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London, Jan. 5, 1753.

Advertifement

1THE Defign of the following Essay

is to jhew the NcceJJity, the Cheap-

fiefs, and the eafy Manner of obtaining^

a good Militia /;/ this Kingdom, as

our ownproper andnatural Defence:—
To point oat the imminent Dangers

which may arife to any Country by keep-

ing up a Standing Army, without

havings at the fame Time, a fufficient

Tower to cor.troul and balance it \ and

to prove a good Militia to be fuch

Tower

:

—To efiablifh as a Truth never

to be departed from, That, (as his pre-

sent Majejly reigns more in the Hearis

of his Subjects than any of his Trede-

ceffors ever did) there can be no Danger
to the Proteftant Succeffion by puti

the Sword into the Hands of the Men of

Troperty j but the direB contrary

:

—To

inculcate the Advantages which would

arife, both to King ana Teople,from his

Majejly's making frequent "Progrejfes

among
ft them : — A . motifrate

that, as the Interefls ofthe Crown .

the Subject are // \[inifter

that

3.0



ii Advertifement.

thatw'ifhes weft to either ofthefe, can

cppofe the Eflablijhment of a well-re-

gulatedMiLiTiA.; fince it would be a

principal Means of extinguifJj'thg all

Tarty-Dijlinlfions , and thereby render

this Ration happy at Home and refpccl-

cd Abroad.

The Firft Edition of this little Tiece

was publifhed laft Spring ; and, though

wrote in great Hafte, and very inaccu-

rately printed, was fo well received by

fome publick-fpirited Gentlemen, as to

give Ri/e to a Motion in the H of

C , for bringing in a Bill to render

the Militia more ufeful; which was
ordered in accordingly* but, being near

the End of the SeJJion, could not then be

brought to Maturity. And the Author•,

being well inform*d that the fame laud-

able Attempt will be revivd in the ap-

proaching Sefficn, has thought proper to

publffb another Edition with fome ne-

ceffary Improvements; which, being fpe-

cified in the Title-Page, need no further

Mention.
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THE

COUNTERPOISE, &c

?*1§(**M"^HOUG H the Combating of deeply

3^C M rooted Opinions is an arduous Tafk,

O * c| my Love to my Country, my Af-

k¥«W^ feclion to his Majefty, and the Im-

portunity of Friends, have prompted

me to undertake to demonstrate the NeccfEty of

our having a Militia, and the Practicability of

having a good One, at a very fmall Expence ; the

Impoffibility of doing which is one of thofe recei-

ved Prejudices that prevails. If I am fo fortunate

as to fucceed, and, at the fame Time, to oblige

the Difinterefted and the Good, who are the only

Perfons I Study to pleafe, it will give me the higheft

Satisfaction ; nor do I need any other Apology or

Inducement : For to confute the Interested and the

Bad, who confider every Thing with a felfiSh

View, and thereby pervert the Senfe of every laud-

able Intention, is the Labour of Syfipbus, and there-

fore Shall not be mine.

A It
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It is a great Misfortune, that well-meaning

People are often feduced into falfe Opinions, palm-

ed upon them in Politics, as well as in other To-

pics, by crafty, defigning, and wicked Men, which*

with a little Examination, would eafily be detected

;

Nor do I know a more remarkable Inftance of this,

than in the prefent Cafe j which, though both im-

portant and obvious, is moft grofly miftaken. It

is affirmed, That it is incompatible with an Army

to have a good and well-governed Militia in

this Country. I know there have been many laud-

able Attempts for eftablifhing one, but my Bufi-

nefs at prefent is not to affign the Caufe of their

Mifcarriage, but to endeavour to confute the many

falfe Suggeftions that have been thrown out, in

order to obftruct fuch a Defign.

Many are of Opinion, that all hath been laid

upon the Subject of Standing Armies that can be

faid. This is another grofs Error ; for I know of

nothing that has been wrote upon the Danger of

them in regard to the Crown and Civil Magiftrate,

both which every prudent Man will think greatly

worthy of his Regard, as well as the Liberty of

the People ; for every good Member of the Com-
mon-wealth will confider the whole as well as each

Part ; Ut nequid capiat Detrlmenti Refpublica. I

fhall therefore confider it chiefly on the above

Slue.

rE fay, That a Standing Army is alone fuf-

f.cient for all Purpofes ; and that we rauft con-

ftantly have fuch an Army, to keep Pace with our

rival Power. This AfTertion is befr. anfwered by
the Example of that very Power, who hath a very

good Militia of two Kinds, confifting of 200

Re-
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Regiments, moftly for a Security and Balance to

its own great Army; otherwife the Grand Mo-
narch would not be very fafe on his Throne : In

this Refpedt. therefore the French act very poli-

tically.

A Standing Army, I admit, may be ufeful;

yet I don't think a very great one at all Times ne-

ceflary : Nor is it fafe for the Crown, the Civil

Magiftrate, or the People, to keep one at any

Time, without a Counterpoife ; for it is a very

good Servant, but an ill Matter.

Some there are who imagine that Standing Ar-

mies are our only Security; which is another great

Miftake. Mr. Moyk, Mr. Trenchard, and others,

indifcrirninately attempt to prove that Standing

Armies have been, and will be, the Ruin of the

Conftitution and Liberty of every free Country

that hath or will entertain them ; whereby they

have run into an Invective againft two Sorts of

Standing Armies. I am- of another Mind, and

fhould be glad to reconcile two fuch feemingly

contradictory Opinions. I flatter myfelf that this

may be eafily done, by taking the middle Way ;

for thefe Writers, being worked up by the Heat

of a warm Imagination, and' a Zeal for the Caufe

of Liberty, have miftaken the true State of the

Qvieftion, which is too commonly the Cafe in con-

troverfial Points ; and, by dating it too generally?

over/hot the Mark. I admit Standing Ar-

have ruined the Liberties of all Coun
that have had them, without a Counterpoife ; but

not thofe who have had them with one, which
cannot be but bv a

Army ma; fulA and, to-

eeth
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gether with a Militia, may make this as for-

midable a Nation as any in the World. And

furely this is a fufRcient Reafon for eftabliftiing fo

neceflary a Force, which will fecure our Liberties

to the lateft Pofterity, by eflablifhing the Proteftant

Succeflion, in the prefent Illuftrious Family, upon

the firmerr. Bafis ; muft be a Check to the Army,

by preventing its being diverted to the Purpofes of

bad Men, and ufed as a Screen from the Refent-

ment of an injured People : Arguments that can-

not be gainfaid by any but fuch as are given to

change their Principles (or at leaft their Profef-

f;ons) upon every Turn ; and have no Way of

ftiewing any Regard for their gracious Matter, but

by finking his and the Nation's Money into their

own Pockets.

The Dangers that may arife to the Crown and

Civil Power, from a forge Standing Army, are fo

numerous and manifefc, that it was certainly an

unpardonable Prefumption and Wantonnefs in our

former Minifters, to endeavour the Eitablifhment

of an Army ; when, at the fame Time, in order

to obtain it, they, by their Intrigues, did deprefs

that Force which ought to have been its Poife.

This fhews how little Regard and Weight the

Good of the Sovereign or the People have with

ambitious Minifters, when oppofed to their own
Security, which they have generally fought for in

a Standing Army, rather than gratify the repeated

Remonftrances of a deferving People againfr, one :

And, indeed, all fucceeding Minifters have pcr-

fifted, from the Reign of Charles the Second, in

the fame dangerous Meafure or hazarding the

Crown, and expofing the Ci/il Magifirate and the

Coun-
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o the Mercy of a Standing Army. But let the

Pretences for this Management be what they will,

it is as unwife and dangerous a Meafure, in refpect

to the King and the Civil Power, as a Perfon's

thrufting his Head into the Mouth of a Lion, to

know if he would bite it off, or not.

Gentlemen*, perhaps, may fa}', That no

Hurt can happen at prefent from a Standing Army,

either to his Majefty or the Civil Magistrate, con-

fidering the Hands the Army is in, and the Ability

and Integrity of Perfons at the Helm. This, I

think, may be granted ; but it is when a good

Prince is on the Throne, that prudent Statesmen

fhould provide for all probable Contingencies, and

not defer our Security till the Day of Trial comes,

when the Power may be in other Hands. It ii

further urged, That no Danger can arife to the

Conftitution from a Standing Army, becaufe it is

voted from Year to Tear, and paid by Parliament

(though every one knows how that Matter is ma-
naged) : In Anfwer to which it is a Fact not to be

difputed, That Fairfax's, Cromwell's, and Monk's

Armies were votedfrom Month to Month, and paid

by a Set of Men who called tkemfehes a Parlla-

t ; and yet they turned their own Paymasters

out of Doors, and pulled down and fet up ten dif-

ferent Sorts of Government in a fhort Time.

Our remakr.ble Misfortunes in 1 745, are furely

too recent to be forgot. Had out Militia been
on a good Footing at fo critical a Time, we mould
not have been obliged to ha J into fo ma-

expenfive .
. ms : And as the Want of a

good Militia then might have proved fatal, I

think it abfolutcly neceflary for the Sa sty of the

N;



C 6 ]

Nation, that one, properly trained, fhould be c-

ftablimed as foon as poflible j for what Good can

an unexercifed Militia do, fuch as of late hath

been raifed on Emergencies, and marched out in

fuch Hafte that they have fuffered greatly by the

Arts of undermining and felf-interefted Perfons,

who took every Opportunity of mifreprefenting

their Behaviour ; when, in Fact, they could not

be called a Militia, but a Mob.

I will venture to affert, That whoever has

the Management of the Army, unlefs the Nation

have a proper Militia at the fame Time, the

Crown and Civil Magiftrate are fo far from being

fafe, that they will only have the Favour granted

by Polyphemus to Vlyjfes^ of being laft devoured.

We have too many Inftances of wild Beafts de-

vouring their Keepers, not to guard ourfelves with

the utmoft Circumfpeclion. And what is more

like wild Beafts than a Military Force, feparated

from the People j for, like them, the Execution of

their Projects are fudden and irrefiftible ? What
then mult become of the Sheep when the Wolves

are Shepherds, and without Controul ? Seek there-

fore your Security by a Militia ; for no Power, if

ever fo right an Ufe is made of it, can be the worfe

for being bounded, as the beft may abufe it when

there is no Counterpoife. On this Head I intirely

agree with a worthy Countryman ofours, and beg

Leave to repeat his Words : ' That a Militia is

* not only expedient, but necefTary, to our continu-

6 ingafree People. All fenfible Politicians muft al-

* low that Power and Force are convertible Terms

;

' and tho' it be true that there is a Difference, and

wide Difference, between Force and Right,

ye*
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« yet Right cannot long fubfift unfupported by

' Force. All the free Governments that have

< hitherto made a Figure in the World, have been

« maintained in Poffeflion of fuch Freedom by

6 Militias ; and whenever they have been de-

c prived of this Kind of Force, by adopting a

c Standing Army in Lieu of it, their Liberties

* have quickly departed from them.'

Machiavel alfo proves, that every free State

muft inevitably be fubverted whofe Military Powers

are not compofed of the Parts th at conftitute the

Civil ; and illuftrates it by many Examples, both

antient and modern, in many Parts of his Politics*

And muft we, who boaft of being a free People,

after being fo ftrongly cautioned by this great

Mafler in the Art of Government, truft his Ma-
jefty's Safety, and that of our Laws and Liberties,

to the Difcretion of an Army, when we have fo

eafy a Method to prefervc both, by eftablifhing a

good Militia ?

The following Examples will abundantly fhew
the Necefiity of our having what I contend for,

as much for the Safety of the Crown and Civil

Magiftrate, as for the People, who are in perpe-

tual Danger from a Standing Army when no ade-

quate Force can be oppofed to it.

The firft Inftance I fhall mention is the frequent

Depofitions and Difturbances in the Turkijh Em-
pire, which are folely occafioned by the Tuibu-
lency of the Janiflaries, who, tho' only a Body
of about Twelve Thoufand Men in the Capital,

are yet able to give Law to that vaft Empire.

This ought to be a very alarming Circumftar.ee to

Mo-
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Monarchs who keep a Standing Army without a

Militia ; for as their mutinous Difpofition arifes>

in a great Meafure, from the Want of a Counter-

poife, it is not in the Power even of their Vizirs t»

appeafe them, or put a Stop to their ExcelTes.

Thus the Grand Signor himfelf is in perpetual

Danger, tho' they pretend to revere him even to

Adoration. And if a Titrkifo Standing Army,
who are fo ftri&ly bound, both by their Religious

and Civil Laws, implicitly to obey their Superiors,

will thus bid Defiance to all Authority, what can

we expect from our Soldiers, who pay fo little

Regard to any Laws whatever ?

The Mamalukes of /Egypt were under the fame

Subjection to their Sultans as the JanifTaries are to

£A theirs ; but the Want of a neceffary Check has in-

flated them to numberlefs Outrages againft their

Princes, which at laft paved the Way for an en-

tire Conqueft of their Country by the Turis.

This is another ftrong Inftance of the Danger of

a Standing Army uncontroled.

The famous Kouli-Kban y tho' the General of

his Army, was depofed and murdered by his own

Guards, who durft not have done it had there

been fufficient Power in their Government to call

them to Account for fo daring an Action.

The Roman Emperors fo dreadfully experienced

the fame Sort of Scourge, that it is furprizing fu-

ture Princes fhould attempt to eftabliih fo great an

Evil, efpecially in Britain.

It appears from the Roman Hiftory, that tho*

many of theic Emperors were great Generals, yet

the

j
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they were intirely at the Mercy of the Prsetorian

Bands,, who were often inftigated to the moft fla-

grant Ads of Rebellion, by the Machinations of

their Officers, and fometimes meerly for the Sake

of Plunder. This cannot fail of awakening the

Jealoufy of thofe Princes who have a large Stand-

ing Force, if they will but confider, that this muti-

nous Difpofition in the Roman Soldiery was moftly

turned againft themfelves. Another great Caufe of

the Roman Emperors being fo often murdered, was

owing to their difarming the People, and to their

having difpoffefled them of their Properties and

Liberties, (the only Ties that will induce Perlbns

to fight for their Governors) and trufting them-

felves intirely to their Mercenaries ; for thofe law-

lefs Men, knowing there was no Force nor In-

clination in the People to oppofe them, not only

facrificed their Sovereign, but all whom they fu-

fpected to be attached to the murdered Prince, or

his Minifters. It is likewife neceffary to obferve

here, that we may be liable to the fame Fate, if

no effectual Remedy is applied to prevent it.

The Force which brought about the above -

mentioned Events was very inconfiderable, com-

pared to the vaft Extent of thofe Empires ; the

Number of Troops employed for that Purpofe in

the firft, not exceeding twelve Thoufand, and in

the other, not above eight Thoufand. And, in-

deed, it is perfectly amazing that fo fmall a Num-
ber fliould be able to deftroy fixtcen Roman Em-
perors out of twenty-fix, befides their Miniiters,

Favourites, and often the Officers of their own
.Body, who, it might be expected, would have

been able not only to preferve themfelves but their

B Ma-
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Mailers. The common People feldom lufFcred ;

for, as they had but little to lole, the Storm chiefly

fell upon the Rich and Affluent, the Civil Magi-

strates and the Grandees ; for the common People

were already enflaved and overburthened as much

as the Afs in the Fable ; who would not, when

urged by his Mailer that the Enemy was at hand,

ilir a Foot further. He faid, c The changing of

* Mailers was a Matter of Indifference to him, it

' being impoiftble he could be worfe if the D 1

' became his next Mailer.'

The Carthdginians alfo had Standing Armies,

vvho, fomctimes, turned their Arms againft their

Mailers, and actually attempted to fack and plun-

der the City. This they would have certainly

fucceeded in, had they not been bravely repulfed

by the Citizens and Militia, who refifled them

with great Courage and Firmnefs -, and, by that

Means, preferved their Country from falling a

Prey to the moil cruel of all Enemies, a rebellious

Standing Army. This being a very narrow Efcape,

plainly proves the Neceiiity of a Counterpoifc to

fuch an Armv.
J

Russia will furniih us with a recent Inftance of

the Danger of a Standing Army; where the prefenf.

Czarina had the Addrefs, with the AiTiilancc of

the Guards, not only to fet afide the young Prince,

and totally overturn the Plan laid down for his

Government, but likewife fix herfelf upon the

Throne. Such Revolutions may happen in every

Country where there is a Standing Artny without a

Counterpoifi, therefore let us carefully guard againft

it, by having one.

It
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If, in future Ages, an infant King, a

Minifter, and an ambitious Commander of the

Brltifi Forces, arife at the Tame Time, what have

we not to fear ? Will not the General fet at De-

fiance the Civil Magiftrate and the Minifter too if

he be honeft ? Will not the General grafp the

Management of Affairs and fill all Places cf Truft

with his own Creatures and Dependants ? If this

i ifputed, will not the Legions authenticate the

General's Determinations I This hath often hap-

pened in other Countries, and may very poilibly be

fometime the Cafe here, if we do not provide a-

gainft fuch Accidents, by a regular Militia.

Cromwell, who raifed himfelf to be General

of the Parliamentary Army, by a very artful Ma-
nagement of the Forces under his Command, to-

tally overturned the Conftitution of his Count;;,

,

ufurped the Management of all public Affairs, and

fet at Defiance thofe very Perfons who had con-

ferred the Authority upon him. And it ought to

be remembered, that he performed all this with a

much more religious Army than we have ever had

fin,ce his Time, paid by a Houfe of Co- ns that

was not a Penfioaary cue.

Monk, who fuccceded Cromwell in the Army,

copied after him as clofely as poflible ; and decei-

ved both the Parliament and the Protector Richard

his Mafter, by placing King Charles the Second

on the Throne, notwithstanding his repeated pub*

lie Declarations, Vows, .;nd Proteftatiens to the

contrary.

As the above Examples (hew the Power anc\

I atitude of Generals with Standing Armies, and

8 1 tha^
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that they have often depofed and murdered their

Sovereigns, and overturned the Governments they

were hired to defend : What Reafon can be affign'd

why we have not a good Militia, by way of

Counterpoife, to prevent thefe Mifchicfs from hap-

pening here ?

Tho' the numberlefs Inftances of the Diftrefs

ofCountries in general, from Standing Armies, have

been fo largely treated of by others, I muft beg

Leave to dwell a little upon the Danger that may
arife to the People of our Metropolis, and other

rich trading Towns, from their Wealth being in

the Power, and lying at the Mercy, of a Soldiery.

When we Connder the Treafures in the Bank,

(more immenfe than the Opulence of Didius, who
from the Regular Troops of thofe Days purchafed

the Ro?nan Empire) and alfo the vaft Treafure in

the Hands of private Bankers, Goldfmiths, and

Jewellers ; and the ineftimable Riches of all Sorts

.lodged in our Cities and Towns, which are intirely

Dcfencelefs, being unprovided with any Sort of

fortifications
; muft it not alarm us to think, that

fuch accumulated Wealth mould lie at the Difcre-

tion of any Power that is poilefled of the Sword,

whether Foreign or Domeftic ? And muft not a

Militia be therefore more defirable ? AMilitia
of Men of Property, at all Events, is much more
fcfe and eligible than to rely upon the Honour of

a Soldiery, though ever fohoneftor feif-denying

;

and n we were to judge of ours by what we read

m the Seflions Papers, they feem not to be the bell

Bankers in the World. A Militia will be a

Security on the one Hand, and a Content-

ment
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ment on the other, to the monicd People ; it may

alfo aflift the Army in defending the Realm, and

be a Strengthening to the Civil Power, by affifting

the better Execution of the Laws. The Gentry*

as well as the inferior People, by engaging in it,

may render the Difpofition of the Nation more

martial and virtuous ; which, without warlike

Exercifes and other Incitements to Military Ar-

dour in our Youth, may, in Time, link us into

the Effeminacy of the Chinefe ; and this Infection

may even fpread to the Army itfelf. Cowardice

and Pufillanimity will be creeping upon us ; out-

Nobility and Gentry will degenerate into Game-

iters and Sharpers. This Corruption of Manners

will Aide from one to another, till we are become

univerfally defpicable ; the Confequence and Ef-

fect of the prevailing Notion, That an Army is

Jblely to be relied upon, and that our Defence is

no Body's Bufinefs who is not paid for it.

The Effect of this Doctrine, That a Mercenary

Army is folely to be relied on, and is the moft

proper Defence for this Country, was too apparent

in the lad War, not to be taken Notice of, when

the Pufillanimity of feme Sort of People certainly

had extended itfelf to the Army ; and, if not cor-

rected, will increafe 'till it become general, and

render us an eafy and acceptaole Prey to the firft

Invader ; as was the Cafe in anticnt Times, when

fhe Standing Army of the Romans was taken away,

which the People had been fo long in Subjection

to, and trufted to for their Defence, infomuch

that they had loft the Ufe of Anns ; and were, by

that, expofed to the Ravages and Conquefts of the

CaledompiUi Pitfs, and Saxons : And fuch Cala-

mities
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mities we may expect again, unlefs fome Remedy
be provided for preventing them, which can hardlt

be done but by a Militia.

When the Lacedemonians confulted the Oracle

about making their Metropolis impregnable, the

Anfwer was, Have a Wall of Bones. Let us fol-

low the fame Counfel by raifing, at a fmall Ex-

pence, a well-difciplined Militia ; which may,

without the leaft Difficulty, be done in this Coun-

try, as fhall hereafter be demonftrated. The
Spartans, purfuing the Advice of the Oracle, ren-

dered their Government uniform and of a Piece,

by making the conftituent Parts of the Civil State,

the conftituent Parts of the Army. Their Kings

headed them as Generals, the Helotes ferved as

common Men, and the Senators and Epborl were

appointed their Officers. By thefe Means their

Government became firm and uniform, their State

produced the mod virtuous and valiant People the

World ever faw, and their Alliance and Protec-

tion was courted by the mo ft powerful Princes of

thofe Times ; infomuch that no Enemy durft ap-

pear on the Banks of the Eurotas for many Cen-

turies. My Opinion is, that the fame Caufes may

any where produce the fame Effects, Inftances of

which are numerous : Let us therefore, as near as

poffible, imitate them, by eftablifhir.g a Militia;

which is the moft EfTential and Important Means

of attaining to the Spartan Bravery and Virtue ; the

Want of which is fo greatly felt, and fo juftly re-

gretted, here. Nor can we long continue with-

out a Militia, unlefs we choofe to endanger our

Property. Let us efhbiifh, therefore, fuch a

.

'

I] •. e our MlLITAR r

Skill,
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Skill, and enable us to preferve the Treafure of

which we are now poffefled ; which alfo will make

us formidable in Arms, and fhine with the Luftre

of unenflaved Britons. This Eud can never be

obtained by an Army detached and fet apart from

the People ; it muft be by a Militia of Men at*

Property ; which, added to our Standing Forces,

would ftrike Terror into our Enemies, and re-

double our Influence in foreign Affairs.

We fhould then have our juft Demands granted

without afking twice for them ; and prevent vaft

Sums from being lavifhed away in tedious Conven-

tions, Negotiations, or Subfidiilngs, of any Kind ;

we fhould then command, where we now, in a

iubmillive Manner, truckle for our juft Rights
;

we fhould foon make the Figure in Europe, we did

in the Days Qf Elizabeth and Cromwell \ Britain

would then maintain her Dignity ; we fhould then

refume our priftine Weight, lb much impaired by

continuing the bad Policy impofed upon us by

Charles II. who, in order to fet up a Standing Ar-

my, to abet his favourite Paffion for Arbitrary

Power, did, at the fame Time, by clandeftine

Methods, deprefs the Militia ; which has, at

length, reduced us to this poor and pitiful Con-

dition, of fneaking to every diminutive Power in

Europe.

King "James, following the Example of his

Brother's Conduct and falfe Politics, continued to

opprefs theMiLiTiA, intircly relying on the Stand-

ing Army, and difregarding the Rcmonftranccs

of the People j his Army, as he deferved, deferted

him; and he was ruined j which may it ever be the

Cafe
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Cafe as often as a Prince places his Confidence in

his Army, and not in his People ! But if

King James, inftead of culling out the Officers, one

by one, which explained his Intent, had cafhiered

them at once, he had then poflibly carried his

Point. Should not this be a Warning to us to do

our Part now when we have an Opportunity, for

we cannot always expect fuch miraculous Deliver-

ances ?

King William-, fenfible of the' above bad Po-

licy, had the Militia muttered and trained, and

brought it to great Perfection : Pie had Acts of

Parliament for. marching them, repeated ten dif-

ferent Times in his fliort Reign, which enabled

him to carry all his Standing Forces into Flanders :

(What a Security and Saving would it have been .

in the Year 1 745, for us to have had fuch a Mi-
litia ?) But, to our great Detriment, the finifter

Views of Statefmen, without Regard to the Public

Good, or Safety of the Nation, revived, under

Queen Anne, the fame bad Politics that prevailed

in King James's Reign.

What Pleafure then muft it be to the beft of

Princes, eminently bleft with every Virtue, to re-

ftore that Military Power to the People, fo much-

approved in the Days of William III. when at the

fame Time, he renews almoft the fame Kind of

Laws here, under which his illuftrious Saxon An-

cestors fo long flourifhed ; and of which, till they

were fubverted, this Nation, chiefly of Saxon Ori-

ginal, did fo many Ages feel the good Effects ?

it Renown muft it add to fuch a Prince, to re-

eflal
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eftablifh a Form of Military Power, fo adapted to

the Public Welfare and Security ?

Machiavel and other political Writers agree,

as I have before obferved, That no Government

can long exift, unlefs, in a great Meafuic, the Mi-

litary Eftablifhment is conilituted of the Parts

which compofe the Civil : This would be almoft

the very Cafe here ; for the returning to our old

Saxon Laws is, in Effect, the Thing propofed, by

only reviving the Laws of our Militia. This

will indear the Sovereign to the People, who fpring

from the fame Saxon Root, and have imprinted in

their Minds that noble Speech of his illuftrious

Father, wherein he avowed, That the Sovereign's

Glory was infeparable from the Liberties of the

People ; and the Glory of a Britifh Sovereign was

that he did rule over a free People : And added, If

any Provifion was wanting to improve it, he ivouldy

with Pleafvre, contribute to the procuring it all t

lay in bis Power. To the Completion of this good

Defign nothing can be more conducive than a

Militia ; which would at the fame Time be a

Means of fecuring the Liberties of the People,

and of attaching the People more firmly to his

Majefty ; who, by reftoring the Militia, would

become Commander in Chief of all his Subjects :

He then would animate and win People of all

Degrees, having the Nobles and Gentlemen for

his Officers, the Yeomen, Hufbandmen, and Ar-

tificers for his Soldiers. And thus would the Na-
tion be univerfally inlpired with true Courage and

Magnanimity.

C
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Being animated by the Prefence of him, vvhofe

Bravery at Oudenarde and Dettingen was remark-

ably tranfcendent, they then would apply them-

felves to Military Exercifes with the fame Alacri-

ty as they follow the Chace, when urged by the

Emulation of Competitors, they dare a Five-barr'd

Gate. They then would vye in Arms, in Accou-

trements, in Horfes, and in Emulation who fhould

obferve Military Difcipline the beft. This they

would do, inftcad of wandering over the Globe,

in queft of Adventures for want of fomething to

do at Home. This would be making Perfons of

Fortune ufeful to the State. This would be true

Policy, and worthy of a Solon or a Lycurgus : And

why not of a Britijh Legiflature ? This would

more unite his Majefty and the People than all

the Schemes of modern Politicians : There would

be then no Complaints of Disaffection in the

People, nor of their Contempt of the Laws. This

would produce the moft happy Effects, and con-

firm and ftrengthen, reciprocally, the Harmony
betwixt the Prince and his People, whofe Interefts

are one and the fame ; fo as to defeat all the clan-

deftine Attempts of artful Men againft it, Men
whofe private Intereft is to divide them. The En-

gli/h Gentlemen would then have an Opportunity

of confuting the received falfe Opinion of their

being too effeminate for Arms ; whereas in Fact

they have of late had no proper Opportunity of

fhewing their Prowefs, the Army being fo fet a«

part from the reft of the Society, as if that Trade

and Myfrery was not to be taught but to thofe

who are bound for Life. Thus, according to the

pfefent Situation of the Armv, Gentlemen of Fa-

mily and Fortune, who arc willing to ferve as

Volun-
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Volunteers, without putting their Country to Ex-

pence by receiving Pay, cannot, if inclined, enter

into the Service, as proper and ftated Quarters and

Pofts are not appointed for them. This is an

egregious Error in fome Part of our Military Ma-
nagement, and wants Amendment. To fay that

Gentlemen may buy into the Army i s not fuffi-

cientj and fome new Regulations muft certainly

be made, if we have not a Militia.

Instances of the good Behaviour of Mili-

tia's are numberlefs; but wc fhall content our-

felves with citing fome of the moil remarkable in

Foreign Countries; and then point out others in

our own. And, firft, for Inftances of this Sort

from abroad :

John Sobie/ki, King of Poland, raifed the Siege

of Vienna ( a moft Gallant Action ) againft the

Turkijh Army, con ailing of Janiflaries and other

Regulars. The Poles were moft of them only

Militia ; to this glorious Victory the moft Illu-

ftrious Prince, King George I. did gallantly and

greatly contribute.

The Genoefe Citizens, in the laft War, expel-

led the Victorious Aujlrian Regulars out of their

, and the Geticcfe Regulars were beat in their

Turn, in Corfica, by the Militia of that Ifland.

The Army of the Imperial Queen, which did

her mod real Service, and \ Jiief Protec-

tion and Safeguard, compofed of Hungarians,

Pandours, and Croats, moft all of them

Militia, and did I \t Prague and

in B
C



The Swifs Militia beat and ruined the Great

and Victorious Duke of Burgundy, at the Head of

Regular Armies, and kill'd, in one of the Battles,

Twenty Thoufand Men ; nor have the French or

Aujlrians dared to moleftthem fince : In Memory
of this Action their Sculls are ftill preferved by

the Swifs, who fhewthemto Travellers. If fuch

an Inferior State can thus nobly defend itfelf by its

Militia, againft the Attacks of fuch mighty

Powers as funound them, Why may not more be

expected from a Britijh Militia r Since we re-

sard Britain as the Riv.d of France, we fhouldo
keep Pace, at leail, with her by a Militia ; for

jt is the only Counterpoifc againft her, that we

need have Refort to, or can rely on.

As to the Subfidizing of Foreign Powers, or en-

larging our Army to that Extent by Mercenaries,

the Charge cannot be borne by us in our Circum-

flances : The State of the Swiff', as above-men-

tioned, is therefore the Cafe in Point ; for they

were naturally poor, wc are artificially made fo ;

therefore a cheap Defence is as neceflary for us as

for them.

As to the ftrft : Suppofc we could bribe Foreign

Powers, they are not to be relied on ; for they

may be at War themfelves at the Time we want

their Affiftance,. and can't help us if they would :

!'>"( I fufpect they never will cordially affift us; it

being the private Intereft of molt States who are in

us to wifh I!) to our Affairs, being

' in Trade, and jealous of us. For In-

ftance: In the Year 1745, when a Fn
Landing s&edcve Moment, andwhjch
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had certainly happened then, but for an extraordi-

nary Means ufed which prevented it, were not

Troops lent us, at that critical Time, which

could not act againlt the French ? Can any Man
fay this was not forefeen ; and if it was, ought fuch

Friends or fuch Forces to be relied on again for

our Security I

The Swifs, in a much worfe Situation than

we, when they firft eftabliihed their Militia,

took to their Arms, not to their Panics ; nor

thought of fubhdizing the neighbouring States for

Defence againft their Enemies : They inftituted

their Militia, which has abundantly anfwered

their Purpofe of Defence, and of enriching them-

felves by it at the fame Time ; it was trained and

exercifed on Sundays, at the Time that Sports and

Paftimes ufually begin. Military Exercifes foon

had the Preference of them ; for, Lnftead of report-

ing to anAle-houfe, or mifpending their Time in

idle Amufements, martial Exercifes became the

Pleafure and Delight of that People ; and will do

fo in every Country, with propel I lent.

They have no compulfi ry Law tool ige them to

exercife at prefent, as they had at firll:, nor have

Occafion for any ; the People, being io well con-

vinced of the Superiority of Arms to all other Ex-
ercifes by way ofDiverhon, and of the Manlinefs,

and Utility thereof, foon did it voluntarily, by

which Means their Militia became excellent.

The Swifs were then fought for, to be Soldiers,

by molt Nations in Europe-, and have behaved well

in every Battle they h.r d in.
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Sparta, as well as Sivijferland, is alio an Inltance

of the Succefs one may expecl: from the Military

Power being in the Hands of People of Property in

their Country, and of the Probability and Facility

of having fuch a Military Force here. The above

States, upon Account of their Smallnefs, were ob-

liged to arm every Man. In this Country there

need not be trained above One in Twenty > and

lurely the warmeft Bigot and Advocate for Bribery

and Corruption, the higheft Declaimer againfr.

public Spirit, the moft inveterate Enemy to his

Country, and to a Militia, will allow us, at

leaft, one Man in twenty yet left, that hath not

howed the Knee to Baal, but will, upon Choice,

both ferve his Country, and fight for it too. This

Country may have twenty-two Militia-Men for

the Wages of one Regular ; though they fhould

not be exercifed on Holidays, and were even to

be paid every Time they were under Arms. And

although it may be objected, That fuch Exercifing,

as is propofed, does not finifh the Men in all the

Martinetfhip and Monkery of a Mercenary Army,

yet it will teach them to jiand, which is a Difci-

pline our Moderns do not always inftruct the Sol-

diers in ; and it will enable them to do any Thing

that an Army of Regulars, or any other Men,

dare to do, but one ; and that is, To run away.

Their being formed into a Militia will em-

body them, and train them ; and, when they are

really wanted, there will be Time to drefs and

complete them, let the Occafion be ever fo pref-

And being freih young Men, they will im-

prove every Day ; but Veterans, practifed in eve-

iking from their Duty, which they

look
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look upon as an Kardfhip, rnuft grow worfe and

worfe j bcin g perfect Makers of Frugality in Sol-

diers Cloatbing, in the Lifts of Non-Ej?}Slives> in

Ammunition, in Forage, in Half-Pay, in Annuities,

and other endlefs Cravings, not to be borne by a

Nation in our Circumitances : And what adds

more Weight to all thefe heavy Burthens is, That

in any Service the Nation wants Executing, be it ever

fo inconfiderable, and tho' fought for by hundreds

to be executed at a prefent Salary only, whilft th<r

Work is doing, and then to be difmifled ; vet, ac-

cording to our prefent frugal Syftem, when an £m
ployment is once conferred on any Individual, fiich

is our Bane, he muft be pinned upon the Public ever

after. But the Men of Property will never be

anxious about thefe Things. And, that they may
eafily be gained to come into a Militia, I appeal

to what an Honourable General did in 1 745 ; who,

with a Noblenefs of Mind, diverted of all felfifh

Views, raifed that Spirit amongft them in one

Part of the Kingdom, that foon extended itfelf o-

ver the reft ; fo as to bring about, at that critical

Time, the Forming them into Companies and.

Regiments. And if they had not been check'd by

Intrigues, they might have been of excellent Ser

vice.

Sorrv I am to fay it, that the Great Perl

that did fo, (and whole Encouraging of Volunt<

was imputed to him by fume as criminal) ha;'.

the moft grateful Return : He en!;

by making them fly from their

and how much better they wou)

they had been embodied

ready, anv one n
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Lord Bacon fays, Militias are the beft Force

for Defence of a Country ; and all Perfons who
have duly confidered this Matter muft agree with

him, if they will recollect themfelves. In that

Service they have always beaten Mercenaries three

Battles out of four, whenever they have engaged.

Is it not then a Farce for any Government to

trull the Security of the Country in the Hands of a

Mercenary Army only, when the Expence of fuch

Troops is dearer in that Country than in any o-

ther ; and at the fame Time they may have a Force

in that Country, of another Kind, better • than

any Regular Army, as cheap as in any Part of the

World ; and muft not fuch a Country wage War
upon very unequal Terms ?

That a Militia is mod eafily raifed in a

rich populous Kingdom, whofe Riches and Num-
bers are the Confequence of Induftry, I think,

cannot be denied ; for a poor Country, thinly in-

habited, cannot fpare a fufficient Number from

Agriculture. Training will be eafier done where

the People live near one another, becaufe they may

meet more readily to be exercifed ; and that the

People of a rich Country will behave beft is moft

certain, having more to lofe. We have Riches,

Property, and Liberty united ; confequently, in

maintaining them, when we are formed into aMi-

litia, we mail 'be keener to refift any Army of

Invaders.

It is faid, The People of this Country are fo

effeminated by Luxury, as to be averfe to Arms,

confequently, not likely to enter into a Militia.

This can only be confined to a very few who are

rich,
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rich, which fome Perfons infinuate, and would glad-

ly have believed, of the whole, for Regions pretty

obvious. I aflert that the Sw^ght of thole which

acquire the Wealth, and of which the Militia arc

to be compofed, are quite the Reverie ; they are at

prefent more fit for SolJierj than any taken from a

Jazy, indolent People ever were. Johnfon's Regi-

ment, who performed fo well at the Battle of Dct-

tPigCJj moftly raw Men, were taken from the

Clothiers of Yorkjirire. The Source of the Riches of

this Country is the Surplus of our Labour that we can-

not confume, fo export; and this is all any Country

hath to trade withall. As we excel in Riches, thefe

muft be acquired by the Indultry of Individuals; and

thofe People muft make the beft Soldiers, whofc

Wealth is not got, like the Perfians and Rcm..ns,

from the Plunder of Provinces ; which being fo ac-

quired, did, at length, render them flothful, idle, a d

effeminate, preying folely on the Labour ofo-hcrs.

This emafculated them, and rendered them like cer-

tain MiddUmen : All thefe I give up, and grant to be

as flavifh and indolent a Race as they themfelves wouid

have others thought to be, ignavum Pecus^ and un-

fit for any Service but Corruption. The former, Who,

bv their Manner of Life, are the molt inured to La-

bour and Hardfhip, I affirm are mofl fit for Arm?,

and Fatigue, the Authority of Horace is in Poi;;f.

See his Dclifia major urn.

Rujiicorum mufcula Mil'iium proles.

The Army alio tacitly allow this, by recruiting from

them.

Rut, for Argument Sake, if I fiiould con fent

that the People were really become too effeminate for

D Arms.
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Arm?, this may eafily be retrieved by a Militia

;

as they were after the pufilanimous Reign of James

I. which had made them as effeminate as poflible;

for even in that Age they foon recovered the Ufe of

Arms, as evidently appeared by the gallant Behaviour

of the Mi Li ti a in the fucceeding Civil Wars.

Some great Sratefmen have put Militias upon

Footings, which I cannot commend, being, with Sub-

mlflion to their better Judgments, attended with many

Inconveniences;, they will be a Reftraint on Perfons,

and will make them too much like a (landing Army ;

the enrolling the Men for a Year only, in the old

Way, and to be lcofe at the Year's End, if they

chufe it, will, in my Opin'on, have fewer Exceptions j

for that will make fuch a Change of Men, as will

fufficiently do the Bufinefs of rendering the Nation

more martial, and without the leaft Conitraint. If

it is duly obtained on the annexed Plan, I will un-

dertake to fay, That all the Nations in Europe, with

the Pretender amongft them, cannot be able to con-

quer us.

De Wit, the" Whig of Holland, in his Politics,

hath advanced much the fame Proportions; in regard

to the Towns in Holland, which holds much ftronger

here. The Greeks being fo difciplined, though not

all united in the Common Caufe, evinced, as much
as could be, this to be true, when Xerxes invaded them

with four Millions and a half of Men. Thofe who
united againfr. him in their Country's Caufe were

able torefift him,foiely, by the People in general being

trained
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trained to Arms, as a Militia; and though they

were not near fo confiderable as Engla-'d, yet they

glorioufly defended their Country and vanquifiied his

mighty Army.

The wife Solon fo far from difcouraging the Athenian*

(a trading and mercantile Nation, and the Sea their

proper Element) from exercifing and learning the

Ufe of, and being expert in Land Arms, leaft they

Ihould upon fome Occafions difturb the State, he infti-

tuted amongit the firfr, of his Laws, that every Man,
in Times of intefline Divifions and Commotions, that

did not perfonally efpoufe (by engaging in Arms) one

Side or the other, fnould be declared an Enemy to

his Country, and be banifhed, and his Eftates confif-

cated ; he was undoubtedly apprized when he did this,

that a State was liable to fome Inconveniences; but he

alfo weighed well the greater Utility that would re-

dound to the State, from giving the People an Oppor-

tunity to fight for their Conftitution and their Govern-

ment againft its Enemies; which greatly over- balances

the firft trivial Ir.conveniencies, and which a prudent

Difpofition and Choice ofM i l i t I a Officers will eafily

provide againft. This Policy anfwered Sclcn's moft

warm Expectations, having its Effe&s fo amply anfwer-

ed, as in the Cafe I have above recited ; in contribut-

ing fo largely to reduce their exorbitant Power, whofe

PafTion was to eftablifh univerfal Slavery. Solon wife-

ly formed that Common-Wealth like a well-regulated

Hive, where every Individual has his Weapon of Of-
fence and Defence, to protect fuch Delicacies as free

Governments will always be puflefled of. If they are

E> 2 not



[28 ]

not fo fccured, there will never be wanting Robber?,

who will lie in wait to ravifh their Treafures from

them; to prevent which, it is abfolutely neceffary for

every People to have the Power of fighting for them-

felves.

I am fure this Country hath no Reafon of all Places

in the World, to be againft the arming of its Subjects.

For the Advantages it hath received by them, when

they were fo, I need not mention the critical Time
when Arms werehaftily and promifcoufly given out to

apy one that required them : Yet no ill Ufe was then

nade of them, but a great deal of good Ufe; and indeed

I cannot be fo chimerical as fome are, to conceive

that any one would be fo ram as to take up Arms in the

Militia, under an Appearance of fupporting the

State, when their Hearts are averfe to our Govern-

ment and Laws. This is to me a ftrange Project, if

k;ch Perfon dares communicate his Sentiment to any

Man of the Militia, he muft be immediately detect-

ed. There are few of the Country People, as far as

I can difcover frcm the confiant Converfel have with

rbem, have ever heard of any Name but K\ngGeorgey

I do not believe there is one in a hundred that would

-ot act zealoufly for him; the prefent Scheme is to

.

; ice Arms in the Hands of thofe Friends of the Con-
' tion, who are difgufted at being indifcriminately

unded with thofe who are not, and of being de-

ed of avowing their Affection for it, by contribu-

g to the Defence of it by Service in Arms.

Indees
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Indeed fome of our Kings have attempted to do

folely by a Standing Army, but were very unfortunate.

Edward II. did a little towards it, by hiring a large

Number of Flemings and others ; but he and they were

genteely beat and demolifhed by Robert Bruce's Mi-
lit i a. The next Refiftance was alfo fatal to Richard

II. for he having Occation to go into Ireland, the Peo-

ple took that Opportunity of depoting him for doing it.

Charles I. fcorned to take Warning at thea-

bove Inftances, ib fplit upon the fame Rock.

I (hall curforily take notice that our greateft

Princes, the Edwards and Harrys, &c. were content

to rely on the People at large for their Securities, and

never attempted a Standing mercenary Force, not even

in the inteitine Divilions and the Rage of Parties, that

reigned betwixt the Houfcs of Tork and Lancajler.

They had too much Noblenefsof Mind to think of

rifquing their People's Profperity and Safety, to their

own Particular Eafe, by depriving them of the Ufe

of Arms, and relying folely upon a Standing Army.

Queen Elizabeth, though her Subjects were extream-

ly divided on many Accounts, and conftantly threate-

ned with foreign Invafions to join her religioufly

difaffe&ed People here, who were fifty to one more (b

at that time than fince, fhe difJained to rely upon any-

thing but her People in common; they were her

Guards, (he mounted her Horle and headed the Mi-
litia, who when die was told that fome of her

Subjects
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Subjects had deferted their Houfes in the Weft, for

Fear of the Spaniard^ took a public Opportunity to

exprefs her Refentment. She faid fhe had heard of

fuch Things, if flhe could difcover the Perfons that had

done fo, by G—d {he would be revenged of them :

But unexercifed, difarmed and defencelefs as we are at

prefent, what could we do but fly if invaded by an

Enemy, or how could we avow our Zeal for our pre-

fent Conftitution by fighting for it, and oppofing its

Enemies foreign or domeftick, unexercifed as we

are. It is ftrange •Policy, if any Thing can be called

fo in this whimfical Age, to render the Mother Coun-

try unmartial and defencelefs; there might be fome Senfe

in doing fo to diftant Provinces, that were difTatisfied.

But this certainly takes the Arms out of the Hands of

the only real Friends the State can fubfift by, and at

the fame Time it will ruin the Youth of that Country

(as well as others) by taking away that nice Senfe of

Honour from them, which has always been inherent to

the People of every Nation that had the Bufinefs of

Arms in common ; for it is obfervable, all thofe Na-

tions that were remarkable for Virtue and Honour,

foon loft the Senfe of them, when they were deprived

of Arms, and taught that War was not the common
Concern.

Of the gallant Behaviour of our own Militia,

take the following Inftances, which are inferior to no

Nation, either antient or modern :

It ftands upon the Journal of the Houfe of Com-

mons, That Thanks be given to Mr. JValker^ (a

Clergy-
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Clergyman, born at Kirk-Deighton, near Wether-

by, in Torkjhire) for having fo bravely defended

Londonderry from King James's Army, who then

befieged it, and was obliged to raife the Siege by

the Heroic and Gallant Defence Mr. Walker made

at the Head of the Town's Militia; when the

Regular Soldiers of King William's Army, in the

Town, refufed to ftand by him, and their Officers

would have readily delivered it up. Alfo Fifteen

Hundred Inni/killingM.iHTiA beatTen Thoufand

Regulars, commanded by General MacCarty, in

the fame War, who had Three Thoufand Men
left dead upon the Spot, and himfelf madePrifoner.

Thefe Exploits were performed by Militia only.

The Militia in New England are of raoft ex-

cellent Service to that Colony, and indeed its only

Protection and Support: And why a Militia

ma^not be of equal Service to Old England is fuch

a Paradox with me, that I can hardly believe any

Man to be ferious that contefts it. They, tho*

an Infant Colony, and Labour and Time moft

precious to them, practice themfelves in Arms,

every Man that is able ; but we, it is fcandaloufly

infinuated, can't have a Militia, tho' at moft it

will not take every twentieth Man, and tho' thefe

are only to be exercifed fourteen Days in the Year,

about two Hours in an Afternoon. They have

the fame troublefome Neighbours to contend with

as ourfelves, but not the Advantage of a Sea be-

twixt them ; and yet when they were invaded,

the laft War, by an Army of 20,000 French and

Indians, the New England Militia, untainted

with the corrupt and lying Politics of their effemi-

nated Mother-Country, immediately took to their

Arms
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Arms, and made the Enemy fly before them : A
Circumftance ofGallantry which makes me reflect

with Shame and Grief, to think that it mould be

in the Power of 5000 Highland Herdfmen, with a

few French, half naked and half unarmed, to throw

the whole Englljh Nation into the deeper! Panics

and Confufion. But to the Nevj England Mi-
litia's good Conduct, and to their undaunted

Courage, we owe the Conqueft of Cape-Breton^

without which only Acquifition, during the War,

we fhould not have had it in our Power to have

made the glorious Peace of Aix-la-Chapelk. A
Conqueft which, if it had not then been negotiated

away, might have been more beneficial to this Na-

tion than all the Acquifitions of our Standing Ar-

my, upon which fo many Millions have been

fquandered.

The Rebels, who were but a bad Militia,

and many of them Boys, beat' our Troops twice

out of three Times in 17451 tho' fome of that

Army had behaved well in Flanders before. 'Tis

remarkable, that in one of the Battles, whether

thro' Caution or Forgetfulnefs, the Glafgow Mi-

litia were flighted or neglected, in not having a

Poft afligned them : But they took one of their

own Accord on the Left of the Army,- oppofite to

the Enemy ; which, I muft obferve, was the only

Place where any Action happened worth mention-

ing. After the Regular Army was retreated, they

flood and maintained their Ground moft Heroical-

ly, fo as to fecure, in a great Meafure, the Re-

treat of the Army, at the Hazard of their own

Lies and Liberties, many of them being cut in

es, and ethers made Prifoners. And I am
con-
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convinced, that the Bravery of that Body was fuch,

and they that Day (o remarkably dirtinguifhed

themfelvcs, tho' a raw unpractiiedMiLiTiA, that,

had they been properly ported and animated, they

would, fmgly, have beat that Part of the Rebel

Army which forced our Regulars to march off;

for I muft obferve, that the Rebels fought but

in one Place, which was with the Left of our

Army, where the Glafgow Men, in the Ardour of

Loyalty, had ported themfelves. What Reward

they merited, or have received, and whether ade-

quate to their Services, the lage Politicians at the

Helm of Affairs can beft determine ; who, to the

Surprize of many, gave, not without Relu&ancy,

to the loyal Citizens of Glafgozu, a fmall Sum of

Money j but a large Sum, viz. 30,000/. was taken

from an Hofpital erected for the Support of thofe

who have fpent their Vigour and loft their Limbs in

Defence of our happy Ertablifhment, and beftowed

upon a Papift, whole Family had been twice in

Rebellion : It is much beyond my Comprehenfion

to unfold the myftical Policy of thofe Statefmen

that advifed this Meafure. But enough of this.

I have feen Volunteers, a Sort of Militia,

without any Ties but that of Choice, join the

Army in a fevere Winter, endure the Fatigues of

the Campaign with Pleafure, and at all Times alert

when Action was expected ; and were, every Man
that hid engaged themfelves in the Corps, prefent

at the Battle of FalkirA ; who, when the Rebels

came in View, exoreiTed the greateft Joy at it, and

of having the Port of Honour afligned them, being

drawn up in the Front Line on the Right of the

Royals, at the End of which the Rebels were ad-

L vane inn-
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vancing to make their Attack. With Regret, I

fay, I faw thefe Men torn from their Poft, juft

before the Engagement.

A worthy General and fome Officers have

expreffed their Concern at this Ufage. Thefe

Volunteers were ordered to the Train Guard,

which they accepted with Alacrity, tho' the Train

confifted of ten Pieces of Cannon and two Royals
;

a Service they were the leaft acquainted with, and

too great a Charge for only 70 Men to undertake.

When the Dragoons were beat back, they went

off with fuch Precipitation as to ride down and

break thefe Men ; their Lieutenant was taken up

for dead, and the Confufion foon became general.

Lieutenant Tucker faw and approved the Manner
ufed for Rallying the Officers of thefe Men; who,

when they had got together as many as the Con-
fufion would admit, was marching them up to

their Ground again, which they found occupied

by the Rebels ; but none of our Army being left

there, thefe Militia retreated to and joined a

Body of about 200 Regulars which were ncareft to

the Enemy; Part of the Rebels at the fame Time
brandifhing their Swords at them, who were then

cutting in Pieces our wounded Men, (and, amongil

the reft, that brave and gallant Man, Sir Robert

Monroe) whom our Army had fo fcandaloufly de-

ferted.

Some gallant Officers of the Regular Army re-

mained with thefe 200, and endeavoured to put

them in Order; but as they confifted of different

Regiments, and having neither Drums or Colours

left, and feeing a Part of the Army drawing up on

the
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the Side of the Camp, they retreated thither; and

in their Way joined another Body who were much

in the fame Circumftances as themfelves; thefe

were the laft Body of Regulars that came off

from the Field.

When the Remains of the Army retreated

from the Camp, the above Corps of Militia
marched with them by the Eaff-End of Falkirk',

where aPartv of Dragoons had polteu themfelves,

whom they paffed, and the Army then halted.

Thefe Militia being thus the Rear of all the

Foot, confequently could not know what the Or-
ders of the Commanders were, or what was de-

signed to be done : They therefore inquired of the

Officer of the Dragoons, JFbat his Orders were ?

His Anfwer was, He had none. As the Army
then halted, the Officers of the Militia conclud-

ed, confidering how little the Regulars had fuffer-

ed, that they would come back again and defend

the Camp as loon as their Panic was over ; fo of-

fered their Service to the Officer of the Dragoons
to reconnoitre the Rebels, which was accepted of,

entirely for the Service of the Army. Accordingly

fome of thefe Militia-Men advanced to recon-

noitre, but were intercepted in getting back, being

in by a Part of the Rebel Army, that came
d the Hills by a Bye-road betwixt them and
the Dragoons: Some of them were five Nights in

the Midft of the Rebels before they could get off

from them, and then not withou "'imculty.

The Men who were left with the Officer of Dra-
goons flood their Ground, and feveral were taken

Prifoners, I muff not omit to take Notice, that

thefe MlWTIA, from full: to! . r wanted

E 2 the
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the prefent Martial Laws to conftrain them to

fight for their Country; they were too eager on

every Occafion to come to Adtion, and thought

nothing a Hardfhip but what delay'd bringing them

to k; nor do I think any extraordinary Methods

are ever neceflary to compel Principals to fight for

their Laws and Liberties.

I cannot omit mentioning the Behaviour of

fome of the Edinburgh Volunteers, and of the gal-

lant Action of one Roger Dolling 2
a Dragoon.

He is yet ignorant of the Perfon whofe Life he fa-

ved, Mr. Alexander $ of Edinburgh; who, amongft

other Volunteers, joined the Army, upon Promife

of having Pofts affigned them therein before they

came from Edinburgh; but when they came to

Falkirk they could not obtain any ; notwithftand-

ing which, at the Time of the Action, they placed

Ihemielves in the Front Line on the Left of the

Army. When the Army retreated, Mr. Alexan-

der was left, being a Militia-Man, and confe-

qucntlv not fo alert at marching off as fome of the

Regulars ; an Exercife which the Volunteers had

not yet learnt. This being obferved by two High-

landers, they attack'd him, and he receiv'd a Blow

from one of them which brought him to the

Ground : They then took to rifling of him, when

the gallant Dragoon before-mentioned, in the

Face of the Rebel Army, advanced bravely, and

fingly, to his Aflilrance, and iplit the Scull of one

of the Highlanders ; upon which the other ran a-

way, and he brought off Mr. Alexander triumph-

antly.

a This Roger Dalling was p'referr'd to be a Quarter-Mafter in

Sir J- .. u ;.-. tin ,:.t ot Dragoon , tor fame other gooi

Service.
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antly. Docs he not defcrve more then a Civic

Crown for fo doing ? This being after the Defeat

of his Fellows, and being fo circumftanced, me-

rits the greater Attention. This Behaviour of the

Dragoon is far different from what was done on a

like Occafion at Prejlon-Pans, where an Officer

was heard to fay, Fly, damn you,
fly, Jhall we Jlay

to be cut in Pieces by tbefe bare-ar—d Rafcals ?

If Militia-men have behaved ill upon fome

Occafions, fure it cannot be worfe than the He-

den-Bridge Affair, which is ftill recent ; where a

Party of Dragoons were patroling, whilft the Camp
was at Hexham, who, through Panic, miftaking

a Woman in a red Cloak, having Butter Bafkets

and Eggs before her, with a few Market People,

for a Squadron of Lord Eleho's Horfe with Kettle-

Drums, &c. fled precipitately over Hills and high

Mountains ; and alarmed the Camp at Hexham,

with an Account that the Rebels were coming to

attack them ; which created the greateft Confu-

fion.

At PorttOrier.i, the Militia of the Country,

upon their firft Appearance only, put into Confu-

iion feveral Thoufands of our gallant Mercenary

Troops, and made them retreat precipitately to

their Ships. And is it to be imagined, that a Bri-

tijh Militia would do lefs to Frenchmen, if th?

9000 Sailors of that Nation, the bit Summer on

the Coafts of Norfolk and Suffolk, robbing our

Fifliery before our Faces, had made the like At-

tempt ?

Bu t
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But to return to our brave and worthy Scots

Friends and Falkirk. The Edinburgh Volunteers

were many of them taken ; the Argylefnire Men
were ported about the Camp and Falkirk, during

the Action ; and did excellent Service, by main-

taining their Ports,where there were many of them

killed and taken, which very few of the Mercena-

ries were, being too delicate to (land : The Ar-

gylejhire and Glafgow Men, by their gallant Be-

haviour, certainly fecured the Retreat of the Armyj

which, in my Opinion, owed to them its Prefer-

vation.

This Behaviour of the Argylejhire, the Glafgow

Men, and the Volunteers, fhew, that had they

been oppofed to the Rebels on the Left, which

they might eafily have been, whofe Manner of

Fighting raoft of them knew, or being not at all

afraid of them ; and if the Dragoons had been

placed in Referve behind, it muft have been a dead

Victory ; all the World could not have hindered

it ; and this was obferved when Colonel Ligonier

was going on to the Charge : And it is obvious it

might eafily have been done, for the Glafgow Men
were then potted behind the Dragoons, ready to

have lengthened the Line of the Foot, if they had

been commanded fo to do ; and confequently the

Highland Rebels would have been their Share to

have engaged.

Pausakias did the very fame Thing with his

Army, before the Battle of Platea, opponng the

Athenians to the Perfians, who knew their Man-
ner of Fighting

; placing the Lacedemonians oppo-

fifc
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fite to the Greeks, that had medized and were in

Perfian Pay. Mardonius, the Perfia?i General, ob-

fervino- this, changed his Difpofition to prevent the

Intention of Paufanias from taking Effect. This

Point of Generalfhip being well underftood by

both the Commanders, though both the Armies

were eager to engage, yet by changing and inter-

changing, the one to gain the Advantage, the

other to prevent its taking Effect, they fpent the

whole Day, and hindered the Action from coming

on at that Time. This Conduct would have had

a better Effect than flighting the Militia and the

Volunteers.

I have heard great Officers in the Army, my-
felf, confefs that in the firft Battle Militia-men
are engaged in, it is remarkable they ftand better

than the Veterans, being not apprehenfive of the

Danger ; in my Opinion this is giving up and

granting the whole of the Argument ; it was re-

marked, that at Carthagena and Dettingen the

New-raifed Men behaved much more gallantly

than the Veterans.

To do Honour to worthy Men, and as another

Example, I mail juft mention, That when the

Rebel Army were about Derby, and it was alfo

reported that they had carried all before them, and

that 12,000 French were landed to join them; and.

confequcntly that the loyal Scots were to be their

next Morfel.— I fay, at this very Time, the new

raifed Clan of M'Leods, and the Aberda

Militia, not intimidated with this Intelligence,

fought the Rebels under Lord Lewis Gord

Jnverary ; beat and drove them over the River

-
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Eury, killed and drowned near 200 of them : And
though the French Brigades, coming up during the

Engagement, and attacking their Rear, defeated

them, yet it was not before they had fired and

flood nine Rounds : An Inftance of Intrepidity not

to be paralleled by any Party of Regulars during

the whole Rebellion.

Amongst the Prilbners taken by Lord Lewis,

was my worthy Friend Mr. John Chambers, Pro-

fellor of Philofophy at Aberdeen, who gave this

Account after he efcaped from his Imprifonment.

Notwithstanding the above Inftances in

Honour of a Militia, I do confefs there are as

gallant, brave, and public- fpirited Men in the

Regular Army at this Time, as any in the

World. I know there are many of the greateft

Probity, Worth, and Honour ; and to them I now
appeal, and I dare fay they will concur with me
in Sentiment, that thofe Men who take up, and

continue in, Arms voluntarily, which is the Cafe

of a Militia on the Plan I propofe, will perform

well ; they, being Neighbours, are imbodied to-

gether, are accountable for one another's Behavi-

our, are WitnefTes of it : All which Circumftances

muft be fo great a Check upon them from perform-

ing ill, and fo gr-eat an Incitement to Emulation,

that they muft of Courfe behave better than thofe

who are necefiitated and obliged to go into a Re-

gular Army for a Subfiftance ; this being the Cafe

of many of the Enrlijh who enter at this Time,

their Situation often admitting of no Alternative :

They having failed in other Purfuits, perhaps thro*

Incapacity, fo this is their dernier Refort; by

which
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which Means they do not confider, when they en-

ter, what is expected from them in aProfcfiion they

have no Stomach for : And therefore if Affairs, in

Engagements, become critical, i'. is no Wonder
they behave ill ; they muft be more c'ifconcerted

than the others who enter upon fie?. Choice.

I never can admit the Courage of this Nation

hath been properly proved of lute, nor can be, but

by the People of Property ; nor do I think it ad-

vifeable for us to rifque our All on fuch a Defence
as a Mercenary Army only, as we do at this

Time, when there is no Neceflity for it. For

among thofe that are to compofe the Militia, -

which we can eafily have, it is remarkable there

never was more public Spirit in the World than at

this Time, which is the greateft Indication that

can be of true Courage ; therefore they are beft

able, and ought to fight for themfelvcs, as the

foregoing Examples fufficiently prove.

The Mii.itia, by the old Regulation, is as

fufficient a Force as the Nation will ever require;

and by that, they may amount to 160,000 Men.

As we have fo much increafed fince that Time in

Numbers, and in the Wealth of Individuals, both

the Service and the Expence will be the eafier.

And certainly the Defence of eleven Millions of

People requires a Force more local, and more im-

partial, than the Distribution of a Standing Army

can poflibly be ; which, to anfwer all the good Pur-

poll's of a Force always ready at hand, will be at-

tended with an Expence which the Nation could

nevei .

F I
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1 hope no one thinks I mean to infer from hence,

that we can do without a Regular Army at all

;

that can enter into no Body's Mind who knows

any Thing of the Matter. We muft have Men

in Pay for America, Gibraltar, Port-Mabon, Ireland^

the Highlands, and Guards j fo that's out of the

Queftion. Were we to fupply their Places by

Militia, they would coft more tjian the Regulars

do at prefent j befides, if the Militia were to be

ufed upon fuch Service, they themfelves would

become a Standing Army.

When Militia Laws are obtained here, and

Men are regularly trained and exercifed according-

ly, which they have not been of late in England

as they ought to be, we may then have a fair Trial

of their Worth; and thus the Afperfion of bad

Behaviour thrown upon our Militia, when raif-

ed, may be wiped off, and their Character retrie-

ved ; efpecially as it ought to be confidered, that,

in their prefent Situation, they are never trained

previous to their Drawing out into the Field.

Thofe Perfons contributed to make them bad,

that accufed them of being fo, in order to get quit

of them.

This reminds me of an Aflertion of the late

Lord Cutts, who, inveighing againft the Militia,

faid, He could march 5000 Regulars the Length

of the whole Ifland, in Defiance of them, they

were become fo contemptible. To which it was

anfwered, with no lefs Truth than real Englijh

Spirit, by Sir Henry G<W?7V/v,Lieutenant-General

of the Ordnance, That his Lordfhip's Obfervation

was the ftrongeft Argument in the World for ren-

dering
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dcring the Militia better, but no way conclufive

againft having none at all. There is no Doubt of

cur Militia behaving as well, and of being not

inferior, if not better, Soldiers than Regular

Troops, who have been kept in Idlenefs during a

long Peace. A Militia is abfolutely neceflary

for our Prefervation, when the Army is abroad,

as appeared in the Years 1743 and 1 745 : This

will enable us to employ all our Regulars abroad

for the future, as in the Time of William III.

And our having no fortified Towns is a further

Argument for fecuring ourfelves by a well-difci-

plined Militia.

That the Englljh Militia have been defign-

edly abufed, is evident from the Militia Laws

now in being ; in which a Claufe, that fpecifies

what Sort of Arms they fhould bear, mentions,

that they mall each have a Mufket, five Feet in

the Barrel, a Bayonet in proportion, fuppofe two

Feet and a half, and a Stock a Foot and a half;

iuch a Piece will make a pretty good Half-pike,

the Length being nine Feet. Thefe are the Sizes

which the Militia are obliged to obferve, by

the Direction of one of the latcft Acts of Parlia-

ment; from whence any reafonable Man may judge

if our Militia hath not been defigncdly fpoiled.

'Tis a Matter of no Confcqucnce by whom this

was done ; "Jacobites or Courtiers are the fame to

me, if we are to be involved in Ruin by their

wicked Meafures. If a Thing is wrong, it ought

to be expofed to the World, in order that it may

be rectified.

F z
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Nothing can merit more Attention than an

Enquiry into the true State of the Militia ; and

if, upon Examination, it appears that they have

been traduced and defignediy abufed, fuch a ufeful

Inftitution deferves to be vindicated from unde-

fended Cenfure ; an Inftitution which would pro-

mote many good Purpofes of the State, and over-

turn all deftruftive Schemes that may hereafter be

attempted.

I can't help taking Notice here of the odd At-

tempt, made fome Time ago, for feveral thoufand

Seamen, under a colourable Pretence, to be kept

at Land at Wages ; and alfo of the Increafe of the

Martial Laws of late, the Model of the Irijb Ar-

my, in the difcharging of common Men, which are

hard to get in Time of War, and continuing the

Officers at high Wages, .who can be had eafily at

any Time.

It is objected by fome, That it is not fafe to

truft the Men of Property with Arms. I would

have them reflecr. that fay fo, and I afk the Quef-

tion, Who they do truft now ? I infift upon it, 'tis

fafer for a bad Adminiftration, or a Parliament, to

truft the People with the Sword than a connected

Army. This indeed is no Argument for the pre-

fent Times, but confidering the Tranfitorinefs and

Inftability of human Affairs it may have Weight

hereafter.

Antd I fay further, That that Government which

is fo bad, that it dare not truft the People of Pro-

perty with their Defence, but an Army, that fuch

Government is not worth preferving ; it is over

with
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with it ; the Army itfelf will fall upon it, as the

Army of the Long Parliament actually did. For

that Army obferving the glorious Peribns who firft

conftituted it were gone off; and, that thole who
compofed the Remains of it, had fwerved from

the great Motives that had fwayed it at the Be-

ginning, and had prompted it to atchieve fuch no-

ble Things in the Caufe of Liberty and the Good
of the whole: And likewife obferving that Parlia-

ment (or no Parliament) to be grown odious to

the People, by adding in repeated Violations of the

Laws ; then Oliver and his Army taking the Advan-

tage, and not before, turn'd fhort upon them and

fet them afide : But there can never be fuch Dan-
ger from a Militia, for it will be piqued for the

Honour of Government, inveterate againft every

Thing that obftrucls or interrupts its Profperity

and the Welfare of the Crown, will guard the Suc-

ceflion and the Conftitution, and preferve them

entire to the latcft Ages.

No Danger whatever can arife to the State

from a Force divided and unconnected as a Mili-

tia muft be, till called together by the Govern-

ment, which hath the Appointment of all Lieu -

tenants and Depwties to place the Power in thr

Hands of the Friends to the Conftitution, and they

again the Officers.

This muft operate in Favour of the Govern-

ment, therefore no Rifque can be run by having

fuch a Militia : It will be creating that Miniftry

which appoints it, many Friends, and be a Means.

Of confirming the Wavering ; there then being no

Hopes of a Redemption, or a Preferment in the

State
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State any other Way ; all the Expectations of

interefted Men muft then center in the prefent

Royal Family j therefore every true Friend and

Welwifher to his Majefty, and for his Family's

continuing long amongft us, muft be for having

z Militia at any Rate.

In order to inforce a little further the Arguments

that maybe conducive to the gaining of a Mili-

tia, I {hall beg Leave to remind fome Gentle-

men, who may, perhaps, oppofe the Amendment
°f the Militia Laws, by obferving, That they

^o not exert themfelves as they ought, to promote
lhe Intereft of the Commonwealth. Of this Al-

legation the prefent Manner of arming the Mili-
tia is a Proof. They may indeed reply, That

they were not the Prefcribers of this Method : But

are they not culpable in permitting the Claufe al-

ready mentioned, and fome others, to pafs fo long

unheeded and unre£tified in our Statutes r This

Forbearance undoubtedly (hews, at leaft, a tacit

Approbation of it ; and furely the beft Atonement

they can make to the Public for their Negligence,

as it may be called in the fofteft Terms, is now
to promote and encourage a new Militia Bill

;

for of what Ufe could the Militia have been, if

they had been drawn out in 1746, agreeable to

an Acl of Parliament pafled at the Time of the

Rebellion, if they had been thus armed, aHd if

?he Crown had depended upon it.

It is faid our Rival Power has a vaft Standing

Torcc, and may, at Pleafure, over-run us, unlefs

we augment our Regular Army in fome Proportion

to theirs. But granting this to be true, it is an

Argu-
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Argument for difciplining our Militia ; for how

can our Army, alone, refill fuch numerous Forces

as France can bring upon u^ ? It is indeed fuffici-

ently ftrong to endanger the Liberties of the People,

but too weak to repel Invaders ; nor can we, with-

out our Militia, notwithstanding our burdenfome

Army, draw fix thoufand Men together any where,

except for the Defence and Prefervation of the Capi-

tal itfelf. But a Militia is a ready Refuge, at an

eafy Expence ; the French are indebted to this Ex-

pedient for their formidable Power : And as we feem

to be very fond of following their Follies and Fop-

peries, let us alfo imitate their Prudence and CEco-

nomy in this particular Cafe. And though a Mi-
litia fhould lefien the Number of our Regular

Troops, yet it will enlarge our Militarv Force to

fuch a Degree, as to enable us to cope with that info-

lent Power.

Another Argument for cftablilhing the Mi-
litia in a proper Manner is, That the additional

Expence will be trifling ; being only the Difference

of Training ; for they are now obliged to go, though

not trained, when called upon, fo there can be no
great additional Expence in regard to training and
exercifing only, that they will be ten times better

Soldiers by it, when they are wanted ; it is alfo worth

Notice, there may be a Saving to the Public, if this

Meafure fhould be taken, which may be, and ought
to be remitted to the People, which will be more
than equivalent fo* this Increafe of Duty. I compute
that 150,000 Men only, difciphned at proper rune?
coftsno more than 5000 Men kept conftamlv, fuppofing

both are paid for their Service; lo the foregoing is com-

puted
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puted at the higheft. Calculation ; but if they are ex-

ercifed on Sundays, after Divine Service, and on Holi-

days, and the Farmers ferve Perfonaliy, it will make

the Charge (till lefs, as little or no Expence will b«

then incurred in training and exercifing them.

To a Trading Nation fuch a Militia is the

moft eligible and advantagious Protection ; and by

obferving thefe Days of Exercife there is no Lofs

of Time nor of Men's Labour. Ard if they mould

be drawn out into adtual Service, they will return to

their Work again as if they had never been abfent.

But the Standing Army, on the contrary, by ta-

king the frrongeft and ab'cft of our Manufacturers

away from their Homes and Occupations, and

keeping them in Idlenefs 'till they have forgot their

Bufinefs, and become unable to procure their own
Subfiftance, brings them at laft to be a Burden to

their refpective Parifhes, and confequently to the

Public in general. This Inconvenience a good

Militia-Bill, well framed, would in a great

Degree remove, and might eafily be obtained,

if there was half the Spirit ufed amongft Gentle-

man to contribute towards its Perfection, as there

may be Intrigues to prevent its taking Effect.

Bthdes, if we have it not, we muft be at the Ex-
pence of a perpetual Mercenary Force in lieu of

it, though it may not be wanted above once in

thirty Years, confequently this is a wafteful Mea-

sure ; and to rely folely upon others for fo important a

0>nc^n, as cur own Defence, is weak and foolifh, be-

caufe none can do it for us efFecljally but ourfelves j

and what none but a Poltroon can think of with-

out Abhorrence, fince by fo doing he puts himfelf

into the Power of a Hireling who will loon know

his



his Strength, and uie his Arms againft his Matter,

lord it over him, and take what Pay he ple-afes.

As fecuring ofProperty to the Uie of the Gainer

of it, is as neceffary as to acquire it by Trade and

Induftry ; and, when fuch Security is to be paid

for to others, it is the moft expenfive Thing in

the World ; why are not Arms to be as much con-

fidered as the belt. Manufactures, and as important

a Means of enriching the Individuals as any Thing

can be ; when it is fo notorious the Sicifs have

done it to fo great Advantage, as to be able to

lend the Dutch and us many Millions ; and, at the

fame Time, we both of us have been impoverished

by neglecting and difcouraging this very Thing.

As the Renown and the Riches of the Stvifs have

been entirely acquired by the contrary Policy,

why mould not we, in Part, and in Regard to our

Defence, adopt their Meafures ; confidering their

great Riches have not rendered them too luxurious

for Arms, nor our public Poverty, I dare anfwer,

made us too effeminate to take them up. And I

muft obferve the formidable Figure the King of

PruJJta makes, is intlrely owing to his Militia ;

and alio that moft States, but ourfelvcs and the

Dutch, are chiefly defended by a Militia.—
The miferable Confequence of our prefent Policy

is too apparent, in both Nations, to need any

Comment : And tho', bv conftituting a Mili-

tia, we do create an additional Service, it can

fcarce be called an Expence ; as the Coft, what-

ever it is, will be circulated at home amongft our-

felves, and caufe Part of the Money, now car-

ried out and fpent abroad, to he kept in our own

Countries.

G What-
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Whatever is propofed to be done is fo ealy,

and fo conducive to the Protection and Welfare of

the State in general, to the Benefit of Pofterity,

and to the Oppjfition of any Attacks from a fo-

reign Enemy, that one would wonder how any

realonable Man could be againft it : But as, in the

Courfe of my Converfation, I have met with fe-

veral well-meaning People, who object to this

Scheme for regulating the Militia, meerly for

want of underftanding it ; for their Information I

fhall confider fome of the raoft plaufible Objec-

tions, as far as I can recollect them.

Some fay, That there is fuch an Alteration in

the Syftem of Europe, in regard to the Soldiery,

that a Militia at prefent would be ufelefs here,

and that a Regular Army only is necefTary for

us. This is a Miftake ; for though the Form is

altered, the EfTence is pretty much the fame ; for

there is yet remaining a Leaven of the old German

or G0/Z>/<;i Institution, in the Military ofmoft States,

which has preferved their Princes hitherto from

falling a Prey to their Armies. But, I fuppofe,

when Gentlemen argue after this Manner, it is the

French they refer to : Are we, if it is the Cafe,

which it is not, to endanger our Liberties out of

Complement to the Fafhion in France, by keeping

up 100,000 Regulars and having noA4iLiTiA.

The French have a Notion that prevails among

them, that they can conquer England whenever

they pleafe. Marfhal Saxe and Bellifie were alfo

of the fame Opinion ; obferving often that our

Want of Militia, our Towns unfortified, and

Parties here, made it practicable and inviting.

Whe-
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Whethrr this Conjecture has any fdlid Foun-

dation, I will not take upon me to fay ;
but the

fureft Way to divert that reftlefs ambitious People

from an Attempt of that Sort, is to have an ade-
<

quate Force, which may damp the Invitation, and

fave us a great deal of Trouble hereafter; and ought

we not the fooner to do it, as we are told, by good

Authority, they are determined to attempt It the

next Time we are at War ;

Should they invade us, as they were ready to

have done the laft War, during the Rebellion, and

prevented only by extraordinary Means^ which

Means may not take Effect again, it would be of

worfe Confequence, and colt this Nation much
more than the Expence of having a Militia kept

in Readinefs at all Times for their Reception.

The having fuch Force will alfo be fo great a

Security and Poife to our happy Conftitution, that

all the Bribing and Corrupting that is poflible of

Individuals, to the Detriment of it, will not be

able to fubvert it ; but it may continue to the latefl

Ages.

All Pcrfons agree in allowing we oujrht to

have a Militia, if we could get a good one ; yet,

at the fame Time, many, and particularly the

^uid-nuncs, mean to 1 leme that

is offered, fo lie in wait to pick Holes and run fuch

Scheme down. Nothing is fo eafy as to have an

excellent one, by imp'ro redoing our old

MlLlTIA Laws, by mixing with them Fame of the

r
s and New England R

'

I
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I have much admired, that Gentlemen mould

have reforted to far-fetched and foreign Ufages, and

to Projects for a Plan of a Militia, when we
have fo good a Foundation ofour own for one, as

is contained in our old Laws ; not confidering it

is moft eligible, Stare fuper Vias Antiquas!

I confess that a Militia, ill regulated, may
have a bad Effect ; fo may the moft falutary Things

in the World be converted into Poifons, injudi-

cioufly and intemperately ufed : But if the Abufe

of a Thing is to hinder the Ufe, this proves too

much ; it is a ridiculous Prevarication, and goes

againft every Thing.

Why do you hazard a Mercenary Army, that

being alio dangerous ? It is a neceffary Evil ; but

have as fmall a one as vou can.

Sir Robert IValpole laid it down as a Maxim,
That this Country would be undone if we kept up

a Standing Army in Great Britain, beyond twelve

thoufand Men ; (fee his excellent Speech thereup-

on cited in the Continuation of Rapin) meaning, if

moreForce was wanted, to fupply it byaMiLiTlA.

This is dangerous, it is faid ; What ! put the

Sword into the Hands of Men of Property ! Why
not, as well as to an Army, pick'd up from di-

vers Places, of fuch as furnifh the Seflions Papers

with many an Article ? This Army, not-

withstanding, muft keep the Militia in Awe, and

be a Check upon it, from doing any Mifchief

:

The Militia, in return, will check the Army.

If
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If they both join to deftroy their Country, it is

Feb de fe ; which is not the Intent of my prefent

Labour to difcufs : This Eflay is to hinder a Part

from deftroying and confuming the Whole, and

making Slaves of their Fellows, as we have a

dreadful Example of in the following Narrative

;

being a fhort Detail of the inflaving ot France, by

eftabliming a Standing Army, and by flighting the

Militia. The Circumftances being fo intereft-

ing and appofite, that one would fwear Matato

Nomine de te Fabula narratur ; with this fatal Di-

ftinclion, that the Militia here is totally deprefled,

whereby we run the Rifque of becoming a Pro-

vince to a Foreign Power ; but the French, having

prudentially preferved the Militia, have only fal-

len a Sacrifice to their own Kings.

Lewis XI. was a wicked Prince, fo remark,

able for Ingratitude, DilTimulation, and Treachery,

that even his Father diftrufted him fo much, that

he ftarved himielf to Death, by Abftinencc, for

Fear of being poifoned by him.

The People being alarmed at this barbarous

Treatment of his Father, and of his Violation of

the Laws ox his Country, clamoured for the Par-

liaments which he had fet afide : The Bifhop of

Paris, the Clergy, the Courts of Juftice, and the

Parifians, prefented Rcmonirranccs to him, for

Redrefs of Grievances, and for to have Parlia-

ments ; which Petitions, by his Court-Sycophants*

were called Rebellions and Breaches of their

Duty.

These
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These Violations and Injuries, being properly

relented, brought on the Civil War called the

Bien Publique, which hindered him from bringing

about his Defign of being abfolute by direct and

open Means ; they gained at laft a Parliament,

which he was forced, for a while, to feem to ac-

quiefce under, and fubmit to, which was eafy for

him to do, as DilTembling was his Talent.

He and Oliver le Diable, and others of his Mi-

nifters, at the fame Time, under-hand and clan-

deftinely, concerted the Deftruclion of his Oppo-

fers, with Sforza, Duke of Milan, his Ally, who
faid he could not furnifh him with Soldiers fuffi-

cient, but would with Advice ; the Subftance of

which was, That he, at any Rate, mould make a

Shew of doing them Juftice, till he had the Parlia-

ment, Nobles, and the Militia (who had fought

for the Liberties of the People) in his Clutches ;

then to find an Opportunity and Pretences for to

cut their Throats ; which he too fuccefsfully per-

petrated.

Much the fame Advice was fignified to Perian-

der, the Tyrant of Corinth, by Thrafibulus, in an

allegorical Kind of a Way, by cutting ofF the

higheft Blades of Corn. The fame is reported alfo

of Tarquin the Proud, in cutting off the higheft

Tops of Poppies. The Means made ui'c of by

thefe Monfters to attain their vile Ends were the

; their Practices had the Effect, by making

themfelyes abfolute, and their People Slaves. The
Engine of their Oppreflion was a Mercenary

Atrmy.

Lewis
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Lewis and Oliver le Diabie, and others of his

Minifters and Tools, brought about their infernal

Schemes, by introducing a Standing Army, im-

perceptibly ; by little and little increafing and mo-

delling it from Time to Time, under various Pre-

tences, till they had made it fufficiently ftrong,

and wicked, to reduce and bring under the Frank

Archers, or Militia ; the Support of the Nobles,

the People, the Parliament, and the Conftitution.

After this, he eftablifhed the Swifs Guards, which

pinned that People down to defpotick Sway*

from aPofiibility of any Redemption : And then it

was no hard Matter, the Swords being over the

Heads of the People, to tie their Tongues from

Liberty of Speech ; to grind the Faces of Com-

plainants, and to make what Levies of Men and

Money he liked, fuch as no King before him ever

had attempted in France.

But, notwithstanding this, he was too wife to

annihilate or fet afide his Militia, knowing that

fixteen Millions of People required more Swords

to defend, than any Mercenary Army, he could af-

ford to maintain, could weild.

The Circumftances are fo analogous, that the

Parallel is eaiily drawn betwixt us and the French ;

for the Stuarts and Lewis XI. the Civil War here,

and the Civil War, called the Bien Publique, in

France ; their Infincerities, their Ingratitudes, their

Artifices and pretended Sanctities being fimilav

The Advice given by Sforza to Lewis, and that

promifed to be given by France to the Stuarts, to

have inflaved us, need* no 1 UQmment.

All
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All the above Excellencies being fo eminently

pofleflTed in common by all the Tyrants, three of

them fuccefsful, proves that our Buiinefs had been

done, but for the Interpofition of the good Genius

of Britain ; making the French fee, upon Reflec-

tion, that the Stuarts might become lefs dependent

upon them, when abfolute, than when they were

not ; they renamed the Chara£teriftic given of them

by PslybiuSy Levis atque infida Gens e/l, reforting

to their Gallica Fides, and left their Ally in the

Lurch j which was our Salvation, and mould be a

Caution, and the Confideration of every Man,
who means well to the Conftitution.

From the fame blefs'd Fountain that Lewis's

and his Courtiers black Defigns flowed, to crufh-

ing the Frank Archers, will flow a Defire in all

diftioneft Statefmen, who arc preying on the Vi-

tals of their Country, by Corruption, to hinder all

Force from being formed that feems to be able or

willing to control them. On this Footing the Lo-

cuits, in Charles the Second's Reign, flighted the

Militia and introduced a Standing Army ; remem-
bering too well, when the Nation was crying out

for Juflice againft thefe Sort of Cattle, in his Fa-

ther's Time, that they, to ferve their private

V iews, and to fave their Bacon, egged on the King

to fight againft the Militia of the Parliament

in the Manner he did, with his CommifTion of

Array, who were beaten out of the Field by it at-

Gloucejler ; again at Newbury; and, fome Years

after, the fame Sort of Militia beat the King's

and Courtiers Army at Worcejler. Thefe Men
behaving fo gallantly, and not being fit Tools for

the Tyrant Cromwell to practife upon, which he

it-
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attempted, he never could endure them after, fo

difmifs'd them with Difgrace, as all Tyrants will

do fuch Troops.

But Times and Manners have been fo changed

fince thofe evil Days, that no fuch Maxims can

lubfift now; fo we may fafely be permitted to have

a Militia for our Defence: If we have not, any

one may, with half an Eye, difcern, if we go on

in increafing ,our Military Force, by Mercenary

Troops, to fuch a Length as is furficient for the

Defence of eleven Millions of People; I fay, that

if we could afford it, which wc cannot, it will

certainly confume our Wealth, ruin our Liberties,

and fubvert the Conftitution, or fome fatal Difafter

happen ; therefore every prudent Man in the King-

dom will own that fomething mould be done in

this Matter ; and, .at the fame Time, they muft

confcfs nothing can be a more effectual Remedy

than a well conftituted Militia. But

If Truths you'd teach , and fave a finking Land,

All fear^ none aid you, and few under/land.

Pope.

The Methods of fupplying the Defects of the

eld Laws to render the Militia more ufeful are

its follows, Tentanda ejl Via. The firfl great

Thing that is wanting is to fix it, That Deputy-

Lieutenants (hall be appointed, with Three Hun-

dred Pounds a Year Revenue ; and that they (hall

be obliged to meet in every Divifion, for which

they are appointed, at the Place where the Eajley

Quarter Seiiions are ufually held, annually on the

Eijl. id r.oceed to put the Powers of

H the
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the Militia Laws in Execution, fofar ah related

to training ami excrcifmg ; every Thing to be re-

gulated and done at fuch Meeting in Purfuance of

the Law, to be determined by a Majority of Voices

of the Gentlemen then prcfent ; the Number for a

Quorum to be fixed, and to have a Power to fub~

divide themfelves as in the Land Tax, if there

(hail be Occafion fo to do for the Eafe of the

Country and Good of the Service. This is the

Sheet-Anchor, on which the good Effect of the

Whole depends.

This I had in my Eye, in order to make it o-

perate after the Manner of executing the Commif-

fion of the Peace, which it will eafily admit of;

this will make it moft eligible and muft anfwer the

Purpofe, and is, in fhort, the Jet of the Whole ;

they being an undetermined Number, and difcre-

tionary as the Justices are, and are appointed at

the Recommendation or Pleafure of the Lieute-

nants, and are under Cognizance.

The old Laws are too loofe in regard to the

Crown, by only faying, ' It fiall and may, as it

4
fee* Occafion, iilue out CommilTions to the Lieu-

* tenants, who mall have Power over the Ma-
4 nagement of the Militia,' (as defcribed in the

Act of the iyb and \\th of Charles the Second, to

which I refer) For this Claufe leaves it Difcreti-

onary in the Crown to ifi'ue CommilTions or not

;

whereas it ouirht to be A-latter of Oblip-ation to do

i'o. Another Defect is, No Place being affigned

therein for the Deputies to meet at, hut left difcre-

jionary to the Lieutenant to fumnion or not, when
; ik3 where he pleafes, and partially ; or to have the
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Deputies appointed, with or without proper Qua-

lifications ; and this too often done at the Dictates

of a Valet de Chambre, or a Fac-Totum. This

Defect alio is provided again ft by the intended

Bill.

This exceflive Power in one Man, being fre-

quently perverted to other Purpofes than the In-

tention, made it irkfome, by the Latitude it gave

to lordly bad Lieutenants difpofing of Offices to

their Creatures and Tools, who foon contrived it

into a Job ; fo it became expenfive and intolerable*

and at laft rendered the Authority of Lieutenants,

in that refpect, odious, and the Militia alfo in

Difefleem ; by turning the Hearts of the Country -

Gentlemen, who were inadvertently drawn in, to

run it down all they could.

The Lieutenants to gain Popularity, in order

to ferve a Turn at Elections, &c. winked at Delin-

quents. The Court was glad to have it fo, and

alfo connived at them for doing it, on account of

enlarging their favourite Scheme, the Standing Ar-

my, which they were fo folicitous about.

After being thus abufed, Perfons of Fortune

fcrupled to countenance it by accepting Commif-

iiom, fo they were often given to low Men ; which

contributed t© reduce it further, by fuch Officers

admitting into their Inrolments, for Money, in-

fumcient Substitutes, conniving at Abfentees, and

letting Men off.

But the greateft Cavil was the Expence of

Drawing out, which hath founded and

H ?. il*
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involved with Training and Exercifing. Now this

Expence, (o much complained of, always belonged

to the Government to repay. If the People ad-

vanced a Month's Subfiftance, they were to have

been repaid it. This Point I mall not difculs now,

that not being the Object of my prefent Defign.

The Nation never hath tried properly to train and

exercife theMen which are to conftitute the Mili-

tia ; consequently the People are no Judge? ofthat

Expence, but have indifcriminately attributed the

Load of drawing out the Militia to an Account

it did not belong ; they have always been railed,

to be drawn out immediately, in Time of Danger

only ; which Expence, either for Lack ofMoney in

the Courtiers, or to load the Militia, hath never

been repaid to thole who advanced the fame
;

with-held, perhaps, on purpofe to raife a Spirit a-

gainft the Thing.—The People mould make the

proper Diftin&ton.

I confess, byfuch Chicanery, theMiLiTiA hath

been a great Grievance, and an unneceffary Bur-

den ; and alfo, in other Refpe&s, by the Captains

and Officers, Trophy-Gatherers and the Treafu-

rers, Creatures of Power, who moftly lavifh'd away

What they fpunged out of the People ; the Lieute-

nant not regarding, if they were Peers oftheRealm,

What the Expence was, they contributing not one

Shilling to thefe Men under their Commands, nor

did, (they being to be taxed another Way, fee

•
. except in partcular Articles.

As it is here regulated, it is almoft irnpofTible

fych Power can be again abufed, every Thing be-

ing to be carried by Majorities of Gentlemen of

Pro-
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Property, and immediately interefted in the due Exe-

cution. The filling up of Commiflions in this Man-
ner will make the Thing honourable, and fought for;

the Managers will not engage in fuperfluous Expence,

being their own Concern and Intereft, which will

make it very palatable.

By the intended Regulation, the Lord Lieutenant

will be obliged to have the Militia exercifcd,

which is abfolutely neceifary, in that he has is much
Power as any good Man would chufe to be poiIeHed

of; for he nominates the Deputies who are to

execute the Powers of the Law ; who cannot fail

but be with him in every good Purpofe, but will

controul him in any arbitrary Thing he propofes to

have done.

If a Militia is thus conftituted, why may not

it be as well liked as the Commiflion of the Peace,

and as nvich fought for to go into ; and why can-

not the Government be as difcerning in appoint-

ing Deputies by their Lieutenants, as they do Ju-

ftices, who I think are generally faid to be over

loyal ? If it mould be the Cafe at any Time, that

fome of the Militia mould not be fo dutiful as

they ought, does it follow from thence, that you

are not to have them ; it would as well follow

you (hould have no Army, till there are no difaf-

fe£ted Pcrfons in it. If it accidentally mould be

inverted in any particular Place, there will be a

hundred to one ready to refent the Wrong.

Many
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Many object Muft Perfons of fifty Pounds a Year

have the keeping of Guns ? Why not ? The Switz

Militia keep each his own, and have found no In-

convenience from it. Where is the Impropriety of it,

that Men of fifty Pounds a Year mould have a Muf-

quet ? they have a Right now to keep fuch Arms, which

I wifh was more univerfally underftood ; the Law jufti-

fies them in doing it. Thefe Mufquets are not proper In-

ftruments for deftroying Game with •, if they were, they

formally have kept them without Inconvenience.

By the old Laws, the Arms are fupplied by People

pofltfled of Eftates under fifty Pounds a Year, at ane-

qual Afleflment; which is all the Charge that they are

to fubfcribe, being about twenty-eight Shillings each

Stand of Arms ; and, being once bought, will ferve for

Life.—See the old A£ts hereafter recited.

The old Rates for perfonal Eftates furnifhing their

Quota, fettled by the Acls, being calculated when Mo-
ney w<"> at double the Intereft it is now, they may eafily

be rectified by the Deputy-Lieutenants, there being

Words in the old Acls that will admit of fuch Con-

duction.

The Lieutenants and the Deputy-Lieutenants

(hall meet at the Place appointed, on Eajler- Mon-
day, and caufe the Militia of their Divifion to be

inrolled, and ifTue Orders for forming them into

Bodies, to be trained and exercifcd in Regiments,

on every Eajier-Msnday and Eajier-Tuefdayy and

on
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on even' Whh'fun-Monday and Whitfun-Tuefday ;

and to be exercifed, in fmaller Bodies, upon every

Sunday in the Afternoon, after Divine Service, from

Lady-Day till Siugujl, at convenient Places ap-

pointed by the Deputy-Lieutenants.

Every Perfon fo inrolled fhall not be difcbarged

for that Year, without Leave from the Lieutenant

or his Deputies.

All Perfons, who ferve in Right of their fi-

liates perfonally on Horfeback, fhall not be o-

bliged to do Duty with thofe who ferve as SubfH-

tutes ; but be appointed to do Duty feparately.

That the Lieutenants and their Deputies fhall

appoint fuch Arms, Ammunition, Accoutrements,

Uniforms, &c . as they fhall judge moft convenient

and requifite for the Service.

That every Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel,

to be appointed to act, fhall be pollened of a Re-

venue of five hundred Pounds a Year, being the

Qualifications of every Perfon obliged to ferve on

Horfeback.

That every Captain, Lieutenant, and Enfign,

fhall have a Revenue of one hundred Pounds a

Year, or be the Son and Heir to a Perfon of three

hundred Pounds a Year.

The Penalties for retaining the Militia in their

Duty, are quite fufficient in the uld Acts. De-

erecs of Punifhment, be they more or lei's, a::

Men not a great deal ; th< becaufe thry

think they (hall not be (a i becaufe they

thi
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think they lhall be catched and punifhed : But

thefe and the like Inftances are fufficiently provi-

ded for by the Laws now in Force. Of which,

for the Reader's more ready Infpection, take the

following fhort Abftract.

Anno 13. Car. II. c. vi. This Act is declarative

of the King's Right to the Supreme Government

of the Militia and of all Forces by Sea and

Land, &c.

Anno 13. &f 14. Car. II. c. iii. By this Act the

King may ifliie Commifiions of Lieutenancy for

the feveral Counties and Cities ; and the Lieute-

nants, or Deputies, may charge any Perfon of

500/. fer Annum, or who is worth 6000/. in

Goods or Money, with a Horfe, Horfeman, and

Arms : And Perfons having 50 /. per Annum, or

600/. in Goods, with a Foot Soldier. Eftates

under 100/. a Year, and Perfonai Eftates, t$(.

under 1200/. not to contribute towards a Horfe.

Lieutenants, &fc. to require is. a Day for Troo-

pers, and 1 s. a Day for a Foot Soldier. May
imprifon Mutineers, &c. inflict Penalties, &c.

General Mutters to be but once a Year ; and for

training fingle Companies four Times a Year.

Every Mufqueteer to have a Mufquet three Feet

long in the Barrel, &c. to bring half a Pound of

Powder ; Horfeman a Quarter of a Pound, &c.

Perfons charged not compellable to ferve in Perfon.

Anno 15. Car. II. c. iv. Perfons charged to al-

low is. 6d. per Day for each Trooper, on Pain

of 5 j. and 1 j. to a Foot Soldier, on Pain of 2 s.

The Lieutenants, or Deputies, may inflict a Pe-

nalty



nalty of 5 /. on Perfons refufing to provide a Foot

Soldier ; and appoint Conftables to provide, &V.

Every Soldier, once a Year, to pay his Mufter-

Mafter, if a Horfeman, a Sum not exceeding 1 x.

if aFootman, 6 d. to be levied by Diftrefs. None

having Eftates of 2000 /. per Annum, or Perfonal

Eftatesof 2400/. Value, chargeable with Foot.

Anno 2 fcf 3. W. and M. Thefe Acts were made

for raifing the Militia in each Year ; and if the

King draws out the Militia into aftual Service,

the Perfons charged to provide each their Soldiers

a Month's Pay in Hand.

Anno 4, 5, 6, 7, fcf 8. TV. III. All like Ads
for annual raifing of the Militia : And by the laft,

the Lieutenancy are to find Perfons for Papifts,

charging them with 8 /. a Year for a Horfeman,

and 30 s. for a Foot Soldier, to be levied by Di-

ftrefs, &c.

Anno 9, 10, II, & 12. W. III. All Statutes for

laifing the Militia in each Year, although the

Month's Pay formerly advanced be not paid.

Anno 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, o* 6. Ann. Thefc Statutes

were lilcewife made for the yearly raifing of the

Militia.

Anno 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, & 12. Ann. Likcwife

Ad>s for raifingthc Militia annually; andy/«. io
#

requires Perfons in DorfetJhirey to account for Mo-
nies received for raifing the Militia on King// V-

Landing in the Weft, undifpofed of.

I
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. . 2, 3? & 4? Geo. I. All Acts for railing the

Militia: The firil whereof requires thatHorfe-

rnen be provided with a Cafe of Piflols of twelve

Inches long in the Barrel, a Carbine with Belt

and Bucket, great Saddle, iff:, and Foot Soldiers

a Mufquet five Foot long in the Barrel, the

Ga^e of the Bore for Bullets of twelve to the

Pound, with a Bayonet to fix in the Muzzle, a

Cartouch Box, and Sword.

By the laft Acl made in 1746, the Militia

{hall be raifed as ufual, notwithstanding the

Month's Pay due to them formerly, for drawing

out, be not repaid them.

Br what has been before obferved, any Perfons

fatisfy themfelves of the great Deficiency of

the prefent Militia Laws ; and they will fee

how eafUy thofe Defects may be fupplied and rec-

tified by the intended Bill : The Inftances I have

given of the ill Policy of Statefmen difarming the

People, and of putting the Sword into the Hands

of a Body o$ Men that have an Intereit oppofitc

to thofe they are to protect, and who have 2-

iufEcient Stake in the Nation, fo as to make them

fanguine and zealous for its Service, muft, I think,

convince every reafonable Man of the Neceflity of

having fome Amendment therein.

As it is the Duty of the Legiflature to modei

the State in fuch a Manner that every Member
lhou'd exert his Faculties for the Common Good,

to the greater Advantage, it is necefiary to give the

Gentry tbat Opportunity which great Part of them

EH inclinable to embrace^ and the only Thing

they



[67]
they can do in defending their Country and their

Property ; which if they are excluded from, and

this is fupplied by others at a vaft Expence, the

Kingdom weakens itfelf doubly, and cuts them off*

from doing any Thing for the State ; fuch Mea-

fures make the Gentry become a dead Weight, of

whom it may properly be faid, if they do not this,

that they are only Fruges confumere nati.

The Country-Gentlemen (let their private Views

be what they will) ought to be for a Militia, in

order to keep their Money at home, and for the

Sake of a local certain Defence always at hand.

—

If the Whigs would preferve the Protejiant Suc:ef-

fion, if the Minijlers would continue their Power,

and fave the Treafury Money at the fame Time,

they ought to co-operate ; becaufe it would evince

to the People their Inclination to do one good

Thing, altho' fo much taken up with Purfuits of

another Kind.

If thefe Arguments, duly confidered, will not

have Weight enough to gain us a Militia, I

fhould be apt to believe, with a certain Perfon, That

the Time is at hand when cur Liberties will be loft,

and that a general Inja:f:bility hath been Jent among/}

us j mojl Providentially, to make our Alifery mere

tolerable.

I a AP-





APPENDIX-
fC%£%r*{INCE the publifhing the firft Edition of

3G( o )5C this little Piece, a Bill having been

^ /^ brought into the Houfe of Commons,
sttL^/SsJ* for rendering the Militia more ufe-

ful ; and fome Speeches in Parliament, upon that

Occafion, having appeared in Print : Thefe will,

we prefume, be no unfuitable Appendix, as they

tend to illuftrate this Subject.

A SPEECH in the Houfe of Commons for

Leave to bring in a Bill to make the Militia

more ufeful.

S I R,
ct -jpROM a thorough Conviction of the Necef-

jj fity of the Meafure which I am about to

propofe, and according to my Declaration in a late

Debate, I rife up, in the Integrity of my Heart,

to move this Honourable Houfe that fomething

may be done to render the Militia more ufeful.

*' It is, indeed, with great Diffidence that I

take upon me fo important a Concern in the Pre-

sence of fo many Gentlemen of fuperior Abilities :

But, however weak my Attempt, I hope that my
Intention will appear to be fuch as becomes a

faithful Subject, and a Lover of his Country. I

hope, Sir, that the being firft in Arms, and firft

in the Field to oppofe the late Rebellion, at the

HeadofaSort of Militia (for fuch they were) will

.excufe my being firft in a Proposal for rendering

the
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the Militia more able to defend their Country,

if the like Emergency mould again happen: And
that the Sincerity of my Zeal will atone for the

Plainnefs of my Addrefs, and the Irregularity of

my Arguments.

* c I have endeavoured, Sir, as I thought it my
Duty, to make myfelf Mafter of the excellent

Laws oFourAnceflorsfor regulating the Militia

of this Country, and have fearched into the Caufes

which have rendered this Militia weak and con-

temptible. As thefe Caufes will be eafily com-

prehended, and the Faults in our Laws, which

produced them, may be eafdy pointed out, the

Remedy will not be either difficult or tedious. I

muff not, however, omit to take Notice that the

Militia Laws have been fpoiled by Defign, fome

villainous Claufes having been artfully intruded

into them, which were previoufly known to be

fuch as would render them intirely ufelefs. As

this cannot be denied, I perfuade myfelf, that, af-

ter a very little Reflection, every Gentleman pre-

fent will concur in my Opinion, That fome Alte-

ration is neceffary with refpect to our Militia,

either to commence now, or at a more convenient

Seafon, or at leaft at an Eve of a Commotion,

when their Affiftance mall be wanted to furmount

the Danger which we would not prevent. If our

Militia is not to be frequently exercifed, letthere

be fome Law by which it may be more effectually

raifed : Let us no longer acknowledge the Impor-

tance of a Militia in the Preambles of many of

oar Statutes, yet render this very Militia inef-

fectual, by fuftering fuch deftruclive Claifes to re-

main, as will reduce the Statute itfeff to a mere

Form
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Form of Words and a dead Letter, to the Afto-

nifhment of other Nations, and the Difgrace of

our own. Let us, Sir, repeal all the prefent Laws
concerning the Militia, we ihall then evidently

perceive our Nakedneis, and in what a defencelei;,

State they will leave us ; let us no longer be amu-

ied with the Appearance of a Security which they

cannot give ; nothing more furely than the Difco-

very ot our Danger is necciiary to put us immedi-

ately upon our Guard ; nothing more furely is ne-

cefcary to determine u 3 to enact Laws which mail

be in Eriect what the prefent Laws are only in

Form; and, 1 hope, we fhall, upon this Occa-

fion, remember the great Maxim of Co/mo de Me-

i
from whom Mad.ucjel derived all his poli-

tical Knowlci.^ : Dt ./'.* till Tomorrow what

can and ought to be done To-a

« A Regulation, Sir, by which our Cbuntry

is to be defended againft SuperfHtion and Slavery,

againit. the Fury of an Invaiicn, or the Rapine of

Rebellion, requires the molt mature and difpaf-

iionate Deliberation : Shall we, therefore, deter

this Regulation till we hear the Drum of an Ene-

my beat to Amis r Shall we defer it till every Heart

throbs with Appiehenfion, and every Mind is con-

fufed with Anxiety and Terror r Till Impatience

for obtaining the End fhall caufc us to miftake the

Means r Till a Time when an hypocritical Zeal

for the Safety of the Publick, taking Advantage

of the Confuhon, fhall bring us into greater Dan-

ger r Were not the very Claufes that have ei

culated ourStatutes relatingto theMiLiriA, intro-

duced in the Fimc of public and imminent Da

by defigning Men ; who, under a l^etencc of
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creafing our Security, took away even what we
had?

<c Let us then, in this Interval of Tranquility,

when the Mind is at Leifure to examine and chufe,

fet about changing thefe ruinous Claufes for fuch

as will be quite proper. Let us now eftablifh our

Safety upon a firm Foundation, by pafEng fuch a

Law as will furnifh this Country with a Militia
equally effective, more eafily raifed, and maintained

at a lefs Expence than that of any other Nation in

the World ; let us no longer truft our Liberty and

our Lives, our Religion, our Country, and our

Pofterity to a Mercenary Army that has no Motive

to defend us but its Pay ; and no Concern for our

Liberties, becaufe they have given up their own.

" If it mould happen, Sir, that a large Mili-

tary .force fhould be fuddenly wanted, at a Time
when the Parliament is not fitting, and his Maje-

fty is abroad, how is it to be fupplied ? Will not

the waiting for an Act. cf Parliament produce the

moft dangerous Delay I And will not the fame

Inconveniences follow that happen'd in the Year

1745? Inconveniences which we now feel, and

which will probably be long felt by our Pofterity.

A well constituted Militia, Sir, at that Time
would have faved the Nation 3,000,000/. and if

it be admitted that fuch a Militia would be at-

tended with an -annual Expence to the whole Na-
tion of 10,000/. and that there fhould be Occa-

fion to ufe it but once in thirty Years, which is

;he Space between the two laft Rebellions, we
mould then have that Service for 300,000 /. which

has coft us 3 ;
oco 3ooo /. and confequcntly fave

(which
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(which would be good (Economy inftead of fuper-

fluous Expcnce) 2,700,000/. upon the Balance.

Befides, thofc whom the Want of this Force might

encourage to interrupt our Tranquility, may be

deterred from their Attempt, by obferving that a

new Regulation hath rendered us Sufficiently for-

midable : To prevent is certainly Jlill better ib

cure. Thefe Confiderations, Sir, appear fo forcible

to me, that I cannot think any Gentleman will

continue to oppofe, or even, on any Account, to

delay, the Meafure which they have induced me to

undertake and recommend.

" But, Sir, left any Gentleman fhould doubt

whether this Meafure be practicable, I mail ob-

serve that the Eftablifhment of a Militia in any

Country, where the People are numerous and in-

duftrious, is not only practicable but eafy. Swit-

zerland and Germany^'hich are poor Countries ori-

ginally, and thinly inhabited, have theii;Militia,

notwithstanding the People muftbe neceffr.rily dif-

fipated by the great Extent of the Lands which

'they cultivate. And is a Militia impoffible in

land? A Country that is remarkable for its

Fertility, and crouded with Men, where a few

Acres afford a plentiful Subfiftcnce, and almoft

every Parifh could furnifh a Regiment!

" If it be objected, That this Militia cannot

be exercifed without taking the Hufbandman or the

Manufacturer from his Labour, a Circumftance

which cannot but be hurtful to a trading Nation ; I

anfwer, Our Militia maybe excrcis'd on Holi-

;, according to the Practice in Switzerland ; but

fuppofingtriattwo Days In a Month were to be fct

K apart
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apart for this Purpofe, it is evident that lefs Labour

would be loft by 200,000 Militia, who would

immediately return to their Work from their Ex-

ercife, than by 20,000 Regular Troops, who con-

fider themfelves as Gentlemen Soldiers, and every

Species of Induflry as incompatible with their Sta-'

tion, and indeed with their Duty.

" I would not, however, be thought an Ad-

vocate for the total Reduction of the Army. I

know that an Army is necefTary, that there muft

be Guards, and fome Troops at our Garrifons in

Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, and a fufficient Num-
ber of Regular Forces in Ireland, the Iflands of

Scotland and the TVeJl-Indies. But I think fuch a

Reduction of the Army is expedient, as would caufe

a Saving, equivalent to the Expence of 160,000

Militia ; and that enough would ftill remain for

the above Services.

" This Number, Sir, of 160,000 for the Mi-
litia was our antient Contingent; and, as they are

difperfed thro' the feveral Counties of this Ifland,

will effsdtually reprefs, if not prevent, any Inva-

fion from abroad, and quell every Difturbance

that may be fomented at home. They will be al-

ways ready, in every Part of the Kingdom, to af-

fiir. the Civil Power, as well as to protect our

Coafts from Infult ; Coafls of fuch Extent, that

if the prefent Standing Army was doubled, it

would not be able to fecure the Illand from being

plundered in fome Part or other, by the daring

Crew of a Buccaneer, or a defperate Aflbciation of

Smugglers. And as it is our Coaft that principally

makes a Military Force of any Kind necefTary,

what
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what muft be our Situation, when, without any

Force by which this Coaft can be fecured, and

with fcarce a fortified Place in the Kingdom, we

are not able to bring together 6000 Men for the

Defence of the Capital upon a fudden and unex-

pected Attack ? The Marfhals Bellijle and Saxe

both remarked, That we muft be eahly over-run

;

and it is a common Saying among the French, That

England would be only a Breakfail : And I mould.

1 - furry if they mould put us to prove the contrary

before we have a Militia eftablifh'd. Need we
have a better Hint, or a ftronger Motive, to pro-

vide for our Safety I Ex Hojie doceri,

" As to the Difficulty of reforming our Militia^

if it be faid That Experiment is againft me, and

that Experiment is ftronger than Argument ; if it

be alledg'd That former Attempts to eftablifh a

Militia have been ineffectual, it needs only be

confidered, by what Means thefe Attempts have

been made. They were made in confequence of

thofe very Statutes which, being perverted from

;hcir primary Intentions, are evidently Felo de fe ;

fo that the Militia, which was defign'd to be a

regular well-difciplin'd Body, is degenerated into a

mere Mob ; but even this Mob has been known

to do good Service.

"• I will not trefpafs, Sir, upon the Indulgence

of the Houfe, by proving felf-evident Propofitions :

It is fufficient only to ftate them. It is of abfolute

Neceflity we fhould have a Military Force fuffi-

to defend eleven Millions of People, and it is

acknowledged, on all Hands, that our prefent

s 5 is not fufficient. There are but three Ways
K ?.
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by which this Deficiency can be fupplied ; firft, by

a Regular Army of Mercenaries ; fecondly, by

Foreign Auxiliaries ; thirdly, by a Militia. A
Regular Army of Mercenaries we can neither af-

ford to pay for living in Idlenefs, nor fpare from

the Trades in which they would otherwife be em-
ployed. The Hiring of Auxiliaries is attended

with equal Expence, and is yet lefs to be depended

upon; for theywhomay be engaged to fupply Auxi-

liaries to us may, when we want them, be fcarce

able to defend themfelves, as was the Cafe in the

unhappyYeari745. Auxiliaries may alfo be bought

off by oar Enemy at the very Minutewe want them,

or fent under ReftritStions which will render them

wholly unferviceable. There needs not, indeed,

any Argument to prove a Meafure to be impolitic,

which has already incumbered us with Debts that

it is fcarce poffible we fhould pay, and has reduced

our Neighbours the Dutch into yet more deplorable

Poverty and Diflrefs.

<CA Militia which would defend us by Men of

Property, whefe Intereft is involved in that of their

Country, and who would only circulate their Pay,

not carry it abroad, muft be our only Re-

fource. Such a Militia, Sir, has been rejected by

e who have had the Management of this un-

y Country, who have, for Rcafons beft known

to themfelves, fquandered the Public Treafure in

*r;pts to obtain from foreign and domeftic

Mercenaries \ litia only can fupply.
:

Us then in in the Behalf of an injured Na-

let us once more connect the Civil and the

: their united Efforts to

This, as it will sive us Strength

at
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at home, will give us Reputation and Weight
abroad. This is advifed by Machiavel, as the

fureft Means of National Greatnefs $ this was fuc-

cefsfully pra&ifed by the Spartans and the Romans

of old, the Goths and antient Germans, and this

is now the Strength and the Glory of the Swifs ;

a Nation, which however inconfiderable in its Ex-
tent, no ambitious Power has dared to moleft..

I therefore humbly move, that Leave may be gi-

ven to bring in a Bill for the good Purpofes that I

have mentioned."

Tins was ordered accordingly.

Another Speech on bringing in the foregoing Bill.

5 / R,

T is with great Pleafure that I rife up to con-

I gratulate my Friends and Countrymen, upon

the apparent Piobability of Succefs in the Attempt

for making -.he Militia more ufeful. The Zeal

of the Houfe, which appeared in an unanimous

Order to prepare and bring in a Bill for this Pur-

poL, b.as ;cd the moftfanguine Hopes that

it will not be regarded meerly as a Subject of Dif-

but be coniider'd with a ferious and difpaflion

ittemion ; and that, after it {hall have recei-

ved every Improvement which may be expected

from the united Efforts of Judgment, Experience,

and Integrity, in this AfTembly, it will pafs into a

Law: And in thi, Hope I am not alone ; for J

have, with Pleafure, heard it urged, by many Gen-

tlemen wh led me their kind Afliftance in

the 1.L Afljduity am}

ferfeverance.
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The Gentlemen who have, by your Orders,

prepared the Bill, which is now delivered in at

your Table, confidered their Subject with the moft

mature Deliberation; and compared every Plan

for a Militia, which was fuggefted by their

own Minds, with all that they could procure from

the Writings of others, and from the Practice of

antient and modern Nations. They foon percei-

ved that the Declenfion of our own Militia was

not the Effect of any Error in the general Structure

of our old Laws, upon which it was founded ; but

of particular Claufes, which were fo loofely and

inaccurately expreffed, as that the Law might be

neglected or violated with Impunity. To thefe

Laws therefore they have adhered as a general

Plan; and the rather becaufe new Projects, how-

ever fpecious in Theory, are frequently found to

be very difficult in Practice. And, indeed, to in-

troduce new conftituent Parts into an old Syftem

of Government, frequently weakens the whole :

The Materials are fuch as never hold firmly

together ; the Breach that was made to ad-

mit the new Structure is always viable, and the

Fabrick lofes not only its Uniformity but its

Strength.

By thefe Confederations the Gentlemen were

deterred from the Experiment, and judged it befr.

Jlare fuperVias Jntiquas; and nothing more feems

to require Alteration in the old Laws than the

Claufes which rendered them ineffectual, and the

Method of defraying the Expence which muff, ne-

cefTarily attend the Militia's being drawn out.

Nor has any Thing been added except fome Re-
gulations for the Meeting, of the Lieutenants and
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their Deputies ; the exercifing the Men on Holi-

days ; and the eftabl idling a few honorary Re-

wards. Thefe Regulations have been found of

great Advantage to the Swi/s, and, it is hoped,

will render our Militia fuperior to theirs. Such

is the Structure of the Bill, and, if it fhould pafs

into a Law, it will almoft execute itfelf ; the Mi-

litary Exercife will be confidered as an Entertain-

ment and Diverfton ; the Parade and Dexterity

will gratify the Spectators, and the Troops will be

pleafed to perceive themfelves the Objects of pub-

lic Attention and Curiofity : For this Reafon no

Coertion is neceffary to caufe the Militia to ex-

ercife in Switzerland ; and for the fame Reafon no

Coertion will be neceffary here.

" But with whatever Labour the Bill may have

been thus formed, and however perfect it may be

thought as a Model, by the Gentlemen who bring

it in, the Object of their Zeal is not the Mode but

the Subftance j the Regulation of the Militia,

fo as to render it the Bulwark: of our Country by

whatever Method that can beft be done, is that

which they are defirous to accomplifh it by. Care

therefore has been taken not to load the Bill with

particular Claufes, but to leave it general and open;

a Kind of Sketch or Outline to be fvnifhed and cor-

rected by more able Hands ; and it is hoped that.

it will eafily be wrought up to a furhcient Degree

of Perfection when it goes into a Committee

;

where there wili be Opportunity to confider every

Part in its Reflation to the whole, to remove eve-

ry Irregularity, and fupply every Defect : And the

Gentlemen who have exhibited it will be readv to

refolve every Doubt that (hall arii'e, and an: ..g>" ^
every & £$

Br

tU
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every Inquiry that fhall be made during the Exa-

mination.

t( The Bill, as it ftands at prefent,. extends no

farther than to the teaching the .Ufe of Arms and a

Military Exercife ; that, upon Occafion, a fuffici-

ent Number of expert and effective Men may be

immediately formed into Companies and Regi-

ments, and brought into the Field.

*

" To effecl: this Purpofe, the Militia-Men
need only be inrolled from Time to Time for a

Year ; fo that the Mailer, or, if he pleafes, his

Servant, may go and exercife. Nor can it be ima-

gined that any will refufe this in a Time of Peace,

if it is remembered how many offered themfelves

when the defperate Bands of Rebellion were with-

in a few Days March of the Metropolis, and it was

probable that the next Thing to taking Arms for

our Country was to lay down Life in its Defence,

When this Plan, limited as it is, {hall take Place>

we fhall become a warlike and formidable Nation

5

for, by the Execution of fuch a Plan, Prujjla has

acquired all the Weight and influence which ren-

tiers her fuperior to many other States that have

much more Extent of Country, and a much greater

Number of Inhabitants. The Majority of the

Prujjlan Troops is a Militia, into which every

Man able to bear Arms is compelled to enter J

but the Eftablifhment of a Militia in England

does not require Inrclment of more than one Man
in twenty. Our Advantage then, in Comparifon

with Pruffia, whenever we fhall purfue our own
Interefr. with equal Sagacity and Diligence, is too

•bviotis to need pointing out. At prefent, indeed,

this
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this is not the Cafe; for by fome Rules of Policy,,

which are not to be comprehended by every Un-

derftanding, the paying large Subfidies for foreign

Afiiftance has been preferred to the obtaining a na-

tural Force of our own Men, who muft necef-

farily be always upon the Spot where they are

wanted, or where they will be required to ferve,

who cannot be bought off by the Enemy, nor ren-

dered ineffectual by prior Engagements.

" It has been, upon a former Occafion, remark-

ed, that a Military Force is indifpenfibly neceffary,

and it cannot be denied that every Nation muft be

formidable in proportion to the Facility and Cheap-

nefs with which this Force is fuftained. But what

can protect a Nation from Contempt and Infult

that is groaning under a Load of Debts, which fhe

defpairs to pay, and ofTaxes which thefe Debts have

made necefiary r Debts which fhe has incurred by

hiring Mercenaries for her Defence inTime ofWar,

and which fhe muft increafe by the fame Means

whenever aTime ofWar fhall return ? Debts which

therefore muft be continually accumulating, till

they produce the Ruin which they were contracted

to prevent ? Muft not this deplorable Situation be

certainly known to her Neighbours ?—And will

they not injure her without Scruple, when they

know they may do it with Impunity ? Will they

n t treat her Rcmonftrances with Equivocation

.and Delay, and at laft put an End to Solicitation

b/a peremptory Refufal of Redrefs r Have we not

been thus treated by the Spaniards and the French?

And do they not thus treat the Dutch for the fame

Reafon ? But did they treat us thus in the Days of

Elizabeth or Cromwell, when we were a military

L Na-
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Nation ? When every Manufacturer \vas ready to

throw down his Tools, and take up a Muiquet;

and fought not for his Pay as a Soldier, but for his

Honour as a Briton ? Let us retrieve the Influence

that we have loft, while to retrieve it is in our

Power ; and if we cannot lefTen the Burden which

has been laid upon us, let us at leaft prevent

ite Increafe, while it is yet to be fuftained : In con-

fidence that this Bill will contribute to So defirabJe

an End, I move that it may' now be read."

This Motion was feconded by L——t G—:—

1

—tb—pef and the Bill , was read accordingly.

The Motion for a feeond Reading was made by

Mr. Tb—nt—n, and feconded by Mr. E—w—n

L~—fo—Ies y after which it was ordered £b '

e i

mitted to a Committee of the whole. FToufe, v

the Blanks were filled up, and the fame wa

ported ; but the further Proceeding therein

fuipended on account of the SeJfions being ,

advanced, and in order that the Country fhoujd be

fully apprized of the Nature of this important

Bill,

N 1 S.
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