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Abstract 

 

Since 2009, Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country, has been in a serious humanitarian crisis 

emerging from insurgency headed by militant jihadist organization: Boko Haram. The group has carried 

out deadly attacks on civilians in northeast Nigeria leading to mass internal displacement and forced 

migration of affected persons in the region to more stable areas of the country. The conflict has done 

abysmal damage to the region and nation, causing thousands of deaths and dispossessing over 3 million 

people of their properties and livelihood. Women and children remain hot targets of the group’s numerous 

abductions, torture and sexual violence both during and post active attack periods. These issues have 

forced many to flee their communities, seeking safety in Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps cross- 

country. However, a majority of the camps are in a deplorable state and grapple with overcrowding, poor 

living conditions, insecurity, environmental health risks and other dangers. The aim of this study is to 

explore how these issues affect women’s wellbeing, particularly in Durumi IDP camp, Abuja. The end 

goal of the study is to find crucial gaps in the camp’s conditions and operations, and develop strategies/ 

recommendations that adhere to sustainable approaches in addressing the pressing living conditions in the 

camp, particularly decent shelter. 
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Glossary of Important Terms 

 

Internally Displaced Person(s): Persons or groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee 

or to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid 

the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or 

human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border (Guiding 

Principles on Internal Displacement, 1998, p. 1). 

Boko Haram: Boko Haram is an Islamist militant group based in Nigeria’s northeast. Mohammed 

Yusuf, an influential Islamist cleric from Borno State, created the group in Maiduguri in 2002. The 

overarching aim of the group, which began as an offshoot of the Salafi movement, a branch of Sunni 

Islam, is to establish a fundamentalist Islamic state with sharia criminal courts (Council for Foreign 

Relations, 2018).  

Insurgency: is a protracted political-military struggle directed toward subverting or displacing the 

legitimacy of a constituted government or occupying power and completely or partially controlling the 

resources of a territory through the use of irregular military forces and illegal political organizations 

(United States Government, 2012). 
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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

1.1 Research Aim  

The aim of this research is to understand the complexities of forced migration, caused by 

insurgency on IDPs, especially women living in IDP camps and settlements in Nigeria by using Durumi 

IDP Camp as contextual case study for the investigation. The study will explore how the issues of forced 

migration affect wellbeing and livelihood of women in informal camps such as Durumi. The end goal of 

the study is to find gaps and develop strategies/ recommendations that align with sustainable development 

in addressing pressing matters in the camp, particularly the need for decent shelter. Adequate shelter will 

improve security and wellbeing in the camp and can be a model for similar camps and affected 

communities. This study will adopt general IDP protection principles from the United Nations Guiding 

Principle on Internal Displacement, to inform the analysis.   

 

1.2 Background to Insurgency in Nigeria  

 

Over recent years, insecurity has become Nigeria’s most challenging issue, emerging in various 

dimensions: Boko Haram insurgency, herdsmen attack on farmers, kidnapping and ethno- religious 

conflict. The rebel group Boko Haram became well known following several deadly attacks on civilians 

in Nigeria in 2009. The ideology of the sect is objection to western education, law and lifestyle. The 

group’s agitation for a Sharia State and complete Islamization of the country has been the spearhead of 

the deadly incessant attacks (Malachy, 2013). The group has carried out numerous bombings, killings and 

abductions including the abduction of over 2000 women and 276 girls from Chibok secondary school, 

Borno state in 2014 (Amnesty International, 2015). Since the inception of insurgency in Nigeria, around 

14 million people have been affected by the attacks, causing over 20,000 deaths, 3 million displacements 
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and hundreds of invasions of communities. Approximately 1.75 million persons affected by this terror, 

mostly comprising women and children, have sought to take refuge in displacement camps (IOM, 2017). 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps are located in the severely affected states of Borno, Adamawa 

and Yobe as well as other parts of the country. These three states host significant numbers of affected 

persons, while other camps can be found in safer areas including the Nation’s capital Abuja and nine 

other states in the northern region (Internal Displacement Monitoring Center, 2017). The violence in its 

huge scale thwarts the nation's efforts on poverty reduction and nation building and sustainable 

development more broadly. A high fraction of Nigeria’s northeastern population lost their livelihood in 

the heat of the crisis, fuelling poverty and starvation (Adewale, 2016).  

 

1.3 Contextual Overview of Internal Displacement Camps in Abuja  

Since 2014, millions of persons affected by the Boko Haram violence have been forced to move 

out of the affected northeast areas to other parts of the country due to the severity of the insurgency 

challenge. While the focus of the international humanitarian community is placed on the centre of the 

violence in the northeast, an alarming number of IDPs have been harbouring in various IDP settlements in 

Abuja. Abuja itself is a city that has a history of Boko Haram attacks. The deadly group claimed 

responsibility for three major bomb attacks in the city: the 2011 United Nations building bombing, 2014 

Emab shopping plaza and Nyanya bombings (Onuoha et al, 2016). The city is also experiencing housing 

insecurity, forced evictions and demolition of illegal structures due to the government’s property rights 

policies, which grant special land rights to the indigenous Gbagyi people of Abuja (Adewale, 2016).  

IDP settlements in the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) were established following the arrival of 

IDPs, as temporary living solutions after fleeing the political and religiously motivated violence in the 

northeast. However, these settlements have inadequately sheltered victims of the crisis as they are in 

extremely poor shape, leaving the displaced with no alternatives other than to endure inhumane 

conditions and vulnerabilities in the camp settlements (Owoaje et al., 2016). Displaced persons living in 
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these conditions grapple with a range of environmental and social factors including overcrowding, poor 

shelter and sanitary facilities, gender- based violence, insecurity, health risks and a range of other things 

(Adewale, 2016). Other budding difficulties experienced by residents of these camps are the restrained 

access to food, water and social amenities as well as a heightened presence of sexual violence and 

insecurity (Human Rights Watch, 2016). Despite this, the Federal Capital city Abuja remains a peak 

destination for persons fleeing conflict in the northeast because it is the seat of government; a seeming 

place of safety. IDPs have however been met by the abandonment of authorities. The following section 

provides some theoretical underpinning of the vulnerability of humans in displacement. It is therefore 

important for the reader to have a clear understanding of the global phenomena of Internal Displacement 

and Forced Migration as well as key definitions and issues relating to Internally Displaced Persons 

(IDPs).  

 

1.4 Conceptualization of “Internally Displaced Persons” (IDPs) 

The United Nations Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement defines Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs) as: "Persons or groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee or to leave 

their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of 

armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made 

disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border" (Guiding Principles on 

Internal Displacement, 1998, p. 1). The term Internally Displaced Person(s) is considered merely 

descriptive of an individual’s actual circumstance. Also, the term does not convey any special legal status 

since the displaced persons remain within the confines and jurisdiction of their country and are entitled to 

all the rights and privileges of a citizen and customary residents of that country (UNHCR, 2013). This 

definition therefore applies to a person who has been forced to leave their home but remain within the 

authority of the state regardless of being a citizen, non- citizen or stateless individual who habitually 

resides in the country (UNHCR, 2013).  
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Two things are key in the definition. The movement is involuntary and happens within the 

borders of a country unlike refugees who cross an international boarder and lose protection of their home- 

country. Person(s) compelled to leave their home(s) due to conflict or disasters are entitled to protection 

of their home- country governments (UNHCR, 2013).  

1.4.1 Important Facts on IDP(s) 

a. “The IDP definition adopted locally, nationally and regionally must be consistent with, and should not 

be narrower than, what is provided for in the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement” 

(UNHCR, 2013).  

b. “Being an IDP is not a legal status that may be granted, refused or ceased” (UNHCR, 2013). 

c. “IDPs may include individuals who are citizens or habitual residents” (UNHCR, 2013). 

d. IDPs are entitled to protection of their home- countries and countries of residence.  

e. It is the responsibility of governments to provide protection to IDPs living within the state.  

 

1.5 Phases of Internal Displacement  

It is the sole responsibility and duty of the government of a country of displacement to provide 

protection to displaced persons. To further substantiate this case, the United Nations Human Rights 

Commission (UNHRC) defines Internal Displacement as a three- phase process: 

a. Pre- displacement: The pre- displacement phase is the stage where governments develop 

precautionary measures against unforeseen circumstances, which may lead to displacements. 

(UNHCR, 2013). 

b. During displacement: This phase includes response actions in giving protection and assistance to 

IDPs and affected communities likewise taking precautionary steps, which may prevent further 

displacements (UNHCR, 2013). 
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c. Post- displacement: This phase is the restructuring phase; placing emphasis on finding durable 

solutions for disadvantaged individuals and communities, as well as providing humanitarian 

assistance and promoting sustainable livelihoods. (UNHCR, 2013). 

 

1.6 Global IDP Facts and Figures 

Persistent social, economic and environmental pressures are causing more people to leave their 

homes and livelihoods, seeking refuge in safer locations, temporarily or long term.  Historically, the 

global crisis of internal displacement emerged on the global agenda in the late 1980s resulting from 

conflict, internal strife, systematic violations and natural factors (Cohen, 2004). The world experienced 

the highest ever rate of migration since the beginning of the 21st century, even tagged “century of 

people on the move” by the United Nations High Commissioner for refugees, António Guterres in 2011 

(United Nations General Assembly, 2011).  

By the end of 2017, The Internal Displacement Monitoring Center (IDMC) put the total global 

internal displacement head count at 40 million with 30.6 million new displacements recorded in that year 

(IDMC, 2018). These displacements are both conflict and disaster related, spread across 143 countries 

and territories. Out of 30.6 million new human displacements, 11.8 million people were displaced by 

conflict, while 18.8 million other displacements were linked to natural disasters. The most affected 

regions of disasters include: Africa, Asia, Americas and Europe with Sub- Saharan Africa leading in 

conflict related displacements as shown in Table 1.1 below (IDMC, 2018).       
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Table 1.1 Regional Overview of Global Displacements in 2017 (IDMC, World Bank Data 2018) 
 

 
 

Internal displacement figures have significantly increased within the last decade, reaching about 

40 million displacements by the end of 2017 (Figure 1.1). With over 30 million new displacements in 

2017, daily displacement figures translate to 80, 000 displacements per day. Furthermore, the last decade 

has witnessed irregular patterns as in displacements with displaced population reaching an all-time high 

of 40.8 million in 2015 as shown in Figure 1.1 (UNHCR, 2016).  

 

 
 
Figure 1.1. Trend of global displacement and proportion of displaced between 2007- 2017 (UNHCR, 2017) 
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1.7 Global Impact and Challenge of Internal Displacement and Forced Migration  

The global effects of internal displacement and forced migration constitute significant impacts on 

the countries’ economies, particularly the huge task of providing humanitarian response to affected 

persons and communities for a sustained period, until normalcy is returned. In terms of spending, a great 

deal of resources is needed to provide such responses: humanitarian responses as have high capital costs 

(Eriksson et al., 1996). It is estimated that the world economy loses between $250 billion and $300 billion 

annually on displacements and disasters (Food and Agriculture Organisation, 2017). The impacts of 

internal displacement can be direct or indirect, short- term or long- term, tangible or intangible (IDMC, 

2018). The economic effect of internal displacement can be both positive and negative, as it can create 

opportunities for financial ambiguities and misuse by certain individuals. Authorities responsible for 

providing the basic needs of IDPs can corruptly benefit from revenues intended for tackling displacement 

challenges. Conversely, displacements are business gains for producers and suppliers of displacement 

needs (Boyer et al., 2016).  

The global impact of internal displacement is huge for both displaced populations and host 

communities. These issues are understood to be far more tasking for developing nations to manage due 

to huge resources required to manage such situations, as well as to rebuild affected livelihoods and 

communities. Developing nations have the least number of IDP returnees in the world (IDMC, 2018). 

Below are some major challenges that displaced persons encounter in displacements (Deng, 2001): 

1. No access to food, water, shelter, healthcare and other basic human needs 

2. Limited access to social services 

3. Human vulnerability 

4. Physical, sexual and gender- based violence  

5. Discrimination 

 

1.8 Vulnerability of Displaced Persons in FCT IDP Camps 

The approach to defining the concept of “vulnerability” varies according to disciplines, as 
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vulnerability can also be context- based. Neil Adger defines vulnerability as the state of susceptibility to 

harm from exposure to stresses associated with environmental and social change and from the absence of 

capacity to adapt (Adger, 2006). Data, reports, videos, photos and existing studies are indicative of high- 

level vulnerabilities among displaced populations in Abuja IDP camp. The camp populations are exposed 

to insecurity and disease outbreaks and these can be linked to the multifaceted and dispossessing effects 

of displacements and forced migration (Adewale, 2016). The complexities of the camp settlements can be 

traced to limited humanitarian responses in the camps and this is because of the unrecognized nature of 

the camp (NEMA, 2018). Many of the IDPs who have little or no access to food, water and sanitation, 

shelter, healthcare and other necessities survive at the mercy of donations received from concerned 

groups and organisations (Adewale, 2016). The vulnerabilities in this camp are indicative of the 

significant absence of the key player in disaster management: the government and its agencies.  

Vulnerability in the context of Fineman’s theory is perceived as a universal account of the human 

order, in that all humans are vulnerable and have the potential of being dependent (Fineman 2008). In the 

same light, Kirby says that humans are susceptible to simultaneous increase in threats and a weakening of 

coping mechanisms as seen globally in contemporary conflicts and natural disasters (Kirby, 2006). In 

2019, it was reported by the Internal Displacement Monitoring Center that global displacements reached a 

record high in 2018 (Leduc et al., 2019). This report implies that many humans exist within a brittle 

society that is continually prone to internal collapse, disintegration, and other destructive external 

forces (Kirbyshire et al., 2006).  As such, internal displacement can be viewed as a detrimental 

environmental event, which results in extreme vulnerability, loss of belonging, change as well as loss of 

social identity. The results of internal displacement are shocking, because it forces humans into partial or 

complete dependency. More so, it is more intense in cases where interventions are inadequate and 

concerned authorities are unresponsive (Mooney, 2011). Furthermore, Fineman asserts that the state is 

hypothesized as the legitimate governing entity and should bear the primary responsibility of establishing 

and monitoring social institutions and affinities, which facilitate the acquisition of individual and social 
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resilience. Fineman further infers that state policy should be responsive to human vulnerability (Fineman, 

2017).  

 

1.9 Link Between Sustainability and the Impact of Insurgency in Nigeria 

 Before further discussions, it is important that the reader understands the dynamics between 

violence and a country’s progression.  

The definition of Sustainable Development is ambiguous and difficult to define precisely. 

However, the most common definition is that of the Brundtland Report. In 1987, the United Nations 

Brundtland Commission defined sustainability as “meeting the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (World Commission on 

Environment and Development, 1987, p. 27). The concept of Sustainable Development is a holistic 

approach that cuts across social, economic and environmental dimensions, with the view of 

acknowledging that all must be considered together (University of Alberta, 2012). The international 

community has adopted sustainability as a global framework for sustainable development. With the focus 

on fostering sustainable development in the African context, the African Union is a part of the 

international community’s recognition for the need to make the world more sustainable. The 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development in Africa is a development framework, anchored by the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (see Figure 1.2), targeting 169 social, economic, and 

environmental aspects of development (UN, 2015).  
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Figure 1.2. Sustainable Development Goals 2030 (United Nations) 

   

  With Nigeria being a member state of the United Nations, the achievement of Sustainable 

Development in the Nigerian context is enshrined in various sections of the 1999 Constitution, 

considering the social, economic and environmental pillars of sustainability (Constitution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, 1999). The constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria portrays the country in 

light of a “State based on the principles of democracy and social justice”. Furthermore, the Constitution 

promises to all Nigerian citizens justice encompassing the social, economic, political equality of status 

opportunity and the dignity of individuals.  

As a developing nation, Nigeria has grappled with issues of development since its independence 

in 1960. Aside from insecurity, unemployment, illiteracy and poverty are some of the country’s biggest 

challenges, with over 10 million children out of school; 89 million people in extreme poverty and 23 

million unemployed out of Nigeria’s 190 million population (Global Citizen, 2017; Kazeem, 2018; 

Trading Economics, 2019). The Boko Haram crisis is without question a huge catalyst for increased 

underdevelopment in the above-mentioned sectors; impeding on the actualization of the objectives of 

Sustainable Development. Since Nigeria’s transmission from military dictatorship to democracy in 1999, 

governing administrations have subscribed to upgrading critical areas in need of transformation. In light 

of this, election campaigns in Nigeria have placed much focus on strengthening institutions to stimulate 

the economy and improve social infrastructure (schools; hospitals; job creation and empowerment; 
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electricity; security). Campaign manifestos have similarly promised to tackle environmental pressures, in 

line with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) now Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). As 

at 2019, Nigeria’s roadmap to actualizing the SDGs is being deterred by systematic factors such as 

“indiscipline, endemic corruption among other factors that have remained a cankerworm to the 

development of Nigeria as a nation” (Ajiye, 2014, p. 24). In light of deficiency in good governance, many 

scholars and critics attribute illiteracy and unemployment (all indicators of underdevelopment) as key 

contributing factors to the evolution of insurgency in Nigeria, considering the easy recruitment of fighters 

in large numbers, by Boko Haram group in the northeastern region (Ewi, 2017). It is also significant to 

point out that northern Nigeria has the highest number of out- of school children and well as population 

with the least opportunities for formal employment (Kazeem, 2010). The indicators of these failures 

include: 

• Economic recessions and “Multidimensional Poverty” (World Bank, 2019). 

• Growing rate of illiteracy and unemployment (Global Citizen, 2017; Kazeem, 2018; Trading 

Economics, 2019). 

• Public insecurity (Human Rights Watch, 2016). 

• Food insecurity (International Crisis Group, 2016; The Guardian, 2016). 

• Dilapidated infrastructure and resources (Akintunde, 2017). 

• Weak response to conflicts and natural disasters. (Adewale, 2016).  

The uprising of violence, led by Boko Haram has further created roadblocks in Nigeria’s path 

towards achieving the goals of the SDGs. The Boko Haram insurgency remains a serious threat for peace, 

stability and sustenance in the socio- economic and ecological spheres and these conditions are critical 

enablers of sustainable outcomes for development (Hong, 2015). As much as sustaining peace is key in 

achieving Sustainable Development, Sustainable Development is also fundamental in sustaining peace. 

Many countries in complex states of conflict have adopted the SDGs as a solution to addressing conflict 

and violence (Soliman and Taranco, 2017). Similarly, “Sustaining Peace” is a concept, which is promoted 
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by the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council in responding to the crisis. The concept is 

focused on the need for long- term and thorough innovations in response to violent conflict; hence, both 

concepts are two sides of a coin (Soliman and Taranco, 2017). The social, economic and environmental 

effects of the Boko Haram crisis on displaced populations are presented in Figure 1.3.  

 

   

 
 

Figure 1.3. Social, Economic and Environmental conditions in Durumi Camp (Tsokwa, 2019) 

 

 Based on the issues highlighted in Figure 1.3, the living situations of displaced victims taking 

shelter in displacement camps and settlements are unfavourable for social equity, economic development 

and environmental integrity. The ongoing effects of displacement will result in long- term physical, 

psychological and emotional distress on IDPs. Furthermore, when the impacts of the Boko Haram crisis 

on affected populations are set against the SDGs, of the 17 goals, 10 (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11, 15 and 16) 
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are flouted by the conflict. These shortfalls are a significant setback for the Nigerian state to actualize 

sustainability. Although the northeast is the heart of the insurgency, it has a domino effect throughout the 

entire country as well as a major source of underdevelopment (Awortu, 2015).  

 

1.10 Literature Review  

 Literature identified within this research focus highlights key aspects of the poor living conditions 

and survival of displaced persons living in Abuja IDP settlements as well as camps in the northeast. It is 

important to consider literature on camps in the northeast region, so as to give a broader insight of the 

elements in the thesis. Researchers through their work have attempted to investigate the issues that are 

associated with the abandonment of IDPs as well as poor management of IDPs to inform government 

policies, since governments are obliged to play key roles in addressing the problem of violence and 

internal displacement (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 1998). This research aims to 

uncover new findings as well as build on existing knowledge on internal displacement within the 

framework of insurgency in Nigeria.  

Although there is limited academic writing in the area of Abuja IDP camps management, a great 

deal of existing research tends to provide a vague idea of the difficulties which IDPs encounter in an 

urban setting like Abuja. In contrast, authors like Adewale (2016) have focused their works on two 

fundamental bases- policy planning and implementation for the poor state of IDP settlements as well as 

the plight of IDPs. Administrative setbacks surrounding poor camp management in other IDP camps in 

the northeast will enlighten the reader on the symptoms of failure in Nigeria’s disaster management from 

a holistic approach. A summary of related literature is presented in the themes below. 

1.10.1 Planning and Policy  

Policy implementation is crucial for the effective management of displacements. A framework of 

policies on internal displacement serves as a blueprint and ensures protection for victims of displacement, 



 14 

in accordance with national and international standards (Olanrewaju, 2019). The challenges experienced 

by IDPs in Abuja are a result of lack of workable policies. Authors have faulted Nigeria’s poor disaster 

planning policies as being inadequate and impractical in addressing displacement issues and this is in 

review of the country’s fruitless attempts to effectively manage the outcomes of disasters and conflict 

displacements, even in past occasions. Building further on this theme, Olanrewaju et al argue that the 

complex situation in Abuja IDP settlements is due to the country’s lack of working policies for managing 

IDPs. The absence of domestic legislation on internal displacement results in differing policies and 

practices from international human rights standards. In a similar vein, Mirth suggests that the “absence of 

state policy” on IDPs and “politics of policy application” are responsible for the current conditions in 

Durumi IDP settlement (Mirth, 2014). The laxity of the administration towards IDP issues in the city 

shows that the Nigerian government is non-compliant with international law and established principles of 

internal displacement. These narratives correlate with the findings of Adewale that the policies in the 

Kampala treaty and other policies, adopted by the Nigerian government are insignificant as the policies 

are inert, thereby creating remarkable difficulties for displaced persons (Adewale, 2016).  

1.10.2 Lack of Transparency 

Corruption is an impediment to effective management of internal displacement in Nigeria. For 

example, there are allegations that the state spends foreign funds budgeted for IDPs on other activities, 

contributing to the poor shape of displacement camps and reports of extreme hunger and malnutrition in 

IDP camps (Lee, 2018). Akintunde (2019) argues that much of Nigeria’s socio-economic reality is rooted 

in untamed corruption and bad governance, leading to extreme poverty and slow infrastructure 

development (Akintunde, 2017). Despite Nigeria’s oil wealth and being Africa’s largest country, Nigeria 

overtook India in the International Monetary Fund's extreme poverty rating for 2018 (Kazeem, 2018). 

These dangerous tendencies are mirrored in IDP affairs throughout the country. 

Misappropriation of humanitarian funds and relief materials is a critical aspect of failed 

management of internal displacement, directly linked to humanitarian officials and senior Nigerian 
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government officials. In 2016, then Secretary to the Government of the Federation was indicted in a 

financial scandal, involving embezzlement of funds meant for citizens displaced by Boko Haram 

(Vanguard, 2016). In line with humanitarian corruption, Gwadabe et al., 2018 call for policies that would 

not purely concentrate on the humanitarian aspects of displacement but rather be extended to punitive 

measures for corrupt humanitarian officers (Gwadabe et al., 2018). A consequence of reckless leadership 

is acute hunger and starvation of IDPs across the country. In 2015, the United Nations World Food 

Programme cautioned that IDPs in Nigeria were facing acute food and livelihood emergencies, as 

children were surviving by feeding on onion leaves in the northeast camps (WFP, 2015). Similarly, 

findings in Osagioduwa and Olusengun’s study show that corruption was a major issue in IDP 

coordination in Nigeria in contrast to neighbouring Cameroon, where corruption is minimal, suggesting 

firmer and clear-cut policies for effective IDP management are possible. The authors further assert that 

although there is a better balance in the governance of internal displacement in the Cameroonian instance, 

the success is solely because the UNHCR is in a lead position of managing IDP resources (Osagioduwa et 

al., 2016). At the same time, they are of the view that the Cameroonian government contravenes principle 

3(1) and 25(1) of the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement by relinquishing its core 

responsibility to manage its displaced population to the UNHCR, which is an international, humanitarian 

organization.  

1.10.3 Poor Governance of Internal Displacement Camps 

Irregularities in Displacement Camp Management 

Literature indicates there are serious problems with governance in IDP camps and settlements in 

Nigeria. Based on findings, sequences of illegalities in Nigerian IDP camps are identified as leading 

causes of the hardships IDPs live by in displacement camps. These unlawful acts are enacted through 

diverse means and patterns.   

 

1. Hoarding, Theft, Illegal Distribution of Relief Materials and the Dynamics of Gender  
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Incessant hoarding, theft and diversion of relief materials by emergency and security operatives in 

camps in the northeast as well as host communities in Abuja IDP settlements are some of the illicit acts 

that are widespread in displacement camps around the country, thus depriving IDPs of food and non- food 

items as well as positioning them in extreme vulnerability (International Crisis Group, 2016). Mbaezue 

(2010) is of the view that many times syphoning of relief materials are unchallenged because IDPs are too 

afraid to apprehend accused persons, fearing reprisal attacks such as eviction from the community, and 

victimisation. At the same time, findings from a study conducted by Abdulazeez and Oriola (2018) assert 

that even in cases where food supply is available in camp stores, IDPs are not guaranteed to be fed three 

meals a day due to criminal practices of camp officials. In this regard, the illicit doings of state emergency 

management actors is further creating barriers for the rehabilitation as well as physical and psychological 

well being of displaced persons. Similarly, Abdulazeez and Oriola (2018) agree that the criminogenic 

patterns established by displacement agents in IDP camps in Nigeria directly serve as a foundational 

‘framing of injustice’ against victims of Boko Haram. Furthermore, in 2017, the government pointed out 

that close to half of food aid meant for victims of the Boko Haram insurgency in official IDP camps in the 

northeast was undelivered (BBC, 2017). The “diversion of relief materials”, a euphemism for theft, is a 

deliberate robbery of IDPs rights to human existence. In most reported cases, siphoned humanitarian 

items, which get carted away from their legitimate destinations, end up in the consumer market. These 

relief items are subsequently traded in markets, regardless of them being engraved with the Nigerian 

emblem, names of donating bodies as well as phrases such as “Relief Aid” and “Not For Retail Sale” 

(Kazeem, 2016). Evidence of such occurrences is shown in Figure 1.4  
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Figure 1.4. Insecticide mosquito net for Nigerian IDP relief materials displayed at a road- side market in Cotonou, 
Benin Republic (Omonaijablog, 2017) 

 
In view of the legislative implications of such criminal acts, camp officials are complicit in state 

crime. Abdulazeez et al., conclude that trading of IDP relief materials is a violation of Sections 112 and 

103 of the Criminal Code of Nigeria, which prohibit ‘selling and trafficking in offices’ and false claims of 

benefits for purposes of financial or material benefit by public service workers and/or their accomplices 

(Abdulazeez et al., 2018). Because corruptly obtaining benefits and selling property of any kind for a 

person’s own self in office is considered a criminal act, a person involved in such is guilty of a felony, 

and is liable to imprisonment for three years (Criminal Code Act, 1990).  

Out of vulnerability and desperation, findings show that women in Nigerian IDP camps are 

forced into having transactional sex in exchange for food, cash and non- food supplies, due to lack of aid 

distribution in the camps, as well as the freedom to move in and out of camp. As already indicated in this 

literature review discussion, IDP camp officials including emergency management officers and security 

personnel in displacement camps compound the sufferings of vulnerable displaced populations. Camp 

officials on different accounts have been accused of sexual harassment and exploitation of females in 

official IDP camps (Human Rights Watch, 2016). This persistent tactic employed by the malicious 

officials is an indication that the government is not doing enough to protect the rights of women and girls 
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in such environments. From a gender perspective, Alli et al argue that the precarious act of sexual 

exploitation of women and girls in IDP camps has direct links to patriarchy, considering that the Nigerian 

society is very male dominated, further implying that the influence of patriarchy in this context is the 

principal cause of high gender- based violence in the country (Alli et al., 2017). This is because a huge 

percentage of men who indulge in acts associated with violence, power and abuse of women with honour. 

The ideology shared by the authors resonates with coerced sexual activities in Abuja IDP settlements, as 

reports reveal that males who unsympathetically seek sexual relations in exchange for cash and gift items 

are patronizing vulnerable women in the camps (Oladeji, 2018). Another perspective on the issue is the 

fragility in these camps, especially the lack of livelihood opportunities for displaced women (Bisant, 

2019). In this sense, most female heads of households are highly likely to be food insecure, thereby 

turning to transactional sex as a last resort to feed their families. Enwereji (2009) attributes this to the 

government’s lack of empathy and consideration for displaced populations, also suggesting that it boils 

down to weak administration of internal displacement. Within discussions of accountability, Bisant is of 

the view that these activities are prevalent in such environments due to restrained access to the justice 

system, which has the responsibility to administer punitive measures against perpetrators of gender- based 

violence (Bisant, 2019). More legal studies reveal that access to the Nigerian civil and criminal justice 

systems are quite difficult especially for Nigerian masses, hence the commonness of such actions without 

deserved consequences (Okogbule, 2005; Adekunle, 2015).  

2. Deployment of Ghost IDPs and False Narratives of Emergency Officials  

In the northeastern camps, state emergency actors in IDP camps are accused of employing 

racketeering tactics in diverting relief funds and materials meant for IDPs in northeastern camps (Alqali, 

2016). Abdulazeez and Oriola (2018) are of the view that the use of ghost IDPs is one of several patterns 

adopted by state humanitarian actors in spinning false narratives and impressions that the camps are being 

properly managed. Relatives and friends of camp officials infiltrate the camps, before camp visits from 

political leaders and important dignitaries to IDP camps. These ghost IDPs are engaged at the camps in 

order for the population in the camps to correspond with brazenly inflated IDP figures that are reported to 
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the government and for which the camps receive financial and material support. Based on reports, such 

performative preparations were exposed during Nigeria’s Vice- President tour of displacement camps in 

the northeast in 2015 (Ajayi, 2015). Importing fake IDPs into displacement camps opens loopholes for 

illegal enrichment of camp officials, while it excludes actual displaced persons from assistance, at the 

same time intensifying their susceptibility. In situations like this, Bailey’s work on the perceptions of 

corruption in humanitarian assistance among IDPs in Northern Uganda, illustrates how the unmet needs 

of IDPs as well as their exclusion from beneficiary lists are more pressing concerns for IDPs, other than 

foundational issues behind corruption, and incompetence in the camps (Bailey, 2008). Drumtra, in similar 

research on internal displacement in Somalia stresses that similar frauds committed in IDP camps raise 

serious questions on the integrity of humanitarian efforts, and allude to the reasons behind poor- 

functioning displacement camps and settlements in the country (Drumtra, 2014).    

Ghost IDPs in displacement camps are often used as “agency”. They are pitched by camp 

officials as the “voice” of other IDPs during camp visits by dignitaries in a careful and selective manner, 

contributing to the impression of satisfactory camp management and false narratives that are promoted by 

camp officials. Abdulazeez et al., classify this as an “Erving Goffman scenario” otherwise called 

Goffmanesque (Abdulazeez et al., 2018). Goffmanesque- “staged impression management as a means of 

creating and disseminating a dual myth of social and environmental accountability” (Solomon et al., 

2013).  

Other forms of deception that are pushed by camp officials during camp visits from important 

guests include upgrading and tidying up camp environments as well as serving nutritious meals, which 

are rarely served to IDPs on regular days. The debate on accountability in this matter is complicated by a 

system deeply rooted in manipulation and fraudulent officials. In similar vein, since IDPs are frightened 

to accost camp officials for camp failures due to fears of discrimination and exclusion (Mbaezue, 2010), 

Bailey (2008) suggests that adopting effective complaint mechanisms will provide opportunities for camp 

residents to expose the corruptions of camp officials. She further implies that an important first move to 

hold camp officials answerable will be for humanitarian relief agencies to implement basic downward 
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accountability measures, for instance “informing beneficiaries (IDPs) about assistance processes and 

providing a means by which they can register feedback and make complaints safely and anonymously”. 

Residents of National Youth Service Camp in Damare, Adamawa state adopted the “name and shame” 

strategy to expose the dishonesty among camp officials, during a courtesy visit by the Vice- President of 

the Nigerian Senate, in 2015. A female IDP countered the NEMA coordinator for the camp, while he 

misinformed the senator that, the agency was taking good care of the IDPs and that 80 percent of IDPs 

were willing to go back to their homes. Her counter- statement reads: “It is a lie. We are not well taken 

care of. We only eat twice daily and it is always rice”. They sell the material brought to us. They also buy 

cows with money meant for our upkeep, please we want to go home” (Ajayi, 2015, p. 1).  

 

1.11 Identified Gaps in Literature  

Even though there are differences in the nature of IDP camps in the north and displaced 

settlements in Abuja, displaced populations in both types of camp settlements experience similar 

humanitarian difficulties. There are strong indications of systematic failures in managing disasters. For 

this reason, this study finds it important to conduct an in- depth analysis of camp conditions in Abuja by 

understanding the key reasons that are responsible for the neglect of IDPs living in difficult conditions in 

Abuja.   

      Furthermore, there is opportunity to assess the impacts, which poor management of the 

displacement crisis places on affected individuals- particularly women and sustainable development of the 

country. Within this, I have concentrated on finding the details as to why the camps in Abuja assume their 

informal status, even though the occupants of such settlements are displaced as a result of the Boko 

Haram crisis in the northeast. Secondly, the literature establishes the state of vulnerability for women 

living in IDP camps in the country. That being said, there is room to investigate the dangers which 

women are exposed to specifically in porous Abuja IDP settlements, following absence of official 

structures to protect the women in these camps. Thirdly, the literature analysis identifies major areas in 
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Abuja camps, which are in extremely critical state such as, shelter, which is a key component for human 

survival.  

Lastly, this study has had the opportunity to identify how poor approaches in managing internal 

displacement counter the objectives of Sustainable Development in the Nigerian context.   

 

1.12 General Management of Displacement in Nigeria 

As already pointed out in the Literature Review section, scholars focusing on disaster 

management in Nigeria attribute the country’s weak disaster management such as conflict and disasters to 

the lack as well as poor implementation of concrete emergency strategies currently and in previous times. 

The findings also suggest that there are biases in implementing principles and guidelines of internal 

displacement among national humanitarian stakeholders in Nigeria, especially state actors (Olanrewaju et 

al., 2019).  

For this section, I briefly explore Nigeria’s emergency disaster management framework, National 

Contingency Plan, which provided a general idea for developing the research methodology on how the 

government is approaching the mammoth displacement situation.  

1.12.1 Emergency Disaster Co- ordination   

The primary state humanitarian actor in Nigeria, National Emergency Management Agency 

(NEMA), is designated to operate in all zones of Nigeria including the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. 

NEMA was established under Act 12 as amended by Act 50 of the 1999 constitution, to manage disasters 

in Nigeria (NEMA, 2011). The agency is mandated to coordinate disaster management at federal, state 

and local government levels (NEMA, 2011). Prior to the emergence of the Boko Haram menace in 2009, 

NEMA has in the past responded to disasters of small, medium and large scales. Among notable disasters 

that NEMA superintended are: disease outbreaks, ethno- religious and political conflicts, flooding, bomb 

explosions, plane crashes, fire- outbreaks and pipeline explosions. Managing this current unorthodox 
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crisis is undoubtedly puzzling for NEMA especially with its scale of carnage, one that has never been 

recorded in the history of the country (UNHCR, 2019).  

1.12.2 NEMA Coordination Mechanisms   

Figure 1.5 displays the emergency management coordination framework for Nigeria. The State 

Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) and Local Emergency Management Agency (LEMA) are the 

arms of NEMA obligated to manage emergencies at the state and local government levels with 

overarching support from NEMA. Other stakeholders of the emergency management agency include both 

local and international humanitarian organisations/ partners such as the UN and its agencies, as well as 

other humanitarian agencies and NGOs that provide humanitarian relief assistance to affected persons. 

Nigeria has witnessed a strong international humanitarian presence in the country, following the 

enormous impact of the Boko Haram crisis. Some federal and state government ministries and agencies 

are part of the designated lead agencies, providing humanitarian response to IDPs living in camps.   

 
NEMA: National Emergency Management Agency, SEMA: State Emergency Management Agency, LEMA: Local Emergency Management 
Agency, CSOs: Civil Society Organisations, FBOs: Faith Based Organisations, NGOs: Non- Governmental Organisations LG: Local 
Government  
 

Figure 1.5. Horizontal and Vertical Coordination for Disaster Management System in Nigeria (as adopted from the 
National Disaster Management Framework) (NEMA, 2011) 
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1.12.3 Important Emergency Management Documents (Displacement within Conflict)   

National Contingency Plan    

NEMA coordinates disaster management in the country, by adopting the national emergency 

framework: National Contingency Plan for emergencies. The framework was developed from multiple 

perspectives and takes various forms of disasters into consideration (NEMA et al., 2011). The plan is 

legally accessible to stakeholders for organisational preparedness. It employs their assigned roles in the 

plan, thereby acting as a framework.  

1. A General Review of the National Contingency Plan on Disaster 

The currently adopted Contingency Plan for coordinating humanitarian response was developed 

by NEMA for the years: 2011- 2012. The Federal Government of Nigeria relies on this plan to address 

emergency concerns for an initial ten (10) days of disaster. The document is supposedly used in 

responding to aftermaths of Boko Haram attacks and abductions, particularly the needs of victims of 

displacement living in IDP camp settlements and host communities. The plan focuses on hazards with 

greater likelihood of occurrence and impact such as flooding, conflicts, drought and epidemics. Like most 

contingency plans, the document focuses on low, medium and high hazard risk scenarios and planning 

assumptions:  

i. Best-case disaster scenario affecting 5,000 people (NEMA et al., 2011, p. 1).  

ii. Most probable scenario at 10,000 people (NEMA et al., 2011, p. 1).  

iii. Worst- case scenario at maximum population of 500,000 (NEMA et al., 2011, p. 1).   

The plan collocates sectoral response plans by adopting the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum 

Standards in Disaster Response guiding principles, which are centered on humanity, neutrality, 

impartiality and independence (SPHERE Project, 2004). In view of this, the major goal of the National 

Contingency Plan is to minimize potential humanitarian, economic and environmental impacts especially 

within a 10 days period after a major event of disaster. This is achieved by means of a three-way approach 

to implement this objective. 

i. National Contingency Plan for emergency preparedness and response  
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ii. Sectoral Response Plans  

iii. Budget and Pre- positioning of emergency supplies   

In relation to women’s issues, the plan generally acknowledges the presence of women and the 

vulnerable female demographic groups in camps, such as pregnant women and lactating mothers. 

According to the UN Guiding Principles on internal displacement, these two categories of women are 

considered to be among the most vulnerable groups during disasters (UNHCR, 1998). 

 

2. Clusters in the National Contingency Plan in Relation to Welfare of Women  

 

i. Cluster 1 on Camp Management provides grounds for camp registration and segregation, based 

on gender to avoid the risk of sexual abuse and violence (NEMA, 2011, p. 6- 7).  

ii. Cluster 2 & 3 (Food and Nutrition) focuses on situational analysis nutrition assessment. It is built 

on Core Humanitarian Standard Commitment 1 of the SPHERE document. This is used to design 

appropriate food security and nutrition responses for the affected people, putting into 

consideration food and nutrition needs of vulnerable groups in camps including pregnant women 

and breastfeeding mothers (NEMA, 2011, p. 11- 12).  

iii. Cluster 4 (Health & Sexual Reproductive Health HIV AIDS) underlines setting up of a clinic and 

deployment of medical personnel, equipment as well as provision of drugs as a minimum 

response for health concerns. This specifically mentions maternal health in the instance of women 

(NEMA, 2011, p. 25- 27).    

iv. Cluster 5 (Protection) highlights provision of safe spaces, advocacy centres for counseling and 

psycho- social support for affected persons and responders. This aims to provide support for 

survivors of sexual violence (NEMA, 2011, p. 21- 21).    

v. Cluster 6 (security) highlights the importance of 24-hour surveillance and presence of law and 

security personnel in enforcing rule, order and decorum to ensure physical security in IDP camps. 

The presence of tight security will provide protection for women whose safety are threatened by 
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crimes which occur in camps, especially sexual violations and robbery. Another strategy that the 

plan adopts for addressing insecurity in camps is ensuring a well-illuminated camp particularly in 

dark corners where crime is likely to occur. The document proposes installing security lights/ 

floodlights. The plan encourages visible entrance and exit points. By so doing, persons entering 

and exiting the camp are monitored, which will further address insecurity in camps (NEMA, 

2011, p. 17- 19).     

vi. Cluster 8 (WASH) ensures emergency latrines are provided to curtail open defecation in camps to 

reduce the risk of physical and verbal encounters when women go to use the bush. The cluster as 

well emphasizes developing a solid waste disposal system to keep the camp environment clean 

and reduce the danger of contamination and disease. The plan outlines the need to conduct 

camp sensitization on sanitation and hygiene as well as distribution of hygiene essentials such as 

soap and cleaning kits to promote neatness in the overall camp environment. This will also 

promote wellbeing in camps (NEMA, 2011, p. 22- 24).    

vii. Cluster 9 (Shelter and NFI) underlines a nexus of consents and cooperation with local host 

communities and actors for use of campsite. It involves the deployment of shelter kits and NFIs at 

Minimum Response level. The Compressive Response stage focuses on longer-term resettlement 

plans, adopting a withdrawal plan. Rehabilitation; shelter context, reconstruction, relocation to 

former abode and resettlement and relocation to new sites (NEMA, 2011, p. 28- 29).  

1.12.4 Shortfalls of the National Contingency Plan and Legally Binding Gaps   

Scope of Prognosis   

The Contingency Plan on disaster, details assumptions for a most likely scenario with a target 

population of 10,000, which is barely 0.4% of Boko Haram displacements in Nigeria. This raises 

questions on the practicality of the plan in up- scaled catastrophes such as this (Boko Haram insurgency). 

The plan has been somewhat of a success in scenarios with impacts around the initial planned figures. 

However, it has been proven inapplicable in high- density hazards. The plan was tried during the 2012 
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flooding, which affected as many as 5 million persons and displaced about 2.1 million persons in Nigeria. 

A presumption can be drawn that the plan is unsuitable in overwhelming disaster situations that exceed 

the original capacity it was developed for (OCHA, 2012; Olanrewaju et al., 2019).  

Deductions  

1.  Depth of Framework  

I observed the emergency frameworks of countries with good history of internal displacement in 

Sub Saharan Africa in order to compare of the depth of Nigeria’s emergency document. The conclusion is 

that, the Contingency Plan for Nigeria is brief and incomprehensive when compared to Contingency Plans 

of Kenya and Uganda. These countries have dealt extensively with conflict, internal displacements and 

refugees in substantial numbers, for long periods (Kiama et al., 2014; Santner, 2013).  

2. Pragmatism and Practicality  

The plan is only inapplicable in select taxonomies of disaster scenarios, considering the material 

contained in the document.  

1.13 Justification for Research Variables: Shelter and Women   

Similar to the minimum subsistence needs of displaced populations according to the UN, human 

needs theorist- Abraham Maslow, considers food, water, shelter, health, air to be most important in the 

pyramid of basic needs, accompanied by other needs that are less significant, likewise fundamental for 

human development (Maslow, 1943, p. 370- 396). Similarly, the UN SDG 11 places emphases on making 

cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable by “ensuring access for all to 

adequate, safe and affordable housing, basic services and upgrade slums” (United Nations, 2016, p. 2). It 

is therefore necessarily to explore how shelter can improve living conditions of IDPs, especially women 

in the IDP settlements. Equally, housing is an important element for socio- economic development. It is a 

key aspect of economic, social and environmental indicators related to quality of life. Housing, besides 

being an asset, has much broader economic, social, cultural and personal significance (Erguden, 

2001). “With millions of internally displaced persons (IDPs) around the world, there is need to implement 
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durable housing solutions post-conflict, that involves sustainable integration and sustainable reintegration 

using long term shelter programmes in the rural and urban areas” (Afolabi et al., 2018, p. 27). Housing is 

a main factor in determining an achieved degree of social integration and equity, sustainability in essence 

(Grinvald, 2010). It is for this purpose that the concept of housing will be used to assess adaptive coping 

strategies and integration for IDPs in Abuja.  

 

1.14 Research Objectives and Research Significance  

1.14.1 Objectives 

1. Examine authorities’ strategies/ approaches to responding to needs of IDPs, with emphasis on 

women, adopting relevant overarching principles of displacement in the United Nations Guiding 

Principle on Internal Displacement and Sustainable Development objectives.   

2. Identify barriers to effective approaches in addressing needs of IDPs, especially shelter. 

3. Identify mechanisms in which national government and relevant agencies can best address the 

budding shelter issues of internal displacement. 

4. Use international and national displacement policies in my approach to look at a private 

resettlement scheme for displaced persons, as a way of evaluating applicable strategies for IDP 

wellbeing and sustainable communities for Kugwaru IDPs in Abuja. 

1.14.2 Significance of Study  

The importance of this study is to inform national and international policies and protocols on the 

important need to address key aspects of displacement, with primary focus on the importance of shelter 

for the female demographic, amidst the present-day problem of displacement. This study hopes to 

demonstrate the dire consequences of the unabashed neglect of IDPs and how it can promote 

unsustainable development, considering the social, economic and environmental dangers involved. 
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Furthermore, the study will channel the crucial need to develop, as well as implement sustainable 

strategies in response to the plight of displaced women. This study will also add knowledge to the 

literature on proper management of internal displacement in Nigeria. 

1.15 Research Question(s) 

Main Research Question 

1. What are the implications of forced migration/ internal displacement on women in the Abuja IDP 

camp? How does this affect livelihood and wellbeing opportunities? 

Sub- Questions  

1. What are the livelihood and coping strategies that women adopt while living in Area 1 IDP camp, 

Durumi Abuja? Answers to this question will suggest which interventions/ measures taken will 

address better livelihood opportunities and wellbeing for women and children. 

2. What are the implications for policies and practices of sustainable development for displaced 

women?   

3. What key shelter issues need to be addressed in order to improve the quality of livelihood, 

wellbeing and development in camp? How is the government addressing this issue? 

1.12 Scope of Study 

The existing literature on the research topic mainly highlights the immediate needs and living 

conditions of displaced persons in Durumi IDP camp and other camps in the city. This study will expand 

on the urgency for improved living conditions of IDPs. The researcher selected one of the major IDP 

camps in Abuja, Durumi IDP camp. The camp is the most populated IDP settlement in Abuja and hosts 

mostly indigenes from the worst affected communities: Bama and Gwoza local government areas of 

Borno state, Nigeria. Five key government ministries and agencies concerned with IDPs in the FCT as 

well as two from two partnering Non- Governmental Organisations involved with Durumi IDPs were 

selected for the study 
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Chapter 2 
 

Case Study- Durumi IDP Camp 

 

2.1 Introduction  

This chapter provides the reader with an overview of the case study of the research. It includes a 

discussion of the establishment and Durumi IDP camp and other related subjects. I also highlight how an 

initial analysis of the camp influences the conceptual framework for the study.    

2.2 Establishment of Durumi IDP Settlement Camp  

Durumi camp was established or rather, established itself in 2014, after thousands of people fled 

the deadly attacks of Boko Haram group on civilians beyond. The intense surge in violence in the 

northeast has forced people to flee further away from safer towns in northeast and far into the nation’s 

capital, Abuja, a destination for many, considered safe as well as a place of opportunity. Today, more than 

2 million people are living in displacement in Nigeria, an aftermath of conflict and violence 

(UNHCR, 2019). In the first six months of 2018, 417,000 people were rendered homeless by the violence. 

In addition to this, global warming and climate change are having severe impacts in Nigeria’s rural 

communities and urban centres as floods have driven hundreds of thousands out of their homes in recent 

years (Emberga, 2014). Furthermore, the impacts of these ecological issues are shrinking livelihood 

opportunities linked to water scarcity and environmental degradation across the country, causing an 

unknown number to flee to thriving areas (Ayanda, 2019).”Once displaced, many people join the ranks of 

the urban poor and live at risk of forced evictions in marginalized city centres” (Desai, 2018).  

The uprising of the Boko Haram violence in Nigeria’s northeast has led to the establishment 

of several unknown IDP locations (informal settlements and host communities) in the Federal Capital 

Territory (FCT) - Abuja (UNHCR, NHRC and FEMA, 2015.) Durumi IDP camp is one of many 

IDP settlements in Abuja. The camp, which is an informal settlement, is considered the largest in 
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Abuja and hosts as many as 3,000 people from displaced communities in Borno, Adamawa 

and Yobe states. The camp is situated on privately owned property in the forests of the bustling area 

of Durumi, Abuja, announced by a rusty signpost, half overgrown bushes and trees as seen in Figure 2.1.  

 

 
 
Figure 2.1. Signage leading to Durumi IDP Camp (Patela Care Foundation). 
 
 

Durumi camp is bordered by farm and fallow lands. The camp, which is located in a mixed 

commercial and residential neighbourhood, is inaccessible due to the lack of access to amenities. The 

neighborhood is within a business district and close proximity to major landmarks in the city, including 

the Abuja National Stadium and National Hospital, shown in Figure 2.1. A number of public offices, 

religious centres, schools hotels and businesses can also be found in the vicinity (Google Maps, 2019). 

The religious establishments in the host community are support systems for displaced persons in the 

camp; providing relief materials as well as organising skills empowerment sessions, health sensitization 

and medical outreach programs for IDPs in the community (NEMA, 2018).  
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Figure 2.2. Map showing Durumi IDP Camp and surrounding landmarks. The camp is highlighed in red (Google 
Maps, 2019; Vanguard, 2019; Desai, 2018; Sumaina, 2019) 
 

Coping in urban cities can be extremely challenging for rural- urban migrants especially in 

stringent living conditions without basic services and amenities. Durumi IDP camp is a great example of a 

deplorable human settlement, confronted with numerous social and environmental issues. The camp lacks 

basic amenities, such as: water, shelter, health, sanitary services, electricity and a motorable road (Mirth, 

2014). The absence of sanitary facilities in the camp, poses serious health dangers on the congested camp 

population and host community at large. Additionally, the camp has serious safety concerns, particularly 

sexual violation and exploitation as well as robbery (Oladeji, 2018).  

The population of Durumi camp is predominantly composed of women and children and the rate 

of childbirth in the camp is high. This is problematic because the growing camp population weakens the 

dilapidated facilities of the camp (Oforka, 2016). The living situation of IDPs in the city is very 

challenging, as displaced persons in the camp are unable to afford food and other needs due to 

Abuja National Stadium  

Durumi IDP Camp 

Abuja National Hospital 
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unemployment and restrained access to economic opportunities. The number of out of school children in 

the camp is also high because parents are unable to afford schooling costs (Olanrewaju, 2019).  

2.3 Categorization of Durumi IDP Camp 

Durumi IDP camp is considered an illegal camp by the FCT administration. The overarching 

implication of this is that there is limited humanitarian assistance and presence of government agencies in 

the camp (NEMA, 2018). Following this viewpoint of the government, an individual who is displaced by 

insurgency and living in Abuja IDP camp is not entitled to state protection (Ejeh, 2015). In fact, the 

establishment of these camps by IDPs is viewed with suspicions that persons claiming to be IDPs are 

indeed not IDPs.  

 Due to the perceived illegality, the camp administration and other components are in critical 

state. This classification of the camp compounds a variety issues for IDPs, such as irregular distribution 

of food and relief items. The survival of residents in the camp significantly depends on donations made 

by individuals, faith-based organizations, NGOs and corporate groups. IDPs very rarely receive relief 

supplies from the government (Mirth, 2014).  

2.4 Dynamics of Durumi IDP Camp  

Durumi camp is primarily composed of displaced persons from three northeastern states. These 

areas are the states bearing the brunt of the Boko Haram conflict: Borno, Adamawa and Yobe. 

Furthermore, about 1400 persons who make up majority of the camp population, and are indigenes of 

Gwoza and Bama Local Government Areas of Borno State (Mirth, 2014). Studies conducted in the camp 

indicate that the camp is run in a self-governance fashion, where the IDPs appoint the leaders of the camp 

among themselves (Mirth, 2014). The leaders are, however, endorsed by the law enforcement agents 

(police) representatives tasked with the general welfare of the IDPs (Mirth, 2014). To ensure smooth 

governance in the camp, a quarterly assessment of the various leaders appointed in the camps and the 

displaced persons are required to provide feedback on the leadership performances, as well as ensure 

unbiased distribution of donated food and welfare items among IDPs. According to Mirth (2014), the 
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camp is governed by the following IDP positions: 

1. Chairman 

2. Secretary 

3. Public Relations Officer  

4. Camp Women Leader 

 

2.5 Challenges in Durumi IDP Camp 

Listed below are some consequences of poor management as well as irregular supply of 

humanitarian assistance to displaced persons in Durumi IDP camp. Besides the traumatic experiences of 

displacement, the IDPs are forced to contend with:  

a. Food and water insecurity (The Guardian, 2016). 

b. Inadequate health services/ facilities (Onuegbu et al., 2017). 

c. Dire need for decent shelter (Abdulazeez et al., 2017). 

d. Shortage of basic women and children needs (Offiong, 2018), (Carsten, 2018).  

e. Solid waste management issues (Guilbert, 2017).  

f. Degradation of the environment (deforestation): wood needed for cooking (Olugboji, 2016). 

g. Poor sanitary hygiene (Duruiheoma, 2015).  

h. Poverty (Human Rights Watch, 2016). 

i. Issue of reintegration (National Commission for Refugees, Migrants and IDPs, 2018).  

 

2.6 Actors involved in Durumi IDP camp 

Humanitarian response in Durumi IDP camp is at bare minimum because the camp is an 

unofficial camp. The circumstance has given rise to more participation from the private sector rather than 

government involvement in the camp. Findings reveal that majority of relief materials which displaced 

persons receive in Durumi IDP camp are donations from well- meaning individuals; civil society groups; 
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faith-based groups’ Non- Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and international organizations 

(Individual Participant 1, 2018). Some government agencies visit the camp occasionally, however, their 

presence is insignificant to displaced persons (Individual Participant 1, 2018).  

 

2.7 Barriers and Approaches in Managing IDPs Durumi IDP Camp  

There’s no use of a legal IDP framework/ policy in running the affairs of Durumi camp. This is 

because Durumi camp settlement is not recognised by the state, therefore, it does not function in official 

capacity. The informal nature of Durumi IDP camp hinders the adoption of disaster management 

parameters in coordinating the camp. Put differently, the government has no significant coordination 

presence in the camp and other camps with similar identities. These factors have led to the defaulting of 

huge tasks and responsibilities to dispossessed IDPs themselves. The camp is being run like what Mirth 

(2014) describes as a semi-democratic quasi-institution; a self- governed fashion with a camp leadership 

appointed by the IDPs. For most IDPs in the camp, the abrupt transition from rural areas and adjustment 

to urban life independently in the absence of structural sustenance has procreated perilous and stifling 

lifestyles (Adewale, 2016). IDPs generally have common multifaceted needs stemming from 

displacements, which often worsens and rekindles their difficult experiences of conflict and violence. 

Newly displaced IDPs encounter physical and economic insecurity, lack access to basic necessities and 

emergency assistance for survival, while prolonged displacements have more settling needs for livelihood 

opportunities, accessible social services (shelter, education, healthcare) in order to regain independence 

and advance towards sustainable re- establishment (Cotroneo, 2017).   

            The government has yet to recognise the presence of IDPs living in Abuja, although their 

migration to a place of safety is legally substantiated with PRINCIPLE 15 (a) of the UN Guiding 

Principles on Internal Displacement, which states: “Internally displaced persons have the right to seek 

safety in another part of the country” UNHCR. 1998, p. 9). IDPs are also recognised and covered on the 

continental level by the Kampala Convention Treaty of which Nigeria is a signatory (African Union, 
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2009). It is therefore imperative to canvas background factors for the irresponsiveness of the government, 

which breaches the human rights of IDPs as global citizens and citizens of Nigeria, placing them into 

much greater vulnerability, exclusive dependence on humanitarian aid and great loss of their social 

identities.   
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Chapter 3 

Methodology  

 
3.1 Methods  

 

The focus of this study is on Boko Haram displaced populations who are seeking refuge in the 

geographical boundaries of Nigeria’s capital Abuja, and currently residing in makeshift settlements across 

the city. I had originally proposed to visit the camp in person, and interview female camp residents. 

However, I was made aware that Durumi had become unwelcoming to visitors, which caused the General 

Research Ethics Board (GREB) of Queen’s University to conclude that there were unacceptable risks to 

me as a researcher. In addition, GREB raised concerns regarding the possible trauma triggers for female 

research participants in Durumi camp. For these reasons, I revised my approach, and developed a 

qualitative multi- method methodology to answer the research questions posed in this thesis. The multi- 

method methodology was employed as a way of increasing diversity of data collection techniques (Collier 

et al., 2008). This psychology and sociology research approach by Tashakkori et al (2003) was used in 

triangulating information from various sources. This enabled me to supplement and provide extension for 

existing primary data by using secondary data. This was relevant in instances where I was unable to 

access information, which could not be collected because interviews with displaced women of Durumi 

camp did not hold. Bender (2011) also adopted this technique for their research methodology, due to 

limitations with accessing primary qualitative data. The data gathering methods for this study are 

presented below: 

 

Method 1:  Key- Informant Interviews- The key informant interviews were comprised of officials from 

government agencies involved with Durumi IDP camp settlement as well as Non- Governmental 

Organizations and individual stakeholders who have associated with the camp (see Figure 3.1).  
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Method 2: Use of Related Academic Sources- Because I was not able to personally interview the 

displaced women in Durumi IDP camp, I used relevant materials from researchers like Adenitan Mirth, 

Faith Olanrewaju et al., Stephen Adewale and others whose works had direct access to IDPs and women 

in the case of Mirth, at Durumi IDP camp and other camps in the FCT.  

 

Method 3:  Photos, Videos and Maps- I also made use of photos, video interviews and documentaries 

and maps from Durumi and similar IDP settlements to analyse camp living conditions, the position of the 

government in recognising IDPs in the city as well as the spatial relationship between the camp and host 

community.  

Method 4: Documentary Review- Documents (government, non-governmental organizations, United 

Nations, other multi-lateral organizations), statistical data and case study reports of similar conflict 

situations were also employed in this study. 

 

The originality of this research is in the work of combining evidence from the key informant 

interviews, which I conducted, with original sources from other researchers, in addition to the photograph, 

maps, documentaries and documents, within my original analytical framework.  

 

3.2 Qualitative Interviewing 

I opted for semi- structured interviews with key informants. Key informants for the study 

included: government officials of three government ministries and agencies, representatives from two 

Non- Governmental Organisations and two other individual participants. Note- taking was employed 

throughout all interviews, as this was what the respondents consented to. The majority of the interview 

participants stayed anonymous, except for one NGO official who agreed to be identified. All interviews 

were conducted in the office premises of the organisations.  
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 The interview questions were prompted by existing literature and news reports of harsh 

experiences of IDPs in displacement camps in Nigeria, due to poor camp conditions. I was particularly 

drawn to IDP camps in Abuja subsequent to seeing documentaries on the plight of IDPs in the FCT.  

 

3.3 Recruitment Process of Study Key Informant Participants  

A total of nine key informants were recruited for the purpose of this study. The key informants 

were selected based on issues relating to the themes of the study: emergency management and IDP affairs 

covering an array of general needs of the displaced populations, inclusive of shelter needs, women’s 

affairs as well as issues around sustainable development. The number of key informant participants was 

adequate for this study considering that the government participants as well as representatives of non- 

governmental organisations spoke in official capacity as representatives of the concerned organisations 

with regards to their associations with displaced persons in Abuja. The discussions with the NGOs 

provided balanced perspectives thereby offsetting biased information deducted from the conversations 

with government agencies.  

The initial recruitment process for key- informant interviews was to reach out to research 

participants via email and telephone. This however proved ineffective considering the nature of things in 

Nigeria. A more effective approach of establishing contacts with the key informants was by making 

several visits to concerned organisation in person, and by striking up conversations with junior staff of the 

government agencies that subsequently connected me with more senior officials that agreed to participate 

in the study.   

The recruitment of NGO representatives was a very straightforward process, as I had previously 

combed out a list of NGOs engaged with displaced persons in the city. I found the participating NGOs on 

a social media platform Twitter, via a Google search. My choice for selecting ADIES & Mercycare 

Initiative was based on the specific incorporation of the concept of Sustainable Development in their core 

Vision and Mission statement, which is in line with this study. The NGOs also have good understanding 

of general displacement issues and core women- related matters in Abuja IDP settlements. 
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 The individual participants recruited for the study were recruited during the researcher’s visits to 

government agencies involved in the study. These visits were a part of the recruiting process for 

government officials in two of the government agencies. The participants came into the picture of the 

research during the course of establishing contacts with government officials. They became very 

interested in participating in the study once I struck conversations with them about the situation of 

displaced persons in the city. They also sensed that their shared experiences would offer me a more 

descriptive and qualitative understanding about the state of affairs in the camps, upon me disclosing to 

them that I had restrictions visiting the camp because of research ethics concerns by Queen’s University. 

They made it clear that they were influenced to partake in private humanitarian visits to a number of 

displacement camps in Abuja, because their affiliated organisations were concerned with the issue of 

emergency displacement in the city. The inadequacies of their organisations to effectively respond to 

IDPs in the city swayed their visits.  

I employed the principle and methods of anonymity here in order to protect the identity of the 

participants to mitigate the risk of identification (Bryne, 2017; Ryerson University, 2015). In so doing, I 

chose to withhold the name(s) of the government agencies the participants are affiliated with due to safety 

concerns (Grinyer, 2002). The individuals provided information and their experiences at Durumi IDP 

settlement freely, upon my request to interview representatives of their organisation.  

 

3.4 Research Participants  

 

Figure 3.1. Methodology 1: Key Informant Interview Participants of the study (Tsokwa, 2018)  
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The interview questions in the study covered issues that affect women in Durumi camp as well as 

shelter related issues. The interviews with government and NGO representatives were conducted within 

office premises, while interviews with individual participants took place in open- public spaces. All the 

interviews conducted lasted between 30 and 60 minutes. The initial plan for the key informants was to 

interview government representatives from the National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA), 

Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development and Federal Capital Development Authority 

(FCDA) as well as NGOs. However interviews were conducted with officials of the National Commission 

for Refugees and Migrants and IDPs (NCFRMI) in place of FCDA because I was informed that the FCT 

authorities had ceased its relations with IDPs in the city. 

In place of audio recording, note- taking was utilised during all the interviews, particularly 

because this helped participants trust that their identities would remain confidential. Although one of the 

NGO representatives was open to being identified, all identities have been protected since the interview 

was held with other members of the NGO organisation who did not want to be identified. .    

1. National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA)   

I interviewed an official of the National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA) FCT 

chapter who chose to remain confidential. The interview covered a range of topics including the mandate 

of the authority in displacement camps in Abuja with focus on Durumi IDP camp.  

2. Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development 

I interviewed an official of the Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development who chose to 

remain confidential. Discussions were primarily on the involvement of the ministry in the lives of 

displaced women in the city.  

3. National Commission for Refugees and Migrants and IDPs (NCFRMI) 

The National Commission for Refugees and Migrants and IDPs (NCFRMI) is tasked with forced 

migration management in Nigeria be it forced migration caused by natural disasters or conflicts and 

violence (NCFRMI, 2018). The Commission is involved with the management of IDPs and IDP camps 

around the country. Three officials of the NCFRMI were interviewed in a group.  
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4. Advocacy for Development Inclusions and Environmental Sustainability (ADIES) & 

Mercycare Initiative   

Three NGO officials were interviewed in total: An ADIES official and two representatives of 

Mercycare Initiative.  

Discussions with government officials navigated mainly around emergency response 

engagements of the agencies, in official capacity at Durumi IDP camp. Questions asked included key 

roles and responsibilities that agencies play in the displacement crisis, as well as management strategies 

adopted to address livelihood concerns of women in Durumi IDP camp. Similarly, the interviews 

included questions on inputs of the agencies in relation to women in Durumi camp as well as structures 

and policies adopted in governing IDP matters, especially women and shelter issues. Discussions also 

focused on challenges that the organisations encountered while visiting the camp and similar camps in the 

FCT.    

The interviews with the representatives of the Non- Governmental Organisations covered topics 

on the experiences of interacting with Durumi IDPs as well as functions that the organisations performed 

during humanitarian outreach in the camp, particularly with women. I also wanted to find out about the 

challenges the organisations encountered while visiting the camp. Additionally, I asked for 

recommendations on how government and private participation might improve the ordeal of IDPs, 

focusing on women.  

5. Individual Participants 

Two individual participants that were interviewed were persons who have associated with the 

camp and displaced persons. Both participants, middle- aged males have had interactions with IDPs in 

Durumi camp in 2018. The contacts happened while both participants individually visited the camp to 

donate relief materials to IDPs.  

The participants preferred to remain confidential for safety reasons. In light of this, discussions 

were organic and based on their views and experiences from relating with displaced persons in Durumi 

camp as well as similar camps. Responses from these individuals were from their personal encounters 
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with IDPs in Durumi camp. This particularly provided the opportunity to hear the stories of life in the 

camp, since I was unable to interview displaced women in the camp.  

 

 

3.5 Data Collection Approach 

As indicated in section 3.3 of this chapter, I conducted key- informant interviews using semi- 

structured and open- ended questions. I chose to use these questioning techniques in the interviews 

because there were specific themes I wanted covered. By so doing, the discussions were organic, giving 

opportunities to meander around other aspects on issues of internal displacement. Existing qualitative 

studies conducted in Durumi IDP camp and similar IDP settlements in Abuja by other academics were 

included as data. . The videos employed in this research were carefully selected to provide visual and 

informative knowledge on the actual situation of Durumi camp and similar camps, while camp photos, 

which show important sustainability components such as camp shelters, sanitary health conditions and 

facilities of the camp were utilized. The use of maps of Durumi camp and environs was employed to 

provide geographical context and spatial characteristics of the camp and relationship with the host 

community (Ahidiana et al., 2017).  

 

3.6 Data Analysis  

The handling and processing of the research data, underwent the following phases: 

• Filing: The collected handwritten data was studied, organised and subsequently typed- out and 

safely stored in electronic (pass- worded computer) only accessible to the researcher (Kirby et al., 

2006). 

• Coding and Thematic Analysis: Data from key informant interviews was analysed by coding 

(coloring rich and significant points) and identifying themes and patterns of experiences of 

displaced women and general displaced population in Durumi IDP camp (Kirby et al., 2006; 

Saldana, 1987). A number of the recurring themes from the research data tallied with themes of 
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the literature review section. The themes deduced from the data enabled me to navigate 

discussions for the study, especially centred on areas of government’s inadequacies towards the 

management of Abuja IDPs.  

• Observation: I used this method to analyse video footage featured in this study. This strategy 

was used to understand expressive modalities such as body talk, facial expression and gestures of 

displaced women and people as well as the position of government’s response to the needs of 

IDPs living in Abuja (Goodwin, 2013; Hall, 1999). I also observed the environmental, social and 

economic dynamics of Durumi camp environs. The video materials also enabled me to navigate 

through the physical conditions of the camp, since I was unable to go into the camp. The 

transcribing and note- taking approaches were used in processing data, which was deducted from 

video footages. I also imported a good number of direct quotes from the observed video files into 

the thesis, so as to provide the reader with a clear understanding of the realities of the problem 

from primary source bases.    

 

3.7 Conceptual Framework 

The framework for this study was developed on the foundation of the displacement actor network 

in Nigeria, research objectives and findings from pertinent literature. Considering the violations of human 

dignity of IDPs highlighted in Chapter 1, I adopted important documents, which provide concrete basis 

for protecting the human rights of the victims of Boko Haram’s displacement. See Figure 3.2 for 

conceptual framework. 
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Figure 3.2. Conceptual Framework that influenced the recruitment of the Research Participants and structure for 
analysing research findings (Tsokwa, 2019) 

 

This research framework employed key guidelines and principles from applicable documents and 

theories such as: the United Nations Guiding Principles of Internal Displacement; the African Union 

Kampala Treaty; UN Handbook for Protection of IDPs; UNHCR Emergency Handbook. The Guiding 

Principles of Internal Displacement suffices in place of an actual legislation, considering there is no 

universal legally binding instrument for IDPs equivalent to the 1951 Refugee Convention that specifically 

addresses their plight (International Committee of the Red Cross, 2018). I also used relevant components 

of the UN Sustainable Development Goals that align with the immediate needs of IDPs. This document is 

also used to evaluate the implications of internal displacement within the context of insurgency for 

sustainable development in Nigeria’s development.  

Within the scope of national disaster management policies, I worked with pertinent clauses from 

the 1999 Nigerian Constitution to discuss the constitutional rights of IDPs by providing essential grounds 

for the right to freedom from discrimination of displaced populations by the authorities in control. The 

concluding review of Nigeria’s Contingency Plan presented in Chapter 1 was similarly used to question 

the effectiveness of the country’s binding document for disaster coordination. Considering the outcomes 
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of a failed disaster administration, I used the “Vulnerability Theory” by Martha Fineman to explore the 

heights of dependency and inequalities meted upon displaced persons in Abuja IDP camps. 

  

3.8 Some Important Analysis Documents and Concepts 
 
 

1. The United Nations Guiding Principle on Internal Displacement  

The United Nations Guiding Principle on Internal Displacement is a document of guiding 

principles that addresses specific needs of internally displaced persons globally. The principles identify 

the rights and guarantees, which are relevant for the protecting persons from forced displacement as well 

as assistance during return or resettlement and reintegration (UNHCR, 2001). This document is of key 

relevance to my research aims and objectives, as this would provide strong basis for assessing the 

viability of the approaches in handling emergencies in Nigeria. The document would also inform and 

provide guidance for considerations and recommendations at the end of the study. The principles also 

highlight the need to protect and provide IDPs with basic necessities of survival.  

2. The Kampala Treaty  

The Kampala Treaty was formerly known as the African Union Convention for the Protection and 

Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa, (African Union, 2009). The core objective of the 

agreement is for member states of the African Union (AU) who are signatory to the treaty to “Respect and 

ensure respect and protection of the human rights of internally displaced persons, including humane 

treatment, nondiscrimination, equality and equal protection of law” (African Union, 2009). The document 

is used to check whether Nigeria as a state is loyal to the terms of this legally binding agreement on 

displacement matters in Africa.  

3. UN Handbook for Protection of IDPs 

The Handbook for Protection of IDPs provides operational guidance and tools to support 

effective protection responses in situations of internal displacement (Global Protection Cluster Working 

Group, 2007). I employed guidelines from this document to assess humanitarian responses to IDPs.  
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4. UNHCR Emergency Handbook 

This document is the UNHCR’s guide to active, effective and community based humanitarian 

emergency responses. The document is useful for emergency preparedness and response to displacements. 

It covers Refugees as well as Internally Displaced Persons (UNHCR, 2015). The handbook informs the 

study with specific planning requirements for displacement settlements.   

5. Applied Theory: Vulnerability Theory  

 This analysis of this research draws on Martha Fineman’s conceptual theory on human 

susceptibility to complexities arising from an irresponsive state and its institutions. I examine compelling 

issues throughout this discourse, with one crucial point being established; the general wellbeing of 

women and IDPs in Durumi IDP is profoundly affected by the irresponsiveness of concerned authorities. 

Fineman conceptualizes the limitations of a more responsive state/ government. The theory adopts a 

human rights perspective that fuses vulnerability and dependency, as well as social institutions and 

relationships, together into an analysis of state responsibility to the humanitarian crises (Fineman, 

2017). The theory gives ample opportunity to navigate discussions between the volatile statuses of IDPs 

as well and state responsibility.  

This concept supports the role of the state as elaborated in the United Nations Guiding Principles 

on Internal Displacement, which asserts it is the state's duty to recognize the problem of displacement and 

provide populations on their territory with protection (United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, 2004). From findings, we know that these duties are not being fulfilled in 

unofficial IDP camps in Abuja, where it has been noticed that concerned institutions have limited 

involvement with IDPs, based on frivolous grounds which contradict agreements that protect IDPs from 

further vulnerability, post- displacement. One effective way of exploring these vulnerabilities and 

unfulfilled roles of the state will be to unpack the layers of explanations from the government on this. The 

theory is also used to dissect social inequalities faced by IDPs, with emphasis on women and shelter as 

well as the extent to which the state is involved. Moreover, I analyse government’s skeletal interventions 

initiated by authorities in Durumi camp settlement.  
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Chapter 4 

Research Results 

 

4.1 Introduction  

This chapter presents the data collected using semi- structured interviews with key informants of 

the study. The data are presented under key themes, quoted statements, and photographs. Brief summaries 

and analysis of the data related to IDPs in Abuja are also provided. The data presented also contains 

findings from relevant studies undertaken by other scholars in Durumi camp. I used a multi- method, 

including note- taken interviews with key informants, observations and documentary analysis.  

4.1.1 National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA)   

1. The Role of NEMA in Durumi IDP Camp 

  With regards to NEMA’s position/ role at Durumi IDP camp, the NEMA official pointed out that 

the agency has restricted association with FCT IDP camps, which includes Durumi IDP camp. The 

official highlighted that the situation is so because most of these camps were informally established, so 

therefore, they not considered official emergency settlements. The agency generally conducts 

humanitarian needs assessments in the camp, which includes profiling the demographic of the camp 

population to assist the agency and other organisations respond better to the humanitarian needs in camp. 

Demographic needs assessments are typically conducted for groups of men, women, children, and 

pregnant women, nursing mothers and singles in order to gather information. Regarding relief materials, 

the official mentioned that NGOs and faith-based organisations have been on deck with providing the 

camp with basic supplies. At the same time, he specified that NEMA facilitates and controls distribution 

of relief donations that are provided to the camp. He further added that since Durumi IDP camp enjoys 

the most visits and support from concerned groups of all other camps in Abuja, NEMA intervenes by 

creating a balance for distribution of relief materials to other camps as well. Durumi camp is quite popular 

among donors due to its large population, location and nearness to landmarks in the city center.  
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2. Camp Management 

The representative of NEMA made it clear that the agency functions at a strategic level with 

regards to management of IDP camps in Abuja. It was established during the interview that NEMA’s 

comprehensive humanitarian response involvement with internally displaced persons are restricted to IDP 

camps that are fully recognised by the state. The NEMA representative also highlighted that in 2014, the 

former Minister of the FCT was hesitant to designate official IDP camps in the city, following the 

massive influx of affected persons from the crisis affected northeast region as well as looming security 

concerns. This decision prompted no deliberate endeavour to proffer shelter alternatives to affected 

persons. Be that as it may, a few churches and NGOs were kind enough to intervene by providing 

materials for make- shift shelters in order to accommodate the internally displaced. When asked of 

NEMA’s plans on providing befitting shelter solutions for the displaced population, the official indicated 

that the agency was considering providing mobile buildings and modular structural solutions to 

accommodate the displaced, in the future. He mentioned that the shelter proposal aims to collaborate with 

the Building and Road Research Institute, architects, builders and quantity surveyors. He further added 

that the FCT administration has strengthened facilities such as schools and health centers in the host 

communities so that the incoming population does not overwhelm available facilities.  

3. Empowerment at Durumi IDP camp 

My discussion with the NEMA official revealed that skills acquisition programs held in Abuja 

IDP camps are for the most part organised by NGOs and faith based organisations. The workshop 

programs for women in Durumi camp usually include: soap making, sewing, hairdressing and baking 

among others. The organisations provide IDPs with cash and equipment such as sewing machines and 

hair clippers, to help them monetise their acquired skills.  

4. Major challenges of NEMA with Relief and Rehabilitation  

 The NEMA representative shed light on NEMA’s biggest challenges in executing its 

responsibilities from a broad perspective:  

i. Lack of emergency structures.  
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ii. Complications of unstructured camps (sporadic/ unofficial camp settlements).  

iii. Individuals taking advantage of the camp situation to commit unlawful acts such as robbery, 

prostitution, sexual assault/ rape, and sexual exploitation.   

iv. Issues of undocumented migrants (logistics).  

v. The safety of genuine IDPs are at risk due to unwholesome activities in the camp.  

vi. The official added that there is lack of accountability in the process of managing these 

camps. Some of the issues arise from the fact that the phenomenon of internal displacement 

has unfortunately become a business venture for individuals and groups. This includes 

organisations fronting to be NGOs taking advantage of the situation to accumulate donations 

for personal use.  

4.1.2 Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development  

1. Role of the Ministry in Durumi IDP Camp 

The interview respondent disclosed that although the participation of the Ministry with women 

Abuja IDP camps is insubstantial, it donates food items to displaced women in IDP camps. The 

Ministry’s representative further noted that other agencies are more active with supplying relief donations 

and organising skills empowerment workshops in Durumi camp and other camps in the FCT. It was 

however said the Ministry intends to be more engaged with women in the camps. 

2. Advocacy  

On the advocacy of women’s rights and quality of life at Durumi IDP camp, the official stated 

that the Ministry takes on the responsibility of providing occasional food vouchers to women in the camp 

since other organisations are already in the forefront of other affairs. Additionally, the official added that 

it was part of the Ministry’s plans to improve living conditions in the IDP camp. When I asked about how 

the Ministry would go about improving the wellbeing of women, the response was: “we will provide 

stationed ambulances in the camp in the event that a woman goes into pregnancy labour”.  
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Lastly, the official cited funding as one of the Ministry’s biggest setbacks in getting actively 

involved with the women in Durumi IDP camp likewise other camps in the FCT.   

4.1.3 National Commission for Refugees and Migrants and IDPs (NCFRMI) 

1. Position of NCFRMI at Durumi IDP Camp  

NCFRMI is an agency that ensures provision of interventions such as Water Sanitation and 

Hygiene (WASH) programs, vocational support, children’s health and medical outreaches for displaced 

persons in displacement camps. The officials of the Commission pointed out that the commission also 

attends to shelter needs, economic planning, Primary Health Care (PHC) and safe return of IDPs to their 

respective communities, as well as enforcing IDP Protection Guiding Principles. The Commission shares 

humanitarian responsibilities with NEMA, by finding durable solutions in managing forced migration and 

internal displacement in the country. It was explained that most of NCFRMI’s interventions ensues after 

NEMA’s immediate humanitarian response in IDP camps. NCFRMI is also responsible for ensuring the 

return of IDPs to their communities as well as processes of integration and resettlement. The officials 

made it clear that the return of IDPs is optional- NCFRMI OFFICIAL 1: “We ensure they do not return if 

safety is not guaranteed”. They further detailed some experiences with IDPs: “Some IDPs indicate 

interest in returning home, while some prefer to remain in Durumi IDP camp because they are already 

settled in and the camps are much safer than the situation in their hometowns”.  

An official had this to say concerning the functions of the organisation with resettlement of IDPs.  

NCFRMI OFFICIAL 1: “We facilitate local integration for affected persons who choose to remain in 

Durumi IDP camp”.  

RESEARCHER: How do you do this?   

NCFRMI OFFICIAL 1: “We provide them with employment/ empowerment and cash. We donated rice 

and cash to IDPs in Yobe state IDP camps”.  

The respondents underlined that the Commission engages minimally with the IDP camps in 

Abuja and this is because the camps are informal camp settlements; unrecognized by the state. The 
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officials also indicated that the Commission’s relief material distribution visits to the camps are met with 

hostility and aggression from displaced persons. These behaviours were said to be outcomes of traumatic 

experiences and abandonment of IDPs.  

2. Major Challenges Encountered by NCFRMI 

The officials indicated that the recent hostility and drug use by IDPs in the camp was a budding 

concern, which threatens them while undertaking official assignments at IDP camps.  

4.1.4 Advocacy for Development Inclusions and Environmental Sustainability (ADIES) & 

Mercycare Initiative 

ADIES and Mercycare Initiative are a merger of two NGOs that deliver free healthcare and youth 

care in IDP camps. The NGOs champion their advocacy on sustainable development and inclusion. Seth 

Adah is the Executive Director of ADIES. He stated that the aims of the organization are centered on the 

UN Sustainable Development Goal 17, which exclusively encourages organizations to leverage on each 

other’s areas of strengths for speedy implementation of Global Goals at the grassroots level.  

1. General observations  

Representatives from both NGOs indicated that they observed a host of sensitive concerns 

including insecurity, trauma and health issues during their visit to Durumi camp. They also spoke about 

the inhuman living state of IDPs in Durumi camp and lack of support and attention for the affected 

persons.   

2. Camp Visit Experience  

On their experience while visiting Durumi IDP camp, representatives from both NGOs expressed 

worries on the outcome of abandonment by the Nigerian state, which is being experienced by displaced 

people, as well as the absence of government agencies in Abuja IDP camps. They further added that 

pressing needs of displaced persons were not being met. For instance the camp clinic was experiencing 

chronic understaffing of medical personnel on the ground, stressing that the ratio of doctors to patients is 

around 1:4000 at Durumi camp (Adah, 2018).  
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On issues of health, the organisations state that IDPs have little or no access to healthcare because 

it comes at extra cost for them, considering they have little or no means of livelihood. Adah further added 

that although the Nigerian Army Officers Wives Association (NAOWA) clinic is open to IDPs, there is 

usually a shortage of drugs due to the large population of IDPs. In 2017 both NGOs organized a medical 

outreach at the camp. “Our NGO reached out to a doctor friend in Kuwait who dedicated one week of free 

medical treatment to IDPs living in Durumi camp”. The medical outreach provided free health care 

services to IDPs, with emphasis on other thematic areas of sanitation and hygiene, education and 

improved welfare. The poor environmental hygiene of camp including the problem of open defecation in 

the camp was discussed. IDPs are susceptible to disease outbreaks such as malaria and cholera among 

other diseases because of these inadequacies.  

3. Issues for Women  

Based on eyewitness accounts of individual participants of the study as well as news reports on 

Durumi IDP camp, women are extremely vulnerable and susceptible to sexual abuse and intimidation. 

Both NGO officials also suggested that feminine care products should be made available to women and 

girls of Durumi camp to help curtail the pressure to exchange their bodies for cash so as to cater to their 

feminine health needs. The NGO Directors placed emphasis on maternal health issues, which should be a 

priority concern for any IDP camp settlement. They also raised alarm over the unavailability of midwives 

and pediatric services in the camp.   

When I asked about their thoughts on the living conditions in the camp, they stated the camp 

structures which are mostly make- shift structures, built from scrap materials, can be easily destroyed by 

rain, strong winds and plagued by mosquitos. They further added that the sanitary condition of the camp 

is critical. “It is an eyesore”, they added.  

Furthermore, both directors attributed the neglect of IDPs in the city and the country to corruption 

and lack of policy implementation as well as lack of advocacy for vulnerable displaced persons. They 

alleged that several NGOs involved in the camps take advantage of the plight of displaced persons to 
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enrich themselves. They stated that funds secured for the purpose of responding to needs of IDPs are 

siphoned and laundered for individual interests, sidelining internally displaces persons in the process.  

4. Possible Policy Recommendation by ADIES & Mercycare Initiative. Source: ADIES & 

Mercycare Initiative, 2018   

i. The NGOs highlighted that corruption must be tackled in order for the problem to be 

effectively tackled. This was in addition to the fact that although skeletal structures exist, 

corrupt officials cripple the system. 

ii. Existing policies on healthcare, food, housing should be enacted.    

iii. Improvement on housing conditions should be made. 

iv. Legal services should be accessible to sexual assault victims in the camp.  

 

5. Future Goals by ADIES & Mercycare Initiative.  Source: ADIES & Mercycare Initiative, 2018    

i. The organisations signified that they advocate for government interventions to be enshrined 

within internal displacement policies.  

ii. The organisations indicated that they would do the best we can and call the attention of 

concerned authorities. 

iii. They suggested that the government propose a housing deficit policy with the consideration 

of appropriate planning structures.  

iv. Organise enlightenment and high- level sensitization on sexual abuse in displacement 

camps.  

4.1.5 Individual Participants 

The following are accounts from two individual participants of the study, on issues of internally 

displaced persons in Abuja.  

1.  Individual Participant 1 
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“The conditions of IDP camps in this city are just terrible. You will have a serious re-think of 

life if you ever pay a visit to the camps. It’s unimaginable to think that those people live in the 

same country with us; the situation is really unfortunate. Government officials are moving ahead 

with their lives without considering the realities of displaced people in this city”.  

 

“IDPs have become extremely violent towards camp visitors. I assure you that you won’t make 

it out of the camp the same way you walk in; you will get mobbed”.  

 

“The immorality happening in the camps is beyond disbelief. Many women are forced to sell 

their bodies just so they can afford food and other needs. It is such a pity that their children will 

grow up in such environments” 

 

“A very well known food company in the country allegedly donates expired food to IDPs. Are 

these victims of Boko Haram any less human? The situation is indeed pathetic”. Exclaims- 

“Well!!! We keep hoping that things do change, very quickly”. 

 

2.  Individual Participant 2 

 “This entire insurgency problem has become a business for many Nigerians. People are 

unbothered about the situation of IDPs in Nigeria. There are NGOs in every corner of this city 

milking the situation. Let me be honest with you; this country has failed us. In the past, we used 

to hear about refugees and IDPs in places like Sudan, Uganda and the likes on the news but today 

we have the same situation in our country… Our government officials are apathetic towards the 

displacement situation. How can you divert funds and relief materials meant for IDPs? Do we still 

have fear for God in this country? Are we still humans? It is such a pity”.    
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4.2 Findings from other Research Methodology Sources (Literature, Reports, Videos Interviews 

and Photographs)  

I used data from studies with primary sources of information, directly related to displaced persons 

in Durumi as well as similar IDP settlements in the FCT. This direction was taken in order to further 

provide the research with important aspects of the IDP crisis in Abuja, which could not be covered in the 

interviews I conducted considering my inability to have one on one discussions with displaced women in 

the camp. I used this method of information gathering, which was my PLAN B for the research, 

subsequent to approval from Queen’s University’s General Research Ethics Board (GREB, 2018).  

4.2.1 Determinants of Migration to Abuja  

1. Determinants of IDP Migration to Durumi and other IDP Settlements in Abuja  

A study by Olanrewaju et al with focus on the neglect of IDPs in Nigeria revealed that IDP 

migration from the northeast to Abuja was primarily based on three premises. Detailed below are precepts 

from interviews conducted by me in Durumi and other IDP camps in Abuja.   

i. Support by Unaffected Family Members of Displaced Persons  

Woman aged 50 and above, Pegi IDP camp: “I trekked from the mountain in Borno to Cameroon, 

and from Cameroon to Adamawa. My son sent transport money to me to come here” (Olanrewaju et al., 

2019).  

ii. Insufficient Role of the Government in Providing Security. This challenge is narrated in the 

account below:  

Camp coordinator, Pegi IDP camp: “We are all from Chibok (Borno State). Chibok IDPs are not 

in camps ... this is as a result of the kidnapping of the girls from their school. We (parents of the Chibok 

school girls abducted on the night of 14-15 April 2014) trusted the government to protect our children and 

they were kidnapped right under the government’s nose so we cannot trust the government to protect us in 

the camp. We live in rented apartments here. Some of the apartments here go for N1500. Others go for 

N2500. Everyone here rents where to sleep. Those who don’t have money are left with no choice but to 
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go back to Chibok ……... going to government camps is the least decision we would make” (Olanrewaju 

et al., 2019).   

iii. Network of Invitation and Cultural/ Communal Ties 

Woman aged 50 and above, Durumi IDP Camp: “I got here first. Others followed suit. They did 

not know anyone here. We move together, this is a culture of the Chibok people. The coming of the 

Chibok people here was a result of a network of invitations. Protection at that time was the ultimate desire 

of all. We came to the FCT because we know that the FCT is the best. Before anything will happen in the 

FCT that means all the other states would have been gone or cleared off” (Olanrewaju et al., 2019). 

Similarly, IDPs revealed in an interview how an their entire community moved from Borno to Abuja 

based on this factor (Jubilee Campaign, 2017, 4:30).  

4.2.2 Government’s Position on the Issue of IDP's in Abuja 

Below are justifications gathered from interview sources concerning the restricted involvement of 

emergency authorities in Federal Capital Territory IDP affairs. The accounts are from interviews 

conducted with the Director- General of the FCT Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The 

defenses are formed under three premises. 

1. Geographical Location 

“All the IDPs in the FCT are residing in the settlements on their own. They are not government 

settlements. It is their own settlements and government did not set up any camps. That is why we 

don’t call them camps but settlements and so wherever these displaced persons came to settle, we 

follow them and give them some backups”. Interview with the Director- General of FCT 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)- Alhaji Abbas Idriss (Ejeh, 2015).  

 

2. Illegality of IDP Camps in Abuja   

“IDP settlements in Abuja are not government-recognized settlements because the displaced 

persons are residing outside their locations, especially the areas that are bedeviled by 
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crisis”.  Interview with the Director- General of FCT Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)- 

Alhaji Abbas Idriss (Ejeh, 2015).    

3. Unwanted Welcome  

“FCT administration cannot build conducive camps for them as doing so will encourage a higher 

influx to the city”. Interview with the Director- General of FCT Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA)- Alhaji Abbas Idriss (Ejeh, 2015).   

4.2.3 Camp Related Matters    

1. Food and Clean Water   

The shortage of food and clean water supply at Durumi IDP camp and IDP camps in Abuja are a 

genuine concern, considering food and water are integral components of survival and healthy living. Food 

and water are viewed as human rights as well as intrinsic human needs (UN Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs, 2010); it is impossible to exist without food and water, as this can lead to malnutrition and 

result to disease and possible death (WHO, 2018). The United Nations Handbook for the Protection of 

Internally Displaced Persons recommends that the state at a minimum must ensure access to rights 

essential to survival (i.e., food and water, basic shelter, medical services and sanitation). In addition, 

access to safe and affordable drinking water and food for all is in line with SDG Goals 6 & 2, respectively 

(UN, 2015).  

Food  

Interviews with IDPs and existing studies suggest that residents of Durumi camp entirely depend 

on food donations from individuals, groups and organisations that make donations on courtesy/ good-will 

visits to the camp.  

i. Pattern for Food Distribution (Logistics)   

On no account is there any formal structure for food distribution in Durumi camp, considering its 

“unofficial” categorisation. Therefore, the responsibility of distributing food is passed on to the leaders of 

the “self- governed” camp. The Camp Chairman, who is also an IDP, is tasked with the administration 
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and coordination of relief materials and donations received in the camp (Mirth, 2015). Based on reports 

and studies, the typical food items donated to displaced persons include non- perishable food items such 

as: rice, beans, noodles, pasta and cooking oil among others. Donors/ officials of the donating bodies and 

organisations conduct the direct or initial round of distribution, while the camp leadership subsequently 

oversees the sharing of the remaining items (We Care Africa, 2017). The food items received are 

apportioned portions to IDPs. The food does not get to the entire camp population and this is because of 

logistical setbacks (We Care Africa, 2017). Logistical issues in the camp include: absence of information 

on the precise number of households in the camp, number of IDPs in the camp, number of incoming IDPs 

and number of outgoing IDPs etc. (NEMA, 2018).   

ii. Food Distribution Frequency/ Dynamics   

Certain factors account for the irregularities in food distribution at the camp. The informal status 

of the camp shows that there are no existing food distribution structures, as would be the case in official 

IDP camps in the country (Mirth, 2015). Well- meaning individuals, concerned groups and organizations 

make occasional food donations to the camp. All these reflect vulnerability and dependency of IDPs 

living in Abuja’s displacement camps. It is as though their existence is dependent on courtesy visits made 

to the camp.   

Water   

Water is essential for human existence. We use water for drinking, cooking, washing, and bathing 

among other practices. Furthermore, the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 6 calls for clean 

water for all: "Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all” (UN, 

2015). IDPs get water from the borehole pump in the camp, a donation from the Rotary Club to the camp. 

The single borehole is the main source of water supply for over 3000 residents of Durumi IDP camp. 

Speaking in an interview, Camp Woman leader from Gwoza, Liyatu Ayuba, revealed that residents of the 

camp task themselves a fee of 10 Naira each, approximately 3 Cents just to purchase fuel to run the 

borehole pump that serves the camp community (PUNCH, 2018). Failure to purchase fuel because of lack 

of commitment from IDPs would result in lack of water for the entire camp.   
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2. Camp Shelter   

Shelter in Durumi IDP camp and other informal camps around the city, have comparable layouts. 

The camp shelters are comparable to shelters characterized with slums and this is largely due to the abrupt 

manner by which the camps were established considering the urgency for protection by IDPs. Typical 

shelters in in camp settlement are products of scrap materials: timber, cement bags, women’s wrappers, 

tarpaulin and rusty corrugated aluminum roofing. The camp shelters are flimsy and arranged in no 

particular order. Due to the shabby style and materials used for construction, the poorly built shelters 

expose their occupants to harsh climatic conditions such as rain, heat and strong winds (Yakno et al., 

2017). A typical household in the camp is comprised of one of the following:  

• Father, mother and children   

• Widow and children  

• Singles (men and women)  

Durumi IDP camp also has a camp clinic; camp nursery and primary school; two mosques; a 

church; mechanical workshop, and administrative office (Yakno et al., 2017). See Figure 4.1 for the 

typical camp shelters in the camp. 

 
 
Figure 4.1. Typical Shelter for IDPs at Durumi IDP camp (Source: Yakno et al., 2017)    

  

A middle- aged woman living in the Durumi camp settlement had this to say about how rainfall 

affects her living space: “The shelter is terrible. NGOs provide us with materials to build the bashers. The 

bashers get socked when it rains. This is not a proper accommodation for a human being” (Olanrewaju et 
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al., 2019).  “I hate where I live now. Rain messes up the shelter”. (Olanrewaju et al., 2019) narrated 

another woman living in Pegi IDP settlement, Abuja. Houses in the camp are typically studio style, with a 

lounge, bedroom and kitchen all in the same space. Members of each household are forced to share the 

constricted spaces, sleeping on mats or mattresses. An interior view from a Durumi IDP household is 

shown in Figure 4.2 below.  

 
 
Figure 4.2. Inset of a Typical IDP Shelter in Durumi IDP Camp (Yakno et al., 2017)                         
 

Most residents of the camp do most of their cooking outdoors, using the traditional three- stoned 

African cooking fireplace made with three stones, firewood and charcoal. Cooking is also done indoors 

with this same cooking energy solution and this creates air population in the small- sized spaces. Shared 

toilets and bathroom blocks built with corrugated aluminum sheets are separated from the living spaces, 

although open defecation is widely practiced in the camp due to the shortage of toilets as well as filled- up 

pit toilets in the camp.  

 

Social and Physical Constructs in Durumi Camp Settlement  

Researchers Yakno et al (2017) conducted a study on the spatial needs of IDPs in three IDP camp 

settlements in Abuja: Durumi camp, New Kuchingoro camp and Karmajiji camp. The study adopted the 

UNHCR 2015 Checklist for assessing IDP spatial needs in the camps. The findings revealed that shelters 

in Kuchingoro IDP settlement occupy about 2 x 2m (4sqm) per household. The square areas of the 
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shelters are less than what is required per person by UN displacement standard. The minimum 

recommended covered living area per person, which the UNHCR recommends for refugee and IDP 

camps/ settlement is 3.5sqm. It is difficult to discuss shelter in Durumi camp in such detail as in the 

Kuchingoro example. This is due to my inability to visit Durumi camp, coupled with unavailable 

information on this particular aspect. However, Figure 4.3 provides the reader with a comparable visual 

idea of living spaces in Durumi camp, side-by-side spatial data for Kuchingoro camp. This is considerable 

since there are close similarities in camp nature of Abuja IDP camps, irrespective of camp settlement 

size. The photos highlight proximity similarities between households as well as household scale in both 

camp settlements in both Durumi and Kuchingoro IDP settlements.  

 

 
 
Figure 4.3. Shelters for displaced persons in Kuchingoro IDP Settlement Camp (Uangbaoje, 2016; Robinson et al., 
2016) 
 

3. Health and Sanitation   

  Literature reveals that health is a crucial problem in Durumi IDP camp with a wide range of 

factors fueling the spread of disease infections in the camp: overcrowding, sanitary hygiene, sexual 

behavior and difficulties accessing quality healthcare (Onuegbu et al., 2017). The best health service, 

which IDPs can access in the camp, is through medical outreach programs facilitated by support groups 

and organisations (ADIES & Mercy Care Initiative, 2018). “Our NGO reached out to a doctor friend in 

Kuwait who dedicated one week of free medical treatment to IDPs living in Durumi camp” (Adah, 2018). 
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Despite the presence of a health clinic in Durumi camp, the clinic is underequipped to serve the camp 

population and provides limited primary health service to IDPs. The clinic building, which is a single 

room and toilet and functions as the male and female ward, doctors’ consultation room and storage for 

medical equipment and medicines (Yakno et al., 2017). A tanker provides water for the clinic building 

and is powered by a generator (Yakno et al., 2017). All things considered, the camp clinic is inadequate to 

meet the needs of the residents of the camp. 

Healthcare  

IDPs from Durumi camp have indicated that they are being denied medical treatment at public 

hospitals: Abuja National Hospital, the Police Staff Clinic, alongside district hospitals in Wuse and 

Asokoro. It is revealed that IDPs get turned back from the hospitals because they are unable to afford 

their medical bills (Okafor, 2016). Figure 4.4 shows a photo of the camp clinic serving the camp 

population of 3,000 is shown in the below. 

 
 
Figure 4.4. Photo of Durumi IDP Camp Clinic (Yakno et al., 2017) 
 

Sanitary Conditions  

The unavailability to toilets and proper sewerage disposal poses high risks of infections and 

spread of diseases in the camp environs (Mirth, 2015). Women in this camp are faced with high chances 

of contracting infections as a result of poor state of sanitary facilities (WHO Regional Office for Europe, 
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2001). Women in the camp have expressed that feminine health in the camp is one of their biggest 

concerns. The camp Women Leader, Mrs Layatu Ayuba voiced the ordeal of women’s health: “We are 

living in very bad conditions; the camps do not have toilets and we are not allowed to dig pit toilets in the 

place we are. Most of the women now have different toilet infections” (Yusuf, 2018). The unavailability 

of toilets in the camp also rears safety worries for many women in the camp, since they are forced to use 

the bush at odd hours. This situation further exposes females to chances of sexual assault in the 

camp. Due to limitation in accessing pictures for sanitary facilities in Durumi camp, Figure 4.5 highlights 

sanitary facilities at a similar IDP camp in Abuja.  

 

 
 
Figure 4.5. Makeshift bathrooms and toilets in Kuchingoro IDP Camp Settlement, Abuja (Tong, 2017) 

 

The sanitary state of Durumi camp is an impetus of disease spread across the camp and host 

community as detailed below. 

i. The combination of heavy downpours and unsanitary conditions led to a cholera outbreak at 

Durumi camp, in 2018 (Lawal, 2018)  

ii. There is an alarming spread Hepatitis B in the camp (Lawal, 2018)   

iii. Typhoid malaria and other diseases are killing IDPs, even much faster than insurgency is- Halima 
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Usman (Sha’ ban, 2018)  

4. Environment  

This research explored environmental and health issues in Durumi IDP and how displaced 

persons can be affected in camp. The environmental concerns in the camp are immense because water, 

sanitation and health are important components of environmental sustainability. The other forms of 

environmental degradation in the camp include pollution (air, water and land)- heavy use of firewood; 

human waste disposal; solid waste disposal (see Figure 4.6). 

 
 

Figure 4.6. Sanitary conditions of a similar camp in Abuja; Lugbe IDP Camp (The Admiral, 2018) 
 

5. Employment and Income  

Farming and trade are the major occupations, which IDPs were engaged in back in their 

hometowns (UNHCR Nigeria, 2017). However, the loss of active farming engagements for displaced 

persons in the camp has triggered a natural shift in economic activities. This comes upon IDPs 

recognizing that small- scale farming practices are unsustainable considering the cumbersome 

factors such as unavailability of farmland, funds and the need to acclimatize to economic activities in an 

urban setting. A significant number of IDPs in Durumi camp have no source of livelihood with only few 

fortunate to engage in handy jobs and manual labour such as: food vendors, fix faulty car parts, tricycles, 

motorcycle bikes and work at construction sites (Mirth, 2014). It is however difficult for the IDPs to 
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secure jobs in Abuja considering majority of IDPs lack formal education; Secondary School Leaving 

Certificate or its equivalent, which are minimum job qualifications. Skills acquisition workshops 

organised by various concerned groups are interventions with goals to empower women in the camp. 

However, this knowledge is short-lived. Existing studies indicates that some women have revealed that 

they are unable to convert the acquired skills sets into profit due to lack of funds and tools (Vanguard, 

2018).   

 

 
 

Figure 4.7. Woman fries local snacks in Kuchingoro Camp to make ends meet (USAID, 2015) 
 

Below are excerpts from a video coverage featuring IDPs from Kugwara Camp, Abuja, which provide 

insight on the financial hardships of IDPs, which is caused by the Boko haram displacement and the 

abandonment of the state.  

• “We were not beggars before now” Yohanna Wurawa (Jubilee Campaign, 2017, 12:35)   

• “They are in Abuja because they are close to the city of Government so that the government 

would look at it. A country is as strong as its weakest link. So long as these people remain here, 

Nigeria is not yet Nigeria. We will not stop advocating until we see the last person is settled back 

in his home and staying in peace with one another. A lot of them had the wealth I didn’t have”. 

Stephanos Foundation Representative (Jubilee Campaign, 2017, 12:35).  
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Chapter 5 

 
Analysis and Discussion 

 

5.1 Introduction  

 
This chapter will analyse the findings presented in Chapter 4. The analysis of this study adopts a 

funnel approach in order to provide the reader with deeper insight on the nexus of factors involved in the 

issue of displaced persons in Abuja. The components in the conceptual framework for this study are used 

to support the discussion of the data as thematized. Firstly, I will discuss common intricacies in the nature 

of Durumi camp, which result into unfavourable living conditions, then subsequently capitalise on the 

need and importance of shelter for women in IDP settlements including the wider IDP population and 

most significantly, its meaning to sustainable development, at the end of the dissertation. Decent housing 

is a core social and environmental need in this displacement situation and providing decent shelter will 

improve the living conditions of the camp; in turn addressing several related issues for women in the 

camp, such as safety, sanitary facilities, better healthcare and maternal healthcare. I aim to conduct this 

analysis by assessing the management of the camp process, understanding the barriers and approaches 

adopted to effectively manage displacement camps by applying concepts from a vulnerability lens.  

The issues of Durumi IDP camp, like other IDP camps, can be grouped under three pillars of 

sustainability: social, economic and environmental dimensions. A general understanding of the 

displacement phenomena will set precedence for the discussion of the research findings.  

5.2 General Dynamics of Internal Displacement 

As an aftereffect of any disaster, affected people typically flee to areas of safety. The distances 

travelled could be within short or long proximities. In the case of the Boko Haram crisis, most IDPs in the 

northeast took shelter in safer neighbouring towns and villages following deadly attacks in their 

localities (UNHCR, 2019). This point of displacement was extremely critical considering that thousands 



 67 

of displaced victims made long- distance trips to seek safety. In the case of long- distance migration, IDPs 

may move directly to urban areas while some may sojourn into much safer areas outside their 

communities before proceeding to urban areas or make cross- border movements in some cases (IDMC, 

2019). Figure 5.1 captures these dynamics. 

 
 

 
Figure 5.1. Displacement Data Model, showing the movement and migration patterns in displacement. (IDMC)   

 

By the end of June 2019, the UNHCR disclosed there were 2.4 million Nigerians displaced by the 

Boko Haram Violence, with around 500,457 persons seeking safety in countries neighbouring Nigeria’s 

northern region: Cameroon, Chad and Niger and (UNHCR, 2019).  

The findings in Chapter 4 indicate that the dramatic turn of events of displacement and forced 

migration can hinder people’s access to cash and other services, considering how it impacts on livelihood 

and self- sufficiency. The lack of income for IDPs pushes them into establishing support systems, either 

by relying on their unaffected family members or friends for food and money. Findings also show the 

important roles that unaffected relatives and friends of IDPs seemingly play in supporting IDPs who 

migrate from the northeast to safer areas of the country. As revealed in the excerpt from the interviews 

with displaced persons across IDP camps in Abuja, IDPs become dependent on their close networks for 
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cash and food, becoming the coping mechanism to survive and meet their daily needs and emergencies 

(Collado, 2018). In fact, Olanrewaju’s study shows that over 75% of all the respondents across the camps 

in Abuja were sponsored by their unaffected family members who facilitated their escape from horror to 

more safety. In some other cases, IDPs transported themselves to their desired destinations. Less than 

25% of the respondents of the study indicated that they sponsored themselves to their desired locations in 

host communities (Olanrewaju, 2019).  

The study also observes that migration from the centre of the crisis to Abuja was informed by the 

experience of relatives, friends and neighbours that had previously migrated to Abuja. Although life is 

hard for IDPs in Abuja, IDP migrant hopefuls are consoled with escaping the evil that has befallen them 

in their hometowns. The most pressing goals for their journeys are that of peace and safety. It is rather 

comprehensible in this instance that displaced persons seek safety in Abuja since it is Nigeria’s seat of 

power and government. It is therefore presumable that moving close to the base of government would 

prompt more swift responses from the government to address their displacement circumstances.  

The results also identify widespread insecurity in the conflict areas as another important 

determinant for IDP migration to Abuja. The severity of the crisis is not restricted to causing harm to 

large populations; rather it frustrates humanitarian access to desperately vulnerable communities in the 

region. International humanitarian actors in the northeast do consider a vast stretch of Borno state to be 

high- risk or very high- risk, mostly as the security architecture of the northeast is faced with uncertainties 

(OCHA, 2019). This is significantly due to lapses in ensuring safety and protection for Nigerians living in 

displacement camps and communities. A notable example of security collapse in Borno state was the 

failure of the Nigerian government to take pro- active security measures that would have prevented the 

famous kidnap of over 200 secondary schoolgirls in Chibok local government, subsequent to security 

intelligence on the planned attack the deadly by Boko Haram group. This and several security incidents 

leave IDPs in doubt of the government’s ability to provide them with safety and protection. Another area 

where the government has been unable to safeguard lives of civilians can be seen in the attack on civilians 

living in the porous IDP camps and host communities (Itumo et al., 2016). Even more worrying is the 
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attack of defence forces in the northeast. Boko Haram has overrun quite a number of military bases with 

the most recent in June 2019. The adopted dynamics of attacks employed by Boko Haram destabilizes 

military structures that are set up to protect towns, villages and civilians. That being said, insurgents have 

in the past gained unchallenged access into communities; unleashing terror on civilians. The most recent 

of such attacks was reported in May 2019, where Boko Haram fighters opened fire on IDPs in Madu 

Musaha camp in Dikwa town Borno state after they gained access into the rear of the camp and opened 

fire on their victims (PUNCH, 2019). These and many other such attacks are drivers for massive forced 

migration.  

Despite heavy military presence in Borno state, IDP camps and host communities remain targets 

for deadly attacks. On 9 February 2016, two female suicide bombers attacked a settlement for IDPs in 

Dikwa Local Government Area of Borno state, killing more than 58 people and injuring more than 80 

(Protection Sector Working Group, 2016). The realities of insecurity in the northeast besides the suffering 

in IDP camps in the region have remained prime propellants for IDP migration to other parts of Nigeria 

and its neighbouring countries.   

5.3 Hypothesis for the Neglect of Abuja IDPs   

Based on the accounts given by the FEMA boss on the position of the emergency agency towards 

IDPs in Abuja in Chapter 4, it can be established that the neglect of IDPs in Abuja is based on three 

principles. Firstly, emergency authorities are of the notion that displaced persons must seek humanitarian 

protection within their geographical scope of displacement. Secondly, it is understood from the findings 

that IDPs in Abuja are illegitimate because they have yet to undergo official displacement protocols such 

as registration at their place of displacement (northeast). This rationale further solidifies the illegality of 

Abuja camp settlements. On the final note, authorities have adopted a control strategy for managing 

arrival of prospective migrants to Abuja. It is believed that providing IDPs with humanitarian assistance 

as well as conducive living environments will become unsolicited invitations for massive IDP migration 

into the city.  
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            Although not surprising, the FCT administration is cautious to take- in IDPs who are escaping 

terrifying ordeals, over worries of welcoming insurgents posing to be IDPs with intent to carry out attacks 

against civilians in the city as revealed in my interview with the NEMA official and as confirmed by 

FEMA chief. However, this decision violates PRINCIPLE 1 of the UN Guiding Principles on Internal 

Displacement, which declares that “Displaced persons shall not be discriminated against in the enjoyment 

of any rights and freedoms on the ground that they are internally displaced” (UN Guiding Principles on 

Internal Displacement, 1998, p. 1).). IDPs are left to suffer the outcomes of such baseless decisions. 

Stigma and discrimination of IDPs by host communities and authorities are some of many challenges that 

are experienced across IDP populations. Usually, there are preconceived biases about IDPs in host 

communities. They are perceived as likely threats and a burden to society, which can contribute to a lack 

of mental security for IDPs, nettled by their experiences of violence back home (Jacobs, 2017). The daily 

hardship and poverty, which is experienced by IDPs in Abuja camps is partly as a result of discrimination, 

prejudice and abandonment by the statutory protector- government.  

Other deductions of the revelations made by the FEMA boss are clear admittance of infringement 

of rights of IDPs by the state. The patronizing, alienating and discriminatory treatment of IDP’s against 

their wish to be protected within their country’s territory is an outright violation of their fundamental 

basic rights as citizens of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Furthermore, the institutional laxity displayed 

by authorities in assimilating these victims of displacement is in breach of the national and international 

laws backing internal displacement. The African Union Kampala Convention Treaty states that state 

parties shall “Respect and ensure the right to seek safety in another part of the State and to be protected 

against forcible return to or resettlement in any place where their life, safety, liberty and/or health would 

be at risk” (African Union, 2009). Evidence from this study shows that, the Nigerian state has gone 

against this clause.     

The unfortunate neglect of IDPs is a considerably weak excuse by the government and a means of 

shying away from implementing policies, which would favour the aggrieved victims of insurgency 

(Adewale, 2016). Similarly, the narratives being pushed are detrimental to the wellbeing of IDPs, because 
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it aggravates different dimensions of vulnerabilities for IDPs. Subsequently, displaced persons are unable 

to integrate with the larger community. This impedes their chances of building networks and gaining 

access to seek sustainable socio- economic opportunities is limited to the immediate IDP settlement, 

where poverty and inequality thrive. The UN Guiding Principles yet again provides protection for 

displaced persons in this scenario, which can be found under PRINCIPLE 3(2): “Internally displaced 

persons, have the right to request and to receive protection and humanitarian assistance from these 

authorities. They shall not be persecuted or punished for making such a request” (UN Guiding Principles 

on Internal Displacement, 1998, p. 6). 

At this stage of the study, the analysis in this section validates the state’s role in the pitiful 

sufferings of IDPs. However, the summaries of the literature review in Chapter 1 show that the 

northeastern camps are equally poorly managed and residents of the camp live in misery, despite the 

official status of the camps. The excuse for the neglect of the Abuja camps being given by government 

representatives, that the camps are unofficial, tends to project an impression that the emergency 

management architecture is up to task when in fact officially recognised camps in the northeast hold 

similar IDP problems, on a different scale. Drawing on the information from the above highlighted points, 

this study deems it necessary to examine the position of government in managing displacements. I will 

next examine authorities’ strategies/ approaches in responding to humanitarian needs, with emphasis on 

women and shelter in Teachers’ Village Camp, which is an “official” IDP camp in Borno state.  

 

5.4 A Comparative Assessment using Teachers’ Village Camp to Examine the Role and Impact of 
Government in Official IDP Camps  

 
Teachers’ Village Camp  (OCHA: Fact Sheet: Teachers Village Camp, 2019)  

Location: Maiduguri, Borno State  
Date of Creation: January 2015  (OCHA: Fact Sheet: Teachers Village Camp, 2019)  
Population in 2018: 8,605 in October 2018 (OCHA: Fact Sheet: Teachers Village Camp, 2019)  
Population in 2019: 31,019 in February 2019 (OCHA: Fact Sheet: Teachers Village Camp, 2019)  
Number of Households: 2,013 in 2018 (OCHA: Fact Sheet: Teachers Village Camp, 2019)  
Current Number of Households: 8,255 in February 2019 (OCHA: Fact Sheet: Teachers Village Camp, 2019)  
IDP Influx: 22,414 between January and February 2019 raising the camp population from 8,605 in October 2018 to 
31,019 in 2019 (OCHA: Fact Sheet: Teachers Village Camp, 2019)  
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Security: Heavily guarded  
Layout: Site is planned   
Management: Government- National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), State Emergency Management 
Agency (SEMA) and UN agencies & NGOs 
 
 

 
Figure 5.2. Site Map showing Camp Infrastructure in Teachers’ Village Camp (OCHA, 2019)  
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Teachers’ Village Camp is a well-organised camp with proper IDP camp infrastructure providing 

access to decent shelter, general health and maternal health services, WASH, schools and other social 

amenities, as well as room for administrative offices (UNHCR, 2014). This is shown in Figure 5.2. The 

availability of the amenities in the camp is favoured by the original setup of where the camp is located. 

The Borno State government in 2014 initially constructed a Teachers’ Village camp for state teachers 

(shown in Figure 5.2). The housing project was however never used for its original purpose so it became 

host to displaced persons in the state in 2015. The camp is located in Kukuwa area of Maiduguri 

metropolis, the state capital. This camp is only about 1.6 kilometres from the Maiduguri International 

Airport and a short distance to business and residential areas. The camp, which has maximum capacity for 

10,000 persons, is overcrowded with a population of about 31,019 individuals in 2019 (OCHA, 2019), a 

significant increase from 8,605 individuals in October 2018. The camp population increase of over 300% 

was spiked by recent armed clashes and hostilities in Kukawa LGA of the state, leading to increased 

displacements of an additional 22,414 persons in between January 2019 and February 2019 (DTM, 2018). 

The camp is an officially government managed camp with support of the National Emergency 

Management Agency (NEMA) along with the State Emergency Management Authority (SEMA), the 

United Nations (UN) agencies and NGOs.  New arrivals in Teachers’ Village camp and subsequent 

overcrowding has deeply overstretched camp facilities and structures most especially shelter. The 

situation leaves IDPs with no better choice but to sleep on mats in open spaces in overly crowded and 

unbearable living conditions (OCHA, 2019).  

5.4.1 Important Issues relating to Shelter and Women  

1. Shelter  

The increase of additional 22,414 persons from 8,605 in a 10,000-capacity put immense pressure 

on camp resources and facilities such as camp shelter (OCHA, 2019). Displaced persons were forced to 

sleep in open and over crammed spaces due to the burdened housing amenities in the camp. Taking 

consideration of the initial site map of the camp, the site organisation provides the opportunity for more 
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effective socio- spatial relations in camp in comparison to Durumi IDP camps, where households are only 

a few metres apart.     

2. Gaps and Challenges 

There was intense need to scale up the capacity of the camp, subsequent to the latest 

displacements. However, there were challenges in expanding the camp, because of land constraints for 

additional permanent structures. Due to the scale of displacements in the camp, affected persons were 

forced to undergo chaotic processes before being registered into the camp (OCHA, 2019). According to 

reports, the majority of persons affected were women and children. Considering the magnitude of 

displacement and challenges of registration, they were forced to wait outside the gates of the reception 

centres and sleep on makeshift beds before making it into the camp (OCHA, 2019). Affected persons 

stayed in temporary shelters, made of straw mats, scarfs or blankets, bamboo, and plastic sheeting. The 

camp was so populated that families living in more permanent shelters were commonly sharing their 

living space with up to 12 people in a 12- meter square space in extremely overcrowded conditions. This 

is barely up to the minimum living space of 3.5 sqm required per person as recommended by the UNHCR 

Emergency Handbook (Site Planning for Camps). (UNHCR, 2007) 

Even though IDP camps are meant to be temporary alternatives during displacements, camps can 

exist up to years and decades in several cases, due to a wide range of factors. Of such examples is the 

decade- long Mazraq II, Yemen established in 2009 (IRIN, 2010). On this basis, the UN suggests that a 

refugee camp or IDP camp may not exceed a capacity of 20,000 to avoid high-density settlements and 

collapse of resources and facilities. This will also reduce dependency on aid by increasing independence 

to allow integration with host community (UNHCR, 2000). As a result of over- congestion and the lack of 

permanent shelter solutions, temporary and makeshift shelters were built very closely apart, posing 

serious risks of fire and disease outbreaks.  

3. Link to Women 

One important aspect of concern is safety for women and girls in overcrowded IDP camps. 

Overcrowding can have daunting social, psychological and physiological impacts on women’s wellbeing 
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in overcrowded spaces. Marshy (1999) reveals the social and psychological effects of overcrowding on 

women’s wellbeing using Palestinian Refugee camps in the West Bank and Gaza as case studies. The 

study indicates that lack of privacy in camp is likely to have connections with depression and other 

negative psychological outcomes in women. Similarly, Palestinian refugee women pointed out that they 

were affected by the loss of their productive role, since transitioning to the camp. Since their 

displacements, their roles became limited to the confines of their shelters, taking a toll on their position 

and influence in society (Marshy, 1999).  

Findings show that the size of a typical household in Teachers’ Village Camp is approximately 12 

sqm (OCHA, 2019), which is within the scale of households in the Palestinian camps, although there is no 

available information on demographic profile of households in Teachers’ Village Camp. Furthermore, 

extremely crowded conditions triggered by the massive arrival of displaced persons between November 

2018 and January 2019, forcibly reduced habitual spaces. The accommodation situation increased the risk 

of disease and infection spread as well as restricted privacy for women. The camp condition also caused 

unease towards menstrual hygiene management for women and girls living in the camp. Feminine 

hygiene in overcrowded environments is threatened by the living condition in the camp, a major concern 

for women and girls, due to lack of privacy and unavailability of sanitary facilities and materials in the 

camp. 

4. Intervention 

A new site for the construction of an additional 1,900 shelters at the Mohammed Goni 

International Stadium in Maiduguri was identified and developed by humanitarian actors. The 

International Organisation for Migration (IOM) completed biometric registration and verified new 

arrivals from Kukawa (LGA). 

Because the new population of the camp went 300% over- capacity, camp coordination and 

facilities were scaled- up to respond to the emergency. This is in line with the UN recommendation to 

decongest camps when the population exceeds 20,000 people (UNHCR, 2019). Urgent assistance and 
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protection needs of new arrivals were also considered. The steps initiated to address this issue in terms of 

shelter is as follows: 

Displacement Shelter Intervention Timeline 

i. 8-9 January 2019: Initiated plans to decongest Teachers’ Village Camp. Due to constrained 

natural resources in Teachers’ Village Camp, UN and partners identified and established an 

alternative site at Mohammed Goni International Stadium in the Maiduguri metropolis. The 

stadium camp aimed at accommodating 10,000 persons in 1,900 household shelters (OCHA, 

2019).  

ii. 11 January 2019- 27 February 2019: New site planning and preparations in collaboration with the 

Government, as well as plans for relocation of IDPs from Teachers’ Village Camp to the new 

Stadium Camp (OCHA, 2019). 

iii. 21- 22 February 2019: Relocation of 230 households from Teachers Village to Mohammed Goni 

International Stadium (OCHA, 2019).  

iv. 27 February 2019: completion of 1,700 shelters, 45 blocks of latrines and 14 taps stands for water 

supply at the Stadium Camp (OCHA, 2019). 

5.4.2 Summary of Comparative Analysis  

1. Humanitarian response actors are clearly in the lead of coordinating camp affairs, as seen in the 

establishment of a new camp (Stadium Camp) to decongest the population in Teacher’s Village 

camp. This step aligns with principles on internal displacement. Although international actors are 

more dominant in the management of the camp, the government is fairly engaged with providing 

humanitarian assistance, unlike the instance of informal camp settlements in Abuja where 

government agencies are not involved.  

2. Adherence to standards of internal displacement can be attributed to the active presence of 

foreign bodies in IDP camps in the northeast.  
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3. The original purpose of the campsite (housing project) helped to facilitate the setup of camp 

amenities although the camp is challenged with huge displacement numbers. The housing project 

also made provision for more decent shelter for displaced population in comparison to makeshift 

shelters in informal IDP camps.  

4. Government agencies are not proactive in humanitarian coordination. There are indications that 

the government is faced with institutional challenges that impede the smooth delivery of 

humanitarian assistance. It has almost become the primary obligation of international agencies to 

deal with an internal problem such as internal displacement.  

 

5.5 Implications of the Abandonment of IDPs 

In this section, I discuss the impact of government’s inactions towards the predicament of 

internally displaced populations in the FCT. The discussion is organised in important themes of 

humanitarian needs, with attention to specific key elements, which impact on women the most in Durumi 

camp. I firstly discuss how the effects of perceived bias interferes with the social identities of IDPs, an 

all-important aspect of one’s self- worth in society. I further analyse the unfavourable outcomes of 

decisions in the aspects of women’s health, safety, livelihood and shelter.  

5.5.1 Falsified Social Identity  

This part of the study discusses the social identities of displaced persons in connection with the 

rationale for the state’s limited humanitarian response to IDPs in Durumi camp settlement. As earlier 

indicated, vulnerable populations in Nigeria are experiencing social, political and institutionalized 

prejudice. For example, the FCT Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maintains strong biases 

towards IDPs living in the city. This is based on claims that IDP settlements in Abuja are not government-

recognized settlements because the displaced persons are residing outside their locations, particularly 

areas that are plagued by the Boko Haram crisis (Ejeh, 2017). Furthermore, this assertion implies that 
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non- acknowledgement of IDPs in Abuja, is because they are not “Internally Displaced Persons” by status 

of identity. “Status of identity” here, points to the fact that most IDPs in the city are yet to undergo 

screening by emergency management authorities. FEMA claims that the skipped procedure of 

displacement management, constrains it from assimilating IDPs into the society.  

“Let these people go back, let them be registered to know who and who are IDPs and where they come 

from and then it is our responsibility to cater for you”. Muhammadu Sani Sidi (Abubakar, 2015).  

This statement indicates perceived misconceptions of the definition of an “Internally Displaced 

Person”. Based on Sidi’s narrative, an IDP is only recognized after they have been vetted, registered and 

processed by disaster management authorities in the crisis area. However, this is contradictory to the 

UNHCR definition of IDPs as well as emergency humanitarian processes that should ensue after their 

displacement. To further validate this argument, the UN Handbook for the Protection of Internally 

Displaced Persons distinctly states that registration is a methodology of profiling but that “registration is 

not necessarily required, and sometimes not even desirable, in IDP contexts: rather the benefits of 

registration depend on factors such as the actual need for detailed data, the role of the government, and 

the period during which the information will remain valid” (Global Protection Cluster Working Group, 

2007 p. 340). Profiling of internally displaced persons is a collaborative process, which aims to collect 

data on individuals or groups who have been internally displaced, with intent to inform advocacy on their 

behalf, improve protection and assistance interventions and, ultimately, find a durable solution to 

displacement (Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC, 2007). In accordance with these 

definitions, at no point do the interpretations refer to registration as a basis for identifying a displaced 

person. In reality, the definition of an IDP is considered descriptive of an individual’s realistic status. 

Recalling the definition given for displaced persons in chapter 2: Internally Displaced Persons are 

"Persons or groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of 

habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations 

of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made disasters, and who have not 
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crossed an internationally recognized State border” (UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, 

1998, p. 1).  

In conclusion, the decision by emergency agencies to limit humanitarian assistance for IDPs in 

Abuja interferes with the human rights and enjoyment of affected persons. According to international 

principles covering victims of displacement, “Every human being has the right to dignity and physical, 

mental and moral integrity”- UN Guiding Principle, 11(1) (UN Guiding Principles on Internal 

Displacement, 1998, p. 8). 

The next discussion will be based on four crucial aspects of women’s wellbeing in Durumi camp, 

food, water and clothing. I look at the outcomes of incompetence on women’s health, safety, livelihood 

and shelter in the camp.  

1. Women’s Health  

Based on the results in Chapter 4, poor sanitary facilities and living conditions expose Durumi 

IDPs to various degrees of infectious diseases (see Health and Sanitation section in Chapter 4). Although 

there is a clinic in the camp settlement, it is limited to treating minor health needs of IDPs in the camp. 

Furthermore, the healthcare refusal of displaced persons as indicated in the Health section of Chapter 4, 

denies IDPs the opportunities of receiving medical care, which subsequently takes a huge toll on women’s 

general health and maternal health. The hopeless situation places the lives of IDPs in dangers of untreated 

disease infections and possible death. It should be the primary responsibility of the government to 

intervene and ensure there is free healthcare for vulnerable groups such as IDPs. However, these 

experiences contravene Principle (7) 2 of the UN Guiding Principles: “The authorities undertaking such 

displacement shall ensure, to the greatest practicable extent, that proper accommodation is provided to the 

displaced persons, that such displacements are effected in satisfactory conditions of safety, nutrition, 

health and hygiene, and that members of the same family are not separated” (UN Guiding Principles on 

Internal Displacement, 1998, p. 7).   

The World Health Organisation (WHO), maternal health refers to the health of women during 

pregnancy, childbirth and the postpartum period. While motherhood is often a positive and fulfilling 
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experience, for too many women it is associated with suffering, ill health and even death. Major 

complications during pregnancy are the leading cause of nearly 75% of deaths in pregnant women, 

especially severe bleeding, mostly bleeding after childbirth (WHO, 2018). These complications include:  

! Infections (usually after childbirth)  

! High blood pressure during pregnancy (pre-eclampsia and eclampsia)   

! Complications from delivery  

The Durumi camp Women Leader, Liyatu Ayuba plays a key role in the camp. Not only does she 

attend to women’s administrative needs in the camp, she doubles as the camp midwife. She revealed in an 

interview, her fears and worries for women and their newborns: “We need healthcare first and foremost. 

The women that I have delivered are very unhealthy”- Liyatu Ayuba (Vann, 2016, 0:15). The majority of 

pregnant women in the camp are delivered through traditional birthing methods, which for the most part 

are overseen by the women’s camp leader who happens to be a traditional birth attendant herself. 

However, the lack of a well equipped and functioning maternal facility heightens fears and concerns of 

the birthing method especially instances where there are complications. Maternal death is regarded as one 

of the leading causes of preventable deaths in Durumi camp, as is death of under-five children (Oladele, 

2018). A graph data showing maternal health statistics for Nigeria and other countries is shown in Figure 

5.3.  

 
 
Figure 5.3. Trends in maternal mortality (per 100,000 live births): 1990 to 2015. (WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, World 
Bank and the United Nations Population Division, 2015) 
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According to UN findings, Nigeria accounts for 19% of the world’s maternal deaths and nearly a 

tenth of all newborn deaths (Baker, 2019). This statistic confirms that pregnant women and children are at 

even greater risk of maternal casualties, taking into consideration the health conditions of Durumi IDP 

camp. As of July 2018, an official of the Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development indicated to 

me that the Ministry in its capacity intends to mitigate maternal death rates in Durumi camp, by providing 

ambulances stationed in the camp in case women go into labour. Nonetheless, there are no indications that 

such or similar interventions have been made in the camp. These and many more lapses in governance 

continuously endanger the lives of women in IDP camps.  

2. Camp Insecurity 

Sexual related offences in Durumi Camp can be attributed to lack of a security presence and 

protection in the camp vicinity. Sexual violence is a common phenomenon in conflicts and displacements. 

It positions women and girls at high- risks of unwanted pregnancy and sexually transmitted 

diseases (Oladeji et al., 2018). Thousands of women and children are targets in the Boko Haram crisis in 

the northeast. They are kidnapped by insurgents and used as sex and child bearing ‘slaves’, domestic 

workers for cooking and cleaning in Boko Haram dens, as well as bombers in various suicide 

attacks (Agbiboa and Maiangwa, 2014; Warner and Matfess 2017; UNICEF 2017). This is a strategy that 

has been long adopted by Boko Haram in the bid to grow their dynasty, as well as pass on their ideology 

to the children, which the bore by the enslaved women. Many thousands of women and girls are victims 

of kidnap, forced marriages and repeated sexual abuse, perpetuated by Boko Haram insurgents. These 

violent acts on women are not limited to insurgents. Other reported sexual abusers and exploiters of 

women and girls include: IDP camp officials and leaders, vigilante groups, policemen and soldiers who 

are expected to provide protection for these women and girls in camps (Human Rights Watch, 

2016). Sexual abuse in the form of rape, groping and intimidation are very common in most IDP camps in 

Nigeria (Human Rights Watch, 2016). Threat and subjugation are some other tactics employed by sexual 

offenders to demand sex from women before they can receive food and non- food donations in the camps 
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as indicated in chapter 1 of this study. Sexual and gender- based violence is a gross violation of human 

rights hence, and the UNHCR places central emphasis on the need to protect women during conflict and 

displacement.  

Sexual abuse is no different in IDP settlement camps in Abuja with a considerable number of 

reported cases (Elohim Foundation, 2017). This form of violence in Durumi IDP settlement camp can be 

associated with insecurity in the camp. The porosity in Durumi camp settlement hosting around 3,000 

IDPs should be considered a major security concern, in view of the lack of a security presence or any 

form of protection for IDPs. The unofficial nature of the camp grants public access into the camp, despite 

the fact that the camp settlement exists within a perimeter fence. Monitoring the movement of people 

entering and exiting the camp as well as identifying legal occupants of a camp would limit illegal 

activities in the camp. However, this can be difficult to achieve, especially with the situation of 

unregistered IDPs in addition to the non- existing security and safety mechanisms for the camp setting.  

IDPs are at considerable risk of danger, especially since Durumi camp is fast becoming a hub for 

robberies, sex workers and other illicit activities (Mirth, 2014). The experiences of women in such 

conditions expose them to extreme vulnerability. Sexual abuse is an eternal psychological, emotional and 

physical scar that cannot be erased from one's life course. Similarly, Fineman’s (2017) concept on 

vulnerability, being a life- course occurrence suggests that nothing can entirely mitigate vulnerability. She 

however suggests that resilience provides an individual with the means and ability to recover from harm, 

setbacks and the misfortunes encountered. She is also of the strong view that social institutions should 

provide assets or resources that give us resilience. On the contrary, the government of Nigeria has 

continuously forsaken women in the spate of incessant displacements. Women in displacement 

communities have blatantly been denied resilience of any sort to enable a smooth transition and recovery 

from their powerless state. The findings from Fineman’s vulnerability study imply that the sufferings of 

women against crime during displacement are primarily the failure of society and its institutions. 

3. Livelihood for Women  
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High unemployment rate in Nigeria is an indicator of socio- economic unsustainability in its 

national development. Statistics reveal that the unemployment rate in Nigeria increased to more than 

23.10% in the third quarter of 2018 from 22.70% in 2017, which translates into about 20, 92760 million 

unemployed Nigerians (National Bureau of Statistics, 2019). These figures can be attributed to poor 

economic policies and conditions. As earlier pointed out in Chapter 1, the Boko Haram insurgency has 

destroyed the livelihoods of many victims of the violence and the lack of livelihood and economic 

chances is a major challenge that is faced by IDPs sheltering in urban settings as revealed in the results in 

Chapter 4. It is more so challenging for IDPs in Abuja, considering that they travelled over 600 

kilometres with little or no savings and possessions. Their condition is further fueled by difficulties in 

accessing livelihoods and employment, thereby increasing their destitution over time (Cotroneo, 2017). 

Another aspect of economic and livelihood challenges for urban migrant IDPs is 

the occupational differences between rural and urban areas.  

Subsistence and commercial agriculture as well as extensive livestock activities, sustain the 

economies of both Bama and Gwoza local government areas where most IDPs in Durumi camp originate. 

Subsistence farming, which is widely practiced in the African context, dominates the agricultural sector of 

Nigeria, feeding and sustaining 70- 80% of households (Nwankpa, 2017). Nearly 80% of Nigeria’s 200 

million populations live in rural areas where agriculture prevails as a central source of 

livelihood (Nwankpa, 2017). The agricultural sector in Nigeria can be seen in two categories: subsistence 

agriculture and commercial agriculture. Subsistence agriculture is a self- sufficiency farming i.e. the 

farmer produces for themselves and family with little or none for economic purposes. It is practiced in 

small-scale systems and requires only a little amount of money to practice unlike commercial farming that 

involves large amounts of money and land to operate. Subsistence farming does not require machinery or 

heavy equipment, since the land is small and fragmented (Nandi et al., 2008).   

Within the displacement context, victims of such environmental phenomena are exposed to all 

forms of human susceptibilities, including loss of livelihood. Herein, the dynamics and complexities of 

internal displacement involve the loss of productive assets and patrimony, resulting in a major life- 
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changing economic shock. This can become even more complex for IDPs on realizing that human capital 

acquired before displacement is not easily transferrable for productive use into urban contexts (Cotroneo, 

2017). Given this concept, IDPs in Durumi camp have revealed their shocking realities, which they 

deal with, especially for the fact that they had more comfort in their hometowns than they do now. Prior 

to these displacements, IDPs enjoyed economic engagements and a considerably lower cost of living in 

their communities when compared to the expensive living costs in the federal capital (UN, Nigeria, 

2017). They also had access to ancestral land where farming practices were carried out. This is a serious 

contrast of their new realities, as seen from the results of the study. Some IDPs in Durumi manage to 

survive on pocket- sized harvest of food crops like yam and corn, which are staple foods in their 

indigenous regions (Mirth, 2014). This practice is however unsustainable considering they can be banned 

at anytime by the owners of the private lands, further compounding to their vulnerable conditions. 

For IDPs in Abuja to improve their living predicament, it would require them to become less 

reliant on aid as well as diversify their income chances for them to fair better in the longer run. 

Empowerment programs, which are held at the camp have improved the skillsets of IDPs especially 

women, according to IDP accounts in chapter 4. Furthermore, this resonates with the UN Guiding 

Principle 22(b), which states that IDPs have “The right to seek freely opportunities for employment and to 

participate in economic activities however, other challenges accompany the empowerment process” (UN 

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, 1998, p. 11). Despite these interventions, IDPs still lack the 

willpower to improve and convert their acquired skills into profit, as women in Durumi IDP camp have 

lamented the inefficacy of such programs- “The Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) have appealed to the 

Federal Government to empower them with starter-packs and funds after acquiring skills in various 

trades” (Nwafor, 2018).  Providing jobs for IDPs would improve livelihood opportunities and improve 

their current living conditions. This could also be a strategic way of curbing anti- social behaviours in the 

community at large, especially with rampant activities of transactional sex and robbery in the camp 

(Mirth, 2014).  
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To decipher the gender dimensions of unemployment for women in Durumi camp settlement, 

Reimann and Cordula argue that women and men have different experiences in conflict and that women 

tend to be more vulnerable to economic, political and sexual exploitation in conflicts. They also stress that 

women’s needs for security are different from those of men as ‘traditional’ breadwinners or 

fighters considering the range of vulnerabilities they are confronted with (Reiman et al., 2002). In January 

2019, Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) estimated that the IDP population in Nigeria was around 

1,948,349, composed of 55 % female and 45% male. With about 80% of the total IDP population being 

women and children under 6 years (DTM, 2019).  Given that, most women become female heads 

of households, caring after the children and the elderly. Figure 5.4 shows a demographic statistics of 

internal displacements in Nigeria with women leading in migration as a result of displacement. 

 

 
 
Figure 5.4. Nigeria: Internal displacement figures showing demographic percentage of displaced Boko Haram 
migrants (DTM, 2019) 
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The data above, gives an indication of the roles and responsibilities that women assume in the 

home as heads of house during Boko Haram displacements, in situations where they are single, widowed 

and separated from their spouses.  

“I am not working or farming. I manage from the gifts from people. I don’t have enough to eat. I would 

like to work. The death of my husband no doubt affected me. This is because I have lived for many years 

with my husband and we have done things together, now I am alone. My six children are not schooling. 

There is no toilet here. We ease ourselves in the bush because we have no bathrooms. These bashers were 

built by NGOs, but they come through NEMA to provide us help”. Woman aged 20 to 49 in Camp 

(Olarenwaju, 2019).  

The Boko Haram crisis has quite upset the equilibrium between the role men and women play in 

the home, as a large number of women are forced to assume responsibilities previously held by men. This 

has a severe impact on the female victims of insurgency especially in a male dominated society such as 

Nigeria, particularly the northern region (Makama, 2013).   

In conclusion, the absence of concrete interventions in Durumi camp and other camps in the city 

has catapulted women into extreme vulnerabilities and dependency on humanitarian aid for survival. The 

situation is so desperate that socio- economic deprivation and reliance on irregular aid donations is 

pushing women into engaging in prostitution, widely patronized by commercial bike riders in the area, in 

order to feed themselves and their families (Mirth, 2014). In relation to women, the lack of support from 

authorities to ameliorate the conditions of IDPs in Durumi has resulted in the loss of livelihood for 

women and many other deprivations.  

4. The Uncertainty of Shelter 

As indicated earlier in this chapter, the massive influx of persons from violence- torn northeastern 

region to Abuja amid looming security concerns, has led to the government’s deliberate decision not to 

provide humanitarian interventions including shelter alternatives for affected persons, leading to the 

establishment of IDP settlements on privately owned fallow land and in incomplete buildings in some 

cases (Desai, 2018). The conditions of these shelters as shown in the findings in Chapter 4 go against 
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UNHCR’s shelter programmes recommendations, which implies that shelter should comprise of a mix of 

sheltering kits, plastic sheeting and tents that better withstand environmental factors (UNHCR, 2007). 

Conversely, the camp photos in Figure 4.1 suggest otherwise. Had it not been the accommodating and 

benevolent spirit of the Nigerian people, extended to IDPs in the city, they would currently be on the 

streets. This is not to say their current living situation is much better. Landowners throughout the city 

temporarily allowed IDPs to build shelters on their lands, following their migration starting in 2014. 

Nonetheless, there are looming uncertainties as to the length of time that displaced persons will be 

granted stay in the established IDP settlements. These doubts stem from skepticism that IDPs may not 

vacate the lands they temporarily occupy, until normalcy is returned in northeastern or alternative 

solutions are provided in the city (Adewale, 2019). Moreover, the skepticism is fueled by past experiences 

where landowners lost parts of their lands to encroaching strangers. IDPs themselves state their intentions 

to return to their homes after the crisis is resolved: “None of us wants to stay back in Abuja after the 

crisis. We will definitely go back to our villages and pick our lives up where we had left them. Look at 

the unhygienic and polluted area where we are restricted. Does this look like a place where any human 

being in his or her right senses would want to permanently inhabit”? (Adewale, 2016).   

The staying of IDPs on private property is inconveniencing for some landowners as they are said 

to have stalled development on their land to accommodate the IDPs. There is therefore every indication 

that the situation of the IDPs in many of these locations may soon deteriorate because they face threats of 

forced eviction by their host communities (Adewale, 2016). These are some of the many adverse impacts 

of government’s lack of official response to internal displacement. In conclusion, this section has 

projected the vulnerabilities of displaced persons, especially women in Durumi camp, which are direct 

results of irresponsibility on the part of the government as well as inadequacies in processes of disaster 

management. The state through its social institutions has failed the people as their attitudes and responses 

towards IDPs in Abuja enables continued powerlessness of its citizens. This situation exposes people in 

two ways: vulnerability of IDPs and vulnerability of the wider community. The reasons stated for the 

unrecognition of IDPs in Abuja, further perpetuates social exclusion given that IDPs are denied access to 
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basic social amenities to improve their living conditions. The justifications posed by emergency 

authorities shows distrust towards the identities and predicaments of persons who are traumatised by the 

Boko Haram crisis, which can be considered discriminatory. 

5.6 Focus on Shelter  

Shelter in this context should be regarded as a safe, comfortable space, where IDPs can seek 

safety and be protected against environmental and physical factors, which they encounter in their present 

environment. Providing IDPs with safe shelters and living conditions will mitigate the substandard 

environment of the disadvantaged IDPs of Durumi. It will also ensure safety and improve their wellbeing. 

This is especially significant for women, considering the unsustainable state of the camp settlement. 

Because the needs of persons experiencing violence can be urgent and complex, the study’s 

approach to “safe spaces” is that it is extremely important that options for safe shelter are made available 

to ease the compounded levels of physical or psychological distress and harms experienced. “Shelter” in 

this context does not necessarily suggest a physical structure but rather a conceptual term, which regards 

shelter as: “any physical space or network of spaces that exclusively or incidentally offers temporary 

safety to individuals” (Freccero, 2013).  Examples of safe spaces can be a traditional safe house, a 

network of community members’ homes, or another safe space coordinated by a base organization 

(Freccero, 2013). A summary of issues raised in the analysis indicates that women of Durumi camp 

settlement are in critical need of protection from disease transmission, insecurity (sexual violence and 

robbery) as well as environmental hazards and psychological trauma. Women in the camp are 

experiencing great vulnerabilities partly because of difficulties in accessing safe space options. The 

government’s unwavering decision not to enforce drastic measures in addressing the needs IDPs in Abuja 

has worsened their horrifying experiences. In terms of shelter, it is crucial that concerned authorities 

comprehend alternative mechanisms for managing displacements of which shelter is central. Furthermore, 

it is important to recognise options for physical shelter that exist with regards to displacements. In 

addition to providing immediate physical protection, programs that provide adequate shelter to displaced 
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persons fleeing the Boko Haram crisis may help facilitate access to other key services such as sanitary 

facilities among others. Each year, the UNHCR provides shelter for displaced persons around the globe 

(Alloush, Taylor, Gupta, Rojas Valdes, & Gonzalez-Estrada, 2017). The shelters provided are supposed to 

be temporary, however, over time they may become almost permanent for the displaced persons 

(Ramadan, 2013). 

5.6.1 The Importance of Shelter for Women 

Shelter is a focal aspect of the wellbeing of the female gender, particularly in the context of 

displacement. “All human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated and … 

women’s equal ownership, access to and control over land and the equal right to own property and to 

adequate housing contribute to the full realization of human rights" (Commission on Human Rights, 

2005). Housing can also have impact on the health, welfare, social attitudes and economic productivity of 

an individual (Goebel, 2015). Similarly, Goebel (2015) recognises the strategic benefits of adequate 

housing for women: “adequate housing can give women the physical and metaphorical space in which to 

meet their wide- ranging social and economic needs and obligations” (Goebel, 2015, p. 101). 

Consequently, it is significant to point out the importance of decent shelter for displaced women in 

Durumi IDP settlement and IDP camps in Nigeria holistically. At the end of this analysis, I hope that the 

substance of the discourse will demonstrate how the provision of decent shelter can improve the present 

conditions of living for women in Durumi camp settlement on multiple fronts. Here I adopt the UN 

Women charter on “Why Shelters are Important” for the following discussions (UN Women, 2012).  

1. Protection, Services and Resources  

“Shelters provide secure accommodation for women and girls who are at risk of or have been 

subjected to violence, although they contribute far more than just a safe place to stay. Shelters provide 

essential aspects of protection, services and resources which enable women who have experienced abuse 

and their children to recover from the violence, to rebuild self-esteem, and to take steps to regain a self-

determined and independent life” (UN Women, 2012). According to the United Nations Commission on 
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Human Settlements and the Global Strategy: “Adequate shelter means…. adequate privacy, adequate 

space, adequate security, adequate lighting and ventilation, adequate basic infrastructure and adequate 

location with regard to work and basic facilities-all at a reasonable cost” (UN Habitat, 2009). It is 

therefore consequently of fundamental value that IDPs are provided with adequate housing because, 

housing it provides basic elements of human existence such as: adequate space, protection from cold, 

damp, heat, rain, wind or other threats to health, structural hazards, and disease vectors (UN Habitat, 

2009). Furthermore, adequate housing will provide sanitary and cooking alternatives as in the case of 

shelter in Durumi. A summary on the importance of adequate housing for women in displacements is 

listed below.  

i. Shelters provide secure accommodation for women and girls who are subjected to sexual violence 

and intimidation in the camp settlement. 

ii. Decent shelters provide important aspects of protection for women. Women and their households 

need protection against ecological factors such as rain and winds. Additionally, women will have 

access to proper living spaces, sanitary facilitates and cooking spaces. By that means, shielding 

them from the threats of disease and the risk of sexually assault when forced to use the bush as 

toilets. Proper shelters will provide protection for women in Durumi camp against robbery as well 

as prevent the presence of unsolicited persons invading the camp environs.  

iii. Proper shelters have the ability to provide women with a scope of access to resources and 

services. Shelters will enable women and girls in Durumi camp to secure access to services such 

as improved health services; security; education; integration and socio- economic opportunities. 

IDPs cannot access these services due to their displacement status along. An improvement in their 

living condition may increase and reinforce the quality of responses provided by other service 

providers who have involvements with abused women. The services and resources offered by 

shelter programs can address barriers faced by women in Durumi camp by helping women and 

girls voice their horrifying experiences of sexual violence at the same time receive physical and 

psychological counseling support. Many women find it difficult to report their sexual abuse 
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encounters due to the lack of appropriate channels in the camp settlement (Ojengbede et al., 

2019). Proper shelters have the ability to give the range of protection and support to help 

survivors of sexual violence as well as those at risk of violence (UN Women, 2012). “While 

shelters are part of the social service sector, they have emerged from the broader women’s 

movement. In particular, efforts to address violence against women are closely linked to the work 

of survivors and advocates who established women’s shelters, rape crisis centres, telephone 

hotlines and neighbourhood support groups” (Gierman et al., 2013, p. 6). 

2. Implications of Poor Shelter for Women in Durumi IDP Settlement 

The inaccessibility of proper shelter for IDPs has produced harmful effects on women in Durumi 

IDP settlement and comparable camp settlements in Abuja. The effects of poor shelter for women can be 

multi- faceted and intergenerational. Because of poor access to decent shelter, women are shown to have 

less fortunate outcomes in the areas of health; psychological and emotional wellbeing; relationship 

stability; nutritional outcomes, and livelihood (Johnson et al., 2014). All these and more can be observed 

in women, living in Durumi settlement; a snowball effect on other aspects of their subsistence (Adewale, 

2016). Owing to the fact that housing can have positive effects on social services that help the wellbeing 

of women, denying women of safe spaces is depriving them of their human rights. If the living conditions 

of Durumi camp fail to improve, women in the camp will keep on dwelling in the heightened 

vulnerabilities that are highlighted in the analysis.  

Through observational studies, we see proof of gendered effects of homelessness on women. 

Johnson et al., (2014) reveal that women experience physical and emotional and psychological distress. 

They also encounter drug and alcohol problems, hunger and food hardships, and lower and less stable 

employment when threatened with homelessness in addition to sex trafficking. Women in Durumi camp 

have been shown to experience these outcomes because of poor shelter. Women in the camp have also 

lost their feeling of social identity and belonging, as they are unable to integrate into the larger 

community. The intergenerational effects of displacement, poverty and poor shelter have exerted biases 

on women of Durumi IDP settlement and their children. IDPs in Abuja are encountering discrimination 
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with enrolling their children in public schools in light of the fact that the vast majority of them are unable 

to manage the cost of school charges (Olanrewaju, 2019). Children from these camps are denied the 

chance of learning at public schools in camp host communities (Olanrewaju et al., 2019). The displaced 

children are also allegedly charged almost thrice the fees for local Abuja indigenes. This partiality can be 

seen from a point of view of social profiling as well as the housing status of displaced individuals.  

3. Matching the National Housing Policy to IDPs in Nigeria  

Housing crisis is one of Nigeria’s greatest development challenges and is on massive scale. In 

2015, the past minister of Housing and Urban Development, disclosed that housing deficit in the country 

was at 10% of its increasing population of 170 million and required over N59.5 trillion to salvage the 

situation (Ghosh, 2014). This implies that over 17 million Nigerians live in deficient houses, informal 

settlements and slums. The housing problem has existed for many decades now with no positive 

solutions. This further implies that the country will need to produce nearly 1 million houses yearly to 

bridge the wide housing deficit of 17- 20 million houses. However, the current formal housing production 

figure is merely at 100,000 (World Bank, 2018). This is largely due to its infant mortgage finance 

industry and over-concentration on luxurious houses, targeting high- income earners. The issue of 

housing in Nigeria exists in both rural and urban areas resulting from the significantly low housing 

production for the middle and low- income bracket (Aliyu et al., 2017). This problem can be connected to 

poor housing strategies and implementation to address the situation. Nigerian housing policies can be 

followed as far back as the colonial era, pre- independence in 1960. Although the policies have been 

subjected to review throughout the decades, housing shortage has risen remarkably. The general goal of 

the housing policy is focused on “ensuring that all Nigerians own or have access to decent, safe and 

sanitary housing in healthy environment with infrastructural services at affordable cost, with secure 

tenure” (Alkali, 2005).  

The Boko Haram crisis is without doubt a prime driver for the housing shortfalls in Nigeria, 

considering the displacement of large number of people from their homes. The inability of Nigeria’s 

housing policies and programs to effectively address the housing needs of Nigerians has resulted in 
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several futile reviews of the document. In general, the intent of the policy is to address important aspects 

of housing provision such as prototype designs, urban housing, rural housing, access to land, affordable 

housing cost, the use of local materials (in account of climate and culture), and preference of the users 

(Ibimilua, 2015). For as much as the policy has neglected to yield significant result in reducing the 

housing shortfall, there has likewise been no attempt in amending the policy to accommodate specific 

housing during emergencies like internal displacements. This is crucial, considering the mammoth 

displacements following the spate of Boko Haram attacks and displacements. A practical strategy is 

needed as an underlying approach towards resettlement of IDPs. 

 

5.7 Brief Case Study Review of Interventions for IDP Resettlement in Abuja by an NGO  

Although IDP settlements in Abuja are not designated IDP camps, the presence of Non- 

Governmental Organizations and generosity of Nigerians are being felt by affected persons, through 

donations of food and non- food items; seasonal medical outreach; skills acquisition workshops and 

volunteer teachers who facilitate classes for children in these camps (NEMA, 2018). As established in the 

analysis, the state is solely responsible for the humanitarian needs and wellbeing of its displaced citizens 

(UN Guiding Principles; The Kampala Treaty; The Nigerian Constitution; Fineman’s Theory). At the 

same time, it reveals the government’s disinterest in associating with the displaced public by way of 

evading its roles and responsibilities in the displacement crisis. Furthermore, the judicial arguments 

contained in the Literature Review section of Chapter 1, especially on restrained access to justice for 

“ordinary Nigerians”, provides some logic on why the Nigerian government is yet to be held accountable 

in the courts of law, even after breaking its constitutional obligations and enabling serious offences 

against the humanity of internally displaced persons. It is for reasons such as this that, the unresolved 

plights of displaced persons in Abuja have steered a shift of state responsibilities to the private sector. The 

final section of this Chapter looks at how the private resettlement scheme for IDPs in Kugwaru, which 

was introduced in Chapter 1, responds to the conditions stated above.   
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Intervention Model 

     Kugwaru IDP settlement is one of numerous Abuja settlements confronted with humanitarian 

challenges. The camp's population is around 2000 people, predominantly indigenes of Gwoza Local 

Government Area in Borno state. In 2017, occupants of the camp became recipients of a resettlement 

program by an international NGO-Jubilee Campaign, titled "Give them Land". The foundation procured 

hectares of land to oblige around 3600- 4000 displaced persons (615 families) (See Figure 5.5).  

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 5.5.Aerial shot of the land for IDP Resettlement in Kugwaru (Stefanos Foundation, 2017) 
 

 

Based on available information, the resettlement plan aims at providing physical and social 

protection and security for the victims of displacement. The land secured for Kugwaru IDPs relieves them 

of the heavy burden of paying yearly house rent of N12, 000 (30 USD), which many are unable to afford. 

Also, the project will shelter IDPs from evictions by their landlords and Kugwaru host community. Based 

on the sources, although the purpose of the land is to build shelter for IDPs, the Kugwaru IDP community 

pleaded with the NGO to assist them in securing land for farming around the vicinity that can be 

cultivated to support their livelihood and subsistence (Jubilee Campaign, 2017, 8:05).  
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Despite the fact that the development of the new site may not fully hold fast to UN IDP 

settlement guidelines, the idea of the programme will restore the human dignity of the IDPs. If carefully 

executed, the resettlement project could be a workable model for resolving IDP sufferings in Abuja, as it 

will address some urgently protracted needs of IDP: food and water insecurity, decent shelter needs, 

safety for women and girls, improved sanitation and health, thereby promoting a more viable IDP 

community. Although the government anticipates that such interventions could influence a spate of IDP 

arrivals from the northeast, this should not justify its reluctance towards individuals who have become 

vulnerable as a result of violence, as earlier revealed. Finally, it is lamentable that the private sector is 

assuming the duties of the state, due to its gross ineptitude 
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Chapter 6 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

 

6.1 Summary  

In conclusion, the Boko Haram emergency has seriously affected individuals, communities and 

the economy of Nigeria. The devastating impacts of the emergency have caused massive difficulties for 

sustainable improvements in Nigeria. Simultaneously, the violence has uncovered the inadequacies in 

government, especially in managing the impacts of disaster. The findings in this research have highlighted 

the challenges faced by IDPs, particularly those seeking safety in Abuja. The key finding of the 

exploration is that despite the fact that displacement and its effects are enormous, the government has 

complicated the situation by enabling haphazard conditions in IDP settlements in the Federal Capital city 

Not only is the purposeful dismissal of IDPs by the administration illegal, it is a serious infringement of 

their fundamental human rights. The defenses for government's unresponsive activities by the state are 

misleading as well as unlawful. As uncovered in Chapter 5, the discussions of this study drew upon 

principles in the Nigerian Constitution, the United Nations Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement 

and African Union Kampala Convention, the vulnerability theory and other relevant displacement 

documents.  

The explanations for neglecting IDPs, which were revealed by national emergency authorities in 

the analysis, reflect a disinclination to properly implement policies that would improve the management 

of IDPs in Abuja. Likewise, this study infers that the "informal" status of Abuja IDP camps being 

expressed as the explanation behind the administration's constrained inclusion with displaced people in 

Abuja is questionable. This comes with taking into account that although "official" IDP camps in the 

northeast are established under some degree of humanitarian response requirements, IDPs are 

nevertheless experiencing difficult challenges: the results of an endemic disaster coordination system, 
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propagated by corrupt attitudes and practices of emergency officials as well as government officials in 

high positions. It is noticeable from the presence and impact, which international humanitarian response 

agencies have in the camps, as compared with the government’s shadow activities in the camps. The 

results again show that persons in IDP settlements in Abuja have been exposed to shocking living 

conditions because of these disappointments, furthermore worsening the state of their psychological and 

emotional health. The neglectful actions of the state in this issue, which are highlighted above, have 

encouraged instability rather than promote socio-ecological civility and democratic governance, which are 

core indicators of sustainability (Gibson’s, 2006). 

This research has put its emphasis on women, showing that the inadequacy of the state has driven 

women into extreme vulnerabilities, creating harsh environments for them to inhabit. Displaced women in 

Abuja have been denied their fundamental human rights and dignity as well as denied access to social, 

economic and environmental opportunities. The outcomes of the inaction on the state have exposed 

women to extreme hunger and poverty, crime, sexual violence and intimidation, elevated risks of disease 

and infection, undignified conditions for childbearing and restricted access to elementary public services 

and institutions. Displaced women in Durumi IDP settlement, like comparative settlements in the FCT 

have become helpless within the confines of their country. 

Above all, the research finds the state to be complicit in the poor treatment of women, a 

demographic regarded extremely vulnerable in conflicts and disasters by the United Nations and other 

humanitarian bodies. Until the situation of women in Durumi camp is addressed, the government has 

demonstrated failure in its duty to regard and guard the Constitution and Kampala Treaty, which legally 

provide protection in the contemporary issue of displacement. It has been ineffective in providing the 

essential needs of people (food; water; shelter; sanitary facilities; healthcare; security) to displaced 

persons. It is hence critical for the Nigerian government to devise effective mechanisms, identified 

through research as well as pragmatic policies to address displacement of IDPs in informal camp 

settlements grappling with the challenges of urban displacement. It is critical that rapid and rational 
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interventions are embraced by authorities to attend to the urgent needs of women in informal IDP 

settlements in Abuja.  

6.2 Implications of Abandonment of IDPs in Abuja IDP Camp Settlements     

1. Women are extremely unsafe and susceptible to various harms: sexual violence, disease 

infections, maternal death, extreme poverty and unhappiness. These effects can have severe 

impact on future generations (including social, cultural, economic, political, and ecological) 

(Gibson, 2006).  

2. The current situation with IDP camps in Abuja is a constituent of underdevelopment, which can 

prompt increasingly social and environmental threats if unaddressed. The camp settlements have 

rapidly moved toward becoming hubs for sex trades, crime and abuse.   

3. Indictors of unsustainable communities constitute the present state of Abuja IDP settlements.  

4. The physical and ecological states of Durumi and other IDP settlements in Abuja are sub-human 

and inadmissible by humanitarian standards. The conditions of the camp environments are prime 

locations for disease and infection transmission to IDPs and host communities in proximity.  

5. Durumi and other IDP camp settlements are reflective of an unsustainable environment in view of 

the social, economic and environmental impacts on livelihood sufficiency.  

6. This displacement situation obliterates the nation’s achievements of sustainable development.    

 

6.3 Recommendations  

6.3.1 General Recommendations   

1. Systematic changes must be made in Nigeria’s disaster management based on Fineman’s theory 

on the relationships between heightened vulnerabilities and an irresponsive state and its 

institutions (Fineman, 2008). This is a fundamental first step in tackling the vulnerabilities 

associated with internal displacement, and well as reducing the effects on state citizens 
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considering the fact that humans are bound to susceptibility during their lifetime. Camp officials 

are complicit in the failure to effectively manage IDPS camps, therefore stricter measures should 

be taken against corrupt officers involved in illicit practices in the camps and system. Although 

there is no active presence of displacement officials in informal IDP settlements, corrupt officials 

are part of the overall organizational system that frustrates the lives of IDPs and doesn’t deem it 

fit to call its representatives to order. This study further recommends that emergency officials 

who are assigned to displacement camps must undergo mandatory ethical- conduct orientation to 

address the unacceptable behaviours, which are exhibited in vulnerable environments. They must 

also be briefed on the Code of Conduct Act, which should be applied if found guilty of offenses 

against displaced persons (Criminal Code Act, 1990).  

2. The idea that IDPs in Abuja are illegal because they are seeking protection outside the domain of 

the crisis is invalid so therefore must be annulled. This is because principles covering IDPs lay 

emphasis on the protection of displaced persons by the government if they remain within 

authority of a state (UNHCR, 1998). Additionally, IDPs having full rights and privileges as 

citizens of Nigeria have freedom of movement. Consequently, they can seek protection from any 

geographical area within Nigeria (Nigerian Constitution, 1999).  

3. The Nigerian government must acknowledge its primary mandate to protect lives by being a team 

leader in displacement management issues within the country. (UNHCR, 1998; African Union, 

2012).  

4. Better strategies within the context of internal displacement must be developed and implemented 

to improve living conditions of women. Crimes such as robbery, sexual and gender- based 

violence and intimidation should be top priority (Global Protection Cluster Working Group, 

2010).  

5. The government should take proactive steps in giving women access to secure and sustainable 

livelihoods as well as settlements. In light of this, the UNHCR indicates that it will involve 

restoring the privileges of IDPs in achieving durable solutions by “ensuring that they no longer 
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have any specific assistance and protection needs that are directly linked to their displacement 

and can enjoy their human rights without discrimination on account of their displacement” 

(UNHCR, 2010).  

6. The country’s judicial system must be strengthened and be accessible to every citizen. This way, 

IDPs can hold the government answerable for discrimination and violation of their human and 

constitutional and rights.    

7. The Jubilee Campaign mediation plan for Kugwaru IDPs could be an adoptable approach in 

addressing the problem of homelessness and deplorable living conditions of IDPs in the FCT. 

6.3.2 Recommendation on Shelter  

The conclusion of this research recognises shelter as a significant component in addressing the 

current situation of women in IDP camps in Abuja. Shelter is crucial for displaced women because 

“Housing is way more than structure. The human right to adequate housing is more than just four walls 

and a roof. It is the right of every woman, man, youth and child to gain and sustain a safe and secure 

home and community in which to live in peace and dignity” (OHCHR, 2015). Furthermore, shelters are 

structures that shield humans from environmental factors, which is of great concern for women in Durumi 

camp. It is accordingly important to place focus around giving suitable shelters to extremely vulnerable 

persons, who are affected by the Boko Haram violence. From a sustainability approach, it is important to 

consider the need to ensure the provision of crucial prerequisites for a decent life (which, typically, are 

not now enjoyed by those displaced by the Boko Haram violence in Abuja, particularly as they are 

vulnerable to disease and face physical, social or economic insecurity) (Gibson, 2006).   

To the extent IDP camp settlements go, emergency settlements can exist for decades. They are 

initially intended to be temporary solutions between the space of displacement and resettlement. 

Governments in many countries hosting refugees and internally displaced persons have concluded that the 

disadvantages of camps outweigh the justifications. They have decided not to establish camps but rather 

alternative settlements, a much better option recommended by the UN (UNHCR, 2014). That been said;  
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1. Subsequent reviews of the National Housing Policy should adopt pragmatism and inclusiveness 

by considering the lower- class, especially the shelter needs of the nation’s hugely displaced 

population. 

2. Suitable, integrated human settlement options should be considered for Abuja IDP settlements.   

Alternative settlement strategies with suitable planning to fuse cultural elements of displaced 

populations should be considered for Abuja IDP settlements. Fenster’s (1998) study underlines 

that it is important to adopt strategies that are sensitive to the needs of particular ethnic groups, 

and also consider the rate of adaptation demanded of an immigrant groups, when considering 

spaces for displaced people.   

3. Locations of alternative settlements should be in a safe and secure areas with access to basic 

services such as water supply, hospitals, schools and local markets.    

4. Planning and design of IDP settlements should follow UNHCR settlement guidelines, including 

physical planning, topographic studies and contour line assessments as an integral part of the 

preparedness plans (UNHCR, 2014). 

5. Shelter solutions should be safe and take into consideration socio- cultural, economic and 

environmental aspects of displaced persons, particularly women, in order to strengthen their 

coping mechanisms. For example subsistence farming is a major part of the displaced 

northeastern population.  

6. In accordance with the principles of displacement, shelters proposed for Durumi women and IDPs 

should provide privacy, security and protection from the elements, emotional support, and a space 

to live and store belongings in a dignified manner (UNHCR, 2014).  

7. Shelters should include suitable kitchen spaces and sanitary facilities so as to provide safety for 

women and girls who have to cook under strenuous conditions as well as use the bush during 

ungodly hours.  

8. The main objectives of proposed shelter programmes for IDPs should accommodate their basic 

human needs, likewise promote the concept of sustainable communities. The interventions should 
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not be limited to mere structures, but should consider the relevant elements of sustainable 

communities. The proposals should ensure that IDP communities are secured with:  

! Access to food and clean water.   

! Electricity to promote good living and tackle the issue of dark corners, which are often 

used to carryout crime.  

! Decent shelters with kitchen toilets and bathrooms to curb the sanitary and environmental 

degradation at current in camps. 

! Livelihood opportunities should be considered for displaced populations to reduce their 

dependency on aid and contribution from family and friends. This will also empower 

female heads of house and reduce their chances of indulging in transactional sex.   

• Decent health facilities in proposed settlements should be equipped with general, 

maternal, psychological and mental health services. These services will provide general 

healthcare and safer child delivery services for women in the settlements. It will also 

offer channels of reporting sexual and domestic abuse as well as provide support for 

trauma.  

• Learning facilities for displaced children and skills acquisition should be incorporated, to 

enable displaced persons diversify opportunities for livelihood, considering the 

dichotomies in urban centres and rural areas i.e. northeast- Abuja. 

• Communal areas such as green spaces should be integrated, to promote healthy living and 

inter- communal interactions.  

• Camp safety should be a priority so as to tackle robberies and sexual- related offenses in 

camps as well as promote peace co- existence among IDPs.  
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6.4 Conclusion  

The above listed recommendations address nearly all criteria of vulnerabilities for women and the 

general displaced populations, identified throughout the studies. The recommendations align with SDGs- 

1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11, 15 and 16, which the government and camp conditions contravene. (See Figure 

6.1.). In addition, the proposals are a poverty reduction strategy aimed at nation building and sustainable 

development holistically. 

 

 
 

Figure 6.1. Sustainable Development Goals addressed by study recommendation (United Nations 2015) 

 

In similar vein, it was imperative for the recommendations/ interventions in this section to 

consider sustainable concepts and guidelines in addressing IDP issues. In light of this, I incorporated four 

cornerstone processes of sustainability, which was developed by the Ohio State University Extension in 

1998, for an urban community-planning initiative. The strategies considered social, economic and 

environmental aspects of sustainability (Grunkemeyer et al., 2004). I briefly highlight how the concepts 

connect with the recommendations below:  

1. Inclusiveness: The shelter interventions will strengthen social inclusion (Castellino et al., 2015) 

and promote livelihood sufficiency and opportunity (Gibson, 2006), by providing displaced 

women with access to social services.  
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2. Longevity: The recommendations considered long- term impacts and intragenerational justice, 

which “ensure that sufficiency and effective choices for all are pursued in ways that reduce 

dangerous gaps in sufficiency and opportunity (and health, security, social recognition, political 

influence, etc.) between the rich and the poor” (Gibson, 2006, p. 21). Additionally, these will 

mitigate exposures to present and future dangers for displaced women and the wider affected 

population.   

3. Interconnectedness: The interventions sought to find the balance among the social, 

environmental and economic aspects and perspectives, using shelter as a tool in achieving this 

(Grunkemeyer et al., 2004).  

4. Multi-dimensional Approach: The interventions on shelter demonstrate multi- dimensional 

approach, linking together and supporting the environmental, social and economic needs (water, 

sanitary facilities, sanitation and health, safety etc.) of women and other members of the 

displaced community (Grunkemeyer et al., 2004). 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 105 

References 
 
 
Abdulazeez, M. A., & Oriola, T. B. (2018). Criminogenic patterns in the management of Boko Haram's human 
displacement situation. Third World Quarterly, 39(1), 85-103. doi:10.1080/01436597.2017.1369028  
 
Abubakar, A. (2015, June 2). Nigeria: Idp camps in Abuja are illegal –Nema. People's Daily. Retrieved April 25, 
2019, from https://peoplesdailyng.com/idp-camps-in-abuja-illegal-nema/  
 
Adah, S. (2018, July 24) [Personal interview with Adah Seth and individual participants]    
 
Adelana, O. (2016, May 23). Investigation: How Nigerian women and children fare in IDP camps 
(photos). Legit, Retrieved April 23, 2019, from https://www.legit.ng/823560-investigation-nigerian-women-
children-fare-idp-camps-part-2.html  
 
Adekunle, C.O. (2015, May). Access to justice in Nigeria: An extrapolative appraisal of its socio- legal barriers. 
Retrieved from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303483098_Access_to_Justice_in_Nigeria_An_ 
Extrapolative_Appraisal_of_Its_Socio-Legal_Barriers 
 
Adewale, S. (2016). Internally displaced persons and the challenges of survival in Abuja. African Security 
Review, 25(2), 176-192. doi:10.1080/10246029.2016.1154475  
 
Adger, W. N. (2006). Vulnerability. Global Environmental Change, 16(3), 268-
281. doi:10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2006.02.006  
 
Advocacy for Development Inclusions and Environmental Sustainability (ADIES) &  
Mercycare Initiative. (2018, July 24) [Personal interview with Adah Seth and individual participants]    
 
Afolabi, A. O., Oluwatayo, A., Oyeyipo, O., Ojelabi, R., & Fagbenle, O. (2018). Assessment of designers' 
perception of post conflict housing schemes for internally displaced persons. Construction Economics and Building, 
18(1), 27-47. doi:10.5130/AJCEB.v18i1.5780  
 
African Union, African Union convention for the protection and assistance of internally displaced persons in Africa. 
(2012, December 6). Kampala Convention. Retrieved from https://au.int/en/treaties/african-union-convention-
protection-and-assistance-internally-displaced-persons-africa  
 
Agbiboa, D. E., & Maiangwa, B. (2013). Boko Haram, religious violence, and the crisis of national identity in 
Nigeria: Towards a non-killing approach. Journal of Developing Societies, 29(4), 379–
403. https://doi.org/10.1177/0169796X13503198  
 
Ajayi, A. (2015, August 05). Drama as woman accuses NEMA of stealing donations meant for IDPs. Sahara 
Reporters. Retrieved August 2, 2019, from http://saharareporters.com/2015/08/05/drama-woman-accuses-nema-
stealing-donations-meant-idps  
 
Ajiye, A. (2014). Achievements of Millennium Development Goals in Nigeria: A critical examination. International 
Affairs and Global Strategy, 25, 24- 36, Retrieved August 2, 2019, 
from https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/7767/ec3ba825462626217a63ad8806e1eda687f2.pdf 
 
Akintunde, I. J. (2017). Good governance and development in Nigeria: The Gap between Rhetoric and 
Reality. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences, 7(9), 521- 531. 
doi:10.6007/ijarbss/v7-i9/3344  
 
Alkali, J. (2005, June 6). Planning sustainable urban growth in Nigeria: Challenges and strategies. Presentation, 
New York. Retrieved from https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/meetings /2005/docs/Alkali.pdf  



 106 

Alli, T.G., Atiyah, U., Zakuan, A., Osman, N., Sakiru, O.K. (2017). The influence of patriarchy among internally 
displaced persons in Nigeria. Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 22(10), 66- 67. doi: 10.9790/0837-
2210066469  
 
Alloush, M., Taylor, J. E., Gupta, A., Rojas Valdes, R. I., & Gonzalez-Estrada, E. (2017). Economic life in refugee 
camps. World Development, 95, 334-347. doi:10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.02.030  
 
Alqali, A. (2016, September 5). Nigeria: When aid goes missing. Global Voices Africa. Retrieved August 2, 2019, 
from https://iwpr.net/global-voices/nigeria-when-aid-goes-missing  
 
Amnesty International (2015, April 14). Nigeria: Abducted women and girls forced to join Boko Haram attacks. 
Amnesty International. Retrieved February 02, 2018, from https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/04/nigeria-
abducted-women-and-girls-forced-to-join-boko-haram-attacks/  
 
Awortu, B.E. (2015). Boko Haram Insurgency and the Underdevelopment of Nigeria. Research on Humanities and 
Social Sciences, 5(6), 213- 220. Retrieved from https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/4e58/db05e22e9901109d4290ae8 
2f27dadc228d0.pdf 
 
Ayanda, I.F. (2013). Assessment of effect of climate change on the livelihood of pastoralists in Kwara State, 
Nigeria. Journal of Development and Agricultural Economics, 5(10), 403-410. doi:10.5897/jdae2013.003  
 
Bailey, S. (2008). Perceptions of corruption in humanitarian assistance among internally displaced persons in 
Northern Uganda. London: Overseas Development Institute. Retrieved 
from https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/98998/2008-07_Uganda.pdf   
 
Baker, A. (2019, February 7). Nigeria’s ‘flying midwives’ are helping save moms and babies. TIME. Retrieved 
from June 17, 2019, from https://time.com/longform/nigeria-childbirth-unicef-midwives/  
 
Bisant, V. O. (2018). Overcoming institutional and legal barriers that prevent abused females from accessing 
justice in fragile Nigerian regions. The American University Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, 27(1), 31-
71.  
 
Boyer, G., & DuPont, Y. (2016). The Contribution of the private sector to solutions for displacement. Forced 
Migration Review, (52),36- 38. Retrieved from https://search.proquest.com/docview/1790567053?accountid=6180  
 
British Broadcasting Corporation. (2017, June 19). 'Half' Nigeria food aid for Boko Haram victims not 
delivered. BBC. Retrieved July 25, 2019, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-40325043   
 
Byrne, C. (2017). Anonymous Social Media and Qualitative Inquiry: Methodological Considerations and 
Implications for Using Yik Yak as a Qualitative Data Source. Qualitative Inquiry, 23(10), 799–
807. https://doi.org/10.1177/1077800417731081  
 
Castellino, J & Bradshaw, S. (2015). Sustainable development and social inclusion: why a changed approach is 
central to combating vulnerability. Washington International Law Journal Association, 24(3), 459. Retrieved from 
http://digital.law.washington.edu/dspace-law/bitstream/handle/1773.1/1494/24WILJ0459a.pdf?sequence=4&isA 
llowed =y 
 
Cohen, R. (2004). The guiding principles on internal displacement: An innovation in international standard 
setting. Global Governance, 10(4), 459-480. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/27800542 
 
Collado, Z. (2018). Living in displacement context: Coping strategies, changing attitudes and family dynamics 
among internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Mindanao, Philippines. Journal of Human Behavior In The Social 
Environment, 29(4), 484-498. doi: 10.1080/10911359.2018.1551168 
 



 107 

Collier, D., & Elman, C. (2008). Qualitative and multi-method research: Organizations, publication, and reflections 
on integration. Collier, Oxford Handbook of Political Methodology, pp. 780-795, 2008. Retrieved 
from https://ssrn.com/abstract=1750525 
 
Cotroneo, A. (2017). Specificities and challenges of responding to internal displacement in urban 
settings. International Review of the Red Cross, 99(904), 283-318. doi:10.1017/S1816383118000164  
 
Council for Foreign Relations (CFR). (2018, August 8). Nigeria’s battle with Boko Haram. Retrieved August 6, 
2019, from https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/nigerias-battle-boko-haram  
 
Criminal Code Act, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2014 (1990 c. C-38). Retrieved from http://www.nigeria-
law.org/Criminal%20Code%20Act-Tables.htm  
 
Deng, F. M. (2001). The global challenge of internal displacement. Washington University Journal of Law & 
Policy, (5), 141- 156. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/wajlp5&i=145  
 
Desai, B. (2018, December). Expert opinion: "It's a time bomb" - protracted displacement and urban planning in 
Abuja. IDMC, Retrieved May 20, 2019, from http://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/its-a-time-bomb-
protracted-displacement-and-urban-planning-in-abuja  
 
Drumtra, J. (2014, December). Project on internal displacement: Internal displacement in Somalia. Retrieved 
from https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Brookings-IDP-Study-Somalia-December-2014.pdf  
 
Ejeh, J. E. (2017, December 2). IDP camps take over Abuja. Blueprint. Retrieved March 6, 2019, 
from https://www.blueprint.ng/idp-camps-take-over-abuja/  
 
Elohim Foundation. (2017). Durumi idp camp in need of urgent assistance. Retrieved 
from http://euniversal.org/2017/12/30/durumi-idp-camp-in-need-of-urgent-assistance/  
 
Emberga, T. (2014, July). An Assessment of causes and effects of flood in Nigeria. Scientific Research and 
Essays, 2(7), 307-315. Retrieved July 30, 2019, from https://www.researchgate.net/pub 
lication/275409380_An_Assesment_of_causes_and_effects_of_flood_in_Nigeria  
 
Erguden, S. (2001, October 2-5). Low-cost housing: policies and constraints in developing countries. International 
Conference on Spatial Information for Sustainable Development, Nairobi: Kenya. Retrieved 
from https://www.fig.net/resources/proceedings/2001/nairobi/erguden-CMTS1-1.pdf 
 
Eriksson. J., Adelman, H., Borton, J., Christensen, H., Kumar, K., Suhrke, A., & Douglin, D.T., Villumstad, S., 
Wohlgemuth, L. (1996, March). The international response to conflict and genocide: Lessons from the Rwanda 
experience synthesis report. The Nordic African Institute. Uppsala, Sweden, 1996. Retrieved from 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/242608201_The_ International_Response_to_Conflict_and_ 
Genocide_Lessons_from_the_Rwanda_Experience_Synthesis_Report  
 
Eweka, O., & Olusegun, T. O. (2016). Management of internally displaced persons in Africa: Comparing Nigeria 
and Cameroon. African Research Review, 10(1), 193. doi:10.4314/afrrev.v10i1.15  
 
Ewi, M., Salifu, U. (2017, February). Money Talks: A key reason youths join Boko Haram (Policy Brief 98). 
Retrieved from https://frantic.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/kua-peacemakers/2016/07/Money-talks-A-key-reason-
youth-join-Boko-Haram.pdf  
 
Fenster, T. (1998) Ethnicity, Citizenship, Planning and Gender: The case of Ethiopian immigrant women in Israel. 
Gender, Place & Culture, 5(2), 177-189. doi:10.1080/09663699825278 
Fineman, M. A. (2008). The vulnerable subject: Anchoring equality in the human condition. Yale Journal of Law 
and Feminism, 20(1), 1. Retrieved from, https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/yjfem20&i=2  
 



 108 

Fineman, M. (2017). Vulnerability and inevitable inequality. Oslo Law Review, 1(03), 133-149. doi: 
10.18261/issn.2387-3299-2017-03-02  
  
Fineman, M. A. (2019). The limits of equality: vulnerability and inevitable inequality. Research Handbook on 
Feminist Jurisprudence, 73–90. doi:10.4337/9781786439697.00012  
  
Freccero, J. (2015, September). Sheltering displaced persons from sexual and gender-based violence. 
Forced Migration Review, (50), 55-58. Retrieved from https://doaj.org/article/f8 44c20cf16245f79901f0 a70 
2289aa2  
 
Gibson, R.B. (2006). Sustainability-Based Assessment Criteria and Associated Frameworks for Evaluations and 
Decisions: Theory, Practice and Implications for the Mackenzie Gas Project Review. doi:10.2139/ssrn.1663015 
 
Gierman, T., Liska, A., Reimer, J. (2013). Shelter for women and girls at risk of or survivors of violence. Retrieved 
from http://www.endvawnow.org/uploads/modules/pdf/1363538451.pdf   
  
Ghosh. P. (2014, January 1). Nigeria sets up government mortgage firm to help solve massive housing shortage. 
(2019). International Business Times. Retrieved 11 February, 2019, from https://www.ibtimes.com/nigeria-sets-
government-mortgage-firm-help-solve-massive-housing-shortage-1543690  
  
Global Citizen. (2017). Nigeria says it has the highest number of out-of-school children in the world. Global 
Citizen, Retrieved from https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/un-nigeria-13-million-children-out-of-school/ 
 
Global Protection Cluster Working Group. (2010, June). Handbook for the protection of internally displaced 
persons. Retrieved from https://www.refworld.org/docid/4790cbc02.html  
  
Goebel, A. (2015). On their own: Women, urbanization, and the right to the city in South Africa. London; Kingston; 
Montreal [Quebec]; Chicago: McGill-Queen's University Press 
 
Goodwin, C. (2013). The co-operative, transformative organization of human action and knowledge. Journal of 
pragmatics, 46(1), 8-23  
 
Google. (2019). [Google Map Showing Durumi IDP Camp and Surroundings]. [Online image]. Retrieved July 21, 
2019, from https://goo.gl/maps/rNbqNLXyoi7f7bSWA  
 
Grinvald M. B. (2010, August). Problems of integration of refugees and internally displaced persons in 
Serbia (Master’s Thesis). Retrieved from https://theses.cz/id/m9hywr/76864-676024508.pdf   
 
Grinyer, A. (2002). The anonymity of research participants: assumptions, ethics and practicalities. Social Research 
Update, (36), 1–4. Retrieved from http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/view 
doc/download?doi=10.1.1.304.5621&rep=rep1&type=pdf  
 
Grunkemeyer W.T., Moss M.L. (2004). The Sustainable Community Model Approach to the Development and 
Use of Multi-Dimensional Quality of Life Indicators, In: Community Quality-of-Life Indicators. Social 
Indicators Research Series, 22. doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4020-2202-9_2 
 
 
Gwadabe, N. M., Salleh, M. A., Ahmad, A. A., & Jamil, S. (2018). Forced displacement and the plight of internally 
displaced persons in northeast Nigeria. Humanities and Social Science Research, 1(1), 46-
52. doi:10.30560/hssr.v1n1p46  
 
Hall, R. (1999). The organization and development of discursive practices for “having a theory”. Discourse 
Processes, 27(2), 187-218.  
 
Hong, P. (2015, February 13). Peace and stability as enablers for and outcome of development. Retrieved 
from, https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wess/wess_bg_papers/bp_wess 2015_hong1.pdf  



 109 

  
Human Rights Watch (2016). Nigeria: Events of 2015. Retrieved from https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2016/country-chapters/nigeria  
  
Ibimilua, F.A. (2015, April). Housing policy in Nigeria: An Overview. American International Journal of 
Contemporary Research, 5(2), 54- 59. Retrieved from https://www.aijcrnet.com/journals/Vol_5_No_2_April_ 
2015/8.pdf  
 
Individuals Participant 1. (2018, June 20). [Personal interview]  
 
Individuals Participant 2. (2018, June 22). [Personal interview]  
 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). (2018, April 04). Internally displaced persons and international 
humanitarian law. Retrieved from https://www.icrc.org/en/document/internally-displaced-persons-and-international-
humanitarian-law  
 
International Crisis Group (ICG). (2016, August 4). Northeastern Nigeria and Conflict's humanitarian fallout? 
Retrieved from https://www.refworld.org/docid/57a999d36d.html   
 
International Organization for Migration (IOM). (2017, February 28). Over 1 million Nigerians affected by Boko 
Haram crisis biometrically registered to better target aid. Retrieved from https://www.iom.int/news/over-1-million-
nigerians-affected-boko-haram-crisis-biometrically-registered-better-target-aid  
 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC). (2019). IDMC: Global report on internal displacement 2018. 
(2018). Retrieved from http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/  
 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC). (2019). Grid 2019: Urban internal displacement: risk, impacts 
and solutions. (Report No. 3). Retrieved from http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-
report/grid2019/downloads/report/2019-IDMC-GRID-part3.pdf  
 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC). (2018). New displacement by conflict and disasters in 2017. 
Retrieved from http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/ 
 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre. (2017). The Ripple Effect: Economic Impacts of Internal Displacement. 
Retrieved from http://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/20180608-idmc-economic-
impacts-intro_0.pdf  
 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, World Bank Data. (2018). New displacement by conflict and disasters in 
2017. Retrieved from http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/ 
 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, World Bank Data. (2018). New displacement by conflict and disasters in 
2017. [Online image]. Retrieved from http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/ 
 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre. (2017). Data model: Overview of what we monitor and what metrics we 
produce. [Online image]. Retrieved from http://www.internal-displacement.org/monitoring-tools/data-model 
 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA). (2007, November). Guidance on profiling internally displaced persons. Retrieved 
from https://www.refworld.org/docid/47b5ad3a2.html  
 
IRIN. (2010, September 21). Yemen: IDP/refugee camps - facts and figures. Retrieved 
from https://www.refworld.org/docid/4ca347441a.html   
 
Itumo, A., Nwobashi, N. H. (2016). Nigerian state and responses to plights of persons internally displaced by Boko 
Haram insurgents: Implications for socio-economic and political development. Research on Humanities and Social 



 110 

Sciences, 6(5), 24-38 (ISSN 2225-0484). Retrieved from https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/5333/6b94d 
010cdde5aa941a2adaaeb08b1b999 13.pdf  
 
Jacobs, C., & Kyamusugulwa, P. M. (2018). Everyday justice for the internally displaced in a context of fragility: 
The case of The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Journal of Refugee Studies, 31(2), 179-196. 
doi:10.1093/jrs/fex025  
 
Johnson, G., Zhu, A., & Ribar, D. C. (2018). Women’s homelessness: International evidence on causes, 
consequences, coping, and policies. (1st ed.,) Oxford University Press. 
doi:10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190628963.013.34  
 
Jubilee Campaign. (2017, August 9). IDP camp in Abuja, Nigeria May 2016 [Video File]. Retrieved 
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQgzvhy7qGw&t=2s 
 
Jubilee Campaign. (2017, August 9). Nigeria project 'give them land' [Video File]. Retrieved 
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzO-VNm9fkE&t=186s 
 
Kazeem, A., Jensen, L., & Stokes, C. (2010). School attendance in Nigeria: Understanding the impact 
and intersection of gender, urban‐rural residence, and socio- economic status. Comparative Education Review, 
54(2), 295-319. doi:10.1086/652139  
 
Kazeem, Y. (2018, June 25). Nigeria has become the poverty capital of the world. Quartz Africa Retrieved from 
https://qz.com/africa/1313380/nigerias-has-the-highest-rate-of-extreme-poverty-globally/  
 
Kazeem, Y. (2016, December 9). An $8 million refugee fund scandal shows Buhari’s anti-corruption drive in 
Nigeria is not going to plan. Quartz Africa. Retrieved August 4, 2019, from https://qz.com/africa/858019/a-new-8m-
scam-of-relief-funds-shows-nigerias-buhari-anti-corruption-drive-is-not-going-to-plan/  
 
Kiama, L., & Koome, F. (2014). Internal displacement in Kenya: The quest for durable solutions. Forced Migration 
Review, (45), 92-94. Retrieved from https://search.proquest.com/docview/1684423832?pq-origsite=summon  
 
Kirby, S., Greaves, L., Reid, C. (2006). Experience research social change: Methods beyond the mainstream (2nd 
ed.). Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview Press 
 
Kirbyshire, A., Wilkinson, E., Masson, V.L, Batra, P. (2017, January) Mass displacement and the challenge for 
urban resilience. London: Overseas Development Institute Retrieved 
from https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.u k/files/resource-documents/11202.pdf  
Lawal, S. (2018). Nigeria: Meet "Baba IDP": The local hero making sure Boko Haram victims get healthcare. 
Refworld. Retrieved August 7, 2018, from https://www.refworld.org/docid/5bc9a19ca.html  
 
Leduc C., & Anzellini, V. (2019). The number of internally displaced people is at a record high. Here's 
why. IDMC. Retrieved from http://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/the-number-of-internally-
displaced-people-is-at-a-record-high-heres-why   
   
Makama, G.A. (2013). Patriarchy and gender inequality in Nigeria: The way forward. European Scientific Journal, 
9(7), 101-110. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.19044/esj.2013.v9n17p%25p  
  
Malachy, C. E. (2013). Boko Haram Insurgency. A northern agenda for regime change and islamization of Nigeria, 
2007-2013. Global Journal of Human Social Sciences 13(5), 87-98. Retrieved 
from https://globaljournals.org/item/2358-boko-haram-insurgency-a-northern-agenda-for-regime-change-and-
islamization-in-nigeria-2007-2013  
 
Marshy, M. (1999, June 1). Book review: Perceptions of Israeli Arabs: Territoriality and identity. Ecumene, 6(1), 
115–116. doi:10.1177/096746089900600107  
 



 111 

Maslow, A.H (1943). A theory of human motivation. Psychological review, 50(4), 370-396. Retrieved from 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/h0054346 
 
Mbaezue, A.C. (2019, February). Nigeria: Conflict scan community reconciliation and resilience 
building in Bolori II (Report No.1). Retrieved from https://www.sfcg.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/NGR507_-
Conflict-scan-report-1_Final-Emilie-Roy.pdf  
 
Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development. (2018, July 3) [Personal interview with confidential 
participants].  
 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Development. (2015). The Jonathan Report. Retrieved 
from https://www.slideshare.net/otoide/federal-ministry-of-land-housing-urban-development 
 
Mirth, A. O. (2014). Experiences of internally displaced persons: A case study of Bama and Gwoza Durumi Abuja 
Nigeria (Master’s Dissertation). Retrieved from https://thesis.eur.nl/pub/ 32965  
 
Mohamed, H. (2018). Thousands displaced by Boko Haram languish in Abuja IDP Camps. Aljazeera. Retrieved 
January 20, 2018, from https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/tho usands-displaced-boko-haram-languish-
abuja-idp-camps-180325070133915.html 
 
Mooney, E. (2011) From Solidarity to Solutions: The Government Response to Internal Displacement in Georgia. 
Retrieved from https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/From-Responsibility-to-Response-Nov-
2011_Georgia.pdf  
 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS). (2019) Key Statistics: Unemployment. Retrieved from April 27, 2019, 
from  https://www.nigerianstat.gov.ng/  
 
National Commission for Refugees and Migrants and IDPs (NCRMI). (2018, July 3). [Personal Interview with 
confidential participants].  
 
National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA). (2018, June 27) [Personal Interview with confidential 
participant].   
 
National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA). (2011). National Emergency Management Agency (Nigeria) 
(NEMA). Retrieved from https://www.preventionweb.net/organizations/1176  
 
National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA). (2011). National Emergency Management Agency (Nigeria) 
(NEMA). [Image]. Retrieved from https://www.preventionweb.net/organizations/1176  
National Emergency Management Authority (NEMA),. United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF),. World 
Health Organisation (WHO)., United Nations Population Fund (UNPF). (2011). National Contingency 
Plan. (Author).    
 
Nnadi, F.N, Akwiku, C.N (2008). Determinants of youths` participation in rural agriculture in Imo State, 
Nigeria. Journal of Applied Sciences, 8(2), 328- 333. doi: 10.3923/jas.2008.328.333  
 
Nwankpa, N.N. (2017). Sustainable agricultural development in Nigeria: A way out of hunger and 
poverty. European Journal of Sustainable Development, 6(4), 175-184. doi: 10.14207/ejsd.2017.v6n4p175  
 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2012). Women and the right to adequate housing. New York, 
NY [etc.]: United Nations 
 
Oforka, I. (2016). Pregnant and homeless - Being pregnant in an IDP camp. [Blog Post]. Retrieved January 20, 
2019, from https://mamaye.org/blog/pregnant-and-homeless-being-pregnant-idp-camp  
 
Okafor, J.L. (2016, May 11). Nigeria: Public hospitals reject us, FCT IDPs lament. All Africa. Retrieved February 
19, 2019, from https://allafrica.com/stories/201605110901.html  



 112 

 
Okogbule, N.S. (2005, December). Access to justice and human rights protection in Nigeria: Problems and 
prospects. Sur. Revista Internacional de Direitos Humanos, 2(2). Retrieved from http://ref.scielo.org/53fxkr  
  
Ojengbede, O., Babawarun, T., Olayiwola, O., Ogun, M., Kongnyuy, E., & Adorin, O. (2019). Sexual and gender-
based violence in camps for internally displaced people and host communities in northeast Nigeria: A mixed 
methods study. The Lancet Global Health, 7, S6-S6. doi:10.1016/S2214-109X(19)30091-9  
 
Oladeji, O., Oladeji, B., Chamla, D., Safiyanu, G., Mele, S., Mshelia, H., & Agbor, J. (2018). Sexual violence-
related pregnancy among internally displaced women in an internally displaced persons camp in 
northeast Nigeria. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. doi:10.1177/0886260518792252  
 
Oladele, D. (2018). Life is difficult here: Durumi IDPs plead to return home. Legit. Retrieved April 19, 2019, 
from https://www.legit.ng/1144451-life-difficult-durumi-idps-plead-return-home.html   
 
Olanrewaju, F. O., Olanrewaju, A., Omotoso, F., Alabi, J. O., Amoo, E., Loromeke, E., & Ajayi, L. A. 
(2019). Insurgency and the invisible displaced population in Nigeria: A situational analysis. SAGE 
Open, 9(2). doi:10.1177/2158244019846207.   
  
Omonaija Blog. (2017). Nigeria IDP relief materials sold off in Cotonou, Benin Republic markets [Blog Post]. 
[Online image]. Retrieved from http://www.omonaijablog.com/2017/06/photos-nigeria-idp-relief-materials.html  
  
Onuegbu. C., Salami. K. (2017). Internal Displacement & Reproductive Health Information. Bartos Institute for 
Constructive Engagement of Conflict, 3. Retrieved from http://scalar.usc.edu/works/cec-journal-issue-3/internal-
displacement-and-reproductive-health-information  
 
Onuoha, F. C., & George, T. A. (2016). The Abuja Bombings: Boko Haram's reaction to president Buhari's 
Actions. African Security Review, 25(2), 208-214. doi:10.1080/10246029.2016.1156878  
 
Owoaje, E. T., Uchendu, O. C., Ajayi, T. O., & Cadmus, E. O. (2016). A review of the health problems of 
the internally displaced persons in Africa. The Nigerian Postgraduate Medical Journal, 23(4), 161-171. 
doi:10.4103/1117-1936.196242  
 
Patela Foundation. Outreach visit to Gwoza & Bama internal displaced persons camp Durumi, Abuja, Nigeria. 
[Online image]. Retrieved July 20, 2019, from http://patelacare.org/visit-to-gwoza-bama-idp-camp-abuja/  
 
Protection Sector Working Group (PSWG). (2016). Enhancing Security and Protection around IDP settlements. 
Retrieved from https://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/enhancing-security-and-protection-around-idp-settlements  
  
PUNCH. (2018, January 5). Durumi IDPs plead to return home, say government support inadequate. PUNCH. 
Retrieved February 17, 2019, from https://punchng.com/durumi-idps-plead-to-return-home-say-govt-support-
inadequate/  
  
PUNCH. (2019, May 19). Boko Haram kills two in IDP camp as residents observe Sahur meal. PUNCH. Retrieved 
June 15, 2019, from https://punchng.com/boko-haram-kills-two-in-idp-camp-as-residents-observe-sahur-meal/  
 
Ramadan, A. (2013). Spatialising the refugee camp. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, 38(1), 65-
77. doi:10.1111/j.1475-5661.2012.00509.x  
  
Reimann, C. (2002). "All You Need is Love" and What about Gender? Engendering Burton's Human Needs 
Theory. Centre for Conflict Resolution, Department of Peace Studies, University of Bradford. CCR Working Papers: 
No. 10. Bradford: University of Bradford  
 
Robinson T, Oleribe, O. (2016, October 18) Famine and disease in Nigerian refugee camps for internally displaced 
peoples: a sad reflection of our times. QJM: An International Journal of Medicine, 109(12), 831-834. [Online 
image]. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1093/qjmed/hcw171 



 113 

 
Ryerson University: Research Ethics Board (2015, May). Guidelines on anonymity and confidentiality 
in research. Retrieved from https://www.ryerson.ca/content/dam/research/documents/ethics/gu idelines-on-
anonymity-and-confidentiality-in-research.pdf  
 
Santner, F. (2013). Uganda's policy for internally displaced persons. A comparison with 
the Colombian regulations on internal displacement. International Law: Revista Colombiana De 
Derecho Internacional, (22), 86-120. Retrieved from http://www.scielo.org.co/pdf/ilrdi/n22/n22a04.pdf 
 
Saldana, J. (2016). The coding manual for qualitative researchers (3rd ed.) London, UK: Sage  
 
Sha’ban, I. (2018, November 7). Daily News. Retrieved February 15, 2019, from https://www.facebook.co 
m/1477813039185517/photos/a.1478114609155360/1981568372143312/?type=3&theater  
  
Solimán, M. M., & Taranco, O. F. (2017, July 20). Sustainable development and Ssstaining peace: Two sides of the 
same coin. [Blog Post]. Retrieved August 2, 2019, from https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/blog/2017/ 
7/20/Sustainable -develo pment-and-sustaining-peace-Two-sides-of-the-same-coin.html 
  
Solomon, A., Solomon, J. F., Joseph, N. L., & Norton, S. D. (2013). Impression management, myth creation and 
fabrication in private social and environmental reporting: Insights from Erving Goffman. Accounting, Organizations 
and Society, 38(3), 195-213. doi:10.1016/j.aos.2013.01.001  
 
Sphere Association. (2018). The sphere handbook: Humanitarian charter and minimum standards in disaster 
response (4th ed.) Sphere Project. Retrieved from https://queensu.summon.serialssolutions.com/2.0.0/link?t=1 
566593414662  
   
Stefanos Foundation. (2017, August 30). Nigeria: Stefanos Foundation news publication first quarter 2017. 
Retrieved June 9, 2019, from https://www.jubileecampaign.online/single-post/2017/08/31/Stefanos-Foundation-
News-Publication-First-Quarter-2017-English  
 
Stefanos Foundation. (2017, August 30). Nigeria: Stefanos Foundation news publication first quarter 2017. [Online 
image]. Retrieved June 9, 2019, from https://www.jubileecampaign.online/single-post/2017/08/31/Stefanos-
Foundation-News-Publication-First-Quarter-2017-English  
 
Sumaina, K. (2018, December 20). National Hospital commissions newly upgraded executive wing. This 
Day. Retrieved August 1, 2019, from https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2018/12/20/national-hospital-
commissions-newly-upgraded-executive-wing/  
 
Tashakkori, A., & Teddlie, C. (2010).SAGE handbook of mixed methods in social & behavioral research. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, Inc. doi: 10.4135/9781506335193  
 
The Admiral. (2018). Update on Giving to Lugbe IDP camp- Meeting with the people. The Admiral. [Online image]. 
Retrieved July 16, 2019, from https://steemit.com/charity/@admiralsp/update-on-giving-to-lugbe-idp-camp-
meeting-with-the-people  
   
The Guardian. (2016). More than 1,200 die of starvation and illness at Nigeria refugee camp. The Guardian. 
Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/23/refugees-die-starvation-illness-nigeria-camp-bama-
boko-haram  
 
Tong, T. (2017, November 29). A lack of clean and safe toilets leaves women vulnerable to rape and attacks. PRI. 
Retrieved December 16, 2018, from https://www.pri.org/stories/2017-11-29/lack-clean-and-safe-toilets-leaves-
women-vulnerable-rape-and-attacks 
 
Trading Economics. (2019). Nigeria Unemployed Persons. Trading Economics. Retrieved 
from https://tradingeconomics.com/nigeria/unemployed-persons 
 



 114 

Uangbaoje, A. (2016, December 11). Investigation: New Kuchingoro: An IDP Camp Abandoned by Nigeria 
Government. Newsweb Express. [Online image]. Retrieved January 5, 2019, 
from http://newswebexpress.com/investigation-%E2%80%8Bnew-kuchingoro-an-idp-camp-abandoned-by-nigeria-
govt/  
 
United Nations. (2016, March 3). Goal 11 Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable. Retrieved from https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/metadata-compilation/Metadata-Goal-
11.pdf 
 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). (2017, April 12). Lake chad conflict: Alarming surge in number of 
children used in Boko Haram bomb attacks this year – UNICEF [press release]. Retrieved 
from https://www.unicef.org.uk/press-releases/lake-chad-conflict-alarming-surge-number-children-used-boko-
haram-bomb-attacks-year-unicef/  
 
United Nations: Department of Economic and Social Affairs Disability. (2015). #Envision2030: 17 goals to 
transform the world for persons with disabilities. [Online image]. Retrieved from 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030.html 
  
United Nations, Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO). (2018, June) 2017: The Impact of Disasters and Crises 
on Agriculture and Food Security. Retrieved from http://www.fao.org/3/I8656EN/i8656en.pdf  
 
United Nations, General Assembly. (2015, October 21). Transforming our world: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. Refworld. Retrieved from https://www.refworld.org/docid/57b6e3e44.html   
 
United Nations, Habitat. (2015, January 15). Fact Sheet 21, Rev. 1: The right to adequate housing. Retrieved from 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FS21_rev_1_Housing_en.pdf 
 
United Nations. (2015). Transforming our world: the 2030 agenda for sustainable development. Retrieved from 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainab 
le%20Development%20web.pdf  
 
United Nations. (2015). Transforming our world: the 2030 agenda for sustainable development. [Online image]. 
Retrieved from https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sus 
tainab le%20Development%20web.pdf  
 
United Nations General Assembly (2011, November1). 21st century proving to be ‘century of people on the move’, 
innovative approaches needed to address new patterns of forced displacement, third committee told [Press release]. 
Retrieved from https://www.un.org/press/en/2011/gashc4024.doc.htm  
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (2000). A handy guide to UNHCR emergency 
standards and indicators. Retrieved from https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/3dee456 c4.pdf 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (2007). Emergency handbook. Retrieved 
from https://emergency.unhcr.org/entry/223896/idp-definition  
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (2007). Emergency handbook: Site planning for 
camps. Retrieved from https://emergency.unhcr.org/entry/223896/idp-definition 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (1998, July 22). Guiding principles on internal 
displacement, 12(1). Retrieved from https://www.refworld.org/docid/3c3da07f7.html 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (2014). Global strategy for settlement and shelter: A 
UNHCR strategy 2014-2018. Retrieved from https://cms.emergency.unhcr.org/ documents /11982/ 35895/U 
NHCR+-+Global+strategy+for+settlement+and+shelter+%282014-2018%29/f82cf912-0f43-4fc9-9a6a-
61735a8989bc  
 



 115 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). IASC framework on durable solutions for internally 
displaced persons. (2010). Washington: The Brookings Institution. Retrieved from Politics Collection Retrieved 
from https://search-proquest-com.proxy.queensu.ca/docview/1793211619?accountid=6180 
  
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (2013). Handbook for parliamentarians, N0 20. 
Retrieved from http://archive.ipu.org/PDF/publications/Displacement-e.pdf  
 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)., National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)., 
Federal Emergency Management Authority (FEMA)., (2015, July 15) Protection monitoring report on IDP sites in 
the Federal Capital Territory. Retrieved from https://data2.unhcr.org/es/documents/download/48601  
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (2019). Nigeria emergency: The Boko 
Haram insurgency has displaced nearly 2.4 million people in the Lake Chad Basin. Retrieved 
from https://www.unhcr.org/nigeria-emergency.html  
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (UNHCR). (2017, July). Nigeria situation 2017. Retrieved 
from https://www.unhcr.org/597704b87.pdf   
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (2016). 2016 in review: Trends at a glance. Retrieved 
from https://www.unhcr.org/statistics/unhcrstats/5943e8a34/global-trends-forced-displacement-2016.html  
 
United Nations Human Rights Commission. (2017). 2017 in review trends at a glance. Reliefweb. [Online image]. 
Retrieved from https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/5b27be547.pdf  
 
United Nations, International Organisation for Migration. (2019, January). Nigeria: Displacement tracking 
matrix. (Report No. 26). Retrieved from https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/ Nigeria%20-
%20DTM%20Round%2026%20Report%20 %28January%202019%29.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=5334  
 
United Nations, International Organisation for Migration. (2019, January). Nigeria: Displacement tracking 
matrix. (Report No. 26). [Online image]. Retrieved from https://displacement.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/ Nigeria% 
20-%20DTM%20Round%2026%20Report%20 %28January%202019%29.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=5334  
 
United Nations, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). (2019). About OCHA Nigeria. 
Retrieved from https://www.unocha.org/nigeria/about-ocha-nigeria  
 
United Nations, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). (2019, February 28). Fact sheet: 
Teachers Village IDP camp. Retrieved from https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/re 
sources/28022019_factsheet_teachers_village.pdf  
 
United Nations, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). (2019, February 28). Fact sheet: 
Teachers Village IDP camp. [Online image]. Retrieved from https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/re 
sources/28022019_factsheet_teachers_village.pdf  
 
United Nations, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). (2001). Guiding principles 
on internal displacement. Retrieved from https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/GPEnglish.pdf  
 
United Nations. (2019). Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for 
all. Retrieved from https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2018/goal-06/    
 
United Nations, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). (2012, July) Nigeria: Floods. 
Reliefweb. Retrieved February 20, 2019, from https://reliefweb.int/disaster/fl-2012-000138-nga  
 
United Nations. Office of the Special adviser on Africa (2015). The 2030 agenda for sustainable development. 
Retrieved from https://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/peace/sdgs.shtml  
 



 116 

United States Agency for International Development (USAID). (2015). Nigerians displaced by conflict prosper with 
new skills: Perilous journeys followed by training in business, nutrition and hygiene. [Online image]. Retrieved 24 
August 2019, from https://www.usaid.gov/results-data/success-stories/displaced-not-defeated  
 
United States Government. (2012). Guide to the analysis of insurgency. United States. Central Intelligence Agency. 
Retrieved from https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=713599  
 
Vanguard. (2019, June 12). Renaming of Abuja national stadium as Moshood Abiola Stadium a noble 
decision. Vanguard. [Online image]. Retrieved August 1, 2019, from 
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2019/06/renaming-of-abuja-national-stadium-as-moshood-abiola-stadium-a-noble-
decision-oladipo/ 
 
Vanguard. (2018, May 7) IDPs appeal to FG for empowerment. Vanguard. Retrieved March 26, 2018, 
from https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/05/idps-appeal-fg-empowerment/  
 
Vanguard. (2016, October 6). Reps cry foul over use of N270m to clear grass at IDPs camps. Vanguard. Retrieved 
July 13, 2019, from https://www.vanguardngr.com/2016/10/reps-cry-foul-as-sgf-lawal-allegedly-used-n270m-to-
clear-grass-at-idps-camps/  
 
Vann, N. [Nina Vann]. (2016, May 25). Life after Boko Haram in a refugee (IDP) camp in Abuja, Nigeria [Video 
File]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1YulqxDv8o   
 
Warner, J., Matfess, H. (2017, August). Exploding stereotypes: The unexpected operational and demographic 
characteristics of boko haram’s suicide bombers. Retrieved from https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/08/ 
Exploding-Stereotypes-1.pdf  
 
Warami, U. (2019, April 22). Acute hunger: Outrage as IDP children feed on onion leaves. Vanguard. Retrieved 
from https://www.vanguardngr.com/2019/04/acute-hunger-outrage-as-idp-children-feed-on-onion-leaves/  
 
WeCare Africa. (2017). Visits Gwoza & Bama internally displaced persons (IDP) Camp Durumi FCT, Abuja, 
Nigeria. (2019). Retrieved 24 August 2019, from http://www.wecareafrica.org/all-project-list/future-project/  
 
WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, World Bank and the United Nations Population Division  (2015). Trends in maternal 
mortality 1990 to 2015 Geneva: World Health Organization. [Online image]. Retrieved 
from https://openknowledge-worldbank-org.proxy.queensu.ca/handle/10986/23550 
 
World Bank. (2018, June 26). Project information document/ integrated safeguards data sheet (PID/ISDS) (Report 
No. PIDISDSC23618). Retrieved from http://documents.worldbank.org/c urated/en/2780415312 
99329812/pdf/Concept-Project-Information-Document-Integrated-Safeguards-Data-Sheet-Nigeria-Affordable-
Housing-Project-P165296.pdf  
 
World Commission on Environment and Development. (1987). Our Common Future. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. p. 27.  
 
World Health Organisation (WHO). (2018, February 16). Fact Sheet: Maternal mortality. Retrieved 
from https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/maternal-mortality   
 
World Health Organisation (WHO). (2002). The European Health Report 2012 (Report No. 97). Retrieved 
from http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/98296/E76907.pdf  
 
Yakno, G.E., Muhammad, B., Momoh S.A. (2017) User’s cultural specific spatial needs in the internally displaced 
persons (IDP) Camps in Abuja, Nigeria. Environmental Technology & Science Journal, 2(2), 80- 90. Retrieved 
from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/3 22700312_Use 
rs_Cultural_Specific_Spatial_Needs_in_the_Internally_Displaced_Persons_IDP_Camps_in_Abuja_Nigeria 
 



 117 

Yakno, G.E., Muhammad, B., Momoh S.A. (2017) User’s cultural specific spatial needs in the internally displaced 
persons (IDP) Camps in Abuja, Nigeria. Environmental Technology & Science Journal, 2(2), 80- 90. [Online 
images]. Retrieved from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/3 22700312_Use 
rs_Cultural_Specific_Spatial_Needs_in_the_Internally_Displaced_Persons_IDP_Camps_in_Abuja_Nigeria 
 
 
Yusuf, O. (2018, October 22). Many people, organisations using us to make money - IDPs raise 
allegation. Legit. Retrieved April 10, 2019, from https://www.legit.ng/1198358-many-people-organisations-using-
money-idps-raise-allegation.html  
  
 
 



 118 

Appendices A: GREB Approval 

                                 

 

 

 



 119 

Appendices B:  

Sample Letter of Information/Consent Form (combined document) 

 

Nigeria’s Internally Displaced Women: The Need for Decent Shelter 

Durumi IDP Camp, Abuja Nigeria 

Jennifer Ruth Tsokwa, Queen’s University, Canada. 

 

Letter of Information/ Consent Form 

Internally Displaced Women:  The Need for Decent Shelter 

Key Informant Interview: (Organisation Name/ Research Participant) 

1. This study will be conducted by Jennifer Tsokwa under the supervision of Dr Allison Goebel, Queen’s University, 

Canada.  

2. The topic of the study is “Nigeria’s Internally Displaced Women: the need for decent shelter”. The main aim of the 

research is to explore the impact of forced migration on women within the context of insurgency in Nigeria, by 

assessing the levels of vulnerability posed on livelihood and wellbeing (social, environmental and economic aspects). 

By examining the living environment and quality of life in Durumi internally displaced people’s (IDP) camp, I aim to 

conduct an observatory study in Durumi IDP camp, Durumi Abuja with a focus on a key environmental aspect, 

shelter. 

3. You are being asked to be interviewed as an official of the organisation, and key informant of the study within 

official capacity. 

4. You will be interviewed once, unless otherwise requested and consented to by you. The interview will last for at least 

one (1) hour. The interview will be conducted within the organisation office premises/ public space in the case of 

unofficial research participants.  

5. There is no known psychological/ emotional risk associated with this study.  

6. There is no known physical, economic or social risks involved with the participation in this research. Because it is a 

sensitive issue, all interview answers will be transcribed and none of the answers provided will ever be linked to your 

identity in any way, unless you explicitly provide your permission to be identified. 
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7. Participation in this study is completely voluntary and you are free to withdraw your consent to participate during the 

research for any reason before, during or after interviews by informing the researcher verbally (in person, over the 

phone or via Skype) or electronically (email) until the research work is concluded (July 2019). Contact information 

of the principal researcher and local contact will be provided to you to enable you to communicate your decision. 

Should you choose to withdraw, any data collected will be destroyed (voice recording device, notes and forms 

shredded).  

8. You are not obliged to answer any question/ questions that do you not feel comfortable with.  

9. To have as much detailed information as possible after the interview, an audio tape recording of the interview is 

preferable. You will be asked if you give consent to the use of audio recordings of the interview. Hand- written notes 

will be taken if you do not wish to have the interview on audio recording. 

10. Your identity will remain undisclosed during the study unless you provide permission to be identified.  

11. Keep in mind that if you choose to disclose partial information, you may be identified upon the information you 

provide during the interview or the nature of your official position. Your identity will remain undisclosed unless you 

provide permission to be identified. If you are subsequently identified because of your official position, you can 

request to have any of your comments removed from the study.  

12. The data/ information in the form of written notes shall be kept safe in a locked file cabinet only accessible to the 

principal researcher. Audio recordings will be transferred from mobile device and kept safe in a locked, password- 

protected computer under the care of Jennifer Tsokwa of Queen’s University, Canada. Audio recordings will be 

permanently deleted on mobile phone after being transferred to secured computer. 

13. This study will contribute to academic publications including a Master’s Research paper by the student involved and 

possibly academic papers and presentations. The work aims to inform international policies on issues of women in 

internal displacement caused by conflict. The papers will be made available to the academic community and 

interested persons. 

14. There is no compensation for participating in this research. 

15. If you have any questions about this research study, please contact the following:  

 

For inquiries related to the research study, please contact: 
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Principal Researcher: Jennifer Tsokwa Supervising Researcher: Dr. Allison Goebel 

Email: 17jrt2@queensu.ca 

Tel. +1 (613) 770-3002 

Email: goebela@queensu.ca 

Tel. +1 (613) 533-6000 ext. 77660 

School of Environmental Studies, Queen’s University, 

Kingston, Ontario, Canada K7L 3N6. 

  

 

For inquiries regarding ethics, please contact: 

 

General Research Ethics Board (GREB) 

Email: chair.GREB@queensu.ca   

Tel. (+1) 613-533-6081. Toll Free Tel. 1-844-535-2988 (within North America only) 

University Research Services, Queen’s University, 

Kingston, Ontario, Canada K7L 3N6. 

 

For inquiries related to the research field study, please contact: 

 

Local Contact: Hannah Iriteba Tsokwa 

Email: annietsokwa@icloud.com 

Tel. +2348060150221 

Strategic Planning and Corporate Development, Voice of Nigeria.  

6th & 7th Floor, Radio House, Herbert Macauley Way, 

Garki, Abuja.  

 

CONSENT FORM 

 

I __________________________________________ agree to take part in this study which has been explained to 

me.  



 122 

 

1. I have read the Letter of Information and all my questions have been answered.  

 

a. I understand that, I will be participating in a study called “Nigeria’s Internally Displaced Women: the 

need for decent shelter”. I understand that I will be asked to speak in an official capacity on the topic of 

study. 

b. I understand that, my participation in this study is voluntary. For this reason, I may withdraw at any time 

before, during and after the interview until July 2019. I know about the process of withdrawing my consent 

and that any data collected will be disposed in a proper manner.  

c. I understand that, if I feel uncomfortable with having my voice in audio recording, the lead researcher will 

have handwritten notes instead.  

d. I understand that, my identity will remain Confidential for the study unless I otherwise give permission to be 

identified. 

 ______ I agree to the use of a recording device during the interview for the purpose   of data collection 

and/or quotations in subsequent publications. 

______ I do NOT agree to be recorded and instead, agree to the taking of hand-written notes during the 

interview. 

e. I understand that, unless otherwise permitted, data will be kept confidential now and in the future. If consent 

is given, the data and identifiers may be published in professional journals or presented at conferences. If I 

am subsequently identified because of my official position, I can request to have any of my comments 

removed from the study during or after interviews by informing the researcher verbally (in person, over the 

phone or via Skype) or electronically (email) until the research work is concluded (July 2019). In terms of 

individual confidentiality:   

______ I give my consent to disclose my identity according to these identifiers: 

Name  _______________________________________________ 

Title    _______________________________________________ 

Occupation  ___________________________________________ 
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______ I do NOT give consent to use any personal information when quoted in any related publications 

and/ or conference presentations on the research findings. I wish to my identity kept undisclosed by use of a 

pen name.  

f. I understand that comments and opinions provided by me during the interview will be treated as ‘on the 

record’ and may be directly cited in the final thesis final in paper publications or presented at conferences.  

g. I am aware if are any general inquiries, concerns or complaints regarding the research being conducted, I 

have been provided with the following contact information.  

Principal Researcher: Jennifer Tsokwa +1 (613)-770- 3002; 17jrt2@queensu.ca or Researcher Supervisor: 

Dr Allison Goebel +1 (613)-533-6000 ext. 77660; goebela@queensu.ca. For inquiries on ethics, I may also 

contact the Chair of the General Research Ethics Board +1 (613)-533-6081 or by using the toll free number 

within North America 1-844-535-2988; Chair.GREB@queensu.ca at Queen’s University, Canada.  

Local Contact: Hannah Iriteba Tsokwa Tel. +2348060150221; annietsokwa@icloud.com.  

I have read and fully understand the above statements. I hereby consent to participate in this research: 

 

Signature: _____________________________________   Date: _______________________ 
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Appendices C: Invitation for Potential Interview Participants 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

Name  

My name is Jennifer Tsokwa, I am a Masters student studying Environmental Studies at Queen’s University, 

Canada. I am currently working on my thesis and my research is focused on the impact of internal displacement on 

women within the context of insurgency, particularly the living conditions and environmental issues present in 

Durumi IDP camp. The study aims to explore the shelter options in the camp, a key environmental issue that can 

potentially be improved to foster better livelihood opportunities for displaced women and their children.  

Given the designation of your organization, I would like to invite you to participate in an interview conducted by me 

to attain deeper knowledge into the research topic. Should you agree to the invitation, the interview should last at 

least one (1) hour. The interview will be preferably held within the organization’s office premises. 

I appreciate your time and consideration and look forward to your response.  

 
 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Tsokwa 
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Appendices D: Interview Topics and Sample Questions 

 

a. Each interview will be organised based on the category of the participant. Interview topics are likely cover the 

following areas:  

Key Informant Interviews  

i. Government Official:     National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) 

Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development. 

                                           Federal Capital Development Authority (FCDA). 

• Management of Durumi IDP camp.   

• Mitigation strategies for addressing environmental concerns in Durumi IDP camp.  

• Management of women issues in Durumi IDP camp.  

• Structures and policies utilised in governing IDP camp concerns, particularly shelter.  

 

ii. Non- Governmental Organization  

• Experience of working with IDPs living in Durumi IDP camp.  

• Role of NGO in Durumi IDP camp.  

• Recommendations for policies based on experience and relationship with Durumi IDPs. 

 

b. Interviews will be semi- structured. This would give me an opportunity to gather information from interviewees in 

broader terms. Interview questions are likely to be like this; 

Key Informant Interviews 

i. Government Officials: National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) 

                                          Federal Capital Development Authority (FCDA). 

                                          Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development. 

• What is your involvement with the Durumi IDP camp? 

• What roles do you play in the camp? 

• What are the management strategies that you utilise in the camp? Considering how special the cases here 

are? 
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• What have you done to address the poor shelter conditions in camp? 

• Are there any special empowerment programs you organise for women in the camp? 

• Are there any plans/ programs to provide decent infrastructure like housing for IDPs in the FCT?  

ii. Non- Governmental Organization(s)  

• What is your role in the Durumi IDP camp? 

• What challenges have you encountered in the camp? 

• In terms of the poor living conditions and general poor state of livelihood for IDPs in Durumi IDP camp, 

what policy recommendations on shelter would you make? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


