopatra
has a bad influence. Antony’s men, despite the fact they outnumbered
Octavia had low morale and high desertion rates at the thought of fighting
Rome.
o The battle itself led to Cleopatra and Antony being trapped and supplies
became low. They left their men and each other to regroup and gain more
troops but that too failed (success of Octavian’s propaganda). Antony
would ultimately take his own life and Cleopatra, too, when she was
unsuccessful at negotiating.
Octavian returned to Rome a hero; he ended the civil war, filled the treasury
further with control of Egypt, and as a result the senate rewarded him with a new
title and a new name. He was Augustus (means illustrious one). It was no
immediately but Octavian was able to court the senate and gain control of Rome
incrementally from military to religious to political.
o Key thing he did: upheld the republican traditions of Rome and appeared
that he was not aspiring to dictatorship or monarchy.

BLM4.3 – Primary Source Investigation

The Battle of Actium: Evidence
For many people, the battle of Actium is a pinnacle moment in the narrative of
Augustus and the rise Roman Empire. Yet history is constructed from one of the
many narratives around these events. It is your task as a group to look at how different
sources paint this pinnacle event and what conclusions can you make. You will select one
written source and one image source to analyze with your group. Below are questions to
answer about your sources:
How does the author portray the battle?

What are three key instances you can draw on to make these conclusions?

