




Scholars Portal is the service arm of OCUL.

Scholars Portal was established in 2002 as a way to implement OCUL’s planning and 

direction.

We provide a wide variety of services to students, librarians, faculty and staff at OCUL 

member institutions.



● Content repositories – repositories of scholarly content such as books, journals, 

and datasets

● Member services – services for libraries and end users



ODESI is a data portal for researchers providing access to over 3500 

datasets for the social sciences

Ontario Data Documentation, Extraction Service and Infrastructure data 

portal,

The product of a unique partnership between university libraries, 

business, and government, ODESI improves access to data for 

researchers, teachers, and students. 



Queen’s University Library in collaboration with the Canadian Opinion Research 

Archive (CORA) and the Ontario Council of University Libraries (OCUL) is making 

CORA polling data freely available to the public via the Ontario Council of University 

Libraries’ <odesi>, Ontario Data Documentation, Extraction Service and 

Infrastructure data portal, a component of OCUL’s Scholars Portal suite of data 

resources and tools, as of December 1, 2017.

CORA data is available from the 1970s to the present, and tracks Canadian opinions 

over time on important topics such as Indigenous issues, healthcare, the 

environment, taxation, education, art and culture, satisfaction with government, and 

the most important problem facing Canadians.

Queen’s University Library (QUL) has partnered with CORA since its inception in 1992 

and CORA data has been discoverable through Scholars Portal <odesi> since 2010. 

Now researchers will also be able to analyse and download the data directly.

https://search1.odesi.ca/#/search/_term_term=CORA&type:0;&fromDate=Earliest&toDate=Present&refineColl_all:false&cora:false&icpsr:false&dlimf:false;&refineOdesi_all:false&statCaMicro:false&statCaAgg:false&pop:true&other:false;&addTerms@;&page:1


Contains both licenced and non-licenced (open) data.

-must log in through your university login





Overview of some of the features:

[Click] Dataverse is built with open-source software and allows users to share data 

openly

[Click] Dataverse has tools to allow users to visualize and explore data, to explore 

summaries and visualizations of variables within a dataset all within the web browser.

[Click] Dataverse supports the creation of custom terms of use and restrictions in 

order to control access to research data. It facilitates long-term access, persistent 

identifiers, and preservation by storing a backup copy for safekeeping.

[Click] By depositing in Dataverse, researchers can receive academic credit and 

recognition by making data more discoverable to the research community online. 

Users can collaborate in teams and track changes as Dataverse provides increased 

user control over managing changes to a project.

Today, I’ll talk in more detail about these features





Who is using SP Dataverse?

We recently released a Dataverse Usage Statistics Report covering 

2014-2017, which I provide links to in the slides.

Covers a number of factors, including the downloads over time, 

size of dataverses, the file types, subjects covered, and user 

affiliations.

As a broad overview, here are some figures at a glance (updated 

this week): we have over 70,000 downloads, 957 published 

datasets, 401 GB in terms of size and just under 1000 registered 

users.

//



Scholars Portal Dataverse and Harvard’s Dataverse have very 

similar disciplinary coverage . The majority of the datasets (just 

over 57%) fall under the social sciences, followed by earth and 

environmental sciences (11%), agricultural sciences (6%), arts and 

humanities (5%) and medicine, health and life sciences (5%). The 

other category (16%) is unpacked to show the other subjects, 

including business and management, computer and information 

science, engineering, law, etc. You can look at these statistics 

further by downloading our report.



At this point, you might be asking what is a Dataverse, what is a dataset?

A dataverse is a container for one or more datasets or dataverses. Researchers can 

create Dataverses for their own research data and projects and they can also directly 

deposit datasets within their Institutional dataverse. You can have as many 

dataverses within dataverses as you like!

A dataset is a container for research data set, which can include research data files, 

code, and documentation. Datasets have an associated metadata record, which 

provides contextual information about the dataset.

Dataverse accepts all kinds of data files, including tabular, text, image, etc. All file 

formats are accepted.





Includes images, tabular data files (spss, R, excel, csv), geospatial files, etc.

At present, maximum upload size is 2 GB per file. Working to address this limitation in 

future 

A dataset contains 3 levels of metadata

1. Citation Metadata - needed for generating a data citation and other general 

metadata that could be applied to any dataset. Compliant with DataCite, 

Dublin Core and DDI

2. Domain specific metadata - including social science and humanities 

(compliant with DDI and DC), astronomy and astrophysics, which can be 

mapped to VOResource Schema Format based on Virtual Observatory 

metadata), and life sciences (based on ISA-tab specification)

3. File-level metadata - varies based on file type



Versioning is important for long-term research data management where metadata and/or 

files are updated over time. It is used to track any metadata or file changes (e.g., by 

uploading a new file, changing file metadata, adding or editing metadata) once you have 

published your dataset.





In terms of licensing, you have control of how users can use your data. The default is 

CC0 public domain dedication, which facilitates reuse and extensibility of research 

data. Again, community norms expect that proper credit is given via citation.

You can also enter your own custom terms of use for your datasets with data usage 

agreement. In our user guide we have links to examples of these usage agreements.

You can restrict individual files in your dataset and have option to enter terms of 

access for the data. Users can request access to the restricted files.



Restricted Files + Ability to request access to restricted files

allow anyone, certain people, or no one to be able to download files

IP group based permissions, allows users from your institution to access the files and 

restricts others
Would you like to grant dataverse /study/data access permissions only to researchers at 

your institution? This can be

accomplished by using OCUL IP groups. These are able to identify users accessing 

Dataverse 4 items from a specific

IP range (e.g. while on campus at a particular institution).



Summary Statistics, and Analysis for Tabular Files


















